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FOR THE 
RECORD 


133 AND GROWING 


The Record seeks to create a conversation within the Church. BY DAVID HARRIS 


elcome to the 133rd year of publication of the 
W ersten Record. It’s still fall as I write this— 

despite the snow—but we already have a full line- 
up of stories and features for 2009—not to mention covering 
the news as it happens. 

Here are some of the broad issues we'll be looking at. 

Mainline denominations in Canada are going through 
some interesting times. While it is true that numbers are still 
falling, it is also true that people’s hunger for spirituality con- 
tinues to grow unabated. 

The big question for churches is whether as institutions 
they can meet the needs of individuals. Given their breadth 
and depth of spiritual resources, there is no reason why they 
can’t. But are they? 

A number of researchers have been engaged in figuring 
this out and we will be bringing you some of their findings— 
and some of the possible solutions. 

The widely held suspicion is that they aren’t. Why is that? 

But it’s not enough for us to report on these issues from a 
distance.We don’t pretend to have all the answers (if indeed 
there are answers, as such), so we are working on broadening 
the ways you, as readers, can interact with the Record, its staff 
and each other. Because as always, there is likely more to be 
gained by engaging in dialogue than in dispensing advice, as 
if spirituality could be taken in pill form. 

We are also refining our redesign of the Record based on 
the excellent feedback we received from several groups of 
readers who graciously participated in in-depth focus groups 
earlier this fall. 

Thank you to all those who gave their time to help us 
by candidly sharing your views about the publication. Your 
comments have been invaluable as we shape the magazine to 
address readers’ needs. 

And while we can’t invite everyone to spend 90 minutes 
with us, we do want to hear your views. I invite you to e-mail 
me with your comments about what we’re doing well and 
also not so well. 

We are also in the process of revamping our website to 
make it more interactive. Soon, you'll be able to read others’ 
comments and add your own at the end of a story. We'll also 
have lots of other ways in which readers will be able to have a 
conversation with other readers and the church as a whole. 

An increasing number of readers have indicated an inter- 
est in having an online subscription to the magazine. Others 
have thoughtfully but mistakenly cancelled their subscrip- 
tion to save us postage. 
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Not mailing a subscription does save the postage, but the 
loss to the magazine is far greater than the cost of mailing. If 
you want to continue to read the Record, please do not cancel 
your subscription! 

We will also be offering online-only subscriptions for 
those who only want to read stories on their computer or 
smart phone. 

Finally, let me offer a thank you to all of you who so gen- 
erously donated to the Record’s annual appeal. Although we 
won’t know exactly how many donors there were or what 
the final tally is until sometime in January, we have received 
almost $100,000 to date. 

This speaks volumes about the amazing generosity of our 
readers. Your financial support provides a crucial portion of 
our annual income. It has already allowed us to switch to 
more expensive but more environmentally friendly news- 
print. Your appeal support will also permit us to weather the 
several proposed changes to postal rates that threatens to 
drive up that aspect of our publishing costs. 

This is going to be an exciting year at the Record and we 
hope you will share in that excitement as we move forward. 

In one of the first articles he wrote for the Record in the 
summer of 1989, as he was just starting his Cariboo Ministry, 
Rev. David Webber challenged the church: “I dare us to have 
the vision to put Christ at the centre of our mission and min- 
istry instead of our ‘sacred model.’ Freed from the traditional 
and ‘sacred model,’ what possibilities exist for mission and 
faithfulness in your location?” 

As he shares monthly in his column For The Journey, 
Webber works hard at meeting his own challenge. He 
exposes his own vulnerability to show that faith is not 
static; it is a process, a journey, filled with fits and starts. But 
we are not alone. 

Or as he writes in this month’s column: “I always knew 
I had to believe in him, but it never occured to me that 
[Jesus] believes in me. This is the Epiphany with which 
I begin 2009.” 

We wish you many epiphanies this year. = 


David Harris 


dharris@presbyterian.ca 
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Letters 


letters@presbyterianrecord.ca 


The P in PCC, part four 

The question was raised, “Is there a 
place in the PCC for those who are not 
biblical literalists and who believe that 
gays and lesbians have an equal place in 
the church and believe that our church 
should be reformed and reforming?” 

We wonder how we ever got to the 
point where such a question needs to 
be asked. By nature we are a denomi- 
nation of believers committed to being 
both reformed and always reforming, 
which is to say that openness to all 
that springs fresh from the Word is a 
part of who we are. 

We want to assure Mr. Ewing and 
all who are ready to speak up that there 
is room for us all. May the conversa- 
tion grow with courage and creativity! 

ALLEN AICKEN, KAREN HINCKE, 
ANNEMARIE KLASSEN, HARRY KLASSEN, 
BRENDA PATTERSON, JIM PATTERSON, 
GORDON TIMBERS, JEFF VEENSTRA 


We meet regularly with a group of PCC 
colleagues to prepare the lectionary 
passages for preaching throughout the 
Christian year. 

Because we belong to a church that 
trains its clergy to approach the biblical 
text with historical critical eyes we 
welcome the task of wrestling with how 
the living God challenges us to rethink 
our ancient biblical perspectives, such 
as the ordination of women. 

We are not always of one mind. Yet 
we value the opportunity to explore 
our tradition with honesty and without 
fear among a collection of friends who 
represent many points of view. 

We are committed to providing 
leadership within a reformed denomi- 
nation where people can come with 
their post-modern perspectives, their 


questions and their doubts and still 

stumble into the grace of God made 

known in that most courageous of 

teachers who challenged biblical liter- 

alism within his own tradition without 
apology, Jesus the Christ. 

LYNNE DONOVAN, KATE JORDAN, 

GARRY MORTON, ZANDER DUNN, NANCY 

DUNN, MARK TREMBLAY, PAUL SCOTT 


Celebrating Knox 
Re What About Knox, October Letters 
There has been no cinquo-cente- 
nary of John Knox’ birth because 
its hasn’t happened yet. The date is 
uncertain. T. M. Lindsay’s History of the 
Reformation gives the date to be 1515. 
Elizabeth Whitley, in Plain Mr. Knox, 
dates his birth at 1512. So we still have 
time to prepare something worthy to 
celebrate the life and ministry of this 
vigorous, fearless, dedicated preacher. 
Should not the church commission 
a drama, a symphony, an_ historical 
novel, a short story? What about a play 
dramatizing the occasion in 1553 when 
the last Tudor King of England went to 
Westminster Abbey to hear one of his 
favourite preachers: The young king 
was ill and at death’s door. Knox was 
one of his six chaplains. The little dour 
Scotsman, rising to preach, looked 
around from the little, pale, dying boy 
to the jealous, greedy lords surrounding 
him. He announced the text: “He that 
eateth bread with me has lifted his heal 
against me.” He then told of Shebna 
(who had wormed his way into Heze- 
kiah’s confidence); Ahitophel (who 
plotted with Absalom against David); 
and, Judas (who sold his friend). Knox 
went on to compare these to some of 
the ministers in the government and 
said, “I am afraid that Ahitophel be > 
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lee Pontius’ Puddle 


LT WISH IT AAD BACK 
ALL THE MONEY TI 
EVER WASTED ON 
DOME STUFF. 


SO YOU COVLD 
INVEST FOR 
THE FUTURE, 
SHARE WITH 
THE NEEOY7 


NO, SOT 
COULD BOY 
ME SOME 
BRAND NEW \ 
DOMB STUFF: 


counselor and that Judas bear the purse 
and Shebna be scribe, comptroller and 
treasurer.” The congregation laughed, 
the counselor’s sat in angry silence and 
there was a flicker of a smile on the face 
of the dying king. 

Maybe the General Assembly will 
begin this year to plan for a worthy 
celebration to take place over the years 
2013-2015. Surely our domesticated 


Looking for a great 
place for aretreat ? 


Enjoy: 
e a beautiful setting 
e amodern Lodge 
e affordable rates 
e near Parry Sound 


HIDDEN BAY 
_ OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
_ CENTRE 


director@hiddenbayoec.com 


www,hiddenbayoec.com 
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church of the 21st century can find 
some inspiration from this vigorous, 
fearless, undomesticated man of the 
16th century. 

REV. ALLAN M. DUNCA, BROCKVILLE, ONT. 


Covenanters Online 

I don’t think that we are doing enough 
to teach our children and grandchil- 
dren about the history of our church. 
If we don’t do this I am afraid we will 
just turn into another protestant reli- 
gion of which there are many. 

Do our children and grandchil- 
dren know why we do not pray on 
our knees while others do? Do they 
know of the Scottish Covenanters who 
signed that parchment in thier own 
blood and why they did it? There are 
many, many differences between us 
and other denominations. 

In keeping with modern practices 
the Sunday school teacher could ask the 
children to look on the internet for say 
“Scottish Covenanters” and get their 
parents to help them. On the following 
Sunday the teacher could ask someone 
in the class to read aloud what they 
printed out. After that the teacher might 
hold a discussion of what it means. 

LES IRVINE, VIA EMAIL 


Driving Smart 

Re Properly Equipped, October 

You know, I never thought I’d read 
an essay or hear a sermon in which 
driving a Smart Car could be likened 
to following Jesus. I mean, I drive a 
Smart and I follow Jesus. So I guess the 
message was really aimed at me. 


SIG, THE GRASS 
WITHERS, THE FLOWER 
FADES, BUT STUPIDITY 
AND SELFISHNESS \ 
DOST GO ON AND ON: 


But then, it takes all kinds. All kinds 
to drive Smarts and all kinds to follow 
Jesus. So I’d have to say that we can 
all go plummeting down the road on 
either journey. While I don’t advocate 
the kind of driving exemplified in Rev. 
David Webber’s article (I like to think 
that respect for God’s green earth can 
even be shown while mobile, although 
nothing can be loved at speed), I don’t 
think we should tread lightly when 
expressing our faith. 

The message and the analogy don’t 
meet in the middle but they do answer 
the question, WWJD? He would drive 
Smart. 

Asa footnote, I’m happy to read that 
the Smarts came to a stop. That says 
that they are what I have always said 
about the Smart Car: it’s a rugged, sure- 
footed little tank. And quite capable of 
turning the other, um, fender. 

BRIAN MERRETT, MONTREAL 


Continuing his ministry 
When I was first ordained I was fortu- 
nate enough to have a youth group that 
was very active and involved, along 
with Vacation Bible Schools and Sunday 
Schools. My days and nights were full. 

After four years we moved from 
a three-point charge to a four-point 
charge, with a Sunday schedule that 
included services at 9:30 a.m., 11:00 
a.m., 3:00 p.m., and 7:00 p.m., with 
another active youth group, more Vaca- 
tion Bible 

All this plus a growing family. It 
was an incredibly busy and rewarding 
time. 
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After about nine years in this 
charge I moved to a two-point charge 
on the Nova Scotia mainland. There 
were even more people in my care; I 
had two youth groups, Sunday School, 
and two Vacation Bible Schools. 

There was so much to be thankful 
for and so much to do, all of which 
I thoroughly enjoyed. But sometimes 
that changes, not by accident but by 
necessity. 

Shortly after turning 40, major 
cardiac problems began to develop, 
along with a number of other related 
significant health issues. I was gradu- 
ally slowing down. In 2004 I was diag- 
nosed with advanced multiple scle- 
rosis. Shortly thereafter, I could see 
that I was not able to do the work or 
look after my people as I always had; 
I reluctantly began the process toward 
long term disability. 

A good friend suggested thatinstead 
of traditional ministry I should begin 
a prayer ministry. I started in 2005 
with a list of just a few names. My first 
thought was, This isn’t for me! I soon 
found my list growing steadily. 

Today it stands at about 550 people. 
I now find great comfort and meaning 
in the daily exercise of addressing my 
prayer list. I pray for those on my list 
once a day, every day. If 1am unable to 
do so my day is not complete. There 
are days I go through the list twice. 

The list has become my active 
ministry. It is not a ministry that most 


people take notice of, but the power of 
prayer is an awesome thing, both for 
those for whom I pray and for myself. 
My list contains family, members and 
elders of all the congregations that I 
have served, friends from all aspects 
of my life and of all ages, along with 
many people unknown personally to 
me, for whom I have been asked to 
pray by others. People who are sick 
or in need of prayer, whatever their 
circumstance. 

It is wonderful that God can weave 
an extraordinary tapestry with our 
many gifts and talents. 

REV. GLENN MACDONALD, 
PICTOU, NOVA SCOTIA 


Corrections: 

Re Celebrating Young Lives, November News 
Rev. Bill MacLellan was not prop- 

erly identified as minister at Rosedale, 

Toronto. Our apologies. 


Re Spotlight, November News 

The tireless group of pink hammer 
carpenters built one house during 
their one week in Mexico. Along with 
other missionaries who had traveled 
to Tijuana from across North America 
they together built nine houses that 
week. 


Re Spotlight, October News 

Raquel Ramos is proudly claimed 
by St. Columba, Montreal as a faithful 
member. @ 
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Evangel Hall Mission 


Happy New Year 


This past holiday, residents 
and participants celebrated 
a special Christmas and 
New Years at Evangel 
Hall Mission! 


For some families, this was 
their first Christmas celebration 
of having a new place to call 
home. Last holiday, a number 
of our residents spent their 
holidays in shelters, or on the 
streets. Now they were able 
to attend gatherings and 
celebrations in a new warm 
and loving community. 


Next year, we want to help even 
more people feel this joy and 
acceptance all the year through. 


“It is so nice to spend the holidays 
with people who care. There are 
so many laughs and smiles. 
I’m so happy to be here.” 

- Evangel Hall Resident 


Spend an hour or a day at 
Evangel Hall and you will see the 
world through different eyes. 


Our programs and residence 
are always in need of financial 
support and volunteers. 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 
552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON MSV 3WS 
Phone (416) 504-3563 
Fux (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR 0001 
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People — Places 


To make People & Places submissions: peopleplaces@presbyterianrecord.ca. 
Please visit the monthly PnP page at www.presbyterianrecord.ca for more. 


Celebrating your 50th, like Greenbrier, Brantford, Ont.? You'll need Medicine Hat was just a hamlet when the first Presbyterian 
cake—check. The rest just falls into place; sort of. From left, one congregation met in G.F. Tupper’s tent store on June 3, 1883. 
of younger members of the congregation, Tim Young and beside (Alberta wasn't yet a province.) Lina Flaig, a couple of years 
him the moderator of the last general assembly Rev. Cheol Soon shy of her centenary, started attending St. John’s in 1912.One 
Park and Rev. Donald N. Young. The rest of this group are charter Hundred and Twenty-Five years later, the church flourishes— 
members: Helen Bradfield, Eleanor Foreman, Mary King, Allan on our website another photo of a new mural depicting the 
Brunsden, Don Bradfield, Ann Vaughan and Lloyd Vaughan. Teaching Christ. 


Rev. Sam Lwere and 
Deborah Ssengendo 

of St. Stephen's Church, 
Mpererwe, Uganda, 
sing a song of praise 

in celebration of the 
renewal of a partnership 
with St. Cuthbert’s, 
Hamilton, Ont., while 
visiting in September. 
The partnership serves 
to support orphaned 
children in St. Stephen's 
parish. 

More information: 
stcuthberts.ca 
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As they say:A picture is worth a thousand words. This one tells the 
whole story. All you need to know are the names of the two smiley 
faces: Rev. Patricia Van Gelder and moderator of the last general 
assembly, Rev. Cheol Soon Park. Oh, and, that would be St. Andrew's, 
Ross, Ont., part of a two-point charge with St. Andrew's, Cobden. 


You can’t party enough when celebrating your 
centenary. The Order of Diaconal Ministries 
cracked open the cake at the Atlantic Synod in 
October. At the cake are Rev. Shirley F. Murdock 
and Rev. Cheryl MacFadyen. Looking on are Synod 
moderator Rev. Dr.John Crawford and Rev. Bonnie 
Wynn of New Brunswick. Look for more Diaconal 
centenary news next month. 


On our website: 

St. Andrew’s, Victoria receives two public service 
awards. Record’s designer Caroline Bishop and her 
awesome new “work.” Deep thanks to Revs. Boyer 
and Cox from Barrie. Golfing for Camp Geddie. Dale 
Woods comes to Montreal. Another gathering of 
Diaconal Ministers. Two old friends unite, thanks to 
the Record and haggis. Celebrating 125 incredible 
years at Knox, Calgary. The Korean choir of St. 
Andrew’s, Nanaimo, raises songs of joy. Angels 
brings messages of thankfulness to St. Timothy's, 
New Market. A thanksgiving tree in St. Andrew’s, 
Pictou, N.S. Native story telling, courtesy of St. Paul's, 
Prince Albert. Teddys for Tragedies Tea at Duff, 
Aberfoyle. 


People and Places entries published in the magazine are cho- 
sen through a monthly lottery. However, many submissions 
prove themselves unpublishable on a technical level. Every 
effort is made each month by the PnP Editor to get better pho- 
tos—not too dark, not too light, with ample digital informa- 
tion. Before submitting please read the essay How To Submit 
Photos In A Digital Age found on the People and Places page 


of www.presbyterianrecord.ca. 
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Specialized Min istries: A December conference, sponsored by Canada Ministries, brought together 


these participants from missions as diverse as Evangel Hall, Boarding House Ministries, Armagh, native missions, refugee 
ministries, camping ministries and others involved in special Presbyterian ministries across the country. 


Seeking Proactive Strategies 


LMA discusses the future of the Church. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


IT WAS A COMMON MESSAGE at the 
Life and Mission Agency’s November 
meeting: The national church must 
change how it thinks about mission, or 
risk losing touch with congregations. 
People today desire more hands-on 
involvement, and tend to be suspicious 
of larger organizations and structures, 
said Ron Wallace, associate secretary 
of International Ministries. They pre- 
fer an immediate sense of connection 
with their mission work, and direct 
influence over when and how their 
funds are used—a desire which is not 
being fulfilled by the current model. 
In the ‘centralized’ model, major 
Presbyterian Church missions are con- 
ducted at the national level through 
organizations like Presbyterian World 
Service and Development and Presby- 
terians Sharing... Congregations sup- 
port national mission work through 
donations, and national offices work 
directly with partner organizations 
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across the globe. This can help en- 
sure accountability from partners, and 
transparency from the office through 
published financial reports and mission 
updates. But it can also distance con- 
gregations from the missions. Personal 
involvement is limited, intermediaries 
are necessary, and funds are often used 
at the discretion of the office. 

The balance of accountability ap- 
pears to be tipped in the institution’s 
favour, suggested Rev. Dr. Terry Hast- 
ings, minister at Knox, Stratford, Ont. 
Although people are constantly told 
they must pay dues and be accountable 
to institutional bodies, they do not feel 
like these institutions are accountable 
to them. This divides not only congre- 
gations and national church offices 
like Canada Ministries, but also con- 
gregations and presbyteries—the cor- 
nerstones of the Presbyterian system. 

For this reason, many congrega- 
tions are engaging in missions devel- 


oped from a personal involvement or 
interest, and conducted without the 
consultation or support of the nation- 
al church infrastructure. According to 
Ken Kim, director of PWS&D, many 
churches have done great work, but 
sometimes their missions do not fol- 
low the Church’s guidelines. This can 
lead to problems if the congregation 
cannot sustain the mission long-term, 
has no pullout strategy, or seeks na- 
tional support later on. 

Wallace urged the national church 
to “embrace a more collaborative mod- 
el” which incorporates the strengths of 
the current centralized model, but is 
more flexible and allows engagement 
by congregational missions. He also 
stressed the need for an expedient plan 
for the future. 

If trends continue, within the next 
five to 10 years the Church may find it- 
self in a predicament similar to those suf- 
fered by the Church of Scotland and the 
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Presbyterian Church (USA); both reached 
points of crisis and were forced to restruc- 
ture their mission models, he said. 

“T think we desperately need a na- 
tional vision. We need to dream the 
church forward. I think that’s what 
people are hungry for,” said Herb Gale, 
associate secretary of Planned Giving. 

However, a desire to maintain what 
is currently in place underpins any de- 
sire to change. Most congregations are 
plagued by a survival mentality which 
encourages reactive rather than pro- 
active responses, said Hastings. This 
makes it difficult—if not impossible— 
to plan strategically, he said. 

The national church may be in a 
similar predicament, said Lee Ellis, an 
elder from Comox, Ont. 

In subsequent discussion, mutual 
accountability, communication and 
theology were isolated as integral parts 
of any change, and several agency mem- 
bers suggested that visioning should be 
a component of General Assembly. 

The issue of communication 
emerged repeatedly throughout the 
meeting, setting a high bar for Colin 
Carmichael, the new associate secre- 
tary of Communication and Resource 
Production. His work with the website 
seeks “not to define the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada but to describe it,” 
and to shift focus away from the na- 
tional offices and toward the church as 
a whole, he said. A redesigned website 
homepage hit the net in October, and 
the Canada Youth 2009 planning team 
is currently testing a new online col- 
laboration tool, which may improve 
communication between meetings. 

A number of conferences and 
networking events are in the works 
throughout the agency’s departments, 
including a conference on stewar- 
ship in June and a national visioning 
event to take place before the summer 
of 2010. 

Among other business, LMA ap- 
proved a set of revised mandates that 
more accurately reflect its current work 
and focus. These will be brought before 
General Assembly in June. 

A formal appointment process for 
Canada Ministries’ missionaries was 


also approved, as were three new funds: 
the Creative Children and Youth Min- 
istry Fund, Mission Outreach Fund, 
and New Church Development Assis- 
tance Fund. 

On the Truth and Reconciliation 
front, 10 volunteer leaders have been 
trained to help meet demands for ac- 
tivities and speakers across Canada. Lori 
Ransom, healing and reconciliation ani- 
mator, has been involved with a number 
of initiatives related to Aboriginal cul- 
ture, and in November was beginning 
work with the ecumenical King’s Uni- 
versity College, Edmonton, which chose 
Truth and Reconciliation as the theme 
of its 2009 conference. Plans are under- 
way for follow-up leaders’ tours. 

After eight months in operation, 
The Vine is gearing up for a mid-point 
review to be presented at the March 
meeting. Despite some challenges, team 
leader Dorothy Henderson reported that 
the resource network receives about 60 
requests a month, and 14 conferences 
have used money from the conference 
fund. Henderson also announced that 
she will be resigning in October, 2009. 

The Presbyterian Church Camp 
and Conference Association also ap- 
proached national offices seeking of- 
ficial partnership status, to which the 
LMA had no objection. 

The Atlantic Mission Society report- 
ed that despite declining membership, 
gifting and enthusiasm were on the 
rise. “We're at a point where we're in 
an attitude shift,” said president Ann 
Taylor. “Come to the annual meeting 
next year, bring friends, and have a 
good time.” This year’s annual meeting 
included dancing and local folk music. 

The Women’s Missionary Society 
continues the visioning process it began 
in March, and has held consultations 
with similar ecumenical groups. 

The Korean Translations Working 
Group, which was charged with the 
translation of Living Faith, the Book of 
Forms, and the General Assembly Acts 
and Proceedings has discovered a need 
for a translation of the Leading with 
Care policies, and is currently pursu- 
ing funding for the project. m —Connie 
Purvis is the staff reporter for the Record. 
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Happy New Year 
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- Anishinabe Place of Hope, 

a Happy New Year means: 
12 months addiction-free, accept- 
ance into educational programs, 
the purchase of a first home (and 
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with family members, new friend- 
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Truth and Reconciliation 


Chair Resigns 


JUSTICE HARRY LAFORME _ stepped 
down as chair of the Truth and Rec- 
onciliation Commission on October 
19, citing irresolvable conflict between 
himself and fellow commissioners 
Claudette Dumont-Smith and Jane 
Brewin Morley. 

The two commissioners disputed 
his authority, LaForme alleged, and 
weighted the ‘truth’ side of the com- 
mission too heavily when he sought 
‘reconciliation.’ 

In the wake of LaForme’s decision, 
several native groups including the 
National Residential Schools Survi- 
vors’ Society and Anishinabek Nation 
have called for the remaining commis- 
sioners to resign. 

“T can say without a doubt, that 
First Nations have lost confidence 
in the Commission as it is presently 


Justice Harry LaForme 
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constituted. Clearly, the remaining 
commissioners are responsible for 
these turn of events and need to be re- 
placed,” said Anishinabek Chief John 
Beaucage in a press release. 


“I can say without a doubt, 
that First Nations have lost 
confidence in the Commission 
as it is presently constituted” 


However, the Presbyterian, Angli- 
can and United churches, along with 
51 Catholic groups, have publicly reaf- 
firmed their support for the commis- 
sioners. The four denominations are 
signatories to the Indian Residential 
Schools Settlement Agreement. 

“Both truth-telling and reconcilia- 
tion processes are central for survivors 
and for our nation as a whole as we 


Churches support commissioners. 
BY CONNIE PURVIS 


address this tragic chapter in Canadian 
history. We believe that Ms. Dumont- 
Smith and Ms. Morley understand 
that,” Rev. James Scott, the United 
Church’s General Council Officer for 
Residential Schools said in a release 
published on the PCC website. 

Lori Ransom, truth and reconcili- 
ation animator, is confident that the 
parties will move quickly to elect anew 
chair. “There is every reason to look 
forward to the work it will do in the 
coming years,” she told the Record. 

Assembly of First Nations Chief Phil 
Fontaine has also expressed a desire to 
replace LaForme quickly, to maintain 
the momentum created by the govern- 
ment’s Apology to native peoples in 
June, and to capture survivors’ stories 
before they are lost. 

According to a report by the CBC, 
there are about 80,000 survivors but 
an estimated six die each day. 

The commission was formed in an 
unprecedented way; 14 representa- 
tives from the various bodies of Settle- 
ment Agreement signatories selected 
the three commissioners. Although no 
policy exists to replace a commission- 
er, in early November Justice Frank 
Iacobucci agreed to act as facilitator 
as the parties move forward with the 
process. 

The Commission’s five-year man- 
date was to culminate in an accessible 
national archive of stories and re- 
sources related to the legacy of Indian 
Residential Schools. Seven national 
and many community events were 
intended to share stories, culture, and 
promote reconciliation between na- 
tive and non-native groups. Ransom 
expects national events take place 
in 2009. m= —with files from CBC and 
CNW Group 
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Colleague 
Covenant Groups 


BY CONNIE PURVIS 


CHURCH LEADERS seeking to start peer 
support groups can take advantage of 
a new fund available through national 
offices. Intended to cover start-up costs 
and minor expenses like books and 
transportation, the funds can facilitate 
the creation of a meeting group with a 
focus on a particular form of ministry, 
prayer or study. 


“Ministers in crisis especially 
answer the question, ‘Who is 
ministering to you right now?’ 
with an uncomfortable silence” 


“It’s so easy to become caught up in 
the demands of church leadership that 
ministers may neglect their own rela- 
tionship with Christ, along with the 
faith development, nurture and support 
they need,” said Susan Shaffer, associ- 
ate secretary of Ministry and Church 
Vocations. “Ministers in crisis often an- 
swer the question, ‘Who is ministering 
to you right now?’ with an uncomfort- 
able silence. We hope that numerous 
new opportunities will emerge across 
our church and that many church lead- 
ers will find strength and growth for 
ministry through these groups.” 

The initiative is for ordained, dia- 
conal, and lay ministers. To be eligible 
for an incentive grant, members must 
meet regularly and prepare a covenant. 
Although ecumenical groups are wel- 
come, at least half of the members 
must serve in the Presbyterian Church. 
Grant applications for colleague cove- 
nant groups are available on the church 
website, or through the Ministry and 
Church Vocations office. @ 
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Surfing into the 21st Century 


Seven lessons learned from building a church website. BY KEITH RANDALL 


THE CHURCH OF ST. ANDREW and St. 
Paul has had a website since 2001, re- 
furbished for our bicentennial in 2003, 
maintained at no charge, by a devoted 
Presbyterian webmaster in a distant 
city. While he responded promptly to 
all requests, we found over time we 
needed to be hands-on ourselves. 

We wanted a site based on contem- 
porary technology that offers maxi- 
mum flexibility and a transparent con- 
tent management system that doesn’t 
require a degree in computer science. 
We wanted pictures worth a thousand 
words to focus on our people and the 
joy of their work together, the music 
and message in our beautiful building 
extending a welcome to all in Christ’s 
name. We wanted in-house manage- 
ment in tune with how things are 
done and said in our church, respect- 
ful of its tradition and the nuances of 
our sometimes diverse opinions. 

Given our long relationship as the 
regimental church of The Black Watch 
(Royal Highland Regiment) of Canada, 
it seems appropriate to borrow from the 
military custom of “lessons learned,” 
in the hope they will help others. 

Lesson One. A highly visible website 
is a congregation-wide concern. Pres- 
byterians frown on one-man shows. It 
took a year and a half to move from the 
Communications Committee, through 
Steering Committee, to Session and 
the Annual General Meeting, listen- 
ing carefully along the way. As with 
any change, it is impossible to man- 
age with enough sensitivity. Do your 
homework. Listen to others’ concerns. 
Their ideas may be better than yours. 

Two. A website is an expense, like 
printing and other services. It’s not 
fair to expect free service from busy 
professionals in a booming web mar- 
ket, never mind enthusiastic amateurs 
with make-a-site programs. Justify the 
cost: better service for members on a 
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The Church 
of St Andrew and St Paul 


Sate WITS "4 RACINE Diba: 


www.standrewstpaul.com 


site they can be proud of, and growth 
in our church will come from young, 
tech-savvy generations. 

Three. Church sites compete for 
eyeballs. Google “church” and you'll 
get 197 million hits. We surfed through 
many and the few we liked helped de- 
fine our needs in a formal request for 
proposal (RFP) to 10 local companies 
with a firm deadline. It produced four 
submissions. A grading grid based on 
our requirements identified the most 
promising proposal. Be clear about re- 
quirements, establish deadlines. Check 
it all with a lawyer. 

Four. We are fortunate to have a 
congregation member who is a website 
developer. Reluctant to join the “suits,” 
he volunteered as a background guide 
through the thickets, translating the 
native jargon. For example, he pro- 
posed that the RFP specify “...Linux/ 
Apache/MySQL/PHP technology. Your 
bid must not require custom hosting. 
Solutions involving ColdFusion and 
ASP are specifically excluded.” He also 
stressed the importance of ensuring to- 
tal copyright ownership. You will learn 
more than you ever wanted to know 
about websites. Find someone to lean 
on. If you don’t have someone in your 


congregation and aren’t tempted by 
mind-numbing hours of how-to books 
and websites, a computer class in a lo- 
cal college may be interested in a prac- 
tical consulting project. 

Five. This was the developer’s first 
church contract. We introduced their 
project manager to our building, peo- 
ple and culture. She proved to be flex- 
ible, patient on our learning curve, 
good-humoured in our occasional frus- 
tration. It takes time, so take the time 
to build a solid relationship. Be under- 
standing about delays—she was jug- 
gling nine other projects at the time. 

Six. Our in-house guru said that 
building a website is like making a 
movie. It may be something that a de- 
veloper can finish and move on from. 
For the church, expect that you have 
adopted a baby that requires daily care. 

Seven. Be grateful for comments— 
critical, constructive and outraged. 
Remember that perfection is the best 
you can do in the time you have. So— 
www.standrewstpaul.com: Comments 
welcome. @ 


Writer-broadcaster Keith Randall is a rul- 
ing elder at The Church of St. Andrew and 
St. Paul, Montreal 
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Order and Harmony 


Getting married in Malawi. BY GLENN INGLIS 


ONE SATURDAY MORNING—at 7 a.m.— 
I found myself standing before an 
immaculately dressed and cheerful 
bride and groom as they prepared to 
take their marriage vows. I remarked to 
the congregation that this was the only 
time I had ever married anyone before 
breakfast. I also asked the wedding party 
if they had slept standing up as they 
were all so handsome and beautiful. 
No answer. But it was not atypical of 
Saturday mornings at Malawi's largest 
congregation, St. Columba’s, during the 
wedding season—the dry months from 
May to October. And every wedding is 
the same—same music, same proces- 
sion, same Scripture and vows. Only the 
bright young faces are different. People 
spend months planning weddings so 
that they can be exactly the same as 
every other wedding. 

Weddings are early because there 
may be four or five on a Saturday. 
They are also early to allow the orga- 
nizers time to get to the reception 
venue and make sure everything is in 
perfect order. Even here there is a strict 
protocol. The master of ceremonies 
guides the programme with military 
precision; money is collected in happy 
processions of family and friends who 
throw the bills into the air. Everyone is 
laughing except the bride and groom 
who keep a stoic pose throughout 
the long afternoon. It is only when 
it comes to cutting the cake, when 
the bride and groom feed each other 
tasty morsels, that there is a literal and 
symbolic taste of joy yet to come. This 
is when the older women ululate and 
there are winks and nods all around. 

A funeral offers a similar glimpse 
into Malawian culture. Rich or poor, 
Catholic or Protestant, at the grave- 
yard there is a rigid protocol that must 
be observed at all cost. Once the inter- 
ment liturgy is read and the neces- 
sary worthies have spoken, there is 


an amazing spectacle to unfold. Men 
take shovels and hoes and earth begins 
to move. They take turns, family and 
friends, in a rhythmic movement of 
hoes tossing earth into the open grave. 
Every lump of earth, every pebble, is 
patted into place, leaving time for the 


People spend months 
planning weddings so that 
they can be exactly the same 
as every other wedding 


women’s guild to place flowers and 
say the Lord’s Prayer. Then it is the 
benediction and people leave quickly 
and quietly. Only a guard or two will 
remain to protect the grave during 
that long first night. 

Malawians love order and God’s 
purposeful plan for creation seems just 
perfect. If you attend Sunday worship 
in Malawi for a few weeks I can guar- 
antee that you will hear a sermon 
from Genesis chapters 1 and 2. God 
pushed back the chaos and brought 


LETTER FROM 
MALAWI 


order and purpose so that life could 
flourish and have meaning. But where 
did the serpent come from? How did 
evil insinuate itself into the harmony 
of Eden? The serpent suggests choices 
that ultimately disrupt the perfect 
order God intends. m 


Rev. Glenn Inglis’ Malawi mission is 
supported by International Ministries. 
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WORLD NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


A serious downturn 


—The Anglican Church in Canada elimi- 
nated seven positions from its national 
office in November as part of a plan to 
slash $1.3 million from the 2009 budget 
and reduce its running deficit. 

According to the Anglican Journal, 
ongoing budget deficits have been 
attributed to declines in givings, 
investment income and donations to 
church-supporting funds. 

Revenues in 2009 are expected to 
fall short of expenditures by about $1.2 
million. 


—Colorado-based Focus on the Family, 
a producer of conservative evange- 
lical media, eliminated 202 jobs—the 
most dramatic cut in its 32-year history. 
Reductions were intended to counter 
economic downturns and a drop in 
donations, which comprise 95 per cent 
of the organization's income. 

The company also cut its budget 
from $160 million in 2008 to $138 
million in 2009, and eliminated print 
versions of four magazines. 


—The landmark Washington National 
(Episcopal) Cathedral which welcomes 
about 700,000 visitors a year and has 
hosted the state funerals of three 
presidents, will slash its budget by 40 
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percent next year, from $24 million to 
$14.4 million. “Like many other insti- 
tutions around the world,” said Very 
Rev. Samuel Lloyd Ill, the cathedral’s 
dean, “Washington National has been 
affected by the serious downturn in the 
financial market.” 


$50 million for Bibles 


World Net Daily and Orlando Sentinel— 
An anonymous donation of $50 million is 
kick-starting an initiative to provide 200 
million people with Bibles in their native 
languages by the year 2025. 

Orlando-based Wycliffe USA, the 
world’s largest Bible translation company, 
is spearheading the Last Languages 
Campaign, and seeks to translate 
the Bible into 2,400 languages which 
currently lack a translation. 


No shopping Sundays 


Alberni Valley Times—The government 
of Prince Edward Island will continue 
to outlaw shopping on Sundays for 
five months of the year, Attorney 
General Gerard Greenan announced in 
November. 

The current law was adopted in 2007, 
and permits shopping on Sundays 
between Victoria Day and Christmas, but 
not during the remaining months. 

The announcement came in response 
to the recommendations of a legislative 
standing committee, which suggested 
stores should be allowed to operate on 
Sundays at their discretion. 

P.E.I.is the only province in which it is 
illegal to shop on Sundays year-round. 


Faiths carry hope 


ENi—Politicians, religious leaders and 
royalty, gathered in Uppsala, Sweden 
ahead of a key United Nations conference 
on climate change and were reminded 
that faiths carry a hope that can resist 
despair and fatalism. 

“We are not at this meeting to find 
special religious answers to the envi- 
ronmental crisis,” said Archbishop 
Anders Wejryd of the (Lutheran) Church 
of Sweden, which organized the inter- 


faith gathering. “We have to share the 
realities of technology, economy and 
politics with all people. This meeting 
draws on facts and theories that we 
all, regardless of belief, can take in, 
question, debate and possibly share ... 
In times of crisis, fear may block us but 
it is mainly in times of crisis that real 
change can take place ... The crisis of 
the world may even show us a kairos, a 
suitable time for change.” 


Doubt deepens faith 


ENI—A sermon on doubt won a best- 
sermon competition hosted by the 
Dutch newspaper, Nederlands Dagblad. 
“Doubt can be hastily perceived as the 
opposite of faith and something that is 
not good. Yet, when | read the story of 
Gideon, | learned that this really is not the 
case. It seems that even though Gideon 
doubts, he also believes; doubt is a tool 
to a deeper relationship with God,” said 
the winner, Almatine Leene, a theology 
doctoral student from South Africa, 
studying in the Netherlands. 


Food crisis 


EAA—"The current food crisis is an 
appalling indictment of our broken 
food system,” stated Sam Kobia, general 
secretary of the World Council of 
Churches in opening a conference on 
Confronting the Global Food Challenge. 
With over one billion people in the 
world now facing constant hunger, 
Kobia said that such growing tragedies 
are “a result of the ways our societies 
have chosen to produce, share, buy and 
sell food.” 

About 120 civil society representatives 
gathered at a conference convened in 
November by the Ecumenical Advocacy 
Alliance to explore the impact of trade 
and investment on the right to food, and 
to explore new trade approaches that 
put human rights at the core. 

“Churches and their related-organiza- 
tions around the world have been tireless 
advocates on food, hunger and agri- 
culture,” said Simon Vilakazi, Economic 
Justice Network of FOCCISA. @ 
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The Change 
Has Come 


We are forever evolving; continuously reforming. BY ANDREW FAIZ 


mere 20 years ago after Jesse Jackson’s failed bid 
Ae the Democratic nomination, I recall reading 

an op-ed piece arguing that the United States of 
America was not ready for an African-American President 
and would not be in our life-time because of the deep racial 
rift in the country. The twentieth day of this month will 
prove the editorialist wrong. 

Of course many of the dynamics from 1988 are still in 
play—cultural segregation still haunts many African-Ameri- 
cans; as does access to social services, education, health care 
and many other staples of civilization, sometimes including 
something as basic as clean water. (Canada’s own indig- 
enous populations suffer many of these same indignities 
daily.) Still a man only a generation away from Kenya is 
going to be the new President by an overwhelming electoral 
win based on a slim popular vote. 

Barack Obama will be President despite the contradic- 
tions; not because, to quote the great Blues song, a change is 
gonna come, but because a change in attitude, lifestyle and 
feeling has already happened. You can feel it: the increase in 
inter-racial couples and mixed-race children, the increase in 
African-American (and Latin and others) mayors and lawyers 
and doctors. You can see it in Tyler Perry’s middle-class African- 
American fantasies; in the novelists and poets who no longer 
feel limited to talking only about race. Waiting to Exhale—the 
book (1992) and the movie (1995)—was a sign of this shift: 
best selling chick-lit in which African-Americans discussed 
their personal identity not through race (as in Do The Right 
Thing (1989) by Spike Lee) but through relationships. 

This shift in storytelling is important, as people see 
themselves within the context of their own communities 
and not merely as some reflection of the dominant Amer- 
ican culture. And the shift goes well beyond African-Amer- 
icans to other races and cultures, to sexuality and ideology. 
There is no longer merely a norm against which all others 
are tested, but a quilt of communities and cultures which 
are complete unto themselves. 

Obama is a perfect metaphor for this new world of mutable 
identities. Born Hawaiian, he was a Junior Senator from IIli- 
nois. Part of a new-immigrant class (via Kenya and Indonesia) 


he graduated from Harvard Law. Not yet 50 years of age, he’s 
been a senator, a lawyer, a lecturer in constitutional law, a 
community worker and now President of the United States 
of America. For a previous generation any one of these would 
have been sufficient for a life’s work, career and identity. No 
longer. (And like Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton, he could in 
his mid-Fifties start one more career before retirement.) 

We create our own history. Which in many ways is the 
most radical thing of all. Our father’s or grandfather’s profes- 
sion, school or hometown no longer define our future. We can 
be born poor in a ghetto and die rich in a mansion. We can be 


Barack Obama will be President not because 
a change is gonna come, but because a change 
in attitude, lifestyle and feeling has 
already happened 


born Italian Catholic and become Presbyterian Elders or even 
Ministers. We can move our families thousands of miles and 
start all over again; there are no rules of tradition. 

As individuals re-brand themselves out of their own 
driving need for purpose and meaning, so do our public 
institutions. Governments shift, change, adapt themselves 
to changing times. Same with corporations, hospitals, 
universities—institutions listen more to their constitu- 
ents. Sure there is corporate arrogance, but a 2009 car, for 
example, will drink less gasoline and be more comfortable 
than a similar model of five years ago. Institutions, public 
and private, adapt because there is no such thing as blue- 
chip anymore. 

This is the world of shifting identities which we nego- 
tiate daily. A world in which we recognize that a person’s 
religion, pigment, profession, history, gender or even sexu- 
ality is not the final arbiter of their identity. Because “Iden- 
tity” is a fixed-point, an end-statement. And we are forever 
evolving; continuously reforming. 

This is the age of Change; which has birthed a new 
President, its shiniest example. @ 


Andrew Faiz is the managing editor of this publication. 
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ast years General 
Assembly formally 


chaplains for thei 


ment of Ministry and Churcn 
cations, along with the Com 


. + 


ittee on Church Doctrine, the 
ssembly agreed that ordination 
not just for ministers heading 


The decision—while in essence simply 
articulating what had already been in 
practice—was a boost for chaplains, who 
sometimes feel as though their ministry 
isn’t considered as important as tradi- 
tional congregational ministry. 

“When I went to seminary, being 
a Canadian Forces chaplain wasn’t on 
the radar,” said Col. David Kettle, the 
recently announced Chaplain General 
of the Canadian Armed Forces. “No one 
talked about it. Real ministry meant con- 
gregational ministry, but there are other 
ministries as well.” 

According to Kettle it was “a coup” 
for chaplains when Rev. Jean Morris was 
elected moderator of the General Assem- 
bly four years ago. Her day job as a chap- 
lain to seniors helped draw the church’s 
attention to non-congregational minis- 
tries. “She really opened it up for us,” 
he said. 

The recommendation at General 
Assembly was a response to several over- 
tures asking for clarification on the > 
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church’s theology of ordination, and for guidelines to pres- 
byteries on whether or not it was okay to ordain a ministe- 
rial candidate who was not being called to a Presbyterian 
congregation. The task force working on the issue decided 
that yes, ordaining ministers as chaplain—even if in a 
secular institution—is appropriate and in accordance with 
the church’s views on what ordination and ministry are 
all about. Presbyteries are required to ensure the position 
requires full ordination, and that there are no restrictions 
placed on the minister by the employer to fully exercise his 
or her Reformed faith. The call of a Presbyterian to a chap- 


“Through such positions, our 
ministers carry out their pastoral, 
teaching roles in public and often 

secular workplaces, at the same time 
providing a wider Presbyterian 
presence, service and witness” 


laincy—especially outside the denomination—is viewed 
as a call to the entire church, rather than that of a single 
charge as in traditional congregational ministry. 

“The Presbyterian Church in Canada continues to 
affirm that ministries of institutional chaplaincy are valid 
and valuable contexts in which its ordained ministers may 
serve,” said Susan Shaffer, associate secretary of Ministry 
and Church Vocations. “Through such positions, our min- 
isters carry out their pastoral, teaching roles in public and 
often secular workplaces, at the same time providing a 
wider Presbyterian presence, service and witness.” 


ev. Dan West is currently the minister 

at Runnymede, Toronto. prior to this, how- 
ever, he was an emergency room chaplain at Toronto’s 
Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre. He said his stint at 
Sunnybrook not only provided him with experiences he 
will “never, ever forget,” it also strengthened his faith and 
influenced his practice as a minister. “The position of chap- 
lain is not to tell you where you should go or end up, but 
to ask you to let me walk beside you,” said West. “You’re 
more of a companion than a leader, and as a spiritual com- 
panion, you enter as the student. You’re asking the person 
to teach you what it is like to be them today, and what 
their needs are.” 

West said this approach has changed the way he minis- 
ters to his congregation. He has taken the idea of “not hav- 
ing all the answers and being okay with that,” and applied 
it to church life. 

“People here are asking the question, ‘Why?’ We're not 
here to answer to that, but to pay attention to the fact that 


20 Presbyterian Record 


the question is being asked.” 

Although West is no longer on staff at the hospital, he’s 
on contract to participate in a government program that 
helps initiate new soldiers preparing for deployment to 
Afghanistan. The halls of the hospital give them their first 
taste of a crisis situation, and they learn how to deal with 
trauma, grief and loss. 

With West’s jovial and laid-back nature, it’s surprising 
he doesn’t view such loss as an unbearable burden. “We 
spend a lot of time around death, and that’s not a burden, 
it’s a privilege,” he said, noting that for him, the most chal- 
lenging situations were dealing with murder, telling par- 
ents their child had died, and being paged to the neonatal 
unit at midnight, knowing that a baby had passed away. 
“To enter into a family during this time, and to build a 
relationship with them, and enter into a place of intimacy 
and trust is one of the things I like most. 

“Death is something I’m no longer afraid of. I’ve had 
people articulate to me, spiritually, mentally, physically 
and psychologically, what it feels like to be dying. How bet- 
ter do you learn than that? My perception has changed. 
Death is a miracle too.” 


ol, Dave Kettle is intimately familiar with 

the passage from this life to the next. 
As a military chaplain since 1981, he has been on duty 
with the United Nations in Bosnia and Rwanda, and has 
been stationed in nearly every Canadian province. As the 
Chaplain General he has the final say on all postings to 
chaplaincies, is responsible for dealing with problems, rep- 
resents Canadian chaplains on international visits, and 
consults with the chief of defense staff. “The buck stops 
with me!” as Kettle puts it. Six other Presbyterian ministers 
serve the regular forces as padres, and five more serve on 
the Canadian Forces Reserve. There are about 185 chaplains 
in total. 

Although the new position has somewhat removed 
Kettle from the field, his passion for chaplaincy remains. 
“T just absolutely adore being a chaplain,” said Kettle over 
the phone, though it’s easy to tell there is a smile on his 
face. “I’m not looking forward to retiring ... It’s a wonderful 
journey of faith.” 

Kettle speaks of the deep camaraderie that exists among 
chaplains—and military chaplains in particular. Much like 
ministers among ministers, chaplains need someone with 
whom they can share their troubles. “In a congregation, 
in most cases, you’re on your own. But in the Canadian 
Forces, you’re always part of a team. I found it lonely as a 
civilian minister. I never find it lonely here.” 

Working with other chaplains increasingly means 
being involved in interfaith and ecumenical relations— 
something that is not only growing in the church, but in 
the military as well. “I think I’m a better Presbyterian > 


1JOE/ISTOCKPHOTO 


Il 


=o 
g¢ 
a) ~ 
5.5 
ae 
os = 
oo 
_ = = 
2S 
83 
ct 
So 
gz 
= Ss 
wy 
= 


\ 


2 . a 


v. Dan West 


—kRe 


1 


ian Record 2 


| Presbyter 


ary 2009 


Janu 


COVER 
FEATURE 


because of contact with others,” said Kettle, noting that 
there are now Muslim and Jewish chaplains in the forces, 
and that the chaplains’ badge has been changed to reflect 
the distinct faith tradition of each chaplain. “It enables you 
to figure out who you are, what you value, and why you 
are a Presbyterian. It doesn’t water down your theology, it 
strengthens it.” 

Interfaith work is something that came up repeatedly 
with these chaplains, with each one noting how much they 
enjoyed this aspect of their work, and how crucial it is to 
their ministry. As a chaplain with the City of Edmonton 
for two years, John Dowds has contact with other faiths 
and denominations as a daily part of the job. 


Interfaith work is something that came 
up repeatedly with these chaplains, 
with each one noting how much they 
enjoyed this aspect of their work, 
and how crucial it is to their ministry 


Each city council meeting begins with a moment of 
prayer led by various faith traditions throughout the 
year—something that was first instituted back in 1978. 
“We tell people to pray from their own faith tradition, 
but to be mindful and respectful of the fact that there are 
other faiths represented at each meeting. 

“The greater understanding we have, the greater the 
sense of community in the city.” 

After being in congregational ministry since 1985, 
Dowds was ready for a change. He had always been inter- 
ested in chaplaincy, and had volunteered at nursing 
homes, Legions and at Sick Kids’ hospital in Toronto. In 
Edmonton, he works not only with general city employ- 
ees, but with firefighters and paramedics too. 

“There are wide and varied ways to experience ministry 
with the city,” said Dowds. “There are 11,000 employees 
and 2,000 part-time employees, and they come from a wide 
variety of backgrounds ... My day can go from meeting with 
the mayor to doing a ride-along with firefighters. No two 
days are the same. You get an understanding of the work 
people do, and you get to share in the joys with others. 

“For some, this is the place where they dip their toe in 
the water,” he said. “They’re thinking about spirituality, 
but don’t know where to go. So they come to me to find 
out more.” 

According to Dowds, who carries a pager and is avail- 
able 24/7, his position is the only full-time, paid city chap- 
lain position in Canada that he is aware of, and it has been 
a part of the city since the 1980s, when the first person 
appointed was Presbyterian minister Bill Graham. 

Dowds tries to meet every new city employee, and 
also offers grief counselling, spiritual counselling, and 
stress management. “I get called about all kinds of things. 
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Sometimes I have the answer, and sometimes I don’t. But I 
assure them we’ll work together to get what they need. 

The PCC does not have a set of requirements that chap- 
lains need to meet; it is up to the specific employer to set 
these. (For example, hospital chaplains must become certi- 
fied by CAPPE, the Canadian Association for Pastoral Prac- 
tice and Education, which in turns requires the endorse- 
ment of the person’s church. Military chaplains need prac- 
tical experience in a congregation, and must complete a 
rigorous testing, interview and initiation program created 
by and carried out by the Canadian Armed Forces.) How- 
ever, before a presbytery agrees on ordaining a chaplain- 
to-be, (as opposed to a congregational minister) permis- 
sion must first be granted by the Committee on Education 
and Reception, which reviews credentials of individuals 
entering Presbyterian ministry by non-standard pathways. 
And chaplains don’t have to be ordained; if the employer 
allows it, they can be laypersons as well. 


om Brownlee is a prison and correct- 

ions chaplain in Calgary, He shares his time 
between the Calgary Correctional Centre and the Remand 
Centre. For Brownlee, who used to be a congregational 
minister, his work as a chaplain highlights the reality of 
life’s numerous and varied challenges. 

“When you're a chaplain in prison, things seem more 
real; people’s problems are right there. Whereas people in 
congregations have problems, but they often keep them 
private for years. I get more from the inmates than I give 
sometimes,” said Brownlee, who attends Knox, Calgary. 
“They engage me. I enjoy it. It gives me energy, especially 
at the remand centre. Everyone there is in a state of flux.” 

Brownlee visits both centres daily, picking up requests 
from inmates who simply want to talk, or need prayer, 
want a Bible or to join a Bible study. He is also a chaplain to 
the staff, interacts with volunteers, conducts funerals, and 
ministers to inmates whose relatives have died, and works 
with the Roman Catholic chaplain who is also on staff. 

“People see the ugly side of things and think, ‘Oh gosh. 
Tom’s dealing with that?’” said Brownlee, referring to the 
common reaction he gets when people find out he min- 
isters to criminals. “I’m also part of a visitation program 
at Bowden Institution, and there’s a lifer there who I sit 
down and talk with. He has the same hopes and dreams as 
anyone else. 

“Yes, | see the person who took a life, and I see some- 
one who pushed a person in front of a train. I see them, I 
talk to them, I hear about their lives. And yes, they become 
human. Those who are admitting to what they did, and are 
sorry for it and want to make amends somehow, I see the 
humanity there.” 

Listening to hard-knock stories and confessions of 
apology, guilt, and grief can take its toll, and Brownlee has 
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“When you're a chaplain in prison, things seem more real; 
people’s problems are right there —Rev. Tom Brownlee 


a strong circle of support to help him debrief and unwind. 
“It is hard. There are times when I get upset, like when 
I meet a serial rapist. But the upsetting times are few and 
far between. 

“The joys are when I hear people talking about wanting 
to make a difference,” continued Brownlee, his passion for 
his work increasingly evident in his voice. “And just the 
conversations we have, especially around faith. I get to see 
where they’re going. At the remand centre, there’s a roll of 
toilet paper in the interview room for the tears.” 

Brownlee sees his work as an extension of what Jesus 
called the Church to do. “We’re dealing with poor people, 
drug addicts, those with fetal alcohol syndrome, depres- 
sion, learning disabilities, schizophrenia, and victims of 
sexual, mental, and physical abuse. These people are disen- 
franchised. And there are hundreds of passages in the Bible 
of God’s concern for the disenfranchised.” 

Though university students generally aren’t facing 
the kinds of problems that Brownlee deals with, life on 
campus—particularly at a huge one like the University of 


Toronto—can be lonely and isolating for students. Add 
to that the fact that many students are going through life 
changes and questioning who they are, and it’s easy to see 
how chaplains can play a vital role on campus. 


ev, Ralph Wushke divides his time 
between chaplaincy at U of | 

stering at Bathurst United, Toronto 

His desire to be chaplain was a direct result of his own uni- 
versity experience. “University chaplains were key in my 
religious and church life, and were formative in my social 
life,” said Wushke, who became a chaplain in 2004. “Stu- 
dent Christian communities were everything that mattered 
to me in my student years.” 

Many of the programs on campus led by Wushke and 
his chaplaincy partner Jeanette Unger focus on ecumenism 
and interfaith exploration. An interfaith discussion group 
held last year attracted Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, and 
agnostics. By the end, a place of community existed for > 


and Munk 
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“You're more of a companion than a leader, and as a spiritual companion, 
you enter as the student—kev. Dan West 


the students who attended. “One of the young evangelical 
students commented that it was great to have a place to come 
in the face of the animosity towards religion that is found on 
campus,” said Wushke. “She was feeling so pressured because 
of her faith, so to find a place where her faith could be hon- 
oured, even in a multi-faith group, was wonderful for her.” 

Although Wushke and Unger are not Presbyterian, the 
chaplaincy office is based at Knox College, and the pair 
attends presbytery meetings to keep the church appraised 
of their ministry. The creation of the Ecumenical Chap- 
laincy at U of T was spurred on by a Presbyterian, in fact, 
thanks to then-chaplain Karen Bach (now executive direc- 
tor of the Evergreen Centre for Street Youth in downtown 
Toronto). The chaplaincy is still supported by Canada Min- 
istries, which gives grants of $41,400 each year to 13 differ- 
ent university chaplaincies. 

Rev. Dr. Art Van Seters, principal of Knox College 
between 1993 and 1999, spoke at a ceremony recognizing 
Bach’s contribution to the chaplaincy back in May. “Some 
might regard university chaplaincy as an oxymoron,” said 
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Van Seters, “but my own sense is that university is a place 
where deep issues are discussed, and that chaplaincy seems 
to be exactly what a university needs.” 

He listed three things that it takes to be a university 
chaplain: extraordinary sensitivity; being deeply grounded 
in one’s own spiritual tradition, but incredibly open to 
other traditions; and the ability to “give one’s self to true 
engagement with people and with the university, which 
will allow a deep wrestling with the spirit that is so impor- 
tant to us as human beings.” 

Back at Sunnybrook hospital, the interview with Dan 
West and Pam McCarroll, head of pastoral care at Sunny- 
brook and professor of pastoral care at Knox College this 
fall, is wrapping up. As they do, McCarroll speaks of the 
joys of her work. 

“The greatest joy of being a chaplain is just beatae 
witness to the sanctity and presence of God in our lives,” 
she said. “There’s something about looking into the face of 
tragedy; there’s something so 3 there. It has to do 
with being creatures of God.” | 
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“University chaplains 
were key in my religious 
and church life, and were | 
formative in my social life” 
_—Rev. Ralph Wushke 


= Ecumenical chaplains at U 
of T (based at Knox College). 
Rev. Ralph Carl Wushke 

and Jeanette Unger. 
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PRISON CHAPLAINS 
ARE ON THE CUTTING 
EDGE OF MISSION. 

BY WILL INGRAM 


Their experiences 
behind bars have had a profound impact on their lives— 
and on their faith.But they are not inmates; they are three 
individuals who have been called to the ministry of prison 
chaplaincy.Rev. Terry Richardson is a Lutheran minister who 
is presently serving as the Director-General of Chaplaincy 
or Corrections Services Canada in Ottawa; Rev. Wendy 
Murchy is a Protestant, Pentecostal chaplain in the Fraser 
Valley Institution for women in British Columbia; and Rev. 
Arn Main is a Christian Missionary Alliance chaplain in the 
Beaver Creek Institution outside of Gravenhurst, Ont. 

Prison chaplaincy is a unique and historic form of min- 
istry. On an almost daily basis, the chaplain confronts some 
of the great questions of our faith. What is the relationship 
between justice and forgiveness? What does it mean to be 
in relationship with a person who has committed truly hei- 
nous crimes? What roles do grace and mercy play in the 
face of anger and outrage? What does healing look like if 
there is nothing that can undo the damage? The greatest 
challenge, however, is to build trust. 

“Without trust, much of what goes on in the ministry 
of a chaplain will be hampered severely. Ritual and sacra- 
ment as well as various chapel program offerings can still 


26 Presbyterian Record 


be offered, but the estab- 
lishment of a trust relation- 
ship between chaplain and 
offenders is critical. This 
involves clear understand- 
ing of pastoral identity as a 
chaplain, the ability to listen 
carefully with discernment 
for what is really going on, 
being a person of truth, and 
being able to maintain nec- 
essary boundaries with integrity,” says Richardson. 

Murchy echoes that emphasis, “People in prison do not 
trust easily and it takes a lot of time to break down the walls 
and get them to a place where they see me as a ‘safe’ place 
to come. But the rewards are worth the time and effort. 
Each encounter I have challenges and changes me.” 

Rev. Canon J.T.L. James in his A Living Tradition: Peniten- 
tiary Chaplaincy reveals that prison chaplains have been on 
the forefront of some of the most significant social issues in 
our country. These have included movements for human 
rights, care for the families and victims of offenders, calls 
for the abolition of capital punishment, and an emphasis 
on the importance of literacy. 
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The call to stay on the cutting edge of ministry contin- 
ues into the modern age. Prison chaplains now serve in con- 
texts in which sensitivity to interfaith and multi-faith issues 
is paramount. They are called upon to minister in deeply 
conflicted environments, building bridges of trust with both 
staff and offenders. They must maintain necessary boundar- 
ies while establishing relationships with often feared and 
marginalized people. They are leaders in the development 
of the principles of restorative justice, which offers a power- 
ful alternative to more punitive visions of justice. 

Prison chaplaincy, therefore, is a form of ministry in 
which the need for spiritual wholeness, for prophetic cour- 
age, and for social justice must constantly be balanced. 

And they should not have to do this work alone. We 
all know the famous passage from Matthew 25—“I was in 
prison, and you visited me.” As Arn Main states, “I believe it 
would be helpful if church communities were to prayerfully 
and thoughtfully take the time to explore their reply to Mat- 
thew 25:39. The passage rolls off the tongue nicely but where 
does the rubber meet the road in their concept of mission?” 

His question is an important one. How many of us have 
ever actually visited a prison? How many of us would face 
an inmate with fear rather than with love? How many of us 
would willingly journey with an offender seeking to reinte- 


PRISON 
CHAPLAINS 


grate into society at the end 
of their sentence? 

The church can play a part 
in prison ministries. As well as 
praying for chaplains, inmates 
and victims, congregations 
should seek to be places of 
support and welcome for 
both victims and offenders. 
Chaplains can be invited to 
address congregations and 
lead in worship. Missions 
committees can explore opportunities for church members to 
volunteer in prisons, work with the families of victims and 
offenders and participate in community-based chaplaincy ini- 
tiatives. Richardson reminds us that “prisons, and prison min- 
istry, are often ‘out of sight and out of mind.’” Or, as Wendy 
Murchy states, “people don’t have to come inside the gates of 
a prison to make a real difference in someone’s life.” 

One example of such a community-based initiative is 
the Circles of Support and Accountability which connects 
a small group of individuals with an offender during the 
first few years after their release from incarceration. Often, 
these COSAs work with individuals who display a high risk 
of re-offense but who have completed their prison sentences. 
While no programme can guarantee successful reintegration, 
it is interesting to note that these COSAs have a demonstrated 
record of reducing the chance of re-offense and re-incarcer- 
ation. It is not always easy to journey with those who have 
committed terrible crimes—but the circle members make the 
journey seeking the humanity of the offender, and seeking 
to reduce the chance of such crimes occuring again. 

At the present time, the Presbyterian Church is woefully 
underrepresented in the ministry of prison chaplaincy. In 
part, this is because a General Assembly mandate discour- 
ages certain types of contractual agreements which, unfor- 
tunately, are the types of agreements under which federal 
prison chaplains usually serve. But there is also a lack of 
encouragement for ministers to ponder prison chaplaincy as 
an important vocational option when seeking calls to new 
contexts for ministry. 

So how should a person who feels a call to prison chap- 
laincy explore this ministry? Murchy encourages potential 
chaplains to speak with a chaplain, visit a prison, and “ask 
lots of questions and then pray that the Holy Spirit gives clear 
direction. This ministry is not for everyone but for those who 
are Called, it is incredibly fulfilling and rewarding.” @ 


Rev. Will Ingram is the Presbyterian representative on the Inter- 
faith Committee on Chaplaincy for Corrections Services Canada 
and has been a member of a number of different Circles of Sup- 
port and Accountability for high-risk ex-inmates. He is the senior 
minister at St. Andrew’s, King Street, Toronto. 
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The Church Must 
Teach—Or Die! 


James D.Smart anda revolutionary curriculum. BY WILLIAM KLEMPA 


ILLUSTRATION BY MICHE 


LLE THOMPSO} 
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, the Presbyterian Church USA's 
Christian Faith and he oniriculitrn was launched. It 
became the most successful Christian education program 
in the history of American Protestantism. In his A Religious 
History of the American People, the eminent historian Sydney 
Ahlstrom gives this program pride of place in his discussion 
of the impact of neo-orthodoxy, the movement initiated by 
the renowned Swiss theologian Karl Barth, on the American 
churches in the 1940s and 1950s. Neo-orthodoxy, he notes, 
moved into the seminaries and from the seminaries into the 
churches and then into its Sunday schools. 

Few American and probably fewer Canadian Presbyte- 
rians know or remember that it was a Canadian Presbyterian 
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minister who became CFLC’s major architect. James D. Smart, 
then minister of St. Paul’s, Peterborough, Ont., was called to 
Philadelphia to be the education program’s editor-in-chief in 
1944. His successor was also a Canadian, a United Church of 
Canada minister, Norman F. Langford. 

After successfully launching the CFLC—which reached 
into a million homes—in 1948, Smart returned to be minister 
of Rosedale, Toronto, in 1950. While at Rosedale, he lectured 
in Christian education at Knox and Ewart Colleges. 

In 1954, he wrote The Teaching Ministry of the Church. It 
had a profound impact on Christian educators; Theology 
Today called it “one of the very best books on Christian 
education.” 
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Church school enrollment increased by forty-four per cent 


in a 10-year period. There is no doubt that James D. Smart 


i 


was its creative, prophetic, driving force 


Smart left Rosedale in 1957 to became Jessup Professor 
of Biblical Interpretation at Union Theological Seminary in 
New York and, with his many biblical and theological books, 
earned a reputation as one of America’s most distinguished 
Christian thinkers. He was one of a select group of theologians 
who drafted The Confession of 1967, a theological watershed 
in the history of American Presbyterianism. Always a pastor 
at heart, upon his retirement he returned to be co-minister of 
Rosedale from 1970 to 1974. 

Born in Alton, Ont., Smart experienced his theolog- 
ical awakening while he was minister of Ailsa Craig, Ont. 
Confronted with the problem of what to preach he found 
the help he needed in the theological preaching of Barth and 
Eduard Thurneysen, a fellow Swiss pastor. They, along with 
his Knox College teacher, W.W. Bryden, awakened an untheo- 
logical Ph.D. in Old Testament, as he described himself, to 
the primacy of God’s Word and the preacher’s calling to be a 
minister of the divine Word. 

While in Philadelphia, James Smart became a regular 
Presbyterian Record columnist, writing a monthly Letter 
From Philadelphia. 


With the help of Dr. Leonard J. Trinterud, a book editor, 
and Hulda Niebuhr, a Christian educator, Dr. Smart 


the basic principles. He produced a pamphlet o 
new curriculum: The Church Must Teach—Or Die! with its fout 


revised 


headings: Why Christian education? Whose task? To what 
end? What shall we teach? 

The new program followed a three-year cycle: Jesus Christ, 
Bible, and Church. It came to have five hallmarks 

Training For Christian Discipleship: The emphasis was on 


a curriculum which was Christ-centred. Christian disciple- 
ship was the goal and here it contrasted sharply with reli- 
gious education’s goal to develop the latent spiritual capaci- 
ties of children. 

Emphasis On Bible And Doctrine: The Bible was given a 


central place. Doctrine was also emphasized, particularly the 
doctrines of God, Jesus Christ, and the Bible. 
Honesty About Historical-Critical Scholarship: Compared 


to liberal theology, it emphasized biblical a 
compared to fundamentalism, it called for a candid approach 
to biblical scholarship. 

Importance Of Church History: Since no 


one Can » 
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The gifts you plan for today can leave a 
lasting legacy for future generations and help 
shape the kind of church your children and 


grandchildren will inherit: 


A bequest can help ensure that your 
congregation will have a vital youth 


ministry for generations to come, 


A gift of stock can provide bursaries for 
ministers who will serve the church of 


tomorrow, 


A gift annuity can offer life-changing 
mission experiences for future leaders 


of both church and nation, 


A life insurance policy can provide 
emergency relief for victims of disasters 


that haven’t even happened yet. 


The future is in your hands! 


For more information 
on how your gifts can help shape the future contact: 


The Planned Giving Office 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 
1-800-619-7301 
www.presbyterian.ca/plannedgiving 
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REV. JAMES D. SMART 


live “on the pinpoint of the present 
moment,” there is an obligation to 
teach church history to enable students 
to see themselves as part of the “church 
of the ages.” 

A Program For Church And Home: It 
sought to involve teachers and parents in 
Christian education. Thirty-two pupils’ 
books, comparable in quality to those 
used in public schools, were published. 
They were written mainly in narrative 
form and illustrated by first-rate artists. 

While there were criticisms from 
both conservatives and liberals, generally 
speaking the response was overwhelm- 
ingly positive. CFLC was a publishing 
and financial success. Church school 
enrollment increased by 44 per cent in 
a 10-year period. It was, as Dr. Edward 
Paisely, a board executive, said: “... the 
glorious accomplishment of a team, 
board and staff ...” Yet there is no doubt 
that James D. Smart was its creative, 
prophetic, driving force. 

Smart died in 1982 at age 76. It has 
been said that the dead matter if they 
once spoke the truth. He spoke the 
truth: the church must teach—or die! 
The questions Smart posed—Why Chris- 
tian education? Whose task? To what 
end? What shall we teach?—are relevant 
and urgent. Undoubtedly we will answer 
the questions differently than James D. 
Smart. But answer them we must. We 
cannot and should not want to return to 
the past. Yet, we too are faced with the 
same stark alternatives: the church must 
teach—or die! @ 


Rev. Dr. William J. Klempa is a former 
moderator of the Presbyterian Church. 
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~The Whole 
Church Teaches 


Reflections on Educational Ministry Today. BY DOROTHY HENDERSON 


Dong-Ha Kim, a recent graduate 
from Knox College, while updating 
a 22-year-old video for our denomi- 
nation, made an interesting obser- 
vation: “Twenty-two years ago there 
was an underlying assumption that 
children and families wanted to be 
in church.” 

Many excellent curricula of 
the 1950s and 1960s were, in fact, 
influential not only because of 
their serious scholarship but also, 
in great part, because of the sheer 
volume of post-war children and 
the assumption that children would 
be in church on Sunday. Post-war 
parents, and society in general, took 
Christian education very seriously. 
It was a golden era for curriculum 
development. 

Within the past 30 years, there 
has been tremendous change in 
curriculum development. Thirty 
years ago, a new curriculum was 
launched by a crowded room of 
theologians (usually professors), 
clergy, and Christian educators. 
Today, new curricula are developed 
by a handful of publishers and 
marketers. Background pieces for teachers 30 or 60 years 
ago were serious theological essays. Today, they are two 
paragraphs. Teaching methods and parenting approaches, 
too, are drastically different. If, in 1952, a six-year-old 
couldn’t sit still and “listen” in church or Sunday school, 
he was taken out and spanked. (At least, that happened 
routinely in my church.) 

Today, as theologian Leonard Sweet points out, our 
Christian education must be EPIC. E stands for Experience. 
People want to experience God, not simply have a rational 
understanding of God. P is for Participatory. People want 
to be really engaged in their own change. I is for Image- 
driven. Just as Jesus is the image of God, the best religious 


teachers use metaphors and images. 
C stands for Connected. Chris- 
tians choose to be associated with a 
community. 

In the Presbyterian Church, 
how do we now view educational 
ministry, appreciating our firm foun- 
dation but being realistic about the 
changing context? 

The great Christian educator, 


Maria Harris, reminds us_ that 
curriculum is not merely books 
and audio-visual resources and 


programs. Curriculum is the whole 
church. This means that it is time 
to do things like these: evaluate the 
theology of praise choruses, ponder 
what is being taught when children 
are excluded from communion, 
consider what is being taught when 
the leaders of churches argue bitterly 
over matters like whether or not they 
should have a divorced minister. The 
whole church teaches. 

It is time for clergy and worship 
leaders to take more seriously their 
role as teaching elders and to under- 
stand that, for most clergy, the 
worship hour is the main contact 
they have with their parishioners. Without losing focus 
on the worship of God, the worship hour can also inspire 
people to learn—to go home and read their Bible, or to 
ask, “Where is the justice in that? I want to work to change 
that.” It can evoke in people a desire to pray while they 
are on the treadmill at the gym, or to research our interna- 
tional mission partners on the Internet. 

Educational ministry strengthens from within, while 
pointing people out to face the world. It was like this even 
in the early church. The mission is the same. The methods 
have changed. m@ 


Dorothy Henderson is team leader of the Vine Helpline. 
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Young Children 
and Worship 


A tactile curriculum for the young faithful. BY EMILY WIERENGA 


“This is the best program I know 
that provides a spiritually forma- 
tive setting which is age-appro- 
priate for young children,” says 
Marcia Floding, a Christian educa- 
tion consultant for the Reformed 
Church in America, of Young Chil- 
dren and Worship, a curriculum 
used internationally including the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

“Young children are tactile, 
they love to play, they are concrete, 
yet they are capable of experi- 
encing God and knowing Him. 
Children and Worship takes into account what children are, 
and presents the spiritual nurture they need at their develop- 
ment level.” 

Just two decades old, the program was developed by Dr. 
Sonja M. Stewart, former professor of Christian Education at 
Western Theological Seminary in Holland, Michigan, and 
combines the Montessori approach with religious education. 
The program presents Bible stories and parables using wooden 
figures and other materials, creating an environment which 
cultivates the imagination and invites children to experience 
the wonder and mystery of God. 

Christian Education is comprised of two parts, explains 
RCA Children and Worship coordinator Jane Schuyler. There’s 
the informational approach (used most frequently in Sunday 
school) which focuses primarily on teaching content, versus 
the formational approach, which emphasizes deepening each 
child’s awareness of the presence of God in his or her life. 

In Following Jesus, Stewart’ writes: “Biblical stories, 
personal experiences and the Holy Spirit interact so that 
children come to their own knowing of God, not simply an 
acceptance of information based on the authority of others. 
Children can have their own faith in God—as children.” 

Schuyler agrees. “Children’s spirituality is real,” she 
says. “For individuals who are called to this ministry, it 
is a wondrous gift to be present as the child takes a step 
in faith.” 

Nina Zwart, national coordinator for Children and 
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Worship for the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada, believes the 
program is effective because it 
allows the children to “enter into” 
the story, “helping them under- 
stand that God and Jesus love them 
no matter what.” Becoming part 
of the story helps them remember 
it and share it with others. 

“After one year of the program, 
my 12-year-old daughter said, 
‘Now I get it! Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd!’” says Zwart, a native of 
London, Ont. “It goes way beyond 
teaching about God and Jesus, helping children be in a rela- 
tionship with them.” 

Julie Powers of Newmarket, Ont., has been a leader for the 
past five years. Not only have her two children grown spiri- 
tually through the program, but “it has also allowed me to 
look deeper into the stories, especially the parables, and has 
encouraged me to deepen my faith,” she says. 

In addition to encouraging spirituality, Children and 
Worship’s calming, insightful method has proven helpful 
with developmental disorders such as autism, says Powers. 

“Children are taught how to calm themselves, to sit, to 
be still and to feel the story and to absorb it. We don’t tell 
them what to do after the story—they can choose a response 
appropriate for them. Be it listening to music with head- 
phones, drawing in their art journal, visiting the prayer 
corner, or working on a puzzle ... They pick their response; 
we just facilitate it.” 

In a world of chaos and disorder, Children and Worship 
provides a place for kids to come and make sense of things. 
To quote Stewart, “Here they abide in God’s love as experi- 
enced in biblical stories, parables and liturgical presentations, 
in order to make meaning in their lives and, as the body of 
Christ, live as Christ’s ministers in the world.” 

To learn more about training events in Canada, visit 
presbyterian.ca/education/ycaw. @ 


Emily Wierenga is a freelance writer. 
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Baptism of Jesus. 
BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


January 11: Mark 1:4-11 


ne day, soon after we got our 

Samoyed, Dexter, from the 

shelter, I took him to a park 
where dogs are allowed off leash. Mis- 
take number one. He’s uninhibited, 
curious and affectionate. He doesn’t 
stay on the path. He doesn’t cling to 
my side. 

Mistake number two was letting 
him go down a path beside a pond. 
He looked good, standing there in the 
water, barking his head off. His own 
beam of sunlight made him look oh- 
so-white and, well, canine. 

Then he realized he was wet. Out 
he came. Snow white on top. Pitch 
black on the bottom. “Here I am! 
Aren’t I great? I’ll just rub myself all 
over your pants, and sit down here on 
your foot! Woof!” 

Here’s what I learned from my bap- 
tism as the owner of a large dog: Don’t 
wade into water, unless you know 
what’s under it. And never go wading 
in white pants. 

When we picture a baptism in a 
river, we see clear, running water. We 
see people in white robes. Baptism > 
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LECTIONARY 
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is all about cleansing, after all. In Jesus’ 
day, Jordan flooded in the spring, and 
dried to a trickle in the summer. John 
was there when there was water, and 
when it was safe to wade in. 

Safe, but not clean. In our part of the 
world, we take clear water for granted. 
In most of the rest of the world, water 
is brown. John stood in mud. People 
who wanted to be baptized stood beside 
him. John dipped water and poured it 
over their heads. Murky water. 

People were baptized to prepare for 
the Messiah’s arrival. When the Mes- 
siah arrived, what did he do? He was 
baptized too. 

Not an auspicious start for the Sav- 
iour of the world. To do what any run- 
of-the-mill sinner might do. His mis- 
sion was to usher in a new creation. 
He had to get ready to do that. So Jesus 
got baptized, too. 

Jesus followed a well-worn path to 
meet John. The wilderness was a place 
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of trial and trouble for his people. It was 
also a place of truth, a place where God’s 
word rang out with crystal clarity. 

The Jordan was a sacred river. For 
the Hebrew people it was the last 
border between lostness and home. 


The water that 
washed Jesus carried 
his people’s history 
down the Jordan 


Its waters parted to let the Ark of the 
Covenant lead the nation to the prom- 
ised land. The prophet and hero Elijah 
crossed the river to wait for God’s final 
call. After Elijah was carried away in a 
heavenly chariot, his student, Elisha, 
crossed back to begin his work. 

Did John and Jesus stand in that 
place? Were their feet bathed in the 
same mud that had caked the proph- 
ets’ feet? Some people actually thought 
John was Elijah, back from heaven! 

The water that washed Jesus carried 
his people’s history down the Jordan. 
The soil that stuck to his shirt was of 
their land, their heritage, and their 
faith. Jesus took it all on himself. The 
muck of this world squirted up between 
his toes, and the glory of heaven poured 


down on his head and shoulders. 

There’s something unearthly about 
our images of Jesus. We need to make 
more of him than a talking head. 
We need to see him in old clothes, 
drenched with muddy water. We need 
to remember he has dirty feet. 

Nobody wore white pants into 
John’s baptistry. White dogs were 
banned from the river. Jesus began his 
work in this world by plunging into 
this world’s life. Not just Israel’s life 
and history. Our life, too. 

Baptism is all about what God gives 
to us, not what we can understand or 
give in return. We were all immersed 
in grace that was before us, in now, 
and ever shall be. We were bathed in 
a faith greater even than our own part- 
ents’ trust in God on that day. 

Like Jesus, we got wet in water 
that carried the whole history of our 
people, God’s people, the church. Like 
Jesus, we were named children of God. 
We were ordained at baptism to serve 
God in this beautiful, troubled world. 

We can’t see it, but the dust of the 
well-worn path is all over our feet. The 
mud of the world sticks to our clothes. = 


Rev. Laurence DeWolfe lives and teaches 
in Halifax. 
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hen I was a boy of eight or 

nine, my parents saw fit 

to give me a room of my 
very own far removed from the rest 
of the family, in a rather dark area at 
the south end of our house. I’m sure 
they thought they were doing me a 
big favour. After all, a boy with some 
space of his own is a happy boy, a well- 
adjusted, confident child, ready to face 
the world. But parents can’t be right 
about everything. 

For a boy of eight or nine there was 
much to be afraid of in those days, even 
outside that shadowy room. My older 
brother David told me to watch out for 
icicles. A 24-pounder with a razor-sharp 
point could do significant damage 
to a third-grader’s complexion if he 
slammed the door too hard and looked 
up on his way to school in the winter. 
It’s not a pretty sight, a child pinned to 


a snowdrift in that manner. 

And then there were the bears. 
Grizzly bears. A whole tribe of them 
lived just beyond the trees out back of 
our house. “What do they eat?” 


At night, | lay in bed watching 
my wall for strange shadows 
and listening carefully for 
strange noises 


“Oh, they like nothing better than 
small boys ... they start with the arms.” 

Each morning on my way to school, 
I shut the door carefully and tiptoed 
through those trees like a soldier behind 
enemy lines. 

At night, I lay in bed watching my 
wall for strange shadows and listening 
carefully for strange noises. Neither 
was hard to find. I could hear a man 


CALLAWAY 


creeping down the hallway toward me, 
dragging an axe behind him. This was 
not my imagination. 

My entire body froze stiff, every 
nerve ending on alert. The footsteps 
drew closer. Looming in the doorway 
was a shadow, one hand on its throat, 
the other thrashing wildly toward me. 
The shadow growled: “Aaaaahhh!” 

I was unable to move, clutching my 
tiny chest and gurgling. 

My brother David stood in the 
doorway, laughing as if a heart attack 
was the funniest thing he could imagine 
me having. 

I slumped and lay still, my eyes wide 
open. David’s smile began to wrinkle, 
and he reached down to shake me. “You 
OK?” he asked, genuinely concerned. 

I didn’t move. It was the only 
revenge I could think of. 

That day Mother hung a plaque > 
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neatly beside my bed. It was a Bible 
verse from Isaiah, one about fear. “Do 
not fear,” it said, “for I am with you; 
do not be dismayed, for Iam your God. 
I will strengthen you and help you.” 
Though I wasn’t the sharpest knife in 
the drawer, I knew it wouldn’t hurt to 
study that verse, so I could hang on to 
it when the lights dimmed. 

I would love to tell you that as I 
memorized that verse, thoughts of 
bears and axes and icicles melted into 
peace, and I began to snore ... smiling. 
| would love to tell you that ever since 
then my life has been one long stretch 
of fearless living, marked by victory 
over the concerns that face us all. 

The truth is, it would take three 
decades and an eight-year-old of my 
own to teach me why we have every 
reason to trust and no need to fear. 

“Daddy ...” 

It is midnight. A small girl in socked 
feet stands in our bedroom doorway 
silhouetted by the soft glow of a night- 


light. “Daddy ... I’m scared.” 

It is the third time we’ve covered 
this territory tonight. I take her hand 
and pull back her covers. Beside her 
bed hangs the same verse that once 
framed mine. 

“Rachael,” I say, “Did you go over 
your Bible verse?” 

EN GSO, 

“And you counted sheep?” 

Yup,” 

“And you talked to the Shepherd?” 

Aba gheh al 

“Ammm ... well, | want to tell you 
a secret. Something I hope you'll never 
forget.” 

“What's that?” 

“Well, you see ... some people seem 
to need more sleep than others. And I’m 
one of those who doesn’t sleep as much as 
you. Have you ever knocked on my door 
late at night and found me sleeping?” 

“Um ... Nope.” 

“So if a burglar comes, I’ll be awake, 
right?” 


“Uh huh.” 

“And if a monster ever comes to 
visit, he can find me just around the 
corner, can’t he?” 

“Uh huh.” 

“Then go to sleep, Rachael ... Daddy 
is awake.” 

I kiss her forehead then. And her 
nose. And her dimpled chin. “I love 
you, sweetheart.” 

“Love you too, Daddy.” 

A few minutes later I tiptoe from 
her room and climb into my own bed, 
resting ice-cold feet on the back of my 
wife’s leg. 

She sits straight up. “Italian 
dressing?” she says groggily, then lies 
back down. And I go to sleep with a 
very satisfied smile stuck to my face. 

It’s easy to rest in peace when you 
know that your Father is awake. @ 


Phil Callaway is the author of numerous 
bestsellers and a popular speaker. Visit him 
at www.philcallaway.com 
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Calvinism 
and Mission 


Geneva was ready to send out its pastors. BY KEN STEWART 


Upon ... hearing this news, the church of 
Geneva at once gave thanks to God for the 
extension of the reign of Jesus Christ in a 
country so distant and likewise so foreign 
and among a nation entirely without the 
knowledge of the true God. 


he year was 1556 and John 
Calvin received a letter which 
concerned France, but  origi- 
nated in Brazil. It asked, “Would the 
Genevan church send some artisans 
and pastors to assist a struggling 
French colony on Brazil’s coast?” The 
colony was France’s attempt to estab- 
lish a foothold in a continent claimed 
entirely by Spain and Portugal. Calvin 
and Geneva, sensing an opportunity 
to take the Christian message to the 
colony and through it to the native 


peoples of the region, said “yes” in a 
heartbeat. 

The story is deeply significant, 
even though—as events unfolded—the 
Genevans found their liberty to preach 
the Gospel restricted and were soon 
forcibly returned to Europe. It tells us 
that Geneva, a major city of the Refor- 
mation, and the city associated with 
the career of Calvin the Reformer, was 
ready for world mission earlier than is 
generally appreciated. 

One _ historian remarked that 
Calvin’s theology is “logically anti- 
missionary,” which is far wide of the 
mark, but a commonplace opinion. 
Sadly, this prejudice has gained trac- 
tion because of its association with 
something substantially true: all forms 
of Protestantism were slow in matching 


the level of missionary interest evident 
in 16th century Roman Catholicism. 
But against this opinion, there stands 
this evidence dating from 1556. 

The truth of the matter is that 
early Protestantism (whether Lutheran 
or Reformed) either because it was 
landlocked, or because it was not yet 
rooted in countries capable of chal- 
lenging the domination of the world’s 
oceans by the Spanish and Portuguese, 
first had to concentrate on missionary 
work within Western Europe. It may 
sound odd to us, accustomed as we 
are to thinking of medieval Europe as 
Christendom, but thoughtful Roman 
Catholics (such as Erasmus) as well as 
the pioneers of Protestantism were of 
the opinion that much of Europe was 
sub-Christian. Quite apart fromthe > 
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moral and fiscal scandals which charac- 
terized the Church of that time, these 
keen observers saw a European popu- 
lation largely ignorant of the Scrip- 
tures, unable to distinguish between 
folk religion and Christian belief, and 
too often dabbling in superstitions left 
over from Europe’s pagan past. 

From Wittenberg, from Geneva, 
from Lausanne and Zurich there went 
out hundreds of pastor-evangelists into 
the Baltic region, the Low Countries, 
to France, Hungary, and North Italy. 
And as they went, they preached in the 
language of the people, made vernac- 
ular Scriptures available, and trained 
local leaders to guide the churches they 
brought into existence. This mission- 
at-home was well underway when the 
Brazilian invitation came in 1556. 

After 1588 (the year the Spanish 
Armada was defeated) the domination 
of the seas by Spain and Portugal ebbed. 
European regions which had embraced 
the Reformation (especially Englandand 
the Netherlands) sought to make up for 
lost time in colonization and commerce 
abroad. With that determination came 
missionary opportunity using the prin- 
ciples proven necessary in spreading 
renewed Christianity at home: vernac- 
ular Scriptures, plain preaching and the 
training of local leaders. Thus, by the 


1620s, Dutch Reformed missionaries 
were in today’s Indonesia and Sri Lanka 
(earlier Portuguese regions); a vernac- 
ular Bible was ready by 1688. By 1646 
a Massachusetts Congregational pastor, 
John Eliot, was evangelizing the Algon- 
quin in colonial Massachusetts; a Bible 
was prepared for them by 1663. 

Could the Calvinists have done 
more for mission? Yes, in all regions. Is 
the fact that not more was done trace- 


By century’s end, it could 
be credibly claimed that 
one-quarter of all Protestant 
missionaries in the world 
were Presbyterian 


able to some “blind spot” in Calvin’s 
theology? This question could as fairly 
be asked of Catholicism, which entrusted 
missionary work to monks and nuns 
rather than the Church at large. 

The most famous missionary of the 
18th century was the Congregationalist 
David Brainerd (1718-1747), another 
evangelist among America’s native 
peoples. Funding for his work came from 
Presbyterians in Scotland. His famous 
Diary provided a spark which kindled 
missionary interest in William Carey 
(1761-1834), pioneer Baptist missionary, 
and a good Calvinist of rightful fame, 
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and in Henry Martyn (1781-1812), 
pioneer Church of England missionary 
to the Persian Gulf region. Canadians 
John Geddie (1815-72) and Jonathan 
Goforth (1859-1936) were just two of 
a galaxy sent out from churches in the 
Presbyterian and Reformed branch of 
the Christian family. By century’s end, 
it could be credibly claimed that one- 
quarter of all Protestant missionaries in 
the world were Presbyterian. 

The post-Second World War rise of 
independence movements in many 
regions of the world once colonized by 
European powers brought with it a long 
period of reassessment. Persons in the 
emergent nations justifiably asked what 
had been the relationship of the Chris- 
tian gospel to the exercise of colonial 
power. Had the Christian gospel itself 
become an accessory in the oppres- 
sion of the colonized? The evidence 
was mixed, with some data showing 
that the gospel had been pressed into 
service as an agent of Westernization, 
and other data showing that as many 
Christian missionaries had been scru- 
pulous to avoid such entanglements. 
In the West, missionary zeal declined. 

Happily, this period of reassess- 
ment is largely behind us, with the 
proof of it being the strong cross- 
cultural missionary interest of Korean, 
of Chinese, of South-East Asian, and of 
Brazilian Christian churches, many of 
them direct inheritors of John Calvin’s 
theology. But this heartening new 
orientation to cross-cultural mission in 
regions of the world where missionary 
work and colonial ambition once 
proceeded alongside each other raises 
an interesting question for us, in lands 
which formerly sent missionaries in 
larger numbers. Are we as committed 
now to the cross-cultural communi- 
cation of the Gospel as are the non- 
Western churches which our earlier 
missionary efforts helped bring into 
being? Have we our original zeal for 
what the Genevans called “the exten- 
sion of the reign of Jesus Christ?” 


Dr. Ken Stewart is working on a forth- 
coming book called Ten Myths About 
Calvinism. 
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Something more is going on than meets the ear or eye. BY JOSEPH MCLELLAND 


n a Monty Python’s Flying Circus 

sketch, a wrestling match between 

a bishop and an atheist is held to 
determine whether God exists. After a 
stirring match, the result is declared: 
God exists, by two falls to a submis- 
sion. That’s what logicians call a “solid, 
knock-down argument.” It’s very funny 
because that’s quite the wrong way to 
wrestle with religious questions. 

Does God exist? Yes and No. Yes, 
there are compelling reasons to believe, 
but No, “God” does not “exist” in the 
same way we do. The greatest Western 
theologian, Augustine, asked: “What 
is God?” and answered, “More than 
we can say or think.” That “more” is 
the key: this reality is so far above our 


life and thought that our knowledge 
comes through sign, symbol, parable, 
metaphor. 

Atheists usually reject the idea of 
a God because the world has so much 
evil, and isn’t God all-powerful? Or 
they think science explains the world 
sufficiently and there’s really nothing 
beyond what is visible. Both reveal 
naive attitudes. The first operates with 
an infantile view of God and the second 
with a simplistic view of the world. 
They ask us to prove that God exists. 

But should theology (religion 
thinking out loud) even attempt to 
prove the existence of God? The Bible 
never does. Great thinkers of the past 
gave good and various reasons for faith, 


but didn’t regard them as “proofs.” Of 
course, people still see the order and 
beauty of the world as an “argument 
from design,” sufficient evidence of a 
Creator. Yet classic authorities make a 
different point. Anselm of Canterbury 
(12th century) cast his argument in the 
form of prayer to “That than which 
nothing greater can be conceived.” 
He’s in dialogue with God as to why 
he believes; his motto is “faith » 


THIS SERIES IS A BASIC PRIMER ON UNDER- 
STANDING THEOLOGICAL CONCEPTS. YOU 
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BY DISCUSSING THE QUESTIONS AVAILABLE 
ON OUR WEBSITE WITH YOUR STUDY GROUP. 
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seeking understanding.” Augustine 
(Sth century) had relied more on intu- 
ition and personal experience, but both 
agreed that authorities are important 
in matters of faith. Here we proceed 
not by “demonstrative proof” as in the 
sciences, but by persuasive argument 


Faith is a like an experimental 
science; we test our relationship 
to God, exploring this strange 
dimension of trust and worship 


based on true opinions, which in turn 
are conclusions from our experience 
through signs and symbols. 

Now theology has been chastened 
in recent decades, displacing it from the 
centre of the academic world. Practically 
everyone used to believe in God, and in 
the West, the Christian God. Today such 
faith is often dismissed as eccentric, a 
childish reliance on a celestial Father- 
figure. This shift has proved therapeutic, 
cleansing us from sloppy habits of 
thinking, particularly of God-talk. 

What does theology really do, if it 
can’t prove that God exists? It describes 
human faith, what people think about 
God as they respond to signs of divine 
presence. It seeks to criticize and purify 
our ideas of what God is like. Every 
enquiry begins from the data of human 
experience—as a matter of fact, there is 
faith in the world, people do believe in 
God. Why? It’s crucial to see that some- 
thing more is going on than meets the 
eye or ear. The revelation to Moses is a 


model: the name of God is “I am who 
Iam” (YHWH—or “I will be who I will 
be”)—but this isn’t a noun or proper 
name at all, it’s a verb! Human faith is 
a logical response to this Active Pres- 
ence. The next verses show where to 
find God: in the trajectory of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob: “This 
is my name” (Exodus 
3:14-15). 

Theology seeks what 
is appropriate to God. 
Faith is a like an experi- 
mental science; we test 
our relationship to God, 
exploring this strange dimension of 
trust and worship. Christian saints 
learned that faith really means “union 
with Christ,” receiving the benefits of 
Christ’s life and work because he makes 
us part of his People or Body. They also 
found that the most difficult question 
concerns divine omnipotence. They 
discovered—after many false starts— 
that God’s divine power is not like 
physical force, as if there’s a celestial 
engineer ready to butt into human 
history to fill a need (God of the gaps) 
or to make things right (God of the 
zaps?). In classical Greek theatre, when 
the plot became so thick they couldn’t 
unravel it, a god would appear high up 
on the “god-walk,” hoisted by a special 
crane, to announce his word of solution. 
This “God from the machine” (deus 
ex machina) is not the biblical deity. 
Rather, scripture teaches the divine 
power of love and persuasion—we are 
God’s image, responsible as mature 
adults and not dependent babies. We’re 


Take part in a workshop 
for congregational leaders 


Diana Butler Bass 


Author of Christianity for the Rest of Us 


Finding The Way Again 


Practices for the 21st Century Church 


at Rosedale Presbyterian Church, Toronto, Saturday February 28, registration from 8:45 a.m. 
Numbers limited: sign-up information at www.rpcc.ca or (416) 921 1931 


40 Presbyterian Record 


called to be stewards of a good creation, 
not spoilers of a luxurious estate. 

We must distinguish two ways of 
reasoning—both are rational. Science 
follows the nature of things and 
proceeds by demonstration. But when 
we turn to matters beyond the material 
realm, or implied by their existence, 
we have probable reasoning. In fact, 
the latter takes in the most important 
things—our values, (beauty, goodness— 
and truth itself!), our emotional and 
psychological life. It would be absurd 
for a lover to write an essay (with 
footnotes) to his beloved, rather than 
sending flowers or writing a poem. 

Modern society is sometimes called 
post-Christian because the Church 
has lost its place as arbiter of social 
norms and quasi-official religion of the 
Western world. Clearly, we now live in 
a pluralistic world, with values derived 
from science or economics—consum- 
erism, acquisitiveness, egoism. Rather 
than simply lament the passing of the 
good ol’ days, we must face the situation 
head-on and think through our faith in 
light of the new challenges. Have we not 
contributed to this demise by infantile 
pictures of God, or arrogance about our 
mission to people of other faith or just 
by our complacency? 


Rev. Dr. Joseph McLelland is professor 
emeritus at McGill University and Presby- 
terian College, Montreal. His latest book is 
Pluralism Without Relativism: Religious 
Studies a la Mode, Clement Publishing. 


CHURCH CUSHIONS 


Fine quality pew or kneeling cushions. 
On your next seating project, contact 


Waggoners, the cushion specialists! 


TOLL FREE 1-800-396-7555 


Waggoners, Inc 


Wwww.pewcushions.com 


& STUDIOS fe Noe 


ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN 


IN STAINED GLASS 
(905) 669-4244 
UNIT #6, 8481 KEELE STREET 
CONCORD. ONTARIO L4K 127 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


To place an ad call Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 
Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


ENGLAND! Weekly in Malvern, Worce- 
stershire. Central for sightseeing: Wales, 
Stratford. Victorian home, sleeps 4. 
Great views, walks, moderate rates. 

Car advantageous. 519-746-9191. 


PROTECTIVE 
GLAZING 


SINCE 1979 
97 Wharncliffe Rd, S. London, Ont. N6J 2K2 
Toll Free 877-575-2321 
www.sunrisestainedglass.com 


Ecclesiastical 
Refinishing 
Group Ltd 


Sanctuary Restoration 
Plaster Restoration 
Design Services 
Custom Painting 


P.O. Box 1502 
Kingston, Ont. Canada K7L 5C7 
Tel: 613-549-9250 
Fax: 613-549-3364 
www.ecclesiasticalgroup.com 


EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


¢ custom designed memorial windows 
e traditional - contemporary 
e releading & restoration ¢ storm glazing 
¢ custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 


| 471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4 
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226 
ESTABLISHED @Awardsglassco@on.aibn.com 
1920 www.edwardsglass.net 


Tr EN 
agate ¥ Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 
Tel: 416-977-4408 x204 Fax:416-977-3856 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


CROWN EX Robemakers and Tailors 


¢ Genuine tailor made ¢ Satisfaction guaranteed ¢ Affordable for 


Clergy Preaching Choir Vestments Academic 


CROWNEX Ltd., 1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 1S3 
Tel. (416) 503-1288 Fax. (416) 503-8788 E-mail: info@crownex.com 


www.crownex.com 


New Horizons 
TOWER 
Toronto Bed and Breakfast serving matu- 
re adults for 30 years. See the latest show, 
ROM, AGO, TSO and much more! Close to 
downtown, hospitals, 24 hour security... 
steps to subway or bus, beautifully ap- 
pointed single and double rooms, parking 
included...VISA, reasonable rates-Reserve 
today. Ask about our Boutique Hostel... 
Felisa (416) 536-6111 
www.newhorizonstower.com 


MDs 
CANAL CRUISES 
RIDEAU CANAL 

TRENT SEVERN WATERWAY 3 
Cruise Ontario's magnificent heritage ¢ 
canals along 355 miles of scenic lakes, 
rivers and locks in the comfort of the 
45 passenger Kawartha Voyageur 
riverboat with dining room, lounge, and @&, 
twin lower berth cabins with private @ 
ies acilities. 5 day voyages. 
ee 9 WWW. ontariowaterwaycruises.com 


1-800-561-5767 


Robert McCausland 
Limited 


Artists & Craftsmen 
of Stained Glass since 1856 
30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 
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FROM THE 
BODIE RGIS 


New Year, 
New Beginning! 


We need transformative change, through time, effort and hard work. 


j 


n 


BY REV. CHEOL SOON PARK 


very year, we begin a new 
Fee: of our lives. It is like 

a blank paper given to us, a 
new opportunity, full of possibilities, 
waiting to be filled up by us. Everyone 
has a resolution as the new year begins. 
Spending more time with the family, 
getting back into shape, quitting 
smoking, going back to daily prayer 
life, being more organized, etc. They 
may sound very easy and perfectly 
normal to follow, yet we know that 
they are the annual contests on our 
list. We start the year with great hope 
and determination but we tend to 
lose energy as soon as the decorations 
are put away. Making changes in our 
lives is not as easy as it seems. 

Changes do not happen by them- 
selves. Changes require determina- 
tion, effort, sacrifice, and pruden- 
tial planning and discipline as well. 
They don’t just come to us because 
we hope, dream, or even yearn. We 
have to make them happen. The 
most frequent mistake we make 
about our New Year’s resolution is 
to delay them. We say, “I will do it 
tomorrow. Really!” We know we need 
to do it. Just later. Maybe that’s why 
we have the same resolutions on our 
list every year. 

It has been six months since | 
took the office of the Moderator of 
General Assembly. I have visited local 
churches and met with members 
who said they were excited about the 
theme of Change. And many asked 
me, “How are you going to imple- 
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ment this change in local churches?” 
There is still a great deal of unease 
about this subject in our church. We 
all know that we need to make a move 
yet we don’t seem to be confident or 
comfortable dealing with it. And we 
hope somebody (or anybody) would 
initiate it. So we wait. 

Real change begins with our atti- 
tude, understanding, and commit- 
ment toward the church and _ its 
ministry. We are called to serve. In 
order to serve effectively we need the 
tools and instruments that will help 
us approach the people who may 
not have any understanding of the 
church. Often introducing these tools 
and instruments to the church is more 
challenging than approaching people 
in the world. We feel uncomfortable 
with new colours, vocabularies, order 
of service, music and many other 
things. The church I’ve been with for 
my entire life suddenly starts feeling 
like someone else’s living room. 
Others seem to feel at home, but I 
don’t. So I demand to bring my old 
house back! Well, let us admit it. We 
don’t like change. 

Christian faith doesn’t have 
anything to do with feeling nice. It’s all 
about serving the Lord and others. It 
has been like that from the very begin- 
ning. If we can bring more people to 
God by giving in a little, that will bea 
good investment. If we get more souls 
by sacrificing our pride and tradition, 
that will be a wonderful exchange. 
There are so many people looking for 


a meaningful way of living and we are 
called to show them the way. 

There are two kinds of change in 
the world. The first one is the change 
in the form of deformation. It dete- 
riorates the essence of belief. Time 
wears out the passion, commitment, 
and determination of the people. 
Everything changes as time goes by, 
but usually it downgrades. There 
is another kind, the change in the 
form of transformation. This kind 
of change is not brought by time. It 
happens only when people invest 
with time, effort and hard work. This 
is the change we should pursue. The 
Church mustn’t be a change chaser. It 
should be a change maker. By waiting 
for the world to force us to act, we put 
ourselves in the hopeless position of 
having to clean up the mess the world 
will leave behind. We should begin 
now. Change doesn’t just happen. It 
is only made. The New Year is here. So 
is our future. 

Forget the former things; do not dwell 
on the past. 

See, 1 am doing a new thing! Now it 
springs up.—Israel 43:18-19a @ 


aa 


Rev. Cheol Soon Park 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 
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IS THIS YOU? 


To place an ad call *You have a passion to help us 


Carol McCormick build a relationship with 
905-833-6200 ext. 25 edueeitiet 


or email: 
cmecormick@canadads.com *You are able to make the 


Word of God relevant. 
*You have a heart for missions. 
(oS eo eee hi 
\ \ 
*Are you ready to help us } 


Coquitlam Presbyterian Church 
ih tion of 450 / become fishers of men, 
SA MT Lene) tse eLa women and children? 


in Coquitlam, British Columbia is seeking a i — 
Preacher, Pastor, Teacher and Servant Leader : 


beginning August 1, 2009 PRESBYTERIAN 


Is God leading you to be our new Lead Pastor? CHURCH ~ 
Wallaceburg, Ontario 


For full information, please view our profile at: Is Seeking a Minister. 


wana hi Contact: Interim Moderator 
-hiscpc.com Rev. Mike Maroney, 


Direct all inquiries to: c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
Rev. Dr. Hans Kouwenberg, Interim Moderator 60 Fifth St. Chatham, ON N7M 4V7 


519-352-2313 
: eae a 3 ees maroney@firstchatham.org 


HELP US GROW IN CHRIST 


Farringdon Judependent Church 
Celebrating 175 years Brantiorda, Ontarin 


At Farringdon we are a caring, welcoming community of faith: 
Our Head and Cornerstone is Christ; 
Our Beliefs and Worship are focused on the Trinity; 
We affirm the inspiration & authority of the Bible; 
We believe and practice traditional Christian values. 


We are seeking a caring, academically well qualified ordained minister with strong 
preaching and teaching skills to provide spiritual leadership for our future. 


Contact Dr. Glenn Young 
Chairman of Pastoral Search 
Committee 

70 Kinnard Road 

Brantford, Ontario 

N3T 6G8 

(519) 752-1142 
www.farringdonchurch.ca 


44 Presbyterian Record www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Lower Sackville, N.S.; First Sackville and St. 
John’s, Windsor, N.S.; Interim Moderator 
Rev. P.A. (Sandy) McDonald, 4 Pinehill Rd., 
Dartmouth, N.S. B3A 2E6; 902-469-4480; 
pamcdonald@ns.sympatico.ca. 

Pictou, N.S., St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jeanette Fleischer, PO Box 142, River 
John, NS BOK 1NO; 902-351-2219 (s) or 902- 
351-2473 (h); jen.fleisch@ns.sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND EASTERN ONTARIO 

Beaconsfield, Que., Briarwood; Interim Modera- 
tor Rev. Dr. John Vissers, Presbyterian College, 
3495 University, Montreal, QC H3A 2A8; 
514-288-5256 ext. 201; 


jvissers@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Gloucester (Ottawa), Ont., Gloucester; Full-time 
minister; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. Adrian 
Auret, PO Box 609, Manotick,ON K4M 1A6; 
613-692-4228; adrian.auret@rogers.com. 

Quebec City, Que., St. Andrew's; Full-time 
minister effective April 2009; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Giancarlo Fantechi, 

106-97 Oxford Cres., Sherbrooke, QC J1M 
2G3; 819-566-5962; gfantechi@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 

ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Barrie, Ont.; Essa Road; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Heather Malnick, c/o Living Faith Commu- 
nity, 206 Murphy Rd., Baxter, ON LOM 1B1; 
705-424-0779; livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Bermuda, St. Andrew’s; Full-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Bryn MacPhail, c/o 


PE oD 


oh ur church needs a minister; someone to watch over us and guide us. We are a caring 
and active congregation, a hub of year-round activities. What we are not, is a Sunday- 


only church. With incredible choirs and a JOY Band with over 75 members, we are 
also a uniquely talented group. Please join our dynamic congregation in picturesque 
North Bay — nestled between two large lakes, this beautiful community is friendly and 
family-oriented with modem amenities and an excellent quality of life. If a passionate 
commitment is what you are looking for, please contact us today. 


Calvin Presbyterian Church 


Rev. Les Drayer, Interim Moderator * 124 Carlo Cres., North Bay, ON P1B 8B1 
705-495-4660 « lesdrayer@cogeco.ca * www.calvinpresbyterianchurch.ca 


Recreating the Three Point Charge 


Esson, Willis, and Uptergrove Presbyterian Churches 


45 minutes north of Toronto in the Presbytery of Barrie 


We are looking for a Full Time Minister of Word and Sacrament 
to help us continue to bring the gospel into a beautiful, vibrant, 


and growing community. 


If you are interested in being led by the creative Holy Spirit, 


the potential is huge. 


Contact Interim Moderator Rev. Tim Raeburn-Gibson, First Presbyterian Church, 
200 Maple St., Collingwood, ON L9Y 2R2 (705) 445 4651 trg@georgian.net 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
Notices are $40 for one-time; $25 for four 
insertions or more. Deadline to have your notice 
added is six weeks prior to month;so, for March 
2009 the deadline will be January 15th, 2009. 


St. Giles Kingsway, 15 Lambeth Rd., Toronto, 
M9A 2Y6; 416-233-8591; bryn31@rogers.com. 

Cambridge, Ont.; St. Andrew's Galt; Minister 
of Word and Sacrament, Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Bill Bynum, c/o St. Andrew’s 
Galt Presbyterian Church, 130 Victoria Ave., 
Cambridge, ON N1S 1Y2;knoxpreston@ 
golden.net. 

Coldwater, Ont.; St. Andrew's; Interim Modera- 
tor Rev. Karen Horst, 200 Maple St., Collin- 
gwood, ON L9Y 2R2; karenh@georgian.net. 

East Oro, Ont., Esson, Jarratt, Ont., Willis, Orillia, 
Ont., Uptergrove; Full- time Minister for 
three charges in Presbytery of Barrie; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Tim Raeburn-Gibson, c/o 
First Presbyterian Church, 200 Maple St., 
Collingwood, ON L9Y 2R2; 705-445-4651; 
trg@georgian.net. 

Englehart, St. Paul's; Tomstown, Ont., Tomstown; 
St. Paul's and Tomstown Pastoral Charge, 
approximately 10 km. from Tomstown; 
Full-time minister; Search Committee 
Chair Randy Ford, PO Box 737, Englehart, 

ON POJ 1HO; treeline@ntl.sympatico.ca. 

Grand Valley, Ont.; Shared Ministry of Knox 
Presbyterian and Trinity United; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Harvey Self, PO Box 276, 
Orangeville, ON LOW 2Z7;519-941-1334; 
tweedsmuirpresbyterian@bellnet.ca. 

Guelph, Ont., Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. > 


Elmwood Avenue Presbyterian Church 
‘London Ontario 


DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 


Elmwood Avenue is seeking an 
accomplished music director who is able 
to complement and extend our strong 
musical tradition by broadening the 
variety of our musical genres in order to 
appeal to a multi-generational 
congregation. This person must have 
well-developed skills as an organist, 
choir director, pianist, and accompanist. 


For more information please visit: 
www.elmwoodchurch.ca 


Application deadline is February 28, 2009 
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VACANCIES 


Angus Sutherland, 75 Grand Ave. N., Cambrid- 
ge, ON N15 2L1; ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com. 

New Liskeard, Ont., St. Andrew’s; Full-time mini- 
ster, single-point charge; Search Committee, 
PO Box 908, New Liskeard, ON POJ 1P0; 
705-647-8401; standrewsnl@parolink.net. 

Nobleton, Ont., St. Paul’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Chris Carter, 13190 Keele St., King 
City, ON L7B 1J2; 905-833-2325; 
cmcacarter@rogers.com. 

Oro, Ont., Trinity Community; Interim Modera- 
tor Rev. Keith Boyer, 294 St. Vincent St., Barrie, 
ON L4M 4A1;keb-cvb@sympatico.ca. 

Peterborough, Ont., St. Stephen’s; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald, c/o 
Knox College, 59 St. George St., Toronto, 

ON M68 2E6;s.macdonald@utoronto.ca. 

Scarborough, Ont., Westminster; Interim Mo- 
derator Rev. Ann Blane, 1300 Danforth Rd., 
Scarborough, ON M1J 1E8;416-267-7897. 

Schomberg, Ont., Emmanuel; Half-time mini- 
ster; Interim Moderator Rev. Jeremy Lowther; 
905-857-2419; jlowther1845@rogers.com. 

Toronto, Ont., Beaches; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Alex Bisset, 662 Pape Ave., Toronto, ON M4K 
385; 416-850-7531; wabisset@rogers.com. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 
Binbrook, Knox and Carluke, St. Paul's; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Garfield G. Havemann, 

c/o Chedoke Presbyterian Church, 865 

Mohawk Rd.W., Hamilton, ON L9C 7B9; 
ghavemann@chedokechurch.ca. 

Brantford, Knox and Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Pleasant; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Donald Young, 11 
White Oaks Ave., Brantford, ON N3R 5N8; 
greenbrier@bfree.on.ca. 

Dromore, Amos; Holstein, Knox; Normanby, 
Knox; 3 three-point Charge; Interim Mo- 
derator Jeremy Sanderson, PO Box 1632, 
Walkerton, ON NOG 2V0; 519-881-4222; 
knoxchurch@brucetelecom.com. 

Fort Erie, St. Andrew’s-Knox ; Search Committee 
Chair David Randall, 495 Niagara Blvd., 

Fort Erie, ON L2A 3H2; 1-888-665-6681; 
drandall@cogeco.ca. 

Glencoe, Glencoe Burns; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Kathy Fraser, c/o North Caradoc-St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 8503 
Scotchmere Dr., Strathroy, ON N7G 3H3; 
519-245-8769; kfraser001@sympatico.ca. 

Listowel, Knox; Seeks Senior Minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. James K. Stewart, PO Box 
655, Milverton, ON NOK 1M0;519-595-8953; 
jamesk@cyg.net. 
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London, St. Lawrence; Half-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Lynn Nichol, 783 Victoria 
St.,London,ON NSY 4C9; 519-434-2476; 
briarhill33@yahoo.ca. 

Mitchell, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Catheri- 
ne Calkin, 3403 Perth Rd. 130,R.R.2 St. Pauls, 
NOK 1V0; 519-393-6395; calkin@quadro.net. 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, St. Andrew’s; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Martin Wehrmann, c/o 
515 Scott St., St. Catharines, ON L2M 3X3; 
905-646-0616; maw49@hotmail.com; 
www.standrewsniagara.com/26122.hml. 

Port Dover, Knox and Hagersville, St. Andrew's 
(two-point charge); Interim Moderator 
Rev. Kathy Morden, Knox Presbyterian 
Church, 2058 Main St.N., Jarvis, ON NOA 1J0; 
519-587-2565; knoxchal@bellnet.ca. 

Simcoe, St. Paul's; Rev. Dr. Stan Cox, Interim 
Moderator c/o St. Paul’s Presbyterian 
Church, 85 Lot St., Simcoe, ON N3Y 1$4; 
519-426-1845; sppc@kwic.com; 
www.stpaulssimcoe.com. 

Thornbury, St. Paul's; Rev. Ted Creen, 

865 2nd Ave. West, Owen Sound, ON 
N4K 4M6; 519-376-7886; 
ted.creen@standrewsowensound.org. 

Tiverton, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Susan 
Samuel, 345 Durham St., Kincardine, ON 
N2Z 1Y6; 519-396-2311; ssamuel@bmts.com. 

Wallaceburg, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Mike Maroney, c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
60 Fifth St., Chatham,ON N7M 4V7;519- 
352-2313; maroney@firstchatham.org. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Brandon, Man., First; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Paul Sakasov, 338 11th St.E., Brandon, R7A 
5W7; 204-727-2385; paul@pcbrandon.com. 

Carberry, Man., Knox-Zion; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jean Bryden, 808 9th St. NW, Portage 
la Prairie, MB R1N 3L3; 204-857-4815; 
jbryden@mts.net. 

Flin Flon, Man., St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mts.net. 

Portage la Prairie, Man., First; Interim Moderator 
Rev. David Wilson, 22 Linden Blvd., Brandon, 
MB R7B 1B9; dwilsguy@mts.net. 

Thunder Bay, Ont., First; Interim Moderator Bert 
Vancook, 207 S. Brodie St., Thunder Bay, ON 
P7E 1C1; presby1 @tbaytel.net. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE NORTHWEST 


Calgary, Alta., Centennial; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Helen Smith, 6 Vista Terrace NW, 
Calgary, AB T3G 5G5; 403-592-1661; 
hsmith1106@gmail.com. 

Sherwood Park, Alta., Sherwood Park; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Heinrich Grosskopf, 

c/o Dayspring Presbyterian Church, 11445 
40 Ave. NW, Edmonton, AB T6J OR4; 
780-293-0618; dpcrev@telus.net. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

North Vancouver, St. Andrew's and St. 
Stephen's; Rev. Dr. Brian J. Fraser, Interim 
Moderator, 1402-1327 East Keith Rd., 

North Vancouver, BC V7J 315; 
fraser@growingchurches.org. 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 

Vancouver, Vancouver Taiwanese; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Roberta Clare, 101-6230 
Thunderbird Blvd., Vancouver, V6T 1Z4; 
604-822-1680; clare@standrews.edu. 

Victoria, St. Andrew's; Full-time assistant 
minister, three-year call; Convener Search 
Committee Colina Titus, c/o St. Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church, 680 Courtenay St., 
Victoria, BC V8W 1C1; 250-384-5734; 
colina.titus@gmail.com. 


Obituaries 


CHAMPION, Charles, a founding member 
and respected elder at St. Giles’ King- 
sway, Etobicoke, Ont., who was devoted 
to helping those in need in the commu- 
nity. He passed away June 30, 2008, in 
his 94th year. 


HILL, Ina J., long-time member and Clerk 
of Session at Faith Community Presbyte- 
tian Church in Toronto, Ont. Ina worked 
for the General Board of Missions begin- 
ning in February, 1960, and retired in 
July, 2002, from the Board of World 
Missions. Passed away on June 9, 2008, 
in her 80th year. 


IRELAND, Marjorie, a life-time member 
of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
Huntsville, Ont., passed away October 
23, 2008, at the age of 85 years. Marj 
served as Clerk of Session, with the choir, 
and in St. Andrew’s Club. 
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KIRK, Rev. Dr. Cecil J., was born in 
Belfast, Northern Ireland, in 1936. He 
graduated from Queen’s University, 
Belfast with a BA (Hons.) in Psychology 
and later obtained a MA (Theol.) from 
Windsor University and a D. Min. from 
Union Theological Seminary, Rich- 
mond, Virginia. Cecil married Edna 
Moffatt and with their two daughters 
moved to Canada in 1967. Cecil started 
Gateway Community Church in Don 
Mills, Ont. and also Trinity Church in 
London, Ont. He also ministered in 
Fort Erie, Ont., Burlington, Ont., and 
Victoria, B.C. Cecil served on many 
church courts and was part of the 
Church Doctrine Committee when it 
prepared Living Faith. 

Cecil died on September 24, 2008, 
after a short battle with cancer. He is 
sorely missed by his loving wife Edna; 
his daughters Alison, Lynda (Leonard) 
and his son Mark (Lianne); also by his 
grandchildren Devyn Kirk and Nicole 
and Matthew Ruegg. 


LOVELOCK, Doris, October 8, 2008, at 
82 years of age. A member of Calvin 
Presbyterian Church, Kitchener, 
Ont. Formerly a charter member of 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
Lachine, Que. 


MONTEITH, Joan, passed away on 
November 15, 2008, at the age of 87. She 
was a faithful elder and Guild member 
of St. David’s Church, Kelowna, B.C., 
and an elder of St. Andrew’s, Armstrong, 
B.C. She was a member of the WMS for 
many years. 


MORROW, Beatrice Mae (Lane), passed 
away in Winnipeg, Man. on October 15, 
2008, at the age of 97. She was predeceased 
by her husband Ted and is survived by 
her daughter Elane Talbot (Barry); grand- 
children Christine Semenchuk (Kevin) 
and Kenneth Talbot; and great-grand- 
children Alyssa and Michael Talbot. She 
was a member of Limehouse Presbyte- 
rian Church in her youth, a long-time 
member of Rogers Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Toronto, Ont., and St. James 
Presbyterian Church in Winnipeg. She 
had a genuine love for her church and 
many friendships evolved throughout 
her church activities. 


PECKOVER, George, a founding member 
and respected elder at St. Giles Kingsway, 
Etobicoke, Ont., passed away September 
23, 2008, in his 94th year. George was 
predeceased by his wife Mary in March 
2008. 


PENMAN, Thomas, a respected elder and 
trustee at St. Giles Kingsway, Etobicoke, 
Ont., passed away July 4, 2008. Tom 
retired in 1984 after a 36-year career with 
Kodak and was involved in community 
outreach. 


PRITCHARD, Madeline, aged 84 and a life- 
long member, Sunday School teacher, 
and past president of the Dr. Margaret 
Strang Auxiliary, WMS, of First Presbyte- 
rian Church, Chatham, Ont. 


WARNER, Rosemary, aged 64 and member 
of First Presbyterian Church, Chatham, 
Ont. @ 
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KIDS PAGE 


It is the start of a 
New Year — 2009! 


The celebration of New Year's is one of the oldest 
of all holidays, first observed by ancient Babylonians 


around 4000 years ago. 


Maybe this year you are feeling ready for a change in your attitude 
or actions. What kind of resolutions do you want to make? 


lf you don't know where to start, try reading Exodus 20: 2-17 for 
10 guidelines for living. If you follow these, you can’t go wrong! 


CREATED BY ERIN WALTON 


At this time of new 
beginnings, many 
people make “New 


Year’s Resolutions” 
(resolutions = 
decisions, promises) 
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iggestions for resolutions based on your age 
ie 5-12 years old Kids, 13 years old and up 


I'll be nice to other kids. I'll be * | will choose non-violent television 


Hear are 10 more si 


ae 100lers 


| will clean up my toys. 


| won't tease other children or 
animals. 
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| will brush my teeth twice a day, 
and wash my hands-after going to 
the bathroom and before eating. 


friendly to kids who need friends — 
like someone who is shy, or is new 
to my school. 
| will try to find a sport (like 
basketball or soccer) or an activity 
(like playing tag, jumping rope, 
dancing or riding my bike) that 
| like and do it at least three times 
a week! 

* | will always wear a helmet when 

bicycling. 
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shows and video games, and | will 
spend only one to two hours each 


day — at the most - on these activities. 


| will help out in my community — 
through volunteering, working with 
community groups or by joining a 
group that helps people in need. 

| will wipe negative “self talk” (i.e. 

“| can't do it” or “I’m so dumb”) out 
of my vocabulary. 

When faced with a difficult decision, 
| will talk with an adult about my 
choices. 


Whatever you decide to do, you don't need 


to do it alone. God is always with you to 


lift you up, support you and listen to your 


prayers. He wants you to be happy. This is 


your chance to make any changes needed 


to make this new year a happy one! 
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For the Journey, continued from page 50 


spend countless hours with or someone 
you have lots in common with or 
someone who does lots of things for you 
or someone you are friendly with all the 
time; they might be but not necessarily. 
In my experience, friends are not some- 
thing you have a lot of. You all know 
me as a pretty friendly guy. But if I look 
back through all of my long life and 
count the number of friends I have had, 
I can number them on one hand and 
still have most of my fingers left over. A 
friend is rare. That is because whatever 
else a friend is, a friend is someone who 
believes in you, someone who totally 
believes in you. That is exceptionally 
rare and precious and powerful. That is 
what Leonard did for me.” 

Peter finished what he had to say 
and sat down. The preacher was speech- 
less. What rendered me wordless was 
not that I had come prepared with the 
message from God and then someone 
else from within the gathered commu- 
nity had delivered it. This happens to 
me all the time in the hermeneutical 
communities or house churches that 
I find myself in at least a half dozen 
times a week. But you see, I had lost my 
friend Jim suddenly and unexpectedly 
about five months before this and I was 
missing him so much it was near killing 
me. For the life of me I couldn’t figure 
it out. Jim’s passing was ripping me up 
more than all the loved ones I had lost 
over the years, including close family 
and favourite dogs. We had known each 
other right on 30 years. And though Jim 
and I talked at least a couple of times a 
week, even when we did not share the 
same geography anymore, we did not 
have a lot in common, or do a lot of 
friendly stuff together, or even agree on 
most things. We did not have all the 
same core beliefs or demonstrate gushy 
feelings towards one another. Some- 
times Jim left me completely exasper- 
ated and I know I returned the favour 
countless times. But Jim believed in 
me ... unconditionally believed in me. 
He believed in me so much that he 
inspired me to believe in me too. And 
it hurts so much to lose him that I am 
weeping just writing this down. Jim 


was my friend and in nigh on 60 years I 
have only had about one other. 

What Peter said helped me to under- 
stand Jim and me, and to understand 
the depth of my mourning. But oddly, 
what Peter had to say in words and 
what Jim said in a lifetime of friend- 
ship has provided me with an epiphany 
concerning Jesus. Magi-like I am placed 
before Jesus with a sudden and striking 
understanding. Jesus says to his disciples, 
and I just know that includes me and 
you: “No longer do I call you servants, 
for a servant does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called you 
friends” (John15:15a). What is striking 
is that after Peter’s description of what 
a friend is, after experiencing a true 
believing friend in Jim, I now under- 
stand that this means Jesus believes in 
me. Biblical exegesis proves it. 

Rabbi Jesus calls his followers 
“friends” in the act of instructing them 
to love like he loves, to act like he 
acts, even down to washing feet and 
laying down one’s life John 13-17). 
This is exactly what you would expect 
a rabbi to say to his disciples because a 
disciple of a rabbi was in the process of 
becoming like the rabbi. In Jesus’ day, 
if your were passionate for God’s Word, 
were exceptionally gifted scholastically 
and felt God’s call on your life, you 
would likely seek to become a rabbi. 
First, you would need to become the 
disciple of a rabbi. You would search 
for a rabbi whom you really respected 
and believed in, either from the various 
synagogues around or perhaps an itin- 
erant one, and then you would choose 
to follow him, to learn from him and 
become like him in every way (see Luke 
6:40). You would believe in this rabbi 
so much that you would choose him to 
become like. It was only the religious 
and scholastically elite who would 
be qualified to enter this discipleship 
school of a rabbi. The large majority of 
people entered the family business and 
became fishermen and the like. 

But in the act of calling his disci- 
ples “friends,” Rabbi Jesus says: “You 
did not choose Me, but I chose you” 
John15:16a). Over and over in the 


FOR THE 
JOURNEY 


gospels we see Rabbi Jesus doing just 
this, choosing and calling disciples to 
come and follow him, to become like 
him. He took the initiative because he 
believed in them. And he consistently 
chose those, who for what ever reason, 
couldn’t make it in some other rabbi 
school—else why were they fishing and 
the like? This is strikingly different from 
the first century norm concerning rabbis 
and disciples. The Theological Dictionary 
of the New Testament succinctly points 
this out: “A basic feature of discipleship 
is that it begins with a call in which Jesus 
takes the initiative (Mark 1:17; Matthew 
4:19; Luke 9:49; John 1:43). This differs 
sharply from rabbinic practice, in which 
it is the student’s duty to find a teacher. 
A further point is that Jesus calls those 
who seem to lack the necessary qualifi- 
cations (Mark 2:13ff.).” 

The striking thing in all of this 
is that with disciples then and now, 
Jesus chooses me and you to become 
like him. The striking thing is that this 
means he believes in us. With me he 
definitely chose the unqualified. Jesus 
has looked into my being and seen 
something that I probably couldn’t see 
in myself, something that would cause 
him to believe in me, to believe that I 
could, with the help of the Holy Spirit 
of course, become like him. And so, 
Jesus calls his disciples “friends,” and 
this is no small thing. In a world where 
it is extremely rare to find anyone who 
believes in me, that Jesus is my friend 
and believes in me blows me away. 

It strikes me as a powerful enabling 
thing to be named a friend of the Lord, 
to be believed in by the divine creative 
Word who became flesh and dwelt 
among us. I always knew [ had to believe 
in him, but it never occurred to me that 
he believes in me. This is the Epiphany 
with which I begin 2009. And oh yeah, 
Jesus is the one believing friend whom I 
will never lose. He is Risen! 


Rev. David Webber is a_ contributing 
editor to the Record. He is a minister of 
the Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry. 
His books include Like a Winter's Aspen: 
Embracing the Creator’s Fire. 
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Requiem to Jim 


A friend, like Jesus, first believes in you. BY DAVID WEBBER ILLUSTRA 


got the call on Monday. She said her 
husband had passed away a couple 
of days before and she couldn’t find 
a preacher to come out to her rural 
community to do the funeral. Her 
sister-in-law had told her about me. 
Saturday found me and Larri in the 
local Legion set up on a stage opposite 
the bar. As a troubadour for the Lord, 
most often it’s just me and my guitar 
representing Christ and his church in 
these rural, remote Cariboo communi- 
ties. There was a sizeable crowd out, about 
150, a good portion of the surrounding 
community. I had worked hard over the 
past days travelling out to the commu- 
nity, getting to know the deceased, his 
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family and some of his friends, and devel- 
oping the service. In true Presbyterian 
fashion though, most of my efforts had 
gone into my sermon. I was convinced 
that my exposition of the biblical text 
was just what everyone needed to hear. 
And so Larri and I launched into the first 
hymn, country style. 

After the first hymn I asked a fella 
by the name of Peter to come forward 
to give the eulogy. I had never met 
Peter before and I was fraught with 
my usual preacher anal-retentiveness. 
What would this guy say? How appro- 
priate would it be? How long would he 
go on? To be honest, I just wanted Peter 
to get done so we could get on with the 


real important stuff: what I had to say. 
Peter came forward to the stage, 
a rugged woodsman type dressed in 
blue jeans and a plaid shirt. He stuffed 
both hands into his pockets and in a 
very relaxed and affable manner began 
to speak. Here is what he said almost 
verbatim from the notes I scribbled down 
hastily on the back of my sermon. 
“Leonard was my friend. What 
I mean is not what most of you are 
thinking. A friend is not someone who 
you go fishing with regularly, although 
you might. A friend is not someone you 
go hunting with all the time, although 
you could. A friend is not someone you 
continued on page 49 
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BARRY FALLS/HEART AGENCY 


BENEDICTION 


St. James Town, Toronto is a racially 
diverse but economically impoveri- 
shed neighbourhood a ravine and | 
a city block away from Rosedale, 

Toronto, one of Canada’s wealthier | 
enclaves. An ecumenical coalition, 
including Rosedale Presbyterian 
(celebrating its centenary this year) 
has joined hands to provide an after 
school homework program for St. 
James Town students in grades 2 to 
7.Nurturing self esteem is a key goal; 
achieved through doing homework, 
playing games, laughing and getting 
to know each other in a safe environ- 
ment. Volunteers come from within St. 
James, along with the partner chur- 
ches. The program is currently seeking 
funding to provide basic salaries for 
the program leader and assistant. 


| PLUS DIACONAL MINISTRY + FACEBOOKING GOD 


PRESBY TERIAN 


+ 
~ 
ite} 
a 
1) 
co 
ise) 
ioe) 
isa) 
oO’ 
Xe} 
S 


THE MENTAL HEALTH OF OUR CLERGY 


Let's face it; insurance is all about having peace of mind. And 
that's what you get with a home and auto insurance policy 

| through Johnson. We offer excellent coverage that's tailored 
| exclusively for preferred groups and associations. 


e Special savings and discounts e 24-hour customer service 
e Dedicated service representative » Earn AIR MILES® reward miles 


Contact us today and put your mind at ease. 


| www,johnson.ca/presbyterian | 1.800.563.0677 
(Please provide your Group ID Code: PX) 


520 Johnson will donate $20 to native healing and reconciliation ministries in the Presbyterian Church, 


Gift Offer for each qualifying member not already insured with Johnson who receives a quote. 


kw ee 
(€ J) Johnson inc. 


Home and auto insurance is available through Johnson Inc., a licensed insurance intermediary. Policies are primarily underwritten by Unifund Assurance Company. Unifund and Johnson Inc. share common ownership. Only | 
home insurance is available in BC, SK and MB. An alternate plan is available in QC. Certain conditions may apply. AIR MILES® reward miles awarded on regular home and auto insurance policies underwritten by Unifund | 
Assurance Company. At the time the premium is paid, one AIR MILES reward mile is awarded for each $20 in premium (including taxes). AIR MILES reward miles not available in SK, MB or QC. ®™ Trademarks of AIR MILES 
International Trading B.V. Used under license by LoyaltyOne, Inc. and Johnson Inc. (for Unifund Assurance Company).As with all advertising carried in the record, no endorsement by the magazine or the board is implied nor 
is there partnership with the advertiser. MVM.Dec08 


| 


On the Cover 
Illustration by Michelle Thompson 


/A.Goodson 


PRESBYTERIAN 


ECOR 


For the Record 
Suffering Servants 
BY DAVID HARRIS 


Letters 
People and Places 
News 


Pop Christianity 
A Trail Of Miracles 
BY ANDREW FAIZ 


Breaking the Silence 
BY SANDRA MOLL AND 
KRISTINE O'BRIEN 


Diaconal Ministries 
Service with a Smile 
BY WARREN WHITAKER 


Mission Knocks 
Real Happy to Give 
BY H. ROY WHITE 


Progressive Lectionary 
Marathon Discipleship 
BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


Callaway 
Mom, Music and Me 
BY PHIL CALLAWAY 


Calvin 
Help my Unbelief 
BY RICHARD TOPPING 


Theology 101 
The Facebooking God 
BY JOHN VISSERS 


Marketplace 


From the Moderator 
Do You Really Want Peace? 
BY CHEOL SOON PARK 


Se Sse HotU? 
BY CHEOL SOON PARK 


Vacancies 
Called to Wonder 


For the Journey 
Swamp Donkey Surprise 
BY DAVID WEBBER 


February 2009 | Presbyterian Record 3 


FOR THE 
RECORD 


SUFFERING SERVANTS 


Ministers and congregations need to set boundaries. BY DAVID HARRIS 


hen Henri Nouwen’s book The Wounded Healer was 

published in 1979, it was met with a resounding 

“Yes!” from many clergy and candidates for ordi- 
nation because it spoke to their conviction that they were 
not meant to be authorities dispensing doctrine and dogma 
but spiritual guides with deep empathy for their fellow wan- 
derers in the faith journey. 

Thirty years on, our cover story this month exposes the 
fresh wounds of the would-be healers: a survey of more than 
300 Canadian ministers found a rate of clinical depression 
twice the national average. Close to half had sought help 
from counsellors or physicians for stress. 

It would be easy to point a finger and blame the church 
for its unhealthy clergy. But that creates a them-and-us of 
clergy against lay people. 

Besides, the church includes everyone, ordained and lay 
alike. (Ruling elders can fall on whichever side of the line 
they prefer!) The community as a whole chooses its ministers 
from among themselves. So where does it go wrong? 

A Methodist pastor quoted in The New York Times put it 
this way: “It’s a personality trait that accompanies the sense 
of divine calling,” he said. “You’re feeding your need to be 
liked, your need to be valued, your need to be needed.” 

What the minister is describing is a codependency: my 
need feeds your need and vice versa. It’s all too common and 
quite unhealthy. 

But that is just one part of the problem. At the time Nou- 
wen was writing, urbanization had not yet reached the heights 
of today. Many clergy still found themselves among the few 
professionals in towns and villages where they served. They 
were expected to be on call 24/7. And, like most couples, 
their spouse was not employed outside the home. 

Mainline churches were still relatively strong and full, and 
church growth was almost frowned on. Most of all, ministers 
were people who wanted to help and to care for others. 

It’s a different country today. Most people live in urban 
areas where they have access to professional psychologists 
and marriage counsellors. Furthermore, hospital chaplains 
(in combination with privacy legislation) mean congrega- 
tional clergy do not have the same burden of care of a gen- 
eration ago. And, like most others, clergy spouses are usually 
wage-earners. 

Besides these demographic shifts, mainline churches are 
in varying degrees of decline. If congregations are to grow, 
they need ministers who have time to train congregational 
leaders and develop programs, to lead innovative worship 
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teams and to deliver crisp, dynamic sermons that engage a 

well-educated but somewhat suspicious modern mind. 

The problem is that “[t]he tendency of clergy, for the best 
of reasons, is to be self-effacing, to take care of others before 
taking care of yourself,” as another minister quoted in the 
Times article says. “You're the ‘suffering servant,’ you're the 
‘wounded healer.’ It’s hard to set boundaries.” 

Those boundaries are hard for both parties. They are also 
crucial—and controversial. Even clergy bridle at them. 

e Time off is not a perk. (How many people with Monday- 
Friday jobs are required to go in on Sunday?) 

e Prayer and study time are not perks and not time off. Good 
sermons take time to prepare, and continuing education is 
as important in the church as in law or medicine. 

e The minister’s residence is a private home like 
anyone else’s. 

e Ministers who spend time visiting will not have time to 
lead a church to growth. 

e Corollary of previous point: if pastoral visiting is required, 
elders and others need to pick up that duty if they want 
their church to grow. 

e Ministers are not clinical counsellors; if ministers turn to 
professionals, so should others. 

e Ministers cannot be best friends with members of the 
congregation. 

e A 40-hour work-week means just that, including meet- 
ings, worship, visiting newcomers, funerals, weddings 
and every other duty expected of a minister, plus the 
preparation for all these. 


Unless the expectations around boundaries and other 
issues are mutually agreed on, clergy will continue to be 
overstressed and consequently congregations will be under- 
served. 

Jesus took time away from the crowds to refresh and to 
pray. Mere mortal clergy should follow his footsteps. 


eo) Atel es 
What’s your reaction to this editorial and our cover story on clergy 


wellness? Drop us an e-mail at editor@presbyterianrecord.ca. We 
want to hear from you. 
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Christian Cramps 

Ian Wishart in his series on Calvin 
writes, “On the whole, Calvin had a 
gloomy view of human life....” Wow, 
he’s not kidding. Following Calvin’s 
prescriptions to suffer like Christ could 
lead you to a serious case of the Chris- 
tian Cramps. 

Wishart writes: “The imitation 
of Christ requires self-denial and 
suffering. Both of these were borne 
by Jesus, and we should not expect to 
avoid them. At times it is difficult to 
place our neighbours’ interests above 
our own, but we must do so with a 
willing heart and a ready hand.” 

You can check this out with any 
Presbyterian doctors you happen to 
know (the medical kind) and I am 
fairly sure they will say that if you 
continually deny yourself and “bear 
your suffering,” you could end up a 
basket case. 

Loss of “self,” and I am referring 
here to losing a healthy self-image, 
not a narcissistic, self-loving self, is 
generally not to be encouraged among 
normal people. The reason for this is 
that we need a clear sense of self in 
order to survive. 

Too many Christians have an 
unhealthy sense of self and thus have 
no boundries; they either let other 
people order them around or they 
believe it is God’s will that they tell 
others what to do. The latter types 
just love telling the former types 
what to do. 

You don’t have to be helpless and 
put up with suffering just because 
you are a Christian; you can do some- 
thing to change your circumstances. 
Start with prayer, if you like, then go 
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out and get the help you need. After 
all, God has put educational, health, 
legal, financial and social resources 
out there for our benefit. 

There are very few Mother Theresa’s 
in this world and anyway, you don’t 
have to be a martyr (or a missionary) 
to be acceptable in the eyes of God. 
Jesus did it for us. 

So get up and go, serve the Lord 
with a joyous heart, you are free! (It’s 
OK to smile, too.) 

RICK STRONG, OTTAWA 


Greater and Deeper 

I was delighted to read about the 
series on religion and theology by 
two outstanding theologians, Joseph 
McLelland and John Visser. 

Would it be fair to say that theology 
is faith seeking greater or deeper under- 
standing? 

MARY DOWLING, FERGUS, ONT. 


John Vissers says: The short answer is 
yes, absolutely. 

Joseph McLelland writes: Yes indeed— 
the famous definition of St. Anselm 
was “faith seeking understanding.” 
The title of my recent book is a play 
on that: Understanding the Faith. 


Remembering Zimbabwe 
Re A Colonial Life, by Margaret (Rudo) 
Zondo, November 
Some of my recollections differ 
from Margaret’s and that could be 
because mine are of the late colonial 
days and early independence. 
Although at one time I did attend 
a private (convent school) I later > 
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LETTERS 
fee Pontius’ Puddle 


HOW CAN ONE 
POSSIBLY KNOW 
WHAT GOO'S 
WILL IS FOR 
ONE'S LIFE 2 


Woe is Met 
IN A WORLD 
STEEPED IN 
DOUBT AND 
CONFUSION-- 


HAVE YOU 
TRIED READING 
THE GIBLE, 
AND PRAYING ¢ 


SOME PEOPLE 
KNOW HOW TO 
TAKE ALL THE 
FUN OOT OF 
USHINING 6 


attended a government school. Both 
of these institutions of learning 
encompassed all nationalities. From 
my recollection, children attended 
school in the language or religion 
of their choice, rather like French or 
English here in Canada. 

I remember the first time I visited 
South Africa and saw the park benches 
marked “Whites Only,” that was 
foreign to me—in my Zimbabwe there 
were no such divisions. Public places 
such as swimming pools, hospitals, 
restaurants, libraries, parks, etc. were 
all multiracial. 

I grew up in a modest, three- 
bedroom brick bungalow, a far cry 
from the posh houses that Margaret 
describes. Yes, we did have a native 
African servant, who had a four-room 
cottage in our garden where he lived 
with his wife and two children. 

In my Zimbabwe no one was 
hungry, everybody worked, children 
all had easy access to education; it was 
known as the Breadbasket of Africa. 
There was peace in the land and it 
wasn’t until the uprisings after 1965 
that I ever knew fear. 

My heart grieves for the Zimbabwe 
of today where fear, hunger and 
poverty are an every day fact of life 
for all, regardless of race. A school 
friend of mine, a white African, still 
lives in Harare and writes to me 
of the daily struggle for survival. 
My prayers are with the people of 
Zimbabwe. 

WENDY LAMPMAN, MADOC, ONT. 
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North Bay Woods 
Your November issue has a 
wonderful article by Erin Woods—and 
every time she is published (she has 
been on the cover, written an edito- 
rial and many other articles) I believe, 
not once have you mentioned—and 
she is proud of the fact—that she is 
a member of Calvin, North Bay, Ont. 
So, the next time Erin Woods has the 
occasion to submit an article, please 
let everyone know that this wonderful 
young woman comes from an amazing 
congregation: Calvin in beautiful 
North Bay. 
IRENE MCKEE, CALVIN, NORTH BAY, ONT. 


Poverty and Population 
Re Poverty Focus, October 

The author states that Canada is a 
signatory to the UN Millenium Devel- 
Opment goal to reduce the propor- 
tion of people affected by extreme 
poverty and hunger by half by 2015. 
That’s only seven years away. Presby- 
terian congregations and individuals 
were urged to participate in the Week 
to End Poverty (Oct. 12-19) through 
prayer, education and communication 
with MPs. 

These are commendable goals and 
aspirations. But we should perhaps 
consider what are the causes of poverty 
and hunger worldwide and whether 
the above-stated goal for 2015 bears 
any relation to reality. Countries sign 
all kinds of international agreements 
and then make little or no effort to 


fulfill their commitments—look at 
Canada’s pathetic failure with respect 
to the Kyoto agreement on greenhouse 
gases and global warming. 

Many causes of poverty are widely 
acknowledged—domination of the 
world economy by a few rich nations 
and corporations, social structures and 
wide class distinctions within nations, 
lack of access to education and health 
care, and so on. But one cause that is 
seldom acknowledged in recent years 
is rapid population growth. Many of 
the most poverty-stricken countries 
are those where the population is 
increasing rapidly, particularly among 
the poor. Since infant death rates 
were greatly reduced by the introduc- 
tion of antibiotics some 60 years ago, 
some countries have been doubling 
their populations in two or three 
decades, and are having to cope with 
huge numbers of children and young 
people who have little hope for a toler- 
able future unless they can escape to 
Europe or the Americas, and perhaps 
not even then. 

Where high rates of population 
growth continue, efforts to reduce the 
proportion of people living in poverty 
are probably doomed to fail. Also, even 
present world populations are straining 
the Earth’s ability to provide enough 
food, water and other resources. Yet it 
is a sad fact that important branches 
of Christianity have set their faces 
against population control and fall 
back on literalist interpretations of 
Biblical passages that were written 
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thousands of years ago to address 
entirely different circumstances. So 
one could argue that those churches, 
while calling for an end to poverty, are 
in fact assisting its spread. 

Because of the nature of population 
dynamics, the growth problem and its 
effect on poverty and hunger will not 
be solved quickly, but a necessary first 
step is to get it into the open and talk 
about it. At the moment there seems 
to be almost a conspiracy of silence 
that seeks to deny its role in human 
misery. China was widely condemned 
when it adopted policies to stave off 
economic and social disaster threat- 
ened by uncontrolled population 
growth, but one result seems to have 
been a huge increase in national wealth 
and a substantial reduction in poverty. 
There is surely nothing Christian about 
bringing large numbers of children into 
the world to face a life of poverty. 

CHARLES NEILL, EDMONTON 


Preach on Incarnation 
Re Jesus is here! December 

My consistent disappointment in 
the church is the absence of acknowl- 
edging, preaching, teaching the incar- 
nation. Further disappointment, is the 
virtual absence of preaching regarding 
Christ’s return, the second coming. 

I have lived through a number of 
revitalization programs for our church. 
None has been truly successful. 


The latest revitalization includes 
non-traditional worship services. I 
have little problem with non-tradi- 
tional services if they open the hearts 
of worshippers to receiving the Holy 
Spirit. 

But, the heart of the non-traditional 
must include the traditional. That Jesus 
is more than teacher. He is the Christ, 
Emmanuel, God with us. He is God 
incarnate, suffered died, rose again, 
rules in heaven. And will return. 

For those of us who accept this in 
faith, the load is light, life is a joy , the 
future is endless, our life is blessed, 
and, hopefully, a blessing. 

The church must include these in 
our preaching and teaching. 

If not, I’m convinced our efforts 
will not be blessed. 

AL DYSON, GRIMSBY, ONT. 


Just a note to say I really enjoyed 
reading the Christmas stories from 
around the world, and the children’s 
drawings were delightful. I think that 
should be a December tradition, as it 
would encourage children to be inter- 
ested in the magazine. Also what a good 
idea to have the Advent calendar! 
JACQUELINE BEAMISH , HASTINGS, ONT. 


The Editor responds: We're delighted 
that you enjoyed the December issue! And, 
as this was the third year for the Advent 
Calendar and the children’s art work, 
perhaps we can safely call it a tradition. @ 


Looking to Advertise in the Presbyterian Record? 


Please note our advertising 


deadlines for upcoming issues 


April — by February 15,2009 
May — by March 15, 2009 
June — by April 15,2009 


Carol McCormick 

tel: 905-833-6200 ext. 25 

fax: 905-833-2116 

email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


LETTER FROM y4,,. —— 
= OM MALAY sah 


St. Valentine's Day 
is the day when 
love is traditionally 
celebrated. the poet, 
Emily Dickinson, wrote of 

not living in vain if she could 
keep a heart from 
breaking or ease 
the aching in 
someone's life. = | 
At Winnipeg Inner ~* : 

City Missions, WIicM 
every day is St. Valentine's Day. 
Love and friendship are shared 
with every cup of coffee, friendly 
hello, worship service, assistance 
for a personal need, and in any 
way help can be offered. 


“For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 
— John 3:16 


@eveceseseseveeces00ce eeeceeoeeseeee 


Your contributions to 
WICM help us keep every 
day a day sharing love. 


Winnipeg Inner City 
Missions Of The 
Presbyterian Church 
In Canada 


P.O. Box 2444, Station Main 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4A7 


Flora House 204-586-5494 


Anishinabe Fellowship Centre 
204-942-8682 
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People — Places 


To make People & Places submissions: peopleplaces@presbyterianrecord.ca. 
Please visit the monthly PnP page at www.presbyterianrecord.ca for more. 


The Harts made their farm available again for the annual 
summer extravaganza in honour of Knox, North Easthope, Ont. 
There was a barbeque, a petting zoo, music and lawn mower 
relay races. The latter was won by these fine Presbyterians: lan 
Frede, Cameron Hart, David Hart and Josh Wellstood. And the 
fun had a real purpose: It was a fundraiser for Canadian Food 
Grains Bank. The $5,200 raised will be increased four-fold by 
the Canadian International Development Agency. 


It was an historic day for the Presbytery of Kingston as Rev. 

Kate Jordan, centre, was installed as the first female moderator of 
the presbytery at their September meeting held in St. Andrew’s, 
West Huntington by outgoing moderator, Mr. Mike Mundell and 
interim moderator, Rev.Wendy Lampman. 


Pictured in front of the 
world’s largest pumpkin 
(697 kilograms) grown 
by Jake VanKooten (a 
member of Assembly 
Council) and an elder at 
Knox, Port Alberni, are 
from left to right, clerk of 
synod Rev. Bob Sparks, 
Knox minister Rev. Laura 
Hargrove, Van Kooten, 
moderator of the synod 
Mrs. Maxine Balsdon 
and the retiring clerk of 
synod Rev. Herb Hilder. 
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Fallingbrook, Scarborough, Ont., celebrated its 60th anniversary 

last year by raising their voices in song. You can share in that joy by 
purchasing that CD, Let The Church Rejoice. Seen celebrating these 
landmarks—anniversary and the CD—are organist and choir director 
Gerry Dimnik and choir president Cathy Farintosh. 


Strange But True: Percy, a most Presbyterian Bear, visited several 
Presbyterian families in London, Ont., spreading Christmas cheer as 
only a good Presbyterian can. There are rumours sonnets are being 
written, even an epic or two. Have yours ready, in case Percy comes 
knocking on your door later this year. 


On our website: 

Jackie Robinson's 50 years at Knox, Burlington. 

The Hamilton's “first” 10 years in Charlottetown. 
The McNaughton family donates memorials in 
Dederton. Colin Redekop fills big shoes at Grace, 
Calgary. St. Paul's, Glammis, celebrates 150 years. 
Living Faith, Baxter, celebrates its first year at home. 
The Synod of Atlantic celebrates 135 years. Betty, 
Jean and Elizabeth in Pugwash prepare Christmas 
gifts for kids the Ivory Coast. And, some amazing 
photographs by lay missionary and wonderful 
photographer Brian Johnston in Romania, including 
a photo of aWMS group visiting Eastern Europe. 


People and Places entries published in the magazine are cho- 
sen through a monthly lottery. However, many submissions 
prove themselves unpublishable on a technical level. Every 
effort is made each month by the PnP Editor to get better pho- 
tos—not too dark, not too light, with ample digital informa- 
tion. Before submitting please read the essay How To Submit 
Photos In A Digital Age found on the People and Places page 


of www.presbyterianrecord.ca. 
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Assembly Council—November, Crieff Hills, Ont. 


Long-term planning 


Assembly Council seeks a national vision. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


WITH RECENT MARKET DOWNTURNS on 
everyone’s mind and a new year ahead, 
finances were a concern at the Novem- 
ber meeting of Assembly Council. 

The church’s consolidated portfolio 
was down 4.8 per cent as of September 
30. According to Stephen Roche, chief 
financial officer, the loss was akin to 
losing only a foot when others have 
lost a leg or two. Comparatively, the 
United Church was down about nine 
per cent by September, and the Pres- 
byterian Church (U.S.A.) more than 15 
per cent. Nearing the end of the fourth 
quarter, the church’s budgeted defi- 
cit was $112,000 less than expected, 
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which Roche called “good news.” 

Contributions to Presbyterians 
Sharing have remained steady over 
the past several years, despite declin- 
ing membership. In 2008, 45 per cent 
of congregations increased their gifts, 
19 per cent maintained their gift lev- 
els, and 36 per cent decreased their 
gifts. Although most congregations are 
not meeting the suggested allocation 
to Presbyterians Sharing many are giv- 
ing generously, reported Karen Plater, 
associate secretary of Stewardship/ 
Education for Mission. 

The council approved a new set of 
salary ranges for support staff based 


on the report and recommendations 
of the personnel committee and Mer- 
cer, an HR firm which matched staff 
job descriptions and salaries with 
those of other non-profit organiza- 
tions in the Toronto area. Each of the 
five ranges includes eight incremental 
steps; employees will advance one step 
on July 1 each year. No salaries were 
decreased as a result of the change. 
Executive stipends were also evalu- 
ated, and a recommendation for a 6.9 
per cent increase will be put before 
this year’s General Assembly in June. 
If passed, the increase will be applied 
retroactively from January 2009. 
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The Long-Range Planning Com- 
mittee is planning an event that 
would bring together presbytery 
representatives from across Canada. 
It is intended to help presbyteries 
develop strategic plans for their own 


Nearing the end of the fourth 
quarter, the church’s budgeted 
deficit was $112,000 less than 
expected, which Roche 
called “good news” 


context and contribute to a national 
vision for the church. A total of 
$130,000 is currently budgeted for 
the event, but this is only enough 
to accommodate 23 of Canada’s 46 
presbyteries, and would require a 
financial contribution from each 
participating presbytery. The coun- 
cil will pursue more funding. Other 
methods, such as live-streaming the 
event via Internet or satellite, will 
also be examined. 

A Korean translation of Living Faith 
began in December. A draft will be 
circulated to Korean churches for 
proofreading, and Assembly Council 
hopes to have printed versions avail- 
able at assembly. 


NEWS 


Without Walls 


Clergy Care across Canada. 8Y CONNIE PURVIS 


“THE CLERGY CARE CENTRE is becom- 
ing a sort of centre without walls, as 
we're expanding beyond our physical 
centre to work in the rest of Canada,” 
says Rev. Dr. Andrew Irvine, Director 
of the Centre for Clergy Care and Con- 
gregational Health housed at Knox 
College, Toronto. 

The centre’s popular Starting Well 
and Making the Most of Retirement 
programs, designed to aid ministers 
during the first and last five years 
of their careers respectively, will be 
offered by a number of universities 
across Canada, beginning with Start- 
ing Well at the University of Toronto’s 
Emmanuel College in June and the 
Vancouver School of Theology in July. 
An agreement with St. Stephen’s Col- 
lege at the University of Alberta will 
bring Making the Most of Retirement 
to the campus in the future, and the 
centre is currently seeking a partner 
on the east coast. 

“Studies have shown that there are 
a number of crucial points in minis- 
ters’ lives, and we try to be there to 


Rev. Dr. Andrew Irvine, 


Director of the Centre 
for Clergy Care, Knox 
College, Toronto 


support them during those times,” 
Irvine says. In addition to Starting and 
Retiring Well, the centre boasts a num- 
ber of mid-career retreats dealing with 
conflict, self-care, family, and other 
concerns common to ministers. 

“One thing that makes us some- 
what unique is we’re constantly 
engaging in Our Own research work. 
We've found that most research that’s 
been done has been in the American 
church, which is radically different 
from Canada in terms of acceptance 
and culture,” he says. 

A new study examining the first 
five years of ministry is currently in 
its final phases and will be unveiled in 
the near future. 

The ecumenical centre opened in 
April 2006 as a joint project of Univer- 
sity of Toronto’s Emmanuel and Knox 
colleges. 

Additional information on the 
research and programs offered by the 
Centre for Clergy Care and Congre- 
gational Health are available at www. 
caringforclergy.ca @ 
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NEWS 


Four Servants Seek 
to Lead 


Education, leadership and diversity keys to church's future. 
BY CONNIE PURVIS 


FOUR POTENTIAL MODERATORS have 
been nominated for the 2009 General 
Assembly, to begin June 7 in Hamilton, 
Ont. Ballots were sent to presbyteries 
in December, and the committee to 
advise the moderator will tally the 
votes on April 1. 


Ms. Marilyn Clarke has spent a life- 
time in the church and has served as a 
ruling elder at Knox, St. Catharines, Ont. 
She was moderator of the Presbytery of 
Niagara twice, has served on a number 
of regional and national commit- 
tees including Assembly Council, and 
has spent the last four years of her 
six-year stint on the personnel policy 
committee as convener. 

Clarke’s faith journey has witnessed 
profound tragedy. Over the years, she 
has lost her first husband (a minister), 
their two sons, and her second husband 
to disease or genetic disorders. “I’ve 
been through personal losses, and 
that’s sharpened by faith,” she said. 
“Tt’s never something you ask for or 
hope for, but it’s during these periods 
that your faith really deepens. It’s 
through personal losses that we grow.” 

As an elder, Clark brings a unique 
perspective. “My passion is really lead- 
ership on the part of session,” she said. 
“The church is being shaken, and we 
no longer live in a church culture, so 
it’s very important that elders step up 
to the plate ... First and foremost we’re 
servants of Jesus Christ, and sessions 
are uniquely positioned to provide 
leadership and spiritual guidance.” 


Rev. Karen Hincke is a Presbyte- 
rian College librarian turned minister, 
a transition which she describes as 
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Marilyn Clark 


“providential leading.” She currently 
ministers at St. Stephen’s, Peterbor- 
ough, Ont., and has served two years 
as moderator of the Presbytery of 
Glengarry, three years as clerk of the 
Presbytery of East Toronto, three years 
as clerk of the synod of Quebec and 
Eastern Ontario, and was convener 
of the committee on business at the 
1989 assembly. She also spent several 
years as general secretary of the service 
agency at national offices (which has 
since become part of support services), 
executive director of the Women’s 
Inter-Church Council, and has partici- 


Harvey Self 


pated in various business and church 
administration conferences. 

“My passion usually lies wher- 
ever I am at the moment,” Hincke 
said. “At the moment I’ve discovered 
that I love interim ministry; the kind 
of problem-solving that’s involved 
is right up my ally. But ecumenical 
work is certainly my greatest passion 
at this point.” She has served as an 
interim minister in the presbyteries of 
Kingston and Lindsay-Peterborough, 
currently sits on the ecumenical and 
interfaith relations committee, and is 
part of a task group working to create 
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a handbook to help small congrega- 
tions nurture ecumenical partnerships 
and ministries. 


Rev. Harvey Self has Presbyterian 
ministry in his blood. As the son of a 
minister and chaplain, the grandson 
of an elder, and the nephew of two 
more ministers, he follows in well- 
trodden footsteps. Like his father, 
he spent time as a military chaplain, 
and served nine years in bases across 
the country with a brief UN posting 
in Cyprus. He has served the Synod 
of Central Northeastern Ontario and 
Bermuda for six years as mission 
convener and representative on the 
national Canada Ministries’ advisory 
committee, and one term as moder- 
ator of the Presbytery of Brampton. 
He currently ministers at Tweedsmuir 
Memorial, Orangeville, Ont. 

“The opportunity to serve with the 
military was a wonderful highlight, 
and although I haven’t continued 
life in the military I’ve continued to 
support military families,” Self said. He 
has been a local legion chaplain and 
has presided at funerals for soldiers 
killed in Afghanistan. “I’d like to see a 
focus on ministry to military families, 
veterans returning from this current 
conflict in Afghanistan, and to the 
chaplains serving in our church 
And I’d like to provide guidance for 
churches who want to do ministry to 
those people.” 


Rev. Richard Sand has served in a 
number of small communities across 
Canada, and currently ministers at St. 
Andrew’s (‘The Kirk’) in New Glasgow, 
N.S. A believer in community involve- 
ment, he is president of the Pictou 
County Council of Churches and the 
Aberdeen Palliative Care Society, and 
has served in various capacities with 
local groups throughout his ministry 
career. He also instructed a number 
of courses for the lay certificate of 
theology program at the University of 
Winnipeg. 

Teaching has been the highlight of 
Sand’s career. “I’m quite enthusiastic 


about the role of the teaching elder 

and for the congregation to be a 
learning community in every sense,” 
he said. “Not just the people who are 
participating in more formal opportu- 
nities for education, but the church 
needs to be learning about its ministry 
and mission. It needs to be learning 
from its experiences, both successful 
and unsuccessful.” 

Sand hopes the church will be 


NEWS 


encouraged to listen to voices he refers 
to as “off-centre,” for instance, those 
who hail from isolated congregations 
flourishing without a minister, or who 
are ministering in difficult economic 
climates. “Off-centre voices have 
something to tell us about the expe- 
rience of being the church, and they 
have something to teach the centre 
about the challenges of living faithful 
lives in difficult times.”m 
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An Enormous Problem 


We have to get past our discomfort and talk about AIDS. By KRISTEN HAZLETT 


THIS SUMMER, I attended the Interna- 
tional AIDS Conference and Ecumen- 
ical Preconference in Mexico City as a 
youth delegate from the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada. As a student of 
International Studies at York Univer- 
sity’s Glendon College, I have a partic- 
ular interest in international human 
rights law and policy. And as a person 
who has lived with Type 1 diabetes 
for 19 years, I am acutely aware of the 
difference in medical care between the 
developed and the developing world. 
For people who cannot access insulin, 
my condition often proves fatal within 
12 months. But for those who receive 
adequate care, a long and relatively 
normal life is possible; the same is true 
for people infected with HIV. 

When I arrived in Mexico, I was 
aware of the overwhelmingly bleak 
statistics surrounding the HIV/AIDS 
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epidemic worldwide. An estimated 33 
million people were living with HIV in 
2007; an estimated 20 million people 
have died from the disease; and devel- 
oping countries, particularly in sub- 
Saharan Africa, are heavily affected. 
Being aware of these numbers in the 
abstract can be overwhelming. It begs 
the question: “How can we possibly 
begin to find a solution to this enor- 
mous problem?” However, in meeting 
some of the individuals who are 
directly affected by and involved with 
the realities of HIV/AIDS, I became a 
little more hopeful. 

Two presentations touched me 
most. One was by Keren, a young girl 
of about 13. She comes from Honduras, 
a country devastated by the HIV 
epidemic. She and both of her parents 
are HIV-positive, and she has become 
a passionate youth activist. Another 


of the presentations was a hip-hop 
performance by a group called Kormix 
from Cambodia. Kormix is a group of 
street youth—young people who are at 
increased risk for HIV infection because 
of intravenous drug use and sex work. 
Kormix members, while fighting for 
their rights, have also provided a safe 
place for all street youth regardless of 
their HIV status. These presentations 
showed me that activists come in all 
shapes and sizes, and the only require- 
ment is to be passionate and committed 
(expertise is not necessary). They also 
emphasized the importance of youth 
in the fight against HIV/AIDS. Youth 
aged 15-24 account for 45 per cent of 
new infections globally, according to 
UNAIDS. This includes rising numbers 
in North America—a disturbing trend 
that needs to be addressed. 

HIV is a medical condition and 
the contributions of nurses, doctors, 
scientists, researchers, and many other 
people are important for, among other 
things, treatment and the development 
of a vaccine or cure. However, we need 
to stop the spread of the virus. Even 
with improving treatment and access 
to care, there are millions of new HIV 
infections reported. In 2007, there were 
a reported 2.5 million new HIV infec- 
tions around the world, amounting 
to more than 6,800 new infections a 
day (UNAIDS). HIV is spread through 
Our most intimate contact with others. 
As a result, it has been stigmatized. It 
may be difficult, even uncomfortable 
sometimes, to discuss ways to prevent 
its spread—such as the use of condoms 
or needle exchange programs—but it’s 
necessary to heal our world. 


Kristen Hazlett was sponsored by PWS&D, 
Presbyterians Sharing, and the WMS. 
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LETTER FROM 
MALAWI 


The Malthusian Dilemma 
and the Judgment of God 


The real issue is poverty. 
BY GLENN INGLIS 


THE LATEST CENSUS figures for Malawi 
were just released with the shocking 
news that Malawi’s population has 
grown to over 13 million. It is a surprise 
because of the devastation HIV/AIDS 
has brought with up to 80,000 annual 
deaths of people in their reproduc- 
tive years attributed to ‘the thinning 
disease.’ What this means is that the 


I saw what | thought were 
sisters carrying siblings 
on their backs: it turns out 
these were the mothers 


population splurge is coming from 
the next generation, from those in the 
13-21 age bracket. 

Visiting one of our Livelihoods 
programmes in a rural district called 
Phalombe, I was struck by the huge 
number of children under five roaming 
about. I saw what I thought were 
sisters carrying siblings on their backs: 
it turns out these were the mothers. 

The radical depletion of a produc- 
tive population, and the subsequent 
burden on girls to a) quit school to help 
at home; b) get married and leave the 
village; or c) sell their bodies for food 
and medicine, has created a totally 
new and worrisome demographic. 
Many of these girls—for that is what 
they are—are uneducated, lack skills 
and may have several children from 
serial fathers as that is the only way 
they have to find temporary security. 

One shudders at the prospects ahead: 
more children entering a school system 
where there are already primary classes 
with over 100 children, no books and 
poorly qualified teachers; more mouths 


to feed on an overused land base; 
further destruction of the remaining 
forests; and rapid urbanization into 
cities without any basic services. 


One reaction is to blame the 
victim. How can people be so short- 
sighted as to threaten the very basis 
of their social, economic and political 
lives? Why can’t people see that a 
decrease in the birth rate is manda- 
tory? Many answers can be given, 
including cultural traditions and ill- 
advised interventions by the Bush 
Administration which decreased or 
cut aid to international family plan- 
ning agencies that allow (under very 
strict protocols) abortion. 

But the real issue is poverty. Many 
Canadians boast of their grandparents 


having eight or 10 children. I was born 
into a family of four; Linda and I have 
three children; our children, like many 
of their generation, will weigh their 
options and may prefer adoption. At 
the Blantyre Synod Development 
Commission our managers who have 
university degrees have one to three 
children. The watchman has eight and 
would like some more. 

Poverty in an unjust economic 
system (and is this just a market 
correction or the judgement of God?) 
is the real cause of the population 
explosion and its attendant threats to 
our world. 


Rev. Glenn Inglis’s work in Malawi is 
supported by International Ministries. 
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Slow Genocide 


ENI—Bishop Paul Verryn of South Africa, 
who came to prominence fighting apar- 
theid, has called Zimbabwe's crisis a slow 
genocide. He spoke at a media briefing 
on an undercover mission in December 
to Zimbabwe by members of Civicus, an 
international alliance of non-governmen- 
tal organizations. 

Zimbabwe's population, of about 11 
million, is being decimated by HIV and 
AIDS as well as hunger, cholera and dise- 
ases that remain untreated while the 
country’s administration ceases to fun- 
ction following an economic collapse and 
food shortages. 

In a letter to Civicus, Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate Desmond Tutu, the former Angli- 
can Archbishop of Cape Town, said deaths 
in Zimbabwe by starvation, disease and 
apathy “are no less deliberate than those 
perpetuated with arms.” 


German Church Union 


ENi—The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Thuringia and the Evangelical Church 
of the Church Province of Saxony, which 
are situated among many of the historic 
sites associated with the 16th-century 
reformer Martin Luther have merged to 
form the Evangelical Church in Central 
Germany. 

“The witness of the church will gain in 
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appeal if we do together the things that 
we can do better together,” said Bishop 
Wolfgang Huber, who heads the Evange- 
lical Church in Germany (EKD), the count- 
ry’s main Protestant grouping, about the 
church union. 

Slightly fewer than 25 million of Ger- 
many’s 82-million people belong to the 
now 22 regional Protestant churches that 
make up the EKD. 


Simplicity Theology 
ENI—Christian leaders from around the 
world are pushing for a “theology of sim- 
plicity and caring” to bring hope to a 
“prodigal world” teetering under a bur- 
den of widespread economic crisis, and 
climate change. 

“It is time to challenge the growth-is- 
success myth, which also has contamina- 
ted the Church, and shift to a more tran- 
sformative way of thinking and lifestyle 
in tune with God's creative order and pur- 
pose,” said Rev. Daniel Kim Dong-Sung 
of the Saemoonan Presbyterian Church, 
Seoul, said to be the oldest Protestant 
church in South Korea. 

Linda Mead, a lay leader of the Uni- 
ted Reformed Church in Britain, said the 
call is for Christians to help lead the way 
in “living more simply amidst climate 
change.” 

Mead noted that churches are looking 
at the theology behind climate change 
and how it will affect Bible studies and 
liturgy. 

Christians may also learn from indi- 
genous and rural communities where 
sharing and caring are part of life, said 
Josephine Muchelemba, a Zambian the- 
ologian. “Our parents and neighbours 
would work the farms through the 
exchange of labour.” 

In the search for alternatives, Rev. Park 
Seong-Won of the Young Nam Theologi- 
cal University, South Korea, urged Chri- 
stians “not to grow tired and weary in 
doing good” and to search for better 
alternatives to humanity's current rut. 


Prayers To End Violence 


ENI—"| implore an end to the violence 
which must be denounced in all its forms 
and a restoration of the truce on the 
Gaza Strip,” Pope Benedict XVI said in his 
weekly prayer in late December.“I call on 
the international community to do all it 
can to help the Israelis and Palestinians 
[to not] give in to the perverse logic of 
confrontation and violence but to favour 
the path of dialogue and negotiations.” 

Rev. Samuel Kobia, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, said 
in a statement that he condemned “the 
violence against Gaza” and he called on 
“governments in the region and abroad” 
to seek to protect “those who are at risk ... 
on both sides of the border.” 

In Jerusalem, Rabbis for Human Rights 
issued a statement saying, “Many Israe- 
lis will quote from the Talmudic Tractate 
Sanhedrin, ‘When somebody is coming 
to kill you, get up earlier and kill him first. 
However, few are aware of how the Tal- 
mud continues, teaching us only to use 
the minimum necessary force and dra- 
wing a sharp contrast between defending 
ourselves against those attacking us, and 
harming an innocent third-party. These 
are also principles in International Huma- 
nitarian Law ... Both the Jewish tradition 
and international law do not allow the 
harming of innocent civilians.” 


Defending Warren 


EN!I—President-elect Barack Obama defen- 
ded his selection of evangelical leader Rick 
Warren to deliver the prayer at his inau- 
guration, a move criticized by some gay 
groups and supporters of abortion rights. 

“lam a fierce advocate of equa- 
lity for gay and lesbian Americans. It is 
something that | have been consistent 
on and something that | intend to conti- 
nue to be consistent on in my presidency,” 
said Obama.”What I’ve also said is that it is 
important for American to come together 
even though we may have disagreements 
on certain social issues.” 
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ast month I suggested that President Obama’s rise was 
L« most shining metaphor for the societal changes 

that have already taken place. And it is, of course, but 
it is still a remarkable feat. The landscape may have shifted 
ages ago but he is the first to break through a very impor- 
tant barrier. His achievement gives hope to many who 
thought barriers were solid and unmoveable. All it takes is 
one person to make the unimaginable, the unfathomable, 
suddenly doable. 

I witnessed this myself last fall. My congregation, after 
much effort, much prayer, hard work, after years of bad luck 
and some bad management, after much debate and some 
more prayer and lots of hopefulness despite the seeming 
odds, recreated _ itself 
as a mission to serve 
youth and women in the 
economically challenged 
neighbourhood of Flem- 
ingdon Park in Toronto. 
(Church is often the 
last place one turns to 
for spiritual enlightenment and faith-deepening but there 
are many of us at Gateway Community in awe of how this 
mission came together—but that is another story and I will 
tell it one day. But it will wait its turn, behind many other 
equally amazing miracles from across the denomination 
queued to be shared.) 

The mission begins with an after-school homework 
group, which in time will grow into a program to reach 
the mothers of those school children. Immigrant women 
are arguably the most difficult demographic to reach for 
social service agencies. The Flemingdon Gateway Mission is 
designed to work with them. 

I dropped by one day and met with some of the older 
kids who act as volunteers for the school-agers. There were 
about a dozen, circumstantially all Afghans, all in their mid- 
teens. Each of them spoke a minimum of three languages; 
one spoke eight. They were all born in Afghanistan but 
most had left there by the time they were two years of age. 
They’d grown up in Pakistan or Iran or Uzbekistan, some in 
Russia and parts of Europe, on their way to Canada. 


CS 


Immigrants are cautious folk. Being one 
myself, I have been in their company my 
whole Canadian life. They don’t dare to 
dream big. They control their hopefulness; 
they have too many challenges to overcome 


Or, how the impossible 
becomes possible. 
BY ANDREW FAIZ 


If you knew none of this about them, if you didn’t 
notice that the women had some form of head covering, if 
you ignored their very slight accents, if you listened only to 
how they spoke and of what they spoke, you would rightly 
assume they were just typical teens, like any other teen; 
Canadian teens. They were flippant and serious; confused 
and hopeful; they had myriad questions about the future 
but were wary of easy answers. They made casual references 
to popular culture. They were aware of ubiquitous celebrity 
gossip. And the one name that came up most often was 
Barak Obama. 

Immigrants are cautious folk. Being one myself, | have 
been in their company my whole Canadian life. They don’t 
dare to dream big. They 
control their hopeful- 
ness; they have too 
many challenges to 
overcome. And certain- 
ly this was true in part 
for these youth. 

One woman was 
worried about going to university and it was difficult for me 
to explain to her that if she really wanted to go and she had 
the grades, then there were enough ways within Canada to 
help her reach that goal. She was wary; but polite. 

But here was a 15-year-old, less than two years in Canada, 
dreaming of being a doctor. Another of being a diplomat. 
Another of being a lawyer. I made a joke about this and one 
of the men laughed back, saying only “Obama.” 

The impossible is now possible. Why not? 

I wish the metaphor were Canadian, or Presbyterian, or 
Christian. But it’s not. All three of those specific examples are 
mired in ancient templates, pretending to be modern, afraid 
of change for change’s sake, as if that option were still a valid 
option. Of course, at any point over the past decade of Amer- 
ican politics one would wonder if that country would ever 
grow up. But, something happened. So much so, that young 
people who have spent their lives in refugee camps suddenly 
dream of becoming world leaders. That’s a miracle. 

A miracle now housed in the care of another miracle that 
grew spiritually out of Gateway Community Church. @ 


February 2009 | Presbyterian Record | / 


Breaking 


the Silence 


THE MENTAL HEALTH OF OUR CLERGY 


BY SANDRA MOLL AND KRISTINE O'BRIEN 
ILLUSTRATION BY MICHELLE THOMPSON 


he sign outside an Ontario church read, “We’re 
too blessed to be depressed.” The author of the 
sentiment almost certainly meant to encourage 
gratitude, but the truth is the message betrayed 
a sad fact about many 
of our congregations: we do 
not understand mental illness 
and we do not appreciate how 
deeply it is affecting the life of 
the church. Not only are people 
in the pew suffering, but our 
clergy show alarming statis- 
tics of depression and anxiety 
disorders. 

Mental illness in Canada is 
on the rise, and according to the 
Canadian Mental Health Asso- 
ciation, one in five Canadians 
will develop a mental illness 
in their lifetime. Among the 
most common are depression 
and anxiety disorders, and the World Health Organiza- 
tion estimates that by the year 2020, depression will be 
second only to heart disease as the leading global cause 
of disability and mortality. This is no small matter to be 


18 Presbyterian Record 


In a survey of more than 
300 ministers from six Canadian 
denominations, they found that 
the number of those who had 
been diagnosed with clinical 
depression was double the 
national average 


kept under wraps; the economic, personal and social costs 
of mental health problems are immense. It has been esti- 
mated that the cost of lost productivity due to workplace 
mental illness in Canada is in excess of $30 billion per 
year. Mental health issues can 
also lead to strained relation- 
ships at work and at home, 
erosion of self-esteem, and for 
some, even suicide. 

While many _ Christians 
struggling with mental illness 
turn to their minister for 
comfort and help, our clergy 
themselves are suffering. A 
recent survey conducted by 
the Centre for Clergy Care 
on Clergy Well-Being (led by 
Rev. Andrew Irvine of Knox 
College, Toronto) revealed 
some disturbing trends. In their 
survey of more than 300 minis- 
ters from six Canadian denominations, they found that 
the number of those who had been diagnosed with clinical 
depression was double the national average. Almost 40 per 
cent sought the care of a clinical counsellor and 45 per > 
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cent sought advice from their family doctor regarding stress 
and anxiety issues. What is worse, these statistics likely 
underestimate the extent of clergy suffering, since studies 
show that only about half of those with major depression 
seek help. Clearly, the mental health of our clergy is in 
need of attention. 

The Clergy Well-Being study revealed a number of 
factors that are compromising the overall health of our 
ministers. The average work week of respondents was 
reported to be SO hours, although a quarter of them work 
in excess of 55 hours. Almost 40 per cent take fewer than 
three days off per month because, like others in care 
giving professions, ministers are taught to pay attention 
to the needs of others, and in 
the process rarely pay atten- 
tion to their own need for 
rest or healing. Surrounded by 
the constant needs of a faith 
community, many ministers 
are neglecting regular exer- 
cise, personal devotions, and 
relaxation in order to find 
additional time for serving or 
simply to avoid feeling guilty. 
In the Canadian clergy study, 
for example, reading scripture 
was listed as one of the most 
important sources of spiritual 
renewal for ministers. What 
is startling is that 94 per cent 
of those same _ respondents 
noted that although they read 
scripture in preparation for 
sermons, it rarely nourishes 
them personally. 

Few would disagree that 
the work of ministry is increasingly complex. As the size 
of many Presbyterian congregations across the country 
decline, there is tremendous pressure to not only shep- 
herd a congregation but also balance budgets and increase 
membership. Meanwhile, traditional social supports for 
ministers are eroding. As with most Canadian families, 
both spouses are likely working. This means both women 
and men in ministry are now juggling the demands of 
children’s activities, aging parents, and household respon- 
sibilities alongside their working spouse. And all of this 
happens within the calling of ministry that demands long, 
unconventional and unpredictable hours. These all have 
an impact on mental health and leave ministers at risk for 
significant problems. 

Frank (pseudonym), a Presbyterian minister who has 
experienced several bouts of depression, says depression, 
anxiety disorders and plain old burn-out are “endemic” 
among clergy, in part because ministry is an endless job, 
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Both women and men in 
ministry are now juggling the 
demands of children’s activities, 
aging parents, and household 
responsibilities alongside their 
working spouse. And all of 
this happens within the calling 
of ministry that demands 
long, unconventional and 
unpredictable hours 


often a bottomless pit. “As I visualize my weekly clergy 
peer-group meeting, going around the room,” says Frank, 
“T can’t see one who has not been, or isn’t now, in treat- 
ment for a chronic illness, high blood pressure, digestive 
problems, or depression. Among my closest friends and 
colleagues in ministry there are only two who haven't had 
serious health problems directly related to the stress of 
ministry.” 

Despite the prevalence of mental illness in the general 
population, the issue is often hidden. Many people living 
with a mental illness report that the associated stigma 
causes them more suffering than the disease itself. One 
woman in our parish who is suffering from depression 
remarked that she does not want 
to tell others about her disease 
because “they see it as a weak- 
ness, not an illness.” In an Amer- 
ican study, 80 per cent of mental 
health consumers indicated that 
they heard people in the work- 
place making hurtful or offensive 
comments about mental illness. 
Another 70 per cent noted that 
others had sometimes treated 
them as less competent once 
their illness was known. 

One minister, who asked 
to have his name _ withheld, 
told the story of a presbytery 
in which a minister required a 
short-term health leave from his 
congregation. “The pastoral care 
committee reacted to his depres- 
sion and anxiety with distaste 
and discomfort,” he says. “Not 
only did they fail to offer any 
support at all, but they concluded that the man must lack 
essential gifts and should never have become a minister 
in the first place.” Privately, many ministers acknowledge 
that the public admission of mental illness will virtually 
put an end to peer respect and future ministry opportu- 
nities. “You can never, ever tell,” said one. “You will be 
labelled for life.” 


FOR SOME CLERGY, mental health problems may lead to 
increased sick days or time off work. Many others, however, 
continue to work despite their mental health issues. Unlike 
a broken leg or other physical illness, issues of mental 
health are often invisible, poorly understood, and build 
gradually over time, making it difficult to recognize when 
they are occurring. “Presenteeism” (as opposed to absen- 
teeism) is a new buzzword in today’s business commu- 
nity, referring to individuals who continue to go to work 
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despite illness. Although the individual is at 
work, he or she is not as productive. Studies 
have shown that rates of presenteeism are 
particularly high among physicians and 
other service providers, where it is difficult 
to find a replacement to cover the work. 
This is likely to be true of clergy, especially 
when they are the sole minister in a charge 
where there is no one to share their respon- 
sibilities. By not taking the time to rest and 
recover, however, this could lead to a longer 
duration of sick leave down the road. 

For those ministers who experience 
mental health problems, the Presbyte- 
rian Church offers almost no_ financial 
support. The pension and benefit plan for 
2008 allows only $300 a year to provide for 
professional counselling or the services of a 
social worker. This support falls well short 
of the funding needed for effective treat- 
ment. Research shows that a series of 10 to 
14 sessions of cognitive-behavioural therapy 
can be effective for a range of mental health 
problems. Current funding provided by the 
church, however, would only cover approxi- 
mately two visits per year. The cost of addi- 
tional visits, often more than $100 each, 
could lead to significant financial burden on 
ministers who are already going through a 
difficult time. 


THE FINANCIAL COST for congregations and to 

the presbytery for a minister who is on sick leave is high. 
While the minister is on leave, they must continue to 
provide housing, utilities, and stipend. In addition, the 
congregation must pay for weekly pulpit supply and any 
additional staffing needs. When the leave is for more 
than a few weeks, an interim moderator must also be 
appointed, and be given an honorarium. Presbyteries vary 
in their guidelines for such payment, but many suggest 10 
per cent of the minister’s stipend. These costs, for many 
congregations across the country, would be difficult to 
bear. 

Although it is limited, some support is available 
through the denomination’s benefit program. “Each situ- 
ation is unique; each medical leave is unique,” says Judy 
Haas, senior administrator for the church’s pension and 
benefits board. “A congregation may apply to this office for 
pulpit supply insurance if their minister is away from the 
pulpit more than two weeks.” When a leave must extend 
beyond three months, employment insurance benefits 
become available, but congregations must then face other 
practical questions about how to continue their ministry 


in the midst of pastoral uncertainty. 

Leaders in the business community are starting to 
recognize the financial and moral imperative for addressing 
mental health issues in the workplace. The Global Busi- 
ness and Economic Roundtable on Addiction and Mental 
Health, for example, is a collection of CEOs from the 
business community who have come together to tackle 
this growing problem. Canada Post recently identified 
mental health in the workplace as its cause of choice. As 
former senator Michael Kirby explains, there is “a strong 
and compelling business case to be made for making the 
workplace an environment that is conducive to mental 
health—the payback in greater productivity will outweigh 
any costs that may be incurred.” The newly formed Mental 
Health Commission of Canada has identified the elimina- 
tion of stigma and the reduction of discrimination as a top 
priority to be addressed as part of its federal framework for 
mental health. 

In the Christian community, vision and leadership is 
also needed. In other denominations, clergy wellness has 
begun to receive attention. In 2006, the United Church > 
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of Canada began a Sabbatical Policy for Ministry Personnel 
in Pastoral Relationships, which mandates a paid sabbatical 
of at least three months after five or more years of service. 
This time for study, rest, retreat, and prayer is offered with 
the explanation that Jesus sought occasional respite from 
the demands of ministry. In the Anglican Church, the 
General Synod Pensions and Benefits Committee raised 
concerns about the rise in both short-term and long-term 
disability claims in 2002, prompting the denomination to 
begin a_ variety of clergy wellness studies and initiatives. 
Unlike the business community, however, none of 
these church initiatives have addressed mental illness 
directly. They allude to the need for rest, healing, and 
life balance, but fall short of recognizing the current high 
rate of depression among clergy. The church, which is to 
be a place of rest for the weary, and which seeks to be 
good stewards of all its gifts, must also take steps to erase 
the stigma and support those who suffer. Mental illness 
needs to be brought out of the shadows and identified as a 
common problem that deserves a compassionate response. 
Concrete supports need to be put in place to ensure that 
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The church, which is to be 
a place of rest for the weary, 
and which seeks to be good 

stewards of all its gifts, 
must also take steps to erase 
the stigma and support 
those who suffer 


churches are mental-health friendly, and 
accepting of individuals, including clergy, 
who have a range of needs and abilities. 


clergy who are 
open about their mental health issues take 
a risk in exposing their vulnerability. “Some 
colleagues and church members have been 
offended by my openness about my personal 
issues,” says Frank. “Most, by far, have appre- 
ciated my honesty. There is such a stigma 
associated with depression. My sharing has 
given several members of my congregation 
permission to tell the hard truth about their 
own experiences, and the struggles of family 
members. Among colleagues, it has been a great help just 
to know none of us is unique or crazy.” Frank's openness, 
however, seems to be the exception rather than the rule. 

In order to create a church community that is condu- 
cive to mental health, there are a number of practical strat- 
egies outlined in international workplace literature that 
could be adopted, including primary prevention of mental 
health problems, early intervention, and treatment. If the 
church is to create a comprehensive approach to meeting 
the needs of clergy, strategies within each of these catego- 
ries should be considered. 

Primary prevention: High job demands and work over- 
load, for example, are significant risk factors. For clergy, 
it may be important to review explicit and implicit job 
descriptions, as well as hours of work and planned Sabbath 
time for prayer and spiritual renewal. Sessions can offer 
support by identifying sources of stress within each unique 
ministry (such as conflict or financial strain) and providing 
appropriate resources to address these stressors. 

Presbyteries could begin to create a healthy workplace 
strategy that includes supports for clergy training and 
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development (for example, mental health information, 
or funding for sabbatical initiatives). This government 
website provides policy examples: http://www.hrsdc.gc.ca/ 
en/lp/spila/wlb/imt/OSsample_policies_forms.shtml 

Early intervention: It can be difficult to acknowledge 
symptoms of anxiety or depression and the need for treat- 
ment. In some cases, it may be a colleague or congrega- 
tional elder who first notice the changes (see sidebar for 
a Outline of red flags that may signal the importance of 
seeking professional support). An easily accessible, confi- 
dential, online self-assessment screening tool may also be 
useful (see examples at: www.checkupfromtheneckup.ca 
and www.healthyplace.com/index.asp). Studies show that 
if problems are caught early enough, recovery is faster with 
fewer negative social and financial consequences. 

Treatment: The majority of mental health problems 
are highly treatable, and early access to treatment can not 


Red Flags 


for Mental 
Health Problems 


Signs and symptoms to watch for in yourself and others 


COVER FEATURE 


only prevent problems from getting worse but may lead 
to a faster recovery as well. The church would do well to 
learn from the many organizations that offer confidential 
employee assistance programs that provide mental health 
screening, support and referrals when they are needed. 
Adequate coverage for professional counselling should be 
viewed as an essential part of the benefits package since it 
is very effective either in conjunction with, or as an alter- 
native to, psychiatric medication. In Canada, all employers 
are required by law to make reasonable accommodations for 
employees who have a disability. Presbyteries have a respon- 
sibility to assist an individual to return to ministry by gradu- 
ally increasing hours of work, modifying duties, or offering 
additional on-the-job support. Accommodations are not 
expensive; more than 90 per cent of the accommodations 
for mental health problems cost less than $90. 

It is possible to create a supportive mental-health > 


(adapted from Conference Board of Canada and CMHA Mental Health Works) 


Poor Work Performance 

* Consistent late arrivals or 
frequent absences/sick days 

* Decreased productivity 

¢ Lower quality of work 

* Increase in errors 

* Decline in dependability 
(e.g., not meeting deadlines 
or completing work tasks) 

¢ Decreased interest or 
involvement in work 

* May work longer hours, but 
performance still poor 


Personal Changes 

* Difficulty concentrating, making 
decisions, or remembering things 

¢ Speech slowed down 
(or speeded up) 

* Tired all the time or 
sleeping on the job 

* Loss of interest/enjoyment in 
hobbies outside of work 

* Frequent complaints of unexplained 
aches and pains, and insomnia 

* Feelings of hopelessness 
and sadness 

* Pronounced mood swings 


« Change in appetite, seen through 
substantial weight loss or gain 

¢ Change in sleep patterns - 
employee talks about inability 
to sleep or sleeping too much 

¢ Significant change in behavior 
or attire (e.g., disheveled) 

« Talking about strange or 
“grandiose” ideas 

¢ Evidence of alcohol or 
illicit drug use that 
interferes with work 


Social Changes 

¢ Lack of co-operation or a general 
inability to work with colleagues 

* Tunes out what others say 

¢ Irritability/hostility or blaming 
of others 

* Resenting or even alienating 
parishioners 

* Sudden outbursts at meetings 

¢ Tearful when approached about 
tasks or performance issues 

* Working at home to avoid the 
“negative energy” of the office 

* Avoids eye contact when talking 
to others 


¢ Withdrawal from, or extreme 
dependence on others 


Note: The “red flags” will vary from 
one person to the next. Many of 

the signs could be a reflection of 

an employee who is having a bad 
day or week, or who is going through 
a difficult time in their life. A pattern 
that continues over time, however, 
may indicate an underlying mental 
health problem. 
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environment in every congregation and at every level of 
the church. To begin, however, we must combat the stigma 
of mental illness by bringing it out of the darkness, and 
acknowledging its prevalence in the life of all of members 
of the church, from parishioners to pastors. As followers of 
a compassionate Healer, surely we are well equipped for this 
task. And as a church who strives to be the hands and feet of 
Christ in the world, surely we are called to greet vulnerability 


with mercy and offer love to the suffering among us. @ 


Sandra Moll is an Assistant Professor in the School of Rehabili- 
tation Science at McMaster University and a PhD candidate in 
Public Health Sciences at the University of Toronto. The focus 
of her research is on mental illness in the workplace. 


Kristine O’Brien is minister at Trafalgar, Oakville. 


Startling Numbers 


Survey statistics reveal anxiety, spiritual burn-out. 


The Centre for Clergy Care and Congregational Health 
conducted the study Clergy Well-Being: Seeking Wholeness 
with Integrity in June 2003 under the guidance of Rev. 
Dr. Andrew Irvine. In addition to focus groups, the study 
examined responses from 338 clergy from the six major 
protestant denominations in Ontario: United, Anglican, Pre- 
sbyterian, Evangelical Lutheran, the Baptist Convention of 
Ontario and Quebec, and the Pentecostal Assemblies. 

The report is available in the Current Research section 
of the Centre for Clergy Care and Congregational Health 
webpage: www.caringforclergy.ca. 


* Ministers worked an average of 50 hours per week, 
but over 25 per cent worked in excess of 55 hours 
each week. 


* In a 30-day period, almost 40 per cent of ministers 
took three or fewer days off. 


* 80 per cent felt guilty if people saw them taking time 
off during the week. 


* 78 per cent felt their position as a minister demanded 
perfection. 


* 51 per cent indicated that they had suffered physically 
from stress-induced problems. 


* 67 per cent said they sometimes projected job 
frustrations onto their families. 


¢ 38 per cent sought the aid of a clinical councilor; 
* 21 per cent a psychologist; 
¢ 15 per cent a psychiatrist; 


* 45 per cent the advice of a family doctor regarding 
stress and anxiety issues. 


* 20 per cent had been diagnosed with an emotional 
condition; 


* When asked to specify the condition, 16 per cent 
named depression. 


* 62 per cent said they sometimes appeared outwardly 
happy while they were in emotional distress. 
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- 75 per cent were afraid to let their parishioners 
know how they really felt. 


* Close to 49 per cent of ministers identified two 
or fewer close friends in their church or community. 


* 60 per cent said evenings with friends usually 
involved ‘church talk’ 


* 55 per cent indicated that they sometimes feel very lonely. 


* 81 per cent experienced a situation in which they 
required personal pastoral care in the past five years. 


¢ Only 71 per cent sought and received such care. 


¢ 40 per cent of ministers indicated that they had 
someone who was their personal pastor, but only 
16 per cent indicated that they had a spiritual director. 


* 80 per cent were sometimes jealous of the success 
of other ministers. 


* 83 per cent believed ministry was a calling from God 
and the church, 


* 91 per cent agreed that being a minister felt more 
like a job than a calling. 


¢ 77 per cent felt more like CEOs than pastors. 
* 83 per cent felt their churches wanted a CEO, not a pastor. 


* 94 per cent said they read Scripture for sermon 
preparation, but it rarely spoke to them personally. 


* 86 per cent prayed regularly with others but had 
little time for personal prayer. 


* 71 per cent did not feel spiritually affected while 
leading worship. 


* 89 per cent sometimes felt like they were simply 
going through a ritual when they led worship. 


¢ 70 per cent felt unfulfilled in ministry. 
* 33 per cent had considered leaving their denomination. 


* 60 per cent indicated that they had at some time 
considered leaving ministry. 
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Service with 
a Smile 


Following in a tradition of diaconal ministries. 
BY WARREN WHITAKER 


As I enter my 30th year in service in the inner city 
of Winnipeg, it is becoming easier for me to reflect upon 
how God’s call for me to enter and continue in diaconal 
ministry was a perfect match for the gifts that our Creator 
had granted me. 

But it wasn’t a straight line. I was first a Grade 4 school 
teacher in rural Saskatchewan, then worked for a large 
pharmaceutical company as a medical representative. And 
then my minister mentioned Ewart College to me, which 
in the 1970s was our denomination’s college for training 
women and men for a life in the field of professional Chris- 
tian education. 

God knew what and where He wanted me to be. I was 


trained to work in a church setting, so I sent about 75 resumes 
to larger churches in our congregation. I received no interest 
at all. But an opportunity came up to work not in a church 
but at an inner city mission in Winnipeg. Even though it 
wasn’t really the kind of work I was trained for, I accepted it 
because it involved working with children and it was back in 
the West, a day’s journey from Regina, my home. 

God knew that He had given me a gift for hospitality. 
One of the first things I noticed when I came to work at 
Flora House was the transient nature of the people who 
lived in the neighbourhood. It didn’t take very long before 
God was using me to welcome people, to help them feel 
comfortable, affirmed and safe. I love to tease in my style > 
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of humour. The pleasant put-down type of humour is the 
aboriginal fashion. I, therefore, was able to smile and laugh 
with new First Nations friends. We joked and built relation- 
ships together. 

God knew that my first passion was to teach children. 
I was taught at Ewart to train teachers. The work at Flora 
House was after school, which made it nearly impossible to 


that they are eager to return to work. They sign a contract 
to be part of WICM’s First Steps to Employment Project, a 
pilot program to help people understand the things that 
have kept them from gaining employment. They also 
receive counselling and encouragement from our parish 
social worker, who is in charge of the program. 

In this building, we also offer a drop-in service of coffee, 


All residents must indicate that they are eager to return to work. They 
sign a contract to be part of WICM’s First Steps to Employment Project, 
a pilot program to help people understand the things that have kept 


them from gaining employment 


get people to come in and run programs. This meant that 
staff were planning and directing programs for between 
60 and 80 children. There was lots of hands-on work for 
me to do. I also recognized that people in the surrounding 
community needed assistance with some basic needs such 
as food and clothing. Therefore, a clothing room and food 
bank was opened for the community. This outreach required 
sensitivity and warmth in the manner that it was operated. 

In 2003, the boards of Flora House and Anishinabe 
Fellowship Centre amalgamated. The two missions joined 
to form the Winnipeg Inner City Missions of the Presbyte- 
rian Church. This move allowed the staff of both missions 
to share their talents and gifts. I became the program 
director, responsible for the various programs at both loca- 
tions. Eleven months ago, WICM opened a third facility 
just south of Anishinabe Fellowship Centre. 

Anishinabe Place of Hope is the first one of its kind in 
Canada. It is a 20-suite residence for single men and women 
aged 30 to 55. They receive provincial employment and 
income assistance and have dealt with any addiction and 
judicial problems in their pasts. All residents must indicate 
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fellowship, and monthly food assistance. Counselling and 
medical support are provided by our parish social worker and 
parish nurse, spiritual assistance by our outreach minister, 
and spiritual emergencies are handled by our pastor. 

Throughout the summer of 2007, God was calling 
WICM’s executive director to take a reflective look at her 
gifts and mine. After a discussion with me, we agreed that 
with my gift of hospitality and educational expertise, my 
title and job description would be changed to outreach 
minister/education consultant. 

As I’ve worked with this new job title, I realized that, 
except for the hospital visiting, I’ve been doing most of it all 
the while that I’ve been working as a diaconal minister. I also 
believe that it’s a ministry that is a throwback to the calling 
of the early deaconesses. It’s a service of advocacy for people 
who are trying to adjust to the life and challenges found in a 
large city. It’s help for people who are struggling for identity 
in an environment of poverty, and it’s companionship for the 
sick and dying. I’m also helping in the same manner that I 
remember the deaconess who started the first church I was 
associated with led worship service and recruited member- 
ship. I help provide worship leadership, 
I work with teachers, and I examine educa- 
tional materials. My ministry is all about 
service with a smile. = 


Previous page: Warren Whitaker. This page, left: 
Whitaker leads a Bible study. Above: Presbyterian 
diaconal ministers meet at Crieff Hills, Ont. 
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Real Ha 
to Give 


First Sackville rises to the moderator’s challenge. BY H. ROY WHITE 


ev. Cheol Soon Park’s challenge to the church is 
timely, relevant and very inspirational. He said 
there is a great demand for change within the local 
church. “Change is not an option anymore, it is an imper- 
ative ... it is time to change our understanding of church, 
ministry and worship service.” His profound words were 
like apples of gold in pictures of silver. His idea is to chal- 
lenge every session, minister and member to start one 


thing new this year. One thing that is necessary yet has 
never been tried for various reasons. He wants each local 
church to start one thing that would convey the message 
we are willing to change and serve. 

The outreach committee of First Sackville, Lower Sack- 
ville, N.S., put into practice that challenge last summer. 
Three Bills (Mackay, Jardine and Field) helped to put in 
a potato field (90 feet long by 30 feet wide) anda » 
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Two of the three Bills: Mackay, left, and Jardine, right, in the Garden of Hope. 


cucumber patch (30 feet by 30 feet) 
at the Springfield Lake Recreational 
Centre, Middle Sackville, for Feed 
Nova Scotia. The garden was created 
by soil (from Conrad Brothers, Dart- 
mouth and Lower Sackville Trenching 
Company), scrap material, volun- 


and real happy to give. Over 40,000 
people in our province use the Food 
Bank each month and the numbers 
are increasing due to the economic 
crisis and the high price of food and 
fuel. In a province of plenty, there are 
thousands of children who do not 


In a province of plenty, there are thousands 
of children who do not have plenty, who go 
to bed with the basic necessities that count 
most in life. Like potatoes 


teer labour and a lot of hard back- 
breaking work. In October the harvest 
produced 800 pounds of potatoes and 
24 dozen cucumbers for the Halifax 
Regional Municipality Food Bank. 
Why not just buy the potatoes 
and cucumbers? The garden is not 
only good for meditating, an oppor- 
tunity for exercise, a great place 
to get rid of stress and tensions, an 
excellent way to get people involved 
in the community, but also an impor- 
tant way to witness to the commu- 
nity that the church is there to share 
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have plenty, who go to bed with the 
basic necessities that count most in 
life. Like potatoes. 

One evening while a ball game was 
being played on a nearby field four 
strangers appeared out of nowhere. 
They were dressed like Hutterites 
and asked what needed to be done. 
They told me to go watch the ball 
game while they did the work. When 
I returned an hour later, I saw the 
field was cleared of unsightly weeds, 
three concrete benches moved, huge 
stones rolled away and a mound of 


sand relocated. They even built a 
reinforced wall around the garden, 
12 inches high. To this day I have 
no idea who they were or where they 
were from. 

Before they left the garden, I asked 
them how I could thank them. One of 
them, Peter, said, “Son, you can thank 
us by finishing your project as the 
potatoes and cucumbers will come in 
handy for a lot of people in the fall.” 
My sister, Jackie Davies, said, “Roy 
the four men were not strangers, they 
were angels.” I believe her. 

Rev. Park challenged us: “We 
should not be afraid of change because 
change brings new possibilities.” @ 


H. Roy White is a member of First Sack- 
ville’s outreach committee. 


Share Your Mission: Mission Knocks 

is a regular feature in the Record with 
the single purpose of sharing with the 
denomination the great works done by 
congregations. It is written by you, to 
expose the art of the possible. Don’t be 
shy, share your mission! 
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CAMP LISTINGS ~ 


Canoeing in the name of Christ. Across Canada local congregations, presbyteries and synods 
Support Summer experiences for children, teens, youth and families, which for many are © 
transformative spiritually and personally. So, find the camp nearest you and at the negligible 
cost of feeding a few mosquitoes, dare to step back into the Eden God created. 


CAMP KANNAWIN 
www.synodabnw.ca/camp 

Run by the Presbyterian Church 
since 1941, Camp Kannawin is 
accredited annually by the Alberta 
Camping Association. 


CAMP DOUGLAS 
www.campdouglas.ca 

Operated by the Presbytery of 
Westminster with assistance 

from the Synod of British Columbia. 
Provides a challenging and safe 
program in a Christ-centred 
environment. 


DUTCH HARBOUR CHRISTIAN CAMP 
dutchharbour@theeastshore.net 
Operated by the Presbytery of 
Kootenay. Christian fellowship in 

a beautiful, natural setting. 


CAMP VIP 

www.campvip.org 

One camper’s testimonial: “I love 
coming to Camp VIP (Vancouver 
Island Presbytery); it’s like a big, 
friendly family!” 


CAMP MACLEOD 

(902) 733-3560 

Funded by the Presbytery of Cape 
Breton. A wonderful Christian camping 


experience for the children/youth 
of Cape Breton and beyond. 
Wheelchair accessible. 


CAMP GEDDIE 
www.campgeddie.ca 

Owned and operated by the Synod 
of the Atlantic Provinces. Along 
with summer camping, year round 
retreats are also offered. 


CAIRN CAMPING AND 

RETREAT CENTRES 
www.ilovecamp.org 

Cairn is the camping ministry for 
Central, Northeastern Ontario and 
Bermuda Synod. Cairn ministries: 


* DOROTHY LAKE FAMILY CAMP 
www.dorothylake.on.ca 


- PRESBYTERIAN MUSIC CAMP 
registrar-west@musicamp.ca 


* GLEN MHOR 
www.ilovecamp.org 


* IONA 
www.ilovecamp.org 


HURON FEATHERS CENTRE 
www.huronfeathers.com 
Join us between May and 
August for great weekly worship, 
exciting daily Day Camp, and 
awesome youth events! A vibrant 
ministry, right on the shores 

of the beach! 


CAMP KINTAIL 
www.camphintail.ca 

Celebrating 80 years of camping 
ministry in 2009! Located on the 
beautiful shores of Lake Huron. 


CAMP KUMMONIWANNAGO 
www.campk.on.ca 

Close to Nature, Close to Home. 
Supported by St. Andrew’s, 
Kitchener as a ministry to youth 
and children in the Kitchener- 
Waterloo Region. » 


CAMP 


PRAYER 
JUST DO IT 


Quinte Christian 
Music Camp 


August 8" to 15", 2009 
www.dqdcmic.ca 


© Quality Trained Staff 

© Skill Based Instruction 

¢ Non Competitive 
Atmosphere 

© Outdoor Based 
Programming 


ESTABLISHED 1954 


A Safe & Positive 
Learning Environment 


A traditional 
Christian camp 
located in Bruce County 
along the beautiful 
Saugeen River. 


UR ee 


FUN & EXCITEMENT x 


AWAIT YOUR SON OR VAUGHTER CANADA. 
AT CAMP CHERITH Goleman | uae 


CAMP KEIR 

www.campkeir.ca 

A chance for children, youth, and 
teens to develop Christian faith 
and character in an atmosphere 
of fun and recreation. 


A Christian Camp owned and operated by the 
Synod of Alberta and the Northwest, on the beautiful 
shores of Sylvan Lake in Central Alberta. 


Weekly summer camps for boys and girls, aged 5 - 15 
Specialty camps on ARTS (music, drama) & SKILLS (outdoor ed) 
Programs for Families, Senior's and Women's Weekend 
Off-season Rentals 


Box 9240, Sylvan Lake, AB T4S 188 (403) 887-5760 
www.synodabnw.ca/camp.htm 


CAMP D’ACTION BIBLIQUE 
www.presbyterian.ca/qeosynod/cab 
A bilingual Presbyterian camp that 
encourages Christian discipleship. 
About two hours from Montréal. 


GRACEFIELD CAMP AND 
CONFERENCE CENTRE 
www.gracefieldcamp.ca 

To invite all people to experience the 
loving presence of the living God, in 
creation, in Christ, and in Christian 
community. 


CAMP CHRISTOPHER 
www.campchristopher.ca 

A shared ministry of the River Bend 
Presbytery (United Church) and the 
Synod of Saskatchewan (Presbyterian). 
Enables people to deepen their under- 
standing and experience of God as 
Creator, Saviour, Sustainer and Lord. @ 


What are we training for? 
BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


February 15: Sixth Sunday 
after Epiphany 
1 Corinthians 9:24-27 


very year, people gather in Hali- 

fax to run the Bluenose Mara- 

thon. Each runner receives an 
attractive shirt of that wonderful fab- 
ric that makes perspiration disappear 
into the ether. I’d love to have one of 
those shirts. And I can. A couple of 
weeks after the race I can go to the 
thrift shop and buy a Bluenose Mara- 
thon shirt. It might be last year’s, but 
it’s still real. | could put one on and 
look like a marathon runner! Who 
would know I wasn’t? (I couldn’t have 
run, anyway. I was in church during 
the race.) 

It’s easy to look like you’re run- 
ning the race. I have a (plain) shirt, 
shorts, and shoes. But not the legs or 
the lungs. Paul isn’t sure the Corinthi- 
ans have the legs or the lungs for the 
marathon of discipleship. Paul tries to 
tempt the fickle, competitive Corinthi- 
ans to imagine the Christian run is a 
one-race-one-winner affair. > 


Disciplesh 


PROGRESSIVE 
LECTIONARY 
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With their eyes on that enticing 
prize, their effort will be purposeful. 
Their dedication will be as intense as 
a marathoner’s. Anyone in Corinth 
who has watched a footrace can imag- 
ine athletes, magnificent in both 
speed and beauty. They run naked, 
or nearly so. Every muscle shines as 
it works, coated with a sheen of sweat 
and oil. A runner’s devotion in body 
and spirit is a sign of the highest ideal 
of humanity. 

We watch athletes today with the 
same fascination. We can usually tell 
if they’re pumped up on steroids. We 
want Usain Bolt or Michael Phelps to 
show us what a human body can be 
and do, with natural capacity shaped 
by passion and desire, despite adver- 
sity or illness. 

Paul says, “Athletes exercise self- 
control in all things ...” That’s an un- 
derstatement, given the way runners 
trained in his day and athletes work 


today. Paul is amazed anyone would 
work that hard for a “perishable 
wreath.” The victory wreath is already 
dead when it’s placed on the winner’s 
head. Shouldn’t disciples work hard 
as they strive toward a reward that 
won’t dry up and fall to pieces? 


“So I do not run aimlessly, nor 
do I box as though beating the air 
...” Sometimes I run to catch a bus. 
The rest of the time I run on a tread- 
mill. Inside. Where it’s warm and 
dry. There’s a television, or music to 
distract me from the numbers on the 
treadmill’s computer. It feels good 
when I do it. It’s not aimless! I’m 
working on my lungs and my legs! 
Then I read Paul’s words and won- 
der if my running is aimless after 
all. What if I pray while I’m on the 
treadmill? Maybe I should jump off 
| the treadmill and offer to spar with 
the guy who’s shadowboxing in the 
corner. At least we’ll both be aiming 
at something real! Aren’t we good at 
| justifying what we do—at work, at 
home, in church—without ever ask- 
ing why we do it? 

Paul stops us and asks what we’re 
training for. What can we say? None 


Elders' Institute 


St. Andrew's Hall 


Living Faith: 


A Closer Look 


Online Course 2009 


of the noble goals we might suggest 
offers anything truly lasting. Bet- 
ter health, better looks, better days 
and nights: all good things, none 
of them eternal. I may buy myself 
a few more years of healthy living 
by punishing my body a little today, 


We want Usain Bolt or Michael Phelps to show 
us what a human body can be and do, with 
natural capacity shaped by passion and desire, 
despite adversity or illness 


but I can’t exercise myself into ever- 
lasting life. 

When Paul says he punishes his 
body and enslaves it, he’s not describ- 
ing a physical training program. His 
body stands for human sin and selfish- 
ness. All that balks at the hard work 
of discipleship. Desire that settles for 
the good instead of holding out for the 
best. The “me” that wants the crown 
before the race. 

I’m proud of myself for driving 
past Tim Horton’s on my way home 
from the gym. Paul says I have a lot 
further to go than that, “so that after 
proclaiming to others I myself should 
not be disqualified.” It’s not enough 
to put on a sweaty shirt and tell you 
about the race. I have to get on the 
road myself. @ 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe teaches in 
Halifax. 


Join participants from across Canada 
in an interactive study of Living Faith: 
A Statement of Christian Belief with 
Stephen Hayes, convener of the 
committee that produced it. 


Open to ruling elders and laity | 
April 27 - June 5, 2009 


Instructor: Rev. Dr. Stephen Hayes 


Ane Location: Knox College, 59 St. George Street 
Registration Fee: $100 Date: March 2 2009 
For more information and registration : Time: 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 


WWW vl C@lLdersinstitute.ca 
1-866-794-8888 


Registration: Free. RSVP required. 


Toll-free: 
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CONTINUING EDUCATION at KNOX COLLEGE 


ROBERT LAIDLAW LECTURESHIP 


Presented in Partnership with Rosedale Presbyterian Church 


Future Directions of the Mainline Church for the Next Decade! 
Conversations with Diana Butler Bass 


For details and reservations 
contact Susan Sheridan 


P: 416.946.8536 
E: knox.ewart@utoronto.ca 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


CALLAWAY 


Mom, Music 


Quiet reflections after 
the music died down. 


ILLUSTRATION BY JONNY MENDELSON/EASTWING 


and N 


ILLUSTRATION BY JONNY MENDELSSO 


Ramona and | have been going 

through some old record albums. 
Yes, records. You may remember them. 
A curious form of transmitting sound 
waves, but nonetheless very popular 
back when the earth was cooling 
and we were attending high school. 
Although we've since opted for 
compact discs, I still can’t bring myself 
to toss out these old albums. Recorded 
here is a part of my past. A part of the 
good old days. A part of me. 

Like today’s teen, we found music 
very important, ranking it slightly 
ahead of eating and some days even 
ahead of girls. Stephen Rendall and 


[: Nostalgia Night at our house. 


BY PHIL CALLAWAY 


I would purchase the latest contem- 
porary Christian albums, rush them 
home, tape them, then insert them 
in our car tape decks. How we prided 


Who cared about the 
| car? We would gladly 
| trade in all six cylinders 
| for 100-watt speakers 


ourselves on those tape decks. Who 
cared about the car? We would gladly 
trade in all six cylinders for 100-watt 
speakers. After all, no mere machinery 
could move you like music. 


[remember the day Stephen pulled 
up in his 1970 Montego. “Climb in,” 
he said, a grin connecting his ears. 
I climbed in. “Roll up your window.” I 
rolled it up. Then, as we pulled away, 
he calmly inserted a Larry Norman 
tape and set the volume on 10. 

Moments later our ears were 
pasted to the headrests with, “I was 
lost and blind then a Friend of mine 
came and took me by the hand. And 
He led me to His kingdom that was 
in another land. Now my life has 
changed it’s rearranged, when I think 
of my past I feel so strange. Wowie 
zowie well He saved my soul, He’s 
the rock that doesn’t roll.” > 
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The gifts you plan for today can leave a 
lasting legacy for future generations and help 
shape the kind of church your children and 
grandchildren will inherit: 


A bequest can help ensure that your 
congregation will have a vital youth 


ministry for generations to come, 


A gift of stock can provide bursaries for 
ministers who will serve the church of 


tomorrow, 


A gift annuity can offer life-changing 
mission experiences for future leaders 
of both church and nation, 


A life insurance policy can provide 
emergency relief for victims of disasters 


that haven’t even happened yet. 


The future is in your hands! 


For more information 
on how your gifts can help shape the future contact: 


The Planned Giving Office 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 
1-800-619-7301 
www.presbyterian.ca/plannedgiving 
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MSTEVE,” Dyelled: 

“WHAT?” 

“THAT’S GREAT! ABSOLUTELY 
GREAT!” 

He turned the volume way down to 
five. “You’re gonna be late for what?” 

“No, I said that’s GREAT. Turn the 
volume back up,” in defiance of the 


It was during these inte- 
resting days that I began 


playing music to another 


friend. My mother 


adults’ belief I would lose my hearing. 

It was during these interesting 
days that I began playing music to 
another friend. My mother. Yes, you 
read right. I would invite her into my 
room and attempt to cross her eyes 
with anything by Chuck Girard, Love 
Song, Phil Keaggy, The 2nd Chapter of 
Acts, even Petra. For some reason she 
always found time to pull up a chair 
and listen. I’m sure she didn’t always 
enjoy my choices (just how much can 
a 55-year-old glean from “Lend an ear 
to a love song. Ooh ooh a love song. 
Let it take you, let it start”?), but she 
always cared enough to listen. And 
she encouraged me when she heard 
something praiseworthy. 

Tonight, as I reminisce, I realize 
again how much greater is the influ- 
ence of one who cares. One who 
takes time. For it is the truth: she 
who shrieks the loudest is not always 
heard the best. You see, while many of 
my friends heard only, “Turn it down, 
turn it off, or throw it out!” I was priv- 
ileged to have a mother whose atti- 
tude was, “If he’s going to listen, I’d 
like to know what he’s listening to.” 

Sometimes I miss those days. The 
way Mom and | talked after the music 
died down. I think Mom does, too, 
although she probably doesn’t miss 
the music that much—at least not as 
much as I miss my hearing. @ 


Phil Callaway is the author of the novel 
Growing Up on the Edge of the World. 
Visit him online at www.philcallaway. 
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CALVIN 


Hel 
Unbelie 


John Calvin on the Sacraments. BY RICHARD TOPPING 


But as our faith is slight and feeble unless 
propped up on all sides and sustained in 
every means, it trembles, wavers, totters, 
and at last gives way. Here [in the Sacra- 
ments] our Lord ... condescends to lead us 
to Himself even by these earthly elements, 
and to set before us in the flesh a mirror of 
spiritual blessings.— Institutes 


n the Reformed tradition, in which 
the Word-become-flesh some- 
times becomes words again, John 
Calvin’s emphasis on our need to 
' “see” and “practise” the sacramental 
life of the church is delightful. His 
abiding interest is in the sacraments 
as God’s accommodation to human 


weakness for the sake of establishing 
and building up the church in faith. 
When discussing how Christ is 
present in the elements at the Eucha- 
rist, Calvin said, “I would rather expe- 
rience it than understand it.” No 
matter how we might try to specify 
and name the mystery of the opera- 
tions of the grace of God in the sacra- 
ments (and faith should seek under- 
standing but also feel its limits); it is in 
the actual practice of the Lord’s Supper 
and baptism that grace is powerful and 
effective in the life of God’s people. 
While Calvin does caution against 
receiving the sacrament when a person 
harbours hatred against another Chris- 


tian, he refutes the teaching that one 
must come to the Lord’s Table with 
perfect sanctity and personal worthi- 
ness. “If we allege as a pretext for not 
coming to the Supper that we are still 
weak in faith or integrity of life, it is 
as if a person were to excuse himself 
from taking medicine because he is 
sick” (Short Treatise on the Lord’s Supper). 
Here we have the basis for the frequent 
practice of the Lord’s Table, although 
Calvin stops short of prescribing any 
rule other than remembering the end 
(the increase of faith) for which our 
Lord intends it. 

If Calvin the pastor places great 
emphasis on seeing and on prac- > 
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CALVIN 


tising where it comes to the sacra- 
mental support and nurture of our 
faith, Calvin the theologian puts even 
greater emphasis on the Word and the 
Spirit where it comes to the power of 
the sacraments to achieve this end. 

He decries the mumbling formulas 
that accompanied the sacramental 
practice he encountered during his 
time. Such “magical incantation” 


promise attached to the sign made by 
the minister in a clear voice. 

On the matter of taking the Lord’s 
Supper to infirm people, Calvin 
doesn’t fuss about reserved or conse- 
crated elements. He maintains that the 
Word makes effective the sacrament. 
The minister ought to announce the 
Gospel, proclaim the Word, and then 
celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s 


A puzzle of sorts appears in Calvin's treatment 
of the sacraments. He maintains two things 

at once: sacraments must be received in faith 
and sacraments are received for faith 


does not consecrate the elements. The 
preached Word should always accom- 
pany and, logically, come before the 
celebrated sacraments to help us 
understand the sacramental signs. If 
the sacraments paint a graphic picture 
of washing and redemption in Christ, 
then the Word preached prior to the 
celebration gives the corrective lens 
through which such things can be 
seen. The sacraments require teaching 
in order to be made comprehensible 
and to be believed. The Word, says 
Calvin, must explain the sign. 

Calvin turns to Augustine, his 
favourite theologian of the sacra- 
ments, on the matter of consecration: 
“Let the Word be added to the element 
and it will become a sacrament” (Insti- 
tutes). For Calvin, when and where 
the sacrament is celebrated, it should 
always be accompanied by preaching 
and the declaration of the sacramental 


Table—for it is the Word proclaimed 
that makes the sacrament intelligible, 
effective and consecrates the people 
who receive it (Institutes). While God 
makes use of the elements in the lives 
of recipients, neither the minister’s 
actions nor the elements themselves 
contain the “matter” (power or effi- 
cacy) of the sacrament. Christ is always 
the matter of both preaching and the 
sacraments, and he is always distin- 
guished from the sign. 

A puzzle of sorts appears in Calvin’s 
treatment of the sacraments. He main- 
tains two things at once: sacraments 
must be received in faith and sacra- 
ments are received for faith. Apart from 
faith in the Word proclaimed, and the 
promise of grace attached to sacra- 
mental practice, no benefit is derived 
from them. Without faith, while the 
promise of grace is real and offered 
to the recipient, it is, says Calvin, like 


An ethical alternative for your 
place of worship, care home, 
school, or charity. 
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sun shining on blind eyes or a voice 
sounding to deaf ears. 

On the other hand, at the very 
heart of Calvin’s understanding of 
the sacraments is the fragility of faith: 
faith is slight and feeble, and so we 
need the help of the sacraments. It’s 
as though God offers help for faith in 
the sacraments that we are not able to 
receive because of our lack of it. Calvin 
also says that we don’t generate faith 
in ourselves. Hearts open to hearing 
the Gospel and seeing and receiving 
the promise of grace in the sacraments 
is not a natural human capacity. The 
sacraments must be received in faith 
but we don’t have faith. Thus the sacra- 
ments are help to those who aren't 
able to receive the help offered. It’s 
like offering a poor person a one-ton 
chunk of gold to carry home. She 
needs the help but can’t manage the 
help offered. 

The answer to this conundrum 
is the person and work of the Holy 
Spirit. The Spirit provides the lighting 
in the room so that the corrective 
lens of Scripture can help us rightly 
see what is offered to us in the sacra- 
ments. Put in other terms: the Spirit 
charges up Word and Sacraments with 
meaning and effect for the people of 
God. Faith is conceived, nourished, 
and sustained by the inward illu- 
mination of the Spirit. The seed of 
the Word is made to flourish by the 
Spirit so that the sacraments allure us 
toward Christ and his benefits truly 
offered are received. 

“But the sacraments properly fulfill 
their office only when the Spirit, that 
inward teacher, comes to them, by 
whose power alone hearts are pene- 
trated and affections moved and our 
souls opened for the sacraments to 
enter in” (Institutes). 

Come Holy Spirit! = 


Rev. Dr. Richard Topping is senior minister 
at the Church of St. Andrew and St. Paul, 
Montreal. His latest book is Revelation, 
Scripture and Church: Theological 
Hermeneutic Thought of James Barr, 
Paul Ricoueur and Hans Frei, available 
at Ashgate.com. 
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For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but 
then we shall see face to face. — 1 Corin- 
thians 13:12 


he doctrine of the Trinity is, of 
course, notoriously difficult. 

But it’s also central to Chris- 

tian faith. One theologian puts it this 
way: “Those who deny the Trinity may 
lose their souls, but those who try to 

_ explain it may lose their minds.” 

According to the late Scottish 
Reformed theologian T.F. Torrance, the 
doctrine of the Trinity “is the inner- 


God.2 


most heart of the Christian faith, the 
central dogma of classical theology, 
the fundamental grammar of our 
knowledge of God.” 

The church has tried to explain the 
Trinity by using all kinds of natural 
analogies: a tree with roots, trunk, and 
branches; the sun with its light, heat, 
and rays; water which may be liquid, 
ice, or gas; an equilateral triangle with 
three equal angles and sides; or even 
an egg with a shell, yoke, and egg- 
white. In the end, however, the Trinity 
defies rational explanation. The tri- 


THEOLOGY 101 


— Facebooking 


Making Sense of the Trinity. BY JOHN viSsERS 


unity of God belongs to the mystery of 
faith. That being said, analogies, meta- 
phors, and symbols do indeed help us 
imagine what it means to believe that 
God is one essence in three persons; 
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THEOLOGY 101 


to confess faith in God as Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

Facebook is a social networking 
website that is about five years old. Its 
motto is inviting: “Facebook helps you 
connect and share with the people in 
your life.” 

According to Wikipedia, the web- 
site currently has more than 120 mil- 
lion active users worldwide. Users join 
networks that allow them to connect 
and interact with friends in a con- 
stant, ongoing conversation. The 
Facebook phenomenon reminds us 
just how important friendship, net- 
working, community, and conversa- 
tion are today. Relationships matter. 
Recent thinking about the doctrine of 
the Trinity has emphasized this reality 
and helped us think about God in rela- 
tional, personal, and dynamic terms. 

We used to emphasize, as the West- 
minster Catechism puts it, that the 
one God is “a Spirit, 
infinite, eternal, and 
unchangeable ... in 
being.” That may be 
good as far as it goes. 
But then we’d try to 
reconcile the idea 
that there are three 
persons in the Godhead with this 
emphasis on the majesty of the one 
God, and the math just didn’t add up. 

With help from theologians of the 
Eastern Christian tradition, we’ve now 
begun to think about the three-ness 
of God first. Why? Well, as Torrance 
puts it, the doctrine of the Trinity 
gives expression to the fact that God 
has been revealed to us in Jesus Christ. 
In the incarnation God has opened up 
the divine life to us in such a way that 
we may know God in the inner rela- 
tions of God’s being as Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. 

This means that God doesn’t just 
appear to us as Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. These are not three masks which 
the one God wears. No, God is in God’s 
very being this eternal, relational, triune 
reality, the limitations of the male- 
centered language notwithstanding. 
The message of the Bible is that we, as 
human beings, may share and partici- 


Gh 
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pate—have communion, with this God, 
in union with Christ by the Holy Spirit. 

In other words, the triune life of God 
is one of eternal relating, connecting, 
communicating, sharing, knowing, 
loving, and “friending.” When you’re on 
Facebook you are connected to all your 
friends and their friends and so forth 


Pneeee 
sit 


The church has tried to explain the Trinity 

by using all kinds of natural analogies: a tree 
with roots, trunk, and branches; In the end, 
however, the Trinity defies rational explanation 


simultaneously. So it is with God. The 
Father facebooks with the Son, and the 
Son with the Spirit, and the Father and 
the Son with the Spirit, and the Spirit 
with the Son—well, you get the point. 
The triune life of God is one of eternal 
friendship, a divine dance which earlier 
theologians called “perichoresis.” 

According to Jonathan Edwards, 
that’s precisely how creation came 
to be. God’s life is so full of love, joy, 
knowledge, and friendship that it over- 
flows to create an “other” to whom God 
relates. God is the maker of heaven 
and earth, and all creation is part of 
God’s Facebook. Rather than limiting 
the divine conversation to God alone, 
God opens wide the network of rela- 
tions to include us. 

To push the analogy further, 
human beings in their infinite wisdom 
decided to limit their conversation to 
themselves, to create a community 
which excluded the triune God, to 


delete God as friend. But the triune 
God is not undone. As the creator and 
sustainer, God shows up as friend on 
the human Facebook anyway in the 
person of Jesus, reconnecting us to the 
divine triune conversation. The Holy 
Spirit creates the faith by which we are 
signed back into this wonderfully wide 
and rich network of relations, with 
God, and with one another. 

Before we get carried away, let’s 
remember that like all good analogies 
for God, natural or social or virtual, this 
one is, to be sure, limited. It doesn’t 
work if carried to the “nth” degree. The 
three young adult facebookers in my 
house have already pointed that out. 

That being said, I dare to suggest 
that it is an apt analogy. It works in that 
it helps us make sense of the triune God 
revealed to us in Jesus Christ as attested 
by the Holy Spirit in Holy Scripture. It 
works in that it tells the story of the 
triune God of the 
gospel faithfully 
and helpfully. And 
it works because it 
reminds us, like all 
good analogies do, 
that when it comes 
to’) God iwemmsce 
through a mirror of faith, dimly, while 
holding out the promise that one day 
we Shall see “face to face.” 

When all is said and done, of 
course, the triune God of the Bible is 
not an analogy to be explored, a theory 
to be proved, an idea to be explained, 
a feeling to be experienced, or a cause 
to be joined. The triune God of Holy 
Scripture just is, before we are, the one 
to whom we come, through whom 
we come, and by whom we come, in 
praise and worship. The Facebooking 
God makes it possible for us to share 
and connect in our lives with our 
friends, including the triune God of 
grace, “whom to know is life eternal, 
whom to serve is joy and peace.” m 


John Vissers is the Principal of The Pres- 
byterian College, Montreal. He does not 
have a Facebook page, but he does own 
a BlackBerry. His latest book is The Neo- 
Orthodox Theology of W. W. Bryden. 
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FROM THE 


MODERATOR 


Do You Really 
Want Peace? 


Then uphold the Cross, not pride. 


BY REV. CHEOL SOON PARK 


s soon as we finished our Chri- 

stmas celebration, we were, 

once again, bombarded with 
the news of wars—towns ruined, 
innocent civilians killed and children 
injured. Although peace has been on 
our most wanted list since the begin- 
ning of humanity, it seems almost 
impossible to have it come true in our 
own generation. War once again steps 
into our reality with such force that it 
mocks us and totally defies our efforts 
for peace. It is so frustrating to witness 
tragedy sweeping the region with such 
horrifying brutality and insensitivity 
that it angers us. 

Full scale war broke out between 
Israel and Hamas in the Gaza strip of Pale- 
stine right after Christmas Day. Several 
thousand rockets were fired by Hamas 
into Israeli territory before full scale war 
started. People within the rocket range 
lived in such constant fear and agony 
that running for safety became a routine. 
Israel proclaimed “the right to defend 
the state of Israel and its people” as they 
started military action, and Palestinian 
Hamas claimed “the right to reside in 
their own land” as they continued to fire 
rockets over the border. 

It is a ‘Chicken and Egg’ argu- 
ment. Which one was first? Each side 
argues that the other party caused the 
problem. They blame each other as 
the reason for war, hatred and anger 
planted in people’s hearts over the 
generations. They have used every 
resource available to force the other 
to give up their claims. At times mili- 
tary actions have left many victims 
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on the path. At other times suicide 
bombs were deployed leaving perma- 
nent and irrevocable damages on the 
human conscience and its dignity. So 
whose fault is it? The situation is so 
complicated that even King Solomon 
wouldn’t be able to announce a clear 
verdict. But one thing is clear: War will 
not solve the problem. It only worsens 
the situation. Each missile dropped, 
each rocket ignited, each bullet fired 
will be imbedded in people’s hearts. 
There are seeds of hatred and animo- 
sity planted in future generations. 
They may silence people on either side 
now, but only temporarily. It brews a 
bigger problem under the surface. 

Canadian Christians demand an 
immediate ceasefire and that both 
sides come to the negotiation table. 
Stop shooting, and start talking. Only 
talking and listening will bring the 
solution to the situation. Listen to 
each other with patience. Try to be 
in each other’s shoes and understand 
their frustrations. 

The word ‘peace’ literally means 
when everything stays where it is 
supposed to be. So there is perfect 
harmony and balance. In Korean 
(and also in Chinese) peace is ‘WS’ 
(pyung-hwa). Tt means the state when 
everything/everyone is harmoniously 
balanced. So as we pursue peace, we 
pursue fairness and justice. We believe 
that peace is made when justice is 
served. We argue that peace is not 
possible until everyone is properly 
compensated. So we chant, “Tooth for 
a tooth, eye for an eye.” 


Yet peace in the beginning was far 
from what we believe it should be now. 
Peace that God made with us through 
Jesus Christ was totally unfair and 
terribly unbalanced. Peace was made, 
not because God got even with us, 
but because he gave his only son Jesus 
Christ. Peace was made, not when we 
were balanced with God, but when 
Jesus Christ who was equal to God 
lowered himself and became one of us. 
Yes, indeed peace was made when our 
Lord Jesus sacrificed himself for us all, 
when he gave everything he had for us. 
Peace will be made today if we sacrifice, 
and put ourselves before others. 

Why is peace so hard to hold? 
Peace will never be made as long as 
we pursue perfect balance with others. 
Peace is made where the cross is upheld 
instead of our pride and honor. Peace is 
once again our prayer topic this year. 

Lord, use us as the instruments of 
peace! @ 


Pg EF a as. 


Rev. Cheol Soon Park 
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GLOUCESTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OTTAWA, ONTARIO 


Our congregation is searching for an 
Outgoing Full Time Minister 


See our Web Page: www.magma.ca/~gpchurch 


Contact: Rev Dr A. Auret 
Phone: 613-692-4228 
Email: adrian.auret@rogers.com 


Coquitlam Presbyterian Church 
A growing congregation of 450 
in Coquitlam, British Columbia is seeking a 
Preacher, Pastor, Teacher and Servant Leader 
beginning August 1, 2009 


Is God leading you to be our new Lead Pastor? 


For full information, please view our profile at: 
www.hiscpc.com 


Direct all inquiries to: 
Rev. Dr. Hans Kouwenberg, Interim Moderator 
(604) 859-6902 
drhans@telus.net 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, REGINA 


is seeking a Minister of Word and Sacrament 


We are a downtown church situated in a culturally vibrant area of Regina, a 
thriving city of 200,000 and a great community for families. We have membership 
of 240, with good potential for congregational growth. Our large, beautiful 
sanctuary and Christian Education wing serve many purposes, both internal 
and community. We earnestly seek a minister who can lead us in meaningful 


worship, provide pastoral care, guide us in our outreach at local and global 
levels, and in our urgent need to engage 
younger generations. 


Please contact our Interim Moderators: 
Rev. Ina Golaiy - golaiy@sasktel.net 
Rev. Devon Pattemore - knoxpresb@sasktel.net 
c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
2170 Albert St., Regina, SK. S4P 2T9 
306-522-9571 
Website: http://www.firstpresregina.ca 
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Knox 
Church 
Listowel 


Ontario 


The Future Beckons 
The Community Hungers 
The Congregation Prays 


Do you feel called to lead 
this congregation into the 
light of God's future? 


Rev. James K. Stewart 
Interim Moderator 
jamesk@cyg.nt 519-595-8953 __ 


Elmwood Avenue Presbyterian Church 
London Ontario 


DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 


Elmwood Avenue is seeking an 
accomplished music director who is able 
to complement and extend our strong 
musical tradition by broadening the 
variety of our musical genres in order to 
appeal to a multi-generational 
congregation. This person must have 
well-developed skills as an organist, 
choir director, pianist, and accompanist. 


For more information please visit: 
www.elmwoodchurch.ca 


Application deadline is February 28, 2009 


Call today 
to place your 


Employment 
ad nee 


To place an ad call Carol McCormick 
at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: 
cmccormick@canadads.com 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Lower Sackville, N.S., First Sackville and St. 
John’s, Windsor, N.S.; Interim Moderator 
Rev. P. A. (Sandy) McDonald, 4 Pinehill Rd., 
Dartmouth, NS B3A 2E6; 902-469-4480; 
pamcdonald@ns.sympatico.ca. 

Miramichi, N.B., Ferguson Grace & St. James 
pastoral charge; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Derek Krunys, 206 Wellington St., 
Miramichi, NB E1N 1M7; 506-773-5130; 
dkrunys@hotmail.com. 

Pictou, N.S., St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jeanette Fleischer, PO Box 142, River 
John, NS BOK 1NO; 902-351-2219 (s) or 902- 
351-2473 (h); jen.fleisch@ns.sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND EASTERN ONTARIO 

Gloucester (Ottawa), Ont., Gloucester; Full-time 
minister; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. Adrian 
Auret, PO Box 609, Manotick,ON K4M 1A6; 
613-692-4228; adrian.auret@rogers.com. 

Quebec City, Que., St. Andrew’s; Full-time mini- 
ster effective April 2009; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Giancarlo Fantechi, 106-97 Oxford Cres., 
Sherbrooke, QC J1M 2G3; 819-566-5962; 
gfantechi@sympatico.ca. 

Stittsville, Ont., St. Andrew’s; Full-time single- 
point charge; Interim Moderator Rev. Ruth 
Houtby, 174 First Ave., Ottawa, ON K1S 2G4; 
613-235-0910; rhoutby@rogers.com. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 

ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Barrie, Ont.; Essa Road; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Heather Malnick, c/o Living Faith Com- 
munity Presbyterian Church, 206 Murphy 
Rd., Baxter, ON LOM 1B1; 705-424-0779; 
livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Bermuda, St. Andrew’s; Full-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Bryn MacPhail, 
c/o St. Giles Kingsway Presbyterian Church, 
15 Lambeth Rd., Toronto, ON M9A 2Y6; 
416-233-8591; bryn31@rogers.com. 

Cambridge, Ont.; St. Andrew's Galt; Minister 
of Word and Sacrament, Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Bill Bynum, c/o St. Andrew's 
Galt Presbyterian Church, 130 Victoria Ave., 
Cambridge,ON N1S 1Y2; 
knoxpreston@golden.net. 

Coldwater, Ont.; St. Andrew's; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Karen Horst, 200 Maple St., Collingwood, 


ON L9Y 2R2;karenh@georgian.net. 

East Oro, Ont., Esson, Jarratt, Ont., Willis, Orillia, 
Ont., Uptergrove Churches; Full-time minister 
for three charges in Presbytery of Barrie; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Tim Raeburn-Gibson, 
c/o First Presbyterian Church, 200 Maple St., 
Collingwood, ON L9Y 2R2; 705-445-4651; 
trg@georgian.net. 

Englehart, St. Paul’s; Tomstown, Ont., Tomstown; 
St. Paul's and Tomstown Pastoral Charge, 
approximately 10 km. from Tomstown; 
Full-time minister; Search Committee Chair 
Randy Ford, PO Box 737, Englehart, ON 
POJ 1HO; treeline@ntl.sympatico.ca. 

Grand Valley, Ont.; shared ministry of Knox 
Presbyterian and Trinity United; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Harvey Self, PO Box 276, 
Orangeville, ON LOW 2Z7;519-941-1334; 
tweedsmuirpresbyterian@bellnet.ca. 

Guelph, Ont., Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. An- 
gus Sutherland, 75 Grand Ave. N., Cambridge, 
ON N1S 2L1;ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com. 

New Liskeard, Ont., St. Andrew's; Full-time mi- 
nister, single-point harge; Search Committee, 
PO Box 908, New Liskeard, ON POJ 1P0; 705- 
647-8401; standrewsnl@parolink.net. 

North Bay, Ont., Calvin; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Les Drayer, 124 Carlo Cres., North Bay, ON 
P1B 8B1; 705-495-4660; lesdrayer@cogeco.ca; 
www.calvinpresbyterianchurch.ca. 

Oro, Ont., Trinity Community; Interim Modera- 
tor Rev. Keith Boyer, 294 St. Vincent St., Barrie, 
ON L4M 4A1;keb-cvb@sympatico.ca. 

Peterborough, Ont., St. Stephen’s; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald, c/o 
Knox College, 59 St. George St., Toronto, ON 
Mé6S 2E6;s.macdonald@utoronto.ca. 

Schomberg, Ont., Emmanuel; Half-time mini- 
ster; Interim Moderator Rev. Jeremy Lowther; 
905-857-2419; jlowther1845@rogers.com. 

Toronto, Ont., Beaches; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Alex Bisset, 662 Pape Ave., Toronto, ON M4K 
385; 416-850-7531; wabisset@rogers.com. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 
Binbrook, Knox and Carluke, St. Paul's; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Garfield G. Havemann, 

c/o Chedoke Presbyterian Church, 865 
Mohawk Rd. W., Hamilton, ON L9C 7B9; 
ghavemann@chedokechurch.ca. 
Brantford, Knox and Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Plea- 
sant; Interim Moderator Rev. Donald Young, 
11 White Oaks Ave., Brantford, ON N3R 
5N8;greenbrier@rogers.com. 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
Notices are $40 for one-time; $25 for four 
insertions or more. Deadline to have your notice 
added is six weeks prior to month; so, for April 
2009 the deadline will be February 15,2009. 


Dromore, Amos; Holstein, Knox; Normanby, 
Knox; three-point charge; Interim Moderator 
Jeremy Sanderson, PO Box 1632, Walkerton, 
ON NOG 2V0; 519-881-4222; 
knoxchurch@brucetelecom.com. 

Duart, Duart; Part-time; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Andrew Song, 551 Victoria Ave., 

PO Box 761; 519-683-2442; 
andrewapack@gmail.com. 

Fort Erie, St. Andrew’s-Knox; Search Committee 
Chair David Randall, 495 Niagara Blvd., Fort 
Erie, ON L2A 3H2; 1-888-665-6681; 
drandall@cogeco.ca. 

Kilmartin, Burns; Interim Moderator Rev. Kathy 
Fraser, c/o North Caradoc-St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, 8503 Scotchmere Dr., 
Strathroy,ON N7G 3H3; 519-245-8769; 
kfraser001@sympatico.ca. 

Hamilton, St. Paul's; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Tom Billard, 1901 8th Concession West, 

RR 1,Cambridge, ON N1R 582; 
519-621-3023; tcbillard@rogers.com. 

Listowel, Knox; Senior Minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. James K. Stewart, PO Box 
655, Milverton, ON NOK 1M0; 519-595-8953; 
jJamesk@cyg.net. 

Mitchell, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Glenn 
Kukkola, PO Box 129, Shakespeare,ON NOB 
2P0; 519-625-8317; Church1@cyg.net. 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, St. Andrew’s; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Martin Wehrmann, c/o 515 
Scott St., St. Catharines, ON L2M 3X3; 905- 
646-0616; maw49@hotmail.com; 
www.standrewsniagara.com/26122.hml. 

Port Dover, Knox and Hagersville, St. Andrew’s 
(two-point charge); Interim Moderator 
Rev. Kathy Morden, Knox Presbyterian 
Church, 2058 Main St.N., Jarvis, ON NOA 1J0; 
519-587-2565; knoxchal@bellnet.ca. 

Tiverton, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Susan 
Samuel, 345 Durham St., Kincardine, ON N2Z 
1Y6; 519-396-2311; ssamuel@bmts.com. 

Wallaceburg, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Mike 
Maroney, c/o First Presbyterian Church, 

60 Fifth St., Chatham, ON N7M 4V7; 
519-352-2313; maroney@firstchatham.org. 
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VACANCIES 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Flin Flon, Man., St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3K 0L1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mts.net. 

Portage la Prairie, Man., First; Interim Moderator 
Rev. David Wilson, 22 Linden Blvd., Brandon, 
MB R7B 1B9; dwilsguy@mts.net. 

Thunder Bay, Ont., First; Interim Moderator 
Bert Vancook, 207 S. Brodie St., Thunder Bay, 
ON P7E 1C1; presby1@tbaytel.net. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE NORTHWEST 

Calgary, Alta., Centennial; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Helen Smith, 6 Vista Terrace NW, 
Calgary, AB T3G 5G5; 403-592-1661; 
hsmith1106@gmail.com. 

Sherwood Park, Alta., Sherwood Park; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Heinrich Grosskopf, 
c/o Dayspring Presbyterian Church, 11445 
40 Ave. NW, Edmonton, AB T6J OR4; 
780-293-0618; dpcrev@telus.net. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Slocan Valley, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 


Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 
Vancouver, Vancouver Taiwanese; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Roberta Clare, 101-6230 
Thunderbird Blvd., Vancouver, BC V6T 124; 
604-822-1680; clare@standrews.edu. 
Victoria, St. Andrew's; Full-time assistant 
minister, three-year call; Convener Search 
Committee Colina Titus, c/o St. Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church, 680 Courtenay St., 
Victoria, BC V8W 1C1; 250-384-5734; 
colina.titus@gmail.com. 


Obituaries 


BROWN, Clare C., January 20, 2008, 
Tilbury, Ont., left to meet the Lord. 
Clare was a teacher at Tilbury District 
High School for 30 years, serving in the 
science department and as a guidance 
counsellor. He was an active environ- 
mentalist early in his life, honouring his 
love for nature back to students and the 
community. His leadership extended 


graduate, 


online, 


distance learning 


University of St Andrews, Scotland 
The School of Divinity 
‘The Bible and the Contemporary World’ 


www.st-andrews.ac.uk/divinity/admissions/pg/distance 


The University of St Andrews is a charity registered in Scotland: No. $C013532 


— ow WOOD LAKE PUBLISHING 


Nee «(Resources for your leadership needs __ 
Curriculum * Worship & Preaching * Adult Study 


www.woodlakebooks.com 
( 1.800.663.2775 


Experiencing an 
Ecological Christianity 


A 9 week Adult Study featuring the work of Bruce Sanguin 


Everything you need to lead this course on DVD now available » Use for Lent studies ¢ $125.00 
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into the community where he served 
for more than 36 years as a councillor, 
reeve, and mayor of the town. 

Clare leaves behind his wife Connie; 
four sons Gordon, Clinton, Gavin and 
Lyndon and four daughters-in-law; and 
eight grandchildren. 

His joyful life caused him to serve God 
through Valetta Presbyterian Church for 
50 years as a Sunday school teacher, elder, 
and finance chairman. His life was an 
example of expressing God’s love through 
service and love of nature and people. 


CARMICHAEL, Elma, aged 77. A faithful 
elder, choir member, craft group co-ordi- 
nator, pianist, and charter member of 
St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, Malton, 
Ont., passed away on May 9, 2008. 


CURRIE, Lois, aged 77, long-time member 
and elder of First Presbyterian Church, 
Chatham, Ont. She was much involved 
in the Ladies’ Aid of the church and 
would always be there baking or helping 
in the kitchen. In addition, she will- 
ingly offered her services in every area 
of church life. 


DASS, Rev. Basil, born in Punjab, India, 
on July 19, 1931, died on December 29, 
2007. His early education was in a Pres- 
byterian Church in Canada school, and 
he later received the prized Gold Metal 
in history from Punjab University. He 
became an ordained minister of the PCC 
in 1969 after receiving a Masters degree 
in Theology. The congregation of Clairlea 
Park, Scarborough, Ont., remember with 
gratitude his caring ministry and _ his 
excellent sermons. He was the beloved 
husband of Jasmine; cherished father of 
Nelson, Noreen and Nirmal; and is fondly 
remembered by his grandchildren. @ 


ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE! 
To place an ad call Carol McCormick 
at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 or 

email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


A study guide for Theology 101: The Facebooking God 
(February) and Speaking of God Vanuary). 


A great story of 100 years of mission work at St. Andrew's, 
Victoria (People and Places, January) and a portfolio of great 


photographs by lay missionary Brian Johnston (People and Places, 


February). And also Richard Topping’s complete version of 
his essay on John Calvin and Sacraments 


Look for more hidden gems each month on our website. 


And coming soon, a new interactive website to continue 
the Presbyterian conversation. 
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KIDS PAGE 


CREATED BY JENNIFER O’FARRELL 


CELEBRATING DIACONAL MINISTRY 


To learn about diaconal ministry, solve the following puzzle. When you are finished, 
increase your understanding by sorting the answers into the categories listed at the side. 


ACROSS 

1. adult girls 

2. the whole earth 

3, experiencing outdoor activities, crafts, etc. 

5. taking God's message to hospitals and homes 


8. loving and looking after others a 


11. give testimony to what you believe 

13. a follower of Jesus 7 WHO? 
15. a project of service where there is need oe | 0% 

18. in the present time 

20. a job to which you feel called 3 + 

24. tasks and duties to be done Lo | WHAT? 
25. a place where many people live | : 


26. bef d ¢ 
Pa ei ra iales God att 
= An 


29. comforting and giving medical help 
30. the main centre of a city or town 
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DOWN 14. after tod 

1. offering hospitality 16. Feeaina ai learming WHY"? 

4. adult boys 17. away from home, across the ocean 

6. helping others to learn 19. making decisions and showing the way 

7. acommunity of faith 21. our home and native land 

9. the good news 22. belief 

10. our Saviour 23. a church helper who puts others first, in Christ's name 

12. service to God's children 28, in the country, not in town 


irs must alse have 


{truth of the faith with aclearconscien 


s who doe their work will win for themselves a qood standing and are able to 


(boldiy abouttheirfaith in Christ 


8-9 and 13, Good News Transifation) 
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For the Journey, continued from page 50 


We could see from her tracks through 
the snow and ice that she had come 
onto our property from the island a 
kilometre or so across the lake. The 
high-protein Saskatoon berry browse 
on our property had attracted her. 
And that was what she was doing, just 
browsing around the Saskatoon. 

But it was the way she browsed that 
surprised me most. It was an inten- 
tional, methodical, gentle, twig by 
twig massage. We watched as the large 
soft gentle nose of the moose, like 
the warm soft felt of a horse’s muzzle, 
sought out a long Saskatoon twig. 
She carefully wrapped her soft mouth 
around the twig and then slowly 
slid her mouth tenderly up the twig, 
bending it very gently, all the way to 
the very tip. There she clipped off just 
the bud. She worked one twig at a time, 
slowly, pausing between each bud to 
chew thoughtfully as she gazed out on 
the frozen lake. The whole process was 
filled with serenity. And the tranquility 
of the moment was enhanced, when 
after she had pruned her fill from the 
Saskatoons, the old moose located a 
bed of soft snow protected by some 
aspens. There she bedded down to 
ruminate and rest, the steam from her 
warm breath and large body wafting 
softly all around her. 

After an hour or so in her bed, a 
dog barked down the road from us. 
It was enough to steal the peace she 
required. The old cow moose stood, 
and with one last thoughtful survey of 
our deck just a few metres away, she 
hastily trotted off towards the island 
across the lake. All that was left were 
her tracks in the snow and a trail of 
moose-malties spread down the middle 
of our yard to the lakeshore. 

The morning moose show was over 
so I got dressed, kissed Linda and Bud 
goodbye, and wandered out the door 
to my pickup. “What a wonderful 
surprise,” I said under my breath. 


I kept coming back to the 


wonderful surprise of that old cow 


moose for the rest of the day. First 
of all it was the moose herself that 
bought me back. And then it was the 


phenomenon of surprise itself. 

It began to strike me how much of 
the life of Jesus and the spiritual way of 
following Jesus has surprise nestled in 
it. Mary conceived and birthed Jesus, 
and it would be an understatement 
to say that she was surprised, not to 
mention Joseph and both of their fami- 
lies. What everyone said about Jesus as 
a child was a surprise. His first miracle 
of turning water into wine certainly 
turned a few heads, as did every 
miracle he did after that. What he said 
was always surprising, especially the 
way his parables turned out. What he 
taught and what he expected of his 
disciples certainly surprised them. The 
twist their lives took and where they 
ended up later in life as they followed 
Jesus was a surprise. The resurrection 
of Jesus was surprise par excellence, 
followed closely with his ascension. 
Surprise seems to cloak every aspect of 
the life of Christ and the life of disciple- 
ship as it is portrayed in the Bible. 

And if my life as a follower of 
Jesus is anything like yours, surprise 
is certainly persistent and consistent 
throughout. Many have postulated 
that prayer is what punctuates the 
life of following Christ and Christian 
spirituality. Prayer is certainly central 
to the Christian life, but really I think 
it is surprise and the willingness to be 
surprised that punctuates the Chris- 
tian life. In fact, it seems to me that 
prayer is predicated upon surprise. 

What a difference it would make if 
I would embrace surprise as core to my 
faith, discipleship, and spiritual prac- 
tice. And no, it is not an oxymoron 
to expect to be surprised; it’s a whole 
way of life. Consider, if you will, going 
to church on Sunday expecting to 
be surprised rather than demanding 
routine. Consider prayers that expect 
surprise rather than demand answers 
in accordance with prescriptions. 
Consider reading Scripture expecting 
to be surprised rather than pondering 
proof texts. Consider Christian fellow- 
ship that expects to be surprised by 
Jesus actually showing up in the midst 
of a couple of guys walking down the 
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Emmaus road, rather than one that is 
so overwhelmed by the current crisis 
that Jesus is not recognized till he’s 
gone. Surprise is pregnant with possi- 
bility for the Christian who is willing 
to embrace it as core to his or her belief 
and practice. 

But there is a problem. The will- 
ingness to be surprised means giving 
up the self-serving privilege of being 
disappointed. If I am honest, this does 
not sit well with me. I am a product of 
my culture and it seems to me that the 
21st-century Western world demands 
predictability. Surprise is almost consid- 
ered an anathema. I have done all that 
I can to expunge life from even the 
slightest whiff of a surprise. I schedule 
everything on my BlackBerry, and get 
really cranky when someone plucks my 
BlackBerry. God help the nimrod who 
doesn’t phone first before visiting. Take 
a chance? No way, I want guarantees 
and warranties on every little thing. 
Even the Christmas tree has become a 
victim, adorned with presents I have 
picked out for myself. And if there 
is a hint of a surprise in the offing, 
even around something as trivial as a 
birthday party, I will stoop to the level 
of Hemlock Sherlock to put the surprise 
to death. In almost every realm of 
Western life and culture, surprise seems 
to be considered the enemy. It would 
never do if life didn’t live up to our 
predictions and expectations. 

We demand knowing rather than 
surprise and mystery. Perhaps this is all 
part of the age-old temptation to replace 
God, to become gods ourselves as in the 
Garden of Eden and at the Tower of 
Babel (Genesis 2 and 11). But it always 
has been, and always will be, God’s 
business to know and our business to be 
continually, if not willingly, surprised. 
I think this is at the very core of being 
still and knowing God (Psalm 46:10). 
The thing is, for we who hang our hat 
in the Western world, it requires a major 
attitude shift, a real conversion. m 


Rev. David Webber is a contributing editor 
to the Record and author of several books 
available through the Book Room. 
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Swamp Donkey Surprise 


i. 


It takes some effort to embrace something new and different. By DAVID WEBBER 


TIMVk} RPV RADDV 
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i r h my goodness!” 
exclaimed Chelsea. My 
eyelids slammed open 


with such speed and force that they 
momentarily shifted my eyebrows 
high enough up my balding pate to 
qualify them as hair implants. I looked 
across the bed at Linda, who was 
desperately trying to get her eyes open 
and free herself from Bud’s embrace 
so she could run into the living room 
to see what on earth was the matter. 
Both Linda and I were trying to speed- 
shift our minds through every possible 
emergency that could happen in and 
outside of our house. And then Chelsea 
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continued: “What’s a moose doing in 
our back yard?” 

Moments later the four of us were 
peering out of our picture window 
through the soft winter light of dawn 
at a large cow moose. Obviously heavy 
in calf, she was standing in the middle 
of a grove of Saskatoon berry bushes 
just a few metres from our deck. Bud 
uttered a low guttural Lab opinion 
concerning the propriety of the situ- 
ation. “Shut up, Bud,” I said. “You’ll 
spook that old swamp donkey and we 
are not through spying on her yet.” 

It was a surprise and a rare gift. 
Though I see countless moose in my 


frequent bush forays, and though 
moose are never far from our house 
on the edge of Lac la Hache, we had 
never had the privilege of watching 
one from such close quarters and 
for such an extended period of time. 
Eventually Chelsea had to continue 
to doll herself up for her trek through 
the snow to catch the school bus anda 
day of slogging it out in her last year of 
high school. She snuck away from the 
house using the side door so as to not 
spook the old cow. Linda, Bud, and I 
continued to spy on the moose from 
the warm comfort of our living room. 

continued on page 49 
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The Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre in Jerusalem is 
believed to house the tomb 
and burial slab where Jesus’ 
body was placed before 


his resurrection 


CALL TO WORSHIP 


photo by Brian Johnston 
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, 
“and I will make you fishers of men.” 


At once they left their nets and followed him. 
_ Matthew 4: 19-20 
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T’S ALL ABOUT 
RELATIONSHIPS 


Without trust there can be no meaningful exchange of ideas. BY DAVID HARRIS 


important things in life boil down to the underlying rela- 

tionships. 

Much of the current economic crisis, for example, can 
be framed in terms of relationships that have fallen apart. 
The credit-crunch crisis, in which banks are refusing to lend 
money to other banks, let alone businesses, is really a rela- 
tionship crisis: the banks don’t trust one another. 

More importantly, of course, our interpersonal lives are about 
relationships. You can have highly skilled work colleagues, but 
if they are impossible to work with, what use are their skills? 

Family is entirely about relationships: marriage, parents, 
children. These formal relationships are only as successful as 
their foundations of trust, which is forged when the relation- 
ship trumps satisfying the immediate individual need. 

The extent to which Thanksgiving or Christmas dinners 
are fun or stressful depends almost entirely on whether there 
is a real, personal relationship among the people who are for- 
mally related to one another. 

It’s all about relationships. 

I’ve just been reading The Shack, the New York Times best- 
seller about a man who encounters God after a tragedy in 
his life. 

It’s a tantalizing plot that, in dry theological terms, reveals 
how our personal relationship with God is possible because of 
the interpersonal relationship of the persons of the Trinity. 

The Trinity is not an arcane doctrine invented by theolo- 
gians. It is God revealing Godself as an eternal relationship. 
In fact, the primary definition of the Trinity is that of a per- 
fect unity of three divine persons sharing their giving, loving 
relationships. 

Relationships are also the focus of this month’s cover fea- 
ture. Canadian journalist Raheel Raza, a Muslim, describes 
the beautiful relationships that exist between the Abrahamic 
faiths of Judaism, Christianity and Islam as seen through the 
holy sites in the Middle East, especially Jerusalem. 

The irony of the Middle East situation is that Jerusalem, 
claimed by all three faiths as a holy city, means “vision of 
peace.” Raza’s story reveals the many peaceful relationships 
that can be found in the city, despite the violent regional 
politics that has Jerusalem at the centre. 

And therein lies the true hope for peace in the Middle 


[= all about relationships. Faith, family, work—all the 
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East and everywhere else in the world. Where neighbours 
care for each other and form friendships that transcend reli- 
gious and political differences, religious leaders and politi- 
cians will eventually get the message. 

Much of the work the church sponsors in the Middle East 
focuses precisely on this. Our partners there are organizations 
that advocate for peace and that work in a variety of ways on 
building relationships between Christians, Muslims and Jews. 

The British evangelical theologian Alister McGrath once 
wrote: “Christianity is not, and never has been, about finding 
the right combination of words! It is about encountering the 
living and loving God.” 

That quotation comes from a book titled Understanding 
Doctrine: Its Relevance and Purpose for Today. 

We might well have adopted that title for the Record’s own 
new series on theology by two of our eminent theologians 
Joe McLelland and JohnVissers that began in January. 

Dr. McLelland discusses different kinds of human know- 
ing, and he makes a reference to the 20th century philosopher 
Martin Buber’s “I-Thou” world which, as McLelland writes, 
“calls out of the depths of my being as I relate to other persons, 
and all the more to loved ones—and absolutely to God.” 

In order to build relationships, we have to be willing to 
encounter and engage the other—the other person, our new 
neighbour, and our new neighbour’s worldview. Until a rela- 
tionship of trust is established, there can be no meaningful 
growth and exchange of ideas. 

As a magazine, the Record is all about our relationship 
with you, our reader. Our goal each issue is really nothing 
more than to engage in a conversation with you about our 
faith and our church in our world. 

We hope you will be engaged by the stories in this issue, 
and we hope you will pick up your part of the conversa- 
tion. You can write a letter to the editor and, in the case 
of our theology series, you can also carry on the conversa- 
tion through our online study guides. Just visit our website 
www.presbyterianrecord.ca to join. 

It’s all about relationships. m 
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Letters 


letters@presbyterianrecord.ca 


Long Overdue 
Thank you for your January article on 
chaplains. It is long overdue. 

I was a chaplain for 25 years at the 
Calgary General Hospital. I valued my 
job and was accepted by the hospital 
staff as a member of the health care 
team, although as far as the church 
was concerned I often felt like I was in 
a vacuum. In fact I was not put on the 
roll of presbytery for almost two years 
and one superintendent of missions 
told me he was sorry that I had “left 
the ministry.” I was seldom asked by 
the Presbyterian Church to use any of 
the skills I learned in health care in any 
of their programs. 

It is beyond time that those people 
in careers other than pulpit ministry 
are recognized as having a valid role 
to play in the church and are able to 
make a contribution to the ongoing 
work of our church. 

I now volunteer my time in several 
areas of health care and I feel more 
comfortable there than I do in the 
church. 

REV. J. BROWN MILNE, CALGARY ALBERTA 


A Prayer Request 
Re. Letters, January 
It was with absolute delight, that I read 
Rev. Glenn MacDonald’s letter. Here we 
have a man of God (take your choice of 
scripture references). My God, I thank 
you for this light and joy of your spirit 
manifest in incarnate form. May I ask 
too, that I, my wife and family, be 
included in his prayers. Thank you for 
your assistance. 

REV. ROBERT FLINDALL, GRIMSBY, ONT. 


Calvin, Then and Now 
In our home in the Netherlands, during 


the Second World War, when I was not 
yet 10 years old, our living room was 
often filled with fiery debates about 
the Reformed church, about sermons, 
about Christian schools and about 
Article 31 of the Canons of Dordt. On 
the bookshelves were several very big, 
almost threatening, dark leather bound 
books with the name Calvin printed in 
gold on the spine, clearly for serious 
grown-ups only. I did not like those 
books and the name Calvin because 
they seemed to cause these animated 
discussions, with fighting words, about 
a split in the Church causing a division 
between my mother’s family, where 
we loved to go on holidays, and my 
father’s side. At that young age in that 
living room, I had heard about eternal 
damnation, isolation, excommunica- 
tion, predestination, wretchedness, 
and much more. The big leather books 
were often consulted. Outside that 
room was the war and German soldiers 
were a loud part of the streetscape. My 
dad had a hiding place in our house; 
he was active in the resistance. His 
youngest brother, my uncle of 19, 
was caught and executed. For light we 
often used lanterns and candles. Thick 
curtains were drawn very closed. These 
were dark, somber, dangerous days 
and I blamed the gold printed name of 
Calvin, reflected by flickering candle- 
light on dark brown leather spines for 
all of it. 

But Iam older now and in Canada: 
Jesus lived to save us from the grip 
of those who proclaim to know God. 
Jesus, the light, the enlightenment 
(logos) in the flesh, opens the eyes of 
our mind and heart to embrace God’s 
grace within us. We should celebrate 
in all humility that we are made »> 
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in God’s image, knowing that we 
are loved, free and capable of being 
responsible creatures making choices 
between good and bad with the help 
of the Holy Spirit. Willful ignorance of 
this precious gift is akin to denying the 
Holy Spirit. That is unforgivable. Jesus 
wants us to love others, and ourselves, 
and to love and worship God his father. 
However we worship Jesus and feel safe 
in the pew, comfortably and habitu- 
ally losing ourselves in the civilities 
of belonging, in rituals and in social 
intercourse. We allow ourselves to be 
wretched followers of institutional 
dictates instead of searching for nour- 
ishment to energize our personal faith 
in God. By example Jesus shows us 
how to take off our blinders, to stand 
up and be personally accountable to 
God. This is where faith matters and 
comes alive. Open dialogue will crush 
barricades and brings us in touch 
with the challenge and opportunities 
of being made in God’s image. Only 
then are we equipped to build the 
inclusive church that will truly be our 
Father’s house. 

JOHAN DIEMER, BRENTWOOD BAY, B.C. 


Something We Are 

It was exciting reading your special 
feature on church curriculum in 
January and hearing other voices 
sharing concerns that have been much 
on my heart and mind. As one who 
contributed to the Christian Faith 
and Life Curriculum, promoted its use 
and helped in workshops to assist in 
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its use I share Bill Klempa’s apprecia 
tion of its great value and contribu- 
tion in its day. But as James Russell 
Lowell said in his day, “New occasions 
teach new duties; Time makes anciciit 
good uncouth.They must upward still 
and onward.Who would keep abreast 
of truth.” 

The Truth of God does not change, 
but we and our context for living do. 
And as has often been stated “the 
Church is one generation away from 
extinction.” 

Dorothy Henderson, always right on, 
reminds us that curriculum is not just 
resources, it is the whole church. Parents 
know that however much we try to teach 
our children they are more influenced by 
how we ourselves are living. So it is with 
Mother church. Christian education 
is not primarily something we do. It is 
something we are. Our procedures giow 
out of that. 

It was because of such factors 
that when family and friends created 
the Albert and Evelyn Bailey Fund at 
Knox College last spring to honour 
our 50 years of ministry and 65 years 
of marriage, we asked that it be desig- 
nated for future directions in Chris- 
tian education. Hopefully this may 
encourage another such as James D. 
Smart to take hold of these issues and 
help lead us into the future. 

ALBERT BAILEY, SIMCOE, ONT. 


Keep It Simple 
I enjoyed reading January’s Surfing Into 
The 21st Century. St. Paul’s, Simcoe, 


Ont., has had a website since 2000— 
www.stpaulssimcoe.com. It was started 
and is maintained by our webmaster 
Judy-Ann Macaulay. In setting up a 
local church website it is not neces- 
sary to strike a large budget and seek 
requests for proposals. All you need is 
some enthusiastic volunteers who are 
willing to learn and pick the brains of 
those with the necessary experience. 
Judy-Ann’s recipe for success is to keep 
it simple. Without a lot of computer 
experience she started with little more 
than a website development course 
from a local college. She says that it 
is not necessary to have a lot of fancy 
graphics and other features found in 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


modern commercially designed sites. 
She finds that she can maintain the 
website with about one hour per week. 
From all the feedback received, it is 
clear that our website is an excellent 
and cost effective way for the congre- 
gation and other interested people 
to obtain information on what is 
happening in our local church. 
MICHAEL E. COBB, SIMCOE, ONT. 


From Institution 

to Community 

Good to see that the Record will be 
looking at the decline in mainline 
denominations. Since our denomina- 
tion has failed to communicate and 
connect with baby boomers, their chil- 
dren and grandchildren, a thorough 
examination of the issue is overdue. 

Every issue of the Record places 
emphasis on theology and doctrine 
and most sermons are built on the same 
framework. While the 21st century 
audience has much greater knowledge, 
the postmodern mind is aware of the 
extent of human ignorance. People are 
skeptical of encompassing intellectual 
constructs. 

Since the postmodern mind is not 
amenable to this avenue of approach, 
the gospel of Jesus gets hung on the 
scaffold of intellectual assent. The 
failure of this approach does not 
seem to have encouraged alterna- 
tive avenues of communication, but 
a reactionary move toward funda- 


mental evangelism. 

The big question is not whether 
churches as institutions can meet the 
needs of individuals. Churches have 
already been moved out of their role as 
one of the key institutions in Western 
society. The future of Christianity 
will be in communities that practice 
a different way of life. The big ques- 
tion is whether churches can change 
from being corporate institutions into 
communities. Every institution has 
its orthodoxy and institutional men 
that give its spiel. Communities need 
encouragers and examples of practice. 

ANDREW MITCHELL, NORTH SAANICH, B.C. 


Corrections: 

January People and Places switched the 
identity of two ministers celebrating 
Knox, Calgary’s 125th anniversary. 
They are the current minister, Rev. 
Murdo Maple and his predecessor, Rev. 
Allen Aicken. 

Marilyn Clarke’s name _ was 
misspelled on her photograph in the 
story on nominees for moderator in 
February. The Record regrets the error. 

Our apologies to Warren Whit- 
taker, whose name was misspelled in 
the byline of his wonderful story in 
February. 


On Our Website: 

A personal and spiritual reflection on 
the February cover story, Breaking The 
Silence. @ 
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Evangel Hali Mission 


4 Ways You 
Can Help Our Community 


Plan a 3rd Party Event... 


Have a bake sale or plan a theme 
party. Money raised can be donated 
to support ehm programs and services. 


Join a Committee... 


Help us plan future fundraisers. You can 
expand your network while getting 
involved with our diverse community. 


Volunteer with the Youth Program... 


Use your knowledge to tutor high 
school students in our community 


Become a Clinic Buddy... 


Sit and support a member of our 
community while they are waiting for 
their medical appointment. 


Please contact 
Paula Aceto, Volunteer Coordinator 
416-504-3563 x 23] 


Our programs and residence 
are always in need of financial 
support as well. 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 
552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 


Phone (416) 504-3563 


Fax (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
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People — Places 


To make People & Places submissions: peopleplaces@presbyterianrecord.ca. 
Please visit the monthly PnP page at www.presbyterianrecord.ca for more. 


Still serving: Rev. William Fairley has served the Lindsay 
presbytery as a catechist, student and minister for 53 years. 
On his 90th birthday, the congregations of Nestleton and 
Ballyduff, whom he is serving as interim moderator and 
pulpit supply, threw him a party. Nestleton made a donation 
to PWS&D on his behalf, and Ballyduff to the Record, whose 
board he was on 30 years ago. 


selling “bricks.” A matching donation from 


(charter member), Scott Reynolds. 


hand 
Back: 
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Missions Alive! $9,935! That's how much the congregation at 
Renfrew, Ont., raised for the Jobat Christian School in India by 


their Dr. Margaret O'Hara 


Auxiliary of the WMS helped reach the goal. Back row: Mary-Lynn 
McConnachie, Cassie McGregor, Jane Roseboom, Joan Hilliaard, 
Peggy Putnam, Marion VanderPloeg. Seated: Betty Zwiers, Isabel 
Wallace (charter member). Missing from photo: Frances Lockwood 


Knitting Mission: Chip- 
pawa, Niagara Falls, Ont., 
began its prayer shawl 
ministry in December with 
the dedication of over a 
dozen shawls which go to 
those needing a reminder 
of the warmth of God's 
love and God's healing 


on their shoulder. 
Annie Clegg, Penny 


Turner, Dorothy McDonald, 
Vivian Lougheed, Nora Ball, 
Shirley Taylor Front: Joyce 
Morris, Joan Stamler, Linda 
Carter, Brenda Atkin 
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First, Pictou, N.S., held a service of celebration of light and life 

to honour and celebrate persons who have been a source of 
inspiration. Sunday school members were asked to illustrate this 
theme for the covers of the bulletin and dedication booklet. Nearly 
$2,000 was raised for the work of the session. The artist/illustrators: 
Rachel Rowan, Liam Dwyer, Madison Spurr on the ramp and at the 
foot of the tree is Aran MacDonald who was also chosen by her peers 
to have the honour of turning on the lights for the first time. 


Meeting the Needs: Albion Gardens, Ont., 
dedicated their new elevator in December on 
their anniversary Sunday. Dorothy Hopper and 
Bob Woodcock were the first to use this new 
conveyance. Rev. Ron Van Auken greeted them 
at their destination. A more accessible building 
allows others to join in worship. 


On our website: 

Awesome healing missions by the Blue Mountain 
Pastoral Charge, N.S. The Scottish Rite at Central, 
Hamilton, Ont. Jan and Lynne’s 40th at Graceview, 
Etobicoke. The young and the old sing together at 
Knox, Finch. Knox, Guelph celebrates its 164th— 
looking good. St. Andrew's, Strathroy raises funds 
for Jobat by selling bricks—mission minded! 


People and Places entries published in the magazine are cho- 
sen through a monthly lottery. However, many submissions 
prove themselves unpublishable on a technical level. Every 
effort is made each month by the PnP Editor to get better pho- 
tos—not too dark, not too light, with ample digital informa- 
tion. Before submitting please read the essay How To Submit 
Photos In A Digital Age found on the People and Places page 


of www.presbyterianrecord.ca. 
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SPOTLIGHT 


A MKHOSI YEKULWA NE HIV AIDS 


e e e ; 
Mission Minded This photograph may have been taken in May 2005, but a partnership between Hampton, N.S. 
and Piggs Peak, Swaziland is still going strong. Mark Bettle, an elder at St. Paul's, poses with Thandi Nhlengethwa, executive 
director of the AIDS Information and Support Centre in Piggs Peak. A three-year $15,000 grant from Presbyterian World 
Service & Development helped fund the partnership. 


Living with Dignity 


Conference continues truth and reconciliation process. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


“SINCE I’m a relatively recent immi- 
grant, some people may have felt I 
wasn’t here, didn’t know what was 
going on,” Rev. Cheol Soon Park, mod- 
erator of the last General Assembly, 
says of his experience at the Truth and 
Reconciliation: Healing the Legacy of 
Residential Schools conference held in 
Edmonton in January. “But I feel this 
. is about the dignity of humankind 
and the dignity of living. It’s about 
conscience and the next generation— 
our children and children’s children. 
In that sense, it is my ... history, and 
I was there and will be there and will 
learn with the aboriginal people.” 
Korean-born Park spoke at the con- 
ference of Korea’s experience under 


10 Presbyterian Record 


Japanese rule a century ago as a way of 
understanding the imperialist experi- 
ences of aboriginals in Canada. 

Amid sacred smoke and ceremony, 
residential school survivors, aborigi- 
nal and church leaders, academics and 
government officials told their stories 
and continued the journey toward 
healing. 

The conference drew about 400 stu- 
dents and 200 members of aboriginal 
and non-aboriginal communities. Park 
attended as the Presbyterian church’s 
representative, and was one of four 
denominational leaders. Roy Berkenbo- 
sch, director of interdisciplinary studies 
at King’s, describes an evening ceremony 
as powerful and pivotal. “It made the 


event not just about reconciliation, but 
a place where reconciliation could take 
place,” he says. 

Later in January, commissioners 
Claudette Dumont-Smith and Jane 
Morley announced they would resign 
from the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission effective June 1. 

“This is good news,” says Lori Ran- 
som, the Presbyterian Church’s truth 
and reconciliation animator. “It’s a 
step forward.” 

Justice Harry LaForme resigned as 
chair the commission last October, cit- 
ing conflicts in leadership and vision 
amongst himself and his colleagues. 

A selection committee is seeking to 
fill the commission positions. @ 
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Cultivating Communi 


St. Andrew's, Duncan, uses its space for its neighbourhood. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


“EVEN if it fails horribly, its better that 
we try something,” says Rev. Kerry 
McIntyre, minister at St. Andrew’s, 
Duncan, B.C., referring to two very 
different mission projects begun by 
the congregation. “We want to experi- 
ment and find out what works and 
what meets people’s needs. Even if 
some things don’t work out, some- 
where along the lines we’ll do some- 
thing right.” 

The “fearless congregation” is in 
an economically mixed neighbour- 
hood which includes a low-rent hous- 
ing complex close to the church build- 
ing. A preschool, Agapeland, is in the 
former manse. Upwards of 60 families 
bring children during the week, the 
majority of whom are unchurched. 

St. Andrew’s launched Jacob’s Well 
in October, an internet café, as an 
opportunity for further fellowship and 
relationship building within the com- 
munity. Although libraries provide 
internet access, many set limits on 
length of use, and the church seemed 
more convenient for neighbours who 
could not afford a computer or inter- 
net access. 

Members of the congregation serve 
as “hosts” and sell fair trade coffee, tea, 
and light snacks. Plans are underway to 
teach courses on computer and inter- 
net usage, and provide an afternoon 
homework club for local students. 

The congregation also purchased 
a neighbouring schoolyard and have 
built a two-acre community garden, 
Redemption Gardens. Local residents 
can rent gardening space for a token 
$20 per summer and grow their own 
vegetables. Amongst the 14 gardening 
beds are some two and a half foot high 
“enabling beds,” accessible to people 
who are confined to wheelchairs or 


Community + Garden: Raised beds make 
it easy for multiple generations to produce 
mounds of vegetables. 


unable to bend and garden at ground 
level. The church hopes to have 30 
raised beds by the end of 2009. 

“Tt was wonderful to see because it 
was multi-generational,” says McIntyre. 


“We want to experiment and find 
out what meets people’s needs. 
Even if some things don’t work 
out, somewhere along the lines 

we'll do something right” 


“Many seniors in the area have beds, 
and next door to the church there’s a 
day program for mentally handicapped 
people. Many of the clients come each 
day and garden.” 

Most gardeners chose to grow veg- 
etables, and this fall “mounds were 
harvested,” McIntyre says. Members of 
the congregation cultivated two beds 
specifically for donation to the local 
food bank. 
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Reaching Out 


Presbyterians help refugees build new lives in Canada. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


ALAIN* has been on the run since 
childhood. When he was nine, his 
sister and father, a Hutu and minor 
government official, were slain by a 
Tutsi rival. Ethnic fighting ravaged his 
native Burundi; his mother was likely 
killed in the conflict a year later. His 
elder brother was forced to become a 
child soldier—a fate Alain narrowly 
escaped. 

As a young teenager, he fled to 
Cairo, Egypt, with help from a family 
friend. He has been there for 10 years, 
and lives in a small apartment with 
several other men—both Tutsi and 
Hutu—whom he calls “brothers.” 

For three years, Brian Merrett and 
the refugee committee at the Church 
of St. Andrew and St. Paul, Montreal, 
have struggled to bring Alain to Can- 
ada as a privately sponsored refugee. 
“The pain of being a refugee is one of 
the worst a human being can experi- 
ence: the pain of having a decision of 
living your life in the hands of some- 
one else,” Alain told the committee 
in an email. An interviewing officer 
rejected Alain’s case in July, 2007. 

“We were extremely disappointed,” 
says Merrett, who chairs the commit- 
tee. “When we took up the sponsor- 
ship, it was heartwarming to see the 
response. The whole congregation 
realized this is the mission the out- 
reach committee should be doing.” 
The team hired a lawyer, and pushed 
to bring the case to federal court. 

There are two ways for congrega- 
tions to approach sponsorship. They 
can sponsor refugees who have been 
approved by Citizenship and Immigra- 
tion Canada, but require a Canadian 
sponsor to complete the process. Or, as 
in the case of St. Andrew and St. Paul, 
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they can sponsor an individual who 
has yet to be approved. In these cases, 
applicants must prove they will be in 
personal danger if they return to their 
home countries. Of those who apply as 
privately sponsored refugees, half are 
rejected. 


“The pain of being a refugee 
is one of the worst a human 
being can experience: the 
pain of having a decision of 
living your life in the hands 
of someone else” 


“In this case, it looked like [the 
interviewing officer] hadn’t read 
documentation stating that [Alain’s] 
father’s killer was a politician who was 
still in power,” says Glynis Williams, 
director of Action Réfugiés, Montreal, 
and interim refugee coordinator for 


Presbyterian World Service and Devel- 
opment. “In the end, they didn’t have 
to plead in court; the government’s 
lawyer conceded the case.” 

Alain was granted a second inter- 
view in September, 2008 and was 
approved. 

To become a sponsor, congregations 
must prove they can provide financial 
support for refugees for one year, and 
help them find housing, education, 
and employment. They must also 
be endorsed by the national church, 
through PWS&D, which has a spon- 
sorship agreement with the govern- 
ment. Each year, 3,500 refugees enter 
the country through private sponsor- 
ships, and in the past two years at least 
18 Presbyterian congregations have 
taken part. 

Of the four refugee cases Rev. Bob 
Faris has worked on as associate minis- 
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ter of Beaches, Toronto, only two have 
successfully made it to Canada. 

“The process has called into ques- 
tion some of the assumptions and ste- 
reotypes we had about ourselves and 
refugees—that Canada’s an open coun- 
try that’s easy to get into as a refugee, 
or that we’re a welcoming people,” 
Faris says. 

The church has helped a Congolese 
man and a Colombian mother and her 
five children, aged eight to 18, settle 
in Toronto. But after the first year, 
when government requirements were 
met, some members struggled with an 


How to 5} 


Congregations wishing to sponsor a re- 
fugee should first contact Presbyterian 
World Service & Development. Expertise 
will be invaluable as you walk a path 
strewn with paperwork and pitfalls. 

The easiest route is to sponsor a re- 
fugee who has already been approved by 
Citizenship and Immigration Canada, but 
is waiting for a private sponsor to com- 
plete the process. 

PWS&D can provide approved spon- 
sors with a list of such cases. Often, the- 
se refugees arrive within a year. 

To become a sponsor, a congregation 
must provide PWS&D with an application 
form, proof they have the session’s appro- 
val, a financial statement of the church, 
a settlement plan and budget for the re- 
fugee, and a plan to raise the necessary 
funds. The government requires sponsors 
to support a refugee for one year. The ne- 
cessary amount will depend on the local 
cost of living and the number of refugees 
being sponsored. The Church of St. An- 
drew and St. Paul, for instance, budgeted 
$10,000 to provide for a single man in 
Montreal, whereas a trio of churches bud- 
geted $30,000 to support a mother and 
two children in Etobicoke, Ont. 

Individuals or organizations might 
approach congregations and ask them 
to sponsor a family member or another 
person. These cases can be more diffi- 
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ongoing sense of moral commitment. 

There’s a difference between pro- 
viding support for someone and build- 
ing a dependence on that support. It 
can be challenging for a church to find 
a working balance, says Faris. 

But the challenges are worth the 
effort. The Faramarzian family, from 
Iran, converted to Christianity from 
Islam; a decision that forced them to 
flee to Cyprus, where they lived for 
several years. The local government 
rejected their refugee application, 
believing they had not truly converted. 
Ali Faramarzian was jailed for five > 


cult. A congregation should first contact 
PWS8&D to find out if the individual qua- 
lifies as a refugee. There are numerous 
factors that impact eligibility; make no 
assumptions and investigate fully. The 
application must also include details 
about the relationship between the 
church, family member or co-sponsor 
and the refugee. 

The refugee must complete a sub- 
stantial application before she can qua- 
lify for permanent settlement in Canada. 
The applicant must prove that she has 
suffered persecution in the past, and 
has strong reasons to believe that she 
will be persecuted again if she returns. 
It is important for PWS&D’s refugee co- 
ordinator to look over this form before 
it is submitted to ensure that it builds a 
strong case. 

It may be more than two years be- 
fore a refugee is interviewed. If she is 
approved, she must pass medical and 
security checks, then wait for a visa from 
Canada. 

The process can take years and in 
the end the congregation may have as 
little as a couple of weeks to make the 
final preparations. Be ready, don’t lose 
hope, seek guidance: For more informa- 
tion and resources, including a sponsor- 
ship handbook, see www.presbyterian. 
ca/pwsd/refugee.—CPurvis 


BANG! BANG! 
BANG! 


Fireworks ~ the sound of joyous 
celebrations in many suburban 
neighborhoods. The sounds are 
followed by cheers and calls of 
ooh! aah! People are out in large 
numbers to enjoy the spectacle. 


BANG! BANG! 
BANG! 


Gunshots ~ the 
sound of gang life 
for territory protec- 
tion, retribution, 
and jealousy in the 
inner city neighbor- 
hoods which WICM 
serves. The sounds are followed by 
police and ambulance sirens. People 
stay hidden in their homes to protect 
themselves and not get involved. 


WICM provides sanctuary in 

the inner city where: 

¢ children participate in after-school 
and evening programs. 

¢ families attend Sunday services 
and evening meals. 

¢ individuals drop in weekdays 
for coffee and assistance with 
daily needs. 


Please help WICM continue to 
offer this sanctuary. 


ee ee 


Winnipeg Inner City 
Missions Of The 
Presbyterian Church 

in Canada 

P.O. Box 2444, Station Main 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4A7 

Flora House 204-586-5494 
Anishinabe Fellowship Centre 
204-942-8682 

Charitable registration: #862942554RR0001 
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months. “Life had become very dif- 
ficult for us, but during all that hard 
time God never left us on our own,” 
says his wife Rahy. 

Norine Love, a member of the 
refugee committee at Knox Spa- 
dina, Toronto, spent countless hours 
researching and writing a sponsorship 
application for them. 

Love points out that converts in 
strictly Muslim countries are often in 
grave danger. The sponsorship process 
was a lot of work, but was obviously 
worthwhile, she says. 

In November 2008, the family 
arrived in Canada—almost two and a 
half years after the process began. 

Sponsorship can be an opportunity 
for interdenominational and interfaith 


Douanes 


immigration 


work. In Etobicoke, a trio of ministers, 
Rev. Paul Kang of St. Andrew’s Humber 
Heights, Rev. In Kee Kim of St. Timo- 
thy’s, a Korean-speaking congregation, 
and Father Al Budzin of St. Philip’s, an 
Anglican church, brought their congre- 
gations together to sponsor an Afghani 
woman and her two children. 

The woman is Muslim, a religious 
distinction Kang says they never con- 
sidered. 

“We saw people, not religion,” he 
says, citing the parable of the Good 
Samaritan as a guiding principle for 
the project. “I think this has chal- 
lenged people’s understanding and 
faith in some respects because this 
isn’t a Christian family that’s wor- 
shipping with us on Sunday, and who 


we see once a week.” 

Kang said the project has “really 
brought people together,” and the 
churches are looking for more joint 
projects in the future. 

Merrett saw similar results. “It’s cre- 
ated an incredible drawing together in 
our church,” he says. “Our congrega- 
tion is made up of many nationalities, 
and this experience puts a face on an 
issue that’s so devastating in our world 
today and has had an almost a galva- 
nizing effect. Everyone talks about 
it. We're starting to have more of an 
understanding.” 

Lucinda Lyman, an elder and 
head of the outreach committee at St. 
Andrew and St. Paul, says the elongated 
process has not dampened their pas- 
sion. “What’s the church all about if it’s 
not reaching out even in such a small 
way? It gives us more of a window on 
the world,” she says. “And I honestly, 
totally feel, at least personally, that we’re 
gaining a lot more than Alain is.” 
*Alain’s name has been changed. 


Connie Purvis is the Record’s staff 
reporter. 
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A Matter Of Water 


A Presbyterian minister in Israel. BY IAN CLARK 


AT THE END of the Promenade, along 
the shore of the Sea of Galilee in Tibe- 
rias there is a metal structure some 25 
feet high. It is a cut out of the Gali- 
lean Lake with gaps on the top and on 
the bottom to indicate the entry and 
exit of the waters of the Jordan river. 
In more normal times the structure is 
an elaborate fountain with cascading 
jets of water. But now the fountain is 
dry. It has been switched off. Israel is 
in the midst of the driest winter since 
measurements began over 80 years 
ago, with only SO per cent of average 
seasonal rainfall to date. 

The English TV newscast ran a 
story describing this drought as Israel’s 
next war. The Jerusalem Post reports 
that pumping of water from the Sea 
of Galilee, Israel’s primary fresh water 
reservoir, was Officially halted late 
January. 

In my daily encounters with local 
people—visitors to the hotel or resi- 
dents from the prosperous Kibbutim 
on the Golan Heights—the topic of 
conversation has remained the same, 
security. Security is an Israeli obses- 
sion. But in Galilee security is no longer 
a matter of armed forces, rockets and 
bombs—security is now a matter of 
water security. 

The facts are these: The water 
surface of the Galilean lake is over 5.5 
metres below the level desired at the 
end of the rainy season—by March 1st. 
It is 1.5 metres below the minimum 
desirable level. In terms of water flow, 
the daily norm over 80 years for water 
entering the Lake is 327 cubic meters. 
This year the figure is just 45 cubic 
meters. And so the water has dropped 
to just 38 centimetres above the level 
at which the lake will suffer irrepa- 
rable damage. 

What does this mean for ordinary 


LETTER FROM 
GALILEE 


In Galilee, security is no longer a matter of armed forces, 
rockets and bombs—security is now a matter of water 


folk, and why does this threaten 
their security? 

As I write this, in early February, 
there is a ban on watering gardens, 
but there is no water rationing. The 
fields are planted and growing so the 
restriction on water use for agriculture 
will not be felt for a few more months. 
The tourist boats on the lake can’t 
dock to pick up pilgrims at their usual 
berths—but the tourists don’t arrive in 
numbers for a while yet. The present 
irritation has the potential to become 
a real threat to food production and 
economic activity. 

And there is more. With little or 
no water flowing out of Galilee, the 
100 kilometers of the Jordan River to 


the south, which has agriculture on 
much of both banks, is no more than a 
trickle—with nothing left to enter the 
Dead Sea. 

While Canada struggles with the 
credit crisis and the greening of the 
transportation and power production, 
Isreal’s ‘greening’ concerns are more 
literal. The once proud claim of making 
the desert bloom is under threat. = 


Rev.. Ian Clark is locum minister and 
program director at St. Andrew’s Galilee, 
Tiberius, which is sponsored by the 
Church of Scotland. His observations 
from inside Israel will appear the Record 
in the form of a monthly letter for the next 
few months. 
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IN BRIEF 


New WARC secretary 


WARC—A Canadian United Church 
member, Kristine Greenaway, has been 
appointed executive secretary for com- 
munications by the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches (WARC). She began 
work at the organization’s headquarters 
in Geneva, Switzerland in January. 

WARC is a fellowship of 214 national 
churches in 107 countries worldwide, 
whose theologies are rooted in the 16th 
century Reformation. 

At an international gathering in June 
2010, WARC is set to unite with the Re- 
formed Ecumenical Council to form the 
World Communion of Reformed Chur- 
ches. “We've been very much a part of 
this,” says Stephen Kendall, principle 
clerk of General Assembly and a repre- 
sentative with WARC. Kendall says plans 
are underway for the council, to be held 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He hopes to 
include strong aboriginal involvement 
and stress the importance of indigenous 
issues. 


The Canadian Religion 


Université de Montreal— A new course 
at the Université de Montreal’s faculty of 
theology is casting light one of Canada’s 
most popular religions—hockey. 

Taught by Professor Olivier Bauer, the 
course examines the religious overtones 
associated with Montreal's Sainte-Fla- 
nelle (literally ‘Holy Flannel’), known to 
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English-speaking Canadians as the Habs 
or Montreal Canadiens. 

“We're asking: is it a religion? If so, what 
kind of religion,” Bauer says.“We need to 
critique some aspects; it’s a neo-liberal re- 
ligion so there's a need to win, be the best, 
but there's a lot of metaphor you can use 
in church.” 

Bauer cites a member of Hockey Mini- 
stries International, a group that seeks to 
evangelize in hockey rinks. He uses the 
goalkeeper as a metaphor for redemption 
through Christ. If a penalty is called against 
a goalie, one of the other players is sent to 
the penalty box in his teammate’s place. 

The graduate course began in January, 
and was open to all faculties. 


Inuit Bible 


Canadian Bible Society—Rev. John Duff, a 
Presbyterian minister and president of the 
Newfoundland and Labrador district of the 
Canadian Bible Society, presented the Mo- 
ravian Church in Labrador with the /nuktitut 
Heritage Bible at a ceremony in Happy Val- 
ley-Goose Bay, Newfoundland, in January. 

It is the first complete Inuktitut Bible to 
be published in a single volume. The pre- 
vious version, completed by Moravian mis- 
sionaries in 1871, contained seven volumes. 

Inuktitut is the language of the Inuit 
who inhabit regions of Newfoundland 
and Labrador, Quebec, Nunavut and the 
Northwest Territories. The Inuit of eastern 
Canada use the Roman alphabet, and nor- 
thern Inuit use syllabics, a script created 
for the Cree language and later adapted 
for Inuktitut. 


The Mighty Widow 


Christian Newswire—A low-budget mo- 
vie made by 19-year-old writer and direc- 
tor John Moore of Kaufman, Texas, left the 
San Antonio Independent Christian Film 
Festival in January with $101,000 cash, 
the largest cash prize ever to be awarded 
by a Christian film festival. 

Moore's film, a feature length adventu- 
re/comedy titled The Widow's Might, beat 
out Fireproof for the grand prize and peo- 
ple’s choice awards. 


KAIROS clinic 
destroyed in Gaza 


KAIROS—AMissiles demolished a church- 
run health clinic near downtown Gaza 
City in January. 

The clinic was funded by the Cana- 
dian International Development Agency 
(CIDA) and KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical 
Justice Initiatives, a social justice orga- 
nization supported by the Presbyterian 
Church. It was the only KAIROS-funded 
clinic in Gaza. 

A telephone call gave clinic staff a 
15-minute warning before missiles hit the 
building. No one was hurt, but valuable 
medical equipment was destroyed. 

According to Dale Hildebrand, team 
leader of KAIROS’s global partnerships 
program, there was no indication of mi- 
litary activity in the vicinity of the clinic, 
and no reason for it to be targeted. 

Over the past 10 years, CIDA and KAI- 
ROS have given $300,000 to the Near 
East Council of Churches, the Palesti- 
nian partner that runs the clinic. Days 
after the attack, KAIROS sent a letter to 
Lawrence Cannon, Canada’s minister of 
foreign affairs, spurring him to request 
financial compensation from the Israeli 
government. 

Hildebrand says KAIROS hope to rebu- 
ild, but need lasting peace for their efforts 
to make a difference. 


Invisible Arms 


Project Ploughshares—Project Ploug- 
shares, an ecumenical agency of the Ca- 
nadian Council of Churches, is calling for 
more transparency regarding Canada’s 
military exports. 

In January, the agency released their 
findings following an audit of the most 
recent data published by the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs and Internatio- 
nal Trade, which spans 2003-2005. The 
audit found no data regarding military 
exports to the United States, the largest 
recipient of Canadian arms. Under cur- 
rent free trade agreements, no export 
permits are required to ship military 
good tothe U.S. @ 
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Loave 


Fishes 


POP 
CHRISTIANITY 


Our denomination is a major force in the world. BY ANDREW FAIZ 


denomination. Or more accurately, I see many very 

dynamic, progressive, theologically sound, daring, 
Christ-like silos within our denomination. I see congrega- 
tions, small and large, engaged in their community, and in 
the world. And, though I realize it is not fashionable to say 
so, I see cutting-edge work being done within the national 
church. Presbyterian World Service and Development, Pres- 
byterians Sharing, International Ministries, Canada Minis- 
tries, Education, the Vine Helpline, Stewardship, Ministry 
and Vocation—all the many and varied branches under the 
Life and Missions Agency, along with Assembly Council, 
do Loaves-and-Fishes work, taking small resources and 
multiplying them many- 
fold to reach almost every 
corner of the planet. It is 
quite breathtaking to see 
the work being done. 

It is equally breath- 
taking to see the work of 
faith done by congrega- 
tions. There are villages and communities across the planet 
that have food, water, education and health care because 
of our congregations. There are many individuals within 
Canada who have received a new lease on life, thanks to 
local congregations. And I haven’t begun to touch upon 
the work done by chaplains, diaconal ministers and many 
other stalwart servants, who carve a little heaven here on 
earth, every day. 

Naturally prone to cynicism—which can be a healthy 
and an often accurate approach to society—I find myself 
overcome by hopefulness on most days. I have learned that 
if you think only governments and militaries can change 
the world then you're an idiot. I have learned that affecting 
one life can change the world. Give one child a chance to 
grow and learn and you have changed the world. 

And our denomination does that every day. We are a 
powerful force in the world. And yet it doesn’t seem so. Our 
pool of members and the cash they generate keeps declining. 
There is a smug and on-going mistrust of our polity—of 
presbyteries, of synods, of national branches. There is a 


Ek rom my window on to our church I see a very dynamic 


I have learned that if you think 

only governments and militaries can 
change the world then you're an idiot. 
I have learned that affecting one 

life can change the world 


reasonable wariness towards centralization. Our ministers 
are depressed, our lay leaders are stretched. We bicker over 
theology. (As we’ve learned at the Record, mention there are 
homosexuals in the world, for example, and congregations 
rush to cancel their group subscriptions.) 

It seems that while we are engaged in the Good News, 
we have little good news to share. The world moves too 
fast for some, not fast enough for others. And yet from my 
vantage our church can be a leading force of change in the 
world. Despite our bullheadedness we are pretty good at 
talking and compromising. But we’re not there; not yet. 
There are some serious fissures in our denominational land- 
scape but I don’t know if they are narrow and deep or wide 
and shallow. I hope they’re 
not wide and deep. 

Or to restate my case: We 
have already changed. We are 
engaged in the changes in 
our society, in our denomina- 
tion. We are active agents of 
change. But all of our changes 
are locked within local silos. We’re talking cross-purposes, 
not to each other, but at each other. And in many ways, 
denominationally, we are cowardly—afraid to rock the 
boat, demand change, engage conversations. 

We need a huge push, a grand metaphor, something, 
that can bridge our disconnects. The vehicle for that 
change should be the annual gathering of the clan, this 
year in Hamilton. And perhaps the bickering and the busi- 
ness the past few years at General Assembly really is adding 
up to something. But its hard to see that vision. It lacks 
clarity, declaration and transparency. The voices raised 
high by individuals and congregations are not coming 
together to form a cohesive harmony. Perhaps they’re 
not being sought; perhaps that’s why assembly can sound 
cacophonous. 

Our church needs a faithful, Christ-like look at our 
sacrosanct traditions, polity and myriad silos. We are so 
close to being Christ’s church, here on earth. = 


Andrew Faiz is the managing editor of this publication. 


March 2009 | Presbyterian Record | 7 


Herod’s Palace, 
Caesarea 


History comes alive: everywhere across the Mid- 
dle East, the past is ever-present. From Caesarea, 
which the photographers visited, are four scenes 
from four different centuries—four different eras. 


1. A fortified wall built by Crusaders, Caesarea 

2. A Roman theatre, Caesarea. It is still used today 
for concerts 3. Close-up of tile work on the Dome 
of the Rock, Jerusalem 4. View from the Old City, 
Jerusalem 5. A ruins garden, Caesarea 6. Dome 
of the Rock, Jerusalem 7. The Domed Fountain, 
Muslim Quarter, near the site of Solomon's temple 
8. A tourist complex on the sea, Caesarea 
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or many years, especially after 

performing the hajj in Saudi Ara- 

bia, I had a passionate desire to 

visit Jerusalem. For me, it became all 

the more urgent because in my inter- 

faith work, I speak about Judaism, Christianity, and 

Islam flowing from the same source and that despite 

our differences and challenges, we are the children 
of Abraham. 

And, when we ask, God answers. All of a sudden 
there was an opportunity to go. My husband and I 
decided that a visit to the Holy Land must be shared 
with those who have similar dreams. So we invited 
our dear friends Jim Evans, a United Church minis- 
ter, and his wife Karen to come along. 

Travelling towards Jerusalem was a moving expe- 
rience because we felt we were going back in time to 
experience moments of miracles, sacrifice, and toler- 
ance (something we seem to have forgotten today). 
Our first view of the old city was heartwarming. We 
had arranged to stay at a Scottish church guesthouse 
overlooking the walled city. From our room we could 
see the Dome of the Rock and it was an incredible 
synergy. We understood why the city of Jerusalem is 
known in Arabic as al-Quds or Baitul-Maqadis (the 
Noble, Sacred Place). Jerusalem is considered histori- 
cally and spiritually significant to all three mono- 
theistic faiths. 

The Temple Mount is the holiest site in Judaism. 
According to the Bible, the Talmud, and other sources 
of Jewish tradition, several important events took 
place there. Here God gathered the earth from which 
he formed Adam. Here Adam, Cain, Abel and Noah 
offered sacrifices to God. Here Abraham passed God’s 
test by showing his willingness to sacrifice his son 
Isaac. Here Jacob dreamt about angels ascending and 
descending a ladder while sleeping on a stone (the 
stone in the Dome of the Rock is believed to be the 
very stone). Here King Solomon built the Temple in 
950 BC, which stood for 410 years until King Nebu- 
chadnezzar destroyed it in 586 BC. Here the Second 
Temple was built after the Babylonian Exile, which 
was destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD. During Mai- 
monides’ residence in Jerusalem, a synagogue stood 
on the Temple Mount alongside other structures and 
Maimonides prayed there. 

For Christians, it is the site of Christ’s crucifix- 
ion, burial, and resurrection. The Temple Mount is 
believed to contain the pinnacle of the temple from 
which Satan tempted Jesus to jump to prove his sta- 
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The author in a souk in the Old City. 


tus as the Messiah (near al-Aqsa Mosque). The court- 
yard by the mosque provides an excellent view of 
surrounding Christian sites, including the Dome of 
the Ascension (marking the site where Jesus ascended 
into heaven) and the Dominus Flevit church (com- 
memorating the spot where Jesus wept as he saw a 
vision of Jerusalem in ruins). 

For Muslims it is important because Muhammad 
originally established Jerusalem as the gibla (direc- 
tion of prayer) before changing it to Mecca. As well, 
Islam respects Abraham, David and Solomon as 
prophets, and regards the temple as one of the earli- 
est and most noteworthy places of worship of God. 
Verse 17:1 of the Quran speaks of the Prophet’s night 
journey to the farthest mosque (al-Masjid al-Agsa). 
This is traditionally interpreted to be the site at the 
Temple Mount on which the mosque now stands. 

It was in the courtyard near the Western Wall 
we saw observant Jews hurrying to pray at the wall, 
religious Muslims going to the mosque, and _prac- 
ticing Christians going to their sacred spaces—each 
one respectful of the others. It was incredible to note 
that Catholic, Jewish and Muslim women all covered 
themselves and it was completely natural. The diver- 
sity was interesting and insightful. 

The first sight of Dome of the Rock and al-Aqsa 
mosque was a wish come true. We had been dream- 
ing of praying at al-Aqsa for many months now and 
here we were with our souls melted in the form of 
tears rolling down our faces as we stood in humility 
and awe in front of our first qibla. Inside the Dome 
we touched the Rock which is as big as a room. Steps 
leading to a room under the Rock took us to a tiny 
chamber where it’s believed Prophet Muhammad 
prayed with other prophets including Abraham. The 
entire room is soaked in fragrance and we wanted to 
just sit there and reflect on this miracle of God. 

Dome of the Rock (Qubbat as-Sakhrah) can be > 
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seen from all over Jerusalem. It is the crowning glory of the 
Haram esh-Sharif (Noble Sanctuary), or Temple Mount. The 
Dome of the Rock is not a mosque, but a Muslim shrine. 
Like the Ka’aba in Mecca, it is built over a sacred stone. This 
stone is believed to be the place from which the Prophet 
Muhammad ascended into heaven during his night jour- 
ney. The Dome of the Rock is the oldest Islamic monument 
that stands today and certainly one of the most beautiful. 
It also boasts the oldest surviving mihrab (niche indicating 
the direction of Mecca) in the world. 

On the night of his ascension, the Prophet, peace and 
blessing be upon him, prayed first at the Dome of the Rock, 
laying his hand upon the Rock. As he went out, the Rock, to 
do him honour, rose up, but he laid his hand on it to keep 
it in its place and firmly fixed it there. To this day it is partly 
detached from the ground beneath. 

Currently, the Temple Mountis governed by the Waaf, 
the supreme Muslim religious council. The site has been 
under Muslim control since the Muslim reconquest of the 
crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem in the 12th century. 


eedless to say, we visited Temple 
Mount as often as we could dur- 
ing our stay in Jerusalem but more 
importantly, we were able to visit 
other holy sites with Jim and Karen, 
who became our spiritual guides because they had done 
extensive homework and had books of history. Our biggest 
surprise and delight was that every step we took showed us 
the incredible bonds that link us together with our broth- 
ers and sisters in creation. 


Above: A tourist area on the Mediterreanean, Tel Aviv 
Right: Wares on display in a souk in the Old City, Jerusalem 
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The Church of the Holy Sepulchre has been an impor- 
tant pilgrimage destination since the fourth century, and 
it remains the holiest Christian site in the world. It stands 
on a site that is believed to house the tomb and burial slab 
where Jesus’ body was placed before his resurrection. 

We went with Jim and Karen inside the church, where 
you can feel the agony of Mary as she stood on the stairs 
and watched her son’s body being anointed on a slab. 
The walls of the sanctuary tell the heartrending story and 
I could sense the sadness. It’s powerful and moving and 
everywhere we went, there was light—even in the darkness. 
We lit candles for all the people we know who wanted to be 
there but could not, yet. Then we went across the street to 
the mosque and prayed there with Jim and Karen. The real- 
ization that we are connected is very strong for those who 
can sense the fragile ties that bind us together. 

We walked to the Mount of Olives, which has many 
sacred sites. The Chapel of the Ascension on the Mount of 
Olives is a Christian and Muslim holy site that is believed to 
mark the place where Jesus ascended into heaven. The small 
round church/mosque contains a stone imprinted with the 
footprints of Jesus. Outside the chapel is an unmarked tomb 
believed by many to be the grave of Rabia al-Adawiyya, the 
first Sufi saint of Islam. We were blessed and honoured to 
offer a prayer there. 

The Garden of Gethsemane is at the foot of the Mount 
of Olives, within the walled grounds of the Church of all 
Nations (also known as the Church of the Agony). It’s a 
peaceful garden among a grove of ancient olive trees, look- 
ing back at the eastern wall of the City of Jerusalem. A mod- 
ern Franciscan church marks the spot where Jesus wept. 
There are 12 olive trees and a stone statue of Jesus weeping 
which could turn the hardest heart to tears. Caliph Umar 
also prayed at Gethsemane in 638. 


7 am, Jerusalem: Dome of the Rock, seen from the Jewish 
Quarter. In the bottom right hand corner is ie men ’s ony 
section of ie Western Wall 


We then visited the Church of Mary Magdalene, 
which has stunning gold domes, the Church of John 
the Baptist and the Convent of the Pater Noster 
where it is believed Jesus taught his prayer. There 
is a serene green sanctuary where the Lord’s Prayer 
is listed in 60 languages on huge tiled walls. Hav- 
ing learned the Lord’s Prayer in convent school 
and being a fervent supporter of it in Canada, I was 
moved by the spot. We also prayed at the Tombs of 
the Prophets which is a site on the Mount of Olives 
that a medieval Jewish tradition identifies as the 
tombs of the prophets Haggai, Zechariah and Mala- 
chi. Both Jews and Christians venerate the site as 
the tombs of these prophets of the last three books 
of the Old Testament. 

From the Mount of Olives we saw the Gate of 


Mercy, the Gate of Gold, the Gate of Eternal Life, Sha’ar Hara- 
hamim. This appears in the legends of all three religions. An 
early Jewish tradition holds that it is through that gate that 
the Messiah will enter Jerusalem. According to Christian tra- 
dition, Jesus made his last entry to Jerusalem through the 
Mercy Gate. The Muslims refer to it as the Gate of Mercy and 
believe it to be the gate referred to in the Quran, through 
which the just will pass on the Day of Judgment. 

I have heard that many eons ago Jerusalem was consid- 
ered to be the fountain of wisdom because of the shared 
knowledge of our three traditions. I hope and pray that we 
will one day learn to share that knowledge again, and use it 
for peace with each other. @ 


Raheel Raza is a public speaker and interfaith advocate. She lives 
in Toronto. 
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St. Luke’s Centre and Carol Smith work with hardcore prisoners. 
BY SARA JEWELL 


t one o’clock in the afternoon, there 

is a knock on the door of the one- 

storey white house. Several men in 

their twenties and thirties walk in. 

They are dressed similarly, in jeans 

and white or light blue T-shirts. Car- 
ol Smith comes out of her office and greets the men with a 
wide smile. “Hi, guys,” she says. “Come on in.” 

One of the men walks up to her. He is six inches taller 
than Smith and his chest is wide and thick. He wraps two 
muscled arms around her, the sleeves of his light blue T- 
shirt riding up to reveal heavy, colourful tattoos on his solid 
biceps. Without saying a word, he squeezes her. “It’s good 
to see you, James,” she replies, hugging him back. 

This display of affection is a rare sight in a medium-secu- 
rity prison. However, the possibility exists inside the Sprin- 
ghill Institution, on the edge of Springhill, N.S., because of 
Smith and St. Luke’s Renewal Centre. It is located on the 
grounds of the institution and is the only stand-alone re- 
storative justice program in the Canadian penal system. It 
was opened in 2000 by the Christian Council for Reconcili- 
ation, a non-profit organization based in Springhill that is 
dedicated to prison ministry. 

“T think the founders of CCR saw there was a need for 
the prisoner to be reconciled to God, to the community, 
and to self. That’s the heart of it,” Carol Smith explains. 
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“It’s drawn from the Scriptures where Paul tells us that we 
are in the ministry of reconciliation.” [2 Corinthians 5:11] 

An ordained Presbyterian minister since 1995, Smith 
has volunteered with prison ministries for years. “Wher- 
ever I happened to find myself serving a congregation, I 
would volunteer at a nearby prison,” she says. She com- 
pleted a diploma in restorative justice in 2002 and has been 
the facilitator at St. Luke’s since March 2007. Unlike prison 
chaplains she is not employed through Corrections Services 
Canada but by the council. 


The guys usually enjoy being out of the 
units where it’s quite noisy. This is a 
rest for them, a time for them to think, 
a time for us to talk” 


“T like the ecumenical nature of it and the focus on spiri- 
tuality,” Smith says of her work. “You’re mostly dealing with 
the life issues and deep spiritual issues. You tend to feel like 
you're relating to people on a very meaningful level.” 

With roughly 500 inmates housed at the Springhill 
Institution, Smith says there are plenty of opportunities 
for spiritual care. In the course of a year, about 100 in- 
mates will choose to visit St. Luke’s. As the only staff per- 


son, Smith says she wears different hats every day. Some 
days she is a teacher, other days a counsellor. “When I run 
a program like non-violent communication, the guys will 
come for the morning or afternoon and we'll go through 
a program designed to help them deal with issues that re- 
late to where they find themselves.” Other times, St. Luke’s 
offers a spiritual retreat for one inmate. “That would be a 
quiet day,” Smith explains. “We'd have coffee and a muffin 
then chat. The day is focused on what his needs are. The 
guys usually enjoy being out of the units where it’s quite 
noisy. This is a rest for them, a time for them to think, a 
time for us to talk.” 


ccording to Smith, even prisoners considered 

‘hard core’ can be changed by St. Luke’s be- 

cause “just their interest in taking the pro- 
grams or having a day apart for spiritual renewal means 
they are on the journey of healing.” But that healing jour- 
ney may involve years—and several stays at the institu- 
tion. “For restorative justice to take place there has to be 
reconciliation with the community, with the victim if pos- 
sible, and with oneself,” explains Smith. “Restorative jus- 
tice is hard work. You're dealing with coming to terms 
with the wrong that has been committed. For healing to 
take place, there has to be some kind of acknowledgement 
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of that. A lot of times, that element is left out and the in- 
mate gets released and ends up feeling more isolated than 
when he went in.” 

Smith encounters inmates who struggle with the feeling 
that no one, including God, cares any more. “I encourage 
them by saying ‘There is a purpose to your life, you are a 
valuable person and I believe that you can have a good life. 
There are a lot of things we can’t fix but we can try to heal 
as much as possible and try to move on.’” Forgiveness, she 
adds, “is a big issue. There seems to be a constant explora- 
tion around forgiving oneself.” 

A man with a white beard strolls into the living room. 
“Hello, Pastor Smith,” Mel calls out. In prison for nearly 
40 years, eight of those at the Springhill Institution, Mel 
considers St. Luke’s a refuge. “It’s a lot different than what 
we’re accustomed to,” Mel says. “We’re told you’re no good, 
you never will be any good. At St. Luke’s, there’s encourage- 
ment. They seem to think we’re of some value.” 

This is Carol Smith’s vision of restorative justice at St. 
Luke’s. “We try to relate to the humanity in each of us,” 
Smith states. “When someone comes into St. Luke’s, we 
don’t label him a thief, a con artist, a killer. He’s a person 
with potential. With a family and hopes and dreams.” 

And Rey. Smith will welcome him with open arms. 


Sara Jewell is a freelance writer. 
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Liberals Needed 


The world needs more people with true generosity of spirit. BY CALVIN BROWN 


wish there were more lib- 

erals in the church and in 

the world! I don’t mean 
that I wish there were more 
left-wing fundamentalists, 
who sometimes call them- 
selves liberals, but true liber- 
als. Liberals are those who 
are generous in spirit towards 
others. Originally it came 
from the Latin word libera- 
lis which inferred that it was 
something suitable for a free- 
man. In other words there is a sense 
in which not only does the person 
exercise his freedom, but also respects 
the right of others to choose or to act 
freely according to their conscience 
within certain limits of civility. Each 
organization needs to determine the 
limits of its liberality. The amount of 
latitude given will depend on how the 
organization defines its identity. Pres- 
byterians, for example, have decided 
to be identified as a people under the 
authority of God’s word as given to 
us in holy scripture and as defined by 
the creeds and reformed statements 
of faith called ‘confessions’. There are 
some who resent us for this, but this is 
our heritage, and we believe that it has 
ongoing value for us in guiding us to 
fullness of living. 

There are those who will ridicule us 
as being old-fashioned or excessively 
narrow because we believe the tried 
and true of God’s Word does not stale- 
date like so many transient philoso- 
phies or human-centred theologies in 
the world. 

One example of recent ridicule was 
by a syndicated columnist writing about 
President Obama’s choice of clergyman 
to participate in the inauguration. In 
the article entitled Why Rick Warren 
Doesn’t Have a Prayer, he writes: 
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“Will the American people be 
prayed into the next administration, 
which will be confronted by a possible 
nuclear Iran and an already nuclear 
Pakistan, by a half-educated pulpit- 
pounder raised in the belief that the 
Armageddon solution is one to be 
anticipated with positive glee? 

“As Barack Obama is gradually 
learning, his job is to be the president 
of all Americans at all times. The man 
he has chosen to deliver his inaugu- 
ral invocation is a relentless clerical 
businessman who raises money on 
the proposition that certain—non- 
Christians, the wrong kind of Chris- 
tians, homosexuals, nonbelievers—are 
of less worth and littler virtue than his 
own lovely flock of redeemed and sal- 
vaged and paid-up donors. 

“This quite simply cannot stand. Is 
it possible that Obama did not know 
the ideological background of his lat- 
est pastor? Or is it possible that he 
does know the background of racism 
and superstition and sectarianism 
but thinks that it might be politically 
useful in attracting a certain constitu- 
ency? Either of these choices is pretty 
awful to contemplate.”—New York 
Times Syndicate 

This man no doubt would define 
liberal in its secondary sense as broad- 
minded: not bound by authoritarian- 


ism, orthodoxy, or traditional 
forms. But in this article he 
clearly ignores any part of the 
definition of liberal that exhib- 
its generosity of spirit. Among 
other caricatures of doctrine, he 
twists the idea of the uniqueness 
of Christ for salvation as being 
merely hateful and petty. For 
those who believe in scripture, 
however, it is simply a basic ten- 
ant of the faith. Increasingly I 
find that Christians are being 
ridiculed and that some attempt to 
marginalized simply for having a belief 
that others don’t hold. 

Jesus told us that in this world we 
would have trouble, but he also com- 
forted us with the assurance that we 
need not worry because he has over- 
come the world. That doesn’t mean 
we shouldn’t at times confront what is 
patently wrong from our point of view, 
but we need to remember that we need 
to do it liberally (with generosity of 
spirit) so that the truth of Christ and 
the love of Christ are not separated. 

I consider myself an orthodox, lib- 
eral, evangelical Christian—orthodox 
in that I believe the traditional Chris- 
tian faith is relevant for today, liberal 
in that I want to be generous in spirit 
even with those with whom I disagree 
so that true dialogue can happen, and 
evangelical because I believe, as Living 
Faith puts it: “We witness to God in 
Christ as the Way, the Truth, the Life, 
and invite others to accept from him 
the forgiveness of God. We are com- 
pelled to share this good news.” 

It is my earnest prayer that we 
would all know the “Truth that sets 
free and the Grace that builds up.” 


Rev. Calvin Brown is the editor of The 
Renewal Fellowship within the PCC. 
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Opening Doors in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 


WITH FILES 
FROM ACT 
INTERNATIONAL 


HEN VIOLENCE AND INSECURITY 
erupted in the eastern Democratic Re- 
public of Congo (DRG), Maria Buira, of 
Goma, opened her heart, and her door, to strangers. 
The decade-long war in the DRC has left over 
five million dead and hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple have been displaced into crowded camps around 
Goma. But another reality remains in the shadows: 
the many families who have welcomed fleeing stran- 
gers into their modest homes. The newcomers weigh 
heavily on the often meagre resources of the host 
families. Maria couldn’t stand to watch the thousands 
flock into refugee camps and suffer from malnutrition 
and disease. She took in 18 people fleeing from Masisi, 
demonstrating that it is often those with the least to 
spare who share the most. 
Standing at the entrance of her small wooden house 
in the heat of the midday sun, Maria said, “I couldn’t 
turn them away, but as they became too many, I started 
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to look for other places for some of them to stay. My 
house is small, you see.” She convinced the owner of 
an unfinished brick building around the corner to un- 
lock the gate and allow additional displaced families to 
camp at the construction site. 

At the unfinished doorstep of a brick house skele- 
ton, three families camp under a clumsily erected roof. 
Twagira, a 23-year-old mother of four children was 
sitting on a pile of bricks, holding her six-month-old 
youngest child who was born into displacement. 

“We came all the way to Goma, because there was 
no security closer to our home village. By April we de- 
cided to return to at least try and cultivate our fields 
and produce a living... but had to flee again in July. 
Here in Goma we are at the mercy of others, there’s no 
land to cultivate. My husband goes out in town every 
day and looks for little things to do here and there to 
get paid 200, 300 francs [less than US $0.50] for doing 
small things for others,” said Twagira. 
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When asked if they were uncomfort- 
able she said, “There are no latrines. 
When it rains the water comes inside. 
We do not have mats, we sleep on those 
rocks... We just want to go home.” 
Byamungu, an 18-year-old young 
man who assisted the Action by 
Churches Together (ACT) Interna- 
tional team with their visit to the 
community, looked at children re- 
turning from school with envy. “I was 
in the third grade of secondary school 
back home. I did not run away under 
gun fire — I left because I heard the 
war was coming. And every time the war is coming, they come 
to the villages and recruit young boys by force. I did not want to 
become a fighter. I want to go back to school, but now I’m just 
concerned about helping out the family that is housing us here. I 
spend all day looking for small errands to do, to be able to bring at 
least something back to our host family at the end of the day.” 
PWS&D is working through the ACT International network to 
bring aid to generous host families and those who have been caught 
in the grip of war. By strengthening networks of private homes and 
local churches hosting the displaced, people can cope with displace- 
ment in a healthier and more secure environment than relocating 
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\ into overcrowded camps. This kind of 
grassroots hospitality embraces the 
stranger with healing and wholeness 
for a brighter future. 

Please open your heart to the plight 
of those caught in the turmoil of the 
DRC. You can help bring hope, oppor- 
tunity and relief. 


SUPPORT PWS&D’S RELIEF EFFORTS 


e Organize a fundraiser at your 
church for the displaced people of 
the DRC. Call 1-800-619-7301 ext. 293 
to learn how you can receive a video, 
posters and other resources to help share information. 

e Pray for the people left suffering, the people who have gener- 
ously taken in strangers and those working to bring aid. 

e Support PWS&D’s efforts in the DRC by mailing a cheque marked 
“DRC relief” to the office, donating through your church or online at 
www.presbyterian.ca/donate/pwsd, or call 1-800-619-7301 ext. 291. 


To receivé a copy of the full edition of PWSDevelopments, 
visit www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd/resources or call 
1-800-619-7301 ext. 293. 


Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: $ 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


EMAIL: 


Photos; Paul Jeffrey, ACT International 


Fel | would like to receive PWSDevelopments regularly (free) 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D or make an online donation at 
www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd 


PWS&D gratefully acknowledges all individuals and congregations who support 
the development and relief work of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 


From top left: Deborah Ssengendo and Rev. Sam Lwere 
in Hamilton; Sheila Harms and Lwere; St. Stephen’s, 
2006; the Sunday school presents a banner. 
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St. Cuthbert’s, Hamilton, builds a partnership in Uganda. 
BY NAN COOLSMA 


am and Deborah’s faces shone with such energy and 
excitement, it was hard to believe that just three days 
before they had travelled all the way from Uganda as 
guests of St. Cuthbert’s, Hamilton, Ont. Somehow I had 
expected them to appear more careworn. Both were leaving 
behind heavy responsibilities—Rev. Sam Lwere is the 
minister of St. Stephen’s Anglican in Mpererwe, Uganda, 
and Deborah Ssengendo is chair of the Good Samaritan 


Orphan Aid Project, which provides a stable environment 
for children orphaned by the AIDS pandemic. Yet here, at a 
party given in their honour, his face glowing, a compactly 
built Sam knelt on the floor, skillfully demonstrating to us 
an African game, while Deborah, dressed elegantly in a long 
fall-dappled gown, settled comfortably on the couch and 
chatted with our minister Cathy Stewart-Kroeker. 

Sam and Deborah’s visit was a peak event in the > 
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Joyce Lock and Peter Kennedy from St Cuthbert’s with some of the 
children and caregivers in front of St Stephen’s Hospital. 


At present, the Good Samaritan Project has placed 65 children within 
family units or with designated caregivers rather than in an orphanage 


developing friendship between our two 
congregations. The original purpose of 
our relationship was for St. Cuthbert’s 
to help support GSP financially in its 
plans to house and school the children. 
Yet from the beginning, we wanted to 
avoid the dangers of the donor-recip- 
ient model, and sought to find ways of 
nurturing much deeper relationships. 
In the past few years, several members 
of our congregation have experienced 
St. Stephen’s wonderful hospitality in 
a number of ways. Members have gone 
over to learn about life in Uganda, to 
study, and to write dissertations on 
topics which may prove beneficial in 
setting future policies. The purpose of 
this visit to Canada was to assess the 
progress of our partnership and to 
renew it for another three years with 
a formal agreement. And of course, 
to enable members of St. Stephen’s to 
get to know us in our natural setting, 
including the requisite visit to Niagara 
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Falls and Niagara-on-the-Lake, and a 
shopping excursion. 

At present, the Good Samaritan 
Project has placed 65 children within 
family units or with designated care- 
givers rather than in an orphanage. It 
supports these children by providing 
school fees, uniforms, and materials, 
as well as financial support to the care- 
givers for food and personal care prod- 
ucts. St. Cuthbert’s mission is to provide 
35 per cent of GSP’s funding. The 
congregation of St. Stephen’s Anglican 
provides about 15 per cent, through 
givings and revenue-generating 
projects like craft-making, beading, 
gardening, and woodworking. Where 
would the remaining 50 per cent come 
from? In Sam and Deborah’s words, 
“Somehow God will provide.” 

At the signing of the renewal of the 
partnership between St. Stephen’s and 
St. Cuthbert’s, we exchanged banners. 
Their messages sum up the growing 


together of our two communities: 

From St. Cuthbert’s Sunday school, 
decorated by the multicoloured hand- 
prints of the children: “We are one in 
the Spirit; we are one in the Lord” 

From St. Stephen’s, adorned by a 
branch: “May the partnership between 
Cuthbert’s and the Good Samaritan 
Project of St. Stephen’s COU, Mper- 
erwe, bear fruits like a tree by the 
riverside.” 


Nan Coolsma is a member at St. Cuthbert’s, 
Hamilton, Ont. For additional information: 
www.stcuthberts.ca. 
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THEOLOGY 101 


Two Kinds of 
Knowledge 


Religious and Scientific faiths. By JOSEPH MCLELLAND 


oth religion and science begin 

with a kind of faith; the scien- 

tist’s beliefin an orderly universe 
is like religious trust. Einstein made 
this clear: “I assert that the cosmic 
religious experience is the strongest 
and the noblest driving force behind 
scientific research. ... The basis of all 
scientific work is the conviction that 
the world is an ordered and compre- 
hensive entity, which is a religious 
sentiment.” This relates to the “intu- 
ition” Einstein credits with being a 
formative influence on his develop- 
ment of the relativity theories. So: 
science must assume order but cannot 
explain where it came from. If a scien- 


tist tries, he becomes a philosopher— 
or theologian! 

The natural sciences show a passage 
from a mechanistic worldview domi- 
nated by “scale models” to a growing 
sense of the elusiveness of basic reality 
and a consequent reliance on meta- 
phor. The most striking example of this 
passage is the short history of atomic 
physics, in which an original model of 
the atom, Niels Bohr’s miniature solar 
system, taken as scale replica, failed 
to function under certain conditions 
and had to be complemented by a 
quite different model, that of energy 
quanta. Is this helpful for theology? 
The theory of relativity moved from 


special theory (1905) to general (1916), 
with physicists still seeking a grand 
unified theory. Similarly, the Church 
began with its special theory of Jesus 
as the Christ (Council of Nicaea, 325) 
then developed a general theory of 
the Tri-unity (Council of Chalcedon, 
381) but still has to work out a full » 


OVER THE COURSE OF 2009, THIS SERIES 
WILL DELVE INTO SOME OF THE BIG 
QUESTIONS ASKED BY ALL CHRISTIANS. 
YOU CAN FURTHER THINK THROUGH THESE 
IDEAS BY DISCUSSING THE QUESTIONS 
AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE WITH 

YOUR STUDY GROUP. 
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doctrine of the Spirit. Would this be 
a universal Spirit to address the ques- 
tion of Pluralism? We shall consider 
this in our final column. 

The West suffers from a cultural 
split—the common view sees science 
as objective, while religion is reduced 
to something subjective. This 
dangerous two-tiered view loses the 
unitary universe of scripture, of clas- 
sical thought, and of modern physics, 
which recognizes a world of contin- 
uous ‘fields.’ God’s interaction with us 
sets up, as it were, a coordinate system 
between two horizontal dimensions 
(our space-time continuum) and one 
vertical (our relation to God). This 
means that we do not try to use a 
divine engineer (God of gaps and 
zaps) to solve our problems, but we 
cooperate with the active presence 
who is free to inhabit creation without 
denying our free will. The scientist 
studies the natural 
order, causality, 
but religion recog- 


There can be no conflict between 
scientific and religious faiths, if they 
recognize their unity (along with the 
aesthetic) in explaining the world. The 
old warfare between them is surely over, 
and a fruitful dialogue between science 
and religion has arrived. Modern 
science could begin only when the 


Instead of assuming that Christianity is the centre, 


of this scriptural prelude is to see the 
world as divine creation, ordered and 
not chaotic—the point about Noah’s 
ark is not animals but the eight people 
who were saved, the mystic number of 
futurity and hope. 

Religion can also learn from scien- 
tific revolutions, like the radical shift 
in perspective from the Ptolemaic-Aris- 
totelian to the Copernican cosmology. 
Just as the geocentric (earth-centred) 
cosmology was displaced by the 
heliocentric (sun-centred), so the 
new map of the universe of faiths 
must shift from a Christianity- 
centered to a God-centered picture. 
This makes God central and the reli- 
gions like planets revolving around 
the Divine. Instead of assuming that 
Christianity is the centre, with other 
religions moving around it as errors, 
what if we see them all as moving 
around God, with their own varieties 
of faith and truth? 
Dear Reader, before 
you rush to judg- 


SS CANES Ae with other religions moving around it as errors, Ment about false 
a Ponce S what if we see them all as moving around God, °P'0n__“(erssy): 
to be said (like in , take a breath and 
Sue Westinctet with their own varieties of faith and truth? think ‘about mthis 
Confession) — that thesis. Judaism and 


there are four causes, three natural or 
secondary and the final (and hidden) 
cause of all, God’s will. But God works 
through second causes, so we should 
not look for miracles but rather exert 
our responsible stewardship—if there’s 
a geological fault, don’t build a city 
over it and blame God for the result! 
In our one world we have different 
objects and subjects to get to know, 
in ways appropriate to their nature. 
The Austrian Jewish philosopher 
Martin Buber’s famous distinction 
helps, between the “I-It” world which 
is objective, detached, passionless (it 
would be absurd to love a mere thing) 
and the “I-Thou” world which calls 
out the depths of my being as I relate 
to other persons, and all the more to 
loved ones—and absolutely to God. 
There may be two kinds of knowledge, 
but it is the same mind that thinks 
both ways, fully oneself only when 
related to human and divine being. 
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order of Greek heritage combined with 
the dependence of Hebrew heritage to 
make a contingent order capable of 
experimental exploration. The Bible 
teaches that the universe is created, but 
its account of how this happened is not 
science or history but Saga (Genesis 
1-11—the first Hebrew appears in 
11:14); hence arguments over evolu- 
tion or intelligent design mostly miss 
the mark. To take these opening chap- 
ters literally (a very modern thing 
to do; scripture was interpreted in a 
variety of ways until 19th century 
fundamentalism arose) means rejecting 
evolution, believing in an unbeliev- 
ably huge ship, and having languages 
originate at the Tower of Babel—you’d 
also have to accept the 17th-century 
Archbishop Ussher’s notorious chro- 
nology: counting all the years in the 
Old Testament means that the creation 
occurred in 4004 BC (October 23!). But 
to understand the religious intention 


Islam are cousins (Abraham as grand- 
father), Hinduism was born long 
before the Hebrews appeared, and 
Buddhism about the same time as the 
Hebrew prophets, both developing a 
faith that includes belief in a Saviour. 
So we need to listen to their witness, 
shifting from the old imperialism of 
mission (which assumed that we speak 
and they listen), comparing Saviours 
for instance—before expecting them 
to hear our part. Is there the same 
truth in their devotion as in ours? Are 
they rivals or partners or what? And 
(our newest hot topic): what does 
‘uniqueness’ mean in such two-way 
dialogue? More to come... & 


Rev. Dr. Joseph McLelland is professor 
emeritus at McGill University and Pres- 
byterian College, Montreal. His latest 
book is Pluralism Without Relativism: 
Religious Studies a la Mode, Clement 
Publishing. 
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eaching the 
Teaching Elders 


Calvin's case for theological education. BY JOHN VISSERS 


ohn Calvin arrived at his convictions concerning the 

need for a learned leadership honestly. In the first 

place, Calvin himself was a thoughtful and thoroughly 

ducated minister. In addition to his training as a lawyer, 

he was steeped in the best of Christian humanist learning. 
And he was a reformer who understood the importance 
of education in consolidating the gains of the Protestant 
Reformation in Geneva. Above all else, he thought this 
meant that the people of God needed to know their Bibles. 
Catechizing, or teaching, became paramount because the 
Christian citizens of Geneva were expected to have more 
than a passing acquaintance with holy scripture and the 
doctrines of the Reformed faith. 

That’s why, when he returned to Geneva in 1541 to lead 
the church, Calvin began to make a case for theological 
education. According to The Ecclesiastical Ordinances there 
were to be four offices in the church: pastors (ministers or 
teaching elders), teachers (doctors), elders, and deacons. 
Candidates for the ministry “were to be examined in two 


main areas: on their doctrine and on their morals.” 

In terms of doctrine (i.e. teaching), those who wished to 
become ministers had to have “a good and sound knowledge 
of scripture, an ability to communicate it clearly to people in 
an edifying way, and an understanding and commitment to 
the Reformed doctrines held in Geneva.” 

How were they to acquire such knowledge? Well, between 
1541 and 1559 in Geneva, the theological education of minis- 
ters took place primarily within the church, in three ways. 
First, students were expected to attend some or all of the 20 
weekly services taking place in the city parishes. Secondly, 
they could attend the daily public lectures on the Bible offered 
by Calvin and other doctors in the cathedral church. 

And third, they could participate in the weekly congrega- 
tions or gatherings of ministers, teachers, and interested lay 
people, the so-called Company of Pastors. They were espe- 
cially encouraged to be present at special monthly meet- 
ings when the group organized disputations to discuss and 
argue points of interpretation and doctrine. > 
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In addition, of course, personal study was expected: the 
Old and New Testaments (in the original languages!), to be 
sure; but Calvin’s handbook of theology, The Institutes of the 
Christian Religion, was also required reading. In fact, Calvin 
constantly revised his summary exposition of Christian 
doctrine with students for the ministry in mind. 

For almost two decades that was the character of theo- 
logical education in Geneva under Calvin’s influence: it was 
intended to be comprehensive, communal, and continuing. 
In short, Calvin believed that it took a whole church to raise 
a competent minister! 

The year 1559 marked two important milestones for 
Calvin’s legacy in theological education. First, he published 
the final edition of The Institutes, which had by then 
become the primary textbook for theological study in many 
reformed churches. And second, the Academy of Geneva 
was inaugurated. 

It would be wrong to say that the creation of the academy 
was a result of Calvin’s work alone. It was, however, the 
fulfillment of a vision he had for the church and for the 
city: a first-class institution of learning committed to the 
training of reformed leadership. 

From the start, the academy was full of students. And 
through a series of circumstances it was able to attract 
some of the brightest and the best to its teaching faculty 


The Presbyterian College 
Montreal 
announces the annual 


Alison Stewart-Patterson 
Entrance Scholarship 


for a woman candidate for ordained ministry 
studying at the College. 


(The award will take into account contribution 
to church life and economic need, 
as well as academic abilities.) 


For information, contact: 
Dr. John Vissers, Principal 
The Presbyterian College 

3495 University Street 

Montreal, OC H3A 2A8 
(514) 288-5256 
info@presbyteriancollege.ca 
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from across Europe. As a result, the school cemented the 
best innovations of humanistic scholarship and teaching 
method into the Protestant consciousness. 

As a theological school, the academy sought to bring 
together the discipline of theology with the practice of 
pastoral ministry. This distinguished it from many of the 
late medieval universities, which often had highly educated 
and sophisticated theologians, while the clergy were poorly 
trained elsewhere. 

The academy was a remarkable achievement and it 
became a pattern for Protestant theological education 
in France, Germany, the Netherlands, and in Scotland— 
including St. Andrew’s, Glasgow, and Edinburgh, after 
which our own Presbyterian theological schools in Canada 
were originally modelled. 

All that being said, is there anything to be learned from 
Calvin as a theological educator for us today? Our time is 
different. We live after the scientific, industrial, and tech- 
nological revolutions that have transformed Western ways 
of learning. We live in an increasingly secular, religiously 
pluralistic, and postmodern era, alongside people of different 
faiths and no faith at all. Church-state relations today look 
very different from the way they looked in Calvin’s Geneva. 
And Christianity is now a global phenomenon—cultur- 
ally diverse, with increasing sensitivities to issues of race, 
ethnicity, class, gender identity, and sexual orientation. 

Nevertheless, there are lessons in Calvin. The most 
important is simply this: John Calvin affirmed the neces- 
sity of theological education. He believed in the need for 
a learned leadership at all levels, especially ministers and 
elders. He believed it was the responsibility of the church 
to see to it that the teaching elders were themselves taught, 
both prior to and during their ministries. 

In our time, we often assume that it’s easy to be a minister, 
and that anyone can do it. The temptation to dumb it down 
persists. But it is simply not true that you don’t need to 
know very much in order to be a church leader. If anything, 
we are living at a time when the church desperately needs 
leaders who know more, who are wise about what they 
know, and who can articulate biblical faith clearly, credibly, 
and compellingly, especially in the public realm. 

Theological education in the tradition of Calvin, then, 
builds on that firm foundation of faith and learning. It may 
not be everything—but it was, for Calvin, the essential on 
which everything else necessary for transformative leader- 
ship depended. 

That, in sum, is Calvin’s case for theological education. Five 
hundred years later it sounds simple, and yet rather compel- 
ling: teaching elders need to be taught the things of God. @ 


John Vissers is Principal of The Presbyterian College, Montreal. He 
is indebted to Knox College, The Toronto School of Theology, and 
Princeton Theological Seminary for his theological education. His 
book, The Neo-Orthodox Theology of W. W. Bryden, is about 
a great educator. 
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A story about God’s way 
with the world. 
BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


March 1, 2009 (Lent 1): Genesis 9:8-17 


hristians have wasted a lot of 

time arguing over supposed 

scientific proofs that stories 
like Noah’s really happened. Whether 
or not they are factual by our measure, 
such stories are true. They communi- 
cate greater truth than anything we 
can prove. 

Noah’s story echoes other an- 
cient stories. So, maybe, something 
happened thousands of years ago 
that wiped out the only world some 
people knew, in what is now Iraq and 
Syria. Maybe Noah’s story answers 
the how and the why of a rainy-sea- 
son flood of the Tigris and Euphrates 
Rivers. Sudden climatic changes and 
extremes are nothing new. Noah’s 
story, from the first time it was told, 
has invited people to look up from 
their everyday lives and see some- 
thing of the mystery of God’s ways 
with the world. 

It tells us that, a long time ago, God 
voluntarily disarmed. No truce. Ab- > 


solute surrender. Noah’s story tells us 
that the violence humanity made on 
earth broke God’s heart. In agony, God 
said, “I’m sorry I created any of them. 
I wish I hadn’t made this world!” 
(Genesis 6:5-13) God chose the way 
of violence, to end human violence. 
And when God saw the results, God 
repented. God told Noah, “I’ve hung 
up my bow, and I'll never take it down 
again. Whenever I see it, I'll remember 
my promise.” 

Some people say these words just 
mean God won’t cause another flood. 


They look forward to God’s violence 
by other means: fire from the sky, 
earthquakes and boiling seas, fam- 
ine, pestilence, and the like. Those 
images come from the Bible, after all. 
Some people dare to plan violence, 
insist on violence, and do it in the 
name of God. 

God didn’t tell Noah, “I'll never get 
mad again, and I’ll never warn you of 
the consequences of your sins.” God 
didn’t stop faithful people imagining, 
telling dangerous stories, if that’s what 
it takes to get through to us. God > 
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Are we, in our shrinking third of the world, 
frightened by our power? Our freedom. 
Our knowledge. Our wealth 
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didn’t say, “Whenever you get violent 
again, I”ll stop you.” That one, we 
wish God had promised! 

God said, “I won’t make another 
flood of water to destroy the world.” 
To the storytellers of Genesis, deep wa- 
ter was where God wasn’t. Before the 
world was created, there was water. If 
that water came back, creation would 
be un-created. 

Maybe those ancient storytellers 
believed God was frightened by God’s 
own strength! 

Are we, in our shrinking third of the 
world, frightened by our power? Our 
freedom. Our knowledge. Our wealth. 
The rate at which we consume the 
world’s resources, and pollute the 
land, sea, and sky. The way so many 
people in the Two-Thirds World watch 
us, and depend on us. And, more and 
more, hate us because we are so power- 
ful. Doesn’t that frighten us, and call 
us to repentance? 

According to Noah’s story, human- 


ity started to make a mess of things as 
soon as the flood subsided. Noah got 
drunk, and his family was torn apart 
by sheer stupidity. The best they could 
do was to establish capital punish- 
ment, and promote slavery for dark- 
skinned people. This is what we tend 
to do with our power and freedom. 

How often does God look, longing- 
ly, at that bow, hung up high on the 
wall of heaven? Look, and turn away. 

What does this mean for us, today? 

Can we say violence is the only an- 
swer to violence? No. 

Can we say war is the only response 
to aggression? No. 

Can we say power is ours to use as 
we please, even if it hurts or destroys 
God’s creation? No. 

Can we ever lose hope that justice 
will prevail, and peace will flourish on 
the earth? No. @ 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe lives and 
teaches in Halifax. 
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’s Last Chance 


Sometimes the worst 
news is the best. 
BY PHIL CALLAWAY 


LLIs I RAY 


ne month before Christmas, 

Ed sat in disbelief listening 

to a doctor’s shocking news. 
At the age of 49, he had colon cancer. 
The words struck him over and over 
like a baseball bat: “The cancer is very 
advanced. I’ve seen other cases like this 
and it’s highly unlikely that your body 
can fight it more than six months. 
We'll do all we can to help you, but 
you had better get your affairs in order. 
I’m so sorry.” 

Driving home _ through the 
blinding tears, the disbelief turned 
to shock. As one of Canada’s most 
successful oil executives, Ed was accus- 
tomed to controlling things. With a 
spacious office high atop a Calgary 
skyscraper, everything he could ask 
for was waiting to be summoned. He 
wondered how he would tell his wife. 
They’d hardly spoken all week. All 
year, for that matter. 

As he cradled her in his arms and 
told her the diagnosis, she broke down 
and wept. After a sleepless night, Ed 
called the office. For the first time in 
17 years, he would not be at work. His 
work meant everything to him, what 
would he do without it? He could have 
retired long ago, but it kept him from 
facing a string of broken relationships. 

How would he tell his three chil- 
dren? They lived nearby, but they 
were strangers now. And what about 
the grandchildren? Would they even 


remember him? Would they care? Each 
year on their birthdays he had his secre- 
tary mail them cards, then Christmas 
gifts of her choosing, but he seldom 
saw them, and he’d never been able to 
get their names straight. Should I call 


a minister, he wondered? But church 
hadn't been a part of his life since his 
wedding day. He hadn’t the time for 
it. Besides, who would he call? What 
would he say? Was he a Baptist or a 
Buddhist? He hadn’t a clue. > 
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Thankfully Ed was wrong. His chil- 
dren were devastated by the news of 
his illness. For the first time ever, they 
saw their father reduced to tears. And 
they heard the words he’d never told 
them: “I love you.” That night, an old 
friend from college called. He’d heard 
the news. He was a minister. Could 
they go out for breakfast? How did 
eight o’clock sound? 

The next day after steak and eggs, 
Ed and his wife booked 12 tickets to 
Mexico, enough to take their children, 
their spouses, and all the grandchil- 
dren for two weeks. 

Surrounded by family, he began 
to wonder where he’d been all these 
years. He watched them frolic in the 
surf. Back home, he went to see his 
doctor. He had never been ushered 
into a doctor’s office so quickly. Seated 
behind a desk, Ed noticed that the 
doctor’s face was the colour of a snow- 


ball. “Ed, I don’t know how to tell you 
this, but we’ve made a terrible mistake. 
We ... uh ... got the files mixed up. 
You're healthy as a horse.” 

Ed couldn’t bear to hope that the 
doctor’s words were true. He sat still, 
unable to utter a word. 

Finally he lurched to his feet and 
let out a boisterous laugh. 

“You’re wondering about a lawsuit, 


aren’t you, Doc?” 

“Um ... uh,” stammered the doctor, 
“Yes we are.” 

Ed couldn’t stop laughing. “How 
could I sue?” he grinned. “You see, 
Doctor, I was a workaholic. The only 
thing I valued was money. It was all 
I could see. Then came your diag- 
nosis. It changed everything. I made 
things right with my kids. I know 
my grandchildren’s names and they 
know mine. I’ve made things right 
with God too. I’m going to church 
again and I’ve never been more alive 
in my life. Thank you, thank you. 
The worst news I ever received turned 
out to be the best.” Then Ed grabbed 
and embraced the most surprised 
and grateful doctor in the history of 
medicine. @ 


Phil Callaway is a best-selling author and 
speaker. Visit him at laughagain.org 


For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only son... 
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None of as leaves this life without having given 
everything away — to someone, somewhere. 


The only qaestion for us is this: to whom do we want 
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Everything Must Change: 
Jesus, Global Crises and 
a Revolution of Hope 

By Brian D. McLaren 


ust after Christmas, the violence of 

War was once again used in Gaza 

and Israel to try to bring about 

eace. Weaponry was used to stand 
up for good goals. Hamas wanted 
the economic restrictions of Gaza to 
be stopped so they launched rockets 
into civilian areas of Israel. The Israeli 
government had the goal of making 
sure their people could live in safety. 
So, they launched an offensive with 
their army in order to stop Hamas from 
being able to launch their rockets. 
As a result, before there was a cease- 
fire in mid-January, 
Over one thousand 
Palestinians and 13 
Israelis were killed. 
This war is just one 
example of why I 
believe that we need 
to find another way to handle the 
crises that happen in our world. 

Brian McLaren in his book, Every- 
thing Must Change looks at how our 
world society functions based upon 
three interrelated systems. The Pros- 
perity System is the way we build our 
wealth in order to live. Our Equity 
System helps us to distribute our wealth. 
The Security System seeks to protect us. 
McLaren believes that the dominant 
framework story which humans use to 


| 


BRIAN 0. MCLAREN 


The belief that we are in a life and death 
competition with each other means that we need 
to put our trust and our resources into weaponry 
rather than peacemaking and reconciliation 


run these three systems is unsustain- 
able, and ultimately suicidal. 
According to McLaren, the framing 
story that dominates our human lives 
is that we are god-like beings, with 
god-like privileges. Our goal of maxi- 
mizing Our possessions and pleasures 
means that we do not need to manage 
our consumptions. The belief that we 
are in a life and death competition 
with each other means that we need 
to put our trust and our resources into 


weaponry rather than peacemaking 
and reconciliation. 

The reality that this framing story 
controls so much is confirmed in the 
growing gap between the rich and the 
poor in the world and within nations. 
It is obscenely manifest in the fact 
that “according to the United Nations, 
$80 billion could provide all the poor 
in the world with clean water, basic 
health care, basic education, and basic 
nutrition. With global income at $8 
trillion per year, this represents only 
one per cent of the world’s income, 
and less than 10 per cent of the world’s 
military budget (without including US 
costs for the war in Iraq).” 

McLaren declares that Jesus’ teaching 
addresses these problems by calling us to 
a new framework story 
where God, our Creator, 
“wants us to pursue 
virtue, collaboration, 
peace, and mutual care 
for one another and for 
all living creatures.” This 
means that the Kingdom of God that 
Jesus teaches and lives out is a direct chal- 
lenge to the way that Kingdoms of this 
world work. In the first century, Jesus’ 
ministry challenged the Roman Empire. 
In the 21st century, Jesus’ ministry chal- 
lenges the governments of this world. 
In his book, McLaren focuses especially 
on his own country of the United States. 
But I believe the challenge is just as true 
for Canada. 

The good news of God’s love, > 
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which Jesus came to share with the 
world, is meant to begin in this life. 
Here and now is the time for “the new 
heaven and the new earth” to be real- 
ized. Our calling as Jesus’ disciples is 
to receive the blessing of God, so that 
we can be a blessing to everyone in the 
world, and all of creation. 

McLaren’s imagination helps us to 
see our calling as followers of Jesus: 
“When groups of seemingly disparate 
people defect and band together in 
the way of Jesus, they form what we 
might call unterror cells. They secretly 
plot detonations of hope. They quietly 
conspire to set off explosions of sponta- 
neous kindness. They plan gentle coup 
d’etats to replace regimes of domi- 


nation and oppression with move- 
ments of empowerment and service. 
In a complete overthrow of violent 
terrorism, they fly airplanes of gener- 
osity into towers of need and plant 
improvised encouragement devices by 
roadsides and in neighborhoods every- 
where, seeking God’s kingdom and 
God’s equity.” 

When I think about the wars in 
the world, I find myself wondering 
‘what if?’ What if a group of people 
decided to repent from the usual 
way of handling conflict through 
violence, and chose spontaneous 
kindness instead? What would ‘the 
enemy’ be able to argue in the arena 
of worldwide media? What possible 
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justification could either side have to 
continue to drop bombs that lead to 
destruction and fear? 

Brian McLaren’s book provokes us to 
ask questions like these. It also encour- 
ages us to see that we all face the same 
challenges. All of us face the temptation 
to solve our problems through violence 
that we think will eventually lead us to 
peace. All of us have the opportunity to 
hear the good news of Jesus, and follow 
in his way by seeking peace through 
actions of compassion. @ 


Rev. Mark Gedcke is the minister of 
Calvin, Kitchener, Ont. 
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FROM THE 


MODERATOR 


Time to Pray 


Prayer is essential in a busy world. 


BY REV. CHEOL SOON PARK 


weekdays?” He looked at me 

with a mix of curiosity and 
sympathy as he threw this question. 
He was new in town, opening a retail 
business and I was on my visitation—a 
kind of welcoming visit as the pastor. 
Obviously he was not a Christian. 

We are living in a society where 
we deal with more things than we 
are occasionally capable of managing. 
When we finally take a day—or even 
half a day—off out of our busy sche- 
dule, invariably something happens 
or some people show up at the door 
as if they had been watching us from 
the corner. There is always a long list 
of things waiting for our immediate 
attention. Children, work, relation- 
ships, marriage, money, housework, 
and many others. (Of course, there is 
church!) It seems endless. Have you 
ever wondered why the quality of life 
has not improved although we have 
a more things than our ancestors did? 
Because, we are too busy to enjoy 
them. Too many good things can 
make our life worse. 

As we look into Jesus’ life, we can’t 
believe how busy he was. People just 
kept showing up. They didn’t have 
any concept of courtesy. No reserva- 
tion was required. It was like a walk-in 
clinic open for 24 hours, all year 
around for everyone. And Jesus was 
the only doctor in town. Amazingly, 
he met with all of them. He spoke 
and people listened. He touched and 
people were cured. He preached and 
people repented. They kept on coming 
and he kept on working. No break, just 


4d S: what do you do during 
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work. People found absolute peace 
and rest in him. But there were always 
more people waiting for him. It seemed 
endless. Yet he didn’t show any sign of 
fatigue. How could he do it? 

Before Jesus started his ministry, 
he was led by the Holy Spirit into 
the wilderness and he spent 40 days 
in prayer and fasting. As he called 
his disciples, Jesus prayed first. He 
prayed as he performed miracles. He 
went away from the crowd after a 
busy day’s work to pray. Sometimes 
Jesus spent the whole night praying. 
He prayed as he constituted the Lord’s 
Table. Jesus prayed as he faced the 
cross. He prayed on the cross. Jesus 
taught his people how to pray but 
more importantly, he prayed himself 
first. It was not the theory he taught, 
it was his life. 

Now it is clear where the strength 
of Jesus’ ministry came from. It was 
from his prayer life. We are in the 
middle of Lent, the season in which 
we prepare ourselves for the cross 
of Jesus Christ and his resurrection 
through repentance and prayer. Many 
Christians use this season to read the 
Bible and pray more regularly. Others 
follow a certain ritual reminding them 
of the true meaning of the cross and 
resurrection. When was the last time 
you prayed with passion and determi- 
nation? Today many Christians are too 
busy even to pray. Jesus prayed more 
as his life was getting hectic. He didn’t 
pray in his leisure time. He made time 
to pray. Instead of dry elaborations, 
he knelt down before God and poured 
out his heart and mind. He confessed, 


then he waited and listened to God. 
Prayer is the probably the most impor- 
tant heritage of Christian spiritual 
life. Prayer is the channel by which 
we reach God. It is the path to God’s 
dimension. Through prayer we come 
to realize God’s intension. Through 
prayer we receive the strength to 
accept God’s intention as our inten- 
tion. Through prayer we have the 
commitment to live our faith. 

It is time to pray. Please pray for 
the government of Canada, the global 
economy, for people who are suffering 
in the current economic crisis, and the 
soldiers who defend freedom around 
the world. Please pray for the leader- 
ship of the church and for yourselves. 
But most of all, please pray that we 
may pray as Jesus prayed. “Father, if 
you are willing, take this cup from 
me; yet not my will, but your will be 
done.” (Luke 22:42) It is time to pray 
for yourself and others. @ 


Ee 


Rev. Cheol Soon Park 
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REGIONAL MINISTER 


The Presbytery of Temiskaming is seeking a full-time Minister for a 
three year Canada Ministries appointment for ordained ministry in support of 
lay ministry in small northeastern Ontario transitioning congregations. 


ft 


smog 
man 
eure 


THE REGIONAL MINISTER WILL: * Provide direction, support, and 


~CAMP DIRECTOR 


CAMP KANNAWIN, 
Sylvan Lake, Alberta 


The Job Description, Application 
Form and General Camp 
Information are available at 
www.synodabnw.ca/camp/ 


For further information 
please contact 
Glen & Marg Befus: 
403-286-1609 


PRESBYTERIAN 


RECORD 


Call today 
to place your 


Employment 
ad here 


Contact Carol McCormick at 
905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: 
cmccormick@canadads.com 


* Provide training, support, and 


knowledge in transitioning ministry 


supervision for congregational structure 
Lay Ministry in the currently 
participating congregations in 
Cochrane, Kapuskasing, Kirkland 
Lake, and Timmins 


The Temiskaming Regional Ministry is an 
innovative structure of ministry supported 
by Canada Ministries, Presbytery, and 
participating congregations. 


* Moderate the sessions and provide 


sacramental ministry Anne Jamieson, Chair 


* Lead worship on a rotating basis in Regional Ministry Committee 
each church Presbytery of Temiskaming 
: ; a 1 Ottawa Street 
* Assist each congregation in attainin Kapuskasing, ON P5N 1Y4 


it's five year ministry goal ajamieso@onlink.net 


EXECUTIVE POSITION WITHIN THE 
LIFE AND MISSION AGENCY 


The Presbyterian Church in Canada, through the Life and Mission 
Agency, is inviting applications for the executive position of Associate 
Secretary, The Vine at the national office in Toronto. The Associate 
Secretary will actively assist congregations find and use resources 
helpful to their ministries, looking at and producing new resources in 
renewal and revitalization. A complete position description is available 
on the webpage at www.presbyterian.ca/vinesearch 


Please apply in writing with resume to: 


The deadline for receiving applications is FRIDAY, MAY 1ST, 2009 


Applications should be submitted to: 

The General Secretary, Life and Mission Agency 
50 Wynford Dr., Toronto ON M3C 1J37 

Email: rfeee@presbyterian.ca 


Grace Church Presbyterian 


Our church is looking for a Senior Pastor, to provide Bible-rooted preaching complemented with 
visionary and inspired guidance for our congregation, our active lay leadership and our staff. 


Situated at the eastern edge of Toronto, Grace is a welcoming inclusive body of believers at different 


stages of their continuing walk with Christ. Our traditional and contemporary services reflect the 
church’s and our community’s diversity in age, culture, ethnicity and familial groups. 


With a passion for God and for people, we are discipling, serving and growing together in Christ. We 


would like our new minister to continue to build that momentum with us. 


Contact Andrew Allison, Interim Moderator (905) 852-5921 x225, or andrew@saintpauls.ca 
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Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Miramichi, N.B., Ferguson Grace and St. 
James pastoral charge; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Derek Krunys, 206 Wellington St., 
Miramichi, NB E1N 1M7; 506-773-5130; 
dkrunys@hotmail.com. 

Pictou, N.S., St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jeanette Fleischer, PO Box 142, 
River John, NS BOK 1NO; 902-351-2219 (s) 
or 902-351-2473 (h); 
jen.fleisch@ns.sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND 

EASTERN ONTARIO 

Ottawa, Ont., Gloucester; Full-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. Adrian Auret, 
PO Box 609, Manotick,ON K4M 1A6; 
613-692-4228; adrian.auret@rogers.com. 

Quebec City, Que., St. Andrew’s; Full-time 
minister effective April 2009; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Giancarlo Fantechi, 106-97 
Oxford Cres., Sherbrooke, QC J1M 2G3; 
819-566-5962; gfantechi@sympatico.ca. 

Stittsville, Ont., St. Andrew’s; Full-time 
single-point charge; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Ruth Houtby, 174 First Ave., Ottawa, 
ON K1S 2G4; 613-235-0910; 
rhoutby@rogers.com. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 

ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Barrie, Essa Road; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Heather Malnick, c/o Living Faith 
Community Presbyterian Church, 

206 Murphy Rd., Baxter, ON LOM 1B1; 
705-424-0779; livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Bermuda, St. Andrew’s; Full-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Bryn MacPhail, 

c/o St. Giles Kingsway Presbyterian Church, 
15 Lambeth Rd., Toronto, ON M9A 2Y6; 
416-233-8591; bryn31@rogers.com. 

Cambridge, St. Andrew's Galt; Minister of 
Word and Sacrament, Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Bill Bynum, c/o St. Andrew's 
Galt Presbyterian Church, 130 Victoria Ave., 
Cambridge, ON N1S 1Y2;knoxpreston@ 
golden.net. 

East Oro, Esson, Jarratt, Willis, Orillia, 
Uptergrove churches; Full-time minister for 
three charges in Presbytery of Barrie; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Tim Raeburn-Gibson, c/o 
First Presbyterian Church, 200 Maple St., 
Collingwood, ON L9Y 2R2; 705-445-4651; 
trg@georgian.net. 

Erin, Burns, Ospringe, Knox; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Sean Howard, PO Box 433, 
Campbellville, ON LOP 1B0; 905-854-5145; 
sean@nassagaweya.com. 

Grand Valley, shared ministry of Knox and 
Trinity United; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Harvey Self, PO Box 276, Orangeville, 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, REGINA 


is seeking a Minister of Word and Sacrament 


We are a downtown church situated in a culturally vibrant area of Regina, a 
thriving city of 200,000 and a great community for families. We have membership 
of 240, with good potential for congregational growth. Our large, beautiful 
sanctuary and Christian Education wing serve many purposes, both internal 
and community. We earnestly seek a minister who can lead us in meaningful 
worship, provide pastoral care, guide us in our outreach at local and global 


levels, and in our urgent need to engage 
younger generations. 


Please contact our Interim Moderators: 
Rey. Ina Golaiy - golaiy@sasktel.net 


Rev. Devon Pattemore - knoxpresb@sasktel.net 


c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
2170 Albert St., Regina, SK. S4P 2T9 
306-522-9571 
Website: http://www. firstpresregina.ca 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
All notices of pulpit vacancies will be charged to 
the congregation: $40 minimum for one-time 
insertion or $25 per insertion for four or more. 
This charge applies to all congregations. 

Contact the Record office regarding items 

for this column, 


ON LOW 2Z7;519-941-1334: 
tweedsmuirpresbyterian@bellnet.ca. 

Guelph, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Angus 
Sutherland, 75 Grand Ave. N., Cambridge, ON 
N1S 2L1; ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com. 

New Liskeard, St. Andrew's; Full-time minister, 
single-point charge; Search Committee, 

PO Box 908, New Liskeard, ON POJ 1P0; 
705-647-8401; standrewsnl@parolink.net. 

North Bay, Calvin; Interim Moderator Rev. Les 
Drayer, 124 Carlo Cres., North Bay,ON P1B 
8B1; 705-495-4660; lesdrayer@cogeco.ca; 
www. calvinpresbyterianchurch.ca. 

Oro, Trinity Community; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Keith Boyer, 294 St.Vincent St., Barrie, 
ON L4M 4A1; keb-cvb@sympatico.ca. 

Peterborough, St. Stephen’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald, c/o Knox College, 
59 St. George St., Toronto, ON M6S 2E6; 
s.macdonald@utoronto.ca. 

Schomberg, Emmanuel; Half-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jeremy Lowther; 
905-857-2419; jlowther1845@rogers.com. 

Toronto, Beaches; Interim Moderator Rev. Alex 
Bisset, 662 Pape Ave., Toronto, ON M4K 355; 
416-850-7531; wabisset@rogers.com. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Atwood; Interim Moderator Reverend 
Cathrine Campbell, PO Box 477, 

Brussels, ON NOG 1H0; 519-887-9831; 
cecampbell@wightman.ca. 

Binbrook, Knox and Carluke, St. Paul's; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Garfield G. Havemann, 
c/o Chedoke Presbyterian Church, 865 
Mohawk Rd.W., Hamilton, ON L9C 7B9; 
ghavemann@chedokechurch.ca. 

Brantford, Knox and Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Pleasant; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Donald Young, 

11 White Oaks Ave., Brantford, ON N3R 
5N8;greenbrier@rogers.com. 

Dromore, Amos; Holstein, Knox; Normanby, 
Knox; three-point charge; Interim Moderator 
Jeremy Sanderson, PO Box 1632, 

Walkerton, ON NOG 2V0; 519-881-4222; 
knoxchurch@brucetelecom.com. > 


March 2009 | Presbyterian Record 45 


VACANCIES 


Duart; Part-time Minister; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Andrew Song, 551 Victoria Ave., PO Box 761; 
519-683-2442; andrewapack@gmail.com. 

Fort Erie, St. Andrew’s-Knox; Search Committee 
Chair David Randall, 495 Niagara Blvd., 

Fort Erie, ON L2A 3H2; 1-888-665-6681; dran- 
dall@cogeco.ca. 

Hamilton, St. Paul's; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Tom Billard, 1901 8th Concession 
West, RR 1,Cambridge,ON N1R 582; 
519-621-3023; tcbillard@rogers.com. 

Hanover, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jim Johnson, PO Box 256, Durham, ON 
NOG 1RO; 519-369-2181; revjimj@gmail.com. 

Kilmartin, Burns Mosa; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Kathy Fraser, c/o North Caradoc-St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, 8503 Scotchmere Dr., 
Strathroy,ON N7G 3H3; 519-245-8769; kfra- 
ser001@sympatico.ca. 

Listowel, Knox; Senior Minister; Interim Moderator 
Rev. James K. Stewart, PO Box 655, Milverton, 
ON NOK 1M0;519-595-8953; jamesk@cyg.net. 

Mitchell, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Glenn 
Kukkola, PO Box 129, Shakespeare, ON 
NOB 2P0; 519-625-8317; Church1 @cyg.net. 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, St. Andrew's; Interim 
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"Old Testament 
Voices” 


A New Mini Series 
at 


Knox College 
with 
Professor Brian Irwin 
March 16-April 6, 2009 


6:00-9:00 p.m. 


For information call: 
Susan Sheridan 
P: 416.946.8536 

E: knox.ewart@utoronto.ca 
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Moderator Rev. Martin Wehrmann, c/o 
515 Scott St., St. Catharines, ON L2M 3X3; 
905-646-0616; maw49@hotmail.com; 
www.standrewsniagara.com/26122.hml. 
Port Dover, Knox and Hagersville, St. Andrew's; 
two-point charge; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Kathy Morden, Knox Presbyterian Church, 
2058 Main St.N., Jarvis, ON NOA 1J0; 
519-587-2565; knoxchal@bellnet.ca. 
Tiverton, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Susan 
Samuel, 345 Durham St., Kincardine, ON N2Z 
1Y6; 519-396-2311; ssamuel@bmts.com. 
Wallaceburg, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Mike Maroney, c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
60 Fifth St., Chatham, ON N7M 4V7; 
519-352-2313; maroney@firstchatham.org. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Flin Flon, Man., St. Andrew's; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3K 0L1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mts.net. 

Portage la Prairie, Man., First; Interim Moderator 
Rev. David Wilson, 22 Linden Blvd., Brandon, 
MB R7B 1B9; dwilsguy@mts.net. 

Thunder Bay, Ont., First; Interim Moderator Bert 
Vancook, 207 S. Brodie St., Thunder Bay, 

ON P7E 1C1;presby1@tbaytel.net. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE NORTHWEST 

Calgary, Alta., Centennial; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Helen Smith, 6 Rocky Vista Terrace 
NW, Calgary, AB T3G 5G5; 403-592-1661; 
hsmith1106@gmail.com. 

Sherwood Park, Alta., Sherwood Park; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Heinrich Grosskopf, c/o 
Dayspring Presbyterian Church, 11445 40 
Ave. NW, Edmonton, AB T6J OR4; 780-293- 
0618; dpcrev@telus.net. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 

Vancouver, Vancouver Taiwanese; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Roberta Clare, 101-6230 
Thunderbird Blvd., Vancouver, BC V6T 124; 
604-822-1680; clare@standrews.edu. 

Victoria, St. Andrew’s; Full-time assistant 
minister, three-year call; Convener Search 
Committee Colina Titus, c/o St. Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church, 680 Courtenay St., 
Victoria, BC V8W 1C1; 250-384-5734; 
colina.titus@gmail.com. 


Obituaries 


BRISBIN, JAMES, grew up in First, Port 
Colborne, Ont. He was chairman of the 
board of managers at St. Andrew’s, Belleville, 
Ont., an elder at St. Andrew’s, Pickering, 
Ont., and a member of St. Andrew’s, 
Guelph, Ont., for 25 years after retiring from 
teaching. His church family was central 
to his identity. Jim died on September 23, 
2008, after a short battle with cancer. He is 
sorely missed by his wife of 61 years, Helen 
(MacDonald), his three children, six grand- 
children, and two great-grandchildren. 


CIVALIER, ELEANOR, aged 97, a life-long 
member and elder of First, Chatham, Ont. 


DUPUIS, ISOBEL HORRICHS, a long-time and 
faithful member of St. Andrew’s, Perth, 
Ont., passed away in September in her 
95th year. A registered nurse by profession 
and a graduate of Ewart College in the 
mid-1930s, Isobel served in both Kenora, 
Ont., and Wierdale, Sask., as a deaconess 
for several years. She is survived by a step- 
son Ted (Frances) of Pembroke, Ont., and 
his family. 


ESDALE, BARBARA JOAN, in Brantford, Ont., 
on January 6, 2009, in her 71st year. Prede- 
ceased by her parents Grace and Hugh 
Esdale; dear mother of Martha Carmichael 
of Calgary, Alta.; loving grandmother of 
Meaghan and Jareth; sister of Carol Esdale, 
John Esdale, Earl Esdale (Merna) and 
Margaret Rodger (Brian deceased). Joan 
was an elementary school teacher in the 
Whitby, Ont., area from 1959 to 1965 and 
an employee at national church offices in 
Toronto from 1987 to 2003. 


MURCHISON, JEAN M., long-time faithful 
member of Presbyterian churches in 
Goderich, Tillsonburg, Simcoe, Sault Ste. 
Marie, and Islington, Ont., died December 
7, 2008, in Goderich at age 80. Jean 
served in various ladies’ groups, board of 
managers, choir and Sunday school but 
her special interest was in the Women’s 
Missionary Society. 


PARRY, DOUGLAS HOWARD, died Friday, 
December 19, 2008, at Chatham-Kent Health 
Alliance at the age of 92. Doug was a life-long 
member of New St. Andrew’s, Dover, Ont. @ 
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Study Guides for Theology 101: 

Two Kinds of Knowledge (March) 

The Facebooking God (February) 
Speaking of God January) 


Be certain to seek out the additional People and Places 
stories and letters available only on the website. 


Look for more hidden gems each month on our website. 


And coming soon, a new interactive website to continue 
the Presbyterian conversation. 
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KIDS PAGE 


Called to Wonder 


CREATED BY ERIN WALTON 


With the arrival of Lent, we begin to reflect on the life and 
resurrection of Jesus. During this time, you may be wondering... 
why did Jesus have to suffer? 


Jesus could see a lot of evil and bad things in the world. He gave himself up to die ona 
cross because he believed it would show people that love can overcome evil. Jesus’ death 
on the cross is a powerful expression of God's love for people. 

Jesus cared deeply for people and cares deeply for us today. Even though we 
can be sinful, Jesus made the way for us to connect with God in spite of our sins. 
(Source: Equip, February 2006) 


THE VERY 
HUNGRY 
L CATERPILLAR 


by Erie Carle 


* FOOSE HOSE HOTHEHEROESCHRESISEHEOCHEGEOFELAE EEE OAGELEUMOAE ODORS REM SG, 


Read The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
by Eric Carle 


(available at most libraries if you don't have a copy) 


SPPSCCS RFC SH SHREVE SHE 


then think about the following: 


1.What happened to the caterpillar? 

2. Which life do you think is more exciting, being a caterpillar or a butterfly? 

3. The caterpillar did something like what Jesus did. Jesus died on the cross 
to come to a new, wonderful, risen life. Jesus’ new life is so exciting. 

4.When we see a caterpillar or butterfly we should remember how we are 


supposed to change. 


5. During Lent we are like a caterpillar. We try to change to live our new life more fully. 


6.We try to do things that show we love God. How can we show our love for God? 


SPOSHCEHHHEHSHFEHSEHEHOHASARSHSHESHEEESHHVERHHEEOHEHSEHRHEAEDS 


* = 
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home page. Or search using the 
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For the Journey, continued from page 50 


wilderness. I found this personally very 
encouraging. Second, Ontario is at least 
two-and-a-half provinces wide. I found 
this bewildering, especially given John 
A. MacDonald’s reason for blocking 
the proposed province of Buffalo (now 
Alberta and Saskatchewan) at the time 
of Confederation because he did not 
want one large province to dominate 
the country. Hmmm! At any rate, 
it took us two-and-a-half long but 
delightful days to drag our butts and 
our 26-foot travel trailer across Ontario 
to the Ottawa area. 

Once we hit Ottawa, our itinerary 
was completely organized by Barb 
Nawratil, the then mission interpre- 
tation coordinator at national offices. 
How she was able to organize such a 
detailed and busy itinerary, which 
included everything right down to 
traffic directions, and have it all go 
off without a hitch, especially when I 
was involved, I’ll never figure out. She 
must have had some divine help. 

We started on a Sunday morning 
in St. Andrew’s, Arnprior, with yours 
truly preaching both the children’s 
and adult sermon. Sunday evening 
found us at Trinity, Kanata, a suburb 
of Ottawa where Linda (on bass) and 
Chelsea (on piano) and I (on guitar) led 
worship, preached, and showed slides 
of the mission work in the Cariboo- 
Chilcotin. 

Monday was a day off so we took 
Bud our Lab up to Parliament Hill 
where he proceeded to cock his leg on 
all four corners of the Centre Block. 
(He made a good start on the East 
Block too but ran out of ammo prior to 
completing his project). We followed 
this up with getting hopelessly lost 
whilst searching for the Prime Minis- 
ter’s residence, which we took to be 
divine intervention. Eventually we 
stumbled on the Rideau Canal and 
followed it back to the freeway that 
took us back to our trailer. 

Tuesday we travelled five hours 
down to Toronto, camped out in the 
driveway of Ian and Sally Morrison, and 
did the worship-preaching-slideshow 
thing at Guildwood in the evening. 


The next morning we did it again at 
Willowdale for the East Toronto Pres- 
byterial of the Women’s Missionary 
Society and that evening we did it 
again at St. Andrew’s, Ajax. Tuesday 
found us leading morning worship at 
the national church offices. I spent the 
entire afternoon getting myself in hot 
water leading a workshop on mission 
while Linda and Chelsea toured and 
went shopping. Wednesday was a 
day off, which we spent washing our 
clothes and ourselves at the Morri- 
son’s. In the afternoon we went four- 
wheeling all around Toronto while 
Chelsea hung out the window of our 
pickup snapping pictures like mad, 
something we now refer to as “drive- 
by shooting.” 

We all found Toronto to be a most 
congenial and friendly city, but it was 
starting to get hot and sticky so we 
were glad to make our escape north to 
the country the following day. About 
three hours of trailer trucking found us 
setting up camp in Marg Robertson’s 
driveway, just minutes away from the 
shores of Georgian Bay on Lake Huron. 
That evening we did the worship- 
preaching-slideshow presentation at 
nearby First, Penetanguishene, where 
we were made to feel like royalty. 
Sunday morning I preached there as 
well and we then hada marvelous lunch 
at Fran and Doug’s place, followed with 
a private tour of Discovery Harbour 
with Kevin. The following evening 
we did our presentation again, this 
time at Marg’s church at Elmvale. Up 
early the next morning, after a four- 
hour drive south, we set up camp in 
the Wildwood Conservation Area just 
outside of Stratford. From there we 
dashed two hours northwest and did 
our presentation at Knox, Goderich. 
While there, we experienced one of 
Ontario’s finest raunchy rainstorms, 
complete with a tornado that touched 
down a few miles from our trailer. We 
were suitably impressed. The subse- 
quent evenings were spent doing our 
presentations at St. Andrew’s, Kitch- 
ener; St. Giles’, St. Catharines; and 
Knox, Thedford. On the last day of our 


BOR TEE 
JOURNEY 


two-week tour, I preached at a men’s 
breakfast and at the morning service 
and presented slides at a luncheon, all 
at Chalmer’s, London. The following 
day we left Wildwood and set our sails 
for Quebec and points east. 

After all was said and done we had 
a marvelous time. The deputation work 
ended up eclipsing our cross—Canada 
holiday time that followed it, the 
people were that gracious to us. Our 
task was to promote mission giving, 
including Presbyterians Sharing, in 
the presbyteries and congregations 
we visited. It was an exceedingly 
easy task. The people of the Presby- 
terian Church proved to us that they 
have hearts completely committed 
to Christ’s mission, in country and 
out. I have never in my life been so 
impressed and encouraged about 
anything in the Presbyterian Church. 
One thing is for sure, the people in our 
congregations understand mission, 
they have a passion for supporting it 
and deep pockets and open praying 
hearts. It seems to me one thing is 
missing. They need a face. As it is orga- 
nized now, Presbyterians Sharing, as a 
mission-supporting vehicle, drives a 
wedge between the face of the mission 
worker and the hearts, prayers, and 
pockets of the mission supporting 
people and congregations. What we 
need to do is to act quickly and radi- 
cally to remove that wedge, to recon- 
figure Presbyterians Sharing to directly 
link the mission supporter with the 
mission worker. This is something I 
told the people of the Life and Mission 
Agency as powerfully as I could while 
visiting and speaking at church offices 
during this trip. What I said interested 
some a lot and angered a few even 
more. But in the end, I fear I failed to 
poke the sleeping lion hard enough to 
get anything to happen. However, to 
the people of Ontario that we visited 

we thank you and we will never 
forget you. 


Rev. David Webber is a contributing editor 
to the Record and author of several books 
available through the Book Room. 
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Diary of a Church Deputy 


Report on a cross-Canada tour. BY DAVID WEBBER 


Lt LICTDATION RV BARRY EAIT 
ILLUSTRATION BY BARRY FALLS 


year or SO ago, as in-country 
A sna Linda, Chelsea, 
Bud the Lab and I were asked to 
do two weeks of mission deputation to 
parts of Ontario. Our task was to share 
our mission work with the church and 
to promote Presbyterians Sharing. Not 
being one who relishes anything that 
smacks of a boondoggle in the name 
of Christ, | found the deputation tour 
ended up being a real eye-opener. 
I thought it might be time, in an 
attempt at being prophetic, to share 
my journal entry upon our return: 
Well, we are back. What a trip! Of 
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the six weeks we spent driving like 
mad through two different routes right 
across Canada, two weeks were spent 
in Ontario doing what the church 
calls deputation work. I had to look 
up what the word meant before I left. 
According to my Webster’s New World 
Dictionary, there are two definitions 
for the word “deputation.” The first 
meaning is simply “being deputed,” 
which is a convoluted way of saying 
“being deputized.” I had visions of 
Wyatt Earp and Bat Masterson at 
about this point, so I went on to the 
second definition, which was “a group 


of persons, or one person appointed to 
represent others.” That about sums her 
up! We spent two weeks representing 
the people in the mission work in the 
Cariboo-Chilcotin as well as the Life 
and Mission Agency of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in Canada to our brothers 
and sisters in Christ in presbyteries 
and congregations in Ontario. 

First we had to get there, which 
involved a week-long trek taking the 
northernmost route across two-thirds 
of Canada. We discovered two things. 
First, Canada is still 99.999 per cent 

continued on page 49 
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“Diaconal Ministers are called to be servants of Jesus Christ. “ 


“We believe in a ministry that is spiritual, dynamic, creative and 
a practical enactment of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


“We work collegially in leadership, open to the empowerment of 
the Holy Spirit, to equip and enrich others for Christian life and 
service. We envision a ministry rooted in the life and worship of 
the whole people of God with emphasis on Christian Education, 
Pastoral Care and Social Services.” 
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home & auto insurance 


Let's face it; insurance is all about having peace of mind. And 

that’s what you get with a home and auto insurance policy 
through Johnson. We offer excellent coverage that's tailored 
exclusively for preferred groups and associations. 


¢ Special savings and discounts —- x 24-hour customer service 
¢ Dedicated service representative «Earn AIR MILES® reward miles 


Contact us today and put your mind at ease. 


www,ohnson.ca/presbyterian, | 1.800.563.0677 
(Please provide your Group ID Code: PX) 


$20 Johnson will donate $20 to native healing and reconciliation ministries in the Presbyterian Church, 
Gift Offer for each qualifying member not already insured with Johnson who receives a quote. 


@ Johnson Inc. 


Home and auto insurance is available through Johnson Inc., a licensed insurance intermediary. Policies are primarily underwritten by Unifund Assurance Company. Unifund and Johnson Inc. share common ownership. Only 
home insurance is available in BC, SK and MB. An alternate plan is available in QC. Certain conditions may apply. AIR MILES® reward miles awarded on regular home and auto insurance policies underwritten by Unifund 
Assurance Company. At the time the premium is paid, one AIR MILES reward mile is awarded for each $20 in premium (including taxes). AIR MILES reward miles not available in SK, MB or QC. ®™Trademarks of AIR MILES 
International Trading B.V, Used under license by LoyaltyOne, Inc. and Johnson Inc. (for Unifund Assurance Company).As with all advertising carried in the record, no endorsement by the magazine or the board is implied nor 
is there partnership with the advertiser. MVM.Dec08 
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SEEKING DIRECTIONS 


TO LEAD 


Churches are dealing with diminished identity. BY DAVID HARRIS 


things, this means it takes considerable effort to change 

their course. Because these facts are commonly known, 
people who help organizations change direction sometimes 
describe the resistance and other pressures an organization 
may expect as the “change management iceberg.” 

The change management iceberg identifies the “under- 
water” promoters and opponents of change, and describes 
other pressures that will be applied beneath the surface of the 
organization, so to speak, to the visible, articulated vision of 
the leadership. 

Once part of the massive glaciers that shaped the social 
landscape, most of society’s institutions have broken off and 
been set adrift under the ferocious glare of postmodernism. 

Which is where churches find themselves today; adrift, 
numbers melting away, uncertain of where the currents are 
moving and even more uncertain of which direction to head. 
And the resultant pressures are threatening to break apart 
some of the larger bergs into smaller ones. 

Which is where we find our church leaders today. As one 
minister in our cover story on leadership says: “As the church 
loses its place, clergy lose their relevance or importance. There 
is a diminished sense of identity.” 

Scared, lonely and untrained for this, clergy are trying 
desperately to plot the currents, hoping to avoid the whirl- 
pools—and praying to stay afloat. “We graduate from college 
or seminary without any leadership skills. Theology does not 
mess up relationships as much as leadership style.” 

Which is where Rev. Chuck Congram and the Leader- 
ship Roundtable come in. Recognizing that clergy are inad- 
equately prepared for the challenges they face and having 
spent his ministry working through these challenges, Con- 
gram has begun a leadership program for clergy in the Wind- 
sor, Ont., area where he recently retired from leading one of 
the denomination’s largest churches for more than 30 years. 

Leaders can be made. In fact, a recent business survey of 
business leaders in the United States discovered that born 
leaders (identified and self-identified as leaders from an early 
age) ran their businesses no more successfully than those who 
trained to be leaders by working up through the system. 

But the mere concept of clergy as leaders has been taboo 
in the church for several decades. It tends to rub against the 


[ons are about 90 per cent underwater. Among other 
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concept of being pastoral. And it certainly rubs against the 
time constraints of being pastoral—too many hospital visits 
means too little time to prepare for leadership meetings and 
too little energy to communicate the vision effectively. 

Which is why the notion of giving ministry away is espe- 
cially important. For too long, the church has sniffed at busi- 
ness practices with a haughty air. It’s unfortunate, because as 
we’ve argued on this page and shown in numerous stories, 
the best of business has much to offer the church in effective 
visioning, teaching, training, communicating and caring for 
employees. 

In terms of leadership, effective business leaders know 
they can’t do it all. They delegate. If your bank manager is 
working as a teller, she simply won’t be able to make sure 
other workers are able to provide the best level of service to 
the most clients. 

Business people also know you need a plan to function let 
alone change. That requires thoughtful planning and engag- 
ing key people in the organization so as to lessen the under- 
water drag when a new course for the iceberg is proposed. 

Congram’s program is clearly trying to change all that. 
It’s a huge task. Because it is changing the direction of the 
institution’s inherited belief about what its clergy are sup- 
posed to do. 

All this is mostly to do with process. What of the iceberg’s 
content? 

Here too, the underlying pressure is steadily building. 
Theology may not mess up relationships as much as leader- 
ship style, but it’s certainly risky exploring the edge, as reader 
reaction to the Theology 101 series has revealed. 

Drifting about, some people will seek the certainty of a 
faith that is a rock in the midst of the swirl. That’s OK. But it’s 
not for everyone, as next month’s cover story suggests when 
we look at what Presbyterians themselves think about their 
church and its direction in a major national survey. @ 
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Toil, Trial and Trouble 

Your lead February story Breaking The 
Silence—The Mental Health Of Our 
Clergy by Sandra Moll and Kristine 
O’Brien certainly hit the nail. I call it 
the Saul Syndrome. 

As the first king of Israel, he was 
over-managed by Samuel and made to 
look weak by David. “Saul has killed his 
hundreds, David his thousands.” It’s 
no wonder he went off the deep end. 
There was no history to fall back on, no 
standards to be measured and no one 
to say, “Hey! You’re doing a good job.” 

It’s the equivalent for ministers. Held 
to conflicting standards and compared 
to former ministers who are reputed to 
walk on water, raise the dead and pack 
the church with adoring, cash-heavy 
parishioners, it’s no wonder clergy may 
feel squeezed. 

Presbyteries can be ambivalent. If 
choosing between the congregation 
and a minister, the former is usually 
backed while the latter goes over the 
side, making Jonah the patron saint. 
After being regurgitated by a whale, 
we’re vomited onto foreign soil. 

Our seminaries should fly the skull 
and cross bones with the proclamation: 
Warning—Ministry Can Kill You. Fired 
up by visions of helping people, dozens 
have passed through the halls enroute 
to ordination and the sky for expecta- 
tions. Is it no wonder discouragement 
can dog our steps? However, there is a 
solution. 

Eugene Peterson, translator of The 
Message Bible and author of Working 
with the Angels, says if ministers actu- 
ally do what scripture suggests and not 
what others want they can actually 
live a satisfying calling with purpose, 
meaning and significance. Basically 


PLUS DIACONAL MINISTRY. + FACEBOOKING GOD 


Riese (ERIAN 


he tells us to chill out, take time to 
smell the roses and don’t let—fill in the 
blank—wear you down. Do what God 
wants, not what you feel driven to do. 

If nothing else, take study leave. It’s 
amazing how few do. Yet our denomi- 
nation provides this method to expand 
horizons, commune with one’s peers 
and be comforted by masters of the 
genre. Having returned is the equiva- 
lent of having climbed Everest, the 
opportunity to see into the future, the 
chance to view the promised land and 
be better than when one began. 

Yes, toil, trial and trouble can be 
with us; it goes with the territory. 
But to whom much is given, much is 
expected—cream always rises. With 
respect, I remain someone from the 
front lines. 

REV. ROD LAMB, KENORA, ONT. 


I am usually a very passive person, but 
your article about depression and prob- 
lems in the clergy upset me very much. 

In these times of people losing their 
jobs and homes, | think that the timing 
of this article was really bad. I have 
suffered many problems in my life, but 
I pray to the Lord every day through 
good times and bad and trust him with 
my life. 

I have gone through depression 
and I understand the need for this 
article but, again, the timing is really 
very bad. 

I am an elder in the church and the 
members of my church are doing all 
they can to help people in bad circum- 
stances. It would have been more timely 
if your article had been more encour- 
aging to show that our denomination 
was there in help and prayer for those 
who are suffering. > 
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LETTERS 


fee Pontius’ Puddle 


HEY THERE, 
CONGREGATIONS. 


ORDER Now! 
COARANTEED TO 


TRY THIS SIMPLE METHOD 


TIRED OF COSTLY, 
ENERGY-CONSOMING 
EVANGELISTIG > 

PROJECTS ° 


2) 
3) 


ee 


Wi 


BACK. 


THE WORLD OVER: 


2)- DONT RANVETH PEOPLEUEN 
IGNORE VISITORS WHO SHOW UP ANYHOW. 


OSTRACIZE THOSH WHO INSIST ON COMING 
BURN THEM OUT BY ASSIGNING 


OR, 


a ae OSED BY CHORCHES 
4 


SAVE YOO MONEY 
ON EXPENSIVE 
BUILDING PROGKAMS. 


THEM TO AS MANY COMMITTEES AS POSSIBLE. 


4) 


GRUDGINGLY INTEGRATE OVER A PERIOD 
OF MANY YEARS THOSE YOU CAN'T SHAKE. 


ax 


My prayers go out to the clergy who 
are suffering. 
SHEILA ADAMSON 


The Record is to be congratulated for 
tackling this controversial acutely 
relevant subject. After many decades of 
exposure to the mental health system, 
both as a client and as a mental health 
counsellor, I offer these comments. 

Sometimes a high achieving person 
or pastor on the manic side of a bipolar 
disorder does not acknowledge his 
illness to himself and can be very 
productive to the extreme, until his 
world falls apart. Intervention is some- 
time required but few clergy have the 
financial resources or backing for long- 
term treatment. A paltry $300 provi- 
sion as described in the article doesn’t 
cut it. Sometimes church management 
has difficulty dealing with similar situ- 
ations. Some unionized secular social 
agencies carry insurance to cover up to 
two years’ disability allowance which 
works well. However, the possibility 
of abuse is a flaw in the system. The 
line that separates mental illness from 
wellness is blurred but a diagnosis by 
a professional can keep the system 
honest. And the system is viable. 

From my perspective, stigma is 
alive and well. Hence the reluctance 
to disclose a psychiatric history even 
though it is a healthy thing to do. Fear 
of reprisals is founded and an ongoing 
awareness of this is essential. Don’t 
expect everyone to understand or 
sympathize. I subscribe to the tone of 
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the feature by Sandra Moll and Kristine 
O’Brien. It’s worth repeating. “We must 
combat the stigma of mental illness by 
bringing us out of the darkness and 
acknowledging it’s prevalence in the 
life of all of members of the church, 
from parishioners to pastors.” Well 
put. As Christians we should accept 
nothing less. 

J. GORDON NEAL, WHITBY, ONT. 


Calling for an Amos 
Re Long-term Planning, News, February 

I cannot believe my eyes! This article 
begins, “With recent market down- 
turns on everyone’s mind,” and goes 
on to say, “Executive stipends were also 
evaluated, and a recommendation for a 
6.9 per cent increase will be put before 
this year’s General Assembly in June, 
If passed, the increase will be applied 
retroactively from January 2009.” 

What kind of message were Assembly 
Council members trying to send to the 
rest of the church and to the world 
where countless numbers are losing 
their jobs, businesses are downsizing 
or filing bankruptcies, and seniors’ 
pensions plans have lost double digit 
percentages? Were they recommending 
that we stop following Jesus’ way of 
compassion, justice, and self-denial? 

I pray that the council withdraw 
this recommendation before it hits the 
floor of this year’s assembly. Perhaps 
in their wisdom, they will propose a 
substitute recommendation to give 6.9 
per cent more to programs for the poor 


and homeless in Canada and over- 
seas. Failing that, may God raise up a 
present day Amos, Isaiah or another 
prophet as a commissioner to this 
year’s General Assembly. 

TAMIKO CORBETT, VANCOUVER 


Malthusian confusion 
Re The Malthusian Dilemma and _ the 
Judgement of God, News, February 

Admittedly, your title makes one 
stop and take notice. The statistical 
portion about the birth rate may be 
accurate with reference to poor Malawi, 
and Glenn Inglis’ last sentence— 
“Poverty in an unjust economic system 
(and is this just a market correction 
or the judgement of God?) is the real 
cause of the population explosion and 
its attendant threats to our world,”— 
may have much truth to it, but to 
throw this at the reader with a half- 
dozen unexplained allusions makes 
me ask whether this piece should have 
been published. It merely shocks but 
does not explain. 

Why allude to Malthusian ideas 
without explaining where they come 
from and how old they are? Why is 
Malawi apparently one of the poorest 
countries and its population outrun- 
ning food supply? Why suggest the 
judgement of God? And whom will 
He judge? Does the “market correc- 
tion” concept even apply there? 
How come there was a ‘radical deple- 
tion of a productive population’ and 
when? How much and what kinds of 
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aid did the Bush administration give? 
The reader could do worse than 
google Thomas Robert Malthus and 
Malawi. 
PETER PENNER, CALGARY 


Congratulations on publishing Wendy 
Lampman’s___ letter © Remembering 
Zimbabwe. I would like to endorse 
everything she wrote and include the 
excellent health service for all that 
existed as I grew up in a medical family 
in South Rhodesia/Zimbabwe. 

Thank you too for Glenn Inglis’ 
articles on Malawi. The people of 
both these beloved countries need our 
prayers. I appreciate the broad spectrum 
of the articles in the Record and wish 
you continued success as editor and to 
the staff of our excellent magazine. 

ANN ROSSOUW, THEDFORD, ONT. 


Calling the PCC to action 
As we all know, we are in turbulent 
economic times and it is not clear what 
we, as a society, should do. Guidance is 
needed on what is the Christian course 
of action. However, I am not seeing 
that from the Presbyterian Church 
beyond helping with food banks 
and out-of-the-cold programs. This 
economic meltdown requires govern- 
ment help, not temporary help such as 
a food bank. 

Toronto Anglican Bishop Colin 
Johnson urged provincial politicians 


to remember the poor. A solution, 
he told them, can only be found by 
helping each other—and the most 
vulnerable in particular. His diocese 
took out a huge ad to advocate for a 
provincial policy. Toronto Catholic 
Archbishop Thomas Collins made 
poverty the subject of his cardinal’s 
dinner address. The Canadian Islamic 
Congress has likewise called for more 
affordable housing, lower education 
costs, increased child tax benefits to 
low-income and working-poor fami- 
lies, tax cuts for low-income families 
and a plan to end homelessness. In 
October, United Church Moderator 
David Giuliano urged Canadians to be 
concerned about more than the plight 
of stock markets. 

It would have been nice to see 
more Presbyterians publicly concerned 


about the poor. The secular Toronto Star 


has been a particularly strong advo- 
cate for an Ontario poverty reduction 
strategy; in fact, the province may not 
have done anything if it was not for 
the Star. It would have been nice if the 
same statement could have been made 
about Presbyterians! 

RON DANCEY,OSHAWA, ONT. 


On Our Website: 

The two final words on The P in PCC 
string of letters, which began last fall. 
Querying term eldership. Obama in 
Camrose. @ 


Looking to Advertise in the Presbyterian Record? — 


Please note our advertising 


deadlines for upcoming issues 


June — by April 15,2009 
July/August — by May 15,2009 
September — by July 15, 2009 


Carol McCormick 

tel: 905-833-6200 ext. 25 

fax: 905-833-2116 

email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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Evangel Hall Mission 


Community 


The growth of Evangel Hall Mission 
community is truly amazing! 


New tenants have settled into their 
new homes. More people are 
visiting the drop in centre, knowing 
this is a place to come and find 
understanding, comfort and caring. 


Our community dinners are lively 
with a sense of fellowship, as 
residents and participants are joined 
together to chat over hot meals 
cooked by our volunteers. 


Our Women’s and Men's group 
provide an afternoon of 
togetherness and friendly 
conversation. 


We now have a free medical and 
dental clinic, reaching even more 
people. We can only do this 
with your help. 


Evangel Hall Mission is a special 
place that brings special people 
together. Come for a tour of 
our facility, or drop by to see for 
yourself how many little things 
can make a big difference! 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 
552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON MS5V 3W8 
Phone (416) 504-3563 
Fax (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR 0001 
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People — Places 


To make People & Places submissions: peopleplaces@presbyterianrecord.ca. 
Please visit the monthly PnP page at www.presbyterianrecord.ca for more. 
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Two goodbyes 

at Knox, Fingal, 
Ont.:In February 

Rev. Jim Redpath 
retired. He received 

a painting by local 
artist Muriel Brown. 
The congregation 
wishes him and 

his wife Shirley the 
best of happiness 

in retirement. And 

on our website: Tom 
Marshman retired as 
clerk of session last 
December after 30 
years—he remains on 
the session. He was 
presented with a print. 


Members of St. Andrew’s, Humber Heights in Etobicoke, 
Ont., went for a Walk For Memories for the Alzheimer’s 
Society of Toronto in January, to honour five members of 
their congregation who are suffering from the condition. 
They raised over $2,000. From left: Vida Bossompem, 
Janette Slater, Hanna Bossompem, Marg Henderson, Justin 
Morris, Mary Osutei, Nene Osutei and Rev. Paul Kang. 


On a Sunday in December, 
St. Andrew’s, Tillsonburg, 
Ont. featured the Rock 
Solid Theatre Company in 
an original presentation 
written by Rev. Olwyn 
Coughlin and Laurel 
Beechey entitled Follow 
the Light. Each one 

of the characters told 

the story from their 
perspective. Seen here 

is the shepherd after he 
arrives at the stable. 
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After ‘snow-mageddon in Vancouver there were concerns that 
forecasted rains could collapse already laden roofs. In light of this, 


an ad-hoc team gathered to clear the top of Kerrisdale Presbyterian. 


Seen in mid-air are Warren Huang, Rev. Steve Filyk, and Rev. Glen 
Davis. Photo courtesy of Keith Kovacs, an elder and member of the 
church's Leading With Care committee. www.kerrisdalepc.ca. 
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“Thanks Mary Catherine.” That's what it says 

on the cake: Mary Hunter completed nearly 29 
years as church treasurer at Sedgwick Memorial, 
Tatamagouche, N.S. Members of the congregation 
look on happily as they celebrate her many years 
of dedicated and diligent work, after their annual 
meeting in January. 


On our website: 

The Moderator visits Manitoba—youth at 
Anishinabe Fellowship Centre get new sweaters. 
Ray and Bruce painstakingly restore stained glass 
windows at Knox Flos, Crossland. Celebrating five 
years of anew church at Lakeside, Summerland. 
Celebrating Saint Andrew at, ahem, St. Andrew, 
West Vancouver. And many more! 


People and Places entries published in the magazine are cho- 
sen through a monthly lottery. However, many submissions 
prove themselves unpublishable on a technical level. Every 
effort is made each month by the PnP Editor to get better pho- 
tos—not too dark, not too light, with ample digital informa- 
tion. Before submitting please read the essay How To Submit 
Photos In A Digital Age found on the People and Places page 
of www, presbyterianrecord.ca. 
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‘SPOTLIGHT 


Kettle Talk Brigadier General David Kettle, (centre, in uniform) Chaplain General of the Canadian Armed Forces, 
spoke to staff and students at Presbyterian College, Montreal, in January. Next month he will be honoured with a Doctor 


of Divinity at Knox College, Toronto. 


LMA considers the future 


Strategic conference to tackle big issues and local concerns. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


SHAPING a vision for the future of the 
church and responding strategically to 
local needs is the focus of a proposed 
conference for the spring of 2010. The 
national long range planning commit- 
tee is suggesting April 29 to May 2 at 
Nottawasaga Inn in Alliston, Ont., and 
has proposed the theme On the Road 
to Emmaus. 

As convener Rev. Daniel Cho noted 
in his opening remarks at the Life and 
Mission Agency meeting in March: 
“Even in times like this, we have the 
potential to change things around in 
Our attitude, our vision for the church, 
and our Christian faith.” 
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The event will permit 15 presbyter- 
ies to send up to five representatives 
each. Application forms are expected 
to circulate this spring and will be due 
by the end of October. 


Renewing ministries 

given higher priority 

Canada Ministries is looking to expand 
its renewing ministries grant category 
by adding capital grants, which cover 
hard expenses such as renovations and 
building projects. Currently, the cat- 
egory only offers operational grants, 
which cover the soft costs of ministry, 
such as salaries. 


Several LMA members said renew- 
ing ministries are of increasing con- 
cern and should be reflected by the 
national church’s priorities, which are 
approved by General Assembly. 


Political overtones dampen 
donor enthusiasm 


People seem willing to respond to 
natural disasters but not politically 
charged situations, reported Ken Kim, 
director of Presbyterian World Service 
and Development. In 2008, most of 
the $190,000 the agency provided in 
response to China’s Sichuan earth- 
quake and $170,000 to Cyclone Nar- 
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gis in Myanmar came from dona- 
tions designated for these causes. 
But a contribution of $60,000 to 
provide relief to Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip garnered 
only $3,000 in donations despite 
an appeal on the main page of the 
church’s website. 


Certain women authors 
continue to amaze us 


Dr. Lois Klempa and Rev. Rosemary 
Doran, authors of Certain Women 
Amazed Us, a history of the Women’s 
Missionary Society, are working on a 
booklet detailing the WMS’ involve- 
ment with aboriginal people and 
residential schools—an involvement 
president Druse Bryan calls “a well- 
kept secret.” They hope to complete 
the work by May. 

Meanwhile, Ann Taylor, presi- 
dent of the Atlantic Mission Society, 
reported an ongoing partnership 
or “sister act” with the WMS. The 
groups are considering a national 
joint conference in the future. 


Little training for elders 


or evangelism 

Of 554 requests the Vine received in 
2008, only 11 dealt with elder train- 
ing and 44 with evangelism and 
church growth, reported associate 
secretary Dorothy Henderson. 

“T don’t know why the num- 
bers are so low,” she said, but sug- 
gested that congregations may not 
be interested in these areas or may 
go elsewhere for resources. 

Comparatively, the resource net- 
work received almost 200 requests 
for Christian education, and over 
100 in the categories of worship and 
ministry with children and youth. 

Reports to LMA included a mid- 
point review of the Vine. Review 
team members said they were very 
impressed with the network and 
encouraged the LMA to fill staff 
vacancies quickly. A more formal 
evaluation will take place at the end 
of the pilot project’s second year in 
operation. @ 


College 


NEWS 


Convocations 


Vancouver School of Theology 

Date: May 11, 2009 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Location: Christ Church Cathedral 
Speakers: Very Rev. Peter Elliott, dean 
of Christ Church Cathedral and Rev. 
Dr. Keith Howard, executive director 
of Emerging Spirit, an outreach cam- 
paign of the United Church of Canada. 
Both speakers will receive Honorary 
Doctorates of Divinity. 


Knox College, Toronto 

Date: May 13, 2009 

Time: 7:30 

Location: Convocation Hall, University 

of Toronto 

Speaker: Dr. E. Louise Williams, president 

of the DIAKONIA World Federation. 
Honorary Doctorates of Divin- 

ity will be given to Rev. David Kettle, 

Chaplain General of the Canadian 

Armed Forces and Margaret Hender- 

son, former administrator of the Life 

and Mission Agency. 


VST convocation 2008 


Presbyterian College, Montreal 

Date: May 7, 2009 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: The Church of St. Andrew and 
St. Paul 

Speaker: Prof. Dr. Emidio Campi, ordi- 
narius for church history and direc- 
tor of the Swiss Reformation Studies 
Institute at the University of Zurich. 
He will also be awarded an Honorary 
Doctorate of Divinity. 

Other Honorary D.D. recipients 
will be Rev. Glynis Williams, director 
of Action Refugiés, Montreal and Rev. 
Dr. Terry Hibbert, pastor of Coquitlam 
Presbyterian Church, B.C. @ 
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‘It’s About God Among Us’ 


Relationships a priority for Arabic-speaking ministries. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


“WE'RE not developing followers for 
mission, we're developing leaders. 
That’s a huge difference,” said Rev. 
Sameh Hanna of the Arabic Outreach 
Ministry. “Planting a church used to 
mean holding a service every week. 
That’s not true anymore. We must 
build bridges first—start with relation- 
ships, express love and care. A wor- 
ship service will follow naturally.” 

The presbytery of East Toronto 
approved the AOM in November 2007. 
Since then Egyptian-born Hanna has 
worked to make his group useful to 
individuals, families and institutions in 
the Arabic-speaking community. The 
group has held conferences, retreats 
and services, often with members of 
Coptic and Syrian Orthodox churches. 
Two members are licensed councilors 
and donate five per cent of their time 
to cases received by the mission. 

Personal visits are common, as 
are private services in homes or hos- 
pital rooms. For instance, Hanna and 
members of his group held a commu- 
nion service for a pharmacist and his 
wife, who was dying of liver cancer. 
The couple had no previous contact 
with the mission. 

“We're involved in the Arabic 
community. Worship service isn’t 
only about sacraments, it’s about God 
among us and this is happening,” 
Hanna said. 

A weekly discipleship group of 16 
core members includes study, singing, 
praying and preaching. Beginning 
in April, the mission will host two 
public meetings each month: one for 
women, led by a team of women, and 
a prayer meeting for members of the 
Arabic-speaking world. 

West of Toronto, in Mississauga, 
Almanarah, an Arabic-speaking congre- 
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gation, are hoping to start construction 
on a church building this spring. The 
multi-phase project will begin with a 
7,500 square foot building containing a 
gym and classrooms, but no sanctuary. 

“We thought, if we start with the 
sanctuary, what about the children?” 


“Planting a church used to mean 
holding a service every week. 
That's not true anymore. We must 
build bridges first—a worship 
service will follow naturally” 


said Rev. Sherif Garas, minister at 
Almanarah. “In our culture, usually 
church is open 24/7. So I’m praying 
that when we move next year, we'll be 
able to reach out through sports and 
camps.” The sanctuary will be part of 
phase two and may begin in two or 
three years. 

The children are also excited about 
the building. “Imagine, each Sunday 
the children will ask me ‘how much 
money do we need?’ And they save up 
in their piggy banks.” 

The congregation currently meets 
at the Living Arts Centre for weekly 
services, prayer meetings, and “fam- 
ily meetings” in which children study 
the Bible in small groups and couples 
meet to talk about communication, 
romance and relationships. 

“We're trying to do something 
completely different,” Garas said. 
“We want to put people in open set- 
tings where they can relax.” 

Members hail from various back- 
grounds including Jordanian, Egyp- 
tian, Syrian, Iraqi, Lebanese, and even 
a Jamaican youth leader. 

“T dream one day for the church 
to be truly multicultural,” Garas said. 


Rachel Khoury, 9, prays with Rev. Sherif Garas 
at Almanarah, Toronto. 


“Yes, we Started with the first genera- 
tion, but we don’t want to be behind 
a gate. We want to create a true com- 
munity.” 

Almanarah began with a small group 
meeting in Oakville in 2003. It moved 
to Mississauga the following year and 
has grown steadily. Although the group 
bought land in 2005, they needed funds 
before construction could begin. 

A satellite ministry of Almanarah, 
led by William Khalil in London, Ont., 
began in June 2004 and is seeking sta- 
tus as an independent congregation. 
The group has been meeting at St. 
George’s since November 2008. m 
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Ten Thousand Villages 
Comes to Town 


St. Andrew’s brings fair trade store to Picton, Ont. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


THANKS to a devoted team at St. 
Andrew’s, a new Ten Thousand Vil- 
lages store on the quaint main street of 
Picton, Ont., is planning to open for 
the May long weekend. 

“Prince Edward County—and 
Picton especially—have become big 
tourist destinations,” said Rev. Lynne 
Donovan, who spearheaded the initia- 
tive. “So we asked, how can we take 
advantage of the strengths of our con- 
text to make an impact? This store was 
perfect.” 

Ten Thousand Villages is a non- 
profit, fair trade organization with 49 
permanent locations across Canada. 
Some stores are corporately owned 
and operated, but others function 
under a partnership agreement. They 
are staffed by volunteers working with 
a paid manager. 

“When we’te looking into a part- 
nership, we first look at the people,” 
said Beverly Hiebert, director of sales 
for Canada at Ten Thousand Villages. 
“Is there enough energy or driving 
force to support a store long-term? 


Then we look at the community. Is 
there a potential volunteer base?” 

When an elder who owned a store- 
front building passed away, Donovan 
and a handful of members took out 
a $200,000 line of credit and became 
“the friendly landlords.” 

“They called us, and by the time 
we got there they’d already bought a 
building,” Hiebert said with a laugh. 
“We were blown away. We met with 
them and before we knew it they had 
us totally convinced. If anyone can 
make this work in a small community, 
they can.” 

A 17-day pre-Christmas sale at the 
fledging location grossed $38,500 in 
sales, a respectable amount according 
to Hiebert. 

$40,000 is required for start up 
expenses at the new location. By mid- 
February the St. Andrew’s group had 
secured $15,000, mostly from private 
and corporate donations outside the 
congregation. 

“It’s really coming out of the stew- 
ards by design model,” said Dono- 
van. “People want 
to do something real 
for the developing 
world, and they see 
Ten Thousand Vil- 
lages as a great way 
to do that.” 

Aboard of directors 
including six members 
from St. Andrew’s and 
two from the commu- 
nity will govern the 
store. 


St. Andrew’s Ten Thousand 
Villages store beckons 
evening shoppers during 

a pre-Christmas sale in 
Picton, Ont. 
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LETTER FROM 
GALILEE 


A Hotel Like No Other Hotel 


But is ita mission? BY IAN CLARK 


IN 1885, Dr. David Watt Torrance, a 
23-year-old Scottish surgeon, arrived 
in the Galilean city of Tiberias and 
began work to establish a mission 
hospital. Planning and permissions 
took some time, but on January 1, 
1894, the hospital was opened ending 
years of working from rented rooms in 
the city. Herbert Watt Torrance joined 
his father at the hospital in 1920 and 
took over from him four years later. 
The hospital was always honest in its 
mission to preach the gospel of Christ 
and offered its service to all from the 
beginning, regardless of race, creed, 
class or colour. That same under- 
standing of the unconditional nature 
of the gospel message forms the foun- 
dation of very different work today. 

In 1959, the government of Israel 
established a public hospital nearby. 
The mission hospital was no longer 
needed. The building remained and 
the witness of worship remained—as 
did support for the Messianic Jewish 
movement. 

A hostel was organized and 
continued in the hospital buildings, 
staffed and run by the Church of Scot- 
land—but the site and property assets 
were underused. It was unthinkable 
that the church should voluntarily 
abandon work on the shore of the lake 
that saw so much of Jesus’ ministry. 
The potential for the site to be used 
for the furtherance of the Kingdom 
called for a response with great vision. 
In 1999 the Scottish General Assembly 
overwhelmingly caught the vision. 

A hotel like no other hotel was 
built on the existing site incorporating 
the old hospital building. It opened in 
late 2004 and is now Israel’s leading 
boutique hotel. The witness of worship 
continues. Tourists and pilgrims from 
all over the world enjoy the hotel and 
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on Sundays they worship 
together in the church. 

But is this mission? I 
have been locum minister 
here for several months 
now and thoroughly enjoy 
the spiritually uplifting 
privilege of living on the 
shores of Galilee, drop- 
ping by Peter’s house in 
Capernaum (as Jesus did), 
visiting Nazareth (where 
his parents lived) and 
generally seeing the same 
landscape with increasing 
familiarity. 

SSmEIDIMISTCH On masts 
Andrew’s Galilee, I have 
a role at the Scots Hotel. 
Hotel and church are two 
sides of the same mission 
presence. During this past 
week I have been able to 
facilitate rest and recovery 
stays at the hotel for the 
Ecumenical Accompani- 
ment Program personnel from the 
West Bank and World Vision personnel 
stressed from the Gaza war. I’ve sought 
to minister to congregational groups of 
Scots Baptists, American Roman Cath- 
olics, and a larger group of American 
Presbyterians. I have also gotten to 
know Franciscan monks from Ghana, 
France, England and Brazil, individual 
Christians from Holland, India and 
England, and many Messianic believers 
from Israel. In all of this week’s inter- 
actions I have attempted to interpret 
mission as a mission of peace and 
acknowledgement of God’s presence 
with us while we are still surrounded 
by injustice and insecurity. 

The original 19th-century mission 
has made all this possible. Based on 
this foundation of trust and obedience 


The Scots Hotel can be a place of rest and refuge for 
those who journey in Israel and a place of worship for 
many who are far from home. 


to Christ’s call, the hotel continues the 
tradition of responding to need in this 
21st century. There are over 70 staff 
members at the hotel and they are 
from all three major faiths—Jewish, 
Muslim and Christian. My wife and 
I are the only expatriates in the staff 
community. The purpose remains 
the same—to offer community and 
express the values of the Kingdom at 
the hotel which is different from all 
other hotels. This is our mission. = 


Rev. Ian Clark is locum minister and 
program director at St. Andrew’s Galilee, 
Tiberius, which is sponsored by the 
Church of Scotland. His observations 
from inside Israel will appear the Record 
in the form of a monthly letter for the next 
few months. 
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Ups and Downs 


Donations in 2008 generous, 


despite numerical declines. 
BY CONNIE PURVIS 


THE Presbyterian Record ended 2008 
with its best annual appeal ta date; 
donations exceeded $100,000, a six per 
cent increase from 2007 despite a six 
per cent drop in circulation. 

“The Record is extremely pleased 
with the strong show of support 
from readers who chose to be donors, 
especially in these difficult economic 
times,” said David Harris, publisher 
and editor. “It’s a vote of confidence 
in the publication and the board and 
staff are extremely gratified by this.” 

Donations have risen 20 per cent 
since the appeal was launched in 2005 
while overall circulation has fallen 18 
per cent. 

Presbyterians Sharing, the church’s 
national mission and ministry fund, 
reported $8.58 million in contribu- 
tions, down two per cent from 2007. 

“Every year it’s encouraging to see 
the commitment that Presbyterians 
across Canada have for the mission 
and ministry that we do together,” 
said Karen Plater, associate secretary 
of stewardship and education for 
mission. “It’s amazing how God uses 
the gifts to accomplish more than we 
ever imagined.” 

Presbyterian World Service and 
Development, the church’s national 
development and relief agency, received 
just over $3 million in donations from 
individuals and congregations, an 11 
per cent increase since 2007. 

Colleen McCue, coordinator 
for finance and administration at 
PWS&D, said the department is partic- 
ularly grateful for growing numbers of 
undesignated bequests. These contri- 
butions are more flexible than desig- 
nated bequests and allow the depart- 
ment to meet long-term development 
goals and access funds immediately in 
an emergency. @ 


Forging 
new futures 


PWS&D is building mew futures of hope and opportunity for marginalized 
people around the world. Innovative programs in agriculture, clean water and 
food security are helping families walk away from poverty and lead self 
sufficient lives. Please help us continue this important work through your 
prayers and donations. To hear how Florence Shawa from Malawi has 
learned about inter-cropping and overcoming food shortages in her own 
words, visit Www.presbytenan.ca/pwsd. 


Yes! I want to help transform our world! 
Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: $ 


Name: 


Address: 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D ¢ Call today to sign up for easy monthly giving 
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Presbyterian World Service & Development 
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WORLD NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


Talking Calvin 


Presbyterian History—The best way to 
study Calvin’s 500th anniversary is to ac- 
tually read him. The committee on history 
is making that task easier. 

"Reading John Calvin, even when you 
disagree with him, is a powerful encounter,” 
said Rev. Peter Bush, editor of Presbyterian 
History, a member of the Presbyterian 
Church’s committee on history and a con- 
tributor to the Record’s Calvin series. 

He is leading an online study of Calvin's 
Institutes of the Christian Religion at www. 
presbyterian.ca/calvinstudygroup. 


Women in slavery 


UN—Human traffickers are often women 
according to a report released by the UN 
Office on Drugs and Crime in February. In 
30 per cent of the 155 countries examined, 
women traffickers outnumber men, and 
in Eastern Europe and Central Asia they 
account for 60 per cent of those convicted. 
Sexual exploitation drives 79 per cent of 
human trafficking and victims are predo- 
minantly girls and women, some of whom 
go on to become traffickers themselves. 

“In these regions, women trafficking wo- 
men is the norm,”said Antonio Maria Costa, 
executive director of the UNODC.“We need 
to understand the psychological, financial 
and coercive reasons why women recruit 
other women into slavery.” 
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Fire response 


ENI—Australian religious leaders have 
committed to a unified response to the de- 
vastating bushfires that have seared across 
southeast Australia, particularly the state of 
Victoria. 

At a service held in the state capital 
Melbourne on February 22, eight religious 
leaders stood in solidarity as a Protestant 
church leader and a female Hindu monk 
read words of lament, and then promised a 
common commitment to rebuild fire deva- 
stated communities. 

Many of the fires are still burning two 
weeks after they engulfed more than 2,000 
homes and claimed more than 200 lives. 


Suffering to Hope 


ENI—Rev. Gideon Byamugisha, a Ugandan 
and the first African cleric to declare he was 
HIV-positive, has been awarded the Niwa- 
no Peace Prize. 

“Canon Gideon has turned personal 
suffering into a religious message of hope 
and courage and has matched it with con- 
structive action,” said a prize committee 
member. 

The award is often seen as akin to a No- 
bel Peace Prize for members of the faith 
community. It is awarded by the Japan-ba- 
sed Niwano Peace Foundation and comes 
with 20 million yen ($253,000 CAD). This is 
the second time in five years the prize has 
gone to Uganda. 


Hold Together 


ENI—|mmigrants and minorities in af- 
fluent countries are becoming targets of 
exclusion as the global economic system 
faces strains, warned Rev. Setri Nyomi, a 
Presbyterian from Ghana and general se- 
cretary of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, at a meeting on February 19. 

Nyomi said churches need to find ways 
to “reconcile societies” and should not get 
caught up in social fragmentation. 

“Rather than operate together as Chri- 
stians to address the evils that lead to 
injustice and suffering for immigrants, for 


example, we begin to see one another in 
terms of right or left, conservative or libe- 
ral,” she said. “We live out these divisions 
while many are dying as a result of the glo- 
bal economic arrangements.” 


Right to Water 


ENI—Churches in Brazil have backed a pro- 
vision in the newly-passed Bolivian consti- 
tution describing water as a “fundamental 
human right” that may not be controlled 
by private companies and they say other 
nations should follow suit. 

“We call on all countries in the world 
to also incorporate in their legislation the 
right to water as a universal right and a 
public good,” said the National Conference 
of (Roman Catholic) Bishops of Brazil and 
the National Council of Christian Churches 
of Brazil. 

The church groupings made their call 
in a joint statement published during the 
World Social Forum, a global gathering 
against exploitative globalization that took 
place in the northeastern Brazilian city of 
Belem and that ended on February 1. 


Take a break 


Fair Trade Resource Network—An Ame- 
rican fair trade advocacy group is hoping 
people will take a fair trade ‘coffee break’ 
on World Fair Trade Day, May 9. 

For products to be fair trade certified, 
companies must provide fair wages and 
safe working conditions for farmers and 
workers in local contexts. The Fair Trade 
Resource Network hopes the event will 
raise awareness and celebrate fair trade's 
growing popularity. 

TransFair Canada reports almost 
4 million kilograms of coffee sold in 
2007—a 66 per cent increase from the 
year before. Although coffee and tea 
are the best-known commodities, other 
products include wine, flowers and 
sports balls. The largest fair trade coffee 
break in the world was held by Fairtrade 
Finland in October, 2008 with 50,000 
participants. @ 
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POP 
CHRISTIANITY 


A Chore 
done by Rote 


Protestants love to do things without knowing why. BY ANDREW FAIZ 


years old. I was the world’s worst newspaper delivery 

boy, spending more time reading the paper than getting 
it to doorsteps. I was a short order cook at a bowling alley. I 
worked the line in a Ford plant. I have been a lay minister, 
a journalist, a security guard, a janitor. I’ve run hotels, been 
an accounts payable and an accounts receivable clerk, a 
civil servant and much, much else. I’ve worked in radio and 
television, at newspapers and magazines. I’ve had a theatre 
company, produced short films and made documentaries. 
I’ve been around. 

What I learned from all those years of different careers is 
that people work really hard 
but rarely effectively. That 
there are customs and habits 
in every work environ- 
ment which are rarely ques- 
tioned. People forget why 
they’re doing what they’re 
doing; it quickly becomes an 
endless process of just doing stuff, filling in time sheets and 
collecting the pay. I’ve watched people shove new technol- 
ogies into old methodologies and then complain that the 
new thing is pointless. I’ve watched departments so intent 
on winning some ancient battle, they duplicate and tripli- 
cate the same work. I’ve watched people actively subvert 
the effort of others for the sake of their own glory. 

And heaven help the manager who comes around and 
tries to effect some change, who actually questions the 
habits of a work environment. The revolt is instantaneous 
and often successful. It is tough to beat the comfort zone. 

Historian, author and lecturer Diana Butler Bass, 
speaking at Rosedale, Toronto, in late February, told the 
story of a woman who had been in the Ladies’ Guild at 
an Episcopal church for 35 years. For all those years this 
woman had prepared the sanctuary linens and vestments 
for worship. Every Sunday, early to church, ironing. And 
she was tired of doing it, wanted to pass the task on to the 
next generation. When asked why this job needed to be 
done, the woman responded, “Because, I’ve been doing it 
for 35 years!” Not a compelling answer. 


| have been working pretty steadily since I was eleven 
) 


Each of the congregations Butler Bass 
studied learned over time to do one 

or two or three things well. They asked: 
What is the meaning and purpose of 
the things we do each week? 


A task had become a chore. A chore done by rote and 
perhaps even resentfully. 

Intentionality. That was Butler Bass’s mantra during 
her weekend in Toronto, courtesy of Rosedale and Knox 
College. Think about what you are doing. 

It is the lesson she learned while writing her landmark 
book, Christianity for the Rest of Us, in which she profiles 
50 vibrant and growing churches in the United States. The 
smallest of these churches is based in a town of 1,000 and 
has 35 members; the largest has 3,500 members. Butler Bass 
observed that Protestants love doing things but they don’t 
necessarily understand why they’re doing those things. 

Each of the congregations 
she studied learned, over 
time, to do one or two or three 
things well. They asked why 
they were doing things: they 
questioned the basics. Why is 
our liturgy in the order it is? 
What is the meaning of this 
prayer or that prayer? Why do we sing? Why do we sing the 
way we sing? What is the purpose of our mission? 

In asking questions, congregations slowly learned some- 
thing about themselves. They learned what was important 
to them, in their community, given their history and loca- 
tion and theology, and began to do the same things they 
had always done, but with renewed purpose. No longer by 
rote, no longer a chore. 

It renews the spirit of doing. Butler Bass wondered if that 
poor Ladies Guild woman had renewed her spirit, she might 
see her task like this: That for 35 years, I’ve been coming to 
church before everybody else. I lay out the linens and the 
vestments on the ironing board and with each stroke of 
the iron I meditate on the worship that is to come, on the 
sanctuary in which I stand, on the various symbols on the 
garments. I meditate and prepare myself to participate in 
sacrament and worship. 

Now there’s a task anybody would leap to perform. Inten- 
tionality—the true purpose of doing the things we do. 


Andrew Faiz is the managing editor of this publication. 
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Leadership is not just a matter 

of telling. It is about sharing; 
working on a vision, building a 
consensus, inviting everybody to 
participate, and then sharing that 
vision. Leadership is no longer 
about back-room deals vi 
power mongering. It is about 
communicating. BY ANDREW FAIZ 
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Retired international executive, lay leader at St. Andrew’s, 
Lakeshore and volunteer sanitary engineer, Bill Fellows 
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Of the best rulers ... 
when their task ts 
accomplished and their 
work is done, the people 
all remark, “We have done 
it ourselves.’—Lao- Izu 


It was a group of a dozen who gathered one November 
morning in a church sanctuary to start a long and arduous 
journey. Half of them are going to spend 2009 under a great 
deal of scrutiny, analyzing their own approach to being 
leaders in their community, in their church, and being 
analyzed by their congregation and others. These ministers 
have willingly and voluntarily submitted themselves to a 
process of further developing and sharpening their leader- 
ship skills. The next day, lay leaders from their congrega- 
tion will join them. Together, they will face the challenges 
of being a church. 

The other half of this group are the sherpas on this 
journey—they are there to guide the ministers, help with 
some of the heavy lifting, provide resources and feedback. 
After the Swiss Chalet lunch order is filled (certain priorities 
can’t be denied) the first of this resource team steps to the 
stool in the centre. Mark Michaelis is a Pentecostal pastor 
currently working as a civilian constable with the Windsor 
police. He speaks softly of his own life. He had always 
worked in the church, first as a lay member, a volunteer, 
and later as a pastor. It was the only life he knew. But it had 
“no foundation,” he tells the group of himself. His marriage 
“paid the price.” 

This confessional is a strange beginning to a seminar on 
leadership. There are no declarations of power, of asserting 
authority, no leadership theories. Instead Michaelis leads 
into a close scriptural reading of 2 Timothy 1:3-7, which 
speaks of humility, spirituality and maintaining a personal 
relationship with Christ. 


A MAN WHO CONSIDERS HIMSELF A FAILED LEADER, who was 
a pastor without a strong spiritual foundation, is the person 
who starts this journey. His is a life in transition and the 
ministers listen closely. Each of them is also managing tran- 
sition—not necessarily their own but of their church. They 
have all worked in the church for many years and have 
faced many challenges—one of the more difficult of which 
they will face shortly after Michaelis’ presentation. 

Each of the ministers has already completed a survey 
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which asked them about their own leadership style: how 
they listen, how they take criticism, how they approach 
each task and so forth. The same survey has already been 
given to and completed by five other people, each chosen 
by the minister, from their church community. Soon they 
find out how their self-impressions match with those 
around them. Doug Schonberg later calls the experience 
“painfully helpful.” 

Schonberg is minister at Chippewa, Niagara Falls, Ont., 
which he describes as “socially liberal, with an orthodox 
tradition and conservative theology.” Though it is within 
the city of Niagara Falls, he says it is still very much a village 
church. A “jeans-wearing church.” The congregation is 
involved in Presbyterians Aiding Nicaragua and with the 
local food bank, along with other community initiatives. 

But, as in many other churches, there have been “chronic 
conflicts” and the session has been working to determine a 
future direction, which started with a day-long retreat in 
2005. One of their growth barriers is their building, which 
Schonberg describes as “a mishmash of rooms and space,” 
with a 1960s addition attached to the 1890s building. “You 
have once a generation to reshape your space. And what- 
ever you choose, will shape your ministry,” he says. Before 
you can define your building, you must define your future 
ministry. “The whole mandate of the church is to share it. A 
church looking inwards is not healthy. A church is supposed 
to grow. And a church can only grow as far as its leaders 
grow. It has to be a strength-to-strength move.” 

And that is why he has put himself on the firing line: 
Schonberg’s personal survey is in many ways typical of a 
minister’s personality. By nature he is a people pleaser. And 
a perfectionist. And these two points come into conflict 
with each other: his desire to do things right leads him to 
feeling he is not pleasing those around him. And so, the 
survey showed he tends to avoid tasks. The emotional and 
psychological cycles can tighten till the minister begins to 
“burn out in ministry.” 

To be fair, the survey is much subtler than this descrip- 
tion. And it is one part of a longer journey than Schonberg 
has started. Plus he has support, not only from his congre- 
gation, but also from the sherpas; one of whom he identifies 
as the reason he signed up for this Leadership Roundtable. 

“The draw is Chuck,” Schonberg says. “I found Differ- 
ence Makers [a series of seminars on evangelism and leader- 
ship earlier this decade] very inspiring and motivating. And 
when this opportunity came up I thought, I want to know 
what he knows.” 

Rev. Chuck Congram arrived at St. Andrew’s, Lakeshore, 
Ont., outside of Windsor, in 1973. It was then a small rural 
congregation. By the time he retired in 2006, St. Andrew’s 
was in a multi-million dollar building with a thousand 
people worshipping each Sunday. It’s a remarkable story— 
particularly in a presbytery, Essex-Kent, which has been 


The Leadership Roundtable—Chuck Congram and Bill Fellows. 


losing members and churches for years—but that’s not the 
one he tells when he takes the stool in the middle of the 
leadership group. 


DURING A POWERPOINT PRESENTATION on defining lead- 
ership, Congram gives examples from a life in ministry, 
speaking of other ministers he has counselled over the 
years, but particularly of his own struggles and crisis as a 
minister and as a man. Like Michaelis before him, he speaks 
of strengths by giving examples of his own weaknesses. 

He gives examples, some shockingly personal, of his 
own need for affirmation, his pride and his ego. He speaks 
of his reluctance to enter ministry, his struggles with being 
a minister, his desire for a positive self-definition. But this 
is not a confessional, nor a group therapy session. Like 
Michaelis, Congram, with great personal honesty, tells 
the story of his own journey and his personal relationship 
with God. 

“Who I am matters more to God than what I am able to 
do. You have to know who you are in Christ,” he tells the 
group. He echoes what Schonberg is about to learn about 
himself, what Michaelis has already said about himself: 
“Ministry has a lot of introverts, doing a lot of extrovert 
work. The cost is to the family. 

“We graduate from college or seminary without any 
leadership skills. Theology does not mess up relationships 
as much as leadership style. Leadership style is the source 


of many warts.” 

That, if you will, is the punchline. Leadership, leader- 
ship style, is constantly atop any list of issues facing the 
church. How we are led and how we lead is a huge chal- 
lenge. Leading a church is considered, by many experts, 
as one of the most difficult jobs in society. And while the 
number of churches may be declining—a hundred years 
ago there were 27 churches for every 10,000 people in the 
United States, today that number is down to 11 for every 
10,000—many denominations are having difficulty filling 
their empty pulpits. 

The issue is not just ministers, but also lay leaders. As 
churches shrink in size, so does the available pool of elders 
and managers, of Sunday school teachers and librarians. It is 
a continuous cycle, named as post-Christendom, of dimin- 
ishing social and communal importance. Anyone who goes 
to church knows this, and yet the church has not developed 
sufficient models in response. 

“In my father’s day,” says Rev. Dr. Andrew Irvine, “the 
minister was defined by the office. But, as the church loses 
its place, clergy lose their relevance or importance. There 
is a diminished sense of identity. The status for all profes- 
sions—once held in high regard because they were the only 
educated people in the community—has changed.” 

Irvine is the director of the Centre for Clergy Care and 
Congregational Health at the Toronto School of Theology 
and a professor at Knox College, Toronto. A child of > 
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the manse, Irvine first studied psychology before entering 
ministry. (A portrait of Carl Jung, amongst others, hangs 
in his office.) On his Knox website he declares, “I believe 
that the health and well-being of clergy are essential to the 
health and strength of the church.” Through the centre 
he has done some cutting-edge research into the lives and 
mental health of clergy. (Findings from one study were 
published in the February issue of the Record.) 


IN TALKING ABOUT LEADERSHIP, he first begins by discussing 
identity. “We have confused the theology of the whole 
people of God, with the ordered ministry of the church,” he 
says. “Clergy were once seen in a power position and that 
got inculturated in the church.” That power dynamic no 
longer exists. “We have many incredibly able and compe- 
tent congregants within the church, who live active and 


where we need help.” 

“I am trying my best to give ministry away,” says Rev. 
Johannes Olivier, which may be the best definition of lead- 
ership in our times. Ordained for a quarter-century in his 
native South Africa, Olivier came to Canada in 2003, after 
his daughter was mugged. It was the precipitating event 
that motivated the family to move. He is very happy with 
the work he has at the two-point charge of Dorchester and 
South Nissouri, near London, Ont. Both are rural communi- 
ties, and like Howard’s, both are changing, with new subdi- 
visions nearby. 

Olivier joined the Leadership Roundtable for the same 
reasons as Schonberg and Howard: to work with Congram 
and his team, to develop his own skills, to discern the will 
of God for his ministry, and to empower his lay leaders to 
shape the vision for their church. He refers to the church 


‘Leadership is not an individual with an idea ... Leadership requires humility 
to find creative ways of working together’ 


productive lives. The old structures no longer fit into the 
lives of empowered people. But, the minister is still seen as 
the holy person.” 

Clergy are no longer seen as an authority on everything, 
but are seen as spiritual guides. Leadership, therefore argues 
Irvine, coming around to the question, “is working with 
equal partners within the context of the church to live and 
proclaim the word of God. 

“The Bible talks of leaders equipping people to do the 
work of God. We have to develop creative ways of doing 
gospel. Leadership is not an individual with an idea and 
how things should be done. Leadership requires humility 
to find creative ways of working together. 

“Part of the task of clergy today is to begin to have a 
dialogue with their people that the Christian life is a life of 
change.” 

Humility. Dialogue. Partnership. Change. These ideas 
echo throughout any discussion of leadership. The handful 
of ministers at the Leadership Roundtable, meeting one 
morning in November, express the same ideas: Rev. Sean 
Howard of Nassagaweya, Ont., started out as a school- 
teacher before he entered the ministry. His congregation of 
about SO people lives in a rural community that is slowly 
becoming suburban. As their identity changes, they seek a 
new direction for themselves. “We need to figure out one 
thing to do well,” says Howard. 

So Howard starts that journey by subjecting himself 
to a paradigm-shifting survey completed by his lay peers. 
“Finding my own weaknesses is not always pleasant. But, 
if we’re going to be leaders in the church, we need to see 
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as “a living organism” and speaks of his congregations as 
seeking their own “identity.” 

“People attract people,” says Olivier. “You have to 
surround yourself with strong lay leaders because they often 
have very dynamic visions.” 


HE MAY WELL BE REFERRING TO BILL FELLOWS, a lay member 
of Congram’s team, and the sort of person every congrega- 
tion dreams of having on their session. During a 40-year 
career aS a senior manager in an international firm he 
lived across Canada, the United States, Europe, and South 
America. Since returning home to his native Windsor, he 
joined St. Andrew’s, Lakeshore, got roped into becoming 
a member of its sanitary engineering team and is one of 
Congram’s trusted sounding boards. 

“Since being involved as a parishioner and church 
volunteer, it didn’t take me long to realize the church and 
the corporate world have much in common by way of chal- 
lenges and practices involved in just staying alive, let alone 
achieving success,” Fellows says. “Leadership effectiveness, 
customer service, marketing, communication, fiscal disci- 
pline, planning, people problems, project management, 
etc., are just some of these common denominators. (A 
church environment, in many ways, is more demanding.)” 

Taking the centre seat, he speaks of the importance 
of developing a vision for the institution, and then, and 
more importantly, a strategic plan to implement the vision. 
“Most strategic plans/visions don’t fail; they just fade away 
and die because little or no thought is given as to how they 
should be implemented. The industrial landscape is already 


littered with remains of once successful companies that 
could not adapt their strategic vision to altered conditions 
of competition.” 

Fellows’s presentation is detailed—he has it written out 
so it can be referred to in the future. It is not leadership 
theory but practical advice, listing the myriad pitfalls, the 
importance of being specific, the importance of working 
slowly and patiently, of bringing together the community 
and of tracking the progress. “Plan—Do—Check—Actl!!” 

He concludes by emphasizing the importance of commu- 
nication: “Simply put, the best way to communicate a vision 
is ‘any possible way you can.’ That said, communicating to 
a large and diverse organization is a challenge. [Use multiple 
means]: disseminating it in written form, using audio visual 
displays, interviews and Q&As by leaders, by having leaders 
publicly sign up for the vision ...” 


ANDREW IRVINE has worked with church leaders for many 
years. He mentions that many clergy have told him they 
wished they had been ordained in an earlier age, when 
being a leader was easier. When the arrogance within that 
wish is noted, he does not shy away: “We are meant to be 
the missional church, but have we embraced the gospel? 
No, because we haven’t embraced what it means to be the 
missional church. We haven’t lived our faith. We need to 
take seriously our role as a redemptive agency.” 

Leadership is not just a matter of telling. It is about 
sharing; working on a vision, building a consensus, inviting 
everybody to participate, and then sharing that vision. 
Leadership is no longer about back-room deals and power 
mongering. It is about communicating—which involves 
humility and care. Participants must feel an ownership of 
the vision, otherwise the vision will never rise. Leadership 
is about sharing the vision and then entering into an open, 
transparent process to implement the vision. And through 
every stage, Communicating the process. Without a sense of 
ownership there is no church. 

Within the vast landscape of the church, even within our 
own denomination, the journey begun by those involved 
in the Leadership Roundtable, by Congram and his team of 
ordained and lay leaders, and by a handful of ministers and 
their lay leaders who are facing their own vulnerability in 
order to discern God’s leading, is a small step forward. But 
it is instructive of the effort required to be the missional 
church, to constantly be reforming. 


Andrew Faiz is the Presbyterian Record’s managing editor. The 
Leadership Roundtable is funded by the Presbytery of Essex-Kent 
from a fund created by selling a church building. Or as Congram 
says, “Bad leadership led to closing that church; perhaps we can 
develop some stronger leadership out of the funds.” The Lead- 
ership Roundtable team can be reached through St. Andrew’s, 
Lakeshore, Ont.— www.lakeshorestandrews.net. 


God did not give us 

a spirit of cowardice, 
but rather a spirit of 
power and of love and 
of self-discipline. 

—2 Timothy 1:7 


Pastor and civilian constable, Mark Michaelis 
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Korean ministry reaches 900 seniors. 


dd eople cried when we 
started these programs,” 
Rev. Grace Myung Chun 


Kim told the Record. “They were so 
excited. A lot of seniors homes don’t 
even have a chapel or a chaplain, so 
this was something new. They never 
had something like this before.” She 
is referring to the Korean-Canadian 
Family Ministry, which she founded 
in 1988 to bring hymn sings to seniors 
homes in the Toronto area. Today, the 
program reaches more 
than 900 senior citizens. 

The ministry is run 
with the help of more 
than 130 volunteers who 
visit 16 different seniors 
homes twice a_ week, 
every week. The project 
has been so successful 
that Kim has helped start hymn sing 
programs at 14 seniors homes in 
Vancouver and in three states. 

“Without commitment, this min- 
istry would not happen,” she said, 
noting that the volunteers meet for 
prayer every Sunday. “My workers 
are very devoted. I’m very proud of 
them.” 

Kim was the first Korean woman 
ordained by the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada. Her father went to semi- 
nary and then worked in the poorest 
areas of Korea to help raise orphans— 
about 750 in total. “My family has 
instilled in me a sense of caring for the 
least,” she said. “There are so many 


28 Presbyterian Record 


eevescesesssossesseses 


BY AMY MACLACHLAN 


areas to work other than in church: 
hospitals, prisons, mental hospitals, 
seniors homes. Ministers aren’t just 
for church. It’s very important to look 
after the people who really need it.” 
Kim might be onto something. 
Seniors—and particularly isolated 
seniors living in retirement homes— 
are at high risk for developing depres- 
sion and loneliness, two factors that 
when combined can lead to an increase 
in the likelihood of death. According 


“I’ve been told that church services are one 
of the best programs for seniors. A lot of 
people come to Christ during the worship 
services. It revives the seniors” 


or struggling with other mobility or 
mental challenges. 

Kim’s ministry—which comes 
to the homes and meets people 
where they are—is one solution to 
the problem. In addition to worship 
services, Bible studies and hymn sings, 
the ministry offers family counseling 
services, information and_ referral 
services, chaplaincy for  shut-ins, 
concerts, a newsletter, an Alzheimer’s 
program, and last rites. 

“I've been told that 
church services are one 
of the best programs for 
seniors,” Kim said. “A 
lot of people come to 
Christ during the worship 
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to a study in the American Journal of 
Psychiatry and reported in Psychiatric 
News, “depression with feelings of 
loneliness leads to more pronounced 
motivational depletion and to ‘giving 
up.’” Such feelings, say the researchers, 
seem to have an effect on dying in “the 
oldest old” (people 85 and over). 

But such feelings can be altered. 
Seniors-site.com lists eight ways 
to combat depression and_loneli- 
ness including keeping busy, getting 
involved, joining a social group and 
going to church. But actually doing 
these things can be difficult when 
living in a retirement home, especially 
for someone confined to a wheelchair 


services. It revives the 
seniors.” 
The ministry was 
founded with support from the 


national church and the West Toronto 
presbytery. When the Han-Ca pres- 
byteries were formed in 1998, the 
ministry came under the guidance 


of the Eastern Han-Ca presbytery. It © . 
became an independent non-profit 


organization in January 2006 and 
still receives support from numerous 
congregations in the Han-Ca presby- 
teries. 

“I’m very happy right now,” said 
Kim. “If I die tomorrow, I did my 
best.” @ 


Amy MacLachlan is the Record’s senior 
writer. 
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A personal journey. BY JOYCE GLADWELL 


hen Andrew Faiz (Pop Christianity, May 2008) 
WV crersone “a powerful letter ... which spoke of 

the loneliness and pain a homosexual person 
felt within the church,” he touched a nerve for me. 

I first came alive to the reality of homosexuality in my 
early SOs. I was then back at university as a mature student 
preparing to be a marriage and family therapist. One of my 
courses was on human sexuality and the professor spared 
us little as he introduced us to the variety and complexity 
of human behaviour. He brought three lesbians to address 
the class with their personal stories, in particular how they 
came to realize their sexual identity. As I listened, I experi- 
enced a jolt of identification as I realized: these people can 
no more help who they are than I can change the colour 
of my skin. 

As a “brown face” from Jamaica, living first in the UK 


and now in Canada, I have known my share of rejection for 
what is a given in my life—a characteristic I neither chose 
nor acquired. So it was with the women before me, but with 
this difference: I could hardly hide the colour of my skin, 
but they could hide their identity unless they chose to reveal 
it. The choice for them was either to conceal and deceive, 
or reveal themselves and risk being ostracized. They were 
trapped—caught in a dilemma I was mercifully spared. 

I was raised in the Anglican tradition with a thorough 
grounding in the scriptures that included writing exams 
on the Bible at the high school level. At university, I was 
influenced by the inter-varsity movement and learned to 
set high value on the teachings of scripture, to be wary of 
selecting the parts of scripture I agreed with while ignoring 
other parts, and I was discouraged from inventing fanciful 
notions of my own. Whatever I learned that was new > 
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and different had to be put to the test 
of the scriptures. 

As I began to practice as a therapist 
and to hear more lesbian stories, I took 
time to reflect on what I was hearing 
in the light of what is recorded in the 
Bible concerning homosexuality. 

In Leviticus 18:22, among the list 
of unlawful sexual relations is this: “Do 
not lie with a man as one lies with a 
woman: that is detestable.” In Romans 
1:26 and following, Paul condemns 
homosexuality as shameful, unnatural, 
perverse and subject to God’s punish- 
ment. 

I took refuge in the gospels, where 
homosexuality is never named, and 
in Jesus’ gracious words, his under- 
standing of the human condition, 
and his heart for those least accepted 
in society. Still, Leviticus and Romans 
made me very uneasy. 

As I entered into the lives of my 
lesbian sisters, I tried to imagine what 
it would be like to live often, if not 
always, with shame and guilt, to be 
denied a life partner, to have no hope 
of family life, to know that if I were 
found out I would be avoided socially, 
I might even lose my job. I considered 
Jesus’ promise of abundant life, and 
the kingdom he came to establish. His 


mission, he said, was to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to release the prisoners, 
and let the oppressed go free. 

Here were fellow believers in Christ’s 
church, falling far short of abundant 
living, captive to the curse of their 
condition, oppressed by a rejecting 
society, and surely brokenhearted. 

To me this was a contradiction in 
the life of the church. Even the scrip- 
tures seemed to be sending inconsistent 
messages. Then I read again the story of 
Peter’s vision in the book of Acts. Peter, 
the observant Jew, is so hungry while 
he waits for a meal that he falls into a 
trance, and sees a vision. A repulsive 
bag of writhing, creeping creatures is let 
down in front of him three times, and 
he is ordered to “kill and eat.” Leviticus 
is Peter’s rule book, and in chapter 11 
he is instructed to detest certain sea 
creatures, birds and flying insects, and 
given a list of reptiles and animals 
which are unclean and must not be 
eaten. Therefore, Peter’s response to the 
strange command in his vision is, “No, 
Lord, for I have never eaten anything 
that is impure or unclean.” To this the 
Lord replies: “What I have cleansed, do 
not call impure or unclean.” 

The meaning of the vision becomes 
clear to Peter when he is called to 
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travel to the home of a Roman soldier 
to share the gospel with his household. 
This would have been unthinkable for 
Peter before his vision, “for it is against 
our law for a Jew to associate with a 
Gentile, or to visit him.” In the vision 
“God has shown me,“ says Peter, “that 
I should not call any man impure or 
unclean.” 

The dividing line between Jew and 
Gentile was circumcision, the centu- 
ries-old mark of those who belonged to 
God. When Peter’s peers, “the circum- 
cised believers,” hear of his visit to 
Gentiles, they criticize him: “You went 
into the house of uncircumcised men, 
and ate with them!” 

Reading this account again was 
a turning point for me. I see parallels 
between the unsettling issue of Jew 
and Gentile in Peter’s day, and our 
struggle over homosexuality today. I 
read God’s response to Peter’s “no” and 
I take heart for God’s timely resolution 
to our struggle. I see the dividing line 
between the churches open to blessing 
same-sex unions and the traditional 
church opposing them, and I long 
for God’s releasing word: “What I 
have cleansed, do not call impure or 
unclean.” I long for justice for my gay 
brothers and sisters, for openness as we 
listen to one another, for fellowship 
where we are now divided. I read how 
Peter’s peers dropped the barriers and 
brought their uncircumcised brothers 
into fellowship, and I see the possi- 
bility of the church today being recon- 
ciled and open to change. 

Lord, we struggle in darkness, 

give us light. 

Show us where your truth 

and mercy meet. 

Release our captive brothers 

and sisters. 

Lift their oppression. 

Remove our shortsightedness as 

we read and interpret the scriptures. 

Are we listening for God? In the 
noise of our debating, can we hear 
what God is saying? @ 


Joyce Gladwell is a frequent contributor to 
the Record. She lives in Elmira, Ont. 
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THEOLOGY 101 


God’s Crucified 
Messiah 


Providence, incarnation and the suffering world. BY JOHN VISSERS 


hen I graduated from 

seminary, my first pastoral 

assignment included chap- 
laincy service on the children’s ward 
of a local hospital. There, on a weekly 
basis, I encountered the pain and 
sorrow of families struggling with 
seriously ill, sometimes dying, chil- 
dren. Often I sat with parents whose 
questions were poignant and painful: 
“Why?” “How could God allow this to 
happen to us?” 

As a young minister, I soon realized 
that the usual theological answers were 
anemic. The mystery of evil, the reality 
of suffering, and for many, the absence 


of God, can be overwhelming. 

The Christian doctrine of provi- 
dence teaches that God not only 
created the world but also guards, 
guides and governs it with a purpose. 
Theodicy is an attempt to justify the 
existence of providence—a good and 
powerful God—in the face of mani- 
fest evil, natural and moral, in our 
world. The problem was put forth 
clearly a couple of centuries ago by 
the philosopher David Hume: “If 
God is willing to prevent evil, but not 
able, then God is not all-powerful. 
If God is able to prevent evil, but 
not willing, then God is not good.” 


In a suffering world, therefore, is it 
possible to trust in God? 

This is, of course, a very tough, 
intractable problem. When it comes 
to pastoral care, however, most of us 
have learned that weighing in with 
carefully crafted theoloical answers >» 
to these questions often misses the 
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point. It’s more important to listen 
and be present to the pain of those 
who suffer. But that response also 
springs from a perspective emphasized 
in recent theologies. 

The fact of the matter is this: 
the Bible provides no ultimate theo- 
retical answer to the problem of evil 
and suffering. Rather, Christian faith 
clings to Christ in the midst of it all. 
At the heart of the gospel we find the 
cross. And on the cross we find God’s 
crucified Messiah. The message of 
the cross is that in Jesus Christ, God 
enters into and takes up the destruc- 
tive sin and the horrific evil and the 
inexplicable suffering of the world. 
Theologians today do not shy away 
from speaking about the suffering of 
God as they once did. God in Christ 
is present in the darkness where 
the demons of destruction do their 
damnedest to destroy 
us. There, Christ stands, 
stoops and stays. 

This is not, to be sure, 
a polished philosophical 
explanation or a logical 
argument. It’s probably 
why Paul said that “the 
message about the cross 
is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:18) 
It is, however, an ever-present help in 
times of ever-present trouble. Chris- 
tian hope reminds us that we never 
suffer alone—but in and with and 
through God’s crucified Messiah, 
Jesus the Christ. This is the One, after 
all, who cried out in anguish and 
lament using the words of Psalm 22: 
“My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” 

Weare indebted to Jurgen Moltman 
among others for this insight in his 
book The Crucified God. There, Molt- 
mann describes how the Nobel Prize 
winner Elie Wiesel captured the horror 
of the Holocaust, an event which has 
had a profound influence on Chris- 
tian theology. In a poignant passage 
he tells how a young boy was hanged 
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for breaking the camp rules. As his 
body dangled from the rope, someone 
asked “Where is God now?” In the 
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The fact of the matter is this: the Bible 
provides no ultimate theoretical answer 
to the problem of evil and suffering. 
Rather, Christian faith clings to 


Christ in the midst of it all 


midst of this horror Wiesel could hear 
deep within himself: “God is here— 
hanging in this gallows.” 

Isn’t this what Christians mean by 
incarnation? The Word became flesh, 
and God entered into the fullness of 
human experience including pain, 
suffering and death. In the midst of 
a suffering world, in the darkness, the 
absence, the void—this is precisely 
where God is found. Dietrich Bonho- 
effer put it this way: “On the cross 
God allows himself to be pushed out 
into the world.” It is precisely at this 
point of greatest weakness that God 
is able to help us. God’s omnipotence 
is expressed in suffering love, not raw 
power. 

Bonhoeffer celebrated two Christ- 
mases in a Nazi prison before he 
was executed in 1945. In a letter he 


reminded his family: “For a Christian 
there is nothing particularly difficult 
about Christmas in a prison cell ... 
Indeed, Christmas has more meaning 
and is observed with greater sincerity 
there than in places where all that 
survives of the feast is its name. The 
misery, suffering, poverty, loneli- 
ness, helplessness and guilt look very 


different to the eyes of God from _ 


what they do to human beings, that 
God should come down to the very 
place which we usually abhor, that 
Christ was born in a stable because 
there was no room for Him in the 
inn—these are things which a pris- 
oner can understand better than 
anyone else.” That’s a theology for a 
suffering world. The New Testament 
makes it clear: in the cradle and on 
the cross we meet a Messiah who has 
entered our experience. By faith we 
are in this Christ, and 
this Christ is in us. We 
are loved and held by a 
Jesus who suffered for 
us and suffers with us. 
Such faith is more than 
a powerless placebo 
imbibed to dull the pain 
of daily life, an “opiate 
of the people,” as Marx 
said. A religion which 
distracts us only long enough to get 
us through tough times is not much 
more than a deadly addiction. 

But a faith which binds us to God’s 
crucified Messiah is a faith which 
binds us to the suffering of our world, 
and to God’s risen Son, ascended and 
glorified. As Living Faith puts it, “The 
forces of evil still wage war against 
us. The destructive powers are still 
present. But their end is not in doubt. 
We await the full revelation of our 
Lord’s triumph ... Thanks be to God 
who gives us the victory through Jesus 
Christ our Lord!” m 
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Rev. Dr. John Vissers is the Principal 
of The Presbyterian College, Montreal. 
His latest book is The Neo-Orthodox 
Theology of W. W. Bryden, available 
through the Book Room. 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


ICTACKDUATA 


VEER 


CALVIN 


The Scottish 
Reformers 


Calvin and Knox. BY JACK C. WHYTOCK 


ow did one Frenchman, John Calvin, who died basi- 

cally a refugee in a foreign city and was buried in 

an unmarked grave, come to have his name and 
thought so closely associated with Scotland? For genera- 
tions, Scottish Presbyterianism has been seen as Calvinist or 
Calvinian. The origins of this association have centered at 
the popular level around John Knox’s great praise of John 
Calvin’s work in Geneva in those now virtually immortal 
words: “The most perfect school of Christ that ever was in 
the earth since the days of the Apostles.” Knox’s time in 
Geneva was certainly of paramount importance for shaping 
his vision for reformation in Scotland. 

The tracing of the influence of Calvin upon Scotland’s 
Reformation and subsequent generations is sometimes easy 
to identify and at other times more complex. The reality is 
that there were diversities within the Calvinian family due 
in part to national contexts and the personalities and limita- 
tions of the locations. Thus, as the Reformed faith emerged 
in Scotland, it was greatly indebted to Calvin; yet at the same 


time, it formed its unique expressions of Calvinian theology 
and practice. Before proceeding to ask just what were the 
areas of Calvin’s influence upon Scotland, we must ask: Was 
Calvin the originator of all that he taught? In answer we 
must strongly assert that Calvin himself owed a great debt to 
fellow Reformers and other writers. Not that long ago, Tony 
Lane wrote, “Martin Bucer was the father of Calvinism.” 
The point is well made—Calvin was mentored, schooled, 
influenced by, and indebted to others. In no way does this 
detract from his genius; rather, it makes us realize that the 
body of Christ is ever interconnected. Behind a Paul there 
was a Barnabas. 

In this article, I will mention six ways that John Calvin’s 
influence spread in Scotland: church government, disci- 
pline as “the reformation of morals,” worship and liturgy, 
preaching, universities and divinity studies, and doctrine. 

Upon the return of John Knox and other Scots Reformers 
to Scotland in 1559, the organization of a national church 
began along the foundational elements of Presbyterian > 
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The Scottish Reformation was clearly a time of a revival in preaching. 
The Scots Reformers, like Calvin, took the Bible as their sole authority | 
and believed preaching was the real food for souls 


polity and discipline. This would be refined in the next 
generation, but at its heart were the offices of the minister 
of word and sacrament and the ruling elders or governors. 
Here the foundation was laid for the emergence of the other 
church courts through the “exercise” (in time, the presby- 
tery) and the General Assembly. 

Closely connected to polity was the application of church 
discipline to truly reform the moral fabric of the church and 
nation. The Scottish Reformers had seen this at work on the 
continent. The desire for God’s glory, the good of souls, and 
the prevention of the ongoing spread of sin were the three 
goals for the practice. The elders came to play a critical role 
in the process of the exercise of discipline. Popularly it came 
to be known as the “stool of repentance.” 

Scotland’s Reformation worship moved from Lutheran 
Protestantism to Genevan liturgical practices. The Book 
of Common Order (sometimes known as Knox’s Liturgy) 
was closely tied to Geneva and had its origins in Geneva’s 
English congregation of refugees. This book was basically 
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from Calvin and remained in use in Scotland until the 
Westminster Directory of the mid-17th century. The metrical 
psalm-singing tradition would come to characterize Scottish 
Presbyterianism for generations, and it certainly owed much 
of its inspiration to the Genevan example. 

The Scottish Reformation was clearly a time of a revival 
in preaching. The Scots Reformers, like Calvin, took the 
Bible as their sole authority and believed preaching was 
the real food for souls. It can be argued that Scotland was 
influenced in part by Calvin's exposition of consecutive text 
preaching and lecturing. This came to develop in Scotland as 
the sabbath lecture, which was consecutive, textual teaching 
and was distinct from the sabbath sermon. 

Reform affected virtually every area of society including 
education. The First Book of Discipline outlined a vision for 
education throughout the land. A literate culture was the 
goal—to be discipled in scriptural truth and understanding. 
Calvin’s influence in the area of education can most directly 
be seen in the curriculum of the Scottish universities from the 
1560s to the mid-16th century. His Institutes of the Christian 
Religion became one of the standard textbooks for divinity 
students. The refiner of Scottish Presbyterianism, Andrew 
Melville, used the Institutes along with the scriptures as his 
chief texts in Glasgow and at St. Andrew's. Calvin’s Geneva 
Catechism was also often used for divinity students, usually 
in Latin metrical form. Many scholars have argued that the 
creation of the post-Reformation Edinburgh University was 
inspired by the Genevan Academy. 

Finally, anyone reading Scottish theology from the Refor- 
mation period onward will conclude that Calvinism as a 
theological system has been at the centre of many of the 
polemical theological debates over the centuries. True, these 
debates may have been directed toward his successors; never- 
theless, many of the points of discussion can be traced back 
to John Calvin. 

To understand Scottish Protestant church history, Scot- 
tish education, worship, theology, and moral reform, one 
must consider the influence of the refugee of Geneva, John 
Calvin—and we have not touched on all areas of possible 
influence. There are more. Scotland’s application of Calvinian 
thought may on occasion have been unique, yet the lines of 
continuity are there. It is ever amazing to consider how one 
individual could be used in such a vast way. @ 


Dr. Jack C. Whytock is the director of Haddington House Trust, 
Charlottetown, and a visiting professor at theological colleges in 
Africa. He is the author of An Educated Clergy: Scottish Theo- 
logical Education and of the forthcoming Calvinian Influ- 
ences on the Scottish Reformation. 
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April 12, Easter Day: First read John 20:1-10 


efore the break of another day without Jesus, Mary 

went to the tomb. Darkness gave cover for a woman 

alone, and a known associate of an executed criminal. 
Why did she go? 

She probably didn’t even know, herself. Why would you 
go? Why do we go to the funeral home, and stand by the 
casket? Why do we go back to the cemetery, after the grave 
has been filled in, before it’s all neat and level and green? Be- 
cause we need to know it’s really true. That big, round stone, 
rolled over the opening of the tomb and sealed with wax, 
would prove to Mary that Jesus was really dead and gone. 

Mary went to say her last goodbye to the man who had 
lifted her out of a snakepit of demons. She followed him, 
offering what wealth she had to help him on his way. It was 
a cruel world, a man’s world; but Jesus welcomed her, and 
loved her as he loved all people. 

Mary didn’t get her proof. She couldn’t weep her last 
goodbye. The stone wasn’t in its place. The body must be 
gone! Imagine losing your best friend. Then even his grave 
is torn open! You don’t have a focus for your memories 
of him. Worst of all, you can’t find the healing that only 


PROGRESSIVE 


LECTIONARY 


YY ave 


The Risen One knows, 
and calls us by name. 
<= BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


al 


comes from natural grief! Gone! 

In Mary’s day news wasn’t news unless it came from a 
man’s lips. So Simon Peter and the mysterious “beloved dis- 
ciple,” come running into the story and out again just as 
fast. They leave Mary standing there. This is, after all, a story 
about Jesus and Mary. Mary stands there, in the garden, for 
all of us disciples, male and female. Let’s stand with her for 
a moment. They have taken our Lord away, and we don’t 
know where they have put him. 


Now read John 20:11-18 


“Mary”—“Mariam,” as she heard it. If a man spoke to a 
woman who was not his wife or his daughter, he would call 
her “Woman,” if anything at all. Jesus called her by name. 
Then she recognized him. She knew the voice, the tone, 
the accent. 

Mary stands there, tears of sorrow flowing to tears 
of joy, the model disciple. Where do we stand? Now 
we know where our Lord is, and he’s calling us by 
name! He’s alive, and he’s near, and he knows us! 
We can sing Jesus Loves Me and still keep him at arm’s 
length. But “Jesus Knows Me?” As his disciples he knows > 


April 2009 | Presbyterian Record 35 


PROGRESSIVE 
LECTIONARY 


For Mary, when voice and name came together, Jesus was 


alive again! Not just his life, but also hers was new 


us inside and out. There’s no way to 
keep him at arm’s length then. 

For Mary, when voice and name 
came together, Jesus was alive again! 
Not just his life, but also hers was 
new. Where is he, in his risen life? 
He’s this close. When we remember, 
and seek him, he calls us by name, be- 
fore we can speak the first syllable of 
his name. 

Mary spoke a name for him, “Rab- 
bouni.” Teacher. But not just a teacher. 
A life-mapper, who sets the path to 
fullness of life by word and example. 
Did Mary try to put her arms around 
him, hold him tight? He said, “Stop 
clinging to me.” He told Mary to leave 
the garden, on her own. Go and tell 
her friends the good news. 

“Stop clinging to me,” he says. 


Give up the Jesus we think we know, 
who’s wrapped up tight in our certain- 
ties and our fears. Release our grip on 
what we count on always being true. 
Let God show us something new, more 
of God’s self than we’ve ever known. 

Stand with Mary. Known through 
and through by One who lives and 
calls us by name. Tempted to hold on 
tight for fear of losing Jesus again. Told 
to let go. To go and tell. @ 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe lives and 
teaches in Halifax. 
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CALLAWAY 


Don't Be Silly 


It’s going to be okay. 
BY PHIL CALLAWAY 
ILLUSTRATION BY JONNY MENDELSSON 


e have a dog by the name 

of Mojo, which is a Bible 

name, of course. Named 
after Moses and Jonah (Moses who stut- 
tered, and Jonah who ran away from 
home a lot), this Maltese-Shih Tzu lap 
dog does not appreciate my laptop 
computer. When my father was alive, 
Mojo was his biggest fan, following 
him around their suite, grinning up at 
him past crooked teeth, and pouncing 
on his lap. The two sat by the window 
happily munching bananas, lost in a 
one-sided conversation. 

Dad loved the old saying, “If you 
can start the day without caffeine, live 
without complaining, eat the same 
food every day and be grateful, relax 
without liquor, and sleep without the 
aid of drugs, you are probably the 
family dog.” 

One night, as Alzheimers’ began to 
rear its ugly head, Dad asked, “Do you 
have any books on doubt?” 

“T think so,” I said. “Uh ... is it fora 
research project?” 

“It’s for me,” he said, unashamed. 

In my study, I managed to locate 
two good books on the topic. Dad 
thanked me for them, but a few days 
later when the subject arose, he didn’t 
mention the books. Instead, he gave 
me a verse he had handwritten on a 
piece of paper and was carrying in his 
pocket. A verse from Psalm 23: 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life, and 
I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever.” 


One word was underlined: surely. 

David did not say, “You know, it is 
quite likely that goodness and mercy 
may possibly, perhaps, probably, if I’m 
really lucky, follow me around for a 
week or two.” 

No, the verse speaks with assurance 
that God’s goodness will provide, that 


His mercy will pardon. Forever. 

Amid the unnerving changes in his 
life, Dad needed the promise of a change- 
less God. With his memory beginning to 
fail, he found comfort in meditating on 
the “one with whom there is never the 
slightest variation or shadow of incon- 
sistency” James 1:17). > 
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One June evening we were lounging 
on our covered deck, watching the sky 
change color in the west. Ragged edges 
of black appeared over the Rockies, 
growled a warning, and started their 
slow march toward us. Mojo was 
slumped on Grandpa’s lap, but once 
the clouds rattled with thunder, she 
began to shake like she had one paw 
in a light socket. 

“It'll be okay,” Dad whispered, 
patting her ewok head reassuringly. 
But she wouldn’t be 


comforted. “I’ve got 
you, don’t worry,” 
he murmured, 


massaging her shoul- 
ders. But she wouldn't 
listen. An irrational fear had gripped 
her tiny body. She trembled. She 
shook. She panted. And as the clouds 
tumbled closer and the rain touched 
down, she leaped from his lap, darted 
under a wheelbarrow, and refused to 


“Do you think God feels a little like we do right 
now? Trying to comfort frightened creatures 
who can’t understand what’s going on?” 


come out. 

Dad leaned forward. “Don’t be 
silly,” he said, shaking his head. “It’s 
gonna be okay.” 

“So do you think God feels a little 
like we do right now?” I suggested. 


“Trying to comfort frightened crea- 
tures who can’t understand what’s 
going on? Do you think he’s trying to 
tell us to trust him? That’s it’s gonna 
be okay?” 

I think it’s the only time I ever 
preached to my dad. He looked my 
way, and a smile pulled at the corners 
of his eyes. I know for a fact that the 
doubts lingered and the questions 
remained unanswered. But when the 
storm ended and the dog hopped on 
his lap, the doubts 
seemed to fade into 
insignificance. As 
he sheld thesidoe 
close, I thought of 
our heavenly father 
who holds us in his arms amid life’s 
storms, whispering, “Don’t be silly, 
my child. It’s gonna be okay.” 


Phil Callaway is a speaker and best-selling 
author. Visit him online at laughagain.org 


This couple is reading the latest financial 
news and they are still smiling. .. Why? 


Because they can count on guaranteed annual income, 
mostly tax-free, for the rest of their lives AND they 
will be leaving a substantial legacy to support vitally 
needed ministries in The Presbyterian eae in 
Canada after they die. 


Sound too good to be true? Then + you hover’ t heard 


38 Presbyterian Record 


about GIFT ANNUITIES. Call the Planned Giving 
Office today to learn more about gift annuities and 
to receive a free gift annuity quote. 


pe Gift Annuity Quotes: 


A married couple (both 70 years old), acquiring a $20,000 joint gift 
annuity, would receive an immediate donation receipt of $4,000 and an 
annuity rate of 5.14% with annual payments of $1,027 (84% tax-free). 

A 75 year old man, acquiring a $20,000 single life gift annuity, would 
receive an immediate donation receipt of $6,468 and an annuity rate of 
6.65% with annual payments of $1,330 (100% tax-free). 


(The above figures are for illustrative purposes only. Annuity rates are subject to change.) 


Planned Giving Office, The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
1-800-619-7301, plannedgiving@presbyterian.ca 


Planting seeds of hope. For generations to come. 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


TO TOCKFTIOTO 


RESOURCES 


Biblical Study 


Online 


Resources for could-be theologians. 


or the Reformers, presenting the 
Pin in the everyday language 

was paramount. It was assumed 
that every Christian deserved the 
right to read and study the Bible. But 
somehow things changed and for a 
variety of reasons biblical study once 
again found itself almost exclusively 
relegated to the offices of ordained 
ministers and scholars. Nonetheless, 
the tide has changed once more. The 
truth is, it’s now easier than ever to not 
only read your Bible in a completely 
comprehensible fashion, but also to 
study it in-depth almost effortlessly 
using your home computer. 

While it’s true there’s a lot of junk 
theology out there in cyberspace, 
there’s also a lot of good, reliable infor- 
mation. The internet has a lot to offer 
could-be theologians in the pews. From 
Near Eastern archeology to entertain- 
ment, to word study tools, the internet 
can help the average parishioner seem 
like a divinity school grad. Here are 
just a few of the websites every Chris- 
tian should know about: 


Biblos 

www.biblos.com 

Just open up this site, type in the 
passage you want to see, and the New 
American Standard Bible appears on 


- your screen. Not sure you understand 


all of the vocabulary or just want to 
take a closer look? Click the “Paral- 
lel” tab at the top of the screen and 
see how the verse is rendered in other 


BY BRADLEY CHILDS 


translations (a total of 25 transla- 
tions can be viewed side by side). 
Not enough! Click the “Hebrew” 
tab and see the nine presentations 
of the Hebrew text from the Aleppo 
Codex to the Hebrew Bible, or check 
out the Latin text or the Septuagint 
Greek (with or without Diacritics). 
Didn’t get what you want? Click on 
the “Lexicon” tab and find alternate 
definitions for each individual word, 
or cross-reference a word and locate 
similar verses and passages elsewhere 
in the Bible. And if that’s not enough, 
you can also check out the atlas, com- 
mentary and concordance. This is an 
online intensive study Bible and this 
site has it all. 
Other comparable sites include: 
e Bible Gateway 
www.biblegateway.com 
e Blue Letter Bible 
www.blueletterbible.org 
e Bible dot com 
www.bible.com 
¢ The Unbound Bible 
unbound.biola.edu 


BeliefNet 

www.beliefnet.com 

This large multidenominational and 
multi-faith website is devoted to 
helping individuals seek out spiritual 
information and fostering dialogue 
between differing views. It is filled 
with articles, cards, daily Bible read- 
ings, devotions, interviews with 
various religious leaders, discussion 


groups, and prayer support, as well as 

inspirational and instructive videos 

from notable speakers such as Marcus 

Borg and Brian McLaren. This site also 

contains a popular and somewhat 

comical widget known as the Belief- 

O-Matic—a questionnaire that deter- 

mines which religion or denomination 

is your closest match. The purpose of 

the site is to allow users to ask spiritual 

questions and seek spiritual answers. 

Other comparable sites include: 

* Christianity Today (online) 
www.christianitytoday.com 

* Sojourners 

www.sojo.net 

World Mag 

www.worldmag.com 

Family Life 

www.familylife.com 


The Text This Week 

www.textweek.com 

Just click on the upcoming Sunday 
and you will see all of the forthcoming 
scriptures from the Revised Common 
Lectionary (the scripture readings that 
will be used in most of our churches 
each week). The Text This Week web 
page contains around 200 links each 
week that pertain directly to the 
lectionary readings. Find prayers, 
film clips, teaching notes, preaching 
resources, Bible studies, related short 
stories, articles, discussion boards 
and guides, complete sermons and 
complete worship services, socio- 
economic related information, > 


April 2009 | Presbyterian Record 39 


RESOURCES 


church resources like bulletin covers 
and inserts, hymn suggestions, chil- 
dren’s stories, maps, skits and plays 
and on and on and on. Developed 
primarily for ministers and church 
staff, this site has continually grown 
and has proven itself useful far beyond 
its original intentions. The site is 
extremely eclectic, incredibly useful, 
and garners worldwide respect for 
good reason. 

Other comparable sites include: 

* www.lectionary.org 

* www.commontexts.org 

* www.word-sunday.com 


Not scholarly enough for you? 
Check out these sites: 


Internet Christian Library 
www.icinet.org 

From this website you can manoeuvre 
through a massive collection of histor- 
ical Christian creeds or read the trans- 
lated sermons of Martin Luther. At ICL 
you can find a copy of the first-century 
instructions for Christians known as 
the Didache, or read St. Augustine’s 
City of God. You can find the letter 
Clement of Rome sent to the church 
in Corinth in the late first/early- 
second century when he was Bishop of 


YGEM 


Guardian Ethical Management Inc. 


Rome, or you can read free copies of 
Our Daily Bread. This site has or links 
to almost any piece of historical Chris- 
tian writing a budding scholar might 
possibly wish for. Come here to learn 
where theological study began. 
Other comparable sites include: 
° Christian Classic Ethereal Library 
www.ccel.org 
¢ The Internet Classic Archive 
www.classics.mit.edu 
¢ Online Christian Library 
www.ntslibrary.com 
¢ iTanakh 
www.itanakh.org 


ABZU 

www.etana.org/abzu 

This massive hub is set up to link each 
user to the best information on the 
ancient Near East and Mediterranean. 
Type in any relevant topic of interest 
and you will unearth credible academic 
articles and more. Looking for histori- 
cally relevant information? Type in 
“Baal” and find an article on Baal in 
17th-century Judah. Type in “cruci- 
fixion” and check out the archeolog- 
ical information, such as photographs 
of excavated bone fragments of a foot 
complete with nail, or learn what Jose- 


Endowments 
Foundations 

Pension Plans 

Capital Funds 

Charitable Organizations 


Bringing Sustainable InvestingTo 
Institutional Investors 


The combined excellence of established industry leaders: Guardian Capital LP and Ethical Fund: 


Disciplined investment management consistent with promoting a sustainable society, 


Providing institutional investors with an integrated Socially Responsible Investing solution. 


Ongoing shareholder engagement sels us apart. 


To find out more about GEM, contact John M. Clancy, CFA 
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jclancy@gemportfolios.com 
416.350.6880 


phus (a first-century Jewish historian) 
had to say. Find archaeological excava- 
tion reports, ancient text translations, 
and reliable information on almost 
any ancient Near Eastern topic. 
Other comparable sites include: 
* The Oriental Institute 
oi.uchicago.edu 
* Biblical Archeology Review 
www.bib-arch.org 
+ Archeology 
www.archaeology.org 
* Okeanos 
www. faculty.washington.edu/snoegel/ 
okeanos.html 


The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
www.presbyterian.ca 

This is a wonderful resourse for 
news reports, directories, education, 
missions, and community informa- 
tion. The site provides historical, theo- 
logical and organizational data. In 
addition, the site incorporates links 
to the Presbyterian Museum (which 
you may tour online), the Presbyterian 
Book Room, digital photo galleries 
and official policies and more. Most 
noteworthy are the online resources, 
where you can find information on 
bursaries, ideas for justice ministries 
and youth, dramas for your church 
services, worship helps and _ ideas, 
complete liturgies, Presbyterian World 
Service and Development, and Living 
Faith. Want to know what creeds the 
PCC upholds or what exactly makes 
a person Presbyterian to begin with? 
This site will tell you. 

Other comparable sites include: 
Christian Answers 
www.christiananswers.net 

Codex 

www.biblical-studies.ca 

Journal of Religion and Society 
moses.creighton.edu/JRS 
Religion-Online 
www.religion-online.org @ 


Rev. Bradley Childs is pastoral associate 
at Dayspring, Edmonton (www.dayspring- 
church.ca). This is the first of a series of 
articles on online resources. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


On October 23, 2008, Cardinal Justin Rigali, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Philadelphia, 
published the following column in The Catholic Standard and Times. Insertion of this letter 
in the Record has been paid for by a member of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 


Copyright © The Catholic Standard and Times, 
the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. 


The Word Became Flesh 
Cardinal Justin Rigali 


Faithful Citizenship — Respect for Life 


In the context of our continued observance of October as Respect Life Month, this week’s topic reflects 
the title and contents of the United States Bishops’ document: “Forming Consciences for Faithful 

' Citizenship.” This document complements the teaching of bishops in the various dioceses of the United 
States. However, it is not a topic that is new to American Catholics or, for that matter, to Catholics of 
any age or time. Love of home and love of the place where we live can be said to be as old as the human 
race. Perhaps it is a reflection of the fact that our first parents lived in a place which was sacred because 
of God’s communion with them there in the Garden. The pagan Roman authors wrote of the patria, the 
land beloved by a people because they lived there. Jesus is very much associated with the places where 
He was born, where He lived His early life and where He fulfilled His public mission of preaching, teach- 
ing, dying and rising for our salvation. We have been created in such a way that we are called to live in 
a community of persons and the distinct communities we are a part of become important to us. 


The development of forms of government 


In order to promote the common good and ensure the well-being and safety of individuals, local and 
national governments have grown out of humanity’s need for order and protection. These governments 
may take many different forms and they have evolved in different ways over the ages. The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church reminds us that the citizen “owes loyalty to the communities of which he is a part 
and respect to those in authority who have charge of the common good” (CCC, 1880). In his Encyclical 
Pacem In Terris, Blessed John XXIII wrote: “Human society can be neither well-ordered nor prosperous 
unless it has some people invested with legitimate authority to preserve its institutions and to devote 
themselves as far as is necessary to work and care for the good of all” (no. 46). 


The relationship of the Church to various types of government has taken on many different forms over 
the course of her long history. There have been governments which have persecuted the Church and its 
gmembers, there have been governments which made the Church a part of their identity and there have 
been governments within which the Church enjoyed the freedom to pursue her mission, with the state 
being neither friend nor enemy of her beneficial work. In the United States of America, our own country, 
the Church has generally enjoyed the freedom to pursue her mission and in turn has brought many ben- 
efits to American society, especially through our institutions of charity and our schools. Catholic schools 
have not only saved taxpayers billions of dollars, they have also taught patriotism and love of country 
within their walls. | am sure that many of you reading this will recall the patriotism and responsibility to 
our country that was taught to you when you were a student in one of our parish or archdiocesan schools. 
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The faithful citizenship of American Catholics 


Faithful citizenship has been carried out by hundreds of thousands of Catholic soldiers in defense of our 
country. It is particularly significant to note the many Catholics who fought during the Second World 
War because, in many cases, these soldiers were the children or grandchildren of immigrants from the 
very countries they were fighting, as in the case of the Italian-American and German-American soldiers. 
Many Irish-American soldiers fought at the side of an ally, the United Kingdom, which at times had 
been unjust to Catholics in Ireland. Yet these faithful American Catholics fought bravely for their coun- 
try. In this age of the “sound bite” and the manipulation of the mind by clever advertising and appeals 
to emotion, it is important to know history and to see issues in their proper context. 


The Catholic Church in the United States has left to “Caesar” the things that are proper to government, 
when issues do not involve the abuse of human rights or the rights of the natural and divine law. 
Government has sometimes sought out the support of Church leaders in certain circumstances. For instance, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt sought to pursue friendly relations with Cardinal George Mundelein of 
Chicago in order to receive the Cardinal's support of his social programs, and Cardinal Francis Spellman 
of New York, in order to reassure American Catholics that it was not immoral to aid communist Russia 
during World War Il. If an issue involves the common good of the American people or the resolution of a 
moral question, the bishops of the United States have been willing to be of assistance to the state. However, 
the affirmation of the Catholic Bishops of Pennsylvania, contained in our recently-issued public statement, 
remains true: “We bishops do not endorse any candidate or party. Our role is to teach and form consciences” 
(A.Call to Faithful Citizenship and Respect for Life, The Catholic Bishops of Pennsylvania). 


Issues involving human dignity can be known by our reason 


You know how often | have addressed the dignity of the human person in this column. | have done so 
in many different circumstances. One aspect of the dignity of the human person is the ability to reason 
and to know. Another aspect of human dignity is the affirmation of the rights of the individual’s con- 
science. However, if we fail to acknowledge any natural or revealed norms to guide and properly form 
our consciences, each of us could wind up justifying almost anything. The human conscience is always at 
the service of truth and virtue, but it must be properly formed in order to function properly. We believe 
that because we are made in God's image we have within our very nature a fundamental understanding 
of right and wrong. To us as human persons, this “law of the heart,” as it is sometimes called, requires a 
responsibility beyond laws enacted by governments. We have seen an example of this very recently. One 
hundred Philadelphia police recruits were taken on a tour of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in 
Washington, D.C. The leadership of the Philadelphia Police Department wanted these recruits to see 
examples of cases in which the police in Nazi Germany carried out policies which were legal in that 
country at that time but immoral and unjustified in the eyes of civilized human persons, whose con- 
sciences told them that this was evil. The conviction of Nazi war criminals after the Second World War 
was not based on the fact that what they did was illegal but that it was a crime against humanity, 
which can be recognized by any person of good will. Consequently, these leaders were held responsible 
for their actions, which had been /ega/ but grossly evil and immoral. 


Even in our own country, there were practices such as racial segregation or slavery, which were legal but 
evil and immoral. We are all familiar with the photographs of Catholic priests and Religious Sisters, as 
well as many members of the Catholic lay faithful, marching side by side with African-Americans to end 
the discrimination that was legal but evil and immoral. The Church is not only permitted to proclaim 
moral truths in the face of opposition but is obliged to do so as a proclamation of the dignity of the 
human person. 
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The challenge of our own times 


Our own common sense tells us that not every issue is of the same importance. At various times in history, 
a people or nation is confronted with an issue that transcends others in importance and that demands a 
courageous response. The transcending issue of our day is the intentional destruction of innocent human 
life, as in abortion. We wish with all our hearts that no candidate and no party were advocating this 
heinous act against the human person. However, since it is a transcending issue, and even supported in 
its most extreme and horrific forms, we must proclaim time and time again that no intrinsic evil can ever 
be supported in any way, most especially when it concerns the gravest of all intrinsic evils: the taking of 
an innocent life. We bishops of Pennsylvania quoted from the late Pope John Paul Il’s Post Synodal 
Exhortation on the Vocation and Mission of the Lay faithful and | quote him again here: “The inviolability 
of the person which is a reflection of the absolute inviolability of God, finds its primary and fundamental 
expression in the inviolability of human life. Above all, the common outcry, which is justly made on behalf 
of human rights — for example, the right to health, to home, to work, to family, to culture — is false 
and illusory if the right to life, the most basic and fundamental right and the condition for all other 
personal rights, is not defended with maximum determination” (Christifideles Laici, 38). 


At this moment in our country’s history, defense of innocent human life is a moral responsibility for all 
of us. The same God who thundered from Mount Sinai: “Thou shalt not kill,” thunders still. When life in 
the womb is destroyed, God thunders: “This is a child!” When by the most barbaric means, unworthy of 
any civilized people, the brain of a child is sucked out of his or her head by a vacuum, God thunders: “This 
is a child!” When a baby is left to die of exposure on a shelf because of a failed abortion, and this is 
considered a “right” by any leader, God, the Source of all law and authority, thunders: “This is a child!” 
When we are faced with every modern means of education and communication, in addition to the law 
placed in our hearts at creation, no one, and most especially, no Catholic, can ever say: “I did not know.” 


The human dignity that we proclaim works two ways: it affords us a great privilege but it also demands 
a responsibility. The feeble defense “I did not know” cannot be used by any responsible person in our 
time when confronted with the reality of abortion. We do know. We know because we can reason and 
think and see. Along with this position, which is confirmed by modern science, comes a command: 
“Thou shalt not kill.” It is not a question of politics but a question of the gravest of intrinsic evils; and 
just as the reality of what it is cannot be explained away, neither can our responsibility. 


Throughout our history, Catholics have earned their right to call themselves patriotic Americans. Faithful 
citizenship not only includes dying for one’s country or working towards its prosperity, it also includes 
being faithful to a law which is higher than the expediency of the moment with the same generosity of 
body and heart, and the same courage that is given on the battlefield and in the workplace. We remind 
ourselves of this as we continue to be called to faithful citizenship and respect for life in the “earthly 
city” without forgetting that we are ultimately called to live as citizens of heaven forever. 
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FROM THE 
MODERATOR 


The Most 
Incredible Tomb 


We come with adoration, praise, thankfulness and worship. 


BY REV. CHEOL SOON PARK 


yramid, Great Wall, Roman 
Povescn Machu Picchu, 

Angkor Wat of Cambodia, Petra 
of Jordan, Chichen Itza, Teotihuacan 
of Mexico, and more. Do any of 
these names sound familiar to you? 
These ancient structures are amongst 
those listed by the BBC as the SO 
places you must visit before you die. 
They are truly incredible. It is hard 
to even imagine how these structures 
were built without any modern 
equipment. 

My personal favourite amongst 
these wonders are the pyramids. They 
are one of the oldest and heaviest (more 
than 4,600 years and over hundreds 
of thousand tons) structures existing 
on earth. They were built as tombs. 
Not any tombs, but royal tombs. As 
soon as a king was born in ancient 
Egypt, a project for a new pyramid 
started. Sometimes, due to the scale of 
the construction, a pyramid was not 
completed by the time of a king’s death 
and his body had to wait outside to 
be buried. Archaeologists have found 
many incredible artifacts in the pyra- 
mids. The chambers were packed with 
not only royal mummies and their 
belongings, but also with a number of 
pets (yes, they mummified dogs, cats 
and birds), royal chariots, and even a 
full size royal sailboat (all inside the 
tomb!). It is said that all the servants 
were buried alive with the king. It was 
done in the belief that when the king 
was resurrected, s/he might need all 
these things and people in the next 
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life. A bigger pyramid and more stuff 
inside meant people had more affec- 
tion for the dead. 

Around 220 B.C., there was a 
kingdom established in China called 
the Qin (or Chin) Dynasty. Shi 
Huangdi became the first emperor to 
unite China. Under his reign, a great 
wall was started in the north. Fittingly, 
Emperor Shi built for himself not just 
a tomb, or even a pyramid, but a 
massive city only to accommodate his 
body. When he died he was buried in 
the centre of the city with everything 
that belonged to him. He was going 
to come back to rule the world again 
as the Mighty Emperor. The entire city 
was covered with soil but through the 
diligent work of archaeologists, the 
site has been located. It became an 
instant sensation for the terra cotta 
army that was found at the burial 
site. The site was packed with an army 
of 6,000 pottery soldiers (all life size) 
that were put there to protect the tomb 
and the king. They may be a replace- 
ment for the actual people (each with 
a stunning facial expression) who had 
previously been buried with the rulers. 
What a reward for a faithful servant! 

These are just two examples of how 
people have tried to grab immorta- 
lity and leave their traces by building 
bigger and bigger tombs. 

This month we are invited to a 
tomb. It is the tomb of Jesus Christ. 
There are no decorations or remains. 
The tomb is empty. Yet we come to 
this empty tomb in adoration, praise, 


thankfulness and worship. We come 
to this place not because it is full 
of kingly artifacts but because it is 
empty. There are many burial sites in 
the world that testify how great those 
rulers were. But no site tells more 
than this empty tomb. Here is where 
the good news begins. Jesus came to 
become as one of us. He lived with us. 
He served us as a servant. He suffered 
because of us. On the cross, Jesus gave 
everything he had and died for us. 
But he was raised from the dead and 
became the first fruit of resurrection. 
His tomb is empty because he was 
resurrected. It is empty because he 
gave everything he had to us. Easter 
is not just another religious holiday. It 
is the day to visit the empty tomb to 
realize that we are the people of resur- 
rection and that we also should give as 
Jesus did for others. 

The tomb is empty! The Lord is 
risen! Hallelujah! a 
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Rev. Cheol Soon Park 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, REGINA 


is seeking a Minister of Word and Sacrament 


We are a downtown church situated in a culturally vibrant area of Regina, a 

thriving city of 200,000 and a great community for families. We have membership 

of 240, with good potential for congregational growth. Our large, beautiful 

sanctuary and Christian Education wing serve many purposes, both internal 

D 0 eS our n ew and community. We earnestly seek a minister who can lead us in meaningful 
y worship, provide pastoral care, guide us in our outreach at local and global 

levels, and in our urgent need to engage 


m i n ister yea ci a younger generations. 
the Record? aes Ea a paves ne 


Rev. Devon Pattemore - knoxpresb@sasktel.net 
c/o First Presbyterian Church, 


° d t! | ” 2170 Albert St., Regina, SK. S4P 2T9 
Find out! lewis oa esate 


Website: http://www.firstpresregina.ca 


Place your employment 
ad in our next issue. 


The Presbyterian Record is 


a great resource for clergy EXECUTIVE POSITION WITHIN 
and lay people alike. THE LIFE AND MISSION AGENCY 


Find the perfect The Presbyterian Church in Canada, through the Life and Mission 
, Agency, is inviting applications for the executive position of Associate 
candidate fast. Secretary, The Vine at the national office in Toronto. The Associate 
Secretary will actively assist congregations find and use resources 
helpful to their ministries, looking at and producing new resources in 
renewal and revitalization. A complete position description is available 


ECOR on the webpage at www.presbyterian.ca/vinesearch 
Contact Carol McCormick at 
905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: 


RD The deadline for receiving applications is FRIDAY, MAY 1ST, 2009 


Applications should be submitted to: 
The General Secretary, Life and Mission Agency 
50 Wynford Dr., Toronto ON M3C 157 


Email: rfeee@presbyterian.ca 
cmccormick@canadads.com 


Grace Church Presbyterian 


Our church is looking for a Senior Pastor, to provide Bible-rooted preaching complemented with 
visionary and inspired guidance for our congregation, our active lay leadership and our staff. 


Situated at the eastern edge of Toronto, Grace is a welcoming inclusive body of believers at different 
stages of their continuing walk with Christ. Our traditional and contemporary services reflect the 
church’s and our community’s diversity in age, culture, ethnicity and familial groups. 


With a passion for God and for people, we are discipling, serving and growing together in Christ. We 
would like our new minister to continue to build that momentum with us. 


Contact Andrew Allison, Interim Moderator (905) 852-5921 x225, or andrew@saintpauls.ca 
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Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Miramichi, N.B., Ferguson Grace and St. James 
pastoral charge; Interim Moderator Rev. Derek 
Krunys, 206 Wellington St., Miramichi, NB E1N 
1M7; 506-773-5130; dkrunys@hotmail.com. 

Pictou, N.S., St. Andrew's; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jeanette Fleischer, PO Box 142, River 
John, NS BOK 1NO0; 902-351-2219 (s) or 902- 
351-2473 (h); jen.fleisch@ns.sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND EASTERN ONTARIO 

Huntingdon, Que., St. Andrew’s and Athelstan; 
Full-time minister for two-point charge; Inte- 
rim Moderator Rev. lan Fraser, 11 Rodney Ave., 
Pointe-Claire, QC H9R 4L8; ian@stcolumba.ca. 

Ottawa, Ont., Gloucester; Full-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. Adrian Auret, PO 
Box 609, Manotick, ON K4M 1A6; 613-692- 
4228; adrian.auret@rogers.com. 

Quebec City, Que., St. Andrew's; Full-time mini- 
ster effective April 2009; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Giancarlo Fantechi, 106-97 Oxford Cres., 
Sherbrooke, QC J1M 2G3; 819-566-5962; 
gfantechi@sympatico.ca. 

Stittsville, Ont., St. Andrew's; Full-time single- 
point charge; Interim Moderator Rev. Ruth 
Houtby, 174 First Ave., Ottawa, ON K1S 2G4; 
613-235-0910; rhoutby@rogers.com. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 

ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Barrie, Essa Road; Interim Moderator Rev. Heather 
Malnick, c/o Living Faith Community Presbyte- 
rian Church, 206 Murphy Rd., Baxter, ON LOM 
1B1; 705-424-0779; livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Bermuda, St. Andrew’s; Full-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Bryn MacPhail, 

c/o St. Giles Kingsway Presbyterian Church, 
15 Lambeth Rd., Toronto, ON M9A 2Y6; 416- 
233-8591; bryn31@rogers.com. 

Cambridge, St. Andrew's Galt; Minister of Word 
and Sacrament, Full-time; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Bill Bynum, c/o St. Andrew’s Galt Presb- 
yterian Church, 130 Victoria Ave., Cambridge, 
ON N1S 1Y2;knoxpreston@golden.net. 

East Oro, Esson, Jarratt, Willis, Orillia, Upter- 
grove Churches; Full-time minister for three 
charges in Presbytery of Barrie; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Tim Raeburn-Gibson, c/o 
First Presbyterian Church, 200 Maple St., 
Collingwood, ON L9Y 2R2; 705-445-4651; 


trg@georgian.net. 

Erin, Burns, Ospringe, Knox; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Sean Howard, PO Box 433, Campbellville, 
ON LOP 1B0; 905-854-5145; 
sean@nassagaweya.com. 

Etobicoke, Mimico; Full-time ministry; Interim 
Moderator Rev. George Anderson, c/o 
St. Andrew's Islington Presbyterian Church, 
3819 Bloor St.W., Etobicoke, ON M9B 1K7;416- 
233-9800; george@standrewsislington.org. 

Grand Valley, shared ministry of Knox Presbyte- 
rian and Trinity United; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Harvey Self, PO Box 276, Orangeville, 
ON LOW 227;519-941-1334; 
tweedsmuirpresbyterian@bellnet.ca. 

Guelph, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Angus 
Sutherland, 75 Grand Ave. N., Cambridge, ON 
N1S 2L1; ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com. 

North Bay, Calvin; Interim Moderator Rev. 

Les Drayer, c/o Calvin Presbyterian Church, 
401 First Ave. W., North Bay, ON P1B 3C5; 
705-495-4660; lesdrayer@cogeco.ca; 
www.calvinpresbyterianchurch.ca. 

Orillia, St. Andrew’s Orillia; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Rick Horst, 47 Owen St., Barrie, 

ON L4M 3G9; rick@standrewsbarrie.ca. 

Oro, Trinity Community; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Keith Boyer, 294 St. Vincent St., Barrie, 
ON L4M 4A1; keb-cvb@sympatico.ca. 

Peterborough, St. Stephen’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald, c/o Knox College, 
59 St.George St., Toronto, ON M6S 2E6; 
s.macdonald@utoronto.ca. 

Roslin and Tweed, St. Andrew’s and St. 
Andrew's; Interim Moderator Rev. Craig 
Cribar, 27 Beverley Cres., Belleville, ON K8P 
4W8; 613-967-0147; cmcribar@sympatico.ca. 

Schomberg, Emmanuel; Half-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jeremy Lowther; 
905-857-2419; jlowther1845@rogers.com. 

Toronto, Beaches; Interim Moderator Rev. Alex 
Bisset, 662 Pape Ave., Toronto, ON M4K 355; 
416-850-7531; wabisset@rogers.com. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Atwood, Atwood; Interim Moderator 
Reverend Cathrine Campbell, PO Box 477, 
Brussels, ON NOG 1H0; 519-887-9831; 
cecampbell@wightman.ca. 

Brantford, Knox and Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Pleasant; 
Interim Moderator The Rev. Donald Young, 
11 White Oaks Ave., Brantford, ON N3R 5N8; 
greenbrier@rogers.com. 

Dromore, Amos; Holstein, Knox; Normanby, 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
All notices of pulpit vacancies will be charged to 
the congregation: $40 minimum for one-time 
insertion or $25 per insertion for four or more. 
This charge applies to all congregations. 

Contact the Record office regarding items for 

this column. 


Knox; three-point charge; Interim 
Moderator Jeremy Sanderson, PO Box 1632, 
Walkerton, ON NOG 2V0; 519-881-4222; 
knoxchurch@brucetelecom.com. 

Duart; Part-time; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Andrew Song, 551 Victoria Ave., PO Box 761; 
519-683-2442; andrewapack@gmail.com. 

Fort Erie, St. Andrew’s-Knox; Search Committee 
Chair David Randall, 495 Niagara Blvd., 

Fort Erie, ON L2A 3H2; 1-888-665-6681; 
drandall@cogeco.ca. 

Hamilton, St. Paul's; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Tom Billard, 1901 8th concession West, RR 
1,Cambridge,ON N1R 582; 519-621-3023; 
tcbillard@rogers.com. 


Chalmers Summer School 
July 6-24, 2009 


From 
Seedling to 


Strength: 
Tending God’s Garden 
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® Thinking about Ministry |} sumns seinen 


Jim Johnson, PO Box 256, Durham, ON NOG 
@) N d lea d rs rsh | fy) 1RO; 519-369-2181; rev jimj@gmail.com. 
e : Kilmartin, Burns Mosa; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Kathy Fraser, c/o North Caradoc-St. Andrew's 
If you are thinking about ministry and leadership as a Presbyterian Church, 8503 Scotchmere Dre 


a Tees : : Strathroy, ON N7G 3H3; 519-245-8769; 
possibility for your life and wondering about where to Ce covenant 


study, we invite you tOms Listowel, Knox; Senior Minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. James K. Stewart, PO Box 
655, Milverton, ON NOK 1M0;519-595-8953; 


Think: Montreal = one of Canada’s most vibrant cities — jamesk@cyg.net. 


an urban postmodern setting with a rich blend of languages, cultures, Mitchell, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Glenn 
creeds, and aspirations. Kukkola, PO Box 129, Shakespeare, ON NOB 


2P0; 519-625-8317; Church1 @cyg.net. 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, St. Andrew’s; Interim 


McGill 


Think: Integrated Program = rigorous academic 


Moderator Rev. Martin Wehrmann, c/o 


theology combined with deep spiritual formation, relevant practical 515 Scott St, St, Catharines, ON L2M 3X3; 
training, and exposure to the global church. 905-646-0616; maw49@hotmail.com; 

www.standrewsniagara.com/26122.hml. 
Think: Top-Notch Faculty = combining the resources Petrolia, St. Andrew’s and Dawn, Knox; Interim 
of the McGill Faculty of Religious Studies, The Montreal School of Theology, Moderator Rev. Barry Van Dusen, c/o St. Giles 
and the Presbyterian College Faculty under the leadership of the Rev. Presbyterian Church, 770 Lakeshore Rd., 
Dr.John Vissers. Sarnia,ON N7T 215;519-542-2253; 


st.giles@ebtech.net. 


Tiverton, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Susan 
Samuel, 345 Durham St., Kincardine, ON N2Z 
1Y6; 519-396-2311; ssamuel@bmts.com. 

Wallaceburg, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. 

Think: Mission -a college committed to “Shaping Mike Maroney, c/o First Presbyterian Church, 

Transformational Church Leaders” in the Reformed tradition. 60 Fifth St., Chatham, ON N7M 4V7; 

519-352-2313; maroney@firstchatham.org. 


Think: In Ministry Year — an in-depth intensive 
integrated field education experience to learn the reality of ministry. 


Think: Christian Community = offering small classes, 
intimate and friendly surroundings and support systems that include 
affordable fees and generous bursary assistance. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 
NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 
Flin Flon, Man., St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 


Rev. Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 


Think: Winnipeg, MB R3K 0L1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mts.net. 
The Pres byteri On Ca lege, Montreal Portage la Prairie, Man., First; Interim Moderator 


Rev. David Wilson, 22 Linden Blvd., Brandon, 
MB R7B 1B9; dwilsguy@mts.net. 

Thunder Bay, Ont., First; Interim Moderator Bert 
Vancook, 207 S. Brodie St., Thunder Bay, ON 
P7E 1C1; presby1 @tbaytel.net. 


Act: Check us out at www.presbyteriancollege.ca 


then contact us: 

The Presbyterian College 
3495 University St., Montreal, 
QC H3A 2A8 
tel: 514-288-5256 
info@presbyteriancollege.ca 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE NORTHWEST 

Calgary, Alta., Centennial; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Helen Smith, 6 Rocky Vista Terrace 
NW, Calgary, AB T3G 5G5; 403-592-1661; 
hsmith1106@gmail.com. 

Sherwood Park, Alta., Sherwood Park; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Heinrich Grosskopf, c/o 
Dayspring Presbyterian Church, 11445 40 
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Ave. NW, Edmonton, AB T6J OR4; 780-293- 
0618; dpcrev@telus.net. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 

Vancouver, Vancouver Taiwanese; 

Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. Roberta 
Clare, 101-6230 Thunderbird Blvd., 
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z4; 604-822-1680; 
clare@standrews.edu. 

Victoria, St. Andrew's; Full-time assistant 
minister, three-year call; Convener Search 
Committee Colina Titus, c/o St. Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church, 680 Courtenay St., 
Victoria, BC V8W 1C1; 250-384-5734; 
colina.titus@gmail.com. 


Obituaries 


DOAN, NEIL, a respected elder for 42 years 
and clerk of session for more than 20 
years at First, Port Colborne, Ont., died 
January 17, 2009. Neil is survived by his 
sons Trent (Linda), Scott (Leslie), and his 
sister Phyllis Davidson. His wife Ruth 
predeceased him in 1999, 


GORDON, JOHN SCOTT, aged 75. Beloved 


member of Calvin-Goforth, Saskatoon, 
Sask. Long-time elder, choir leader and 
organist. “Scottie,” as he was known, 
gave freely of his time and talents to the 
church and community. He passed away 
November 26, 2008, and will be sadly 
missed by his wife Phyllis, his family, and 
many friends. 


JERMEY, GRANT aged 87, long-time elder 
and choir member of Esson, Rugby Oro- 
Medonte Twp., Ont., passed away on 
January 23, 2009. He was predeceased by 
his wife Grace and leaves children Pam 
Jerry Whelan) of Toronto, Ont., Pat (Joe 
Micallef) of Courtice, Ont., and Scott of 
Hawkestone, Ont. 


MCCOMBIE, DOROTHY, on December 14, 
2008, at Wellington Terrace, aged 75. 
Lovingly cared for by her nephew Rick 
McCombie and his wife Joanne. Cher- 
ished daughter of the late Robert and 
the late Mary McCombie. Remembered 
by her brothers Robert (Shirley), Alex 
(Ruth), Jim, and many nieces, nephews, 
and extended family. Dorothy spent 
her career with the Guelph Correc- 
tional Centre. She is a past elder at St. 
Andrew’s, Fergus, Ont., and a diaconal 
minister of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada. @ 
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Study Guides 
Study Guides for 
Theology 101: 

God's Crucified Messiah (April) 
Two Kinds of Knowledge (March) 
The Facebooking God (February) 
Speaking of God January) 


More Stories 
See what other 
churches are up to! 
Check out additional People 
and Places stories and 
letters each month. 


Bonus Extras 
Check back often to find more 
hidden gems on our website. 


Coming Soon 
Join the Presbyterian discussion 
through a new interactive 


website, coming soon! 


KNOX COLLEGE’s 165'" CONVOCATION 
th Visit us online today at 
Wednesday, May 13°, 2009 
7:30 p.m. 
Convocation Hall, U of T 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


Pre-Convocation Workshop 


“A Spirituality of Christian Service” 


with Dr. E. Louise Williams 
9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 


To register: 
$35 before April 25", $45 after 


www.utoronto.ca/knox + 416.978.4500 + knox.college@utoronto.ca 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 
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KIDS PAGE 


Called to Wonder 


CREATED BY JENNIFER O’FARRELL 


Find the Meaning of Easter ! 


(Mark 16: 15—The Message) 


Below there are lists of words used in the stories of 
Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter. Cross off words 
from the three lists by following the instructions. 
When you are finished all ten steps, circle the words 


that are left. The message will read from left to 
right and from top to bottom. 


A 
cup 
to 
and 
nails 
temple 
the 


donkey 
palace 
be 
God’s 
bread 


soldier 
gloom 
one 


an 


and 


eo FSesesse 
. 
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B 


Mat 
announce 
body 
servant 
the 
teacher 
of 
curtain 
towel 
FReWwsS. 
priest 
two 
tomb 


cross 


SORE RRERSSESSHOHHIRHARETTTEHSEHPHBHRANY 


SSHHHAHHHHAASSSHTOSSESESSE SOS HSHOSSSOHSESHSE HOSES. 
® 


instructions 


WM BWDN — 


. Cross off all words that are names of animals. 
. Cross Off all 3-letter words in list B. 

. Cross off all words that are kinds of buildings. 
. Cross off all words that rhyme with BROOM. 

. Cross off all words that name things made 


of metal or wood. 


. Cross off all words that start with the letter “c.” 

. Cross off all 2-letter words in list A. 

. Cross off all words that start with the letter “b.” 
9. 

10. Cross off all words that name things made of fabric. 


Cross off all words that refer to people. 


SRSESSSKFESHERHRRRHSHEHSEHHS SSAA VHH HEF 


« ® 
SHRSSSSHSSEEEHREREHEH HER HEHEHE REESE EEO AO eee eet 


c 
rooster 
everywhere 
basin 
room 
robe 
coins 
message 
clothes 
house 
good 
disciple 
king 
to 
branches 
governor 
all 


CHOE STEERER EER OSH THESE SRHHRHEROHEFES ET SREHHEROSTF SSS SHRRESHERETEFESPHSAEHEEH SG, 


PEER ESERHE HHH AEAHRHEAHRA DEAE HEH OSHKOSH HEHE OHHRHARHERAERHA SHH RSH SESH HHS EF 


* 
COREA FERE REO OSHETATEHHHHOOHOSEHEASEEHOHROEHEEOREEHE RE RE HHESEEEEHERAE RE SHOTSEHH HEHEHE OSES OHS EERE KE ESF 
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For the Journey, continued from page 50 


was so late, our two bird feeders on 
the deck were still providing full fly-in 
food service to hundreds of starving 
little dickey birds. They fluttered all 
around us, sometimes even landing 
on an arm of an Adirondack chair. It 
was a twittering happy moment. And 
then suddenly there had been a savage 
swirling swoosh from above the house 
that went right through the blissful 
basking bunch of birdies and us, scat- 
tering everyone in alliteration. It was 
an American kestrel (a.k.a. sparrow 
hawk or falco sparverius). 

After the little raptor finished his 
business, we bid him farewell with the 
appropriate threats and hand signals. 
And then we all seemed to fall silent. 
Our usual festive Friday happy time 
had somehow turned into a silent 
wake. We all seemed to turn our 
thoughts inward, partly in reflection 
and partly out of respect for the little 
sparrow, who had just been converted 
from dinner guest to dinner. 

Life is like that: so solid and so 
fragile, so joyous and so heartbreaking, 
so full of life and so full of death. One 
moment life is an elated and celebra- 
tory dinner party on a deck or in some 
upper room, and the next moment it’s 
a cross. The human condition seems to 
be just one sparrow hawk away from 
suffering and calamity. But for me at 
least, there is something really odd in 
all of this. 

The odd thing is that the worst of 
times can become the best of times. 
The odd thing is that since coming to 


faith in Christ, in my experiences in 
life, often I have never felt more alive 
than when the kestrel knocks me on 
my keister. Many times, more often 
than I care to admit, those hard times 
somehow sensitize me to experience life 
to the fullest. They somehow remove 
the background noise of life and make 
each note crystal clear. They somehow 
inspire me to let go of my chokehold 
on life to live more freely and coura- 
geously. They somehow motivate me 
to live more fully in the moment. They 
somehow move me from my natural 
tendency to be “a human doing” to 
becoming “a human being.” And 
beyond all of this, or perhaps because 
of it all, God seems more real and close 
and dear and experienced. I don’t 
understand why this is so, I only expe- 
rience it to be so. It never makes me 
desire hard times or to seek them out, 
but at the same time, like the psalmist, 
I am oddly thankful for them at some 
deep level: see Psalm 119:71. 

For me, the catalyst for this expe- 
rience of discovering deep value 
in human suffering is my Easter 
faith in Christ of the cross. Before 
faith in Christ, my response to the 
sparrow hawk experiences in life was 
usually fear and flight, something 
quite different from what I have just 
described. And I think the reason 
now that my faith in Christ and his 
cross makes all the difference is not a 
false sense of victory in suffering, but 
rather a full sense of community in 
suffering. The cross somehow places 


@ 
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FOR THE 
JOURNEY 


Christ and his people of the cross right 
in the middle of my experience of 
hard times. The cross somehow places 
my hand in the nail-scarred hand of 
an Almighty Creator God and in the 
fleshy palms of his people of faith. 
And like my ancestors three millennia 
past, those people of God who discov- 
ered him to be especially present in 
their community while doing hard 
time in the wilderness, I discover God, 
with all of his creative power, doing 
hard time with me and we. This brings 
infinite possibility to what the creator- 
potter God can fashion out of the clay 
of my human suffering. This brings 
deep meaning to Jesus of the cross and 
his words about sparrows, my value to 
God and the possibility of life without 
fear (Matthew 10:26-32). @ 


Rev. David Webber is a contributing editor 
to the Record and author of several books 
available through the Book Room. 


Attention! Leaders 
of Worship Music 


Resources available from 
The Royal Canadian 
College of Organists: 

an educational institution 

supporting generations of 

Church and synagogue musicians. 


Educational and Diploma Programs 
Scholarships for Young Musicians 
Organ and Choral Resources 


Employment References & 
Position Listings 


Visit our website at www.rcco.ca 
416.929.6400 
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Grim Reaper of the 


Bird Feeder 


4d Wi: on earth was that?” said my son Halden. 
He had his head sucked into his shirt collar 
like a turtle. 

“T am not sure,” I said. I was in the act of desperately 
trying to collect my thoughts along with a spilled glass of 
shiraz and a particularly good bit of sharp cheese that was 
scattered all over the deck. I carefully raised my head to 
peer over the railing of the sundeck just in time to watch 
the author of our dive-bombing pull off an unbelievable 
aerobatic manoeuvre. He veered right and then left before 
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Life is like that: so solid and so fragile. 


RRY FALLS 


BY DAVID WEBBER ILLUSTRATION BY BA‘ 


\L 


bashing a wee sparrow to the ground. Instantly swooping 
up, down, and around in helicopter-like fashion, he grabbed 
the stunned sparrow with his talons and proceeded to wher- 
ever he was holding his dinner party. We had just been had 
by the grim reaper of the bird feeder. 

Moments before, the five of us were all sitting together 
enjoying our usual Friday family time before dinner. For 
the first time since winter, we were on the sundeck over- 
looking the lake and enjoying a spring evening that was 


at least a month late. Because spring continued on page 53 
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Send 200 words and up to 
five photographs. Choose 
your words and images well. 
Be creative: make a collage, 
write a poem. Any way to 
prove that yours is the most 
beautiful church. 
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Mount Zion, 
Ridgetown, Ont. 


Keep the submissions coming: don't be shy—share your story. There 
are hundreds of congregations, worshipping communities and seasonal 
communities across Canada and we want to hear from all of you. We will 


print your submissions each month in this space for at least a year. PRESBYTERIAN 
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Looking for a 


drama?2 


specific worship service? 
Bible study? 
strategic planning? 


youth programs? 


can help with 
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these ... 


and more. 


866-642-2830 _ 


The friendly, courteous staff provide fast, effective help for your congregational needs 


thevine@presbyterian.ca 
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Creation Genesis 
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Artist: Donald Jackson with contributions by Chris Tomlin 
See page 24 for more information 
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FOR THE 
RECORD 


SOME DATA TO 
WORK WITH 


A major survey provides an important benchmarking tool. BY DAVID HARRIS 


quoted the following passage from Prof. Reg Bibby’s 

then latest book, Restless Churches. “I am convinced,” 
he wrote, “that the resources and the will exist for ministry to 
take place that touches people who are not actively involved 
in the nation’s churches. ... What is required, however, is 
a clear-cut strategy that is informed by sound research and 
sound congregational input.” 

Nearly five years have passed since then and this issue 
of the Record unveils publicly for the first time the results of 
such research that was both based on, and requires further, 
congregational input. 

Complied from the profiles of 78 congregations by the 
Institute for Natural Church Development, a picture of the 
Presbyterian Church has emerged that puts some flesh on Dr. 
Bibby’s comments. 

Natural Church Development, NCD for short, is a bench- 
marking tool. Benchmarking is something we all do every 
day, whether we are comparing statistics of denominational 
income and church attendance or checking the performance 
of our RRSP funds against other similar funds. 

A lot of benchmarking in the church has been rather 
crude: Last year’s congregational attendance was up or down 
by so many people. It doesn’t tell us anything about the whys 
behind the numbers. Snowstorms? A better ski season? A 
major employer closed down? 

Benchmarking has proved a useful tool in business. Com- 
panies try to find the best practices among themselves by 
looking at not only their performance in terms of the bot- 
tom line, but also how employees rate their working environ- 
ment. 

This is essentially what author Diana Butler Bass has 
documented in her book Christianity for the Rest of Us. Her 
research tries to set out the best common practices she found 
in dynamic churches from a variety of denominations and 
sizes across the United States. 

In arecent talk at Rosedale, Toronto, she said: “All churches 
have practices—the things that they do. Often, however, 
those practices are taken for granted. They’re assumed. This 
study speculated that renewed mainline congregations paid 
attention to these practices. They assumed nothing.” 

The NCD survey results suggest that some congrega- 


S™ years ago in an editorial for this magazine, | 
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tions have not been paying attention to some practices. For 
instance, as a group, the 2,400 Presbyterian church members 
surveyed indicated they are reading their Bible and praying 
quite a bit less than the average of other Christians in Can- 
ada. Unsurprisingly, then, they tend not to share their faith 
with people inside and outside the church as much as others 
do. 

(Presbyterians are not alone in this. Anglicans and Unit- 
eds have a similar problem in Canada, possibly suggesting 
some larger cultural tendencies among the predominantly 
white, Anglo-Saxon demographic of these churches.) 

There is a great deal that is encouraging in this, however. 
The church now has some data to work with. Each congrega- 
tion participating in the surveys will have to develop its own 
responses. But the mere fact that congregations have begun 
to even measure some factors is important. 

As Bibby noted, any strategy to deal with the obvious 
problem of the denomination’s declining numbers requires 
sound research. Next comes the congregational input. 

There are lots of programs and good research to help 
congregations address their own issues, from the Alban Insti- 
tute’s work on congregational size to Kennon Callahan’s 
Twelve Keys to an Effective Church. (Dr. Callahan presented to 
the Synod of Southwestern Ontario just 18 months ago.) 

NCD argues that these various programs will only be 
effective when the underlying issues are addressed. Some 
may contest that, but at least something is happening and 
if this sparks some serious discussion and debate, so much 
the better. 

As Dr. Butler Bass said: “It isn’t just about what you do, 
or putting in a fancy new program, but how well you enable 
connections to occur within your congregations. How are 
your teaching practices, how are you connecting those prac- 
tices ... creating for people a condition in which they can 
know God?” 

The bottom line? 

“How do we intentionally engage our practices so that 
people can choose Jesus’ way as a meaningful way of life?” ™ 


ad tae 
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Letters 


letters@presbyterianrecord.ca 


Rising Indignation 
I’ve just read the March issue and 
feel a rising indignation within me, 
particularly due to two articles that 
put Jesus Christ on the same level as 
any other “saviour’—Two Kinds Of 
Knowledge—or with Muhammed— 
Journey To The Centre Of Our Faiths. 
I don’t get it. I don’t get how anybody 
who has met Jesus can then say he 
is not Lord of all Lords, God of all 
Gods, King of all Kings, Saviour of all 
saviours. How can one argue, having 
met him, that a) he was a “special 
theory” cooked up by the Council of 
Nicea, and b) that all religions have 
a saviour. No, they don’t! “There is 
no other name given amongst men 
whereby we must (can be) saved.” 
Jesus Christ is God, come to restore the 
image of God to humanity. No other 
name. No other saviour. “In him, we 
live and move and have our being.” I 
don’t get it. I honestly sit here baffled 
by why these articles exist in this 
magazine, and exist as though they 
were common belief. What hope do 
we offer anyone if not in the person 
of Jesus Christ, who lives and rescues 
and alone makes right anyone who 
will put his or her trust in him? What 
hope exists outside of his sacrifice and 
resurrection? He is in no other league 
with anyone else. 

LIZ HONEYFORD, UXBRIDGE, ONT. 


Re Two Kinds Of Knowledge 

Science rests on the presupposition that 
the phenomenal world is perceived 
only through the five senses. Anything 
beyond that is not a fact and scientifi- 
cally verifiable. Religion, on the other 
hand, is based on experience. The two 
are not comparable but not mutually 
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exclusive. They are also not absolute. 
The quest for scientific knowledge is 
integral to human existence; so is reli- 
gion properly understood. 

As Dr. McLelland mentions, both 
great scientists and theologians recog- 
nize this. Science can tell us how the 
phenomenal universe works in the 
way it does but not why. 

CLARENCE MCMULLEN, RICHMOND HILL, ONT. 


I would agree with Dr. McLelland’s view 
that science and religion should not be 
treated as opposed to each other; they 
should both be able to correspond with 
and compliment each other; their rela- 
tionship is more subtle and intimate 
than generally acknowledged. 

DENNIS SUTHERLAND, VICTORIA 


Dr. McLelland rather neatly categorizes 
the first eleven chapters of Genesis, up 
to the birth of Eber (the first Hebrew?) 
in 11:14, as Saga. Such a division of 
the Genesis account is quite arbitrary, 
to say the least, and is done to support 
a particular worldview or cosmology. 
McLelland implies that a more preva- 
lent literal understanding did not 
become widespread until the 19th 
century rise of fundamentalism. Saga, 
of course, need not be synonymous 
with Legend, and in fact may be rooted 
in history. 

John Calvin and most of the 
Reformers had a fairly literal under- 
standing of the actual creation account, 
particularly as it is outlined in the first 
chapter of Genesis. McLelland, on 
the other hand, seems to be paying 
homage to some form of evolutionary 
theory. I would suggest that when we 
receive the hidden things of God “as 
little children” (Luke 18:21), we are > 
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able to perceive that this particular 
emperor (evolutionary theory) indeed 
has no clothes. 

REV. DOUG SWANSON, SALMON ARM, B. C. 


What a delightfully sane article from— 
if I may take the liberty—an old 
curmudgeon of the church! 

MICHAEL BARNES, BRACEBRIDGE, ONT. 


If we take our eyes off Jesus we will 
end up going in many directions and 
will be seduced by many different 
faith theories. Factors such as the 
longevity of different faiths, whether 
one’s “cousins” believed in such faiths 
and the fact that other religions have 
“saviours” are irrelevant. 

Jesus taught us that he was the one 
and only saviour and that he alone 
was the way to God and all truth. 

BUD CRAIG, OTTAWA 


Perhaps the Right Approach 
Having visited Israel twice, I really do 
find Jerusalem to be one of the most 
beautiful cities in the world. The 
photographs that accompanied the 
March feature article on Jerusalem 
really bring that to expression. 
Although I appreciate Raheel Raza’s 
effort to build connection, I found her 
reflections rather naive. And ironi- 
cally, nowhere is this more marked 
than in the Church of the Holy Sepul- 
chre, which Raza named Christian- 
ity’s holiest site. There are numerous 
Christian denominations represented 
within the church, all supposedly 
sharing in worshipful oversight of this 
holy place. And yet there is constant 
tension, hostility and even numerous 
examples of outright violence breaking 
out between the various church 
leaders over control of this building. 


Looking to Advertise in 


the Presbyterian Record? 


Please note our advertising 
deadlines for upcoming issues 


July/August — by June 15, 2009 
September — by July 15, 2009 
October — by August 15, 2009 


Carol McCormick 

tel: 905-833-6200 ext. 25 

fax: 905-833-2116 

email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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ATTENTION MINISTERS 


List your church’s information 
and summer hours in the 
“Summer Directory” appearing in 
June & July/August issues. 
Contact Carol McCormick: 
905-833-6200 x 25; 
cmecormick@canadads.com 


These Christian bodies may share the 
same space, but they are incapable of 
sharing the same spirit. 

Perhaps Raza’s approach is the right 
one—the hope of individual believers 
from the various faiths and denomi- 
nations building bridges of under- 
standing with each other, which our 
institutional bodies are incapable of? 

REV. TERRY HASTINGS, STRATFORD, ONT. 


Breaking a Personal Silence 
Thank you for your article, Breaking 
the Silence, February, about clergy 
and human weakness. Too many 
have carried emotional burdens, too 
heavy, for too long. My father tried lay 
ministry in northern Ontario over SO 
years ago. With no guidance, and with 
unrecognized emotional issues going 
in to the position, he struggled, floun- 
dered and attempted suicide before 
his trial year reached an end. He 
carried this “secret” deep inside ever 
since; never telling anyone—not his 
own family, not his siblings, nor any 
friend. 

As I write this letter, | am breaking 
the silence for him, and for me. There 
is no shame in human weakness. There 
is no dishonour in being human. It 
is not wrong to need other people to 
carry your burdens with you. Isn’t that 
the point of Christian teaching? 

JUDITH CHRISTIANI, PICKERING ONT. 


Water and Security 
I look forward to reading more from 
Rev. Ian Clark on water in the Jordan 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


NASD TOR red sates BD 


Valley. According to a detailed, thought 
provoking, and sad CBC Radio docu- 
mentary, drought is not the only issue. 
Security is indeed a matter of water, 
as Clark states, but water supplies are 
being managed primarily to supply and 
secure Israel. Much of the river is fenced 
off with little access for Palestinians, 
and many of their communities must 
rely on wells, rather than water piped 
from the river. Reports from a Presby- 
terian on the spot, with insight and 
knowledge from a long sojourn there, 
promise to be interesting and helpful. 
JOHN MOLGAARD, ST. JOHN'S, NFLD. 


Learning About 
Spiritual Resources 
I read John Vissers’ March article— 
Teaching The Teaching Elders—with 
great interest. There was much to cele- 
brate in his treatment of Calvin’s case 
for theological education. My concern 
though was the lack of contemporary 
analogue or connection to candidates 
being “examined ... on their morals.” I 
am only too aware of my past short- 
comings, stumblings and even blatant 
sins. And for that I continually turn to 
Jesus whether in Lent or some other 
time in the liturgical calendar. 
Perhaps it’s good I’m still a student 
and may one day learn to connect the 
work of my hands with the thoughts 
of my head and the movements of my 
heart. I’ll definitely go and pray on it. 
BRIAN NEILSON, VANCOUVER, B.C. 


Disappointed Online 

Re: story on ‘Awesome healing mission by 
the Blue Mountain Pastoral Charge, N.S.’ 
This submission appeared only in your 
online version and not in the printed 
magazine. Many parishioners within 
our church do not have a computer 
and therefore would not access the 
web site. I feel this story is very timely 
considering last month’s article on 
depression, stress and the workload 
of clergy. Traditional Chinese medi- 
cine is a healthy alternative to the 
drugs required to treat depression, 
etc. However, by not publishing the 
_ story readers are left to wonder about 


the meaning of “awesome healing 
mission.” We are all very disappointed 
with this decision and would like some 
clarification. 

IRA, VIA EMAIL 


Editor responds: It is indeed a great 
ministry by this congregation and can 
be found in our March People and 
Places archive. Since PnP submissions 
exceed the space available, they are 
placed in a lottery and some have to 
go to the website; including the story 
of great missions like this. 


Remembering 
Margaret Webster 
Just got the March Record and was 
interested to see some grad pictures 
from Ewart College on the back cover. 
Included is Dr. Margaret Webster who 
was one of the main influences of 
Christian Education in our church. We, 
as a church, owe her a real debt of grat- 
itude for believing strongly that there 
was a role for women in the leadership 
of the Presbyterian Church. Thanks Dr. 
Webster, from this leader, for one! 
LILLIAN WILTON, RIDGETOWN, ONT. 


Woe Betide the Liberals 

I read Calvin Brown’s March article 
with interest and I agree with all he 
says. Yes, politicians have hijacked 
the word “liberal” both here and in 
the United States. It no longer has the 
proper meaning. 

The politicians prey on the word 
here to get votes. The populace 
believes in the proper meaning of the 
word. But, the politicians do not. The 
Liberal parties in Canada never have 
and never will do the deeds associ- 
ated with the real meaning of the 
word. They might have started as real 
meaning liberals, but, like anything 
politicians touch they corrupt. They 
equate socialism with goodness and 
woe betide anyone who disagrees 
with them. 

LESLIE IRVINE, VIA EMAIL 


On Our Website: 

The Record is dedicated to encouraging 
conversations among Presbyterians. 
The printed page, however, is finite and 
not all of these letters, and several of our 
articles, fit on the page. The full version 
of each letter is on our website. @ 
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Associate Minister we're seeking 


If you can relate to today’s super scheduled families, then check 
out this opportunity. We are seeking an Associate Minister to work 
with families at Knox, guiding them on their faith journey. 
To learn more, please visit our website and click on 
the resources tab to download a profile and 


KNOX 


905.844.3472 


description of the position. 


KnoxOakville.com 


89 Dunn Street, Oakville Ontario L6J 3C8 
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People 


Places | 


To make People & Places submissions: peopleplaces@presbyterianrecord.ca. 


Please visit the monthly PnP page at www.presbyterianrecord.ca for more. 


Camp Kintail—supported by the Synod of Southwestern Ontario, 
and located on the sandy shores of Lake Huron—is celebrating 
it’s 90th summer this year. Rev. Theresa McDonald-Lee, director, 
extended an invitation to the camp's anniversary celebration to 
the 60 women attending Maitland Women’s Missionary Society 
Presbyterial annual meeting, held at St. Andrews in Wingham, Ont. 
On our website, a photograph of this WMS chapter. 
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The congregation at St. James, Stouffville, Ontario, faced up 
to the PWS&D Gifts of Change catalogue Sunday School 
Challenge with a “Gifts from the Kitchen” bake sale. Their 
heated efforts raised $1,345 to provide a village in Malawi 
with livestock. To step up to the challenge, call PWS&D 
today at 1-800-619-7301 ext. 293 for more resources. 


What is happening in this 
photograph? Logically it 
can only be St. Andrew's 
Day celebrations; this 

one at Knox, Oakville, 

last November 30th, 

as part of the church's 
175th anniversary 
celebration. Back, from left: 
George Gordon, Gordon 
MacPherson, Archie 
McCallum, Jim Barrie and 
lan Buchanan. 

Front: Bill Browne, Robert 
Cruikshank, Rev. Mike 
Marsden, Gordon Hamilton 
and Alex McLean. (Missing 
from photograph John 
Jones.) 
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Dayspring, Edmonton is pleased to announce that the 
Grosskopf family became Canadian citizens in February. 
From left to right are Mrs. Carina Grosskopf, Rev. Dr. 
Heinrich Grosskopf, sons Paul and James, and daughter 


Carin, along with the judge who blessed them into their 
new country. Rev. Grosskopf was inducted as minister of 
Dayspring in September 2007. They came to Canada from 
South Africa in 2004. 


Marion Barclay-MacKay was inducted by Cape Breton presbytery 
in February as minister of St. Andrew's, Sydney Mines, N.S. Her 
husband, Donald W. MacKay will serve as stated supply in the 
Boularderie Pastoral Charge, in the same presbytery. They recently 
returned from an appointment with the Presbyterian Church of 
Ghana that began in March, 2006. 


On our website: 

There are some amazing stories this month 
exclusive on the website: Elsie Maddock, 102, long 
time elder at St. Andrew’s, New Liskeard, Ont,, is still 
leading in her community. George Brimicombe, 

of St. Andrew's, Westville, N.S.,is presented with 

a Democracy 250 medal. Gary and Sandra use 
their wedding, in North Bay, Ont., to raise funds 

for PWS&D. Sunday school students leverage 
$7,000 for PWS&D at St. Andrew’s, Wainwright, Alta. 
Students at South Kinloss, Lucknow, Ont., raise 
funds for PWS&D's Guatemala project. Sedgwick, 
Tatamagouche, N.S., uses a kitchen party to raise 
funds for a local mission. An Irish singalong at the 
Presbytery of Cape Breton. And, learning about 
lona at Camp Geddie. Lastly, keeping alive the PCC 
relationship with Taiwan. 


People and Places entries published in the magazine are cho- 
sen through a monthly lottery. Before submitting please read 
the essay How To Submit Photos In A Digital Age found on 
the People and Places page of www.presbyterianrecord.ca. 
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Self for Moderator 


Former chaplain nominated to lead 2009 General Assembly. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


REV. Harvey Self of Tweedsmuir 
Memorial, Orangeville, Ont. is the 
moderator-elect of the 2009 General 
Assembly. His nomination will likley 
be affirmed on June 7 when assembly 
begins in Hamilton, Ont. 

Self said he was excited and hon- 
oured by the opportunity, and by the 
vote of confidence from “a church 
that I’ve served for 28 years and have 
loved all my life, and that has been a 
huge part of my family.” 

He hails from a long line of Pres- 
byterian ministers, elders and chap- 
lains, and served nine years as a mili- 
tary chaplain himself. As moderator, 
he hopes to make contact with the 
Presbyterian chaplains serving in the 
regular forces and reserves. It will be 
a challenge for the church, he said, 
“to find a way to speak as one to our 
military chaplains and others who are 
going through difficult times on our 


behalf. To say something 
meaningful, when saying 
nothing would be more 
comfortable.” 

The church, he said, is 
called to minister to “an 
upside-down world” torn 
by terrorism and war. 

Self has been involved 
with the Central, North- 
eastern Ontario and Ber- 
muda synod, serving as 
convener of the regional 
consultative committee, 
six years as mission con- 
vener and a representative 
on Canada Ministries’ advi- 
sory committee, and one 
term as moderator of the 
Presbytery of Brampton. 

“Many perspectives make us richer, 
not poorer,” he told the Record. “This is 
not the time to squelch varying voices, 


but to listen to the many voices across 
the denomination. A time for open- 
ing our minds and hearts, not closing 
down.” & 


Being Presbyterian, Online 


A WEEK-LONG “friendraiser” challenge launched by the 
communications office in late April sought to double 
membership in a Presbyterian Church in Canada group 
on Facebook, a popular internet network. The impromptu 
campaign fell short of its goal, garnering 145 new members— 
an increase of 51 per cent. But it’s never too late to join. 

“It was partly a social experiment and partly trying to 
get more critical mass in the group,” said Colin Carmichael, 
associate secretary of communications. “When you look at 
the stats on Facebook, especially in Canada where one in 
three Canadians has an account, it seemed strange that 
there would only be 200 Presbyterians on Facebook.” 

But the networking site has potential, Carmichael said, 
especially at local levels where congregations, youth groups, 
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or shared interest groups can use it to keep in touch. 

“The line between communication and community- 
building is getting thinner and thinner. As we communi- 
cate better, we build communities better.” 

The communications office has also been expanding its 
range of ‘PC Connect’ items, including a weekly video pro- 
gram launched in April. The short videos focus on news 
items drawn from news feeds. Eventually, the office hopes 
to receive content from churches across the country. The 
new ‘PC Connect-TV’ will join the monthly PC Connect 
newsletter—which celebrated its 100th edition in April—at 
www.presbyterian.ca/pcconnect. 

The office has also launched a podcast which is available 
on the blog, BeingPresbyterian.ca. m 
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Assembly Counal - 
Remains Optimistic 


Money and mission both manageable in 2009. By CONNIE PURVIS 


THIS year, “it all comes down to Pres- 
byterians Sharing,” Stephen Roche, the 
Presbyterian Church’s chief financial 
officer told Assembly Council in March. 
“How 2009 unfolds will be reflective of 
the mindsets of people, but will also be 
reflective of the messages we give. It 
all comes down to, are there personal 
stories in congregations about Presby- 
terians Sharing?” Contributions to the 
national fund are voluntary. 

Roche stated that the church has 
not suffered unduly from the eco- 
nomic downturn. He assured members 
that the church’s funds are invested 
conservatively, and although total net 
investments lost $4 million between 
the end of 2007 and 2008, the unreal- 
ized losses can be recovered as markets 
improve in the coming years. 


6.9 per cent sticks 

With the blessing of executive staff, the 
council revisited its November decision 
to recommend a 6.9 per cent increase 
to executive staff stipends. After much 
discussion, members opted to send the 
recommendation to General Assembly 
unchanged. 

The recommendation was based 
on a study by Mercer, a Toronto-based 
human resources consulting firm, 
which compared executive salaries to 
those provided by other church and 
non-profit organizations in the Toronto 
area. The report had recommended a 
_ 13 per cent increase to executive staff 

stipends in 2009. Assembly Council 
agreed to a 6.9 per cent increase, and 
will cost $68,000 in total if approved. 


Open eyes, open heart 

The long range planning committee is 
challenging presbyteries to participate 
in the Emmaus Project: Open Eyes, 
Burning Hearts, a conference sched- 


uled for late April 2010. 

“What we're called to do as the 
church is to open our eyes and recognize 
that the risen Christ is with us,” said Rev. 
Wesley Denyer on behalf of the commit- 
tee. “And we already have the story—this 
wonderful story—about who we are and 
why we're doing what we’re doing.” 

Information will be sent to pres- 
byteries this month. Details about the 
conference will be featured in the Record 
in the summer issue. The deadline for 
presbyteries to sign -on is this fall. 


Biennial assemblies 

A working group will seek feedback 
from sessions, presbyteries and synods 
about the possibility of holding bian- 
nual assemblies. A report prepared by 
the group will circulate among the var- 
ious courts, which will then indicate 
whether or not they approve of the 
change in principle. 

The overture that spurred the 
research was the sixth such request 
received by the General Assembly in 
the past 32 years. 


Remembering John A. Johnson 
Council approved a memorial fund in 
memory of Rev. Dr. John A. Johnson, 
volunteer founder and curator of the 
National Presbyterian Museum. A cam- 
paign hopes to raise $300,000 over the 
next three years. Income from this capi- 
tal would provide 

a salary for 

a part-time 

curator. @ 


What's happening 
at Winnipeg Inner 
City Missions? 

Have you ever wondered exactly 


what goes on at an inner city 
mission seven days a week? 


pm pre-school program (ages 1-4) 


> after-school program (ages 5-10) 


m evening middle-years computer 
program (ages 11-14) 


> weekly foodbank for neighborhood 
(food provided by Winnipeg Harvest) 


» Cocaine Anonymous meetings 


> Sunday family worship service, Sunday 
school, and feast (light supper) 


» First Steps to Employment program 
for all residents 
of Anishinabe 
Place of Hope 


> spiritual, social, 
health, and employ- 
ment counselling 


> daily drop-in for ; 
fellowship Ww F C M 
> gently used clothing and household 
goods store 


m emergency food provided, as available 


p Alcoholics Anonymous meetings 


Please help WICM continue 
to offer these much needed 
services in the inner city 

of Winnipeg. 


Winnipeg Inner City 
Missions Of The 
Presbyterian Church 
In Canada 


P. O. Box 2444, Station Main 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4A7 


Flora House 204-586-5494 


Anishinabe Fellowship Centre 
204-942-8682 


_ Charitable registration: #862942554RR0001 


Met 
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Struggling to Meet Demand 


Economic downturn puts strain on mission centres. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


Gail Nyberg, executive director of the Daily Bread Food Bank, stands amid boxes at the 
facility in Toronto. Food Banks Canada is urging the federal government to help the poor with 
tax breaks as the country heads into a recession. 


SINCE the economy began its down- 
ward spiral last fall, the Scott Mission 
in downtown Toronto has seen 10 per 
cent more men and 20 per cent more 
women make use of its programs on 
a regular basis, compared to the same 
period last year. 

According to David Smith, CEO and 
executive director, there are many new 
faces amidst the drop-in centre’s usual 
crowd. “They don’t look like what 
you’d think of as homeless people,” he 
said. “Often they’re people whose eco- 
nomic situation was tenuous anyway 
and now they’ve crossed the line into 
poverty. Many have never used a food 
bank or soup kitchen before.” 

According to Statistics Canada, 
295,000 jobs were lost between Octo- 
ber 2008 and the end of February. Over 
half of the country’s total job losses 
have been in Ontario, many in manu- 
facturing and construction sectors. 

The mission’s food bank is in par- 
ticular demand, up 25 per cent from 
last year. 

The non-denominational orga- 
nization has struggled to find more 
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resources, especially canned food and 
casual clothing. Although Smith and 
members of the team have been solic- 
iting more goods and calling contacts, 
“the additional stocks received are 
being depleted as fast as they come 
in.” Several corporate suppliers and 
a number of churches have increased 


“They don’t look like what you’d 
think of as homeless people. 
Many have never used a food 
bank or soup kitchen before” 


donations, but Smith said it is hard to 
judge how the months will unfold and 
if the centre will garner enough long- 
term support. 

The ripple effects of the recession 
are felt even in “beautiful wealthy 
Alberta” according to Rev. Helen Smith 
at the Calgary Urban Projects Society. 
Smith is a Presbyterian minister and 
works with single adults who need 
rental assistance. Usually she issues 
10 to 13 cheques each month, but as 
the end of February drew near, she had 


already issued 20. 

Many people who lost manufactur- 
ing jobs in Ontario set out for Alberta 
in hopes of working in the oil sands, 
but local companies are not hiring, she 
said. People employed by temporary 
agencies have also run into trouble 
as businesses avoid hiring temporary 
workers to save money. 

By the end of February, Alberta’s 
unemployment rate was up to S.4 per 
cent, the highest in almost six years. 
Construction and manufacturing jobs 
have been hit the hardest. 

When asked how the organization 
was meeting demand, she replied: “We 
just keep on trucking, providing what 
we can.” 

According to Rev. Margaret Mullin, 
director of Winnipeg Inner City Mis- 
sions, staff are working longer hours as 
more people make use of Flora House 
and Anishinabe Fellowship Centre. 

There is high demand for a full- 
time employment councilor hired by 
the mission. But her salary is paid by 
a two-year grant that runs out at the 
end of 2009, and reapplication is not 
possible. 

As organizations that issue grants 
feel the economic squeeze, the effects 
are trickling down to groups that rely 
on them for operation costs. 

“Even at the end of 2008, I got let- 
ters from people apologizing for fewer 
donations, and foundations are also 
sending letters telling us to expect 
less funding over the next four years,” 
Mullin said. 

Although the board is pursuing 
other options and Mullin is seeking 
more grants, if salaries cannot be paid 
the missions will decrease their pro- 
gramming. @ 


Connie Purvis is the Record’s staff writer. 
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Going Green 


Youth take lessons home after environmental conference. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


FIVE environmentally-minded, inner- 
city youth, sponsored by the Yonge 
Street Mission and Banyan Youth, trav- 
eled to Washington, D.C. for a green 
conference in March. 

PowerShift 2009 focused on creat- 
ing green jobs, sustainable energy use, 
and building enthusiasm among a new 
generation of environmentalists. As 
members of the St. James Town youth 
council, the teens hope to promote 
environmental projects in their impov- 
erished Toronto neighbourhood. 

“To tell you the truth, I thought this 
was going to be just like what I expect 
from any conference—lots of talk about 
what we can do but no initiative towards 
making it happen,” said Gabilan Sivap- 
atham, 16. She was pleasantly surprised. 
“We were taught that turning to green 
energy was not the first step towards a 
healthier environment. Instead we need 
to reduce first, because our energy con- 
sumption will not be covered by 100 
per cent green energy.” 

For Jiawen Zhou,15, the event was 
an opportunity to bring enthusiasm 
and creativity back to local youth in 
Canada, and to gather new ideas for 
grassroots initiatives. 

“At first, we can start small by doing 
things like Earth Hour and once we get 
going with the Mayor’s Tower Renewal 
Project, we can make it even bigger,” 
she said. “It’ll be great if we can be 
the most-eco friendly community in 
Toronto!” 

The Tower Renewal Project, backed 
by Toronto mayor David Miller, is a 
plan to retrofit many of city’s concrete 
high-rise apartment buildings, cut- 
ting their energy requirements by half. 
Apartments built in the 1950s, 60s and 
70s are found in many neglected but 
densely populated areas of the city, 
including St. James Town. Two of the 


community’s tow- 
ers are slated to be 
among the first in 
the project, which 
could create job 
opportunities for 
local youth. 

“In the future, I 
truly hope to trans- 
form St. James 
Town through the 
use of green energy 
sources,” said Siva- 
patham. “We have 
one of the highest 
numbers of high-rise buildings in such 
a small space, so if the top of each build- 
ing was to be covered with solar panels, 
for example, or green space, we would 
surely see a reduction in the amount of 
energy used.” 

The council was created in Septem- 
ber 2008 and is part of a larger shift 
in the work of Yonge Street Mission. 


NEWS 


In response to changing demograph- 
ics in the downtown core and grow- 
ing poverty in some suburban areas, 
YSM is seeking to partner with other 
organizations and train local leaders 
who work in their neighbourhoods as 
satellite missions. The St. James youth 
network is the first of five satellite mis- 
sions YSM plans to launch by 2012. 


4GEM 


Guardian Ethical Management Inc. 


Endowment 
Foundations 
Pension Plans 
Capital Funes 


Charitable Organizations 


Bringing Sustainable Investing T 
Institutional Investors 


The combined excellence of established industry leaders: Guardian C. 


Disciplined investment management consistent with promoting 


Providing institutional investors with an integrated Socially Respo 


investing so 


Ongoing shareholder engagement sets us apart. 


To find out more about GEM, contact John M. Clancy, CFA 
jclancy@gemportfolios.com 
416.350.6880 
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LETTER FROM 
GALILEE 


One life at a time. BY IAN CLARK 


Building Peace 


IN THE CENTRE of the church hall a 
dozen youngsters were seated in a 
circle together with three adults. All 
held an olive branch in their hands. 

The group consisted of eleven- 
year-old Jewish, Muslim and Chris- 
tian boys and girls—two boys and two 
girls from each faith. The adults were 
advisers from each of the faiths. This 
was a training meeting of Kids4Peace 
in the town of Raineh on the outskirts 
of Nazareth in Galilee. 

Kids4Peace is an interfaith educa- 
tional program initiated by the Epis- 
copal Church in Jerusalem and the 
Middle East. I first visited the founder 
in Jerusalem three years ago, but I was 
formally re-introduced when he met 
with a group from Knox, Agincourt, 
Ont., while we were on a pilgrimage 
tour in Jerusalem last March. We were 
excited by the presentation, and chose 
to host a congregational dinner as a 
benefit event for the program when 
we reported to the church on our trip. 

After I accepted my current locum 
position in Galilee, I discovered that 
my new colleague in ministry ran a 
Galilee chapter of Kids4Peace. His group 
finished their training program each 
year with a visit to Canada to holiday 
with an equally varied and balanced 
group of Canadian youngsters. 

In my first week in Galilee, my wife 
and I located our new colleagues. In our 
second week, we attended their weekly 


meeting. That brings this 
story back to where I started— 
that circle of eleven year olds 
in the church hall with olive 
branches in their hands. 

The youth were strangers 
learning about others whom 
their culture and community 
encouraged them to regard 
with suspicion. “Peace” is a 
difficult concept for eleven 
year olds. They knew that 
the olive branch was a sign 
of peace. They were asked 
what it might mean in their 
family and in their school. Each one, 
clutching the symbol, attempted an 
answer. They also attempted to express 
their understanding of other difficult 
concepts—trust, freedom, security and 
so on. They discovered the negative 
effect of suspicion and distrust. They 
discovered how their wants negatively 
affected the same value for others. But 
it was not all heavy stuff. 

On another visit, we saw them 
supporting each other in a four person 
high human pyramid. On another 
visit, the twelve were standing on or 
supporting each other standing on 
four chairs shouting and laughing 
together—as they saved each from a 
‘crocodile infested floor.’ 

They learned from each other what 
they did when they went to worship— 
on Fridays or Saturdays or Sundays— 


Building trust: Jewish, Muslim and Christian kids 
playing together. 


and why they went. 

After three months they came 
to Canada. At the end of camp, and 
the end of the course, the partici- 
pants shared with others what they 
had learned. Last year’s was in Knox, 
Agincourt where parents and congre- 
gational members were visibly moved 
by the insight and understanding 
of the Israeli Jewish and Palestinian 
Arab Christian and Muslim youngsters 
enjoying each other. 

They were building peace one young 
life at a time. I look forward to seeing 
them grow together in Raineh, Galilee in 
the weeks ahead, and later seeing them 
celebrate each other in Canada. @ 


Rev. Ian Clark is locum minister and 
program director at St. Andrew’s Galilee, 
Tiberius. 


Poverty Watch PCC helps keep pressure on Queen’s Park. 8Y CONNIE PURVIS 


ISARC—As MPPs inside Ontario’s legislature debated the 
provincial budget, representatives from diverse faith com- 
munities prayed at Queen’s Park for the government and 
the poor throughout the month of March. 
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The vigil was organized by the Interfaith Social Assis- 
tance Reform Coalition, of which the Presbyterian Church 
is a member. Rev. Cheol Soon Park, Moderator of the 2008 
General Assembly, led prayers on March 24. 
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Daily Bread 
THIRTEEN YEARS AFTER it was launched 
by PCC web pioneer Rev. Michael 
Farris, the PCC Web Daily is read by 
over 64,000 subscribers around the 
world, and has archived over 4,000 
devotions on its website. 

Rev. Robin Ross attributes the daily’s 
success to a team of committed volun- 
teers. After teaching himself computer 
code and taking over the reigns of the 
fledgling e-publication, Ross found 
himself juggling the demands of an 
increasingly popular devotional service 
and a full-time ministry in B.C. But 
others, even those he had never met, 
stepped in to help. Today, Ross is part 
of a team of editors and technicians 
scattered across the country. 

“Robin was on the west coast and 
I was on the east coast and both of us 
were in full-time pastoral ministry,” said 
Rev. James Hurd, devotional editor, who 
ministered in New Brunswick for 10 
years before accepting a call to Parkwood, 
Ottawa. “I often did work on the devo- 
tional between 11 p.m. and midnight.” 

Through reader’s letters the group 
knows their work is having an impact. 
“So many times people have said, ‘this is 
exactly what I needed to hear,’ or ‘I was 
struggling with this problem and that’s 
just what the devotion was about,” said 
Ross. “Periodically, people will have 
doubts about their faith and will write 
to the author, and they'll have an inter- 
change that makes them think about 
their spiritual journey and come to real 
assurance about their faith in God.” 

Currently, the devotional is avail- 
able in a number of formats including 
webpage, email, text feed, podcast, or in 
a simplified version intended for PDAs. 
It can be found at daily.presbycan.ca. 

The PCC Web Daily is not offi- 
cially associated with the Presbyte- 
tian Church; though it does use the 
church’s web server. —CPurvis @ 


Change 
is happening! 


Through PWS&D, our church is actively working to build new futures 
of hope and opportunity for people in need around the world, including 
this child, displaced by conflict in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. People’s lives are improving through innovative programs in 
education, agriculture, health care, clean water and nutrition. Please help 
us continue this important work through your prayers and donations. To 
learn more visit www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd. 


Yes! I want to help transform our world! 
Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: $ 


Name: 


Address: 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D ¢ Call today to sign up for easy monthly giving 


Presbyterian World Service & Development 


50 Wynford Dr, Toronto ON MBC 1)7 @ 1-800-619-7301 * wwwpresbyteran.ca/pwsd 


May 2009 | Presbyterian Record |5 


WORLD NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


Aid Darfur 


ENI—Leaders of the All Africa Conference 
of Churches demanded the Sudanese go- 
vernment “allow uninterrupted humanita- 
rian assistance” in the country following the 
expulsion of 13 international aid agencies 
from Sudan's western Darfur province. 

President Omar Hassan al-Bashir orde- 
red the agencies out after the International 
Criminal Court issued an arrest warrant for 
al-Bashir for crimes against humanity com- 
mitted in Darfur. 

The African church grouping urged the 
government “to assume full responsibility 
to protect its citizens regardless of origin, 
religion or political affiliation,” in a March 
statement. 


Controversy Over Justice 
ENI—Episcopal (Anglican) bishops in the 
United States say their church has failed 
to adequately address economic concerns 
because it has been too consumed with 
internal controversies. 

The 2.2-million-member church has 
been riddled by internal strife following the 
2003 consecration of V. Gene Robinson— 
an openly gay man—as bishop in New 
Hampshire. Four U.S. dioceses have left the 
church, and some Anglican bishops from 
other parts of the world have boycotted 
events attended by U.S. bishops. 

“We have often failed to speak a com- 
pelling word of commitment to economic 
justice,” the U.S. bishops said in a letter in 
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March.“We have often failed to speak truth to 
power, to name the greed and consumerism 
that has pervaded our culture, and we have 
too often allowed the culture to define us in- 
stead of being formed by Gospel values.” 


Lacking Support 


ENI—The most severe drought in a decade 
is fuelling a food crisis in Afghanistan that 
now threatens millions of people, church- 
linked humanitarian agencies have warned. 

Action by Churches Together, a global 
humanitarian alliance endorsed by the Pre- 
sbyterian Church in Canada, warned that a 
US$1.26 million ACT appeal was severely 
underfunded, and had received less than 
three per cent of the requested amount. 

“Funding for this emergency remains a si- 
gnificant challenge,” said ACT director John 
Nduna.“What are we saying, when only high 
profile emergencies receive our support?” 

“Generally speaking, the majority of ACT 
appeals are underfunded,” said Colleen 
McCue, coordinator for finance and admi- 
nistration at Presbyterian World Service 
and Development. “The numbers do not 
tell the whole story. There is a significant 
amount of work that ACT members are 
engaged in in Afghanistan but not neces- 
sarily through ACT.” 

PWS&D, the national mission agency of 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada, supports 
two initiatives in Afghanistan: a food security 
project run through the Canadian Food- 
grains Bank and an education project for girls 
in partnership with Church World Service. 


Calvin Events 


Wondering how to celebrate Jean Calvin's 

500th birthday? Here's a few ideas: 

© Knox and Emmanuel Colleges, Toronto—Re- 
discovering Calvin; June 18 to 20, 2009. 
Speakers will include Rev. Dr. Serene Jo- 
nes, president of Union Theological Semi- 
nary, New York, Rev. Prof. Alister McGrath, 
head of the Centre for Theology, Religion 
and Culture at King’s College, London, 
and Marilynne Robinson, award-winning 
author of Housekeeping, Gilead and Home. 
Registration for the event closes May 31. 


© St. Andrew's Hall, Vancouver—Calvin @ 500; 
September 24 to 25. Keynote speaker Dr. 
Bruce Gordon, professor of Reformation 
History at Yale University Divinity School. 

© Presbyterian College and the Church of St. Andrew 
and St. Paul, Montreal—Calvin and the 
Christian Faith Today: October 29 to 30. 
Keynote speaker Rev. Dr. Randall C. Zach- 
man is professor of Reformation Studies 
at the University of Notre Dame, Indiana. 

© Geneva, Switzerland—Calvin Jubilee, the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, May 29 to June 3. 
Participants are expected to hail from 
Asia, North America, Europe, Latin Ame- 
rica, Africa, the Pacific and the Caribbean. 
For more WARC-related events around 
the world: calvin09.org/EN/eventpool. 


Bring Back Luther 


ENI—An international expert on church 
unity has urged the Roman Catholic Church 
to declare that its excommunication of 
Martin Luther no longer applies. 

“Luther, a major symbol and personifica- 
tion during 400 years of the past Catholic- 
Lutheran conflict and division, is now seen 
as a common teacher,” said Rev. GUnther 
Gassmann, a German Lutheran theologian, 
who directed the World Council of Chur- 
ches’ Faith and Order Commission from 
1984 to 1995. 

Born in 1483, Luther trained as a Catholic 
monk, but was excommunicated in 1521 af- 
ter refusing to retract teachings the church 
judged to be heretical. 


Darkness Reigns 


WWF—On March 28, iconic buildings inclu- 
ding Toronto's CN Tower and London's Big 
Ben went dark for Earth Hour 2009. 

The international event encouraged in- 
dividuals and businesses to turn off their 
lights from 8:30 to 9:30 as a way of expres- 
sing concern about climate change and 
energy consumption. 

The annual event began in Sydney, Au- 
stralia with 2 million participants in 2007, 
and grew to 50 million participants worl- 
dwide in 2008. Organizers hoped for one 
billion participants in 2009. m 
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POP 
GEIRIS PEAINTEY; 


Success by Grace 


Reading Malcolm Gladwell in light of the church. BY ANDREW FAIZ 


been about the 10,000 hours of diligent work required 

to be a success in one’s chosen field. Diana Butler Bass, 
speaking at Rosedale, Toronto, in late February, mentioned 
the 10,000 hours while speaking of successful churches she 
had studied. Gladwell gives the example of the Beatles and 
Bill Gates, amongst many others, who through a combina- 
tion of luck and grace were able to spend an extraordinary 
amount of time perfecting their craft. 

But, Gladwell’s book—subtitled, The Story of Success— 
is about much more than just practice, practice, practice. 
Perhaps the most interesting story in this collection of 
fascinating characters, is that of Chris Langan, who has 
an IQ of 195, which is 45 
points higher than Albert 
Einstein’s. But, Langan’s 
is essentially a story of 
failure—despite his natural 
gift (he got a perfect score 
on his SAT) the best he’s 
achieved in life is to be a 
celebrity foil on TV shows. He’s dropped out of schools, and 
has floundered most of his life. Langan attributes his failure 
to his dirt-poor, wrong-side-of-the-track upbringing. 

Gladwell argues that success in life, in the world, is 
dependent on many factors—among them a comfortable 
socio-economic start, which gives the child a cultural advan- 
tage. If Langan had been born into a middle-class environ- 
ment, his story might be very different. Despite his God- 
given strengths (he was talking at six-months of age) he 
grew up in an environment that did not cultivate success. 
So, whenever Langan bumped into mundane setbacks in 
life—a professor who doesn’t give a small extension on an 
essay—he gave up rather than fight. 

Gladwell compares him to Robert Oppenheimer (the 
Father of the Nuclearn Bomb and a precocious child, though 
only a gurgling infant), who was born into a wealthy family, 
and grew up with the expectation that the world was his 
oyster: “If you’re someone who was sent to the Ethical 
Cultural School, then you aren’t going to be intimidated 
by a row of Cambridge dons arrayed in judgment again 
you.” No indeed; instead, you charm, you debate, you pull 
all-nighters, anything “that allowed him to get what he 
wanted from the world.” 


[= buzz from Malcolm Gladwell’s book Outliers has 


I still hold to what I wrote in March, that 
our denomination is a major force in the 
world. We do amazing work, in amazing 

ways—but a lot of it is done within indi- 

vidual silos of single congregations 


Langan’s failures echoed with me as I worked on the 
Record’s cover stories so far this year: May’s national survey; 
April’s leadership article; the shocking survey on clergy 
depression in March. It seems that the Church, and let’s 
speak specifically of our own national version, has lost 
confidence in itself. 

I still hold to what I wrote in March, that our denomina- 
tion is a major force in the world. We do amazing work, in 
amazing ways—but a lot of it is done within individual silos 
of single congregations. But despite that strength, we aren’t 
a self-confident body. How else to interpret a survey (page 
18) that proves we don’t read the primary text—the Bible, 
in case you were wondering—that motivates and drives our 
faith? How else to interpret the 
fact that we don’t pray? That 
we—its a survey of Presbyte- 
rians by Presbyterians—don’t 
share our faith with each other, 
let alone with those outside the 
church? 

I read it as a lack of confi- 
dence—if you don’t believe enough in what you claim to 
believe in, then you have lost confidence in yourself. You 
fail to act as if your Faith has true purpose or meaning. 
Somehow our Faith has become secondary to ... to what? 
To doing things? To polity? To history? To ideology? To 
complacency? To a lack of cultural confidence ... 

The Church, our church, is very much like Langan—our 
gifts are great, graced to us by God through His son Jesus— 
and we do some things with them, but we make excuses for 
ourselves. Which is of course absurd: we have the 10,000 
hours of training, we have the knowledge and the teaching 
that what we are is good and worthy, we have God in our 
corner, and Jesus in our midst—or do we? Yes, we do! But, 
we seem to have forgotten that. 

Gladwell finishes this book with a powerful and personal 
chapter on his mother Joyce, who has enriched the Record 
with her wisdom and thoughtfulness over the years. Till 
then, for nearly 300 pages, we’ve been in the company of 
the egregiously rich and famous, but Gladwell, by writing 
of his mother, makes us understand that true success isn’t 
solely about numbers. It is first encouraged by Grace— 
which is available to all—and achieved by those with the 
strength of character to use it well. Amen, brother. @ 


May 2009 | Presbyterian Record | / 


COVER STORY 


: 
veeuciiareemmatnndimmmmmmeennin 
i 
at 
eggs 


Ns r 
icon ntl 


, te A j ; f 
PN /\ poop 
i j 4 ; : z i 
i 9 { Z { 
t 


A ‘ nee 


arden Grow? 


A national survey samples the PCC’s spiritual soil. 


BY DAVID HARRIS * iLLU 


nly God can make the seed grow,” 
observes Rev. John-Peter Smit, “and 
only God can make the church grow.” 
Smit made his comment before getting 
into the details of an ongoing survey 
on the health of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

The details aren’t pretty. They suggest that if the church 
is soil for the seed, it is sorely in need of some tender care. 

In all categories, Presbyterians ranked themselves 
poorer in spiritual health than other Christians in Canada. 
The lowest ratings are about how 
people live out their faith on a daily 
basis, what the survey calls “pas- 
sionate spirituality,” and an ability 
to discern and meet the needs of 
people outside the church, what it 
labels “need-oriented evangelism.” 

The survey results were compiled 
over a seven-year period under the auspices of Natural 
Church Development. NCD’s program is designed to help 
churches assess their own organizational health through 
a benchmarking survey of church members. Smit is con- 
gregational development consultant for the Synod of Cen- 
tral, Northeastern Ontario and Bermuda and the national 
church’s staff liaison with NCD. 

According to its website, NCD’s primary goal is the 
“quality of the church” or what it calls the church’s health. 
But as Bill Bickle, NCD Canada’s point person said in an 
interview, “Healthy churches grow.” And he said NCD’s 
eight health categories were originally determined by look- 
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In all categories, Presbyterians 
ranked themselves poorer 
in spiritual health than other 
Christians in Canada 


ISTRATIONS BY MARTA ANTELO 


ing at growing churches to see what traits they had in com- — 


mon so that they could be used as benchmarks. 

So NCD also notes that churches that complete at least 
three surveys increase their growth rate by more than 50 
per cent between the first and third survey. This means that 
a church that had been growing at, say, four per cent a year 
would now be growing at about six per cent. 

NCD also says that the workload of the church leaders 
“significantly” decreases over the same time-period. 

The Institute for Natural Church Development was 
founded in 1989 by a German evan- 
gelical, Christian Schwarz. Forty-four 
percent of the nearly 61,000 surveys 
completed since 1996 have been done 
in the United States; Canada follows, 
contributing just over nine per cent 
of all surveys. In all, more than 70 
countries are involved in NCD. 

In terms of denominational participation, Presbyterians 
rank fifth internationally, with 5.3 per cent of all surveys. 
Baptists are the largest participating denomination at just 
over 11 per cent. 

In Canada, NCD is one of a dozen congregational 
development programs available through the Presbyte- 
rian national church. Dorothy Henderson, the associate 
secretary of the Life and Mission Agency responsible for 
the NCD survey, says the findings are influencing her work 
already as she tries to find resources for congregations that 
focus on healthy, dynamic spirituality and outreach. She 
says further meetings are planned with LMA staff to > 
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see what if any adapting needs 
to be undertaken in response to 
the NCD results. 


THE HEALTHY GARDEN 

NCD doesn’t tell congregations 
how to improve their health. 
That is seen as the responsibility 
of the congregation’s leadership. 
But it does aim to help congre- 
gations identify areas impeding 
their development, what NCD 
refers to as barriers to health. 

The idea is that this is foun- 
dational work: Unless the soil is 
good, rich and well watered, it 
doesn’t matter what else the church 
does, the plants will die. Conversely, 
as Smit says, picking up his metaphor: 
“God has designed the church to 
grow—all by itself—if the conditions 
are right.” 

So what are the conditions? Won't 
they be different depending on the 
culture of the denomination and the 
people involved—the soil, to extend 
the metaphor? 

“We know what all plants need to 


grow: good location, water, fertilizer 
sun and space,” Smit replies. “They are 
principles of growth. 

“The question is, what do churches 
need? Are there principles of church 
health that apply to congregations 
regardless of location, size, theological 
point of view or other factors, and if 
so, how do we measure them?” 

Smit and NCD say, yes: These are 
the eight Essential Areas for a Success- 
ful Church—see box below. 


Essential Areas for a Successful Church 


According to NCD founder Christian Schwarz’s theory, there are eight 
essential areas that determine the success and health of every growing 
church, regardless of where it is located. They are: 


¢ EMPOWERING LEADERSHIP: leadership that encourages and supports — 


others to achieve their full potential. 


* GIFT-BASED MINISTRY: working with the spiritual gifts each person has to. 


build up the church. 


° PASSIONATE SPIRITUALITY: whether people live out their faith with 


commitment, fire and enthusiasm. 


¢ EFFECTIVE STRUCTURES: do they move the church forward or hold it beeen 
¢ INSPIRING WORSHIP: providing an inspiring, meaningful experience. 
* HOLISTIC SMALL GROUPS: groups that care for the whole peice are a criti-. 


cal part of Christian life. 


* NEED-ORIENTED EVANGELISM: focusing on the need of the person che 
evangelized, not the need of the evangelizing organization. 


* LOVING RELATIONSHIPS: measuring depth in Christian relationships. Le 
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“In all of these characteris- 
tics,” says Smit, “the adjective 
is the key.” In other words, he 
says, “churches don’t just need 
leadership; they need a particu- 
lar kind of leadership, they don’t 
just need ministry, they need 
gift-oriented ministry.” 

When congregations are 
given the means to measure these 
qualities, they can make strategic 
decisions about changing the 
conditions, if they want to. 

And why would congrega- 
tions want to change, especially 
if some of the factors (for exam- 
ple, daily Bible reading) are part 
of the wider national culture? 

“Because it’s a sign of ill health,” 


says NCD’s Bickle. 
The survey has 91 questions. The 
congregation’s leaders choose 30 


active, committed members to fill it 
out. The results are then collated and 
placed in relationship with every other 
survey conducted in the country. 
Overall, 2,700 congregations in some 
43 denominations have completed at 
least one survey in Canada. 

Congregational profiles are com- 
bined to create a profile for the larger 
denomination. 

Smit says its important to recog- 
nize that the survey is only a diagnos- 
tic tool. It does not suggest why the 
health of a congregation is the way 
it is or what to do about it. It is left 
to the church leaders to interpret the 
results and make decisions about what 
to change. 

But he says, the survey results 
should be regarded as “a way to begin a 
conversation,” about what they reveal 
regarding the culture of the congrega- 
tion and denomination and how that 
might be changed to better address 
the perceived weaknesses and help the 
church meet people’s needs. 

And just like a gardener tests the 
soil every spring before planting, the 
NCD survey is meant to be repeated 
annually so the congregation can track 
its progress. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN CANADA'S PROFILE 
About 100 congregations in the Pres- 
byterian Church in Canada have com- 
pleted at least one NCD survey. The 
current denominational profile—see 
page 21—is based on 87 surveys from 
78 congregations, involving more 
than 2,400 Presbyterians from across 
the country, done before 2007 when a 
new survey was introduced by NCD. 

The red flag is the passionate spiti- 
tuality category. Presbyterians’ prac- 
tices result in this being ranked in the 
unhealthy range. This is also typical of 
most Anglican and United congrega- 
tions in Canada, says Bickle, possibly 
reflecting some wider cultural issues. 

Need-oriented evangelism is ranked 
second-lowest. And cumulatively, the 
rankings in all eight categories fall 
below the mean. 

Bickle interprets the results though 
some straightforward questions he says 
Presbyterians may want to ask them- 


selves. “Are we about evangelism? Are 
loving relationships important to us or 
are structures more important? Do we 
want to tell people the Good News?” 
Smit believes Presbyterians have 
suspected all this about their own 
denomination for some time. “I have 
shown this survey to many people 
over the past year,” he says. “Nobody 
is surprised by the results,” but he adds 
they are still shocked by the extent to 
which their assumptions about the 
church are validated by the survey. 


WHAT DOES THIS GARDEN NEED? 
NCD’s theory is pretty simple: A 
church’s overall health is only as good 
as its lowest assessment, which NCD 
refers to as a barrier to health. Just as a 
well-watered garden that lacks certain 
nutrients won’t improve if it is given 
more water, a church that has uneven 
rankings won’t grow until the barriers 
are removed. 

For Canadian Presbyterians, Smit > 


As with many other 
churches in Canada, 
passionate spirituality 
receives the poorest 
health ranking by 
church members. 
Need-oriented 
evangelism is ranked 
second-lowest, but 
the rankings in all 
eight categories fall 
below the mean 


Presbyterian Church's Natural Church Development Profile 
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“does a | good job, | tell 
2. Optimal care is given to our , 


- great ciolence 


4. People in my church. are highly 
_ motivated to do church. work. 


" 5. When someone in the church 

oo Nasa different opinion from 

: : mine, being : silent to keep th 
_ peace is not an option for me. 


6. My minister is not overworked. 


" 2, In the groups 1 belong t to it 
_ easy for newcomers to be inte- 
grated, 
8. When new people come to 
church events, we approach 
them openly and loyineyy. 


hh | do not consider my church 
overly traditional. . 


10. The atmosphere ate our ‘chure 
is strongly influenced vy pri 
and complinnent 


says, it means failing to address the 
issue of passionate spirituality is more 
likely to drag the church’s health down 
than developing empowering leader- 
ship will pull it up. 

“It’s like our own health,” Smit 
says. “High cholesterol is more likely 
to bring down the rest of our health 
than the rest of our health is likely to 
reduce our cholesterol.” 


UNEARTHING WHERE THE CHURCH IS 
HEALTHY AND WHERE IT 1S NOT 

The denominational results are reflected 
in the results of individual congrega- 
tions. In more than 40 per cent of all 
Presbyterian congregations, passionate 
spirituality is the lowest factor. This is 
followed by need-oriented evangelism, 
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holistic small groups and lov- 
ing relationships. 

But Smit says a thorough 
analysis requires looking at 
some of the individual ques- 
tion results. 

He starts by looking at 
the denomination’s top 10 
healthy practices—see box on 
this page—as revealed by the 
survey. 

“These are all important 
indicators of our health,” says Smit. 
“We can disagree and be open about 
things. The example our pastors set 
should not be one of overwork and 
exhaustion, and we have a greater 
than average capacity for change,” he 
says of the list. 

“We praise people for doing good 
work [and] we greet newcomers. These 
all speak of our openness and a positive 
environment of affirmation and praise.” 

These characteristics are critical 
starting points for becoming health- 
ier as a denomination, says Smit, and 
should be celebrated. 

So what about the areas that aren’t 
so healthy? 

The survey uncovered some inter- 
esting findings. Respondents said they 
tend not to read the Bible privately or 
see it as a guide in their life. Nor are 
they inclined to share their faith expe- 
riences with other Christians. Prayer 
is not terribly inspiring for them and 
they are not confident others are pray- 
ing for them. And they struggle with 
stewardship. 

These results raise three questions 
for Smit. “Are we looking at differ- 
ent issues, (Bible, experiencing God’s 
work, stewardship and prayer) or one, 
namely spiritual disciplines? What is 
causing this? Can we name the barrier 
to growth? How can we remove the 
barrier?” 

Finally, Smit says, respondents 
indicated that while they are enthusi- 
astic about their church, they lack the 
confidence to share this. “What,” he 
asks, “does this say about us and about 
our future as a denomination?” 


DIGGING DEEPER STILL 

The least affirmed answer of all was the 
response to the statement: “The Word 
of God is the most important author- 
ity in the decisions of my everyday 
life.” Barely higher-rated were ques- 
tions that asked if the respondents had 
socialized recently with others in the 
church, deepened their relationship 
with non-believers and adequately 
shared their wealth by supporting the 
church and its missions. 

Observed Smit, “we don’t seem to 
build strong relationships within our 
church and we don’t build relationships 
with those who don’t know Christ. 

“Both in and out of our Christian 
communities, friendlinessisn’tenough; 
we are called to relational depth with 
one another. These are the aspects of 
our soil sample that need attending to 
before the seeds will grow.” 


TENDING THE GARDEN 

When the results of the denomi- 
national profile were presented to 
national Life and Mission Agency staff, 
one member asked the NCD presenter 
how he would describe the denomina- 
tion’s profile in a sentence. 

“This is a church that loves what 
it is doing but has forgotten why it is 
doing it,” was the reply. 

One of the congregations that com- 
pleted the survey was St. Andrew’s, 
Brampton, Ont. “Our lowest score was 
in the area of need-oriented evange- 
lism,” they wrote to the Record. 

“Our highest score was in the area 
of loving relationships. 

“When we looked at the answers 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca } 


to the questions, it seemed clear that 
we had a great church where people 
had meaningful experiences with God 
and with others ... and they wanted to 
keep that secret!” 

As a result, the congregation’s plan- 
ning committee held focus-group meet- 
ings with members of the congregation. 

Last January they held an all-com- 
mittee, all-group meeting. “When we 
took our next survey in the spring of 
2008,” they reported, “our [rating] in the 
quality characteristic of need-oriented 
evangelism had jumped from below 
average to well above average. And in 
a very practical sense, the people of St. 
Andrew’s feel more free to talk about 
their faith experience and are better able 
and equipped to do so,” they said. 

“Of course, every survey reveals a 
new area of weakness needing to be 
addressed. Our 2008 survey revealed a 
typically Presbyterian deficit: Our low 
score now was in the area of passionate 


spirituality.” 

Rev. Penny Garrison of St. Giles’, 
Cambridge, Ont., noticed a change in 
her congregation just through the pro- 
cess of taking the survey and discussing 
it. “Doors have been opened to enable 
us to talk together more freely about 
spiritual matters and our faith journeys. 
My preaching has shifted in response to 
the survey data and I am making head- 
way in being more responsive, relevant 
and passionate in my sermons.” 

Smit says he hopes the denomina- 
tion takes the national profile to heart 
in a similar fashion. “I have come to 
believe that we may be so busy doing 
church that we forget to be the church. 
We are so caught up with programs and 
budgets and activities that we have lost 
sight of who we are and, more impor- 
tantly, whose we are. Perhaps it is time 
to tend those needs.” 

For more information please see 
www.ncd-canada.com. 


RESPONSES PLACED ON A BELL CURVE 


AVERAGE 


Same as others 


Probably lower 
than others 
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Probably higher 
than others 


HIGH 


Definitely 
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than others 


The Most 
Beautiful 
Gialtives 
Contest 


As the beholder, you define 
beautiful any Way you want: 
architecture, location, mission, 
worship, people. 


Choose your words and images 
well. Be creative: make a collage, 
write a poem. Any way to 

prove that yours is the most 
beautiful church. 


YO ENTER SEND 200 WORDS AND UP 
TO FIVE PHOTOGRAPHS TO: 
BEAUTIFULCHURCH@ 

PRESBY TERIANRECORDO.CA. 
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS: ALL 
IMAGES MUST BE HIGH RESOLUTION 
JPGS (MINIMUM OF 300 DPLAT 8” % 10) 


How to Read 
the NCD Graphs 


An NCD graph is a bell curve, which 
creates an average of all responses 
and then places each singular cate- 
gory in relation to that average. Bell 
curves are often used in academia 
to place a single student's exam in . 
relation to all the exams written by 
all the students in that class. (Yes, 
it is theoretically possible for a bell 
curve average to be 49 out of 100; 
or 83 out of 100.) 


What is labelled average here on 
this example graph, or on the graph 
on page 21, is where most respon- 
ses fall after being sifted through 
NCD's proprietary mathmatical for- 
mulas. Low is not a value judge- 
ment—in the PCC’s example, NCD 
surveys show that for Canadian 
Presbyterians, passionate spiritua- 
lity is not as much of a focus as 
empowered leadership. 
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Donald Jackson works 
at his tilted desk. 


Illuminating Tradition 


The Saint John’s Bible recreates a medieval tradition. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


he Saint John’s Bible follows in the tradition of the 

painstakingly crafted manuscripts of the Middle 

Ages. The seven volumes took a decade to create, and 
feature the work of artist and calligrapher Donald Jackson, 
who works in the Scriptorium in Wales. 

In the 1970s, Jackson expressed his lifelong dream to cre- 
ate an illuminated Bible. The Saint John’s Bible was officially 
commissioned by Saint John’s University and Saint John’s 
(Benedictine) Abby in Collegeville, Minnesota in1998, and 
its first lines—the opening sentences of John’s gospel—were 
penned on Ash Wednesday in the year 2000. 

A team of artists, historians and theologians provided 
Jackson with background information and critical inter- 
pretations of passages, but the artistic process more closely 
resembled that of lectio divina or ‘sacred reading.’ The 
ancient monastic practice, which is finding renewed vigor 
in many modern churches, involves meditative reading of 
biblical texts and extended periods of reflection. 

Like its medieval predecessors, the text was written with 
quills on calfskin vellum by a team of scribes and artists, 
who worked with Jackson. 

Inks were created by hand using traditional methods, 
and colours play an important role throughout the work. 
For instance, in Creation (see Call to Worship page), gold is 
used to symbolize the intervention of God and the order he 
imposed on the ‘formless void,’ which is represented by the 


24 Presbyterian Record 


Hebrew phrase tohu wa-bohu. The gold geometry extends 
upwards from the nebulous first day to the serene Sabbath. 
Wide-reaching influences, such as cave paintings found in 
Nigeria, work their way into the art—in this case as repre- 
sentations of early humanity. 

The influence of history and Jewish tradition is also pres- 
ent. For instance, in a representation of the genealogy of 
Christ, a stylized menorah or seven-branched candelabrum 
takes the place of a family tree (see Benediction page). The 
image begins with Abraham at its base—the father of Judaism, 
Islam and Christianity—and extends through the line of King 
David to culminate with Jesus as a central flame. 

The New Revised Standard Version was chosen for the 
project, as it is a modern translation respected by the Cana- 
dian and American Catholic conferences of bishops. 

The completed books contain approximately 160 illu- 
minations scattered throughout 1,150 pages. They cost 
several million dollars to create and were financed through 
private donations. 

A series of limited edition, full-size reproductions, are 
currently circulating among museums, universities, and art 
galleries. A special eighth volume, containing commentary, 
will accompany each set. Only 360 Heritage editions will be 
created, each for $145,000. Proceeds from the Heritage Pro- 
gram will fund scholarships, manuscript preservation efforts, 
and scholarly work related to the Saint John’s Bible. @ 
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Always 


Marilynne Robinson's essays bring theology to life. BY PHILIP LEE 


The Death Of Adam: 
Essays On Modern Thought 
By Marilynne Robinson 
Mariner Books 


500th anniversary of John Calvin’s 

birth, North American Protestants 
should be especially grateful for Mari- 
lynne Robinson’s rereading and care- 
ful re-examination of the thought and 
times of Reformed theology’s most 
important founding father. (It should 
be noted that amongst these ground 
breaking essays, Robinson also offers 
insight into some other critical areas 
of modern thought such as Darwin- 
ism, capitalism, the American family, 
environmentalism and censorship. It 
would seem that no name 
or movement is so formi- 
dable as to frighten her.) 

Robinson acknowledges 
satirically where Calvin 
stands in popular opinion: 
“All we know about John 
Calvin was that he was an 
18th-century Scotsman, a 
prude and obscurantist with a buckle 
on his hat, possibly a burner of witch- 
es, certainty the very spirit of capital- 
ism.” Given all the editorializing on 
the severity of Calvin, the stodginess of 
Calvin and his followers, the vicious- 
ness of the Calvinist movement toward 
its enemies, the theological support 
offered by Calvinism to the oppres- 
sive establishments—aren’t Calvin and 


[: this year of celebrating the 


rHE DEATH oF ADAM 


ESSAYS GS & NL HOUVGHT 


MARILYNNE ROBINSON 


“All we know about John Calvin was 
that he was an 18th-century Scotsman, 
a prude and obscurantist with a buckle 
on his hat, possibly a burner of witches, 
certainly the very spirit of capitalism” 


Calvinism simply to be avoided? After 
all, isn’t Calvinism behind most of our 
western unhealthy inhibitions? Isn’t 
Calvinism the very epitome of sexual 
repression? Wasn’t the execution of 
Michael Servetus the outstanding ex- 
ample of religious atrocity in the age 
of the Reformation? Wasn’t Calvin a 
staunch supporter of the oppressive es- 
tablishment? 


And wasn’t he a principal founder 
of modern capitalism? Wasn't 16th- 
century Geneva under Calvin’s auto- 
cratic hand not the classic example of 
religious tyranny? 

Robinson confronts all these popu- 
lar certitudes through a careful reread- 
ing of the original sources. 

Perhaps the most serious charge 
against Calvin by his modern detrac- 
tors is that he was ashamed of the hu- 
man condition, that he denigrated our 
common humanity. Robinson meets 
this criticism honestly and head on. 
She points out that Calvin’s attack on 
his own humanity and on our com- 
mon humanity arise from his exalted 
view of what we human beings were 
created to be and are capable of be- 
coming. His apparently dark 
assessment of human nature 
can be understood only in 
light of the dialectical rela- 
tionship between our sinful 
nature and our nature saved 
by grace. Rather than being 
“inhuman and world-hating,” 
Calvin’s theology is quite the 
contrary. His description of our fallen 
nature is given only for purposes of 
contrast to our saved nature in Christ. 

Robinson also shows that there 
are no grounds for the prevailing 
view that Calvin was against women. 
Concerning the Creation story in 
Genesis, Calvin wrote: “He [Adam] 
lost, therefore, one of his ribs; but in- 
stead of it, a far richer reward was > 
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Evangel Hall Mission 


Volunteers Needed 
for Summer 
Sunday Dinners 


This summer Evangel Hall Mission 
needs your help. Our Sunday 
dinner program has been so 
popular that we are going to 
continue this program throughout 
the summer. 


Willing groups, of 6 to 12 
volunteers, are needed to provide 
home cooked meals and serve 
approximately 75 to 100 people. 
Dinner is served at 5:30 p.m.. 


The meal does not have to be 
complicated and if cooking is not 
your forte, we have two large 
barbeques available for hot dogs 
and hamburgers. Meals can be 
prepared in the comfort of your own 
kitchen or here at the Hall, whichever 
is more convenient for you. 


Evangel Hall Mission represents 
extended family for many of our 
participants. The dinner program is 
not only an opportunity to provide 
nutritious meals for less-fortunate 
members of our community but also 
a chance to let others know that they 
are appreciated and cared for. 


For more information on this 
program or to have your group host 
a Sunday dinner, please contact 
Paula Aceto (416) 504-3563 x 231 


Everybody can be great. 
Because anybody can serve... 
You only need a heart full of grace. 
A soul generated by love. 
~ Martin Luther King, Jr. 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 
552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 


Phone (416) 504-3563 
Fax (416) 504-8056 


www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR 0001 
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As a Calvinist herself, she confesses that, 
“My tradition does not encourage the idea that 
God would find any merit in it. I go to Church 

for my own gratification, which is intense” 


granted him, since he gained a faith- 
ful associate of life; for he now saw 
himself who had before been imper- 
fect, rendered complete in his wife ... 
in the person of the woman the hu- 
man race was at length complete ...” 
Unlike some other theologians who 
imply that our Mother Eve was the 
real culprit in the story of the Fall, 
Calvin finds Adam to be a self-pro- 
tective hypocrite: “conscious of no 
evil (in himself), he puts his wife as 
the guilty party in his place.” 

According to Robinson, those 
who presume that Calvin is anti- 
sexual are basing that assumption on 
evidence that does not exist. Unlike 
Augustine and other theologians, 
who regarded sex as a necessary evil 
in the promulgation of the race, Cal- 
vin demonstrates no hint of that 
kind of thinking. For him, marriage 
is “the bond which God has preferred 
to all others.” 

Calvin has, of course, been ac- 
cused of promoting capitalism, even 
the unfettered capitalism now wreck- 
ing havoc on our planet. In her essay 
McGuffey And The Abolistionists, she 
discusses the influence of the Old Tes- 
tament on Calvinistic New England: 
“In fact, it [the Old Testament] is more 
insistent than Marx ever was in cham- 
pioning the poor and the oppressed. 
Its influence is thought to have made 
New Englanders severe, yet Jonathan 
Edwards (1703-1758) who is taken 
to personify their severity, preached 
an absolute obligation to assist the 
needy—before their need became ur- 
gent, before they were compelled to 
seek help, despite any question of their 
own worthiness or of the responsibility 
of relatives or others to assist them.” 

Robinson goes on to quote Ed- 
wards: “We are particularly required to 


be kind to the unthankful and the evil.” 
She points out the contrast between 
Edward’s sermons and some present 
day extremely negative attitudes to- 
ward the poor which are “a supposed 
reclaiming of traditional values.” 

Those who associate Calvin and 
Calvinism with an unfettered, brutal 
free-market economic system, accord- 
ing to Robinson, have failed to under- 
stand the great Reformer’s“ generosity 
of spirit ... we do not do him or the 
generations immersed in his thought 
the courtesy of reading him.” 

I must recommend to all Chris- 
tians, Reformed or otherwise, Rob- 
inson’s remarkable essay on her per- 
sonal experience in church going, 
entitled, Psalm Eight. As a Calvinist 
herself, she confesses that, “My tra- 
dition does not encourage the idea 
that God would find any merit in it. 
I go to Church for my own gratifi- 
cation, which is intense.” About the 
gratification, she writes, “The es- 
sence of it certainly is the Bible ... 
with which after long and assidu- 
ous attention I am not familiar. ... 
By grace of my abiding ignorance, it 
is always new to me. I am never not 
instructed.” 

I can only say that by not get- 
ting it, Marilynne Robinson, in my 
opinion, has got it. She describes her 
own efforts at understanding: “I have 
spent my life watching not to see be- 
yond the world, merely to see, great 
mystery, what is plainly before my 
eyes.” I am grateful that she has en- 
couraged us to watch and to see those 
same visible but elusive sights. 


Rev. Philip Lee is minister emeritus of 
Grace, Saint John, New Brunswick. This 
review has been edited; you can find the . 
complete text on our website. | 
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BOOK 
REV LEVY 


Instruction, 
Inspiration, Delight 


The third in an excellent series of gospel sermons . BY IAN VICTOR 


The Master Teacher: 
Sermons From Mark 

by Roy Sheldon MacKenzie 
Fairway Press 


sermon is an oral/aural event 
Aw takes place in a specific 
time and context within a spe- 
cific congregation. As the Spirit moves 
over the gathered community and 
brings the word to life through the 
words of the preacher, by God’s grace 
the people of God are blessed. Books of 
sermons, on the other hand, are often 
lifeless and dull when removed from 
worship and read instead of heard. 
How a sermon ‘reads’ can be like ask- 
ing what ‘flavour’ a Mozart sonata is. 
The wrong context 
and the wrong sense 
are involved. Hence, 
publishing sermons 
takes great courage 
in the face of such 
difficulty. 
Thankfully, Rev. 
Dr. Sheldon MacKenzie blesses us 
with such courage—pastor, preacher, 
teacher (and I am privileged to add 
friend) expands his series of books of 
sermons based on the gospels with 
this latest edition, The Master Teacher: 
Sermons from Mark. It follows on the 
heels of editions on Luke (The Mas- 
ter Story-Teller) and John (The Master 
Preacher) and continues their engag- 
ing qualities of good teaching and 


MASTER 


TEACHER 


SERMONS FROM MARK 


ROY SHELDON MACKENZIE 


The belief that we are in a life and death 
competition with each other means that we need 
to put our trust and our resources into weaponry 
rather than peacemaking and reconciliation 


solid scholarship, deep devotion and 
accessible inspiration. 

The 24 sermons in The Master 
Teacher take the reader through Mark 
from its beginning at Jesus’ baptism 
to its mysteriously truncated end- 
ing of the story of his resurrection. 
The journey tours from the streets of 
Galilee and Jerusalem through Nova 
Scotia and Newfoundland and Brit- 
ish Columbia, and the guides quoted 


along the way range from Kierkegaard 
and Pope Benedict XVI to an anxious 
woman in an emergency room and 
a confused tourist who insisted that 
MacKenzie was, in fact, Michael Gor- 
bachev traveling incognito. 

MacKenzie’s unique gift is to con- 
vey to the reader deep faith, solid the- 
ology and practical lessons in Chris- 
tian discipleship in a contemporary, 
humorous and personal way. Always 
true to the text under consideration, 
the sermons unfold the glories of the 
sacraments, the Christian hope for 
the future, the challenge of living for 
Christ in the midst of current dilem- 
mas, and the generosity that springs 
up in anyone grasped by the gener- 
osity of God. They are 
refreshingly simple 
in language, personal 
in tone, and so well 
crafted that the reader 
barely notices how 
much they are learning 
and how deeply they 
are being challenged by the claims of 
Christ and his gospel. 

Whether one occupies the pulpit 
or the pew, or stands aside wondering 
what “this Jesus fellow” is all about, 
one will find in MacKenzie’s The Mas- 
ter Teacher instruction, inspiration and 
delight. = 


Rev. lan Victor is minister at St. Andrew’s, 
Victoria. 
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Seven 
Deadly Sins 


BY L. JUNE STEVENSON 


Dear Lord, 


this bread you break and offer 

to my greedy body 

Serves only to swell already bursting cells, 
Excite demand for after-worship brunch: 
“all you can eat.” 

This sacrificial wine blessed by your 

own hands, soon to be nail-driven, 
Courses through thirsty veins and 
quickens my addiction to things 

of the world, 

The symbolism observed but the baser 
instincts are easily surmounted. 

In serving you I serve myself as pride 
wraps itself around my words and works. 
It is not what I have done but what I have 
left undone that names my sin of laziness, 
My own needs so often provided for first, 
and the dogs eat the table scraps. 

The righteous anger I display at your 
children despoiled by war and hunger 
Mask envy and gluttony over the 

spoils of the victors. 

I lust after my neighbour’s wealth 

and his triumphs, though well earned, 

I would claim as my own. 


Lord, my Lord, even the mighty 
are brought to their knees; 
You rain sulphur and fire on Sodom 


and Gomorrah, and Lot’s wife becomes 

a pillar of salt. 

Yet you let me pass through the 

gates of the city 

Unsullied, my sins unknown, unrecognized, 
Over and over again to test your love 

in acts of lawlessness, 

To dare to call on you from places 

of degradation and depravity, 

To race homeward on prodigal’s feet, 
pig-mucked and stinking of the gutters 

of every city in which I have defied death, 
The death of body and soul entwined — 
because you have claimed me for your own. 
Where is just anger of what I do not only 
to myself but to your good name, 

Testing like the Pharisees, 

plotting my own downfall... 

“God will judge the righteous and the 
wicked, for he has appointed a time 

for every matter, and for every work.” 
(Ecclesiastes 3:17) 


“Come, not because you are strong, 
but because you are weak.” 


I hear the words, 
I hear, 

I am here. 

Ts it enough? 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


NCTA UY ORLIATRH 


THEOLOGY 101 


Abraham and 
Sons, Inc. 


Religious pluralism demands open dialogue. BY JOSEPH MCLELLAND 


eligion began in both the 

East and West long before 

the Hebrews appeared. Before 
their covenant and law, myth-and- 
ritual emerged around the globe with 
evolving humanity. In Mediterranean 
lands the great mysteries arose, with 
liturgy and sacraments and union with 
the god (the books of Ephesians and 
Colossians have them in mind: Chris- 
tianity is the true Mystery). Then came 
a different sort of faith, a response to 
certain traumatic events in the life of 
the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. The call of Abraham to leave 
home and journey to the promised 
land becomes a metaphor for three 


religions: Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam. Abraham’s sons Ishmael and 
Isaac feature in the drama in which 
God made covenant promises that 
both should beget many faithful chil- 
dren and father great nations. (You can 
read all about it in Genesis 15-18). 

We will speak about Islam next 
time; here we note the way in which 
the three religions share a common 
heritage from Abraham. Each has 
developed its own structure: liturgy, 
doctrine, social customs. The “incor- 
porated” of our title means this public 
face that turns so many off “orga- 
nized religion.” Outsiders judge us by 
our actions and attitudes rather than 


our creeds—and rightly so. Abraham’s 
two children share a passionate belief 
in the unity of God, rejecting any idea 
of a partner or Son. The Jewish creed 
(the Sh’ma) is “Hear, O Israel: the Lord 
our God is one Lord,” (Deuteronomy 
7:4) and the Muslim (the Shahddah) 
is “There is no God but God, and 
Muhammad is his messenger.” > 


online extra 
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This stress on divine unity 
enlightens our doctrine of Tri-unity: 
unity is equal with trinity. To say 
simply “Jesus is God” (and so God is 
Jesus) is a form of docetic heresy which 
argues Jesus was not human, and is 
identified with Apollinaris who denied 
Christ’s humanity. The classic formula 
was: "Worship the Father through the 
Son by the Spirit.” True worship of 
God happens as we share in Christ’s 
new humanity, offering himself with 
his people. “Our Father, hallowed be 
thy name.” 

After the destruction of the Temple 
(AD 70) Judaism developed a religion 
of synagogue and home, awaiting the 
promised Messiah. Its own story became 
a kind of messianic suffering, with the 
Holocaust the most poignant symbol. If 
we say to Jews: “The Messiah has come!” 
their answer is cogent: “If so, why is the 
world so little changed?” 
Then we are forced into 
a defence that becomes 
otherworldly or  futur- 
istic: “Wait till he comes 
again.” For how can God 
be Lord of history with so 


caust) of the Old Testament (e.g. 
Numbers 28) has been fulfilled in our 
time. Out of that persecution emerged 
a religion scarred but faithful. One of 
the most striking results was a convic- 
tion that humans are called “to mend 
the world” (Tikkun Olam), to share 
the divine purpose of renewing this 
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Judaism may seem a religion of laws and 
rituals but at its heart there is a love for 
the biblical Lord and for His word 


songs along with Christmas carols, 
and play dreidel; many Christians have 
learned to observe the Passover Seder: 

“Every one of us in every generation 
must look upon themselves as if they 
had personally come forth out of Egypt. 
It was not our fathers and mothers 
alone that the Holy One redeemed, 
but ourselves also did He redeem with 
them.” 

For our subject, the bottom line 
is the mission of the Church. The old 
missionary imperative can no longer 
be fulfilled by “plucking brands from 
the burning” (Amos 4:11). For one 
thing, we’re no longer privileged as a 
Western product, bringing culture and 
technology along with gospel. Other 
nations won’t allow us to proselytize, 
and—in part a strange by-product of 
our mission—other religions are self- 
conscious about themselves and some, 
particularly Buddhism, are 
themselves missionary. 
Hinduism has incorpo- 
rated Jesus into its spiri- 
tuality. 

Does this mean our 
mission has failed? Or 
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much suffering, violence 
and inhumanity? 

They remain within God’s cove- 
nant, as Paul argues in Romans 9-11— 
the classic locus on predestination 
in fact concerns Christianity’s rela- 
tion to the calling of Israel: “has God 
rejected His people? By no means! ... 
For the gifts and calling of God are 
irrevocable” (Romans 11:1,29). Jews 
have suffered terribly, because they’re 
perceived as the People of God. Karl 
Barth considered anti-Semitism part of 
the “war against God,” and so a telling 
indication of the respect we owe them. 
Ironically, it’s the same Paul who 
rejected Jesus’ own religion of Torah- 
observance and a coming Kingdom in 
favour of a cosmic Christ. This spin 
on the old religion involved a virulent 
attack on Jewish faith (e.g. Galatians 
5:12!) to support Paul’s thesis that 
Christianity has superseded it. Anti- 
Semitism was not far behind. 

The “whole burnt offering” (Holo- 
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creation—marred by evil but still 
good. Their stirring toast “To Life!” 
(l’Chaim) is a kind of grace note quali- 
fying all that went before. Indeed, 
Judaism recalls that “theology of the 
cross” beloved of Luther and Calvin, 
correcting the traditional “theology of 
glory” exalting Christ as triumphant 
ruler of the world, as in so many of our 
hymns. 

Judaism may seem a religion of 
laws and rituals but at its heart there is 
a love for the biblical Lord and for His 
word. Modern rabbis such as Martin 
Buber and Joshua Heschel have proved 
immense help in understanding the 
biblical story. If we dismiss them as 
merely obeying law but not gospel, we 
forget the love that God’s law inspired 
(e.g. Psalm 119). Their continuing 
witness to the presence of God in the 
home is beautifully seen in the Sabbath 
ritual, in which women have the better 
role. Our children learn Hanukkah 


only that God works in 
other ways than expected? Simple 
conversion to Christianity is no 
longer the sole aim, as we see from 
the reports of what our mission funds 
accomplish—in the pages of the Record 
and Glad Tidings we read of building 
churches and schools, providing 
clean water, etc. All good works, and 
describing the new face of mission. 
Therefore let us turn in humility 
to those others who have their own 
faith and works, and who resist our 
witness because they have their own 
story to tell us. Such open dialogue is 
the way ahead in our age of religious 
pluralism. Especially concerning 
things divine. @ 


Rev. Dr. Joseph McLelland is professor 
emeritus at McGill University and Pres- 
byterian College, Montreal. His latest 
book is Pluralism Without Relativism: 
Religious Studies a la Mode, Clement 
Publishing. 
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CALVIN 


The Power 
to Change 


Calvin's legacy lives on in Korea and abroad. BY IN KEE KIM 


ohn Calvin’s influence on the Korean church is enor- 

mous. The largest Protestant denomination in Korea is 

Presbyterian, and there is not just one, but hundreds of 
Presbyterian denominations. Presbyterianism has become a 
big part of the Korean Christian spirituality. This tendency 
continues on with Korean immigrants in Canada. The 
majority of Korean Protestants in Canada have a Presbyte- 
rian background. 

One of the most profound influences of Calvin on 
Korean Christians is his emphasis on the supreme author- 
ity of the word of God which is characteristic of the Korean 
Presbyterian spirituality. The preached word has been the 
most important aspect of the Korean Christian life. All 
church activity starts with worship and the preached word 
is a necessary part. Every worship must have some kind of 
scriptural reflection or meditation, for without it, it is not 
considered worship. 

And yet the importance of scripture is also the cause of 
many divisions among churches. No matter how sophis- 


ticated or profound one’s ideas may be, they must have 
scriptural support and references if they are to be accepted 
as having authority. In this sense, it can be argued that Cal- 
vin’s vision of the supreme authority of the Bible has been 
realized in the Korean Presbyterian church. 

When the Protestant mission first came to Korea, the 
word of God was introduced to the people, with an empha- 
sis on the teaching and preaching aspect of the word in 
ordained ministry. This fit well with the long tradition of 
Korean Confucianism. The Korean people placed much 
emphasis on the value of education and teaching. With the 
combined influence of Calvin’s authority of scripture and 
the Confucian emphasis on education, personal morality 
and social order, the Korean preaching tended to be largely 
catechetical with a strong emphasis on personal morality, 
maintenance of social order and submission to authority. 
This was preferred to an emphasis on the critical and trans- 
formative power of the word. 

In Korean-Canadian churches, the first criterion a > 
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Part of the reason why the Korean churches grew so rapidly over the last 100 
years, both in Korea and abroad, is their love for the word. Because of this, 
they gather as often as possible to study scripture 


congregation looks for when consid- 
ering a call for a minister is effective 
preaching. This is very important to 
Korean immigrants who find them- 
selves in situations of alienation and 
oppression and are often able to per- 
severe through these hardships with 
the help of the preached word. In the 
word, they find comfort to overcome 
their pain, strength to continue in 
their difficult and vulnerable situa- 
tion, and hope to imagine a better 
future. For many Korean immigrant 
Christians, hearing the preached word 
once a week on Sunday is not enough. 
Therefore most Korean churches have 
midweek worship to hear the word 
again, to help them survive the rest of 
the week. Many Korean churches have 
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not only midweek services, but also 
daily morning prayer services, weekly 
Bible studies for different age groups, 
monthly district worship services, 
annual Bible conferences and so on. 
The Bible studies and other teaching 
events are effectively used for evange- 
listic purposes. Part of the reason why 
the Korean churches grew so rapidly 
over the last 100 years, both in Korea 
and abroad, is their love for the word. 
Because of this, they gather as often 
as possible to study scripture. When 
they do this, they not only study the 
word but also share meals and pray 
together fervently for themselves, for 
their families, for their church and for 
their country, somewhat like the early 
church community. 

Today the Korean immigrant 
churches are facing a new challenge: 
to deepen their understanding of 
scripture. The old interpretation of 
scripture that was dominant in the 
Korean community focused too much 
on personal needs and the uplift- 
ing of one’s own emotions, meeting 
the urgent and desperate needs of 
the Korean immigrants at the time. 
However, many Korean Christians, 
especially younger Christians, des- 
perately need a deeper understanding 
of scripture, an understanding which 
can help them reflect on their immi- 
grant existence in a deeper and more 
fundamental way. Moral interpreta- 
tion, emotional uplifting and practi- 
cal applications can no longer explain 
their profoundly alienated existence. 
They need to readdress Calvin’s under- 
standing of the transformative power 
of the word. For Calvin, preaching 
is Christ being present through the 
word in the community. It creates sac- 
ramental moments. For Koreans, the 
preaching ministry needs to change 
its focus, from individual needs for 
survival in this society to a focus on 
the spiritual needs of being disciples 


of Christ in this foreign land. Calvin 
said, “If preaching is faithfully admin- 
istered, it brings its own responses, 
the response of self-giving and obedi- 
ent service.” Korean preaching needs 
to go beyond just licking the wounds 
of hurt and pain; it has to transform 
painful existence into a desire, a 
yearning, and the power to change. A 
new understanding of their existence 
through the transformative lens of the 
word of God is desperately needed. 
The preaching has to go beyond a cat- 
echetical exercise to bringing about 
an awakening of their current real- 
ity and the envisioning of new real- 
ity. It needs to bring out sacramental 
moments for those who live in very 
dry and difficult life circumstances. 
The theology of scripture needs 
to be developed and its hermeneu- 
tics rediscovered through a Korean 
immigrant perspective. Traditional 
Western theology will be helpful 
but it will not be enough, perhaps 
even inadequate if applied uncriti- 
cally. The immigrant experience has 
prepared the Korean people to be 
an excellent resource and fertile soil 
to produce fruits that can be a very 
powerful and liberating hermeneu- 
tics of scripture in much the way that 
the cultural, historical, political and 
social circumstances of Europe pre- 
pared Calvin 500 years ago. The word 
does not exist in isolation. The word 
exists with people. Preaching is not 
an empty extraction of concepts from 
scripture but an amalgamation, a sort 
of creative interaction, of the scrip- 
ture and the hearer, with the help of 
the Holy Spirit. The word continu- 
ously brings out new meaning, new 
direction, new change and demands 
new commitment. In this way, the 
reformation continues... @ 


Rev. In Kee Kim is minister at St. Timothy, 
Etobicoke, Ont. 
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Congregation 


Life in the vineyard is risky, messy work. BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


May 10, Fifth Sunday of Easter tripped up? Caught up in tending, pruning, picking, press- 
John 15:1-8 ing? Farming of any kind in Jesus’ day was risky, messy 
| work. All faith, precious little science. 
i Let every one of us stay in his own parish, where he will discover Being a congregation is risky, messy work! We get caught 


more useful work than in all the making of pilgrimages, even if up in the tangled life of the vineyard because this is where we 
they were all combined into one. Here, at home, you will find bap- _ find life and love. All we need is right here, in this wonderful, 
tism, sacrament, preaching, and your neighbour; these are more messy mass of branches, leaves, thorns, and sweet and sour 
important to you than all the saints in heaven. — Martin Luther fruit. At least that’s the Way it’s supposed to be. > 


hen Jesus talks about a vineyard, what do we 
see? Acres of neatly tended vines in the Okana- 
gan? Compact and tidy plantings in the Annap- THIS IS A PAINTING IN A SERIES CALLED “FOR THE BIRDS” BY JENNIFER 
olis Valley? Jesus knew tiny and densely planted vineyards, BERKENBOSCH OF EDMONTON. OF THESE PAINTINGS SHE WRITES: “THEY 
bounded by high stone walls. Vines growing low, spreading ARE REQUESTS TO NOTICE, TO LOVE, TO HOLD SACRED THE WORLD WE 
LOVE.” SHE REFERS TO THE PAINTINGS AS “PRAYERS ... FOR A BETTER 
out, tangled. 


: WORLD.’ SHE CAN BE REACHED AT: JENNIFERBERKENBOSCH.COM 
Could anyone walk into a vineyard and not be crowded, 
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Without him, we can do nothing. Without each other, we are nothing. 
Without us, he can do precious little. Since the word became flesh, his 
hands have been human hands, his voice has been in human voices 


Luther was talking to people who 
made regular trips to holy places to 
feed their faith. Imagine him, at table 
with some students, his beloved pot of 
Wittenburg beer in hand. “Here I sit. I 
need go no further. Here God will feed 
my faith!” Trips up the mountain are 
great, but we live most of the time on 
the flats. We travel more often into 
the valley. 

We long for a perfect church, a 
clean and orderly vineyard. Noth- 


ing to trip us up or tie us down. Yet 
what we need most in this world is 
grounding, roots. A place where we 
can be and belong. This is it, folks! 
Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are 
the branches. Those who abide in me 
and I in them bear much fruit.” Cut 
off from him—no life, no fruit. With- 
out him, we can do nothing. Without 
each other, we are nothing. Without 
us, he can do precious little. Since the 
word became flesh, his hands have 
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been human hands, his voice has 
been in human voices. 

We're called, together, for a pur- 
pose. The entanglements of congrega- 
tional life may slow things down. But 
God will do what God means to do. 
We bring our needs, our concerns, Our 
fears, and our doubts into the congre- 
gation. Add them to the tangled mess 
of the vineyard. God provides every- 
thing we need to answer what trou- 
bles us. Gives us neighbours to join us 
in our search for answers. 

We know how hard it is to main- 
tain any kind of faith alone. We stop 
bearing fruit. We make no difference 
in the world. We wither and die, like 
branches cut off from the vine. We 
know Jesus means for us to be togeth- 
er. It can’t be “you in your small cor- 
ner and I in mine!” If it is, we’ll both 
end up in darkness! 

God is here. Don’t look straight 
up to find God. Don’t look inside, 
and stay there, waiting for God. First, 
look down. See where your feet are 
planted right now. Where God has 
planted you. Because where you are, 
God is. Look, and see there are other 
feet, other people around you. Look 
around. See who God has brought 
together today. Because where we are 
together, God is. 

Beloved, let us love one another. 
For God has brought us together, 
given us to one another as congrega- 
tion, for a purpose. “Beloved, since 
God loved us so much, we also ought 
to love one another ... If we love one 
another, God lives in us, and God’s 
love is perfected in us.” That is, God’s 
love does what God means it to do in 
the world, through us. Together. Praise 
God for making us congregation. Let’s 
work together to be God’s people in 
this world. @ 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe lives in Halifax. 
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Matchmaker, 
Matchmaker 


A marriage proposal, of sorts. 


BY PHIL CALLAWAY 
ILLUSTRATION BY JONNY MENDELSSON 


hen our children were 

young, my wife and I began 

watching and praying for 
suitable mates for them. We even took 
to carrying pictures of our two sons 
and daughter in my wallet, primarily 
to barter with other parents. Many 
were eager to participate in dowry 
negotiations. I once haggled with a 
couple in Oregon who were willing 
to sign papers betrothing their two 
daughters and son to ours, but when 
they asked for my house, the talks 
broke down. (Don’t worry, Jim and 
Jean, | won’t mention your names.) 

I say we start an organization called 
Arranged Marriages Work Awesome 
Eh? (AMWAE). Our slogan will be 
“Save money! Your honeymoon can 
double as your first date!” 

Here are a few of our credos: 

The current match-making model 
is broke. Let’s tinker with it. 

You think we don’t know and love 
you? We changed your diapers. 

Why should marriage be based 
solely on love and respect when we 
can get some cattle in the deal? 

My son thinks tacos are a food 
group. How could he possibly choose 
a wife? 

When our children begin paying 
rent, we will begin listening to their 
Opinions. 

You'll always have a story to tell at 
family reunions. 

I nominate David Weinlick as 
president. While a senior in college, 


David joked to friends that he would 
be married June 13, 1998. He had a 
tux and a ring. The only thing missing 
was a fiancée. So one week before the 
big day, he and his buddies launched 
“The Campaign to Elect Mrs. David 


Weinlick,” attracting worldwide 


CALLAWAY 


attention and 28 would-be brides to 
the Mall of America in Minnesota 
where friends and family overwhelm- 
ingly selected Elizabeth Runze on the 
second ballot. 

The couple’s first kiss was at the 
altar. > 
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Today they have three children 
and a 10-year marriage. “I guess 
I’m curious as to why people are so 
shocked that it lasted,” Elizabeth 
says. Though they went into marriage 
knowing very little 
about each other, David 
feels romantic love is a 
tad overrated. “Marriage 
really ought to be more 
about committing to 
being together than it 
is about how you feel 
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“Marriage really ought to be more about 
committing to being together than it is 
about how you feel at a given moment, 
we really work to make life enjoyable” 


think you’d make a great wife for our 
son. Have your parents call us.” 
Allow me to get serious for about 
a paragraph. The arranged marriages 
I’ve witnessed have turned out pretty 


church members and friends—some 
of whom would have punched my 
lights out if I ditched or failed to 
cherish and honour the girl I’ve been 
learning to love these 26 years. 

I’m so excited about 
this that I’m starting 
to believe in arranged 
weddings too. Think of 
the money we'll save. I 
will arrange my daugh- 
ter’s wedding, complete 
with potluck. A-E bring 
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at a given moment,” 
he says. “We really work to make life 
enjoyable.” 

I don’t mean to freak my chil- 
dren out either, but I think we’re 
on to something here. I won’t force 
them into anything, but I am sold on 
Arranged Introductions. And drop- 
ping subtle hints. And inviting certain 
families over. And taking out ads in 
the newspaper: “Jenny Sanderson. We 


well, partly because they were formed 
and continue to form in community. A 
friend from Angola told me that upon 
marriage couples there are assigned 
“Padrinhos,” a mentoring couple who 
will be in their lives for as long as the 
four shall live. I know for a fact that 
my own marriage would have been a 
disaster without such people, without 
the watchful love and care of fellow 


salad. F-M bring wedding 
cake. She winces when I tell her this, 
but she will get used to it. By the way, 
she’s getting married June 13th at the 
Mall of America. Please mail all appli- 
cations to our address here in Tuktuy- 
aaqtuuq where my children have 
locked me in a little cabin. 


Visit laughagain.org for updates and 
photos on this story. 
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ouple is reading the latest financial 
d they are still smiling... Why? 


Because they can count on guaranteed annual income, 
mostly tax-free, for the rest of their lives AND they 
will be leaving a substantial legacy to support vitally 
needed ministries in The Presbyterian Chureh i in 


Canada after they die. 


Sound too good to be true? Then you haven! t heard 
about GIFT ANNUITIES. Call the Planned Giving 
Office today to learn more about gift annuities and 
to receive a free gift annuity quote. 


Bape Gift Annuity Quotes: 


A married couple (both 70 years old), acquiring a $20,000 joint gift 


annuity, would receive an immediate donation receipt of $4,000 and an 
annuity rate of 5.14% with annual payments of $1,027 (84% tax-free). 
A 75 year old man, acquiring a $20,000 single life gift annuity, would 


receive an immediate donation receipt of $6,468 and an annuity rate of 
6.65% with annual payments of $1,330 (100% tax-free). 


(The above figures are for illustrative purposes only. Annuity rates are subject to change.) 


Planned Giving Office, The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
1-800-619-7301, plannedgiving@presbyterian.ca 


Planting seeds of hope. For generations to come. 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


RENEWAL 


Popping the 
Question 


Have you turned your life over to Jesus? BY CALVIN BROWN 


iving Faith declares the mission of the Presbyterian 

Church is to recognize and act on the truth: “As God 

sent Christ to us, so Christ sends us into the world. 
We are here to proclaim Christ in word and deed.” It goes 
on to say that mission is evangelism, the offer of salvation 
to all people in the power of the Holy Spirit, to be received 
through faith in Christ. 

The question we all need to ask as Presbyterians is: How 
are we doing? According to the statistics printed in the Acts 
and Proceedings of the General Assembly, every year there 
are fewer people being baptised and fewer new members. 
These are the signs of people making a faith commitment. 
The stats can be interpreted to mean that we are doing a 
poor job of fulfilling our mission of getting the word out. I 
know there are those, even amongst ministers, who in spite 
of what the Bible and our confessions teach, feel that people 


don’t need to actually confess their need for salvation in 
Christ. They think that Jesus will save everyone. 

It is a nice thought but it really isn’t true if the Bible and 
confessions are to be believed. So assuming that we believe 
what we say, what should we be doing to live in integrity? 
First we need to remember that we can’t save anyone by our 
own efforts. Saving people is the work of the Holy Spirit. 
We need to be open to the work of the Holy Spirit in and 
through us. We are told not to quench the Holy Spirit but to 
fan the flames. That comes through prayer, as John Calvin 
emphasizes. We need each day to seek the Holy Spirit 
on who we are to pray for. We then go through the day 
looking for opportunities the Holy Spirit gives us to share 
the gospel—the good news that Jesus loves us and has a 
wonderful plan for our lives, not only in the good times but 
even in the midst of trials. > 
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We don’t need to force the conver- 
sations, we only need to know what we 
truly believe and be caring enough to 
share when we see someone in need. 
It is up to the Holy Spirit to change 
hearts, we are only responsible to tell 
the truth that sets free. 
One of the most impor- 
tant things we need to 
be conscious of is to look 
for the time to “pop the 
question.” Jesus said that 
we have not because 
we ask not. We need 
to instruct people that 
when the Holy Spirit is 
moving in their hearts and minds to 
believe in Jesus as their Saviour and 
Lord they need to invite him into their 
lives. They will probably not know that 
if you don’t let the Holy Spirit work in 
you to pop the question. It may take 
several forms like: Would you like to 
ask Jesus into your heart? Or, would 


you like to have the confidence that 
Jesus cares for you and will help you 
in all your concerns? Then simply say 
a prayer asking Jesus to take control of 
your life. 

My experience is that even among 
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We need to instruct people that when 
the Holy Spirit is moving in their hearts 
and minds to believe in Jesus as their 
Saviour and Lord they need to invite 


him into their lives 


Presbyterians who know you have to 
acknowledge Jesus as Lord there is a hesi- 
tancy to pop the question. We sometimes 
assume everyone knows how to become 
a Christian and most already are anyway. 
That is an increasingly false presump- 
tion. Many have no idea how to do it 
or that it needs to be done. I sometimes 


think that even those who have been 
in our midst for a while and are quite 
eager to follow Jesus have never been 
proposed to. They’ve never had anyone 
pop the question and so Sunday after 
Sunday they come but never really are 
sure where they stand in 
the faith or in the church. 
Let me urge you then to 
take up the call to fulfill 
our mission by “popping 
the question” to those the 
Spirit gives us opportunity 
to witness to. Let their joy 
be complete. Lest I fail to 
practice what I teach let 
me ask you reader : Have you turned 
your life over to the Lordship of Jesus? 
Have you cast all your burdens on him 
because you know he cares for you? # 


Rev. Calvin Brown is executive director of 
the Renewal Fellowship within the PCC. 
cbbrown@rogers.com 


KNOX 


COLLEGE 


165'" Convocation Wednesday, May 43° 2009 


JOIN US AT CONVOCATION HALL 


UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
FBO. IM: 


ADDRESS By: 
DR. E. LOUISE WILLIAMS 


KNOX COLLEGE, 9:30 A.M.- 12:30 P.M. 


“ON BENDED KNEES AND ON TIPTOES” 


DOCTOR OF DIVINITY (HONORIS CAUSA) 


TO BE CONFERRED ON: 


To REGISTER & FOR MORE INFO: 
$35 By APRIL 25'H, $45 AFTER 


A PRE-CONVOCATION WORKSHOP: 
“A SPIRITUALITY OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE” 
Dr. E. LOUISE WILLIAMS 


ONLINE: WWW.UTORONTO.CA/KNOX 
TEL: 416.946.8536 
EMAIL: KNOX.EWART@UTORONTO.CA 


Ms. MARGARET HENDERSON & 
THE REV. DAVID KETTLE 


PRINCIPAL’S REUNION YEAR DINNER: TUESDAY, MAY 1 27H 
FOR KNOX/EWART GRADS OF 1969, 1959, 1949 AND PRIOR 


KEGA GRAD LUNCHEON: WEDNESDAY, MAY 137 
FOR KNOX/EWART GRADS OF 1999, 1984, 1969, 1959, 1949 AND PRIOR 


M5S 2E6 
Email: knox.college@utoronto-ca 


59 St. George Street + Toronto,ON. + 


www.utoronto.ca/knox + Tel: 416.978.4500 + 
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Calling Could-be 
Theologians 


The best of biblical commentary series. BY BRADLEY CHILDS 


‘Tien are more than 100 ma- 
jor biblical commentary series, 
some of which are far better 
than others. Below, I have compiled a 
list of my favourites along with some 
brief evaluations for any of you out 


there thinking about delving a little 
deeper into your Bibles. 


ANCHOR BIBLE 

Around since the mid-fifties, the series 
is ecumenical in nature and in many 
cases contains some very interesting 
comparison charts and archeologi- 
cal illustrations, as well as wonderful 


_ word studies and vast biblical referenc- 
_ ing. Many volumes contain solid liter- 


ary criticism and up-to-date historical 
data. All designed in so readers need 
not be specialists in order to make use 
of them. 


WORD BIBLICAL 

With a chain of 59 published books in 
the set, this series is somewhat theo- 
logically diverse, but with solid schol- 
arship, great linguistic and textual 
scrutiny, is form/redaction critical, 
contains lengthy bibliographic data, 


and is highly organized. Each section 


begins with a fresh translation, con- 
tains a form/structure/setting section, 
and is followed by verse-by-verse 
analysis and finally by comments and 
explanation sections meant to bring 
each segment out of the past and into 
the present without forcing a specific 
application down your throat. 


NEW INTERNATIONAL COMMENTARY 
ON THE OLD and NEW TESTAMENT 
This is similar in many ways to the 
World Biblical series. Both contain excel- 
lent footnote details for more scholarly 
work while managing not to disrupt the 
readability because the information has 
been kept out of the main text. Both 
have good bibliographic data, histori- 
cal/theological information, textual- 
critical/redaction-critical insights and 
applicable cultural notes. 


NIV LIFE APPLICATION BIBLE 

This series represents a good middle 
ground. Based on the New Interna- 
tional Version’s Bible translation, 
these books are theologically conser- 
vative and easy to use. Less technical 
than anything discussed thus far, they 
are meant for laity as well as ministers. 
The authors do a good job of keeping 
contemporary life in view and seek to 
make solid connections between each 
text and today’s world. The exegetical 
work is well done though straightfor- 
ward and reads in some ways akin to 
an Amplified Bible. 


INTERPRETATION 

This is a commentary series that has 
found its way into the libraries of 
almost every minister in North Amer- 
ica. The books are short and sweet and 
easy to find second-hand for just pen- 
nies on the dollar. I personally have 
three of these commentaries that I’ve 
somehow collected over the years and 
have used from time to time. They 


give uncomplicated, succinct inter- 
pretations of the scripture passages 
and even hint towards applicability. 
They are meant for church leaders 
and ministers and can often aid in 
Bible study or sermon preparation. 


PILLAR 

The Pillar New Testament Commen- 
tary series is a force to be reckoned 
with. The introductions are well done 
and the original language work is 
largely restricted to the annotations, 
making it easy to read without get- 
ting sucked into discussions of Greek 
syntax. Though these commentaries 
are quite scholarly, they also keep in 
mind theological practicality for the 
reader. These books are academic yet 
explicable, complete with insightful 
and sound theological work. They are 
modern, up-to-date commentaries > 
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that take recent and advanced scholar- 
ship into consideration. 


TYNDALE 

The Tyndale series is a large and still 
growing set of commentaries; many of 
the older editions are being updated 
or replaced with new ones. Like the 
Interpretation commentaries, they 
are inexpensive and can usually be 
picked up used. Although they do run 
the gambit a bit, I believe that most 
are decent works for young students 
and excellent works for lay people 
wishing to dig a little deeper into a 
given text. There are a few gems, like 
N. T. Wright’s book on Colossians and 
Philemon. 


NEW AMERICAN 

This is a modern evangelical commen- 
tary set that shows “conservative” and 
“intellectual” can go hand in hand. 
That is not to say that this series is 
meant solely for biblical scholars. In 
fact, these commentaries lend them- 
selves well to ministers and laity alike. 
Work with original languages is kept in 
notations away from the main text for 
readability. 


HERMENEIA 

Hermeneia is perhaps the most schol- 
arly commentary series available in 
English today. The series is ecumenical 
in nature and represents the most pro- 
gressive slant of all the commentaries 
on this list. It is written with serious stu- 


PROTECTIVE 
GLAZING 


SINCE 1979 


97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. London, Ont, N6J 2K2 
Toll Free 877-575-2321 
www.sunrisestainedglass.com 

ee 


40 Presbyterian Record 


dents and scholars in mind and knowl- 
edge of original languages (though not 
absolutely necessary) would provide the 
reader with additional discernment. Dif- 
ficult issues of interpretation are dealt 
with at length, as well as textual, critical 
and historical concerns. Still, the series 
is not indecipherable; in fact it is quite 
easy to peruse. For the most part this is 
due to methodical organization. 


JPS TORAH 

The Jewish Publication Society’s JPS 
Bible Commentary series represents 
perhaps the most interesting set of 
commentaries on this list. Based on 
the oldest complete manuscript of 
the Torah (the Codex B19a or Len- 
ingrad Codex), these commentaries 
include line-by-line analysis, taking 
into account social, textual/histori- 
cal issues. As you may have guessed, 
these works contain a large amount 
of Hebrew. They even open from left 
to right, but this is more novelty than 
anything, and intimate knowledge 
of Hebrew is not required. If you are 
interested in gleaning a different per- 
spective, then pick up the work which 
scholar Jeffrey H. Tigay did on Deuter- 
onomy. 


JOHN CALVIN’S 

John Calvin’s Commentaries are cer- 
tainly not up-to-date and clearly do 
not take into account recent advance- 
ments in biblical scholarship. Yet they 
remain, after all these years, one of the 


best commentaries. The biggest down- 
fall in regard to this series is that John 
Calvin did not complete a work on 
each book of the Bible. Many books 
from the Old Testament were never 
started, 2 and 3 John and also Rev- 
elation are missing. The series can be 
found online. 


www.biblestudyguide.org/comment/ | 


calvin/comm_ index.htm 


Other free online commentaries 

include: 

+ Matthew Henry: bible.crosswalk.com/ 
Commentaries/MatthewHenryComplete/ 

* John Wesley: bible.crosswalk.com/Com- 
mentaries/WesleysExplanatoryNotes/. 


The IVP New Testament Commen- 
taries—in my opinion these are 
best commentaries available online, 
despite the fact it wears its conserva- 
tive bias openly www.biblegateway. 
com/resources/commentaries/ 


Rev. Bradley Childs is pastoral associate at 
Dayspring, Edmonton—www.dayspring- 


church.ca. This is the second of a series of — 


articles on online resources. 
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THIS ARTICLE IS HEAVILY EXCERPTED FOR THE 
MAGAZINE. THE ORIGINAL CAN BE FOUND ON 
OUR WEBSITE, AND INCLUDES SUGGESTIONS 
FOR SOME OF THE BEST SINGLE 

VOLUMES FROM EACH SERIES. 
www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


CANAL CRUISES 
RIDEAU CANAL 
TRENT SEVERN WATERWAY 
Cruise Ontario's magnificent heritage 
canals along 355 miles of scenic lakes, 
rivers and locks in the comfort of the 
45 passenger Kawartha Voyageur 
riverboat with dining room, lounge, and 
twin lower berth cabins with private 
“ie facilities. 5 day voyages. 
ak. WWW.ontariowaterwaycruises.com 
1-800-561-5767 
. A FREE BROCHURE 
"© / Would your friends like to come? 


BP MEDEE 


Robert McCausland 
Limited 
Artists & Craftsmen 


of Stained Glass since 1856 


30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


To place an ad call Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 
Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


ATTENTION MINISTERS 
List your church's information and summer hours 
in the“Summer Directory” appearing in 
June & July/Aug issues. Contact Carel McCormick: 

905-833-6200 x 25; cmccormick@canadads.com 


CHURCH CUSHIONS 


Fine quality pew or kneeling cushions. 
On your next seating project, contact 
Waggoners, the cushion specialists! 


TOLL FREE 1-800-396-7555 


Waggoners, Inc 


Www.pewcushions.com 
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ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN 
IN STAINED GLASS 
(905) 669-4244 
UNIT #6, 8481 KEELE STREET 
CONCORD, ONTARIO L4K 127 


Ecclesiastical 
Refinishing 
Group Ltd 


Sanctuary Restoration 
Plaster Restoration 
Design Services 
Custom Painting 


P.O. Box 1502 
Kingston, Ont, Canada K7L 5C7 
Tel: 613-549-9250 
Fax: 613-549-3364 
www.ecclesiasticalgroup.com 


EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


e custom designed memorial windows 
e traditional - contemporary 
° releading & restoration ¢ storm glazing 
e custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 


471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4 
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226 
ESTABLISHED @AdWwardsglassco@on.aibn.com 
1920. ~www.edwardsglass.net 


SC Ed Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 


THE 
ARTHRITIS 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 
Tel: 416-977-4408 x204 Fax: 416-977-3856 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


Tel. (416) 503-1288 


CROWWNEX Robemakers and Tailors | 
* Genuine tailor made ¢ Satisfaction guaranteed « Affordable for | 
Clergy Preaching Choir Vestments Academic 


CROWNEX Lid., 1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 1$3 
Fax, (416) 503-8788 E-mail: info@crownex.com 


WWW. CTOWNRER.COM 


New Horizons 
TOWER 
Toronto Bed and Breakfast serving matu- 
re adults for 30 years. See the latest show, 
ROM, AGO,TSO and much more! Close to 
downtown, hospitals, 24 hour security... 
steps to subway or bus, beautifully ap- 
pointed single and double rooms, parking 
included...VISA, reasonable rates-Reserve 
today. Ask about our Boutique Hostel... 
Felisa (416) 536-6111 
www.newhorizonstower.com 


Summer Ecumenical Institute 


June 2-5, 2009 


Queen’s House of Retreats, Saskatoon 


Speaker: Fr. Tom Ryan, 
Paulist Community, Washington, DC 


Worship: Cheryl & Bruce Harding, 
United Church musicians 


Registration: $425/live-in; $260/commuter 


Tel: 306-653-1633 
Email: pce@ecumenism.net 
www.ecumenism.net 


Walk in the footsteps of Patrick 
and Brigit in Ireland 
Follow Columba from Donegal to 
Derry, from Kilmartin to Iona 


Celtic Pilgrimage 


September 2009 


Small group — From 17 to 23 days 
Flexible plans to meet your interests 


Island Pilgrims 
405—1115 Rockland Ave, Victoria, BC V8V 3H8 
250-414-0308 250-415-9272 
Email: istandpilgrim@canadac.com 
www.canadac.com/celtic/celticv.html 
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FROM THE 
MODERATOR 


Spring is Here 


So is the recession. BY REV. CHEOL SOON PARK 


or those of you who live in 
Pine: climes, the news of spring 

may not be so special. But for 
most of us real Canadians, it is glad 
tidings as good as the safe delivery of a 
newborn child. You suddenly feel the 
energy to clean the mess left in the 
middle of your garden conveniently 
covered by snow. You continue plan- 
ning the gardening, cleaning up inside 
and outside the house, changing a few 
appliances, repairing leaky taps and 
pipes, and maybe putting a new floor 
(oh, but, you have to wait till there 
is new paint on the walls). As the list 
gets longer, your house gets more life 
in it. Why not a new kitchen and new 
bathrooms? Maybe you should reno- 
vate the whole house. Oh well, you 
should move to another house this 
year. You have waited long enough 
and you deserve it. So you grab the 
newspaper. Alas! Headlines remind 
you of what you have forgotten. We 
are in the midst of the worst recession 
in decades. 

Everyday, we hear more bad news— 
job losses, increasing bankruptcies, 
slow merchandise sales, and gloomy 
economic forecasts. Many _ banks 
around the world are closed due to 
asset mismanagement. Seemingly 
formidable global corporations are 
critically ill and about to collapse. 
Yes, indeed, it is a global recession in 
which everybody suffers. 

And we haven’t yet seen the 
bottom. As we are trying to live through 
this time of uncertainty and financial 
difficulty, we look for some explana- 
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tions: “How did it happen so fast and 
furiously?” It started with greed. Every- 
body wanted to have more and they 
all jumped on the bandwagon. They 
ignored speed limits, stop signs and all 
traffic lights to get to the target faster 
than others. Of course, they didn’t tell 
the public about it. The public was 
just happy to see high returns on their 
anual reports. 

Arrogance and negligence contri- 
buted greatly to the current situation. 
There were many poignant warnings 
and loud whistles over the past few 
years but no one wanted to pay any 
attention to them. They were so sure 
they could manage any challenge. 
They believed that the public would 
be too ignorant to realize the implica- 
tions of the situation. The sad part is 
that honest and hard working people 
suffer the most in this situation. Now 
everyone feels the pinch. It is the 
reality. Churches around the country 
are being affected by the situation as 
well. Some churches have experienced 
a sharp drop in their offerings. 

As we go through this depres- 
sing reality, we should remember 
two things. First, this is not the end 
but only a part of the process. We 
shouldn’t be pessimistic about the 
situation. It will take some time yet. 
So we move on. Second, let us not 
become the victims of this recession. 
People ask, “If it is true that money 
cannot buy us happiness, why are 
we so unhappy about this situation?” 
We have to admit that we are easily 
affected by our daily bread. We are 


only creatures, not the Creator. Yet we 
shouldn’t allow this unpleasant situa- 
tion to rule our lives. 


Individuals and _ families will 
experience more disputes in times 
of economic crisis. Yet don’t let the 
recession creep into your family room. 
Don’t bring it into your relationships. 
Don’t let this crisis control your spiri- 
tual life. Don’t let this situation make 
your life a recession. Because you will 
be here long after the recession is over 
and you are more precious to God 
than anything else in the world. 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again 
I will say, Rejoice. Let all people know 
your forbearance. The Lord is near. 
Have no anxiety about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of 
God, which passes all understanding, 
will keep your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:4-7) 
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Rev. Cheol Soon Park 
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Does your new minister read the Record? Find out! 


Place your employment ad in our next issue and find the perfect candidate fast. 


Contact Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


Grace Church Presbyterian 


Our church is looking for a Senior Pastor, to provide Bible-rooted preaching complemented with 
visionary and inspired guidance for our congregation, our active lay leadership and our staff. 


Situated at the eastern edge of Toronto, Grace is a welcoming inclusive body of believers at different 
stages of their continuing walk with Christ. Our traditional and contemporary services reflect the 
church’s and our community's diversity in age, culture, ethnicity and familial groups. 


With a passion for God and for people, we are discipling, serving and growing together in Christ. We 
would like our new minister to continue to build that momentum with us. 


Contact Andrew Allison, Interim Moderator (905) 852-5921 x225, or andrew@saintpauls.ca 


| TEACHING MINISTRY SPH 
| OPPORTUNITY IN INDONESIA © “2.c2") 
_ OUR MISSION: Servant leaders with a Biblical Christian Worldview 


OUR RELATIONAL CONTEXT: A second home for your children 


SEKOLAH PELITA HARAPAN has vacancies for the following pos 


1. Chemistry Teacher (Grade 11 - 12) 

2. Biology Teacher (Grade 11 - 12) 

3. Humanities Teacher (Grade 11 - 12) 

4. History / Geography Teacher (Grade 11 - 12) 
5 

6 


aS SCI Te rem oT ear 
E 


. General Science (Grade 7 - 10) 
. Head of School 


| Medium of instruction : English 

For Application Information and to download application questionnaire from our website: 
| +>Open www.sph.edu under Jobs 

| +>Please answer all questions, complete requirements in detail and send the application package 

| not later than 22 May 2009 by email to: cox.brian@sph.ac.id 
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Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Miramichi, N.B., Ferguson Grace and St. James 
pastoral charge; Interim Moderator Rev. Derek 
Krunys, 206 Wellington St., Miramichi, NB E1N 
1M7; 506-773-5130; dkrunys@hotmail.com. 

Pictou, N.S., St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Jeanette Fleischer, PO Box 142, River John, NS 
BOK 1NO; 902-351-2219 (s) or 902-351-2473 
(h); jen.fleisch@ns.sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND EASTERN ONTARIO 

Huntingdon, Que., St.Andrew’s and Athelstan; 
Full-time minister for two-point charge; Inte- 
rim Moderator Rev. lan Fraser, 11 Rodney Ave., 
Pointe-Claire, QC HOR 4L8;ian@stcolumba.ca. 

Ottawa, Gloucester; Full-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Adrian Auret, PO Box 
609, Manotick, ON K4M 1A6; 613-692-4228; 
adrian.auret@rogers.com. 

Quebec City, St. Andrew's; Full-time minister 
effective April 2009; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Giancarlo Fantechi, 106-97 Oxford Cres., 
Sherbrooke, QC J1M 2G3; 819-566-5962; 
gfantechi@sympatico.ca. 

Stittsville, Ont., St. Andrew’s; Full-time single- 
point charge; Interim Moderator Rev. Ruth 
Houtby, 174 First Ave., Ottawa, ON K1S 2G4; 
613-235-0910; rhoutby@rogers.com. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 

ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Barrie, Essa Road; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Heather Malnick, c/o Living Faith Community 
Presbyterian Church, 206 Murphy Rad., 
Baxter, ON LOM 1B1; 705-424-0779; 
livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Bermuda, St. Andrew’s; Full-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Bryn MacPhail, 
c/o St. Giles Kingsway Presbyterian Church, 
15 Lambeth Rd., Toronto, ON M9A 2Y6; 
416-233-8591; bryn31@rogers.com. 

Cambridge, St. Andrew's Galt; Minister of Word 
and Sacrament, Full-time; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Bill Bynum, c/o St. Andrew's Galt Presb- 
yterian Church, 130 Victoria Ave., Cambridge, 
ON N1S 1Y2;knoxpreston@golden.net. 

East Oro, Esson, Jarratt, Willis, Orillia, Uptergro- 
ve; Full-time minister for three charges in 
Presbytery of Barrie; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Tim Raeburn-Gibson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 200 Maple St., Collingwood, ON 
LOY 2R2; 705-445-4651; trg@georgian.net. 


Erin, Burns, Ospringe, Knox; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Sean Howard, PO Box 433, Campbellville, 
ON LOP 1B0; 905-854-5145; 
sean@nassagaweya.com. 

Etobicoke, Mimico; Full-time ministry; Interim 
Moderator Rev. George Anderson, c/o St. 
Andrew’s Islington Presbyterian Church, 3819 
Bloor St.W., Etobicoke, ON M9B 1K7;416-233- 
9800; george@standrewsislington.org. 

Grand Valley, shared ministry of Knox Presbyte- 
rian and Trinity United; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Harvey Self, PO Box 276, Orangeville, 

ON LOW 227;519-941-1334; 
tweedsmuirpresbyterian@bellnet.ca. 

Guelph, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Angus 
Sutherland, 75 Grand Ave. N., Cambridge, ON 
N1S 2L1; ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com. 

North Bay, Calvin; Interim Moderator Rev. Les 
Drayer, c/o Calvin Presbyterian Church, 

401 First Ave.W., North Bay,ON P1B 3C5; 
705-495-4660; lesdrayer@cogeco.ca; 
www.calvinpresbyterianchurch.ca. 

Orillia, St. Andrew’s Orillia; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Rick Horst, 47 Owen St., Barrie, ON 
L4M 3G9; rick@standrewsbarrie.ca. 

Oro, Trinity Community; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Keith Boyer, 294 St.Vincent St., Barrie, ON 
L4M 4A1;keb-cvb@sympatico.ca. 

Peterborough, St. Stephen’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald, c/o Knox College, 
59 St. George St., Toronto, ON Mé6S 2E6; 
s.macdonald@utoronto.ca. 

Roslin and Tweed, St. Andrew's and St. Andrew's; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Craig Cribar, 27 
Beverley Cres., Belleville, ON K8P 4W8; 
613-967-0147; cmcribar@sympatico.ca. 

Schomberg, Emmanuel; Half-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jeremy Lowther; 
905-857-2419; jlowther1845@rogers.com. 

Toronto, Celebration North; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Walter Hearn, 38 Ellerslie Ave., Toronto, 
ON M2N 1X8; 416-221-8373; 
walter.hearn@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Atwood, Atwood; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Cathrine Campbell, PO Box 477, 
Brussels, ON NOG 1HO0; 519-887-9831; 
cecampbell@wightman.ca. 

Brantford, Knox and Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Pleasant; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Donald Young, 
11 White Oaks Ave., Brantford, ON N3R 5N8; 
greenbrier@rogers.com. 

Crinan, Duff Largie and Argyle; Half-time mini- 
ster for two charges; Interim Moderators Rev. 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
All notices of pulpit vacancies will be charged to 
the congregation: $40 minimum for one-time 
insertion or $25 per insertion for four or more. 
This charge applies to all congregations. 

Contact the Record office regarding items for 

this column. 


Amanda Birchall and Rev. Deb Dolbear-Van- 
Bilsen, c/o Glencoe Presbyterian Church, 177 
Main St., PO Box 659, Glencoe,ON NOL 1MO; 
519-287-2743; revdeb17@sympatico.ca. 

Dromore, Amos; Holstein, Knox; Normanby, 
Knox; three-point charge; Interim Moderator 
Jeremy Sanderson, PO Box 1632, 

Walkerton, ON NOG 2V0; 519-881-4222; 
knoxchurch@brucetelecom.com. 

Duart; Part-time; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Andrew Song, 551 Victoria Ave., PO Box 761; 
519-683-2442; andrewapack@gmail.com. 

Fort Erie, St. Andrew’s-Knox; Search Committee 
Chair David Randall, 495 Niagara Blvd., 

Fort Erie, ON L2A 3H2; 1-888-665-6681; 
drandall@cogeco.ca. 

Hamilton, St. Paul's; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Tom Billard, 1901 8th Concession West, RR 1, 
Cambridge, ON N1R 582; 519-621-3023; 
tcbillard@rogers.com. 

Hanover, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Jim Johnson, PO Box 256, Durham,ON NOG 
1RO; 519-369-2181; revjimj@gmail.com. 

Kilmartin, Burns Mosa; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Kathy Fraser, c/o North Caradoc-St. Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church, 8503 Scotchmere 
Dr., Strathroy, ON N7G 3H3; 519-245-8769; 
kfraser001@sympatico.ca. 

Listowel, Knox; Senior Minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. James K. Stewart, 

PO Box 655, Milverton, ON NOK 1MO; 
519-595-8953; jamesk@cyg.net. 

Mitchell, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Glenn 
Kukkola, PO Box 129, Shakespeare, ON 
NOB 2P0; 519-625-8317; Church1@cyg.net. 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, St. Andrew's; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Martin Wehrmann, c/o 515 
Scott St., St. Catharines, ON L2M 3X3; 905- 
646-0616; maw49@hotmail.com; 
www.standrewsniagara.com/26122.hm. 

Petrolia, St. Andrew's and Dawn, Knox; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Barry Van Dusen, c/o St. Giles 
Presbyterian Church, 770 Lakeshore Rd., 
Sarnia,ON N7T 275;519-542-2253; 
st.giles@ebtech.net. > 
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@ Thinking about Ministry 
“and leadershio? 


If you are thinking about ministry and leadership as a 
possibility for your life and wondering about where to 
study, we invite you to... 


-——— 


Think: Montreal - one of Canada’s most vibrant cities — 
an urban postmodern setting with a rich blend of languages, cultures, 
creeds, and aspirations. 


Think: Integrated Program = rigorous academic 
theology combined with deep spiritual formation, relevant practical 
training, and exposure to the global church. 


Think: Top-Notch Faculty = combining the resources 
of the McGill Faculty of Religious Studies, The Montreal School of Theology, 
and the Presbyterian College Faculty under the leadership of the Rev. 
Dr.John Vissers. 


Think: In Ministry Year — an in-depth intensive 
integrated field education experience to learn the reality of ministry. 


Think: Mission -2 college committed to“Shaping 
Pee Church Leaders” in the Reformed tradition. 


Think: Christian Community = offering small classes, 
intimate and friendly surroundings and support systems that include 
affordable fees and generous bursary assistance. 


| Think: 
The Presbyterian College, Montreal 


up 


Act: Check us out at www.presbyteriancollege.ca 


then contact us: 

The Presbyterian College 
3495 University St., Montreal, 
QC H3A 2A8 
tel: 514-288-5256 
info@presbyteriancollege.ca 
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Wallaceburg, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Mike Maroney, c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
60 Fifth St., Chatham, ON N7M 4V7; 
519-352-2313; maroney@firstchatham.org. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Flin Flon, Man., St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3K 0L1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mts.net. 

Portage la Prairie, Man., First; Interim Moderator 
Rev. David Wilson, 22 Linden Blvd., Brandon, 
MB R7B 1B9; dwilsguy@mts.net. 

Thunder Bay, Ont., First; Interim Moderator 
Bert Vancook, 207 S. Brodie St., Thunder Bay, 
ON P7E 1C1;presby1@tbaytel.net. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE NORTHWEST 

Calgary, Alta., Centennial; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Helen Smith, 6 Rocky Vista Terrace 
NW, Calgary, AB T3G 5G5; 403-592-1661; 
hsmith1106@gmail.com. 

Sherwood Park, Alta., Sherwood Park; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Heinrich Grosskopf, 
c/o Dayspring Presbyterian Church, 11445 
40 Ave. NW, Edmonton, AB T6J OR4; 
780-293-0618; dpcrev@telus.net. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 

Victoria, St. Andrew’s; Full-time assistant mini- 
ster, three-year call; Convener Search Commit- 
tee Colina Titus, c/o St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
Church, 680 Courtenay St., Victoria, BC V8W 
1C1; 250-384-5734; colina.titus@gmail.com. 


Obituaries 


ALLARD, LLOYD R., Elder and elder emeritus 
of Westminster, Sault Ste. Marie, Ont., 
passed away January 12, 2009, at the age 
of 90 years. 


ANDERSON, REV. DOUGLAS, was born in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, on July 22, 1920. 
In 1926, Doug, his parents Walter and 
Margaret, and his four siblings immi- 
grated to Niagara Falls, Ont. After 
studying at the University of Toronto, 
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he began his ministry with a service in 
Melita, Man. It was there that he met his 
wife of 62 years, Marie Banks. 

Doug led the congregations of 
Knox, Neepawa, Man. (1947-1958), St. 
Andrew’s, Perth, Ont. (1958-1963), First 
Church, Verdun, Que. (1963-1974), and 
finally Cooke’s, Chilliwack, B.C., from 
1973 until his retirement in 1985. He was 
bestowed the honour of minister emeritus 
and is also a Paul Harris Fellow, a recogni- 
tion of his 60 years in Rotary. Doug spent 
his retirement travelling the world with 
Marie and enjoying his eight grandchil- 
dren. He also enjoyed supporting the 
Vancouver Canucks and B.C. Lions when 
they were winning. Doug was a fine, 
gentle man with a wonderful sense of 
humour. He died on February 16, 2009. 
He joins his beloved son lan, who would 
have been celebrating his 45th birthday 
on the day of Doug’s passing. 


DUDGEON, IAN HOWELL, died May 13, 
2008. Lifelong and faithful member of 
Knox’s Galt, Cambridge, Ont. Elder, 
former clerk of session, representative 
elder, former treasurer and former clerk of 
Waterloo-Wellington Presbytery, clerk of 
Synod of Central, Northeastern Ontario 
and Bermuda. Remembered and missed 
for his passion for Presbyterians Sharing 
and PWS&D, his intimate knowledge of 
the Book of Forms, church history and 
protocol. 


FRASER, GILBERT, died August 26, 2008. 
A faithful member and elder of Suther- 
land’s River, N.S., Gilbert served many 
years as clerk of session and was a faithful 
hospital visitor. 


MACNEIL, ELIZABETH (“Betty”) died on 
February 18, 2009. She was a lifelong 
member of Sutherland’s River, N.S., 
and a faithful member of the Sara Jean 
MacDonald auxiliary of the AMS. Betty 
was the first woman to be elected and 
ordained as a ruling elder of the congre- 
gation, serving 30 years as an elder. 


MCGUIRE, MARGARET ISABEL, passed 
away February 3, 2009, in her 96th 
year. Margaret was a faithful member of 


Elmvale Presbyterian, Elmvale, Ont., for 
more than 70 years, serving God and her 
church as a Sunday School teacher, an 
elder, and choir member. Margaret was a 
willing worker for and a lifetime member 
of the Women’s Missionary Society. She 
loved people, particularly children, and 
was known to teach and care for as many 
as 35 in her preschool-aged Sunday school 
class after having scoured the village to 
bring these little ones to Christ. She was 
the founding patron of the Huronia Chil- 
dren’s Chorus and gathered quiet satisfac- 
tion in performing many random acts of 
kindness in her own anonymous manner. 
Her smile could brighten any room and 
this friend to all will be missed. 


MESZAROS, REV. SANDOR KAROLY, was born 
July 18, 1932, in Hungary. He came to 
Canada in 1960 after having completed 
his academic and theological training 
in Budapest, Hungary, and Utrecht, The 
Netherlands. He first served the PCC 
in Oliver, B.C., with Hungarian immi- 
grants. He was transferred to Calvin, 
Abbotsford, B.C., in 1962 to work with 
what was then primarily a Hungarian 
congregation. In 1963, he moved to 
Calvin Church (now First Hungarian) in 
Vancouver, B.C. In 1967, he began a four- 
year ministry in the Hungarian Church 
in Brantford, Ont. In 1969, he was called 
to the historic Bekevar, Kipling, Sask. 
After two years there, Sandor returned 
“home” to Calvin, Abbotsford and took 
up duties with the Hungarian section of 
the congregation. He served the Hungar- 
ians until they ceased meeting in the 
early 1980s. 

Sandor was a gifted artist and poet. 
He died January 9, 2009, and leaves to 
grieve his loss his two daughters, one 
son, and their families, and his wife 
Shirley. 


WARREN, JEAN, wife of the late Dr. 
Carmi Warren, died in her 100th year 
on November 9, 2008. As a founding 
member and elder of Armour Heights, 
Toronto, Ont. Jean cut the anniversary 
cake and made a short speech honouring 
the history of the church one week prior 
to her death. @ 


OUR NEW WEBSITE 


PRESBYTERIAN 


RECORD: 


It’s Here: 

Our new website is interactive 
and has many new features 
which we shall be unveiling 

throughout this year! 


Study Guides 
Theology 101: 
Abraham and Sons Inc. (May) 
God’s Crucified Messiah (April) 
Two Kinds of Knowledge (March) 
The Facebooking God (February) 
Speaking of God Vanuary) 


More Stories 


See what other 
churches are up to! 
Check out additional People 
and Places stories and 
letters each month. 


Bonus Extras 
Check back often to find more 
hidden gems on our website. 


Visit us online today at 
www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


www. presbyterianrecord.ca 
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KIDS PAGE 


Called to Wonder 


CREATED BY ERIN WALTON 


May is a special month for families. Not only does May 
bring Mother’s Day, but it also brings Christian Family 
Sunday (May 11, 2009). 


Who is in your family? 
Write down the names of the people in your family here. Include your grandparents, 
cousins and aunts and uncles too: 


Some of you may recognize this photo from 
your bulletin on May 11th. 


Father in heaven, 

Thank you for making 
us part of your family 
and loving us so much. 
Help us to love ail of our 
brothers and sisters in 
Christ, as we love the 
members of our 

own family. Amen. 


Did any of you write down these two little 
children from Peru when listing the members 
of your family? We don’t even know their 
names, do we? 


But they are indeed part of our family. We are 
all part of the family of God. We are all God's 
children, and He is our Heavenly Father, and 
He loves each of us equally. 
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For the Journey, continued from page 50 


forest edge about a half-mile from me, 
a pair of birds that looked like recon- 
figured ostriches were ogling me. They 
were actually sandhill cranes (Grus 
canadensis). These guys are at once the 
FBI and the Friendly Giants of the bird 
world. Besides having the oldest fossil 
record of any living bird (conserva- 
tively 2.5 million years) and a lifespan 
older than most birds (up to 25 years), 
wisdom is actually not their long suit— 
size and eyes are. They look like small 
horses when they’re standing out in a 
meadow, a fact that may explain why 
ornithologists call sandhill crane chicks 
“colts.” Wingspan can be almost eight 
feet and though I have never measured 
one for standing height, they can go 
up to four feet high. With their long, 
stick-like legs, height seems to be about 
half again more than length. The pair 
that spotted me were particularly large, 
standing a good six feet tall. As soon as 
they got a bead on me flitting from tree 
to tree, they began their earsplitting cry. 
The bird books say it is like a ringing 
trumpeting sound: garo0-00-00-00, 
garoo-00-00-00, tuk, tuk-tuk, tuk, 
tuk, tuk, onk. To me, it sounds some- 
thing like the mad wail of a peacock 
combined with the frantic mating call 
of a wild turkey on steroids. 

As soon as this pair of sandhill 
cranes started to trumpet, they began 
to stomp towards me. There was a defi- 
nite threat in their gait and God knows 
they had the size to hang a licking on 
me. So I stepped out from behind my 
tree, stood out in the open meadow 
and trudged back to my pickup, not 
because I couldn’t defend myself 
with my bear cannon slung over my 
shoulder, but because experience has 
taught me that once a pair of sandhill 
cranes have me spotted, I am seriously 
busted. They won’t shut up or stop 
following me around till I leave. I once 
had a trumpeting pair follow me for 
the better part of a whole morning. 
With all of their persistent tracking 
and howling, every bird and bear in 
the country knew exactly where I was, 
all of the time. 

These town criers of forest and 


meadow are extremely effective as 
protective agents, not because they are 
large enough to stand tall, nor because 
they have keen eyes to see, nor a voice 
that is so powerfully effective. They 
have all of these attributes but their 
effectiveness is because they actually 
stand tall and say something. During 
my bush forays, all kinds of other large 
birds see me and silently fly off. In fact, 
a large great horned owl had spotted 
me that very morning and flew off so 
silently that I would not have known 
he was there except that he did it right 
in front of my eyes. The owl didn’t say 
a thing nor did it rustle a branch—it 
simply and quietly took care of itself. 
And in that, in some odd way, he 
reminded me of me. 

What is it that makes me so quiet 
and individualistic when it comes 
to living out my faith in my culture? 
Would that I could be more like 
those prophetic sandhill cranes. My 
faith in Christ gives me eyes to see, 
ears to hear, and a voice to cry out 
with in a culture that desperately 
needs prophetic warning, but I prefer 
to silently fly off. My faith in and 
following of Jesus has given me much 
to say in terms of ethics, morals, poli- 
tics, and societal norms, yet I prefer to 
go about incognito as a Christian in 
my culture. There is much to cry out 
about prophetically, both in terms of 
warning and encouragement, to pluck 
up and to plant in a Jeremiah-like way. 
But honestly, I prefer to make my faith 
a private matter, muttering under my 
breath some mantra about the sepa- 
ration of church and state, happy to 
confuse tolerance for love. 

And yet the one whom I follow and 
call Lord lived so prophetically and 
publicly that everything he had to say 
he said in public John 18:21). What 
he had to say by way of prophetic 
teaching, commentary, and warning 
caused three levels of government that 
otherwise hated each other to conspire 
together to put him to death. And he 
died so prophetically and publicly that 
friends cried at the foot of his cross 
at the same time as foes wagged their 


FOR THE 
JOURNEY 


heads at him and spat on him. 

I think my silence has often been 
fuelled by a confusion between love 
and tolerance. Tolerance is so easy, so 
benign, not at all infectious. I think 
too that my silence has often come 
out of my preference for spirituality 
as opposed to social responsibility and 
action. Spirituality is so personal, so 
private, so individualistic, not at all 
the stuff of community, or at least it 
seems to be. But really, the question 
for me is, do I love the people with 
whom I share culture enough to be 
intolerant of teachings, practices, and 
political directions that go against 
what Christ teaches, and to stand tall 
and loud against them because they 
are harmful and hurtful and wrong? 
The question is, do I love enough to 
be prophetic in my culture? The ques- 
tion is, can there be a spirituality that 
is truly Christian and Christ-like that 
does not take culture and social action 
within that culture seriously? 

In a recent book titled The Cost 
of Moral Leadership: The Spirituality of 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, by Geffrey B. Kelly, 
FE Burton Nelson, and Renate Bethge, 
the point is made that: “... Jesus comes 
into people’s lives in a way that ‘must 
provoke contradiction and hostility.’” 
They go on to quote from Bonhoeffer’s 
Christology lectures: “Jesus comes to us 
incognito, as a beggar among beggars, 
as an outcast among the outcast, as 
despairing among the despairing, as 
dying among the dying.” The solidarity 
in this kind of Christ-like way of being 
debunks my comfortable confusion 
between love and tolerance. It removes 
any possibility of silently tolerating 
anything that would invade society to 
take away from life. And most certainly 
it moves me to imitate in my society 
the Forest Crier in its meadow. 


Rev. David Webber is a_ contributing 
editor to the Record. He is a minister of 
the Cariboo, B.C. house church ministry 
and the author of From Under a Blazing 
Aspen, And the Aspens Whisper and 
Like a Winter’s Aspen: Embracing the 
Creator’s Fire. 
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The Forest 


Debunking comfortable confusions. By DAVID WEBBER | LUSTRATH 


know it will seem a bit odd, like a guy dressed in jeans, 

Pendleton wool shirt and a Stetson hat listening to 

Mozart. But I can’t help it; my favourite spring pastimes 
are bird watching and bear hunting. I guess you could call 
me oxymoronic, a word I concocted to describe myself as 
a character of contradictions. But to me, bear hunting and 
bird watching are completely compatible. I always do them 
together. And so early one May morning, I found myself 
sleuthing around the edge of one of my favourite meadows, 
bird-watching binoculars slung around my neck and bear- 
hunting cannon slung over my shoulder. 

The sun was just coming up. The forest edge was alive 
with the sound of music—song sparrows, robins, red- 
winged black birds, meadowlarks, and a choir of others. 
Everyone was having a go at a mad cacophony that only 


50 Presbyterian Record 


Crier 


IN BY BARRY FALLS 


an aged Beethoven and I would call music. With each new 
note my binoculars would come off my chest and I would 
slowly turn in the direction of the voice to spy on the feath- 
ered soloist. 

The trick in this is to remain inconspicuous. Neither 
bear nor bird will hang around much if you clump through 
the bush. Moccasin-clad feet and tree-flitting stealth are the 
order of the day. I try to stay out of sight and silent, keeping 
the wind in my face so that even the olfactory sense will 
not be fouled with my presence. 

On this particular morning, everything was going along 
just dandy. The birds were singing like nobody was listening, 
and far in the end of the meadow a black bear was dancing 
like nobody was watching. And then I was spotted. 


Far across the meadow, at the continued on page 49 
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Geneology of Jesus (Matthew Fontispiece) 
Matthew 1:1-17 Artist: Donald Jackson 
See page 24 for more information 
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BRING ON 


THE LEARNING 


A robust faith needs to be constantly challenged. BY DAVID HARRIS 


ost people in the world do not enjoy the freedoms 
M« do in Canada. Section 2 of the Canadian Char- 

ter of Rights and Freedoms sets out the “fundamen- 
tal freedoms” we enjoy: freedom of conscience and religion; 
freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression, includ- 
ing freedom of the press and other media of communication; 
freedom of peaceful assembly; and freedom of association. 

These freedoms are not absolute and they sometimes con- 
flict with each other. 

Courts regularly have to decide which freedom will take 
precedence in this or that case. But in the main, there are few 
restrictions. 

Hate speech is an obvious one that is a criminal offence, 
for instance. Defamation of a person’s character is another 
restriction on free speech. 

There are also obligations that go along with these rights. 
Publishers in Canada, for instance, have to be reasonably 
accommodating to advertisers. 

In April’s Record, we published an advertisement that was 
a reprint of a public letter by an American Roman Catholic 
cardinal essentially about abortion. The ad was paid for by an 
individual (who happens to be Presbyterian, although that is 
not a relevant factor). 

Once magazine publishers decide to accept advertising, 
they are legally bound to publish ads so long as they are not 
contrary to the magazine’s advertising policies, which them- 
selves cannot be arbitrary. Right of access and freedom of 
speech are both protected in Canada. 

The Presbyterian Record does not accept ads it believes 
would conflict with core Presbyterian doctrine and practice. 
We also do not carry advertising for tobacco, alcohol, adult 
content or anything military, other than chaplaincy ads. 

Despite the obvious cultural and denominational differ- 
ences in the ad, we found nothing that conflicted with core 
Presbyterian teaching. (See the PCC’s Social Action Handbook, 
available on Presbyterian.ca.) Having made that determina- 
tion we were obliged to accommodate and publish the ad. 

Some readers asked me if just anyone can pay for an ad 

_ to express their point of view. The answer is that so long as 
the ad doesn’t violate Canadian law (isn’t hateful, doesn’t 
defame someone) and is within the bounds of the Record’s 
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stated policy, the answer is yes. 
Right of access and freedom of speech laws in Canada are 


designed to permit just that. For example, it is not uncommon | 


to see full-page advertisements in newspapers taken out by | 


interest groups in order to publicize their position on an issue. 
The Presbyterian Record is governed by the same laws, notwith- 
standing the restrictions of our own policy as outlined. 

Since we accept advertising (which provides almost a 


‘quarter of our annual operating revenue), the content of 


those ads can’t be entirely decided by the publisher—and I’m 
sure readers wouldn’t want that. 

So what about editorial content? 

We are publishing a series modestly called Theology 101 
because it raises some basic faith questions. 

One of the authors is a retired professor of Postmodern- 
ism, Rev. Dr. Joseph McLelland. Dr. McLelland is professor 
emeritus of both McGill and Presbyterian College and a past 
moderator of General Assembly. In short, he is a distinguished 
teaching elder of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

The strength of Dr. McLelland’s article is in forcing us to 
rethink some of our easily held assumptions—some which 
were more easily held before we welcomed the vast array of 
cultures that have joined our country in the past 20 to 30 
years. You may agree or disagree with his conclusions, but we 
encourage readers to stick with the series to the end. 

We are hoping for great discussion, thoughtful exchanges 
and dynamic debate. A robust faith wants—in fact needs— 


to be continually challenged to reframe itself to address | 


the time and place in which it finds itself proclaiming the 
Good News. 

So bring on the discussion and bring on the learning. 
We'll all be better for it. 

Or as Rev. Dr. Patricia Dutcher-Walls advocates in our 
cover story this month: to really read the Bible we have to 
look at it from myriad points of view. That variety makes all 
the difference. m 


aod tee 
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Letters 
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It Doesn’t Ad Up 

Having read your April issue virtually 
cover-to-cover, I am left struck by the 
gross contrast between two items in 
particular: Joyce Gladwell’s Sharing 
Rejection and the three-page advertise- 
ment, a letter of Cardinal Justin Rigali, 
inserted by a member of the Presbyte- 
rian Church. 

Joyce Gladwell tells how her inter- 
action with homosexuals, coupled with 
her own state of being black, led her 
to a new acceptance of and empathy 
with the homosexual community. She 
found good scripture to support her 
new view, and was able moreover to see 
the parallel between the struggle over 
homosexuality today and the unsettling 
Jew/Gentile issue of biblical times. 

By contrast, the advertisement is a 
one-sided argument against abortion. It 
is written by a man from a male-domi- 
nated church. As a woman who knows 
of several women who have made the 
difficult and grave decision to have an 
abortion, I bristled at much of what I 
read in that advertisement. 

ANNE MILLER, SACKVILLE, N.B. 


This advertisement has no place in 
the Presbyterian Record, whether paid 
for by a Presbyterian or not. Regard- 
less of one’s personal views of abor- 
tion, to say, as the cardinal does, that 
it is “the transcending issue of the 
day” is simply wrong. War, genocide, 
poverty, racism, human rights, gender 
inequality all might well be described 
as “transcending” issues. While abor- 
tion is an issue for many, so too is the 
right of women to have control of their 
bodies and their lives. 

In short, we would urge the Record to 
think more carefully about publishing 


Giving 
Ministry 
Away 


advertisements that advocate such 

extremism. Would you publish a paid- 

for-article advocating anti-Semitism or 
The Flat Earth Society? 

ROBERT AND HELEN BULLEN 

BARBARA AND ANDY BURGESS, 

KINCARDINE, ONT. 


Sorry to see that unusually prominent 
advertisement written by a cardinal. 
Just as the Record was improving in all 
respects, especially in theological con- 
tent, we are given a one-sided presenta- 
tion on an extremely serious, conten- 
tious and divisive subject, presented 
like an American Madison Avenue ad. 
ALLISTER MACLEOD, INGONISH, N.S. 


Patriotism or faithful citizenship can 
be admirable. Being a Roman Catholic 
can be admirable. Being a “member of 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada” 
who hides behind someone else’s words 
is not admirable; nor is publishing a 
pro-life argument just to receive some 
needed advertising money. 

Next time such an offer comes your 
way, please decline, and make this 
awesome church magazine either a 
bit smaller for a month or let us know 
how much three pages cost. I am sure 
there are a lot of subscribers out there 
who would rather pay a bit more than 
have to suffer a re-opening of this divi- 
sive and fruitless debate. 

DONNA DRAPKIN 


Note: The Editorial touches upon this issue. 
Please see page 4. 


Two Kinds Of Reaction 

There’s a saying in scientific circles: 
“Just because your shoe can be used 
to pound in a nail, doesn’t make > 
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LETTERS 


ee Pontius’ Puddle 


I GET TO 
PITCH FIRST 
ROCK AT A 
STONING | 


CHRISTIANS ARE CALLED 
TO RECONCILIATION, NOT 
VENGEANCE, “ONLY ONE 

WITHOOT SIN 1S WORTHY 

TO CAST THE 

EIRST STONE 


it the same as a hammer.” Two Kinds 
Of Knowledge was disappointing for 
the fundamental reason that not only 
was the line distinguishing the two 
modes of inquiry—theological and 
scientific—ostensibly blurred, it was 
in fact made invisible. Rev. Dr. Joseph 
McLelland equates theological catego- 
rization with scientific inquiry. 

Many people of religious persua- 
sion may want there to be no conflict 
between these fields, not the least of 
which for the reason that both have 
a sense of mystery and ultimacy. But 
wanting something to be true does not 
make it so. Further, to simply proclaim 
that “there can be no conflict between 
scientific and religious faiths,” does 
injustice to both. 

There may be certain points of 
compatibility which science and reli- 
gion share, as with pounding in a nail; 
but that is a far cry from asserting their 
commensurability, which essentially 
says that they are parallel or corre- 
sponding enterprises. The scientific 
method proceeds based on contingent 
truths acquired through investigation, 


ATTENTION MINISTERS 


List your church's information 
and summer hours in the 
“Summer Directory” appearing in 


the July/August issue. 
Contact Carol McCormick: 
905-833-6200 x 25; 
cmccormick@canadads.com 
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experimentation, verification,  etc., 
whereas faith is oriented towards a 
conception of (personal) truth regard- 
less of what is considered rational or 
objectively true. 

Granted, there is the presence of 
human objectivity and subjectivity 
in both disciplines; however their 
respective natures and parametres are 
vastly different. The religious influ- 
ence of Einstein has more to do with 
the particular value context in which 
his scientific work was couched than 
conceiving of religion and science to 
be analogous. 

I’m not sure which is more disheart- 
ening: a shoe that thinks it’s a hammer, 
or a hammer that thinks it’s a shoe. 

REV. DANIEL CHO, TORONTO 


I especially appreciated Dr. McLelland’s 
last paragraph where he speaks about 
“God-centered faith.” The following 
quote from Margaret Isherwood’s The 
Root of the Matter has helped me under- 
stand that I can agree with McLelland’s 
views, and still journey in faith as Pres- 
byterian. 

“There are many paths that lead 
to the one and same mountain. Their 
differences will be more apparent the 
lower down we are, but they vanish at 
the peak. Each will naturally take one 
that starts from the point at which 
he finds himself. He who goes round 
the mountain, looking for another 
(starting point) is not climbing. Never 
let us approach another believer to 


ask him to become ‘one of us’, but 
approach him with respect as one who 
is already ‘one of His’.” 

LESLIE SHAW, THUNDER BAY, ONT. 


Dr. McLelland’s comments are a blas- 
phamous denial as to the person and 
work of Christ. 

Christ alone is the only way of 
salvation. To imagine and proclaim 
another is to mislead people and 
forget the purpose and necessity of 
Christ’s coming and the redemption 
that only he provides. 

Where is the discernment of the 
editor to give space to such heresy 
which denies the verity of the Chris- 
tian gospel? The epistle of Jude exhorts 
believers to contend for the faith once 
for all delivered to the saints. McLelland’s 
article is the opinion of an apostate. We 
need to return to our doctrinal standards 
and the authority of God’s word. 

BILL CLELLAND, CALGARY 


Dr. McLelland replies: My vocation 
as philosopher of religion is to test 
and stretch the theories of theology. 
This demands speculative thinking. 
It is only through such “speculative” 
theorizing that we can appreciate the 
implications of our doctrines. 

In this age of pluralism, my disci- 
pline has become philosophy of reli- 
gions, in the plural. 

In this article, I’m drawing on clas- 
sical Christian resources, especially 
Logos Christology, with its universalist 
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implication. In fact our church already 
holds a universalist doctrine of the 
Spirit: see Living Faith 9.2.1. 

In my final column I intend to use 
a distinctively Presbyterian doctrine in 
support of my thesis. 

I'd like readers who are doubtful to 
be patient and allow me to develop my 
thesis through the six columns. Along the 
way | hope to clarify the world religions 
we are discussing, since so often they are 
not studied before they are dismissed. 


Unique For Each Culture 

The Presbyterian Record does not shy 
away from critical, often sensitive, 
questions about the function and 
future of the church and the God 
she serves. It shows courageous stew- 
ardship, allowing little room for the 
comforts of complacency and judg- 
mental fundamentalism. 

The March issue, in particular the 
Jerusalem article, helped to enrich my 
images of the unseen. | can trust the 
God of Abraham because he lets me. 
Moreover His creation and Jesus are 
conveying this to me. Some refer to 
Him as YHWH, some as Allah, some as 
one God and others as triune God. 

However, God does not want to 
be named. He does not need to be 
explained (as in some creeds), and 
He is above cultural values. We can 
share God with others, but we cannot 
monopolize Him. He is unique for 
each culture, and legitimate for all. 

JOHAN DIEMER, BRENTWOOD BAY, B.C. 


General Gordon’s Tomb 

I was extremely disappointed to see the 
March front cover caption describing 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
as the place “where Jesus’ body was 
placed before his resurrection” and to 
realize that the author missed what, 
to me, are the most precious places in 
the entire world: Golgotha, the place 
of the skull where Jesus was crucified, 
and the nearby Garden Tomb, the 
Protestant site, discovered in 1883 
by the British officer Gen. Charles 


Gordon. Many believers consider this 

the biblically accurate place where Jesus 
was buried and rose again. 

RUTH A. RUSSELL 

SCARBOROUGH, ONT., AND BUDAPEST, HUNGARY 


Several decades ago, my wife and I 
took a tour to Israel and we visited 
both that church and the Garden 
Tomb, where I had the honour of 
conducting a communion service. It 
seems obvious to me that both sites 
can’t be the right one. 

Maybe we need to heed the angelic 
messengers who said to the women 
who visited the tomb: “Why do you 
look for the living among the dead?” 

IVAN S. GAMBLE KELOWNA, B.C. 


Editor’s note: Had General Gordon 
had the archeological information we 
now have, he might not have erred 
in challenging Early Church history. 
Today, scholars are as certain as they 
can be that the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre is the site of Jesus’ tomb. 
They are even more certain that Gen. 
Gordon’s suggestions are incorrect. 


Moi, Je Préfére Jean Cauvin 

I would like to see the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada and the Presbyterian 
Record refer to Calvin’s Christian name 
as Jean instead of John, as he has been 
called in the English-speaking world 
since the Reformation. 

Jean Calvin was very much French 
in culture and identity. He offered the 
first edition of the Institutes of Chris- 
tian Religion (first published in Latin in 
1536) to King Francois 1 of France, the 
reigning monarch of his time. Believing 
that the people must have easy access 
to scripture and religious thoughts, 
Jean Calvin was the first Frenchman 
to write a book on theology in French 
and, as such, he has his place in French 
literature. 

The 16th century witnessed a 
quick evolution French from an 
archaic language of the 15th century 
to the classical French of the 17th, and 


PEERS 


Calvin’s French was enormously influ- 
ential in this development. 

During his years in Geneva, 
Calvin was deeply interested in what 
was happening in his native land, and 
particularly to the French Reformed 
Church. 

To continue to refer to Calvin’s 
Christian name in English is ethno- 
centric: what would the Presbyterian 
churches of Scotland, Canada, and the 
United States say if French-speaking 
Protestants refer to Knox’s Christian 
name as Jean? We live in a country 
that has two official languages: would 
it not be appropriate that we be sensi- 
tive to a language and culture that is so 
much part of Canada. 

MICHEL TADROS, OTTAWA 


Corrections 

Our apologies to the fine folks at Mount 
Zion, Ridgetown, Ont., whose church 
we misidentified in our Most Beautiful 
Church advertisement in April. We are 
certain the church in Ridgeway, Ont., 
the other side of the province, is also 
beautiful. 

The Follow The Light Christmas 
production in Tillsonburg was the work 
of The Solid Rock Theatre Company, 
which is always rock solid. 

Space constrictions keep us from 
publishing all the letters we receive. 
Luckily we have the web page to stretch 
out and keep the conversation going. & 


Looking to Advertise in 
the Presbyterian Record? © 
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People », Places 


To make People & Places submissions: peopleplaces@presbyterianrecord.ca. 
Please visit the monthly PnP page at www.presbyterianrecord.ca for more. 


PBR san 


Rev. Lisa (as she’s affectionately known, even on the website for Faith, First, Pictou, N.S., had a Best of First Sunday, which included 
Fort McMurray, Alta., where she serves) is one of those lucky/unlucky worship (of course), lunch, storytelling about mission, 
people to have a birthday just a week before Christmas. Last year’s education, stewardship and wishes for the congregation's 
anniversary, as luck would have it, fell on Christmas Pageant Sunday future. On our website you'll see a photograph of that very 
and Rev. Aide (yes, she has a last name) along with the kids in the future, bright and eager, in the form of the hand bell choir. 
pageant and, no doubt, the congregation, celebrated two birthdays And here, two stalwart souls who have kept First at its best 
(one a little early) together. for years: David Barnard has served as ruling elder for 50 


years; and Alden Beck is retiring from session after 38 years. 


There's the church—top 
left—open the doors and 
here's the people: The Archie 
Hardy Hall, named after 

the generous benefactor 
who posthumously left 
Knox, Vankleek Hill, Ont., a 
“sizeable amount of money,” 
opened in November. Inside 
the hall is a fundraiser 

for a Guatemala mission. 
Over $20,000 was raised 

for the mission, which was 
spearheaded by Knox's 
Dave and Brenda Godmere. 
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The WMS of First, Port Colborne, Ont., recently 
organized fundraising for Bricks for Jobat and 
School Supplies for Eastern Europe. On Mission 
Sunday the guest speaker was Mary Lou Johnston, 
in flowered vest, of Dunnville, who described 
Christian gypsy children in Hungary, the Ukraine 
and Croatia who can now attend school and have 
a better chance for a future with the funds that the 
WMS helped to raise. 


Mt. Zion, Ridgetown, Ont., got the blues one 
Sunday as Rev. Paul “Blues Brother” Shaw 
strummed out a few riffs with his son Adam, 
and, along with the Ray Whaling Band provided 
a classic rock and blues repertoire. Other 
performers filled in with classical, sacred, celtic 
and show tunes. On our website: David Trinca 
and Alysson Storey lead a jig! 


On our website: 

An awesome spaghetti lunch in Halifax by 
some young chefs that raised nearly $400 for 
Presbyterians Sharing. St. Andrew's, Mansfield 
celebrates its 145th anniversary with some 
authentic costuming. A hot, hot, hot Winterfest 
in Barrie. Bruce The Cookie Man in Brampton. 
And, the Scotsburn Black Light Theatre telling 
the story of Noah. 


People and Places entries published in the magazine are cho- 
sen through a monthly lottery. Before submitting please read 
the essay How To Submit Photos In A Digital Age found on 
the People and Places page of www.presbyterianrecord.ca. 
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NEWS 


Nurse Williams now a Doctor 


The refugee reverend honoured in Montreal. BY KEITH RANDALL 


TEN graduates (see photos elsewhere in 
this issue), one candidate in lay leader- 
ship and three honorary degrees were 
handed out early May at the Church 
of St. Andrew and St. Paul, Montreal, 
for the 142nd convocation of Presby- 
terian College. 

Rev. Glynis Williams, executive 
director of Action Refugiés Montréal, 
was awarded an honourary Doctor 
of Divinity (honoris causa), presented 
by Professor Robert C. Culley. A for- 
mer nurse, Williams was ordained in 
1989. The organization she leads was 
founded in 1994 by the Anglican and 
Presbyterian churches to help refugees 
realize their right to asylum and rebuild 
their lives in a new community. It is 
one of the few organizations in Que- 
bec that facilitate private sponsorship 
of refugees living in danger overseas. 
Action Refugiés also “twins” volun- 


teers with newly arrived refugees 
and provides support and counsel 
to those detained by Immigration 
Canada, emphasizing the particu- 
lar barriers faced by women and 
children. In 2007, Williams spent 
four months working with the 
United Nations High Commission 
for Refugees in Damascus, Syria, 
interviewing vulnerable refugees 
living in precarious situations. 
Also receiving honourary degrees 
were Rev. Terence Hibbert in rec- 
ognition of his 31 years as pastor of the 
flourishing Presbyterian congregation at 
Coquitlam, B.C., and Professor Emidio 
Campi, Doctor of Theology, Habilita- 
tion Ordinarius for Church History, and 
Director of the Swiss Reformation Stud- 
ies Institute at the University of Zurich. 

In his convocation address, “Voices 
in the Storm,” Professor Campi com- 


térian Colleze priticips 


hn Visseis and Williams 


pared Paul’s brave and active leader- 
ship in a fierce Mediterranean storm, 
recounted in Acts 27, with the brood- 
ing Roman poet Lucretius contemplat- 
ing another tempest. In the present 
economic, humanitarian and envi- 
ronmental storms, he urged graduates 
and all Christians to take their inspira- 
tion from Paul’s example. 


Topping to Teach 


St. Andrew’s Hall appoints new professor of Reformed Theology. 8Y CONNIE PURVIS 


REV. Dr. Richard Topping has been 
appointed the first professor of Studies 
in the Reformed Tradition at St. 
Andrew’s Hall. He will begin July 1. 

Rev. Dr. Stephen Farris, dean at the 
Vancouver School of Theology’s Pres- 
byterian college, said the new position 
emphasizes research and writing, and 
is suitable for “a public intellectual 
for the church.” He credits Topping’s 
intellectually challenging sermons 
with attracting large numbers of uni- 
versity students to the Church of St. 
Andrew and St Paul. 
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Topping has served 11 years as a 
minister with the Montreal congrega- 
tion and says his passion for teach- 
ing has always come through. “I’ve 
been told I preach like a teacher, and I 
assume people mean that as a compli- 
ment,” he said. He has also taught a 
number of courses at Presbyterian Col- 
lege, Montreal, and is a sought-after 
lecturer and theological writer. 

He said he hopes to encourage an 
appreciation for the Reformed tradition 
among his new students, helping them 
draw on its strengths as they respond 


to the challenges of modern culture. 
The St. Andrew’s-based Elder’s In- 
stitute, a national training program 
geared toward ruling elders and lay 
leaders, is also gearing up for this 
year’s Pre-Assembly Workshop. The 
national training event will focus on 
‘Presbyterian Questions and Presby- 
terian Answers’ and features several 
workshops on subjects including 
decision-making, leadership \ skills, 
resources, pastoral care and develop- 
ment projects. The event will take 
place June 6 in Hamilton, Ont. @ 
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Rev. Stewart Folster presides at the dedication ceremony in Saskatoon. 


Come in, come in 


and sit down! 


Saskatoon Native Circle Ministry gets a new home. 


BY HEATHER CHAPPELL 


“IN 27 years of ministry, I have never 
been able to work in a building so well 
suited for native ministry, that we 
could call our own,” said Rev. Stewart 
Folster, director of Saskatoon Native 
Circle Ministry, referring to the new 
building in downtown Saskatoon. 

Purchased with a grant from Can- 
ada Ministries, the building was dedi- 
cated in late April and will provide a 
warm, safe place for food and fellow- 
ship; along with space for culturally 
sensitive worship services, a healing 
circle and both crisis and spiritual 
counselling. The ministry reaches out 
to people who are physically, spiritu- 
ally and emotionally in need. 

Stewart led the dedication service, 
which began with a traditional smudg- 
ing ceremony to purify the space. His 
brother Gerald performed an honour 
drum song, his son Jeff played the 
piano and his daughter Andrea sang 
We Are One In The Spirit. Scripture 
was read in both English and Cree. 
Communion was shared. Members 
of Northern Saskatchewan presbytery 
and the Native Circle Ministry Board 


joined together with people from all 
walks of life. 

The first hymn implored, “Come 
in, come in and sit down—you are a 
part of the family.” To which Stewart 
added, “We care about everyone here. 


It doesn’t matter how you dress, 
and what colour skin you have, 
and how you survive in this 
world—this will be your place 


We don’t judge anyone, because the 
elders teach us that we are all equal, 
and we are all relations of Mother 
Earth. It doesn’t matter how you dress, 
and what colour skin you have, and 
how you survive in this world—this 
will be your place. This building offers 
hope. It offers us a chance to recover 
our culture and our ceremonies and 
identity. The people can know that 
this is their place. They can feel wel- 
come, and they will know that this is 
their place.” 

Saskatoon Native Circle Ministry 
receives support through gifts to Pres- 
byterians Sharing. @ 


— Z04-942-56062 $ 


Volunteers 
make the world 
go ‘round! 


At Winnipeg Inner City Missions, 
volunteers help the staff with 
everyday activities that facilitate 
the smooth operations of the 
missions. 


WICM Volunteers — answer 
telephones, make coffee, wash 
dishes, sweep floors, drive children 
to outings and families to worship, 
staff foodbanks, 
shop for needed 
items, greet and 
welcome visitors, 
prepare meals, 
bake cookies, teach ’ gigi * 
Sunday School, 

paint, build play WI Cc M 
structures, assemble Christmas 
hampers, fundraise, are members 
of the Board of Directors, aid 
literacy development, build web 
pages, and assist in any way 
possible. There are no limits to the 
volunteer skills that are needed 
and used at WICM. 


THANK YOU To ALL OUR LOCAL 
VOLUNTEERS AND THOSE FARAWAY 
WHO PRAY FOR THE MISSIONS. 


Winnipeg Inner City 
Missions Of The 
Presbyterian Church 
In Canada 


P.O. Box 2444, Station Main 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4A7 


Flora House 204-586-5494 
Centre — 
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Lively and Engaging Record 
THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD received 
four first place awards at the annual 
Associated Church Press conference. 
Art Director Caroline Bishop took three, 
for Convention or Meeting Coverage 
(Audacious Hope about the church 
leader’s healing and_ reconciliation 
tour, May 2008; shared with Andrew 
Faiz for editing), Magazine Design, 
Spread or Story (Living On The Edge, 
photo essay, February 2008) and Maga- 
zine Design, Entire Issue (April 2008). 
Rev. Alex MacLeod received a first for 
his cover interview with Rick Warren 
(A Heart For The Poor, January 2008). 

Bishop also received an honourable 
mention for magazine cover (March 
2008), as did freelancer Erin Woods 
for her contribution A Procrastinator’s 
Lament (October 2008), and Abel Pandy 
for his photograph “Kevin” in the Feb- 
ruary photo essay. 

ACP is an association of Christian 
publications across North America. 

The Record also received seven 
awards from the Canadian Church 
Press. Bishop again led the pack with 
two first place citations for the con- 
troversal June 2008 cover, depicting a 


Korean Living Faith 


Recor dl | 


i Rec 


woman on a beach reading three theo- 
logical books written by Canadian Pres- 
byterian scholars, and original artwork 
(March 2008). 

Rev. Glynis Williams received an 
A. C. Forrest Memorial Award honour- 
able mention for her article on Iraqi 
refugees (October 2008) and also a 
second place in the category Magazine 


After thorough revisions by members of the Han-Ca presbyteries, a church doctrine 
subcommittee and a publisher in Korea, a Korean version of Living Faith is expected to 
come before General Assembly later this month. 

Translating involves discerning what the original author intended to convey, and 
then conveying it as accurately as possible to Korean-speakers in Canada, said Rev. 


Wally Hong, who did extensive work on the document as a member of the committee 


on church doctrine. Although they are similar, there are some significant differences 
between the Korean spoken in Korea and the Korean spoken in Canada. 


“For instance, in Living Faith 1.2 there is a statement ‘God has come to us’ In 


English, the meaning of the phrase ‘has come’ is precise. It denotes the present tense 
yet shows how the present is built on the past, and Koreans who have lived in Canada 
for some time would have a clear sense of what ‘has come’ means. In Korea, ‘has | 


come’ looks forward to the future even though it refers to the past and the present. In 
a way, it could easily be translated to suggest that God is ‘still’ to come, and less that 
God has ‘already’ come. In this sense, the team that worked on it had to really study 
what Living Faith really says to Koreans living in Canada.”—CPurvis 
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Growing. 
Pains? 


Feature. This is the second year in a 
row the Record was cited for the A. C. 
Forrest, which is named for a former 
editor of the United Church Observer. 

Staff writer Amy MacLachlan contin- 
ued her winning streak, now in its fifth 
consecutive year, with a third placing 
news story (UN Adpots Rights of Indigi- 
nous People, January 2008). David Web- 
ber placed third for his column. 

The Record received a third place 
award for General Excellence. The judge 
wrote, “The Presbyterian Record is a lively 
and engaging magazine with strong 
cover stories and extensive special fea- 
tures. Crisp typography, apt photogra- 
phy, and simplicity make it a pleasure 
to read. It looks outward toward the 
world but it also ably serves its denomi- 
national community. Features like the 
column on Calvin enable readers to 
delve more deeply into their spiritual 
and theological roots.” 


Presbyterian Whodunit 


JAYNE Self, author and wife of 
moderator-elect Rev. Harvey Self, is 
among six finalists contending for 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


this year’s Word Guild prize for best 
new Christian author. 
Her novel, which she describes as 


_“a Presbyterian whodunit,” features 


Rev. Dean Constable, a police detec- 
tive turned pastor who is faced with a 
mysterious death among the members 
of his first congregation. 

“I’m trying to write a Christian 
novel, not so much in an evangelistic 
nature, but in terms of writing about 
Christians and the struggle of Chris- 
tian people, putting faith into life,” Self 
said, noting that her writing has deep- 
ened her relationship with God. “Some 
of the personality issues I gave Dean, 
and the things he struggled with— 
being adopted, belonging, family, 
identity—were things that I struggled 
with as someone who was adopted.” 

Caught Dead: A Dean Constable Mys- 
tery is one of four unpublished novels 


_ Self has written to date, with a fifth 
_ underway. She is an active member of 


the Word Guild, a national association 
of Christian writers, and has published 
short stories in local Orangeville maga- 
zines such as Sideroads and In the Hills. 

The winning author, to be 
announced on June 17, will receive 
$1,000 and a chance at publication by 
Castle Quay Books Canada. 

Self will be posting a regular diary 
of her experiences at General Assem- 
bly on the Record’s website.—CPurvis 


Free Web Hosting 


THE Presbyterian Church’s communica- 
tions office is providing a new free web- 


_ hosting service to all recognized minis- 


tries of the church beginning in June. 
The service will offer a basic website that 
is easy to manage with no additional 
software or technical skills required. 

“It is really as easy to update the 
website as it is to write an email,” asso- 
ciate secretary Colin Carmichael said. 
“The platform we'll be using is called 
WordPress and is already in use at sev- 
eral churches.” 

To get the free service contact Car- 
michael via email—communications@ 


presbyterian.ca. 


Carmichael also advises all congre- 
gations currently using the free GeoCi- 
ties service provided through Yahoo to 
not accept the upgrade for which they 
will have to pay. Yahoo announced ear- 
lier this year it is closing its free service. 


Geddie Keeps Growing 


“THERE'S something about Camp Ged- 
die,” executive director Audrey. Cam- 
eron said. “The Celts use the term 
‘thin spaces’ and I believe Geddie is a 
thin space where heaven and earth are 
very close.” 

That space is a little roomier as 
Camp Geddie in Nova Scotia makes 
use of over 40 acres of land added to 
its existing facilities. 

The adjacent waterfront property 
was purchased in December 2007 for a 
fraction of its potential price, thanks to 
the generosity of a landowner’s widow. 
It includes a 200-year-old farmhouse, 
dubbed The Smith House in honour 
of its previous owners, which will 
become a spiritual retreat centre for 
church leaders. 

Audrey Cameron said there was a 
phenomenal outpouring of support. 
“It seems like God is five steps ahead 
of us and we're just trying to catch up. 


NEWS 


We feel so well taken care of.” 

By late April, donations had cov- 
ered almost half of the total cost of the 
land. Cameron said most came in the 
form of $20, $50 and $100 bills from 
individual pockets and offering plates. 

About 600 children and young peo- 
ple attend Camp Geddie, but recently 
the camp has turned away about 100 
each year because it could not accom- 
modate the increasing numbers.— 
CPurvis with files from Glenn Cooper 


Ashfield To Ploughshares 


LAURA ASHFIELD has been appointed 
intern with Project Ploughshares. The 
eight-month position should begin 
this September. 

As a representative of the Presby- 
terian Church, Ashfield has attended 
the Sabeel International Youth Confer- 
ence and volunteered with the Global 
Youth Network. She hosted recent 
immigrants and refugees in her home- 
town of Waterloo, Ont. through the 
YMCA. Ashfield attends Knox where 
her parents serve as ministers. 

The Waterloo-based Project Plough- 
shares is an ecumenical agency. The 
internship program is run in partnership 
with the Life and Mission Agency. @ 


4GEM 


Guardian Ethical Management Inc. 


Endowments 
Foundations 

Pension Plans 

Capital Funds 

Charitable Organizations 


Bringing Sustainable Investing To 
Institutional Investors 


The combined excellence of established industry leaders: Guardian Capital LP and Ethical Fuods”. 
fi 


Disciplined investment management consistent with promoting a sustainable society, 


Providing institutional investors with an integrated Socially Responsible tivesting solution, 


Ongoing shareholder engagement sets us apart, 


To find out more about GEM, contact John M, Clancy, CFA 


fy (741 bait { = i F 5, b Alayst ap O Ch { 
cinical FUNGS IS @ fANIStered mark OWNEU LY NOMAWEST & CuCl 


jclancy@gemportfolios.com 
416.350.6880 
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Feeding the Future 


St. Paul’s supports local children through food and fundraising 


IN THE FALL of 2007, Karen Mills was 
pregnant and struggling to provide 
for four children. But she discovered 
Family Futures, a program for single 
mothers, run out of St. Paul’s in Prince 
Albert, Saskatchewan. 

“I’m an aboriginal woman, so my 
experience throughout my life is I’ve 
been looked down on in society,” Mills 
said. But at monthly cooking classes, 
Mills met several ladies at the church 
whom she describes as friendly, under- 
standing and supportive. 

Children from Riverside Commu- 
nity School, an inner-city school a 
few blocks from St. Paul’s, have also 
benefited from the church’s delicious 
outreach ministries. Each month 
members deliver chili, meat pies and 
approximately 80 pails of homemade 
soup to the school. 

Jane Krafchuk, the school’s social 
worker and a member of St. Paul’s, said 
the partnership started about 15 years 
ago when the church provided a box of 
apples every month and women from 
the congregation would make lunches 
at the school. 
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Elizabeth, left, was one of the women who helped raise 
$12,000 for St. Paul’s camp campaign. Above are two 
of the kids who benefited from Elizabeth’s efforts. 


A couple of years ago, the church 
completed a community-based survey. 
Members of the mission and outreach 
committee looked for how the church 
could nurture their relationship with 
Riverside, and out of that came an 
emergency hamper program. 


The 2008 Run to Send Kids to Camp 
campaign raised $12,000 and sent 
more than 80 children to camp 


“More often than not, there were 
occasions of hunger towards the end 
of the month when people’s money 
has run out,” said Krafchuk. St. Paul’s 
ensures there are two full food ham- 
pers available at the school. When a 
hamper goes to a family, the church 
provides another. 

At Christmas, hampers are deliv- 
ered to about 60 families. They are pre- 
pared by St. Paul’s along with inmates 
of the Prince Albert Correctional Cen- 
tre, Pine Grove Correctional Centre 
and Riverside Community School 
Association. 

The church has also begun send- 


. BY JENNIFER HIGGS 


ing children from Riverside and West- 
view Community School to Camp 
Christopher, the synod camp, through 
marathon-style “runs.” The 2008 Run 
to Send Kids to Camp campaign raised 
$12,000 and sent more than 80 chil- 
dren to camp. 

“We are very excited about being 
able to partner with two_ public 
schools, whose students are over 80 
per cent aboriginal,” said Rev. Sandy 
Scott. A grant from the Truth and 
Reconciliation fund helped with the 


sponsorships. “This will help to teach | 


all campers that embodiment of the 
Good News and the Spirit of Christ is 
about living the promise of forgive- 
ness and reconciliation. 

“We live in a pluralistic age and the 
church needs to come to terms with 
that; we can’t evangelize in imperialis- 
tic ways but we can evangelize by liv- 
ing the gospel, and then when we are 
asked we can declare the gospel.” m 


Jennifer Higgs is a freelance writer. This 
article has been excerpted—you can find the 
full article and more photos on our website. 
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Dalit Theology 


A WCC conference on the caste system in a Christian context. BY WILL INGRAM 


MOST of us cannot imagine being 
treated from birth as if we were 
impure, polluted and polluting to 
those around us. And yet, this is the 
daily reality for many of the world’s 
200 million “dalits”. 

This past March, I participated in 
the first Global Ecumenical Conference 
On Justice For Dalits which took place 
in Bangkok, Thailand. The gathering— 
organized by the Church Conference 
of Asia, the Lutheran World Federation, 
and the World Council of Churches— 
was intended to raise awareness about 
dalit issues, and to foster greater soli- 
darity between dalits and the wider 
church. As a Christian from North 
America, I had rarely given much 
thought to the challenges confronting 
dalit people, nor to the ethics and 
theology underlying the caste system. 

The term “dalit” means “crushed” 
or “oppressed,” and is used to describe 
those who are born ‘outside’ of the 
four-tiered caste system in Hindu soci- 
eties. These non-caste individuals, who 
were formerly called untouchables, 
are routinely subjected to physical, 
sexual, legal and human rights abuses. 
They are also used to perform the most 
degrading tasks in society, including 
“manual scavenging”—or cleaning 
human excrement from dry latrines, 
often with their bare hands. 

While the dalit issue has important 
implications for our interfaith dialogues 
(particularly with those of the Hindu 
faith), caste-based discrimination is not 
unknown in the church. Although the 
Christian faith has been present in India 
for over 1,500 years, the past few centu- 
ries have witnessed a significant growth 
in the Church in India, largely as a result 
of missionary initiatives from Western 
nations. Sadly, this history has not 
been particularly effective addressing 


caste-based issues. Although some 
Christian groups protested against the 
caste system as an unjust—and sinful— 
system, other church-based organiza- 
tions accepted the caste structure as a 
form of cultural expression. 

At present, there is an emerg- 
ing contextual theology—sometimes 
referred to as dalit theology—which 
seeks to engage in theology from a dalit 
perspective. This theology is rooted in 
a very Christocentric and incarnational 
approach to faith, and emphasizes the 
equality and dignity of every person as 
a being created in the image of God. 
Any system which denies this identity 
invites the believer to resistance. 

And resistance happens. One of 
the participants in the conference was 
a young woman who was born into a 
dalit family. However, as she was from 
a third-generation Christian family, 
she had been taught to embrace a level 
of self-respect, education and opportu- 
nity not experienced by some of the 
other dalits from her village. 


LETTER FROM 
BANKOK 


She recounted an incident that 
occurred while she was walking home 
one day, and passed by an older woman 
from the brahman or priestly class. The 
older woman saw her, and poured out 
the water that she had been carrying 
since such close proximity to a dalit had 
rendered the water impure. When the 
young woman arrived home, she related 
the incident to her father. In response, 
he went out and walked by the brahman 
woman six times—with the result that 
each time, the woman poured out the 
water. Finally, out of exasperation, the 
brahman woman gave up and carried 
her water home. It was a wonderful 
reminder that resistance to injustice is 
sometimes necessary—but that when 
liberation comes, both oppressed and 
oppressor will be set free. = 


Rev. Will Ingram is minister at St. Andrew’s, 
King St., Toronto. He blogged his Thailand 
trip and it can be found at: www.stan- 
drewstoronto.org/wcc/thailand. Part two of 
his letter will continue next month. 
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WORLD NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


No to Gay Clergy 


PC(USA)—A General Assembly amendment 
that would allow presbyteries to ordain 
openly gay or lesbian clergy in the Presbyte- 
rian Church (USA) was defeated in late April. 

Eighty-eight presbyteries had voted 
against the amendment—just over half of 
the total 173 presbyteries—with only 69 in 
support, by late April. 

If ratified, it would have removed a con- 
stitutional requirement for potential elders, 
deacons and ministers to practice “fidelity 
within the covenant of marriage between a 
man and a woman, or chastity in singleness.” 

Previous efforts to remove the provision 
failed by a vote of 57 to 114 after the 1997 
assembly and 46 to 127 after the 2001 as- 
sembly. Although final numbers will not be 
available until all votes have been tallied on 
June 28, the margin is expected to be much 
closer than in previous years. 


German Guns 


ENI—Germany’s top Protestant cleric, Bi- 
shop Wolfgang Huber, has castigated the 
fact that his country has become the top 
armaments exporting nation of Europe. 

“The export of arms from Germany has 
increased by 13 per cent from one year to 
the next,” said Huber, who heads the Evan- 
gelical Church in Germany (EKD), the count- 
ry’s main Protestant umbrella.“Our country 
now ranks directly behind the United Sta- 
tes and Russia in this trade, and ahead of all 
other European countries.” 
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Berlin's Tagesspiegel newspaper had re- 
ported on its website that the list of foreign 
customers for German arms encompassed 
126 countries, while arms exports worth 8.7 
billion euros (US$10.4 billion) were appro- 
ved by the German government in 2007. 


Free Press 


ENI—The Toronto-based World Association 
for Christian Communication has called for 
international pressure to lift media restric- 
tions in Fiji that prevent journalists from 
publishing material that portrays its milita- 
ry government in a “negative light.” 

“WACC calls on churches and opinion 
leaders to express concern for the citizens 
of Fiji in their struggle to regain freedom of 
expression and the right to communicate 
their aspirations for democracy and peace,” 
the association's president Dennis Smith 
and general secretary Randy Naylor said in 
a statement. 

Under media directives issued by the 
country’s military government on April 10, 
local news reports critical of the gover- 
nment are banned and international media 
coverage subjected to censorship. 


Relieve Darfur 


ENI—The Roman Catholic bishop in Sudan, 
Antonio Menegazzo, is warning that the 
humanitarian situation in the country’s we- 
stern Darfur region is worsening, nearly a 
month after President Omar al Bashir ejec- 
ted 13 relief organizations. 

“The expelled organizations were coping 
with at least 40 per cent of all the humani- 
tarian help,” said Menegazzo, the apostolic 
administrator of El Obeid, the Sudanese 
diocese, which covers Darfur. 

The government had promised to re- 
place the expelled aid organizations with 
Sudanese ones, but he questioned where 
they would get the funds and the specia- 
lized people to do so. Sudanese President 
Omar Al-Bashir expelled the agencies soon 
after the International Criminal Court in- 
dicted him on charges of crimes against 
humanity committed in Darfur. 

“We have already been told that water 
pumps in some Darfur camps have stopped 
pumping, and there are growing fears about 


the potential for outbreaks of disease ... 
The expulsion is already affecting the lives 
of hundreds of thousands of the very poo- 
rest and most vulnerable Sudanese people,” 
said Penny Lawrence, international director 
of Oxfam, one of the expelled agencies. 


Calvin’s Capitalism 


ENI—German Bishop Margot Kdassmann 
has criticized the Protestant work ethic 
ascribed to the 16th century theologian 
John Calvin, saying it has excesses in the 
current social and economic climate. 

Kassmann said she found problematic 
the belief that, “People who are more pro- 
ductive, are therefore more blessed. In times 
of burnout syndrome, we have to ask oursel- 
ves:'What did we trigger with this ethic?” 

In his teachings, Calvin propagated a 
strong sense of duty and purpose often 
described as the Protestant work ethic, and 
seen as a contributing factor in the rise of 
capitalism. (See last month’s Marilynne Ro- 
binson book review and this month's Calvin 
article for other perspectives on Calvin's ca- 
pitalism.) 


Anti-Semitism Rises 


ENI—The global economic crisis has led to 
arise in reported incidents of anti-Semitism 
in Canada, says a prominent Jewish human 
rights and humanitarian organization. 

In its annual audit of anti-Semitic inci- 
dents, the League for Human Rights of B’nai 
Brith Canada recorded 1,135 anti-Semitic in- 
cidents in 2008—an increase of 8.9 per cent 
compared with 2007 and the highest figure 
recorded in the 27-year history of the audit. 

The report noted that since more than 
half of the incidents occurred in the last 
four months of 2008, the rise could be at- 
tributed to “fall out” from the developing 
economic recession. 

Anita Bromberg, director of legal affairs 
for B’nai Brith Canada, said she had heard 
many conspiracy theories about Jews and 
their “control” of the world’s money. 

B’nai Brith (Hebrew for children of the 
covenant) compared reported incidents in 
Canada with Australia, which recorded a 2 
per cent increase, and the United Kingdom, 
which had 4 per cent fewer incidents. @ 
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always mentioned when there is some conflict in a 

church. When the congregation splits or is in the midst 
of debating a heated issue. It’s almost always directed towards 
the session, quite often towards presbytery. It’s almost always 
worded something like this: “I didn’t realize they (presbytery 
or session) made that decision. It was done in secret.” 

In secret. 

That’s the most absurd phrase to use in a Presbyte- 
rian context. Absurd because our polity and structure are 
designed to protect us from secrecy—an open ended democ- 
racy, by the presbyters, for the presbyters. And yet I hear the 
phrase constantly as those very same presbyters call to share 
seemingly arbitrary decisions made by their session or pres- 
bytery. 

And I get it: some place along the way we lost the pres- 
byter. To quote an old joke: democracy would work if we 
could keep the voter out of it. I’m a perfect example of the 
problem: I’m a pretty good board member, grasp issues fairly 
well, but a lousy constituent leader. I’m probably the worst 
church elder ever—I don’t always have the time to call my 
district, chat with folks, keep up to date with their pastoral 
needs, share with them session issues. That’s part of my 
role as an elder; not just to make decisions. Which without 
communication are seemingly made in secret. 

Communication. 

Bill Fellows, whom I interviewed for my April story on 
leadership, worked internationally as a senior manager. 
In the guidelines he prepared for the leadership forum he 
talks about communication as a central focus: do it every 
way you Can, in every way you can. Use the newsletter, use 
the announcement period during worship, use the pulpit if 
necessary, use the coffee hour. Get on the phone. Talk to 
people. Do Q&As; publish Q&As. Tell the same story over 
and over and over and over again. 

Or as I often ask: why does McDonald’s need to advertise? 
Or Coca Cola? And why do they need to come up with new 
marketing ideas for the same products over and over and over 
again? Why new gimmicks, new toys, new jingles? Why? 

Communication. 

McDonald’s and Coke have thingamajigs to sell. We have 


E a phrase I’ve heard many times over the years. It’s 


the Good News to share—and our reticence to do just that 
was exposed last month in the Natural Church Develop- 
ment survey published in these pages. Presbyterians have 
lost touch with their evangelical roots. That, by the way, is 
the Christian word for communication: Evangelism. Sharing 
your story. 

We are called to share our story and it is in periods of trial 
that our evangelical efficacy is exposed. If we can’t manage 
to share our story details within a congregation over an 
important issue then someplace the whole communication 
system has broken down. I’ve been on both sides of this and 
I understand: I wasn’t in church that one Sunday when the 
issue was announced and I missed the newsletter because of 
some other reason, but nobody called me to tell me about this 
congregational issue, or they did call and they didn’t leave a 
message, or they did call and left a message but on my home 
phone which no working person answers anymore except 
on weekends, what with our BBerrys and work numbers, and 
I didn’t get an email on it, which is the best way to reach me 
because all of my email addys are forwarded to my BBerry 
and I’ve said so many times and there was nothing on the 
church’s website or the Facebook page ... and so on. 

That’s why McDonald’s tries to reach me any way they 
can. That’s why they keep changing their pitch so their call 
doesn’t become white noise to me. That’s what evangelism 
is: telling the same story over and over again, in different 
ways, at different pitches. Its how we keep ourselves from 
falling into the dangers of secrecy—Coca Cola can’t afford 
to keep its thingamajig secret otherwise the whole enterprise 
falls apart. 

And that’s the same danger in churches. I can think of a 
half dozen stories in which the great schism a congregation 
caused itself could have been avoided with a little commu- 
nication. Which is a fancy word for people talking—that’s 
all it is. Which is all it is—just folks talking to each other. 
And though we Presbyterians love to chit-chat, we seem to 
have misplaced our communications gene. And, that's why 
a lot of what happens in our church, from sea to sea to sea, 
seems to happen in secret.m 


Andrew Faiz is the Record’s managing editor. 
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On one episode of the TV 
show Scrubs, a sitcom 
about a hospital in which we 
are taken into the strange 
imagination of the main 
character, JD has one of 

his bizarre fantasies about 
infection spreading through 
the hospital. 


An infected person with a glowing green hand touches oth- 
ers who then contract glowing green hands, and who each 
pass along the glowing green infection to another and then 
another. This is often how we believe suffering operates. 
We implicitly assume it’s passed on like an infection, like 
the green hand. 

Youth ministry has historically been constructed around 
fun and entertainment, assuming we need these things to 
get young people to come and participate. If they come 
and participate we can get them to become members of 
the church, to have faith, to be responsible, that is, to do 
what we want them to do. In youth ministry we have often 
seen our relationships as tools for positive influence. But 
this may prevent us from being with adolescents in their 
raw human existence, in the midst of their suffering for an 
identity, in the midst of suffering broken families, disap- 
pointment and fear. We might assume, because youth min- 
istry has tried to be an influential commercial for Christian 
faith, that any suffering from one will infect the group. In 
other words: Don’t have the depressed kid come on the trip 
or she’ll infect the group with her suffering. Don’t ask him 
about the divorce of his parents because what then would I 
say? Don’t put two and two together that your most com- 
mitted leader may be the victim of abuse because that may 
remind you of your own past. 

Too often relational youth ministry avoids suffering, 
and therefore lacks the boldness and bravery to enter into 
the full humanity of adolescents. But suffering doesn’t work 
like the glowing green hand of infection. When suffering 
is shared, often its power to strangle is broken. Things may 
remain painful and difficult, but when we’re no longer 
alone, suffering feels (and is) no longer life-threatening. 
The power of suffering to determine our destiny is bro- 
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ken when suffering is shared in relationship. We may then 
argue that the heart of relational youth ministry is actually 
shared suffering. 

I experienced the power of shared suffering on a faculty 
retreat. One of my colleagues was invited to preach to the 
35 other faculty members present. She’d had a very difficult 
prior year. In the middle of her sermon, the struggle of her 
year became too much, and she broke out in tears, some- 
thing not done, and unfortunately not appreciated, in aca- 
demic theological faculties. As her emotions spilled forth, 
I noticed my own body language. I found myself immedi- 
ately turning my shoulder as if to deflect her emotion, and 
then putting my head down, staring at the table, as if to 
hide from her feelings. Recognizing my own avoidance, I 
lifted my head and looked at my colleagues. Almost every- 
one was looking down, revealing in their body language 
that they too were trying to shield themselves. 

I forced myself to look at her, to enter into her pain 
rather than fear it. I knew my colleagues and I were avoiding 
her emotions because we feared that in getting too close to 
her suffering we may ourselves be strangled by her and our 
own suffering. But in forcing myself to look at her, some- 
thing strange and beautiful happened. Her suffering didn’t 
threaten me but simply (and yet profoundly) revealed her 
person to me. I saw her as she was and found myself con- 
nected to her. Witnessing her suffering, I wasn’t infected 
with a green hand but bound to her in relationship through 
her suffering. 

And this is the call of a relational youth ministry. It is 
the call to see and be near, to share in the suffering, aware 
that it won’t destroy you, for you have been claimed by the 
One who has overcome all suffering by suffering the cross. 

But there is another element to this as well; we are 
called not only to suffer with adolescents but also suffer 
from them. I wonder if one of the reasons classic congre- 
gational youth ministries have little to say about at-risk 
adolescents and children living in difficult contexts is 
because we have yet to understand that a major element of 
our vocation is to suffer. Relational ministry is about more 
than suffering with adolescents; it also includes suffering 
from adolescents. This doesn’t mean we’re called to be wet 
blankets or punching bags unwilling to confront teenag- 
ers. But it does mean we’re willing to stand with adoles- 
cents even when they test our commitment with words 
and actions that sting. 

There is a youth ministry urban legend that at a lead- 
ership meeting the paid, professional youth worker was 
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encouraging her volunteer leaders to take the initiative 
to contact and meet with one kid this week. A little reluc- 
tant, but willing, the leaders accepted the challenge. The 
next week all returned to the meeting upbeat, filled with 
stories of successful encounters. As the meeting began the 
leader asked each volunteer to talk about the kids they con- 
tacted and what happened. The first volunteer shared that 
he met with Sam, a fun-loving junior who was outgoing, 
talkative, interesting, and came from a family where it was 
expected he’d handle himself with maturity in the presence 
of adults. After the first report a murmur spread through 
the group, and the spirit of excitement was sucked from the 
room and replaced by a feeling of embarrassed uneasiness 
as the group one by one admitted they too had met with 
Sam. Each leader had picked the one kid who was the most 
fun and easiest to be with. You could hardly blame them; 
given the choice I’d rather spend time with a Sam than an 
Adam, the six-foot tall eighth grader who often welcomed 
my presence on his school campus with a punch in the 
arm, repeated grunts to my questions, and a departing 
insult about my clothes or hair. If my goal were influence, 
it would be much smarter to spend my limited resources on 
the Sams of the world than on the Adams. Sams not only 
seem to be influenced by my presence, but they also make 
me feel good about what I am doing. 

Spending time with Adams, on the other hand, is 
always an invitation to suffering. Relational ministry with 


Adams is painful; Adams have learned it’s easier to hurt 
others before they hurt you. And if my goal is to influ- 
ence Adam, I’m in for a long, painful journey (one that any 
smart person would abandon without delay), and I’ll more 
than likely give up on him before I’m given the privilege 
of suffering him, of seeing his beautifully broken human- 
ity. And if I’m unwilling to suffer Adam then I’m unable to 
suffer with him. 

If I had not been willing to suffer Adam’s actions and 
attitudes as I did, I wouldn’t have had the opportunity to 
listen late one Wednesday night on the steps of our church 
building as with odd lucidness he articulated the pain he 
carried over being abandoned by his father. Without suf- 
fering from Adam, I would have missed an ocean of pain 
under the crust of anger, rigidness and aggression. But see- 
ing Adam as a suffering child whose suffering has been 
taken up and shared (i.e., borne) by God, I can be with and 
for Adam as Christ is with and for me. I can bear the suf- 
fering he inflicts on me, knowing that in bearing (and con- 
fronting) it, I’m sharing his place. And there I am participat- 
ing in the ministry of God. 


Andrew Root, Ph.D, is speaking in July at Canada Youth 2009, 
which will be featured in our September issue. He is assistant 
professor of Youth and Family Ministry, Luther Seminary (St. 
Paul, Minnesota). This article is excerpted from his forthcoming 
book, Relationships Unfiltered (Zondervan). 
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ow Shall we read the Bible? 
In the many ways to read the 
Bible today, it seems there are 
as many interpretations as 
there are interpreters. Chris- 
tians all over the world read 
the Bible in different ways. 
My hope is to consider the 
different contexts and different readings that have shaped 
how the Bible has been interpreted in recent years. The 
variety is indeed part of my point—variety makes a world 
of difference! 

I will explore the biblical text from several angles—what 
lies “behind” the text, what lies “in” the text, and what lies 
“in front of” the text. So first we will look at the text in its 
ancient social location, that is, what lies behind the text. 
Then we will take a look at what’s in the text. In particular, 
my focus is Deuteronomy and the family of books related 
to it theologically—Joshua, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel and 1 
and 2 Kings—that tell the covenant history of Israel and 
Judah. Then I will consider those who read these ancient 
texts today, that is, what lies in front of the text. This 
approach differs from your usual Bible study, but by look- 
ing at ancient writers and contemporary readers, we can 
think about how we might read and interpret responsibly 
amidst multiple voices in the contemporary world. 


BEHIND THE TEXT 


So what lies “behind” a text? Can we locate this family of 
books within their ancient social context in order to under- 
stand how the theology and literature of the authors fit 
into that context? The writers and preservers of these books 
are of course invisible to us—we can only make educated 
guesses about them. One good possibility is that Deuteron- 
omy’s covenant theology, including early forms of Deuter- 
onomy and the covenant history, emerged in the seventh 
century BC. 

To describe the context of the Bible, sociological meth- 
ods help us explain the social structures of ancient farming 
societies. Like other agrarian states, Judah was a highly strat- 
ified society in which a few elite groups dominated the mass 
of farmers and peasants. Judah’s upper classes were orga- 
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nized into factions, forming coalitions necessary for power 
in the politics of monarchic states. In the seventh century, 
the Deuteronomy faction was associated with King Josiah’s 
religious renewal program (2 Kings 22-23). As religious lead- 
ers, the covenant history writers expressed understandings 
of God’s revelation in themes like loyalty with God, faithful 
worship of the Lord alone, the centrality of the temple in 
Jerusalem, and the keeping of the law. (Deuteronomy 11) 

It’s also important to examine how Judah’s external 
relations influenced its literature. Throughout the seventh 
century BC, Judah was a vassal of the Assyrian empire 
which controlled its provinces and vassals through warfare, 
conquest, deportation, and administrative and economic 
structures. Throughout history, peoples that have been 
conquered react to empire through both assimilation and 
resistance. For the covenant history writers, it is not surpris- 
ing to find that various accommodations to or resistance 
against the empire were written into what it meant to be 
faithful to their God. For example, Deuteronomy’s insis- 
tence in some texts that foreigners who threatened the land 
and who worshipped other gods were to be annihilated 
may reflect resistance against the Assyrians. In contrast, one 
type of assimilation is direct borrowing of Assyrian forms in 
covenant literature. Both Deuteronomy 13 and 28 borrow 
language directly from curses in the treaties that Assyria 
forced on its vassals. Apparently, Deuteronomy’s writers 
used Assyrian curse forms to express the consequences that 
would follow if someone broke the covenant with God. The 
idea of loyalty to God also seems to have been influenced 
by the imperial context. Through a process of resistance to 
the empire, the loyalty the Assyrian king demanded was 
subverted to become an ideal of loyalty to the Lord and 
thus reinforced that theological commitment. 


IN THE TEXT 


When we go on to ask about what lies in the text of this part 
of the Bible, a close reading shows that these authors were 
also willing to include a variety of views and voices from 
their blending of ancient tradition and current insight. Bib- 
lical scholar Robert Polzin (Moses and the Deuteronomists) 
shows how the covenant history writers include multiple 
interpretations as a way to understand God’s interventions 


By looking at contemporary 
readers we can think about 
how we might read and 
interpret responsibly 
amidst multiple voices 


with humanity. For example, what at first appears in Deu- 
teronomy as the voice of God speaking through Moses with 
an authority that is final, becomes in the artistry of the writ- 
ers, an exploration of continual and open-ended interpreta- 
tion and application of divine commands. In spite of the 
warning from Moses in Deuteronomy 12:32 not to add to 
or take anything from everything that he commands, all the 
characters—Moses, Joshua, the narrator and even God—are 
shown to engage in interpretation, application and exten- 
sion of the commands. Another example occurs where Deu- 
teronomy claims there is only one way into the promised 
land, that of annihilation of the Canaanites. In contrast, 
however, the stories in Joshua and Judges report a myriad of 
other ways that Israel emerged on the land. Many of these 
alternate texts show that the early Israelites found ways to 
live beside the inhabitants of the land and include those 
inhabitants in Israel’s social and religious community. 

The covenant history writers collected the covenant law 
contained in Deuteronomy and wrote the theological his- 
tory contained in Joshua through 2 Kings. They blended 
foundational stories and ancient traditions with more recent 
theological insights. As sages expressing the religious ideals 
of their time, they expressed their covenant theology in 
the language and concepts of their context. Context made 
a difference. Further, rather than writing and preserving 
a text that speaks with a single perspective, these writers 
created a complexly voiced text. A dominant perspective 
is consistently placed against alternate perspectives which 
then transform its dominance. Primary paradigms that cre- 
ate frameworks for collections of stories are then modified 
by the stories themselves. This means that within the Bible 
itself, there is justification for appreciating diversity, for 
seeing that variety makes a world of difference. 


IN FRONT OF THE TEXT 


By looking at contemporary readers we can think about 
how we might read and interpret responsibly amidst mul- 
tiple voices. I have selected three contemporary writers 
from varied locations so we can listen as different voices 
interpret Scripture. 

Cyris Moon, a Korean scholar, wrote a contextual libera- 
tion theology, A Korean Minjung Theology: An Old Testament 
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Perspective. Moon interweaves the Old Testament story with 
the reality of oppressed and alienated people, the “min- 
jung.” He draws a parallel between the emergence of Israel in 
Canaan and events in Korea when the country was divided 
into wealthy, powerful groups struggling against the masses 
of minjung: widows, labourers and refugees. Moon proposes 
that the ancient Hebrews and the 20th century minjung are 
alike in awakening to their collective power and becoming 
more aware of their rightful place in society. 

Cheryl Exum, a North American scholar, in Fragmented 
Women: Feminist (Sub)versions of Biblical Narratives recog- 
nizes that the Bible was written in a patriarchal society and 
inevitably served the interests of the dominant male world- 
view. She argues that we can re-imagine women’s stories 
from the submerged strains of their voices in men’s stories. 
Exum demonstrates ways to read texts so that women char- 
acters reclaim their own stories through speech and action, 
bringing women out from the background and diminish- 
ing patriarchal control. For contemporary women, she says, 
this approach will help shape positive gender roles and 
expectations in society. 

In the Global Bible Commentary, Dora Mbuwayesango 
reads the book of Joshua from her context of Zimbabwe, 
whose inhabitants experienced brutal dispossession of their 
land during colonization by white settlers—a disturbing 
parallel to Israel’s conquest of the land in Joshua. She ques- 
tions whether the church can be a voice for justice today 
without critiquing the injustice, violence and exclusion 
depicted in the Joshua, where divine sanction is given to 
exterminating indigenous people. Mbuwayesango suggests 
that we should interpret Joshua as a warning against con- 
structing our Christian identity in a similarly violent and 
exclusivist fashion. 

These readings represent only a tiny sample of interpret- 
ers from all over the world. No longer is biblical interpre- 
tation what it was 50 years ago—a task for European and 
North American white educated males. Why should we 
take account of this diversity of reading contexts and bibli- 
cal interpretations in our own reading of the Bible? 

First: Christian regard for our neighbours. We must listen 
because these global interpreters are, in many instances, — 
our Christian brothers and sisters. In past centuries, our 
missionary efforts carried the gift of Christianity and won- 
derful medical and educational resources around the world. 
However, this too often came wrapped unwittingly in cul- 
tural assimilation and served the purposes of economic 
exploitation. Our global friends have suffered under inter- 
national economic and political systems that we have ben- 
efited from. How can we not listen? 

Second: the Bible. Deuteronomy deliberately expands the 
covenant community beyond land owning adult males, 
which would have been its culturally prescribed limits. 
Rather, by consistent appeal to remember that they were > 
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When reading the Bible, it is important 
to be aware that its original dominant 
cultural context submerged the voices 
of marginalized people 


once slaves in the Egyptian empire, 
the Israelite community is extended 
to include those whom empires treat 
as expendable. The inclusion of those 
who once had no _ place—widows, 
orphans and resident aliens—funda- 
mentally changed the nature of that 
community to encompass the perspec- 
tives, needs and rights of these “out- 
siders.” What happens if we take that 
radical inclusion as our analogy for our 
interpretive community today? 

Finally: Reformed emphasis on the 
sovereignty of God. God is the creator 
of all that is, including our existence 
itself, so all reality is firstly and finally 
defined by God. This makes all human 
creation limited—all human claims, 
ideas, knowledge and comprehension 
are only ever partial understandings 
of reality. This attitude suggests that 
everyone lives with a humility that 
allows us to be open to the other, to 
other understandings of what our faith 
means, to dialogue, and to discovery 
of new insights about Scripture from 
those who read in different contexts 
and thus read differently. 

So how shall we read? Here are 
some principles that help biblical 
interpretation today: 

—When reading the Bible, it is 
important to understand our social 
location and principles of interpreta- 
tion. Every reader’s own social loca- 
tion, where they stand in social struc- 
tures, their interests and assumptions, 
and their reading approaches shape 
how they read the Bible. 

—When reading the Bible, it is 
important to recognize the variety of 
voices within the Bible itself. We read 
well when we respect complexity and 
differences which reflect varied faith 
expressions and theologies that were 
preserved through the process of writ- 
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—When reading the Bible, it is ; 


important to be aware that its original 
dominant cultural context submerged 
the voices of marginalized people. We 
read well when we use strategies that 


help us imaginatively reconstruct the ~ 


world of the Bible and find submerged 
voices and new perspectives in texts. 

—When reading the Bible, it is 
important to recognize the variety of 
voices within biblical interpretation 
today. We read well when we take seri- 
ously the varied contexts and perspec- 
tives of interpreters around the world, 
especially the voices of marginalized 
interpreters who might wrongly be 
submerged below dominant voices. 

—When reading the Bible, it is 
important to remember that we read in 
and among communities of interpre- 
tation. Among globally diverse com- 
munities, we engage in biblical study, 
ecumenical dialogue, the willingness 
to rethink ideas, and interaction with 
those who hold very different inter- 
pretations. 

Amid distinctive contexts and mul- 
tiple readings of the Bible, we have a 
responsibility and opportunity for the 
practice of passionate and compassion- 
ate discussion. As informed and faithful 
readers of God’s living word, we need 
to listen well to our global neighbours. 
In this way, we read to respect dia- 
logue, find richness in texts, and create 
interdependence with other readers. It 
makes a world of difference! = 


Rev. Dr. Patricia Dutcher-Walls is dean 


of students and professor of the Hebrew — 
Bible at the Vancouver School of Theology. — 
This article is based on her inaugural lec- — 


ture as Full Professor at VST last Novem- 
ber. A study guide is available online. 
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Partnerships in Ending Hunger: 
CFGB and PWS&D 


WRITTEN BY HEATHER 
PLETT, RESOURCE 
DIRECTOR, CANADIAN 
FOODGRAINS BANK 


Published by PWS&D, 


resbyterian World Service & Development 

(PWS&D), is one of 15 church-based agencies 

that owns Canadian Foodgrains Bank (CFGB). 
Through these agencies, almost all Christian denomi- 
nations in Canada (32 in total) are represented by 
CFGB. Each member agency has a separate account 
made up of donations in the form of grain and cash for 
hunger related programming. Through CFGB, each 
agency can also access the 4:1 matching funds pro- 
vided by the Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA) for most programs. 

Let’s say Doug, a committed Presbyterian, is inter- 
ested in making a donation that will help end hunger 
for someone in Malawi. He makes a donation to Cana- 
dian Foodgrains Bank, and because he’s Presbyterian, 
he tells them to allocate his donation to PWS&D. Once 
it’s in the account, Susan, who does programming for 
PWS&D has access to this money. In response to a re- 
quest from the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian 
(CCAP), a PWS&D partner in Malawi, Susan helps de- 


velop a plan for delivering food aid in an area badly af- 
fected by drought. This plan is submitted to the CFGB 
office where it is reviewed and analyzed. The 4:1 CIDA 
match is applied so that a PWS&D contribution of 
$10,000 grows to $50,000. 

The program benefits a community living in a 
drought-stricken area of Malawi. Doug is happy because 
his donation was put to good use through an effective 
partnership between PWS&D, CFGB, CCAP and CIDA. 

Let’s all work together to end hunger through 
PWS&D and CFGB! 


Did You Know... 


PWS&D currently works with CFGB 


to combat hunger in Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, India, Ethiopia, DR Congo, 
Nicaragua, Tanzania, Malawi and Niger. 


www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd 


Connected with 
Partners in Malawi 
Through PWS&D 
and CFGB 


“My name is Florence Shawa. | have got my poem: 
Good education is the key to poverty reduction.” 


"JO BEGINS A STORY TOLD BY FLORENCE SHAWA, 
a young leader and mother of three children from a small vil- 
AJ lage in northern Malawi. When Florence met PWS&D staff in 
early 2009, she made sure to tell her story of the positive changes 
made to the lives of her family through education she received as 
part of aPWS&D/CFGB-supported program in her area. 

Florence now understands how she can improve her family’s 
health through proper nutrition, increase her crop yields, and pro- 
vide enough food for her family. 

Standing outside her humble home, Florence’s eyes sparkle as 
she gestures to the lush crop fields and the homes of her neighbours 
around her. “See educated people! We are like millionaires!” 

You can hear the story in Florence’s own words or read highlights 
by visiting www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd/florence 


To receive a copy of the full edition of PWSDevelopments, 


visit www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd/resources or Call 
1-800-619-7301 ext. 293. 


Photo: PWS&D 


Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: $ 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


EMAIL: 


ey | would like to receive PWSDevelopments regularly (free) 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D or make an online donation at 
www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd 


PWS&D gratefully acknowledges all individuals and congregations who support 
the development and relief work of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 


Redemption Songs 


Fulfil de Book. BY STUART MACDONALD 


ob Marley once sang, “Won’t 

you help to sing, these songs of 

freedom. ‘Cause all I ever have: 
Redemption Songs.” Amen. While love 
(getting it, losing it, dealing with the 
loss) is a major theme in most musical 
forms, songs about faith can be found 
where we expect them (church, gospel 
music) but also in unusual places, in 
popular music (folk, country, blues, 
rock, alternative). 

So here is an attempt to bring 
together the two ideas. Or as Marley 
sings: “We've go to fulfil de Book. Won't 
you help us sing: Redemption Songs.” 


POPULAR SONGS FOR 

THE CHURCH CALENDAR: 

Advent 

“Somebody’s coming who's going to 
change everything.” What could be 
more of an advent reminder? Each 
Advent I play Todd Snider’s Some- 
body’s Coming multiple times. It is a 
song which captures the hope of the 
season. Luke 1:46-55 (The Magnificat) 
seems to be the text behind this song. 
It is about the mighty losing power, 
and about hope for those carrying “I'll 
work for food signs.” Even though the 
name Jesus is never stated, there is little 


doubt who the “somebody” is: “Some- 
body’s coming, been here before, if 
you think you’re out of chances well 
you’ve got one mote...” 

ALSO RECOMMENDED: Christmas Lul- 
laby from Songs for a New World 


Christmas 

There is so much Christmas music, 
and so much of it is bad, that we often 
forget or never manage to find the 
gems. Steve Earle wrote Nothing But A 
Child for the Copperhead Road album. 
That a child could be God’s gift to us 
is a wonder then and now. It’s a > 
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song which can and should be sung 
in church. Even less known is Bill Mal- 
lonee’s Vigilante of Love with its haunt- 
ing On To Bethlehem. Mallonee’s lyr- 
ics are explicitly religious and deeply 
honest: “God wraps himself in human 
skin/for those who want to touch/ 
And God let them drive the nails in/ 
for those of us who know way too 
much.” 

ALSO RECOMMENDED: The Rebel Jesus 
by Jackson Browne. 


At its best Christian faith is about hope 
and healing, which to me is a powerful 
message in Epiphany. Marie Chapin Car- 
penter’s Jubilee is a song about welcome 


for those struggling to let go, to hear and 
to find: “And I can tell by the way you're 
standing with your eyes filling with tears/ 
That it’s habit alone that keeps you turn- 
ing for home, even though your home 
is here/ ... because the people who love 
you are waiting, and they’ll wait just as 
long as need be ...” 

ALSO RECOMMENDED: Chimes Of Free- 
dom by Bob Dylan 


I’m not sure if Lent is a harder or an 
easier season for which to find songs. 
There is a great deal that’s wrong in 
our lives and in our world and popular 
music reflects that. A few verses of Pink 
Floyd’s Money should be part of Lenten 
reflections each year—perhaps espe- 
cially at this time. Or, if we’re interested 
in reflecting on the cult of celebrity 
which our culture advocates so cease- 
lessly, Joe Walsh singing Life’s Been 
Good would be a powerful reminder— 
and antidote. If one were looking for 
something more straightforward, two 
songs worth considering are Steve 
Earle’s Jerusalem and Pink Floyd’s On 
The Turning Away. Jerusalem hopes for 
peace in the Middle East, despite the 
seemingly endless struggle. Steve Earle 
confronts the dilemma of maintain- 


At the end of June, I will be retiring from Knox College where, for the 


past 31 years, I have been responsible for Readers Services and 


Collection Development in Caven Library. I would like to express my 


appreciation to each of you — Knox students, graduates, past and 


present staff and faculty, as well as any of you who have used the 


Library's resources. You have given me many memories which 


I will cherish in the upcoming years. 


Thank you, 
Kathleen Gibson 


BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS 
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ing hope when “death machines were 
rumbling ‘cross the ground where Jesus 
stood.” Despite the brutal realities, he 
still ends by declaring: “But I believe 
that on that day all the children of Abra- 
ham will lay down their swords forever, 
in Jerusalem.” It is a prayer for peace in 
Lent and every day. On The Turning 
Away speaks to broader issues than the 
Middle East, but still acknowledges the 
problems and the pain. Again, the end- 
ing speaks of hope and commitment, 
“No more turning away, from the weak 
and the weary ...” even as it wonders 
“is it only a dream that there’ll be no 
more turning away?” 

ALSO RECOMMENDED: Could We Start 
Again, Please? from Jesus Christ Superstar 
plus, In The Garden by Van Morrison 
and Blowing In The Wind by Bob Dylan 
“Like a full force Gale, I’ve been lifted 
up again, I’ve been lifted up again, by 
the Lord.” Van Morrison captures the 
movement of the Spirit throughout 
the song. It’s vibrant, joyous and pow- 
erful. It’s the kind of song that is great 
to listen to or sing along with or strum 
on a guitar or play on a piano. 

ALSO RECOMMENDED: Faith by the Vio- 
lent Femmes; A Church Is Burning by 
Paul Simon; and, Church by Lyle Lovett 


This is a small selection. Many more 
could be added. Songs by Peter Gabriel 
or Bruce Springsteen, by Bruce Cock- 
burn or Paul Simon. What they would 
share in common would be expressions 
of hope and faith. Sometimes that faith 
would be explicit, at other times more 
subtle. What makes a song Christian? 
It’s a question I’ve struggled with over 
the years. One answer is that a song is 
Christian if it is written by and/or sung 
by a Christian. I have never found that 
a particularly helpful definition. Maybe 
it’s even the wrong question to ask. 
Maybe we should simply sing redemp- 
tion songs wherever we find them. @ 


Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald is professor 
of Church and Society at Knox College, 
Toronto. 
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Story 
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A Maveri 
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David Craig challenged the church. 8Y DON MACLEOD 


The Life and 
Thought of 

David Craig 

1937 - 2001: 
Canadian Presbyte- 
rian Missionary 
By Jason Zuidema 
Texts and Studies in 
Protestant History 
and Thought in Quebec—Volume 2 

Toronto (Clements Academic), 2008. 


avid Craig was an original; a 

craggy, feisty, opinionated and 

occasionally obstinate Canadi- 
an whose ministry among francophones 
was the latest in a string of Presbyterian 
attempts to speak to francophone Que- 
bec. He challenged the church at large 
to think outside the box. His untimely 
death robbed the Christian communi- 
ty in Canada of a creative and unusual 
witness. His inability to accommodate 
himself—and the other Reformed fran- 
cophone churches within his orbit— 
to the demands of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada meant that we also 
lost someone who had the potential of 
making our denomination a truly na- 
tional body. 

Jason Zuidema, a minister in the 
Eglise Reformée de Quebec (which Craig 
helped to inaugurate when he left the 
PCC), tells Craig’s story well. He spares 
nothing in the narrative of a boy who 
grew up bee-keeping in rural Ontario. 
The Craig family were Christian Breth- 
ren, but David came to the Reformed 


faith while at university in Waterloo, 
moving outside the margins of his child- 
hood fundamentalism with its narrow 
cultural and religious boundaries. 

At Presbyterian College, where he 
studied for the ministry, Craig was a 
maverick. It was while there that he 
met his remarkable wife Nancy who 
is a large part of his story. Her Chris- 
tian Brethren medical father had come 
from Ontario to evangelise in franco- 
phone Quebec at a time when there 
was strident opposition to Protestant- 
ism. Nancy’s missionary roots led the 
newly married couple out to Nigeria 
on graduation. There, working among 
the Ibos, they were caught up in the 
Biafran secession and the machina- 
tions of E. H. Johnson. Craig barely 
escaped with his life and his miracu- 
lous reprieve from death made head- 


lines in Canada. 

He came back, served briefly among 
youth at Fairview, Vancouver, took doc- 
toral studies in Neuchatel Switzerland, 
and then was sent by the Presbyterian 
Mission Board to the tiny and strug- 
gling Eglise St, Marc, Quebec City. It 
was a heady time for outreach by Prot- 
estants among the Quebecois, whose 
religious devotion had been challenged 
by secularism and Ja révolution tran- 
quille. Craig attracted a large number of 
keen students to his ministry. 

It is at the point of his departure 
from the Presbyterian Church, and the 
events that led up to it, and the separa- 
tion that ensued, the Jason Zuidema’s 
mettle as an historian is seen. He is 
even-handed and takes no side in what 
can only be described as a tragedy 
for both Craig and the Presbyterian 
Church. Craig’s sudden death at the 
age of 63 provided no opportunity for 
rapprochement or reconciliation. This 
biography is a must read for any who 
follow the story of French evangelisa- 
tion from its earliest roots in 19th cen- 
tury Canadian Presbyterianism to the 
present religious vacuum in Quebec. It 
is an account that has lessons for all of 
us in our denomination as we struggle 
with maintaining our unity amidst 
increasing theological diversity and 
cultural accommodation. 


Rev. Don Macleod’s latest book is C. 
Stacey Woods and the Evangelical 
Rediscovery of the University. 
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Christian 
Humour 


Not just a ship of fools. BY BRADLEY CHILDS 


was an oxymoron. Nothing worse 

than a bunch of stuffed shirts tell- 
ing each other boring jokes about Ath- 
aliah the daughter of King Ahab, right? 
Well, this newfangled thing called the 
interweb is just filled to the brim with 
entertainment, and because of that, it’s 
getting easier and easier to find good 
clean fun amongst the usual drivel. 
Now, I understand not everyone’s idea 
of funny is identical, especially when it 
comes to matters of religion; however, 
below I’ve listed some of what I think 
to be the best of Christian entertain- 
ment/humour available online. Enjoy! 


[= to think “Christian humour” 


The Wittenburg Door/The Door Magazine 
wittenburgdoor.com 

It’s sometimes referred to as the Mad 
Magazine of religion, and where else 
could you find headlines like “Anglican 
Steel Cage Death Match Might Be Post- 
poned” or “Virgin Mary found on Back 
of Grand Theft Auto,” yet still find a seri- 
ous interview with theological heavy- 
weight N.T. Write? Go to The Door for 
news, book and movie reviews, and stay 
for the satire. Oh, and did I mention 
that they sell The Best of God stuff: a 
massive collection of the craziest stuff to 
ever happen in televangelism. Trust me; 
it’s funnier than it sounds! Hint: Make 
sure not to miss Noah’s Blog. Here’s a 
little excerpt from Day 6: “So I was load- 
ing up the last of the animals last week 
when I walk past my neighbour Roger, 
the Molech-worshipper. He looks up and 
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says ‘Hey, looks like rain.’ True story.” 
Lark News 

larknews.com 

A satire of evangelicalism from the 
perspective of an evangelical? That is 
just what Lark News is all about. Some 
of its better articles include “Church 
measures attendance by weight” and 
“Mega-Church downsizes, cuts non- 
essential members.” Read Lark’s phony 
report on first-class options for Sun- 
day schools like fine dining and VIP 
entrances, but whatever you do don’t 
leave without visiting the store. How 
could I ever have lived without my 
“Homeschooled & Wild” t-shirt? 


The Holy Observer 

holyobserver.com 

The Holy Observer jokes that its website 
is sponsored by Pilate Antibacterial Soap: 
the soap that “removes dirt, grease, bac- 
teria, blood, guilt and more!”—but they 
should probably be using that soap. 
From its top 10 list of non-swear words 
you still shouldn’t say to its article titles 
like “Millions More Damned For Harry 
Potter-Related Sins” to its contest to 
vote for the “cheesiest Christian pat 
answer,” the Holy Observer is one great 
place to find a few relaxing minutes of 
humour. The only drawback is its lack 
of recent updates. Nevertheless, you’ll 
have plenty of fun perusing the archives 
and gawking at past choices for church 
“sign of the month.” 


Ship of Fools 

ship-of-fools.com 

By far my favourite, Ship of Fools is 
filled to the brim with great stuff. You 
can read the articles, join a discussion 
forum (after you read their version of 
the 10 Commandments), and look in 
on the Mystery Worshipper (a real live 
visitor to churches around the world 
who rates the comfort of the pews and 
length of the service). You can check 
out the craziest kitsch in Gadgets for 
God (including the Armour of God 
pajamas and the Jesus-chair you have 
to see to believe) or wander through the 
video collection of hilarious blunders 
and preaching babies. If you’re the kind 
of person who has ever seen a piece of 
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religious ridiculousness and found it 
both overtly tacky yet simultaneously 
alluring, this is the perfect site for you. 


FOR KIDS 

Wonderzone _ 

wonderzone.com 

For younger children, a great site to visit 
would be Wonderzone. Make avatars, 
watch videos, play games, chat with 
friends, or even do family devotions. 
Wonderzone is a great place for you and 
your kids to visit together. 


Praise Kidz 

praize.com/kidz 

Praise Kidz is another good site for your 
kids. It has colouring pages, a Christian 
question and answer section, clubs, 
music, games, quizzes/polls, and movie 
reviews. It’s safe, fun, and fit for the 
whole family. @ 


Brad Childs is pastoral associate at 
Dayspring, Edmonton. 


The Most 
Beautiful 
Church 


As the beholder, you define beautiful 
any way you want: architecture, 
location, mission, worship, people. 
Choose your words and images well. 
Be creative; make a collage, write a 
poem. Any way to prove that yours is 
the most beautiful church. 

-NTER SEND 200 WORDS AND UP TO 
FIVE PHOTOGRAPHS TO: 


BEAUTIFULCHURC 
PRESBYTERIANRECORD.CA. 


ALL 
IMAGES MUST BE HIGH RESOLUTION JPGS 
(MINIMUM OF 300 DPI AT 8”X 10”) 
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KNOX SUMMER FELLOWSHIP 2009 


Seeing Ourselves as God Sees Us 
Summer Fellowship provides a chance to go 
- deeper in biblical teaching, bringing together 
people from all across the Greater Toronto 
Area. Come for refreshments and then stay to 
feed on the Word of God! 


Wednesday Evenings (Jun 17 - Aug 19) 
6:45 pm Refreshments 


June 17 John Vissers | The Presbyterian Wonderfully Made | 


Principal College, Montreal, PQ Psalm 139 


Victor Shepherd Tyndale Seminary Eternally Loved 
Professor of Systematic Toronto, ON Romans 8.28-39 
and Historical Theology 


Canada Day No Meeting 


Bryn MacPhail St. Giles Kingsway Fully Forgiven 
Senior Minister _ Presbyterian Church = Hebrews 10.1-18 
Toronto, ON 


John Bowen Wycliffe College Deeply Fallen 
Associate Professor of Toronto, ON Romans 3.9-20 
Evangelism and 

Director of the Institute 

of Evangelism 


July 22 Greg Scharf Trinity Evangelical Greatly Blessed 
Associate Professor Divinity School Ephesians 1.3-14 
and Chair of Pastoral Deerfield, IL 

Theology oo 


Kevin Livingston Knox Presbyterian Old Yet New 
Senior Minister Church, Toronto ON Ephesians 4.17-32 


Donald Carson Trinity Evangelical Weak Yet Strong 
_ Research Professor of — Divinity School 2 Corinthians 
‘NewTestament = peat eld, Le ~12.1-10 


Dennis Ngien Tyndale Seminary, Poor Yet Rich 
Research Professor of Toronto, ON 1 Corinthians 
Theology 4.8-13; 2 
Corinthians 6.3-10 


August 12 


_ Glen Taylor — Wycliffe College Dying Yet Alive 
Associate Professor of Toronto, ON 1 Corinthians 
Old Testamentand —— a a, 15.35-58 
Biblical Proclamation La 


fare sanouany) is air-conditioned 
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Knox College 
MASTER of DIVINITY 


Hyung Jun Ahn Elaine Anderson Bradford Blaikie Jacquelyn Foxall 
Yum-Kwang Korean Diploma of the College Diploma of the College Diploma of the College 
Markham, Ont. Knox, St. Catharines, Ont. St. Andrew's, Fredericton, N.B.  St.Andrew’s, Kitchener, Ont. 


Mn HA OMALS 
Michael Hamilton Jeonghee Ryu Chiayin Wu Eun-Ju Chung 
Diploma of the College Mil Al Korean, Toronto Toronto Formosan Diploma of the College 
Vaughan, Thornhill, Ont. 


Cheyne, Stoney Creek, Ont. 


MASTER of THEOLOGICAL STUDIES MASTER «of THEOLOGY 


Gloria Chung Michael Walker Joon Bum Chun 
Church of the Resurrection, | Summerside, P.E.I. Young Nak Korean, 


North York, Ont. Toronto 
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The Presbyterian College, Montreal 
MASTER / DIVINITY 


wilh bestineliol 


Denise Allen-Macartney Katherine Burgess David Clark Barbara Duguid Marc Fraser 


Diploma of the College Diploma of the College Diploma of the College Certificate of the General Diploma of the College 
Knox, Manotick, Ont. St. Andrew's, St.John’s, Nfld. — St.Andrew & St.Paul,Montreal Assembly. St. Andrew's, St. Matthew’s, Saint John, N.B. 


St. Lambert, Que. 


Victor Gavino Sybil Mosley Michael Rundle Robert Wilson 


Diploma of the College Diploma of the College Diploma of the College Diploma of the College 
Cote des Neiges, Montreal Cornerstone Community, First Church, Hopewell, N.S. St. James, North Yarmouth, Ont. 
Woodbridge, Ont. 


Vancouver School of Theology 


MASTER 0/ MASTER 0/ PRESBYTERIAN 
DIVINITY THEOLOG DIPLOMA 


Barbara Pilozow Rebecca Simpson Heetae Park James Smith Parker Shieh 


First, Kenora, Ont. Galilee Korean, Vancouver 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION THEOLOGICAL STUDIES 
Hyun Jung Lee Jin Woo Choi 
(not photographed) (not photographed) 
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HELLO 
WORLD 


Looking 
Forward to 
Witness 


An M.Div Grad on her current state of mind. 
BY REBECCA SIMPSON 


inishing a field placement with 
fe moderator of General 

Assembly Rev. Dr. Hans Kou- 
wenberg, | found myself on Easter 
morning with a front row seat for the 
baptism of seven people from two dif- 
ferent families, and all different ages. 
My job was to help get folks in order 
and aid in handing out Bibles and cer- 
tificates of baptism. 

After Hans spoke about the grace 
of God that is expressed in the sacra- 
ment of baptism he quipped that Pres- 
byterians have no qualms about full 
immersion baptism, the amount of 
water is not what is important, what 
is important is what God is doing in 
our lives when we are baptized. 

The first to be baptized was a 
mother—an earnest young woman 
with children similar in age to mine, 
she talked about her experience of coming to Calvin, 
Abbotsford, B.C., and how she was drawn into the com- 
munity and wanted to learn more about Jesus Christ and 
his precious gift of salvation. 

Together she and her husband professed their faith and 
received baptism as did their two daughters. There was an 
air of calm assurance and hopeful anticipation among the 
whole family, especially the oldest daughter, who is six 
years old. As the sparkle of the water sounded in my ears 
and the little girl’s dripping face beamed up toward Pastor 
Hans, my heart welled with awe at the evidence of God’s 
reconciliation in action. 
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I know that baptism is something 
that many of us witness with tears 
in our eyes and deep emotions of 
thanksgiving for our sharing in this 
sacrament. Along with all of this I 
could not get over the ‘front row seat’ 
I had the privilege of occupying ... it 
became real to me in that moment 
that some day, more sooner than later, 
I will be offered a front row seat again 
and again. 

Not only did I let my mind wonder 
over the zany imaginings of just how 
one my size might aid in a full immer- 
sion baptism of a man the height of 
the one in front of me (I am 5’4” and 
he is, well, tall!) ... but I felt invited to 
someday step into the scene and let 
my hand be the bearer of the water 
that signifies our being risen again 
with Christ in baptism. 

What a gift that moment was to me and to all of us 
who witnessed it. So when I am asked today about my 
state of mind as a fresh M.Div. graduate, I can only say I 
look forward to having the best seat in the house for the 
most important events of my sisters and brothers in the 
faith. I look forward to witnessing God’s grand gift of love 
spilled out for us, broken for us, whetting us, offered to us 
over and over again, growing, steadfast and never ending. 
Amen. @ 


Soon-to-be-Rev. Simpson is a graduate from Vancouver School 
of Theology. You can see her photo on page 35. 
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THEOLOGY 101 


The Forgotten God 


Rediscovering the Holy Spirit. BY JOHN VISSERS 


he Holy Spirit has sometimes 

been referred to as the Cinder- 

ella of Christian theology; when 
the other two “sisters” of the Trinity 
were taken to the party, the Spirit was 
left at home. 

We begin, therefore, by asking 
whether the Holy Spirit is an invited 
(dare I say welcome!) guest in our 
churches. The Canadian Presbyte- 
rian theologian Walter Bryden once 
offered this friendly provocation: 
“The average church member would 
not be a little upset were a fellow 
worshipper to insist on speaking to 


him in regard to the ‘joy’ to be had in 
the Holy Spirit.” 

It is true that speaking about the 
Holy Spirit, even amongst minis- 
ters, elders and theological students, 
is sometimes met with an awkward 
silence or a blank stare. But perhaps 
we come by this honestly. Our creeds 
and confessions are frequently silent 
on the subject, with the result that we 
ignore what the Bible says. (Have you 
ever noticed, for example, that the 
Westminster Confession of Faith has 
no chapter on the Holy Spirit?) 

On the other hand, Augustine 


urged caution when speaking about 
the Holy Spirit because the Spirit 
“withdraws from us into the mystery 
even more than Christ.” This sense 
of mystery is picked up in the best 
selling novel The Shack. The main 
character meets God the Holy > 


online extra 


THEOLOGY GOT YOU THINKING? 

BRING OUR ONLINE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
TO YOUR NEXT STUDY GROUP AND FIND 
OUT WHAT OTHERS THINK ABOUT SOME 

OF FAITH’S BIGGEST QUESTIONS. 
www.presbyterianrecord.ca 
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Trinity at a run-down cabin in the 
woods. The Holy Spirit is depicted as a 
distinctively Asian-looking woman of 
northern Chinese or Nepalese or even 
Mongolian ethnicity, whose presence 
is elusive. 

So what are we to make of the 
Spirit? In Christian teaching, the Holy 
Spirit refers to the wind or breath 
of God (ruah in Hebrew, pneuma in 
Greek). Throughout the Bible this 
“spirit” is at work—creating, revealing 
and saving. Jesus was conceived and 
baptized by the Spirit. He promised 
that the same Spirit would accom- 
pany the disciples after his death. 
And on the day of Pentecost, this 
promised Spirit was poured out upon 
those disciples who constituted the 
early church. 

During the fourth century, with 
the development of the doctrine of 
the Trinity, the Spirit was acknowl- 
edged as the presence 
and power of God in 
person. Thus Basil, the 
great theologian of the 
Holy Spirit, taught that 
the Spirit of God is the 
Lord and life-giver, to 
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Throughout the Bible this “spirit” is at 
work—creating, revealing, and saving. 
Jesus was conceived and baptized by the Spirit 


First, the entrance of the Eastern 
Orthodox churches into the ecumen- 
ical movement has made a rich spiri- 
tual tradition more easily accessible. 
The doctrine of the Holy Spirit has 
always played a prominent role in 
Eastern Orthodox theology, especially 
in its understanding of the Trinity, 
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it. That’s not to say that everything 
about global Pentecostalism should be 
embraced and encouraged. But no one 
can look at what is happening in the 
churches of the global south without 
acknowledging that an important 
dimension of Christian faith has been 
rediscovered. 

Third, there has been an increasing 
awareness of the Spirit’s workin society. 
The World Council of Churches met 
in 1991 under the theme Come Holy 
Spirit—Renew The Creation. The focus 
of this ecumenical gathering was on 
the work of the Holy Spirit in rela- 
tion to the church’s witness for peace, 
justice and care for creation. And on 
the heels of this, in 1998, Pope John 
Paul II declared a year of special devo- 
tion to the Spirit in preparation for 
the third millennium. 

Fourth, the rise of interfaith dialogue 
has reinforced the need for a robust 
doctrine of the Spirit. As 
Christians, we encounter 
people of other religions 
who already have a faith. 
We acknowledge that 
their lives give evidence 
of devotion and rever- 
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be worshipped and 

glorified together with the Father and 
the Son, words that found their way 
into the Creed of Nicea and Constan- 
tinople in AD 381. 

In fairness to our own Reformed 
tradition, we’re good at emphasizing 
certain aspects of the Spirit’s work: 
the Holy Spirit is God with us, speaks 
through the Scriptures, enables people 
to believe, and forms and equips the 
church. Contemporary interest in 
spirituality is a sign that we have not 
forgotten about the Spirit altogether. 
And we gather for worship weekly, 
believing that the Holy Spirit enables 
God’s word to be heard in preaching 
and God’s grace to be received in the 
sacraments. 

At the same time, we have a lot 
to learn and experience about the 
ministry of the Spirit, especially 
through the witness of others. Let me 
offer four examples: 
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salvation, and the church. Roman 
Catholics and Protestants tend to 
subordinate the Holy Spirit to both 
the Father and the Son (the so-called 
“filioque” clause). Not so the Eastern 
Orthodox; they tend to emphasize the 
Spirit’s distinctive role in the Trinity. 
This has been a helpful note. 

Second, the dramatic spread of the 
Pentecostal movement throughout the 
world, especially among the poor and 
the marginalized, has made us wake 
up to the significance of the Spirit’s 
supernatural power. Many churches in 
Asia, Africa and Latin America remind 
us that the extraordinary gifts of the 
Spirit have not ceased. The Canadian 
Presbyterian response to such move- 
ments has been, at best, muted (see 
the church doctrine committee’s 1976 
report); sometimes downright hostile. 
This has been spiritual snobbery on 
our part, and we should repent of 


ence for life. As Living 
Faith puts it, “We recognize that truth 
and goodness in them are the work of 
God’s Spirit, the author of all truth.” In 
other words, religious pluralism does 
not require us to back away from bibli- 
cal claims concerning the saving work 
of Christ. It invites us, rather, to redis- 
cover the Spirit. The Spirit who bears 
witness to Jesus as Lord is the same 
Spirit at work in people of other faiths. 
All that said, when it comes to the 
Spirit, we must confess that words still 
fail us. Perhaps the ancient prayer of 
Ambrose (c.339-397) gets us close: “O 
Lord, who has mercy on all ... merci- 
fully kindle in me the fire of your 
Holy Spirit.” 


Rev. Dr. John Vissers is the principal of 
The Presbyterian College, Montreal. His 
latest book, available through the Book 
Room, is The Neo-Orthodox Theology 
of W. W. Bryden. 
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Reform 


Calvin, Capitalism and Canada. BY BARRY MACK 


here was, undoubtedly, a connection between Calvin- 
ism and “the Spirit of Capitalism.” An ethic of hard 
work and frugality tends towards capital accumula- 
tion. Combined with a willingness to take entrepreneurial 
risk in expectation of divine blessing, Calvinism provided 
a favourable cultural environment for capitalist success. As 
Pierre Berton tells it in The National Dream: “It was [a] hard 
ethic, so forcefully expressed ... that explains the domi- 
nance of the Scot in pioneer Canada ... For the Scots it was 
work, save and study; study, save and work. The Irishmen 
outnumbered them as they did the English, but the Scots 
ran the country. Though they formed only one fifteenth 
of the population they controlled the fur trade, the great 
banking and financial houses, the major educational insti- 
tutions, and to a considerable degree, the government.” 
The connection between the Calvinist ethos and com- 
mercial success is a cliché. Less well known is the other side 
of the tradition—Calvin’s critique of greed and Capitalist 
excess. Sixteenth century Geneva was not a place of unfet- 


tered and socially irresponsible economic speculation. Life 
was ordered according to the word of God. Receiving interest 
on investments was permitted, but sharp practice was disci- 
plined. Interest was not charged on loans to the poor; educa- 
tion and hospital care for them was free; deacons tended to 
widows and orphans. Calvin expounded the commandment 
“Thou shalt not steal”by noting that “there are many kinds 
of theft. Though they may be obtained by an action at law, 
a different decision is given by God. He sees the long train 
of deception by which the man of craft begins to lay nets 
for his more simple neighbour, until he entangles him in its 
meshes—sees the harsh and cruel laws by which the power- 
ful oppresses and crushes the feeble—sees the enticements 
by which the more wily baits the hook for the less wary, 
though all these escape the judgment of man .... Everyone 
who performs not what he owes to others, keeps back or 
makes away with what does not belong to him [is guilty of 
theft before God.] Obeying the commandment means that 
we hasten not to heap up wealth cruelly wrung from the > 
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“The Irishmen outnumbered them, as they did the English, but the Scots ran 
the country. Though they formed only one fifteenth of the population they 
controlled the fur trade, the great banking ... houses, the major educational 
institutions and ... the government” 


blood of others; [not] by means lawful 
and unlawful eagerly scraping together 
whatever may glut our avarice or meet 
our prodigality, but rather contribut- 
ing to the relief of those whom we see 
under the pressure of difficulties; assist- 
ing them out of our abundance.” 

The “disenchantment of nature” 
and the rational organization of the 
economy—key factors in the birth of 
the modern world—were accompa- 
nied by a Calvinist critique of church 
and society. Rather than accepting the 
social hierarchy as fixed and divinely 
ordained, social arrangements were 
viewed as provisional; constructed by 
human beings and subject to judgment 
according to the word of God. Under 
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the influence of Reformed doctrine, 
subjects became active and vocal citi- 
zens and claimed responsibility for the 
society. When an irritated Mary Queen 
of Scots protested to John Knox “What 
are ye within this commonwealth?” 
he replied, “A subject born within the 
same, Madam.” The Puritan minister, 
Thomas Case, preaching to the English 
House of Commons on the eve of the 
Civil War provides a heady sense of the 
new wine of social reform: “Reforma- 
tion must be universal ... reform all 
places, all persons and callings; reform 
the benches of judgment, the inferior 
magistrates. ... Reform the universities, 
reform the cities, reform the countries, 
reform inferior schools of learning, 
reform the Sabbath, reform the ordi- 
nances, the worship of God ... you have 
more work to do than I can speak ... 
Every plant which my heavenly Father 
hath not planted shall be rooted up.”) 
Under the impact of Evangelical 
revivalism and the individualistic ethic 
that it fostered, this prophetic strand of 
Calvinism was suppressed in the 18th 
and 19th centuries. It became com- 
mon for rich businessmen to see their 
wealth as a sign of God’s favour and to 
regard the wretched poverty of workers 
as God’s will. The grossly unequal dis- 
tribution of this world’s goods could be 
complacently attributed to the mysteri- 
ous and predestined purposes of God. 
For the most part, ministers (whose sti- 
pends depended on the contributions of 
businessmen in the pews) did not see fit 
to challenge such assumptions. In Can- 
ada, it was the Rev. George Monro Grant 
(great grandfather of Michael Ignatieff) 
who took on the mantle of Calvinist 
prophet. First as minister of St. Mat- 
thew’s, Halifax (1862 -1877) and then 
until his death as principal of Queen’s 
University in 1902, goaded an indus- 
trializing Canada with Calvin’s insight 
that there are numerous ways to engage 


in theft, some more obvious than oth- 
ers. In a 1892 address in Toronto to the 
Alliance of Reformed Churches on the 
Wage Question, he railed against “Sir 
Gorgias Midas, or that far nobler Mam- 
mon worshiper, Plugson of Undershott” 
and the fact that “the Church allows the 
former to sleep in a cushioned pew, and 
it has actually sung the praises of the lat- 
ter ... This will not do. The Church must 
manage somehow to get better weights 
and balances, on penalty of having itself 
weighed and found wanting.” 

One of those who may well have 
been sitting in the pews that day was a 
young student of economics and politi- 
cal science, W.L. Mackenzie King. A few 
years later, after one of Grant’s sermons at 
St. Andrew’s, King Street, Toronto (when 
he came to ask for advice on graduate 
schools) Grant pushed him on the ques- 
tion of vocation. After a sleepless night, 
King concluded that his piety and ambi- 
tion pointed in other directions than the 
ministry of word and sacrament. It was 
under the political direction of Mack- 
enzie King, however, and a stream of 
Queen’s trained civil servants from Pres- 
byterian homes, beginning with Adam 
Shortt and O.D. Skelton, that “the gov- 
ernment generation” in Ottawa tamed 
the excesses of industrial capitalism in 
Canada and created the welfare state. 

Such residual Calvinist influence 
remained potent in Canada well into 
the 20th century. The recent crisis of 
confidence in the global stock mar- 
ket suggests that its disappearance in 
North American society may not have 
been a change for the better. m 


Rev. Dr. Barry Mack is minister of St. 
Andrew’s in St. Lambert, Quebec. He 
teaches a course on Church History at 
Presbyterian College and has been work- 
ing on a book on the Rev. G.M.Grant for 
longer than he and his wife, Anita, care 
to remember. 
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Who Is This? 


We’re in the boat with Jesus. BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE ILLUSTRATION BY PHIL IRISH 


Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Mark 4:35-41 


ark tells us Jesus spent a whole day in a boat. The 
crowd around him was so big, and so persistent. 
He ended up in the water. His friends pushed the 
boat a few yards out from shore. Jesus sat there and began 
to teach (4:1,2). Even on a sloping beach, do you suppose 
they all could see him? Let alone hear him. 
This isn’t a photographic report of an event. This is 
a painting-with-words of a person. To say “he sat down” 
paints a rabbi. A teacher of wisdom. One with author- 
ity. Who knew his Bible. And his history. And his people. 
When Mark paints a boat he means something bigger than 
a Galilee boat, which isn’t much longer than a Lunenburg 
dory. Mark paints an Ark of a boat. 


When Christians began to draw pictures to represent the 
church, they drew boats with cross-shaped masts. When 
they set apart spaces we might recognize as churches, they 
called the place where people gathered the navis, the boat. 
That’s where we get the word “nave.” 

At the end of a long day teaching, Jesus says, “Let us go 
across to the other side.” We know the story well. A storm 
blows up. Not just a gusty tempest on little Lake Gali- >» 


about the artist 
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Out on the open sea we realize how small we are. All there is beneath 
the boat is deep, deep water. Chaos. The uncreated. All there was before God 
began to speak. In our Gospel story they remember Genesis, chapter one 


lee. For Mark the perfect storm. Jesus is 
asleep. Why not? He’s tired. He’s sur- 
rounded by experienced sailors. 

Sailors who are scared out of their 
wits! Jesus is with them. And they’re 
still not safe! They’re about to die. 
And this One they’re beginning to un- 
derstand, starting to trust, wanting to 
love doesn’t care! 

Out on the open sea we realize 
how small we are. All there is beneath 
the boat is deep, deep water. Chaos. 


The uncreated. All there was before 
God began to speak. In our gospel 
story they remember Genesis, chap- 
ter one. When they’re scared on the 
sea they may well fear they are where 
God isn’t. 

Before they met Jesus, his fisher 
friends were on the water every day 
but Sabbath. Every day depending on 
their little boats. Taking their liveli- 
hood from the lake. Always watching 
for a storm. 


Save 20% on books from 
www.woodlakebooks.com 
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“WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR?” 


Migration and Belonging Study Tour 


How can we be better neighbours to uprooted people? Visit Presbyterian 
Church in Canada partners working with refugees and migrants. 


Be a part of this tour by contacting Lindsey Hepburn, 
lhepburn@presbyterian.ca or 1-800-619-7301 (ext 259) 
www.presbyterian.ca/experiencemission /trips 
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Here they are in a hurricane. With 
Jesus asleep on a cushion! When they 
call, Jesus gets up. Rebukes the demon- 
ic wind and sea. The wind ceases, and 
there’s a “dead calm” (39). What does 
he say after that? “Calm down. It’s all 
right now?” No. It’s, “Why are you 
afraid? Have you still no faith?” 

Mark doesn’t say what Jesus does 
next. I think he goes back to sleep. But 
his friends? Disciples. Sailors. Mem- 
bers of the church. Mark’s Greek says, 
“And they feared a great fear .. .” 

“Who then is this, that even the 
wind and the sea obey him?” (41) This 
is much more than a tale about a mir- 
acle Jesus worked for his friends dur- 
ing an evening sail. This is gospel wit- 
ness to the One who has power over 
the world he created. In his presence, 
when he is at work, we should fear a 
great fear. 

William Willimon (Pulpit Resource) 
sees two kinds of fear in this story. 
“There’s the fear of the death-deal- 
ing storm. You get a bad report after 
your yearly physical, you see the tow- 
ers fall, the cloud, the great crash, a 
world ended, the church parking lot 
is empty, the water and the waves.” 
That’s Good Friday fear. But Jesus gets 
up, speaks into the raging storm, and 
makes peace. That brings another kind 
of fear. Easter fear. “Who is this? Even 
death is subject to him? It isn’t over 
until he says it’s over! He makes a way 
when there was no way! And it scares 
the wits out of us.” 

There’s so much fear in churches 
today! What scares us more? The pos- 
sibility the church as we know it may 
die? Or the promise that, if we look 
beyond ourselves and our fears, the 
risen Christ will lead us into some- 
thing new. 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe lives and 
teaches in Halifax. 
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The Stuttering Servant 


If Balaam’s donkey can do it... BY PHIL CALLAWAY ILLUSTRATION BY JONNY MENDELSSON 


recent cover of Time asked, 

“What Scares You Most?” How 

would you respond? Hundreds 
of phobias were listed including 
Arachibutyrophobia, which is fear of 
peanut butter sticking to the roof of 
your mouth! My dog has this fear, but 
I do not. However, I do experience the 
number one fear among humans— 
speaking in public. 


I set the phone down, 
noticing that my 
knuckles were sweating. 
I’m no preacher, 

I thought 


After the release of my first book, 
the phone rang. I answered. “Phil, 
we would like you to speak to our 
high school graduating class,” said 
a sweet voice from a nearby school. 
“You went to high school once, so we 
thought you’d have something to tell 
the graduates.” 

“Um ...” I stammered, “I would 
rather crawl across molten metal in a 
loincloth.” No, I didn’t say that. But 
I did say, “Well ... uh ... let me think 
about it for a minute. There, I thought 
about it. I can’t. I just get too nervous. 
My lips quiver. My knees knock. My 
liver hurts. I drool. But ... um ... thanks 
anyway. Please call me again. In about 
four hundred years.” 

The lady managed a polite laugh 


before hanging up. 

I set the phone down, noticing that 
my knuckles were sweating. I’m no 
preacher, I thought. 

The calls continued to come. “Phil, 
would you come and speak to us.” 

I told each caller the same thing. 
“T can’t. My tongue gets swollen. My 
mind goes blank. What if my kidney 
explodes?” 

One night I went home and told 


my wife about it. She said, “Honey, do 
you remember in Scripture where God 
used Balaam’s donkey to talk? Maybe 
He could use you?” 

I think it was intended as a compli- 
ment. 

That night I got on my knees and 
said some simple words. “Lord, what- 
ever you want I am yours. Whatever 
you want, I will do. If you can use a 
guy like me, that’s truly amazing.” > 
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A week later the phone rang. I stood 
there with the phone in my hand, 
thinking about the question. 

I said yes that day to the lady on 
the phone. I think I surprised us both. 
But that night I understood why. I had 
been reading the Bible through in a 
year (sometimes I make it, sometimes I 
don’t) and I had just reached the book 
of Exodus. When Moses, later to be 


dubbed The Prince of Egypt stood before 
a burning bush, he heard God’s call 
and winced. “Wait a minute, Lord,” 
he said. “Not me. I stutter. My knees 
knock. I drool.” And the Lord said, 
“That’s okay. I can work with that.” 

And He did. 

Today, believe it or not, speaking 
one hundred times a year is one of the 
most rewarding things I get to do. Not 


Wills that Changed the World 
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William the Conqueror 
Conquered England and turned the King’s English into French 


William Tyndale 
Translated the Bible into English 


William Shakespeare 
English playwright and poet 


William Penn 


English Quaker who founded Pennsylvania on 
the principle of religious freedom 


William Gates 
Founder of Microsoft and co-founder of 
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 


Alfred Nobel 


Inventor of dynamite and founder of the Nobel Prizes 


Surprised to find an Alfred among all the Wills? You shouldn’t be. 

Sometimes our Last Will and Testament can be the most lasting 

legacy we leave behind. Alfred Nobel’s will changed his legacy 

from “the man who invented dynamite” to “the man who founded 

the Nobel Prizes.” With a stroke of the pen, Nobel changed the 

way we remember his name and turned the destructive power 
of dynamite into a force to help build a better world. 


What is your legacy going to be? a 3 


To learn how you can provide a lasting legacy through your will, contact: 
The Planned Giving Office, The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C IJ?, 1-800-619-7301 
www.presbyterian.ca/plannedgiving/willsandbequests 


Planting reeds of hope. For generations to come: 


because I’m so wonderful. But because 
He is. Not because I’m strong, or bril- 
liant, or always prepared. But because 
Christ’s power is made perfect in weak- 
ness. 2 Corinthians 12:9 tells us so. 

I’ve lived 47 years on this planet. 
And few things I’ve learned are more 
profound than this: God continually 
chooses the most under-qualified to 
do His work. Because they know they 
can’t do it by themselves, and they 
never forget Who deserves the credit. 

How about you? 

Is there something rewarding you're 
missing because of fear? Remember that 
fear is the little darkroom where nega- 
tives are developed. So face that fear, 
prayerfully. You never know what God 
will do. And when good things happen, 
never forget Who gets the credit. m 


Phil Callaway is editor of Servant maga- 
zine and the author of 24 books. Visit him 
online at www.philcallaway.com 
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to Celebrate our 
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Saturday : Gala Dinner 


Sunday Morning: Specail worship 
with Rev. Dr. John Visser 
Combined choirs Past & Present 


Sunday Evening: Worship with 
Old Fashioned Sunday Night 
Gospel Hymn Sing 
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519 843 5297 
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To place an ad call Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1LO0. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 

Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND, 


_ Ecclesiastical 
Refinishing __ 
Group Ltd 


Sanctuary Restoration 
Plaster Restoration 
Design Services 
Custom Painting 


P.O. Box 1502. 
Kingston, Ont. Canada K7L 5C7 
Tel: 613-549-9250 

Fax: 613-549-3364. 
www.ecclesiasticalgroup.com 


New Horizons 


TOWER 


Toronto Bed and Breakfast serving 
mature adults for 35 years. See the latest 
show, ROM, AGO, TSO and much more! 
Close to downtown, hospitals, 24 hour 
security...steps to subway or bus, 
beautifully appointed single and double 
rooms, parking included...VISA, reasonable 
rates-Reserve today. Ask about our 
Boutique Hostel...Felisa (416) 536-6111 
www.newhorizonstower.com 


ATTENTION MINISTERS 
List your church's information and summer 
hours in the “Summer Directory” appearing in 
July/August issue. Contact Carol McCormick: 
905-833-6200 x 25; 
cmccormick@canadads.com 
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As We Gather 
Once Again 


We are laying down the foundation for the future. 


BY REV. CHEOL SOON PARK 


sk is a small craft sitting on 
my desk. It is a sailboat; not your 
fancy dream yacht but a typical 
souvenir sailboat. It is carved out of 
wood and the sail is made of dried 
palm leaves hanging on a tiny mast. It 
is so rough and coarse that you might 
wonder if it will actually float and sail. 
It is from Vanuatu, a South Pacific 
island. I received it from our guests of 
the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu 
to the 134th General Assembly. It is 
a precious reminder of the sacrifice 
many of our ancestors paid. 

Rev. John and Mrs. Charlotte 
Geddie left Nova Scotia 160 years 
ago for Vanuatu. They were Presbyte- 
rian missionaries who had a vision to 
serve the South Pacific region with the 
gospel. It took them three years to get 
to Vanuatu. Soon after they arrived on 
the island, John was martyred. The 
people in Nova Scotia were deeply 
saddened by the tragic news and his 
brother decided to go to Vanuatu. He 
also was martyred on the island. Many 
more martyrs followed. Now the majo- 
rity of Vanuatu’s residents are Chri- 
stians. They are the fruits of the gospel 
that was planted 160 years ago. 

There is a stone monument stan- 
ding beside the entrance to my church 
building. It is the monument of Rev. 
Dr. Jack McIntosh and a part of his 
ashes are buried under the monument. 
Rev. Dr. Jack and Mrs. Beth McIntosh 
left Canada to serve Koreans in Japan 
in 1961 as Jack graduated from Knox 
College. They served Koreans in Japan 
as if they were their own brothers 
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and sisters. Jack and Beth were acti- 
vely involved in many projects inclu- 
ding a petition to the Japanese gover- 
nment to improve the human right of 
Koreans in Japan. During this long and 
tedious legal fight against the Japanese 
government, Jack’s health deteriorated 
and it eventually forced him to retire 
from ministry. They both came back 
to Canada in 2001 after 40 years of 
service in Japan. Jack passed away that 
same year to join those who had been 
called before him. 

There is a stonewall standing in the 
center of Yanbian University of Science 
and Technology, China. On the wall, 
along with Psalm 23 inscribed on the 
marble surface, there is the name of 
Mr. Chung-Il Ha, a Korean-Canadian 
elder from Vancouver who volunte- 
ered to teach at YUST. It is a university 
founded by Korean Christians who had 
one thing on their minds: To serve and 
to share. Moving to China meant giving 
up everything they had prepared for 
decades including a very comfortable 
and secure retirement. It also meant a 
separation from their beloved children. 
All the staff at YUST were self supporting 
volunteers. Yet, the Has went to China, 
where the living conditions were very 
harsh to foreigners, especially in the 
winter. While he was working, Chung-Il 
had a heart attack and passed away. His 
family made sure to bury him in the land 
he loved serving, China. Mrs. Ha still 
lives in Yanbian and continues to teach 
young people. Chung-II was the first one 
who left his name on the wall. I believe 
there will be many more to follow. 


These are just a few examples of the 
many people who realized the purpose 
of their existence and gave themselves 
to the sacred call without any hesitation. 
They served without knowing what the 
result would be like but they knew one 
thing very clearly—they laid the founda- 
tion for the next. This call sometimes 
asks for the ultimate sacrifice—giving up 
what we have, or who we are. 

We are gathering at 135th General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada this month. As we come to 
deal with the business arising before 
us, we are once again reminded of the 
mandate—we gather together not to 
lay down a safe and smooth path but 
the foundation for the next genera- 
tion. And it may require some sacri- 
fice. There will be complicated issues 
followed by endless debate, motions, 
amendments and petitions that make 
commissioners wonder if there will 
ever be an end. Still, as we remember 
we are standing on the foundation 
of the ultimate sacrifice laid by our 
faithful colleagues, we will be able to 
make the right decision for the Lord 
Jesus Christ and his Church. 

May God bless us all as we gather 
to put the road for the future. @ 


Ve 


Rev. Cheol Soon Park 
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Summer 
Directory 


Kortright Church 
55 Devere Drive 
Guelph, Ontrario 


June 7,14: Two services 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 


June 21 - September 13:10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School up to grade 1 
plus nursery will be provided 

www.kortrightchurch.org 
519.836.9400 


Visiting Victoria? 

Join us at St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
downtown at Douglas and 
Broughton Streets 
Worship Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
Wheelchair accessible 
Free public parking on Sundays 
in parkade behind church 
E-mail: standrewsvic@telus.net 
Minister: Rev. lan Victor 
Pastoral Visitor: Rev. Dr. Arthur Currie 


Vacationing in Montreal? 

We invite you to worship with us at 
Knox Crescent Kensington & 
First Presbyterian 
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 


Child care available, Wheelchair accessible 


6225 Godfrey Ave. (corner, Grand Blvd.) 
N.D.G. 514-486-4559 
Interim Minister: 
Rev. Dr. Roland De Vries 
www.kckf.ca 


TO INQUIRE ABOUT THE JULY/AUGUST 
SUMMER DIRECTORY PLEASE CONTACT 
CAROL MCCORMICK 
Tel: 905-833-6200 ext. 25 
Fax: 905-833-2116 
Email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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Does your new MIMICO 


minister read Presbyterian Church 
the Record? Etobicoke, Ontario 


We are seeking a 


Find out! FULL-TIME 


MINISTER 
Place your employment 
ad in our next issue. To lead us in worship - Strengthen 


us in spirit - Inspire us in growth 
The Presbyterian Record is Our church is situated in an 


a great resource for clergy established community that offers 


and lay people alike. us the opportunity for outreach and 
growth. We seek a Minister with 
the strength, enthusiasm and 
commitment to inspire our 
congregation to the glory of God. 


Find the perfect candidate fast. 


PRESBYTERIAN 


Please send profiles to: 
RECORD Interim Moderator 
Rev. George Anderson 
St. Andrews Presbyterian Church 
Contact Carol McCormick at 3819 Bloor Street West, 


905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: Toronto, ON MSB 1K7 
: (416) 233.9800 
cmccormick@canadads.com 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, REGINA 


is seeking a Minister of Word and Sacrament 


We are a downtown church situated in a culturally vibrant area of Regina, a 

thriving city of 200,000 and a great community for families. We have membership 

of 240, with good potential for congregational growth. Our large, beautiful 

sanctuary and Christian Education wing serve many purposes, both internal 

and community. We earnestly seek a minister who can lead us in meaningful 

worship, provide pastoral care, guide us in our outreach at local and global 
levels, and in our urgent need to engage 
younger generations. 


Please contact our Interim Moderators: 
Rev. Ina Golaiy - golaiy@sasktel.net 
Rev. Devon Pattemore - knoxpresb@sasktel.net 
c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
2170 Albert St., Regina, SK. S4P 2T9 
306-522-9571 
Website: http://www.firstpresregina.ca 
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Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Miramichi, N.B., Ferguson Grace and St. James 
pastoral charge; Interim Moderator Rev. Derek 
Krunys, 206 Wellington St., Miramichi, NB E1N 
1M7; 506-773-5130; dkrunys@hotmail.com. 

Pictou, N.S., St. Andrew's; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Jeanette Fleischer, PO Box 142, River John, NS 
BOK 1NO; 902-351-2219 (s) or 902-351-2473 
(h); jen.fleisch@ns.sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND EASTERN ONTARIO 

Huntingdon, Que., St. Andrew's and Athelstan; 
Full-time minister for two-point charge; 

Interim Moderator Rev. lan Fraser, 
11 Rodney Ave., Pointe-Claire, QC H9R 4L8; 
ian@stcolumba.ca. 

Ottawa, Ont., Gloucester; Full-time minister; In- 
terim Moderator Rev. Dr. Adrian Auret, PO Box 
609, Manotick, ON K4M 1A6; 613-692-4228; 
adrian.auret@rogers.com. 

Quebec City, Que., St. Andrew's; Full-time mini- 
ster; Interim Moderator Rev. Giancarlo Fante- 
chi, 106-97 Oxford Cres., Sherbrooke, QC J1M 
2G3; 819-566-5962; gfantechi@sympatico.ca. 

Stittsville, Ont., St. Andrew's; Full-time single- 
point charge; Interim Moderator Rev. Ruth 
Houtby, 174 First Ave., Ottawa, ON K1S 2G4; 
613-235-0910; rhoutby@rogers.com. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 

ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Bermuda, St. Andrew's; Full-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Bryn MacPhail, 

c/o St. Giles Kingsway Presbyterian Church, 
15 Lambeth Rd., Toronto, ON M9A 2Y6; 
416-233-8591; bryn31@rogers.com. 

East Oro, Esson, Jarratt, Willis, Orillia, Uptergrove 
Churches; Full-time minister for three charges 
in Presbytery of Barrie; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Tim Raeburn-Gibson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 200 Maple St., Collingwood, ON L9Y 
2R2; 705-445-465 1; trg@georgian.net. 

Erin, Burns, Ospringe, Knox; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Sean Howard, PO Box 433, Campbellville, 
ON LOP 1B0; 905-854-5145; 
sean@nassagaweya.com. 

Etobicoke, Mimico; Full-time ministry; Interim 
Moderator Rev. George Anderson, c/o St. 
Andrew’s Islington Presbyterian Church, 

3819 Bloor St.W., Etobicoke, ON M9B 1K7;416- 
233-9800; george@standrewsislington.org. 
Grand Valley, shared ministry of Knox Presbyte- 


rian and Trinity United; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Harvey Self, PO Box 276, Orangeville, 
ON LOW 2Z7;519-941-1334: 
tweedsmuirpresbyterian@bellnet.ca. 

Guelph, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Angus 
Sutherland, 75 Grand Ave. N., Cambridge, 
ON N1S 2L1;ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com. 

North Bay, Calvin; Interim Moderator Rev. 

Les Drayer, c/o Calvin Presbyterian Church, 
401 First Ave.W., North Bay, ON P1B 3C5; 705- 
495-4660; lesdrayer@cogeco.ca; 
www.calvinpresbyterianchurch.ca. 

Orillia, St. Andrew’s Orillia; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Rick Horst, 47 Owen St., Barrie, ON 
L4M 3G9; rick@standrewsbarrie.ca. 

Oro, Trinity Community; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Keith Boyer, 294 St. Vincent St., Barrie, 
ON L4M 4A1;keb-cvb@sympatico.ca. 

Peterborough, St. Stephen’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald, c/o Knox College, 
59 St. George St., Toronto,ON M6S 2E6; 
s.macdonald@utoronto.ca. 

Roslin and Tweed, St. Andrew’s and St. Andrew's; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Craig Cribar, 27 
Beverley Cres., Belleville, ON K8P 4W8; 
613-967-0147; cmcribar@sympatico.ca. 

Schomberg, Emmanuel; Half-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jeremy Lowther; 
905-857-2419; jlowther1845@rogers.com. 

Toronto, Celebration North; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Walter Hearn, 38 Ellerslie Ave., Toronto, 
ON M2N 1X8;416-221-8373; 
walter.hearn@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Atwood, Atwood; Interim Moderator Rev. Ca- 
thrine Campbell, PO Box 477, Brussels, 

ON NOG 1H0; 519-887-9831; 
cecampbell@wightman.ca. 

Brantford, Knox and Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Pleasant; 
Interim Moderator The Rev. Donald Young, 
11 White Oaks Ave., Brantford, ON N3R 5N8; 
greenbrier@rogers.com. 

Crinan, Duff Largie and Argyle; Half-time 
minister for two charges; Interim Moderators 
Rev. Amanda Birchall and Rev. Deb Dolbear- 
VanBilsen, c/o Glencoe Presbyterian Church, 
177 Main St., PO Box 659, Glencoe,ON NOL 
1MO; 519-287-2743; revdeb17@sympatico.ca. 

Dromore, Amos; Holstein, Knox; Normanby, 
Knox; three-point charge; Interim Moderator 
Jeremy Sanderson, PO Box 1632, 
Walkerton,ON NOG 2V0;519-881-4222: 
knoxchurch@brucetelecom.com. 

Duart; Part-time; Interim Moderator Rev. 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
All notices of pulpit vacancies will be charged to 
the congregation: $40 minimum for one-time 
insertion or $25 per insertion for four or more. 
This charge applies to all congregations. 

Contact the Record office regarding items 

for this column. 


Andrew Song, 551 Victoria Ave., PO Box 761; 
519-683-2442; andrewapack@gmail.com. 

Fort Erie, St. Andrew’s-Knox; Search Committee 
Chair David Randall, 495 Niagara Blvd., 

Fort Erie, ON L2A 3H2; 1-888-665-6681; 
drandall@cogeco.ca. 

Hamilton, St. Paul's; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Tom Billard, 1901 8th concession West, RR 
1,Cambridge, ON N1R 582;519-621-3023; 
tcbillard@rogers.com. 

Hanover, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jim Johnson, PO Box 256, Durham, ON 
NOG 1R0; 519-369-2181; rev,jimj@gmail.com. 

Kilmartin, Burns Mosa; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Kathy Fraser, c/o North Caradoc-St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 8503 
Scotchmere Dr., Strathroy,ON N7G 3H3; 
519-245-8769; kfraser001@sympatico.ca. 

Mitchell, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Glenn 
Kukkola, PO Box 129, Shakespeare,ON NOB 
2P0; 519-625-8317; Church1 @cyg.net. 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, St. Andrew’s; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Martin Wehrmann, c/o 
515 Scott St., St. Catharines, ON L2M 3X3; 
905-646-0616; maw49@hotmail.com; 
www.standrewsniagara.com/26122.hml. 

Petrolia, St. Andrew's and Dawn, Knox; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Barry Van Dusen, c/o St. 
Giles Presbyterian Church, 770 Lakeshore 
Rd., Sarnia, ON N7T 275;519-542-2253; 
st.giles@ebtech.net. 

St. Catharines, St. Andrew's (Merritton); Stated 
Supply (one-third time basis); Interim 
Moderator Rev. Calvin Lewis, 1344 Haist 
St., Fonthill, ON LOS 1E0; 905-892-3729; 
revcalvin@sympatico.ca. 

Wallaceburg, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Mike Maroney, c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
60 Fifth St., Chatham, ON N7M 4V7; 
519-352-2313; maroney@firstchatham.org. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Flin Flon, Man., St. Andrew's; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., > 
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@ Thinking about Ministry 


“and Leadership? 


If you are thinking about ministry and leadership as a 
possibility for your life and wondering about where to 
study, we invite you to... 


Think: Montreal = one of Canada’s most vibrant cities — 
an urban postmodern setting with a rich blend of languages, cultures, 
creeds, and aspirations. 


Think: Integrated Program —rigorous academic 
theology combined with deep spiritual formation, relevant practical 
training, and exposure to the global church. 


Think: Top-Notch Faculty = combining the resources 
of the McGill Faculty of Religious Studies, The Montreal School of Theology, 
and the Presbyterian College Faculty under the leadership of the Rev. 
Dr.John Vissers. 


Think: In Ministry Year — an in-depth intensive 
integrated field education experience to learn the reality of ministry. 


Think: Mission -a college committed to “Shaping 
Transformational Church Leaders’ in the Reformed tradition. 


Think: Christian Community = offering small classes, 
intimate and friendly surroundings and support systems that include 
\walerats fees and generous bursary assistance. 


Think: 
| The Presbyterian College, Montreal 


then contact us: 

The Presbyterian College 
3495 University St., Montreal, 
QC H3A 2A8 
tel: 514-288-5256 
info@presbyteriancollege.ca 
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Winnipeg, MB R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; peter- 
wwpres@mts.net. 

Portage la Prairie, Man., First; Interim Moderator 
Rev. David Wilson, 22 Linden Blvd., Brandon, 
MB R7B 1B9; dwilsguy@mts.net. 

Thunder Bay, Ont., First; Interim Moderator Bert 
Vancook, 207 S. Brodie St., Thunder Bay, ON 
P7E 1C1; presby1@tbaytel.net. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE NORTHWEST 

Calgary, Alta., Centennial; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Helen Smith, 6 Rocky Vista Terrace 
NW, Calgary, AB T3G 5G5; 403-592-1661; 
hsmith1 106@gmail.com. 

Sherwood Park, Alta., Sherwood Park; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Heinrich Grosskopf, c/o 
Dayspring Presbyterian Church, 11445 40 Ave. 
NW, Edmonton, AB T6J OR4; 780-293-0618; 
dpcrev@telus.net. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 


Obituaries 


COWPER, REV. LAWRENCE JOHN, passed 
on to be with his Lord and Saviour 
and beloved wife Kay who predeceased 
him by three months. He was a student 
minister at the three point charge of 
St. Andrew’s-Knox, Spencerville and 
Prescott, Ont., minister at St. Columba, 
Hamilton, Ont. and after retirement 
assisted at Central, Hamilton. He retired 
to Fergus, Ont. and was attending St. 
Andrew’s, Fergus. He is survived by his 
children Judy, Lynn, David and is the 
proud grandfather of 10. 


MCDIARMID, JOHN FREDERICK “JACK’, long 
time member of St. Andrew’s, Carleton 
Place, Ont. died on Saturday, March 7, 
2009 at the age of 91. Beloved husband of 
Joan; father of Peggy Roy (Michael), Rob 
and Susan McGahey (Bob); grandfather 
of six grandchildren. Jack was ordained as 
an elder on June 17, 1980 and also served 
on the board of managers; sang in the 
choir and was named elder emeritus on 
September 16, 2007. Jack will be remem- 
bered by his gentle spirit and dedication 
to God, his family and friends. 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


NAGY, JAMES, died in Brantford, Ont. on 
March 5S, 2009 at the age of 80. Jim was 
a hard working elder and clerk of session 
at Pleasant Ridge Hungarian Presbyte- 
rian Church for many years. During that 
time he served twice as a commissioner 
to General Assembly. In his later years, 
Jim struggled with multiple sclerosis and 
was lovingly cared for by the faithful 
elders and minister of Central, Brantford 
to whom his family is deeply grateful. 
Jim was the kind of man who could 
“fix anything” and often did for anyone 
who asked. He had a generous heart, a 
deep faith and a spirit that remained 
undaunted by any of the challenges that 
came his way. Jim leaves behind his five 
children: Gloria Jean Nagy of Ottawa, 
Ont., Randy Nagy of Madison, Wisc., Rev. 


Nancy Elaine Nagy of St. Albert, Alta., 
Mike Nagy of Norwich, Ont. and Ed Nagy 
of Aurora, Ont. and their families. 


WILCOX, ALLIE, passed away on March 8, 
2009. Greatly missed by her husband of 57 
years Rev. Keith Wilcox and by daughter 
Marie and sons Bill and Malcolm. Allie 
served alongside Keith in congregations 
in Hamilton, Ont., Thunder Bay, Ont., 
Toronto, Peterborough, Ont., Coquitlam, 
B.C., Brantford, Ont. and Calgary, Alta. 
Allie was part of the CGIT and WMS 
and Women’s Auxiliary in many of these 
congregations and was a member of several 
choirs. Allie had many fond memories of 
all the congregations she and Keith served 
in and spoke often of wonderful friends 
from all of these places. m 


@ 
ECCLESIASTICAL 


INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 


An ethical alternative for your 
place of worship, care home, 
school, or charity. 


Discover how our specialty products and 
services can benefit your organization. With 
regional offices in Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto 
and Halifax, we are always on hand to provide 
you with peace of mind. Ask your broker, or 
contact a regional office near you by visiting 


us at www.ecclesiastical.ca. 


A specialty insurer owned by a charitable trust. 


OUR NEW WEBSITE 


PRESBYTERIAN 


ORD.. 


It’s Here: 

Our new website is interactive 
and has many new features 
which we shall be unveiling 

throughout this year! 


Study Guides 
Theology 101: 
Abraham and Sons Inc. (May) 
God’s Crucified Messiah (April) 
Two Kinds of Knowledge (March) 
The Facebooking God (February) 
Speaking of God January) 


More Stories 


Check out additional People 
and Places stories and 
letters each month. 

This month: the full St. Paul’s, 
Prince Albert story. 


Bonus Extras 
Check back often to find more 
hidden gems on our website. 


Visit us online today at 


With ’ Le te God 


We acknowledge receipt of gifts from people who in their Last Will 
and Testament remembered The Presbyterian Church in Canada in 2008, 
These gifts, totaling $1,595,685 will continue the work of the Church 
in the areas of church extension, pensions for ministers and widows, 
overseas work and the general work of the Church. 
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KIDS PAGE 


Called to Wonder 


CREATED BY JENNIFER O’FARRELL 


The names of parables that Jesus told can be found below. Before you can read the words 
and phrases inthe list you must first fill inthe circles with the vowels: A, E,1, O, or U. 


Forexample, in P O RC) BL O try to insert vowels until you make it aword. 


The answer is P (a) R (a)B LE). 


THE PARABLE OF THE... 
sHOOrp Ond GOOTS MOSTORD SOQOD 
FOG TROO PORSOSTONT wWOodOw 
PRO)DOGOL SON GRO)C)T  BO)N QQDOT 
TOLONTS wOOpos Ond wuaQOOrt 
Lt) s T;,.-CQ)O)N UNFORGOVONG SORVONT 
FROOND OT MODNOGHT LC)ST SHOC)P 


GOOpdp sOmOROTON VOLOOMsB LO UPOORTE 
wiosG):OnD FOOLOSH BC) LoORs 
PHORODSOO OND THO) FORM COLL CIR 
YOOsT WORKQORS ON THO vVONOYORD 
RO)cH MOON .CEnD: LOzOrROs SOQwWQOR 
HODDON TROOSORO TON BRODOSMOODS 
LOowOst sOOr OF THO sBOn aor 
LQ)MP uNnDdDOR  C) BCs HOOL) BOS kU) 

NOw wONnQ On Otvd wOnQOs kOns 


ANSWERS: SHEEP AND GOATS, MUSTARD SEED, FIG TREE, PERSISTENT WIDOW, PRODIGAL SON, GREAT BANQUET, TALENTS, WEEDS AND WHEAT, LOST COIN, UNFORGIVING SERVAI 
FRIEND AT MIDNIGHT, LOST SHEEP, GOOD SAMARITAN, VALUABLE PEARL, WISE AND FOOLISH BUILDERS, PHARISEE AND THE TAX COLLECTOR, YEAST, WORKERS IN THE VINEYARD, 


RICH MAN AND LAZARUS. SOWER. HIDDEN TREASURE. TEN BRIDESMAIDS. LOWEST SEAT AT THE RANOUET | AMP LINDER A BLUISHEL RASKET NEW WINE IN O| D WINESKINS 
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FOR THE 
JOURNEY 


I have always tried to keep it clear in my head that the church is the body 
of Christ, not a mere institution in which I can ply for power or auger 
for authority or strive for status 


For the Journey, continued from page 54 

over his body looking for signs of any 
kind of trauma, perhaps an impact 
with a car, we found an engorged wood 
tick that we had somehow missed. 
Two days after the veterinarian extri- 
cated the engorged tick, the disease it 
had caused abated and Bud was up and 
running on all four cylinders again. 
But it just goes to show you; a run in 
with even a common wood tick can be 
a serious thing. 

Ticks make their living by sucking 
blood out of you. But that is not the 
problem. The problem is that in doing 
what comes naturally for ticks, they can 
also introduce all kinds of secondary 
infections. Some of the more common 
include: Babesiosis, Ehrlichiosis, Lyme 
disease, and Rocky Mountain spotted 
fever. It’s the secondary infections that 
you really have to watch for. The tick 
is a pain in the butt, but it is what it 
is. It gets under your skin, administers 
a painless bite and sometimes silently 
takes its blood meal. However, if in the 
process a secondary infection is intro- 
duced, and if it is not treated, it can be 
extremely serious. The problem with 
ticks is they are often vectors of serious 
diseases. 

Lately, the tick has become a meta- 
phor for me in critically thinking 
about my life in the body of Christ, the 
church. Like most, I consider my life in 
the church in terms of the positives I 
bring to it. I hope that is mostly what 
I do, bring positive influences into the 
body of Christ. I have never, to my 
knowledge, deliberately attempted to 
do otherwise. I have always tried to 
be a vehicle for building people up, 
restoring people and _ relationships, 
making the church a better place. | 
have always tried to keep it clear in 
my head that the church is the body 
of Christ, not a mere institution in 
which I can ply for power or auger for 
authority or strive for status. 


However, if I think critically for 
minute, there are times, in spite of my 
best intentions, where I have become a 
vehicle for secondary disease, where I 
have been a vector for serious infection, 
where I have been wood tick-like. Some- 
times I have forgotten that cynicism is 
not a spiritual gift and have allowed 
my cynicism towards the church or 
towards others in the church to infect 
others. Sometimes I have forgotten that 
criticism, when not offered with care 
and constructive intent, can not only 
slay an individual but get a spirit going 
amongst my siblings in Christ that tears 
at the very fabric of the tapestry of many 
different threads that make the church 
a rich place of unity with diversity. At 
times when I start to become wood tick- 
like, I need the encouragement of Paul: 
“Let no unwholesome word proceed 
from your mouth, but only such a word 
as is good for edification according to 
the need of the moment, so that it will 
give grace to those who hear.” (Ephe- 
sians 4:29) 

Perhaps the biggest challenge for 
me in terms of the wood tick thing 
is in the company of other minister 
types, and most especially in the courts 
of the church. I don’t know what it is, 
but I have to confess the courts of the 
church seem to bring out the worst 
in me. Here cynicism just seems to be 
able to latch hold of me and use me 
like a vector. Here criticism can tempt 
me so easily to become a destructive 
vehicle. Here power and influence 
and status seem to hang like apples 
for the plucking. Here I so quickly 
lose sight of the fact that its not just 
what I bring to the church, its what I 
bring into it, into its life, that matters. 
Here, especially at places like General 
Assembly, John Calvin’s words ring 
so loud and true: “Thus, whatever the 
pious man can do, he is bound to do 
for his brethren, not consulting his 
own interest in any other way than 


by striving earnestly for the common 
edification of the Church. Let this, 
then, be our method of showing good- 
will and kindness, considering that, in 
regard to everything which God has 
bestowed upon us, and by which we 
can aid our neighbour, we are his stew- 
ards, and are bound to give account of 
our stewardship; moreover, that the 
only right mode of administration is 
that which is regulated by love. In this 
way, we Shall not only unite the study 
of our neighbour’s advantage with a 
regard to our own, but make the latter 
subordinate to the former.” (Institutes 
Of The Christian Religion.) 


Rev. David Webber is a contributing editor 
to the Record. He is a minister of the 
Cariboo, B.C. house church ministry. 


KNOLLWOOD PARK 
Presbyterian Church 


ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS 


Saturday, October 17, 2009 
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ANNIVERSARY SERVICE 
Sunday, October 18, 2009 


for more information email 
rmackay@quadro.net or 
kpwithoutwalls@yahoo.ca 
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FOR THE 
JOURNEY 
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Wood Tick: 


Wisdom for the General Assembly. BY DAVID WEBBER ILLUSTRATION BY BARRY FALLS 


hhhhh! Wood tick! 
The scream sent the three of us for separate parts 


of the travel trailer, stripping off jeans and shirts 
as we scampered to do body searches and shake out our 
clothes. The trailer was rockin’ and rollin’ as the three of us 
were soon jumping on one leg trying to extricate ourselves 
from tight sweaty jeans. By the time I had managed to strip 
off my jeans and t-shirt, the shower was already running. 
One of the girls had beaten me. I got relegated to shake out 
clothes and to stand last in the shower line. Chelsea and 
Linda got the task of fine combing Bud the Lab. In the end, 
we found over a dozen of the eight-legged little beasts on us, 
three embedded in flesh, and still more slinking around the 
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trailer days after our initial episode. And all this from just a 
half-hour walk on the trail around Kiche Manitou Lake in 
southern Manitoba’s Spruce Woods Provincial Park. 

I hate wood ticks, and that was what we found in our 
clothes and mining into our bodies that day in June. Thank- 
fully none of the fiends that we found in us were the black- 
legged tick or deer tick that is noted for spreading Lyme 
disease, a dreadfully persistent ailment to which I lost a dear 
friend a while back. He suffered with symptoms for years 
before diagnosis, by which time it had caused him several 
complications that contributed to his death. Soon after we 
got home from Manitoba, one morning Bud showed up 


paralyzed in his hind end. In going continued on page 53 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


Lt CAICPADRT ACrAICYV 


ON Toe nn 


Dental Ministry 


Evangel Hall’s new medical and dental 
clinic is “divine intervention,” according 
to Greg, one of the first people to use 
the new free service. The new and uni- 
que mission was officially launched in 
late April though doors had been open 
for a few months. 

The clinic includes two dental offi- 
ces, a dental x-ray machine and a physi- 
cian’s office. Two dentists and a general 
practitioner volunteer their services 
to the Evangel Hall facility; along with 
students from the Toronto School of 
Dental Hygiene. Services are extended 
even to those who do not have an Onta- 
rio Health Insurance card. Greg received 
several hours of care—having his teeth 
cleaned and x-rayed. 

For over 90 years, Evangel Hall 
Mission has served marginalized people 
in downtown Toronto. It serves over 
200 people everyday providing shelter, 
meals, clothing, life skills, guidance and 
now medical care. 


BENEDICTION 


Patient Jose'Menezes 
“has his teeth cleaned by 
“two student nurses from 

the Toronto School of 
Dental Hygiene. 
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christian Community, — 


Building the Vision 


Total Project — $2,500,000 


Responding to the need for day visitor fects, 

more and larger group gathering space, 
_personal retreats and to provide accessibility 

for people with limited] OF estricted mobility: | 


ti 


° one anew R nana 
' Renovate the Conference Halls 


Crieff 


Hills , 
Community 


FIND OUT MORE BY VISITING OUR WEB SITE, DONATE ONLINE 
www.crieffhills.com or call 1-800-884-1525 email campaign@crieffhills.com 


OT ONTHE 2009 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY - 


| 
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Let's face it: insurance is all about having peace of mind. And that’s what you | 
get with insurance policies through Johnson Inc. We offer excellent products | 
and services that are tailored for groups and associations. Contact us today for 
a prompt quote, and put your mind at ease. 


MEDOC' Travel Insurance Home & Auto Insurance 

- Emergency Medical Coverage - Special Discounts 

- Single-Trip and Annual Plans - 24-hour Service 

- Trip Cancellation / Interruption - Earn AIR MILES® reward miles 
Insurance 


1.800.563.0677 
1.866.606.3362 (Provide Group ID Code: PX) 


CI Johnson In 


Home and auto insurance is available through Johnson Inc., a licensed insurance intermediary. Policies are primarily underwritten by Unifund Assurance Company. Unifund and Johnson Inc. share common ownership. Only home insurance is 
available in BC, SK and MB. An alternate plan is available in QC. Certain conditions may apply. AIR MILES® reward miles awarded on regular home and auto insurance policies underwritten by Unifund Assurance Company. At the time premium 
is paid, one AIR MILES reward mile is awarded for each $20 in premium (including taxes). AIR MILES reward miles not available in SK, MB or QC. ®™ Trademarks of AIR MILES International Trading B.V. Used under license by LoyaltyOne, Inc. | 
and Johnson Inc. (for Unifund Assurance Company). MEDOCT is a Registered Trademark of Johnson Inc. MEDOC is underwritten by Royal & Sun Alliance Insurance Company of Canada and administered by Johnson Inc, Johnson Inc. and | 
Royal & Sun Alliance Insurance Company of Canada share common ownership. Single trip is available to those 55 years of age and under. A 90-day Health Stability Clause applies to pre-existing medical conditions. For Trip Cancellation 
insurance to be in effect, the MEDOC Plan must be purchased within 5 business days of booking your trip or prior to any cancellation penalties being charged for that trip. A complete summary of conditions, limitations and exclusions is available _ 
from Johnson Inc. and is outlined in your MEDOC Travel Insurance Policy. As with all advertising carried in the record, no endorsement by the magazine or the board is implied nor is there partnership with the advertiser. MVM.April 09 
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TELL MORE STORIES 


That's the Record's goal. BY DAVID HARRIS 


That the [135th] General Assembly encourage con- 
gregations to join the Presbyterian Record’s Every 
Home Plan as an important way to stay informed 
about our church. —recommendation passed at 
the 135th General Assembly in Hamilton, 2009. 


n 1953-54, the Presbyterian Record launched 

its first and only marketing plan: the Every 

Home Plan. It was hugely successful, with 

circulation jumping from 35,000 to 55,000 within a 
year and rising to a high of 92,449 by 1967. Since 1990, when 
circulation was about 66,000, the magazine has steadily lost 
about 2,200 subscribers each year. 

Today, the Record’s circulation stands at 30,000—a drop 
already this year of 2,000 readers. Ironically, our 55-year-old 
marketing plan seems to have turned into the biggest cause 
for this decline. The main reasons congregations give for can- 
celling their group subscriptions is to pare down their bud- 
get. (Church members, hence subscribers, dying, is the other 
major reason.) 

My understanding is that the plan was only ever intended 
to be an in-and-out budget line. We still send out envelopes 
to congregations so that they can collect from individual sub- 
scribers in the congregation and pass that along. Over the 
years, it seems to have become easier for congregations to 
not chase subscribers and just sign off on the line item. And 
it was easy for the Record to accept that cheque. 

In recent years, not only have we upgraded our design 
and content, which you have been able to see each month, 
but we have also upgraded our subscription software. We can 
now take on the responsibility for monitoring and managing 
all subscribers. All a congregation has to do is send us a list 
of at least half their membership plus one for everyone to 
benefit from the reduced rate. We’ll take care of the rest. 

We believe we have a great denominational magazine at 
a very affordable price. It costs only $1.68 for a 52-page issue 
delivered each month (except this combined July/August 
issue) under the Every Home Plan and only $2.36 for indi- 
vidual subscriptions. 

We want Presbyterians to read this magazine. 

The Record provides Presbyterians in Canada with a 
unique perspective on their church and the world around 
them. No other publication has stories about the exciting 
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things Presbyterians and their congregations are 
doing across Canada. 

The Record is also filled with fabulous sto- 
ries about the church’s mission and develop- 
ment work around the world, about the justice 
and peace initiatives that are so sorely needed 
to bring wholeness and healing to broken and 
oppressed people. 

No other publication provides a forum for 
the church’s leading thinkers to engage the wider 
church community in thoughtful discussions about their faith. 

Our newly designed website not only lets you write letters 
to the editor but you can also post comments on stories for 
others to see and respond to. Create the conversation online— 
www.presbyterianrecord.ca— and talk to each other. Conver- 
sation—encouraging voices—is our mantra. We want Presbyte- 
rians engaged with each other, sharing their incredible stories. 

Quite frankly, I wish we had the financial resources so we | 
could be across this nation and this world and tell the thou- | 
sands of awe-inspiring stories of this church. 

That is why we have redesigned the magazine, that is why 
we upgraded our subscription management software, that is 
why we have redesigned and upgraded our website, and that | 
is why we will be launching a marketing campaign this fall: | 
so that we can reach more and more of you. 

We want to tell more stories, reach more readers, encour- 
age more conversations. As you can tell from our coverage of 
the 135th General Assembly in this issue, this church reaches 
around the planet, is involved in many missions and minis- 
tries, and its representative stakeholders, the commissioners 
at assembly, are eager to continue fine-tuning every detail. 
That’s a church engaged; that’s the material that each month 
fills the Record and its website. 

We need your support! Encourage your friends to subscribe. 

We also value your comments and feedback about what 
we publish and how we publish it. Please let me know what 
you think. g 
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Letters 


letters@presbyterianrecord.ca 


No Room For Blame 

[ am a chaplain in a psychiatric 
hospital who ministers to people with 
all types of mental illness, including 
depression. I have been reading the 
letters to the editor in response to 
the February article, Breaking The 
Silence, and felt compelled to add my 
thoughts. It is unfortunate that your 
readers, as well as clergy and church 
members I have spoken to, are focusing 
on the pressures of the ministry as the 
cause of depression. Actually, clinical 
depression is not caused by the stresses 
of life, whatever they may be. If this 
were the case, most of us would be 
clinically depressed. Depression is 
caused by a biological imbalance 
in the brain, which may be heredi- 
tary, and may leave the person vulner- 
able to the illness. It may or may not 
be exacerbated by a painful life event 
or an ongoing stressor in the person’s 
life. Clinical depression therefore 
is primarily a mood disorder of the 
brain, which affects 10 per cent of the 
population at any given time. One in 
five people have some form of mental 
illness in Canada. With treatment, 
either with medication or cognitive 
behavioural therapy or a combina- 
tion of both, most people are able to 
recover and function well again. 

I am well-acquainted with the 
challenges of congregational ministry, 
the long hours, being on-call 24/7, 
and church conflict. However, minis- 
ters need to set boundaries with their 
congregation, practice good self-care 
(mentally, physically and_ relation- 
ally), and take care of their own spirits. 
Ministers are not super-human, they 
are frail human beings with vulnera- 
bilities like the people in the pews. We 


all need to seek medical treatment if 
we experience symptoms of depres- 
sion which last longer than a few 
weeks, just the same as if we were diag- 
nosed with heart disease or diabetes. 
Thankfully, medical treatment from a 
physician is covered by our provincial 
health plans. 

Let’s not confuse clinical depres- 
sion with the inability of some minis- 
ters to honour their calling to word 
and sacrament by trying to meet all 
the expectations of those among 
whom they serve. There’s no room for 
playing the blame game when it comes 
to someone who suffers from a mental 
illness. 

The real question is: are churches 
understanding and accepting of the 
minister who becomes mentally ill? 
Do they offer him or her the same 
support as they would hope to receive 
themselves when they become ill? 

REV. NANCY BETTRIDGE 
SPIRITUAL CARE ASSOCIATE 
KINGSTON, ONT 


Too Smart To Understand 
They admit they’ll never 

know how much sand 

Lays on the beach, 

but they will not depart 

From their belief in the secular art 
Of scientific “fact” which, 

though quite bland, 

Much of society can’t understand; 
Yes, they may be reacting 

from their heart 

Yet they are (not good for them) 
too darn “smart” 

And thus closed to the Spirit— 
God’s own hand. 

Though the intellectuals > 
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LETTERS 


lee Pontius’ Puddle 


I LOVE WORKIN G FOR THE 
CHURCH, THE ADRENALINE- 


ER, SAVING SOULS, 
FEEDING THE 


RLCH OF FIGHTING UP 
THROUGH THE RANKS, 
TJOSTLING: FOR POWER, 
COMPETING WITH 
SISTER AGENCIES 
FOR AVA\LABLE 
RESOURCES | 


HUNGRY, BRINGING 
ABOUT RECON- 
CILIATION 72 


WOD TOWON peWAsO yA 130° 


will do naught but brand 
The Spirit as “hokus pokus” 
and start 
Muttering amongst themselves 
how quite grand 
They are, like a bull’s eye 
hit by a dart, 
And the large grants ready 
at their command 
And how God’s the donkey 
pushing the cart. 
FRANK G. STERLE, JR., WHITE ROCK, B.C. 


Genuine Inspiration 
Bradley Childs has made an impor- 
tant contribution in outlining a wide 
number of commentaries on the 
Bible. This can only help encourage 
careful interpretation of biblical texts. 
One additional commentary is The New 
Interpreter’s Bible, in 12 volumes. The 
thoughtful explanation of scripture 
is accompanied by a separate section 
entitled, Reflections, designed to help 
the reader ponder the implications 
of texts in light of its message for the 
church today. It is large and expen- 
sive but tremendously comprehensive. 
I have found it a source of genuine 
inspiration! 

ARTHUR VAN SETERS, TORONTO 


Unsettling and Unclear 
Re Abraham and Sons Inc., May 

Prof. McLelland intended to open 
and facilitate religious dialogue in an 
age of pluralism. But at what cost? As 
I read the article, I find the Godness 
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of Jesus seemingly questioned in the 
interests of his humanity; the procla- 
mation of Messiah muted because it 
forces us into a defense that is other- 
worldly; a cavalier handling of Paul 
that seems to make him a cause of 
anti-Semitism (Romans 9:1-4), and 
a view of our mission from the Lord 
Himself that is seemingly reduced to 
good works. What, then, is the faith 
we are to bring to this open dialogue 
in humility? In this light, we first 
badly need a dialogue with scripture 
and among ourselves to determine 
again what is “the Faith that was once 
for all entrusted to the saints.” (Jude 
3) The article is not helpful but unset- 
tling, provocative, and unclear. 

S. MURRAY BARRON, WELLAND, ONT. 


Dr. McLelland is supporting the 
watering down of our mission. He 
tends to stray from the path of our 
faith onto worldy concerns instead of 
godly ones. Too much attention is paid 
to historical injustices and erroneous 
thinking as well as long held traditions 
which confuse the real issue. 
Christians are to see the world as 
Jesus taught us—believers and non- 
believers. He said to go into all the 
world and proclaim the truth of his 
kingdom. Yes, we can listen too but it 
is we who have the truth to proclaim. 
If they “resist our witness” then we are 
to shake the dust off our feet and move 
on. We have the light of God in us—the 
light of God is centered around Jesus 


and that fact is not negotiable. 
WILLIAM CRAIG, OTTAWA 


It may be a trite observation, but I 
firmly believe that as the adherents 
of each faith better understand and 
respect other faiths and their adher- 
ents, the better off we will all be. 

It is also comforting to members of 
the Jewish faith (who are overwhelm- 
ingly not “missionary” except perhaps 
with respect to fellow Jews) to think 


that as a result of this article, Jews may | 


be appreciated for their many contribu- 
tions to civilization rather than simply 


being regarded as potential converts to _ 


Christianity. 


A. MARK DAVID, HALIFAX, N.S. | 


Thank you 


Congratulations to the Presbyterian 


Record for its seven Canadian Church | 


Press awards. The publication is 

way ahead of the magazine of years 

ago. It prints more variety in repre- 

senting differing points of view and 

worldly topics. Basically, it has gone 
“outside the box.” 

There are occasions that I have used 

a quote, comment or article as part of 
Sunday’s message. 

REV. MARY ANNE GRANT, 

TATAMAGOUCHE, N.S. 


| 


Something moved me in the June | 


Record. | thought it was a good issue—a 
thinking way of reading the Bible 
outlined, the theology series continued, 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


the news, the now to be expected inci- 
sive editorial, the photographic call and 
benediction. And a lovely exchange 
of theological views in the letters. The 
whole package held together. 

Views weren't diluted but placed side 
by side. This coexistence of different 
perspectives is a strength of our 
church. May this remain unchanged. It 
bodes well for us. It puts the right, left 
and center of religion in their proper 
place—together—and has implications 
for our world. We’re human beings who 
agree and disagree. We’re big enough to 
handle it. And so is our triune God. 

REV. GREGORY DAVIDSON 
BEACONSFIELD, QUE. 


Here To Serve 
As bulletin secretary of our congrega- 
tion, I have often had to phone the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada at 
Wynford Drive. It is such a pleasure, 
in this day and age, to be answered 
by a human voice and to receive such 
courtesy from anyone I have spoken 
with. The staff are pleasant, friendly 
and couldn’t be more helpful. Items 
requested are received in the mail a 
couple of days later. 

I can’t say enough good things 
about our church’s head office. 

KATE TORMEY, ATWOOD, ONT. 


Oops 
Delving into history is a risky business 
and it is very easy to make mistakes— 
I’d like to correct an error in Rev. Cheol 
Soon Park’s June column. I think the 
following information is correct. 

Charlotte and John Geddie were 
the first missionaries sent by Cana- 
dian Presbyterians. In 1848 they went 
to Aneityum in the New Hebrides and 
served for 24 years. The Geddies moved 
to Australia in 1870 to complete the 
translation of the Aneityumese Bible. 
John Geddie died there in 1872. Char- 
lotte died in 1916 at her home in 
Victoria, Australia. 

Park may have been thinking 

of John Williams who was the first 


missionary to the New Hebrides. He was 
sent by the London Missionary Society 
in 1839 and met a martyr’s death on 
the island of Erromanga. Erromanga 
was Called The Martyr Isle. George and 
Ellen Gordon, missionaries from Prince 
Edward Island, arrived in Erromanga 
in 1857. They were murdered in 1861. 
George Gordon’s brother, James, went 
to take his brother’s place. Ten years 
later, he was murdered. 

LOIS KLEMPA, WENTWORTH, QUE. 


Just want to draw your attention to a 
misspelling on page 21 of the May NCD 
profile chart. The term should read 
Inspiring Worship—not Workshops— 
although as Presbyterians we probably 
would rank that one of our higher 
categories and perhaps that would be a 
quality characteristic unique to us. 
REV. GRANT GUNNINK, CALGARY 


Our apologies to the folks in Scotsburn, 
N.S., whose Black Light Theatre was 
featured in the June People and Places, 
but their town was misidentified as 
being in Ontario. The Upper Canadian 
PnP editor has been duly chastised. 


On Our Website: 

A great story about a miracle on the high 
seas. A couple of responses to editor 
David Harris’ editorials from February 
to May. A response to Joyce Gladwell’s 
April article, Sharing Rejection. @ 


Looking to Advertise in 
the Presbyterian Record? 


Evangel Hall Mission 


Our Drop-in Centre 
Needs Your Help 


Since last year, Evangel Hall Mission 
has seen a steady increase in people 
who use our drop-in services. 


During these tough economic times, 
we don’t want to turn people away 
simply because we do not have 
enough room to accommodate 
everyone that comes to our 
door for support. 


One way we can ensure this doesn’t 
happen is by acquiring new tables 
for our drop-in centre. For many 
years, we've needed to replace 
our battered and worn down 
tables with new ones. 


New round tables would help 
increase seating capacity of the 
drop-in from 48 to 72 persons by 
adding two more seats per table. 


Round tables would also allow for 
easy movement when adjusting the 
room for the varied events. (We can 

roll them out of the way). 


Perhaps your church, or church 
group, would like to sponsor a table? 


Would you like to dedicate a table 
to a loved one? 


Please help us to help others 


Please contact Ann-Marie Morris for 
more information on how you can 


help: 416-504-3563 x 221 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 
552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 
Phone (416) 504-3563 
Fax (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR OOOT 
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People ». Places 


To make People & Places submissions: peopleplaces@presbyterianrecord.ca. 
Please visit the monthly PnP page at www.presbyterianrecord.ca for more. 


Isobel McKeown 
was born into the 
Presbyterian home 
of Rev. Dr. Andrew 
Hood, in Manitoba 
on June 19, 1909. 
She married Rev. 
William McKeown 
and together 

they served the 
Presbyterian 
families in Melfort, 
Sask., St. Andrew's, 


Sixty years ago, Ralph and Jean stood in Tweedsmuir 


Galt, Ont., and : } A 

Drummond Hill, PSI AS MS LISS to exchange pings and vows. 
Niagara Falls. They did it again His past fopibaly, sellin in the | 
Happy One same spots, exchanging new rings, but using the same 


wedding book. Over the six decades, their two children 
have been baptized and married in the church, and their 
grandchild baptized there. Despite many changes over | 
the years—a building extension, several ministers— 

Ralph and Jean Harkies have been constant witnesses 
from their pew for 60 years. | 


Hundred, Isobel! 


Emily Flynn, Jessica Flynn 
and Jordan Reid joined 

St. Matthew's, Wallace, 
N.S., while Mikaila Borgal 
and Josie Mingo became 
members of Sedgwick 
Memorial, Tatamagouche, 
N.S. Borgal was also 
baptised. The elders in the 
back are Paul Dewar, Ira 
Drysdale, and Ralph Waugh. 
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Shirley Zieb started playing the 
organ when she was nine years 
old and her feet could barely 
reach the pedals. Flash forward 
(feels like that, doesn't it?) 70 
years and this stalwart servant has 
shared her music ministry at Port 
Carmen (now Knox, Magnatewan, 
Ont.), Burk’s Falls, Ont., and Knox, 
Sundridge, Ont. She was feted 

by the Sundridge congregation, 
where she continues her ministry. 
Photo courtesy The Almaguin News 


Central, Hamilton, Ont., is the regimental church 

for the Canadian Argylls, which are based, along 
with Sutherland Highlanders, in Hamilton. The 
church is part of a letter writing campaign to the 24 
soldiers from the regiment currently deployed in 
Afghanistan. Seen with Rev. Dr. Clyde Ervine is Sgt. 
Graeme Fisher, who visited the church in May to 
thank the congregation for their letters and prayers. 
Along with him are his son Sean, his daughter 
Heather and his grandmother Mrs. Peggy Fisher. 


On our website: 

A new session, a bright new future, at Union, Halton 
Hills, Ont. The ladies who lunch at Forbes, Grande 
Prarie, Alta., also raise $1,700 for PWS&D. $10,000 
raised for a village in India by the mission-minded 
folks at Hopedale, Oakville, Ont. A fun medieval event 
at Kirkfield, Bolsover and Woodville, Ont. churches 
raises $1,000 for PWS&D.The 181st anniversary of St. 
Andrew's, Guelph—which in magnificent PCC fashion 
leads to an incredible mission project. Two God- 
loving Girl Guides in Sudbury. The Sunday school at 
St. Andrew's, Nanaimo raises $1,650 for PWS&D’'s work 
in Malawi. Two great stories from Tillsonburg, Ont.:a 
160th anniversary and a mission project! Ten-year-old 
Kai Kuypers of West Point Grey, Vancouver, raises $300 
for PWS&D at his birthday party! 
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Park Prays for Tar Sands 


He tells General Assembly, ‘It’s our problem.’ BY CONNIE PURVIS 


DURING HIS FINAL REMARKS as Mod- 
erator of the 2008 General Assembly, 
Rev. Cheol Soon Park asked for special 
prayers for Canada’s oil industry. 

“It’s a remarkable resource, and we 
need it,” he told commissioners and 
staff during the first session of the 
2009 assembly. “Although a lot of 
money can be made by extracting oil 
quickly, we need to be responsible. We 
need to ensure that the next genera- 
tion and the generation after that still 
have access, and do not have to bear 
the cost of restoring the land.” 

Park had just returned from a tour 
of Alberta’s Athabasca oil sands that 
allowed church and aboriginal lead- 
ers to meet with industry representa- 
tives, workers, government officials 
and aboriginal communities. The tour 
was sponsored by KAIROS: Canadian 
Ecumenical Justice Initiatives. 

Canada boasts some of the largest oil 


reserves in the world—second 
only to Saudi Arabia—and its 
petroleum industry is a boom- 
ing employer in the midst of 
an uncertain economy. 

But the industry has its 
environmental dark side. 
Processing heavy crude, 
such as that found near Fort 
McMurray in northeastern 
Alberta, requires large quan- 
tities of water and substan- 
tial amounts of natural gas, making 
oil sands projects one of the largest 
contributors to Canada’s greenhouse 
gas emissions. Water contaminated 
by the process is also stored in large 
‘tailing ponds,’ which environmen- 
tal groups allege can seep into nearby 
water sources. 

Speaking to the Record, Park 
expressed particular concern for the 
people of Fort Chipewyan, a small 


Oil sands operation in Northern Alberta. 


town 300 km north of Fort McMurray. 
Cancer rates are unusually high in the 
town, which is located downstream 
from several oil sands developments. 

“That’s a harsh reality,” Park said. 
“People are dying there.” 

“It’s not their problem,” he said at 
General Assembly. “It’s our problem. 
We're the consumers of this oil.” 


Connie Purvis is the Record’s staff reporter. 


New Commissioners Bring Hope 


A second start for Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


DESPITE A FALSE START, Canada’s 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
is ready to begin anew with three new 
commissioners. 

Justice Murray Sinclair will serve 
as the commission’s chairperson, 
replacing Justice Harry LaForme who 
resigned last October. Sinclair was 
appointed Associate Chief Judge of 
Manitoba’s provincial court in 1988, 
and co-commissioner of Manitoba’s 
Aboriginal Justice Inquiry. 

Commissioners Marie Wilson and 
Chief Wilton Littlechild will replace 
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Claudette Dumont-Smith and Jane 
Brewin Morley whose resignations were 
effective July 1. 

Marie Wilson hasworkedcross-cultur- 
ally in a number of roles including an 
educator, journalist, program director 
and regional executive. 

Littlechild, who is from Maskawacis 
Cree Territory, is a former residential 
school student and was the first Treaty 
First Nations person to receive a law 
degree from the University of Alberta. He 
recently completed his term as the North 
American representative to the UN 


Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. 

The appointments were announced 
on June 10, the day before Canada’s 
National Day of Reconciliation. The 
TRC is mandated to inform Canadians 
about Indian Residential Schools and 
to guide reconciliation between aborig- 
inal and non-aboriginal peoples. 

June 11 marked the first anniver- 
sary of the Canadian government’s 
apology for its involvement with the 
school system. It was commemorated 
at General Assembly with prayers and 
remembrances. @ 
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Opening Our Eyes 


Emmaus Project seeks to wake up the church. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


THERE ARE TWO KINDS OF CHANGE, 
said Rev. Wesley Denyer, chair of the 
Emmaus Project planning team. One 
is a slow, often budget-driven change, 
and the other is a sudden revelatory 
change akin to suddenly opening your 
eyes and perceiving the world in a dif- 
ferent way. 

“The dream [of next summer’s plan- 
ning conference] is that our eyes will 
be open to the reality that the Pres- 
byterian Church already has God and 
Christ with it,” he said. “And with us 
recognizing that, we’ll be instantly 
changed.” 

Titled The Emmaus Project: Open 
Eyes, Burning Hearts, the conference 
will run from April 29 to May 2, 2010 in 
Alliston, Ont. It will be geared toward 
presbyteries—the building blocks of the 
Canadian Presbyterian system—and 
will encourage participants to develop 
strategic plans for local contexts. 

“It’s a unique approach, in some 
ways, because it takes us outside of the 
usual structures,” noted Rev. Stephen 
Kendall, the church’s principal clerk. 
Although national staff will likely 
attend, the conference itself has been 
geared toward more grassroots compo- 
nents of the church. 

A handful of ‘reflectors,’ who under- 
stand the Presbyterian context, will be 
there to listen and report back to the 
long range planning committee, Assem- 
bly Council and other national church 
bodies. The team hopes this feedback 
will help national church groups dis- 
cern their own visions for the future. 

Interested presbyteries must apply 
for the conference and commit to 
engage in follow-up work after it ends. 
This will ensure that presbyteries come 
by choice—not obligation—and will 
have enough ‘critical mass’ for par- 
ticipants to implement their strategies 


when they return, Denyer said, noting 
that it is always harder to maintain 
enthusiasm or clarity of vision if one 
does not share it with others. 

Fifteen presbyteries will be selected 
from the applicants, equalling about 
100 active participants. There is a fee 
for the conference based on the size 


‘Our eyes will be open to the 
reality that the Presbyterian Church 
already has God and Christ with it. 
And with us recognizing that, 
we'll be instantly changed’ 


of the presbytery. The national church 
will be footing the majority of the bill. 

The event’s keynote speakers were 
chosen for their approach and exper- 
tise rather than their denominational 
affiliation. They will include Don Post- 
erski, Bill Easum, Diana Butler Bass, 
and Brian McLaren who will appear in 
a videoconference. 

Although he said he looks forward to 
the event with “cautious optimism,” 
Denyer believes that “in a moment, 
an opening of eyes can be a catalyst 
for change. And I believe it’s possible, 
because it’s happened before.” 

Many of the disciples experienced 
instantaneous change in response to 
Christ’s call. “It’s the same in the story 
of the road to Emmaus,” Denyer said. 
“The disciples were tired and depressed 
and going the wrong way. But the 
moment their eyes were opened 
when Christ broke bread with them, 
they suddenly said ‘okay, we’re in the 
wrong place, and now we know where 
we need to be.’” 

For more information please see 
presbyterian.ca/emmaus. Deadline for 
applications is November 15. Success- 
ful applicants will be informed by the 
end of the year. m 


- 204-942-8682 


W provides opportunities 
for children and families in 


the inner city to enjoy the summer 
months. A day camp for up to, 30 
children is held at Flora House. The 
children eat lunch and an afternoon 
snack. They enjoy 
crafts, story time, 
games, and sports. 
Twice a week they 
go swimming 

at a local pool j 
($2.00 per child). 

Once every two W 
weeks they go on a special outing to 
such places as the Zoo ($2.50 per 
child), the Children’s Museum ($5.30 
per child), the Science Gallery ($5.50 
per child), bowling ($4.00 per child), 
etc. WICM has two vans for trans- 
portation. The costs add up for 
insurance, maintenance, and fuel. 

At Anishinabe Fellowship Centre 
summer is made special by holding 
outdoor worship services followed 
by a barbeque and games. 


SCOCHCHE SCHOLES ORES OHS OEEREOEOEOE 


YOUR FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
WILL HELP WICM OFFER THESE 
SPECIAL SUMMER ACTIVITIES 


e@eeecescevce eoveeesvvveccce 


Winnipeg Inner City 
Missions Of The - 
Presbyterian Church 
In Canada 


P. O. Box 2444, Station Main 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4A7 


Flora House 204-586-5494 
Anishinabe Fellowship Centre 
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BY CONNIE PURVIS 


Crieff Hills Capital Campaign 
Presbyterian-owned Crieff Hills Community 
Retreat and Conference Centre is seeking 
$600,000 for the construction of a new 
retreat house. The capital fundraising cam- 
paign was launched publicly in April 26. 

The new building, alongside minor reno- 
vations to the existing conference centre, 
will provide more facilities for private 
retreats. The planned house will include six 
self-contained suites with bathrooms and 
kitchenettes. 

Construction is expected to begin this 
fall. Crieff Hills, which draws between 4,000 
and 5,000 people yearly, occupies a 250- 
acre plot of land west of Crieff, Ont. It was 
donated to the Presbyterian Church by Col. 
John Bayne Maclean, founder of Maclean's 
magazine, and has become a common site 
for individual and church retreats, guidance 
conferences and meetings. 


KAIROS Cuts Jobs 

Church-supported KAIROS: Ecumenical 
Justice Initiatives, announced on April 26 
that four of 26 staff positions will be lost, 
along with refugee and anti-poverty grant 
programs. 

The cuts are spurred by financial diffi- 
culties and are part of larger restructuring 
plans based on feedback from member 
churches. 

Mary Corkery, executive director, said 
donations from churches have declined 
dramatically over the past several years as 
they struggle with their own financial crises. 
She thanked the Presbyterian Church for 
its particularly steady support throughout 
difficult times. 


|2 Presbyterian Record 


Smit Joins The Vine 

A new face is coming to national offices as 
Tori Smit prepares to replace Dorothy Hen- 
derson as associate secretary of the Vine 
resource network. She will begin work in 
October. 

Smit is a diaconal minister with 25 years of 
experience in Christian education and a pas- 
sion for innovative ministries. She has served 
in anumber of churches in Ontario and Flo- 
rida, most recently as director of youth and 
family ministries at Knox in Guelph, Ont. 


And Another New, sorta, Face 
For two years, Diana Kellington has worked 
at national offices “temporarily” as she filled 
in for staff members on parental or sick 
leaves. But as of July 1, she will take on a 
permanent position as accountant for the 
national church. 

After a year as senior administrator of 
Presbyterian World Service and Develop- 
ment, Kellington spent a five and a half 
month stint in Financial Services as clerk 
of accounts payable. Then it was back to 
PWS&D for finance and administration. 

Kellington will replace May Maltby, who 
has served five years and recently accep- 
ted a controller position in a Mississauga 
accounting firm. 


DeWolfe Teaches at AST 
Rev. Laurence DeWolfe, author of the 
Record’s Progressive Lectionary column, 
was appointed assistant professor of Pasto- 
ral Theology at the Atlantic School of Theo- 
logy. He is expected to begin July. 

DeWolfe has served nine years as an 
adjunct faculty member and 26 years in 
pastoral ministry. 


Hamilton Moves to Oro 
Fresh from his graduation in May, Rev. Mike 
Hamilton was ordained as Trinity Oro’s 
new minister in June. The congregation 
voted unanimously to call him. 

Hamilton, 38, is stepping into the pulpit 
after former minister Rev. Carey Nieuwhof 
left the Presbyterian Church to join a con- 


servative U.S.-based church in October 
2007. Most members of the 1,000 plus 
congregation followed, with about 150 
remaining. 

“The congregation is ready to move for- 
ward and has done great work,” he said. 
“| think it would be naive not to recognize 
that there's been some history. But God has 
done great things in this congregation and 
we're relying on Him to lead the way.” For 
more information: trinitycommunity.org 


Another Almanarah 

Almanarah, a new Arabic-speaking con- 
gregation, was constituted in London 
presbytery in May. The group has been 
meeting since 2004 and began as a satellite 
mission of Almanarah in Mississauga, Ont. 

It is the first congregation constituted by 
the presbytery in 35 years. 

The congregation will continue to 
meet in St. George's, London, as Egyptian- 
educated William Khalil, worship leader, 
pursues ordination as a minister of word 
and sacraments in the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada. 


A Mystery Solved 

A cryptic reference to “a Presbyterian mini- 
ster who survived the bullets of a religious 
fanatic,” in a newspaper article, started 
speculation on the Presbyterian Church's 
Facebook group. Who was this minister? 

According to research by Rev. Peter 
Bush, editor of the Presbyterian History 
newsletter and Al Clarkson,a member of the 
Presbyterian Museum advisory committee, 
the mystery man was Rev. John McPherson 
Scott, a former minister of St. John’s, Toronto 
and the founder of what is today’s Scott 
Mission. 

Scott's would-be assassin was Harry 
Asher, who had worked with Scott as a 
missionary to Jews in the city. Scott dismis- 
sed Asher on allegations of misconduct. 
On Dec. 23, 1914, Scott was hit once in the 
hip and a second bullet was deflected by a 
steel case for his glasses that he carried in 
his left pocket. @ 
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NEWS 


Consistent, Persistent Voice 


The Canadian Council of Churches discusses faith and the economy. BY KATIE MUNNIK 


IT IS THE TASK OF THE CHURCH TO pro- 
claim a hopeful imagination for the 
world. That was the overriding mes- 
sage of Faith and a Sustainable Econ- 
omy, a forum held by the Canadian 
Council of Churches in Ottawa in May. 
The forum was hosted by the council’s 
Commission on Justice and Peace, and 
the day was composed of three panel 
discussions: community and _ policy, 
theology, and churches. There were 
economic and ecological updates to 
give context to the discussion of cur- 


Being the Church is not just about 
being heard; it is also about listening, 
both compassionately and critically 


rent issues facing the world and the 
Church. There were theological dissec- 
tions of the role to which the Church 
is called in this time of global uncer- 
tainty and transition. And there were 
challenging reflections from church 
leaders, grounding change optimisti- 
cally in spiritual formation, deep bib- 
lical reading and an abiding sense of 
human dignity. 

In the spring of 2007, the council 
made a decision to meet once a year 
in Ottawa. Rev. Dr. James Christie, 
outgoing president of the council, 
said, “Through this Churches’ Week 
in Ottawa the CCC is strengthening 
the presence of churches in public life, 
drawing on a long tradition of engage- 
ment in the public square, and con- 
tributing to the public dialogue today 
on matters which affect all people in 
Canada and the world.” 

Several members of Parliament—Rick 
Dykstra, Pierre Ducasse, John McKay 
and Yves Lessard—participated in a 
roundtable at lunchtime. Together they 
spoke about specific policy concerns 
which could use the advocacy leader- 


ship of religious groups. By 
and large, they acknowl- 
edged that the current eco- 
nomic system is broken 
and that Canada—and the 
world—needs __ inspiration 
to build better structures 
grounded in sustainability 
and justice. 

Peter Noteboom, associ- 
ate secretary of the justice 
commission, spoke of the 
necessity for the Canadian 
Council of Churches—and, by exten- 
sion, the Church at large—to be a 
“consistent, persistent voice” in the 
public square and to build mutual 
relationships. Being the Church is not 
just about being heard; it is also about 
listening, both compassionately and 
critically. 

The vibrant discussion during the 
day reaffirmed a strong message: 
The church can bring moral clarity, 


Members of Parliament speak at the CCC event. 


spiritual critique and an_ interces- 
sory voice to the table because we 
believe people, situations and cre- 
ation itself are redeemable. Today’s 
world is filled with opportunities for 
fear and despair. Churches, as physi- 
cal communities of Christ, should be 
fearless in speaking of the hope that 
characterizes them. We are a people 
of hope, and hope is needed in the 
world today. @ 


¢GEM 


Guardian Ethical Management Inc. 


Endowments 
Foundations 

Pension Plans 

Capital Funds 
Charitable Organizations 


Bringing Sustainable Investing To 
Institutional Investors 


The combined excellence of established industry leaders: Guardian Capital LP and Ethical Fune 


Disciplined investment management consistent with promoting a sustainable society. 


Providing institutional investors with an integrated Socially Responsible Investing so 


Ongoing shareholder engagement sets us apart. 


To find out more about GEM, contact John M. Clancy, CFA 


jclancy@gemportfolios.com 
416.350.6880 
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NEWS 


Impressive Partnerships 


PWS&D leads a project to send relief to thousands of Pakistani refugees. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


IT 1S A TALE OF LOAVES AND FISHES. As 
stories of refugees and other displaced 
nersons in Pakistan hit the newspapers 
in May, Presbyterian World Service 
and Development’s Guy Smagghe 
called the Pakistani branch of Church 
World Service and asked if there was 
some way the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada could help. 

There was. The two organizations 
drew up plans to reach 4,500 families. 
(An earlier rapid response program 
reaching 300 families was imple- 
mented quickly.) 

Drawn with a local Pakistani partner, 
the plans included an ecumenical 
contingent: “We then invited other 
denominations to contribute equity 
towards this project,” Smagghe told 
the Record. Four churches responded— 
the development and relief agencies of 
the United, Anglican and Mennonite 
churches and the Pentecostal Assem- 
blies of Canada. 

“So in the end, PWS&D will 
contribute $100,000 to the project.” 
However, through long established 
relationships with ecumenical part- 
ners, PWS&D’s contribution becomes 
multiplied to approximately $900,000, 
with the added assistance of the 
Canadian International Development 
Agency. 

“With those resources, we could 
develop a project to help 4,500 fami- 
lies for three months at a cost of $11 
per person per month,” said Smagghe. 
The per person cost for the rapid 
response program to 300 families was 
higher, due to economies of scale. 

In May, fighting was escalating in 
portions of northwestern Pakistan 
as government troops clashed with 
Taliban members, driving an estimated 
2.5 million people from their homes. 
Many took refuge outside of estab- 
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lished camps, often with host commu- 
nities who struggle to support the 
influx of displaced people. The United 
Nations Refugee Agency worried it 
may become the largest displacement 
of people since the crisis in Rwanda. 
PWS&D’s relationship with CWS in 
Pakistan “began after the earthquake 
of 2005,” Smagghe said. “After a field 
visit to the affected areas, and an 
exploratory visit to Pakistan, we had 


The United Nations Refugee Agency 
worried it may become the largest 
displacement of people since 
the crisis in Rwanda 


further discussions to look at other 
areas of need. Furthermore the director 
of CWS (Pakistan), visited national 
offices in Toronto as well as CFGB 
in Winnipeg and I went with him to 
CIDA headquarters in Gatineau. Since 
then we’ve taken on food security 
projects in Pakistan and Afghanistan 
as well as a Girls’ Education Project in 
Afghanistan.” 

Ken Kim, director of PWS&D, trav- 
elled to Pakistan with Siggi Holzhaeuer 
of CFGB in February. “Both Siggi and I 
have seen projects in numerous coun- 
tries,” Kim told the Record. “And we 
were still impressed by what CWS was 
able to accomplish with the resources 
provided. So when this latest need 
came along, CFGB had no doubts 
about the quality and capacity of our 
local partner to deliver the goods.” @ 
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World News in Brief 


Don’t Say Gay 

The Scotsman—A General Assembly deci- 
sion has barred clerics in the (Presbyterian) 
Church of Scotland from speaking publicly 
about homosexuality for at least two years. 
The motion followed a controversial deci- 
sion to uphold the appointment of Rev. Scott 
Rennie, an openly gay minister living in a re- 
lationship, which passed with a vote of 326 
to 267 at the May assembly. 

Inthe wake of this decision, clerics worried 
that further debate about human sexuality 
could result in a motion that would seek 
to bar openly homosexual people from 
entering ministry. Such a move could split 
the church. 

Members agreed to postpone any such 
vote until a commission has studied the is- 
sue and reported back in 2011.During the in- 
tervening years, no openly gay ministers can 
be appointed and members are forbidden 
to speak in public about openly homosexual 
ministers. 


God’s Out for Guides? 


Girl Guides of Canada—Emotions flared 
in late May as adult leaders and parents re- 
ceived an email survey that suggested Girl 
Guides of Canada may remove a reference to 
God and faith from its well-known promise. 

“People feel very strongly about this is- 
sue,” a representative told the Record. She 
noted that some think such a change would 
be a positive step to make the organization 
more inclusive, while others have strong 
attachments to tradition and the personal 
meaning of the current promise. Results of 
the survey should be released in September, 
but a final decision will probably take longer 
as the movement struggles with its identity 
and relevance in the modern world. 

The promise was revised 15 years ago to 
allow members to substitute the word “faith” 
in place of “God’ if they preferred. 

About 20,000 adult leaders and 89,000 
girls are members of the organization, which 
will celebrate its centenary next year. 


New Diocese 


The Anglican Journal—The Anglican Net- 
work in Canada, a group composed of 29 
churches that have split from the Anglican 
Church in Canada, is set to become a dioce- 
se of the newly formed Anglican Church in 
North America. 

The Anglican Network is composed of 12 
church groups that split from the ACC and Epi- 
scopal Church over issues of homosexuality 
and gay marriage. 

The ACNA held its first assembly in June 
in Bedford, Texas where a draft constitution 
and church bylaws were presented for rati- 
fication. 


ACT Together 


ACT—Two development bodies are amalga- 
mating to create the ACT Alliance. The new 
body will draw on a common income of 
more than $2 billion US and a staff of 40,000 
including volunteers. 

The two Geneva-based organizations, 
Action By Churches Together International, 
which focuses on emergency relief, and ACT 
Development, which works on long-term de- 
velopment, represent more than 150 agen- 
cies, churches and organizations, including 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada through 
a partnership with PWS&D. 


Techno Ministers 


ENI—To stem a nationwide shortage 
of full-time clergy, the Church of Scotland 
is considering the use of “virtual ministers” 
who would preach over a live video link to 
congregations that do not have a perma- 
nent minister. 

Gordon Bell, media relations officer with 
the church, said the link would be especially 
useful for reaching isolated island congre- 
gations. “We think this is not only a first for 
Scotland but also a first for the whole of the 
United Kingdom.” 

There are presently an estimated 190 full- 
time vacancies for clergy across Scotland, 
which has a population of 5.1 million. 


IN BRIEF 
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Political Theatre 


ENI—The United Church of Zambia is using 
street theatre and broadcast media to en- 
courage church members to get involved 
in efforts to influence negotiations between 
the European Union and their country on 
trade issues. 

The initiative comes when many African 
countries are involved in bilateral talks with 
the 27-nation EU about the terms of Economic 
Partnership Agreements, intended to open 
up African markets through deregulation. 

“Up until now, the church has not been 
involved in trying to influence the govern- 
ment on global multilateral trade issues,” 
said Puleng LenkaBula, a consultant working 
on behalf of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches. 


Nun Leads Presbyterians 


ENi—The appointment of a Roman Catholic 
nun as dean of San Francisco Theological Se- 
minary, a school of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), illustrates the truth of the saying “to be 
Reformed is to be ecumenical’ said Rev. Setri 
Nyomi, general secretary of the World Allian- 
ce of Reformed Churches. 

Earlier in June, Elizabeth Liebert became 
the first Catholic sister to be named as dean 
of a Presbyterian seminary in the United 
States. 

Liebert has spent more than two decades 
teaching at the 138-year-old seminary in San 
Anselmo, California, and she will replace Rev. 
Jana Childers, who will step down on June 
30 after nearly eight years as dean. @ 
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Christina’s 


Faith 


Rooted in her heart. BY CHRISTINA GILLARD 


s a young adult representative I came to the 2009 
Aces Assembly expecting to be bored. I came 

thinking I would be too young among my peers 
and too immature to follow the content in the sederants. 
I came close to tears at the realization of how thick my 
binder was. I came afraid of my brothers and sisters. | 
came feeling small and intimidated by the formality of the 
proceedings at hand. I left the assembly with a smile on 
my face and teary goodbyes to my church family. 

We went to the _ briefing 
sessions, and embraced them 
with undisguised relief. The 
overview of the portions of the 
binder we may have skimmed 
through was incredibly helpful 
and informative. We found out 
about the Women’s Mission 
Society and Youth in Mission. 
We had doors in our futures opening everywhere we turned, 
and for that I am truly grateful. We were exposed to topics 
we had not considered beforehand, and were shown the 
importance of all aspects of our church. We were excited to 
see the energy and excitement sparked by youth programs 
like Canada Youth, and the possibility of websites for indi- 
vidual churches. The briefing sessions allowed us to feel 
comfortable enough to vocalize our opinions in front of the 
Moderator and the commissioners in an articulate and often 
confident manner. 

This being the 40th anniversary of the existence of YARs we 
were granted an advisory vote. I was thrilled when the vote 
was passed after some unexpected debate. The vote allowed 
us to voice our opinion without suppressing our thoughts 
because we were too afraid to stand up to the microphone 
and address the assembly as a whole. It was an honour to be 
granted the ability to show the stance of the youth without 
having to articulate an often complex or lengthy opinion, 
giving us more opportunity to stumble through our point 
and lose our original train of thought along the way. Once 
again we would like to thank the assembly for allowing us 
the extra voice that we craved. 
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I came to assembly expecting my 
faith to be lessened. I expected 
the political aspects to overpower 
the spiritual aspects. I thought ... 
I would lose faith in our system 


The night the Moderator was chosen, he and Captain 
Charles Deogratias, a Canadian Forces padre, visited our 
common room. After the usual introductions and after 
the conclusion to our questions and concerns, we were 
immediately captivated by Charles’ story. We listened 
to him for hours, totally engaged and hanging on every 
word. He was dripping with energy and so many connec- 
tions were made with him even though our life experi- 
ences were so different. Charles found a place in all of 
our hearts, just as he has in the 
hearts of the soldiers whom he 
guides through times of hard- 
ship. He was an inspiration and 
he motivated us to do some- 
thing with our lives and to 
make something of ourselves. 
“It is always one person who 
changes the world,” he told 
us. Why can’t that one person be one of us? He asked us 
to reach for more than what we would normally reach 
for and encouraged us to ask questions, and to strive for 
better not only in our faith community, but also in our 
global community. 

I came to assembly expecting my faith to be lessened. I 
expected the political aspects to overpower the spiritual 
aspects. I thought that, through knowledge of the inner 
struggles of our church, I would lose my centre and faith 
in our system. I came ignorant but left enlightened. We left 
with a faith that was rooted in our hearts and a commu- 
nity made stronger by our love in Christ. We left with 
passion and energy, and hopes of seeing each other again 
whenever the next opportunity presents itself at General 
Assemblies to come. @ 


Christina Gillard, 16, was a representative from the Presbytery 
of London. This is about half of the article she wrote—the whole 
thing is on our website. Andrew Faiz is expected to return next 
month—though, since the September issue is devoted to Canada 
Youth 2009, he reserves the right to hand the column over to a 
similarly younger and wiser voice. 
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LIGHTING — 
COMMITTEE 
REPORT 


A Young Adult Representatives skit 


Convener: This is the report on lighting. 
Recommendation No. 1: That the light 
bulbs be changed. 


Moderator. The floor is now open to 
discussion. 


Eun: ''m Eun Go from the Presbytery of 
Newfoundland. !d like to speak against 
this recommendation. We have had the 
other light bulb for such a long time. | 
don't see why we need to change it.| 
feel like we are being hasty. 


Allyssa: Allyssa de Bruijn from the Pres- 
bytery of Northern Saskatchewan. I'd 
like to speak in favour of this recom- 
mendation. We do not want our youth 
in the dark! How can we be the light of 
the world without a light bulb?! 


David. | feel like we are being led into 
this decision. | don't want to be herded 
into this. 


Moderator: Excuse me. State your name, 
presbytery and intent. 


David: David Sturtevant from Waterloo. | 
think changing light bulbs could put a fi- 
nancial strain on the church at this point 
in time. It could be costly and I’m not 
sure about the funding or the necessity. 


Shannon:\'m Shannon Caesar from 
the Presbytery of Niagara and Id like 
to move an amendment.| think this 
recommendation should be referred to 
the committee on finance. 


Moderator: We need to receive the 
amendment in writing and then have it 
posted on the screen. 


——continued on page 19 
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THE BIGGER PICTURE 


The assembly truly made a joyful noise. By HARVEY SELF 


of the bigger picture of the Church. We can all so very easily get totally 

wrapped up in what we are doing on a congregational level. But at 
assembly we see the bigger picture. We see what our Church continues to 
do—even though times are tough economically—in mission and in service 
around the world through Presbyterians Sharing and Presbyterian World 
Service and Development. We meet mission partners and brothers and sisters 
in Christ from across Canada and around the globe. 

We were inspired to see and hear what God is doing among the aboriginal 
peoples of Taiwan, and through Archbishop Elias Chacour and the Melkite 
Catholic Church in Galilee among Palestinian Christian, Muslim and Israeli 
children. 

We were moved to tears by the assembly’s commemoration of the 15th 
anniversary of the Confession of the Presbyterian Church in Canada to our 
aboriginal peoples for all the wrongs that were done through the residential 
schools. I was excited to hear that the Presbyterian Church in Nigeria is plan- 
ning to grow threefold in the next few years, a pretty amazing goal considering 
their membership is already near one million. We have indeed a great deal to 
learn from the faith and the enthusiasm of our African brothers and sisters. 

We have reason to praise God that Canadian Presbyterians can worship 
God with the wonderful pipe organ at Redeemer College but also with 
youthful praise bands from across the Presbytery of Hamilton. The assembly 
truly made a joyful noise. m 
—from the sermon delivered by Rev. Harvey Self, Moderator of the 135th General Assembly, 
to his home congregation of Tweedsmuir, Orangeville, Ont., on June 14, 2009. 
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ee me, the greatest experience in this assembly was to catch a glimpse 
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TRY THE UNTHINKABLE © 


The moderator.of the 134th General Assembly challenges 
the Church. Again. 8y CHEOL SOON PARK 


e Presbyterians are highly trained polity people. We try to be 

practical and most of all, biblical. But Zacchaeus, in the gospel 

of Luke, teaches us an important lesson as a Christian who expe- 
rienced vast love and acceptance: we should be willing to try something 
unthinkable. Something impractical. Unacceptable. Something past where 
we draw the limit of where we are willing to go. Something we’ve delayed 
many times. 

We're prudent people. We don’t make decisions easily, carelessly. We 
delay the process, postpone the sederunt. We don’t want to waste money. 
We're trying to be honest, frank, diligent. 

I’m impressed and blessed by the structure, system and protection we 
have. We’re not used to making mistakes, especially from unpreparedness. 
| We don’t like the unexpected; something surprising. 

Zacchaeus was not a Presbyterian. 

If Zacchaeus did what he said he would do—give half his money to the 
church, and pay restitution to those he had cheated—he would be left with 
nothing. 

I think he made a conscious decision. He knew he’d be in red ink. But 
he did it with joy and happiness. Why? Because he had experienced life in 
abundance. He had seen the marvelous love and gra‘ > of God. , a 

Maybe we get caught up by our almost perfect system. Our own tradition. 72 n .t would like 
Our norms and standards and ways of doing things. m j 
—from Rev. Cheol Soon Park’s sermon at the assembly’s opening worship, June 7th, 
2009, at Redeemer University, Hamilton, Ont. Park was moderator of the 134th 
General Assembly. 
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SERVANT LEADERSHIP 


Standing shoulder to shoulder with the parishioners. 


alled 
Ss 


THE CANADIAN FORG 


chaplain provides servant leadership to his or her unit—a servant 

who is loving and cares for his people. He or she is a reminder 

of the eternal and holy under the unholiest of circumstances. A 
human face in inhuman situations. A sanctuary and starting point far 
from the absurdity of war. 

The most important role a chaplain can play is as a friend. From the 
commanding officer to the newest recruit, they can offer a listening ear and 
a friendly face in any circumstance. 

As a chaplain, you work alongside your parishioners in everything. You 
eat with them and train with them and pray with them. And God can work 
among us in ways that are unimaginable to a civilian minister. 

We have 238 chaplains today because we’re at war. We have to be opera- 
tionally relevant. If you go outside of Kandahar City, all the existential ques- 
tions are being asked: Is this all there is? Is there life after death? Because if 
there’s no God, it’s just ‘life’s tough and then you die.’ 

—BRIGADIER GENERAL DAVID KETTLE, Chaplain General of the Canadian Armed 
Forces and a Presbyterian minister. 


e’re there with them when they’re injured or hurt or dead. And 

we're there for their buddies and we minister for both in very real 

ways. As chaplains, we bring the presence of God. And we don’t 
do it in a chapel; we do it by standing shoulder to shoulder with them. 
—CAPTAIN DWIGHT NELSON, Presbyterian chaplain in the Canadian Armed Forces. @ 
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‘IT WAS WRONG’ 


Help us repent. 


hose words the Prime Minister spoke [on June 11, 2008] brought back 

the old memories from my residential school days. The feelings of 

sheer loneliness, the homesickness, the fear of being there... Former 
dorm mates who were no longer around. Maybe it was the lost child within 
me waiting all those years to hear those words. I needed to hear those 
words—”It was wrong”—and never thought that I would live to hear them. 
The public acknowledgement that what had been done to us in the past 
was wrong added to the healing process for myself. The Prime Minister’s 
words and actions that day were a true act of healing and reconciliation. 
—VIVIAN KETCHUM is a residential school survivor and member of the Healing 
and Reconciliation Advisory Committee of the PCC. She works at Winnipeg Inner 
City Missions. 


ord, we seek your help and support in the journey towards true healing 
and reconciliation in Canada and in the Church. We seek the strength 
and guidance and comfort of your Holy Spirit, so that aboriginal 
peoples of Canada can return to the sacred teachings and ceremonies of 
their traditional elders and return to the loving arms and sacred word of 
Jesus Christ. We also ask that the whole Church, the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada, can support them in this walk and walk with them in all parts of the 
journey of life and be their brothers and sisters, as you intended for all of us, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord ... 
Lord, help us all to repent from our part in this whole painful part of 
history. 
—REV. STEWART FOLSTER of the Ojibway people and Director of Saskatoon Native 
Circle Ministry in a closing prayer. 
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A TRUE 
PARTNERSHIP 


Brothers and sisters, we started this 
journey of partnership between the 
Presbyterian Church of Nigeria and the 
Canadian Presbyterian Church many 
years ago. During this period, you have 
made many and varied contributions to 
the Presbyterian witness and growth in 
our nation, Nigeria. We can recall with 
delight and pride the labour and sacrifi- 
ce of men and women like: E. H. Johnson, 
Agnes Gollan, Dorothy Bulmer, Walter 
McLean, Majorie Ross, Earl Roberts, Rus- 
sell Hall, Donald MacKay, Arlene (Randall) 
Onuoha, Rick Fee, among many others. 
We cannot forget them and their con- 
tributions in the hurry. You gave us so. 
much ina visible manner: love, support, 
hope and faith for the future, The impact 
of your contribution towards spreading 
the gospel in the fields of education, 
health care delivery and administration 
are still living testimonies with us which 
cannot be easily forgotten. —Rev.Dr _ 
Ubon Bassey Usung, Moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church of Nigeria 


BEYOND HEATHER 
AND PLODER 


Our denominations have stories: tales 
of how the Lord formed us, how He led 


us through times of peace and conflict, . 


times of abundance and scarcity, times 
of laughter and tears. As the heritage of 
the Reformed perspective belongs to 
both of us, some version of Presby- 
terian polity Is [also in the Christian 
Reformed Church]. 

Scotland figures prominently in the 
natrative of the PCC. The Netherlands 
has to be mentioned when talking 
about the ... CRC. But our tales go be- 
yond those countries, and the Lord has 
taken us out of and beyond the heather 
and the polders.—_Rev. Bruce Adena, 
Director of the Christian Reformed Church 
in Canada and President of the Canadian 
Council of Churches 
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COURT TALES 


Overtures, resolutions and other business. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


FORTY YEARS OF YARS 

Young adult representatives, celebrat- 
ing their 40th anniversary at General 
Assembly, received an advisory vote 
on motions of their choice. 

The “green card” vote—which 
took place before the commissioners 
voted by raising yellow cards—was 
intended to tell commissioners where 
the representatives stood on a given 
issue. But all final decisions were left 
in the hands of commissioners, who 
are accountable to their presbyteries. 

Feedback from commissioners will 
help determine if the advisory vote 
should be implemented at future as- 
semblies. 

Forty years ago they were called 
“young adult observers,” remembered 
Rummelt Hummelen, and they had 
neither voice nor vote on the floor of 
assembly, although they were occa- 
sionally invited to speak to the court. 
They also produced daily newsletters 
for commissioners that outlined the 
young peoples’ opinions. Hummelen, 
who had been active in the Presbyte- 
rian Young People’s Society in the late 
60s was insrumental in starting the 
YAOs/YARs at General Assembly. 


LAY MISSIONARIES TO OFFER 
COMMUNION 

A report from Ministry and Church 
Vocations explored the church’s the- 
ology of the sacraments and conclud- 
ed that allowing presbyteries to com- 
mission lay missionaries to adminis- 
ter communion was “not advisable 
at this time.” However, after heated 
debate, assembly approved an amend- 
ment to allow lay missionaries to ad- 
minister communion, and to refer the 


matter “to the Clerks of Assembly and 
to Ministry and Church Vocations for 
legislation, guidelines, education and 
requirements.” 

The court also passed a recommen- 
dation that bars lay missionaries from 
serving as members of presbytery in 
remote areas unless they are also ap- 
pointed as representative elders. 


EXECUTIVE STIPENDS RAISED 
THREE PER CENT 

National office executive staff will re- 
ceive a three per cent increase to their 
stipends, or just under half of the 6.9 
per cent increase recommended by 
Assembly Council. Commissioners 
expressed concern about the shaky 
economy and perceived unfairness 
between the stipends paid to execu- 
tive staff and those of congregation- 
al ministers, especially as churches 
across the country tighten their belts 
to deal with declining membership 
and revenue. 

The recommended 6.9 per cent 
was just over half of a 13 per cent 
increase recommended to Assembly 
Council by a Toronto-based human 
resources firm. 


ECUMENICAL SHARED MINISTRIES 
An Ecumenical Shared Ministries 
Handbook was endorsed for use in 
congregations and presbyteries that 
seek to share ministry with churches 
from other denominations. The re- 
source was developed by a taskforce 
that included representatives from 
the United, Anglican and Evangelical 
Lutheran churches. 

Rev. Karen Hincke, a member of 
the taskforce, expressed hope the new 
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handbook would offer alternatives for 
remote and rural congregations with- 
out an ordained Presbyterian minister. 
The document can be found at www. 
ecumenism.net/smb/index.htm. 


BIENNIAL ASSEMBLIES 
A report exploring the possibility of 
holding General Assemblies every 
second year will be sent to synods, 
presbyteries, sessions and standing 
committees for study and response 
by January 31, 2010. Each will indi- 
cate whether or not the court sup- 
ports or opposes the concept of bien- 
nial assemblies in principle. 
Assembly Council will report the 
feedback at next year’s assembly. 
The cost of yearly assemblies is 
about $350,000 and is drawn from 
Presbyterians Sharing funds. 


RESPONDING TO THE MIDDLE 
EAST CONFLICT — 
The Moderator will write letters to 
Canadian government officials re- 
questing information about steps 
that have been taken to encourage 
trade between Canada and territories 
controlled by the Palestinian Author- 
ity, and to General Electric asking 
about the use of Apache helicopters— 
for which GE manufactures a propul- 
sion system—in reported attacks on 
densely populated areas of Gaza. The 
church held 10,000 shares in GE at 
the end of 2008. 

The PCC does not support a gener- 
al boycott or sanctions against Israel. 

The International Affairs Com- 
mittee also renewed a recommenda- 
tion urging congregations and indi- 
viduals to consider trips to the Holy 
Land sponsored by the Sabeel Ecu- 
menical Liberation Theology Centre 
in Jerusalem. 

An additional motion from a com- 
missioner asked that the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada “recognize the 


State of Israel’s 60th anniversary and 
its attempts to foster democracy in 
the Middle East at the same time rec- 
ognizing with contrition the Church 
Universal’s long history of anti-Semi- 
tism and seeking greater understand- 
ing in the future.” 


NO TO ‘PERSON’ 
An overture from the session of St. 
Andrew’s, Ottawa, asked the assembly 
to issue a declaratory act that would 
define marriage in accordance with 
the wording used in the Westminster 
Confession, one of the subordinate 
standards of the church, as “the so- 
lomnization before Almightly God of 
the vows of commitment and loyalty 
of two persons, one for the other, for 
the duration of their lives and to the 
exclusion of all others.” Assembly re- 
fused to receive the overture. 

Forty commissioners registered 
their dissent at the decision. 


OTHER BUSINESS: 

e The Committee on Church Doc- 
trine explored whether or not min- 
isters should act as civil representa- 
tives by signing marriage licenses. 
They suggested that religious mar- 
riages should be distinct from civil 
arrangements, but recommended 
that ministers be given the option 
of signing marriage licenses if they 
so desire. 

e A draft of a Korean edition of Liv- 
ing Faith will be sent to presbyter- 
ies for study and review before 
December. It may be adopted at a 
future assembly. 

e The assembly approved a response 
to an open letter from Muslim 
scholars, clerics and intellectuals at 
the Royal Aal-Bayt Institute for Is- 
lamic Thought. The original letter, 
entitled A Common Word Between 
Us and You, and responses from 
other faith groups are available » 
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BABY MODERATOR 


Six-month-old Hannah de Jong was the 
youngest person to ever moderate the 
General Assembly—even If it was only 
for a few minutes as part of a skit by the 
young adult representatives. _ 

Her mom, Amber de Jong, isan - 
elder at St. Andrew's, Beechwood, Ont., 
and attended last year’s assembly as 
a commissioner for the Presbytery of 
Lambton-West Middlesex. She had so 
much fun she came back this year as a 
YAR. She may be the only person to pull 
that switch in that order. 


G.A. BLUES 


| heard my presbytery 

had begun a search, 
To find some elders 

to represent the church. 
When | was asked, | stood real tall, 
And | was proud to answer the call! 
Then in the mail a binder came, 
A big package addressed to my name. 
| saw reports there and | turned pale, 
There was enough to choke © 

a good sized whale! 
Here are reports we really think 

you should peruse. 
| got the first time commissioner 

at the General Assembly blues! 


Same Assembly Required, a CD by 
Angus Sutherland. Hear tracks on the 
Record’s website. Purchase through 
the Book Room, 


OTHER BUSINESS, CONTINUED... 


at www.acommonword.com. 


e TheChurch reaffirmedits relationship 


with the Christian Reformed Church 
in North America. The CRCNA and 
PCC share a Reformed heritage and 
are members of the Canadian Coun- 
cil of Churches and the World Alli- 
ance of Reformed Churches. 

Rev. Dr. Dorcas Gordon was ap- 
pointed to another five-year term as 
principal of Knox College, Toronto. 
A commissioner’s overture urged 
the Moderator to ask the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs to denounce 
the judicial process that led to the 
conviction of two U.S. journalists 
in North Korea in June, and to use 
their good offices to seek their re- 
lease. It also asked the government 
to call on China to safeguard North 
Korean refugees in their territory, 
and to express concern to the UN 
High Commission for Refugees. 
The International Affairs Commit- 
tee will also monitor the situation 
and report back next year. 
Presbyteries and synods are discour- 
aged from entering into third party 
employment contracts for prison 
chaplains, as many contracts offer 
the presbytery or synod minimal 
control in the relationship, but re- 
quire it to shoulder much of the 
risk and financial burden. 
Churches will not be reimbursed for 
moving expenses if a minister stays 
at a charge for less than three years. 
Assembly Council agreed to let an ad 
hoc committee continue research- 
ing a potential clause to be included 
in call documents that could require 
ministers to refund some moving 
costs in such situations, except in 
cases of illness or death. Another re- 
port will follow next year. 

In response to an overture regarding 
a missionary commissioned by the 
Presbytery of Western Han-Ca for 
service in South Africa, Internation- 


al Ministries said there is nothing in 
the existing policies to prevent pres- 
byteries from setting up their own 
mission programs and appointing 
previously ordained ministers or 
lay persons as missionaries, so long 
as the presbytery provides the mini- 
mum level of stipend and benefits 
stipulated by the church. 

The Moderator will write to the 
Minister of Citizenship and Immi- 
gration to express the church’s con- 
tinued concern for professionally 
trained immigrants who struggle to 
settle in Canada and find employ- 
ment in their fields. Assembly also 
approved recommendations to write 
the federal, provincial and territorial 
ministers of health enquiring about 
commitments to homecare and 
drug coverage established in a 2004 
accord. Churches are encouraged to 
find out more about the challenges 
faced by immigrants in their com- 
munities. 

Ministry and Church Vocations will 
establish a working group to look at 
the impact of mental health issues 
on church leadership and will re- 
port back in the future. 
Congregations are encouraged to 
join the Record’s Every Home Plan 
as an important way to stay in- 
formed about the PCC. 

"In the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the only King and Head of 
the Church, and by the authority 
of this assembly, I now dissolve 
this assembly and appoint another 
General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in Canada to meet in 
Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, on the 
first Sunday in June, in the year of 
our Lord, two thousand and ten, 
at seven thirty in the evening, lo- 
cal time.”—Moderator Rev. Harvey 
Self, closing the 135th General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada. @ 


= For more General Assembly coverage—Blogs, Photos and Music—please go to www.presbyterianrecord.ca | 
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PRESBYTERIAN WORLD SERVICE AND DEVELOPMENT 

IS INVOLVED IN SEVERAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN 
NORTHERN MALAWI. THE WORK IS CHALLENGING, BUT 
AS THESE FACES SHOW, THERE IS STILL HOPE, AND JOY. 
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The faces tell the tale of a long history of progress and 
partnership. Through PWS&D the church is working together 
to provide hope and opportunity in the warm heart of Malawi. 
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From small plots of land, hillsides have transformed 
into a cornucopia of food: corn, cassava, tomatoes, 
pumpkins... A feast that feeds the future. 
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As education spreads through villages, it gives 
birth to a new generation of farmers learning to 
improve their crops, children dreaming to become 
doctors, and women empowered to lead. 
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Change is palpable. From children to elders, 
programs in health, water, food, livestock and 
education are changing lives. The spirits of those 
young and old, weak and strong, are rising to 
live free from poverty. 
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READ JACKIE HOEKSTRA’S PAINTERLY PORTRAIT OF 
SOUTHERN MALAWI ONLINE AT wwwpresbyterianrecord.ca 
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THEOLOGY 101 


Jesus in Islam 


Christianity’s cousin also follows the Book. BY JOSEPH MCLELLAND 


uestion: What do you call 

someone, other than a Chris- 

tian, who believes Jesus was 

born of the Virgin Mary and 
will judge the world at the end? 

Answer: A Muslim. 

The religion called Islam (“submis- 
sion to God’s will”) is a special case 
for Christians because it was formed 
after the church had been founded 
for centuries, and has the Bible as 
one of its chief sources. It’s not really 
a “non-Christian” religion, but a sort 
of cousin—after all, Ishmael (“God 
hears”) was half-brother to Isaac, with 


his own covenant from God, as we 
noted in the last column. According 
to the Muslim scripture, the Qur’an, 
“those who believe” (muslims) include 
Jews and Christians (2:62, 5:69). Jesus 
(Issa) has a unique place, from his 
virgin birth in beginning to his special 
role as Judge at the End: 
God raised him to Himself. ... And 
before they come to die, the people 
of the Book, to a man, will believe 
in him. On the day of resurrection 
he will be a witness against them. 
(Surat 4:159) 
So there is a kind of “soft Chris- 


tology” within the Qur’an, although 
the stress on the absolute unity of God 
rejects Trinitarian ideas: 

People of the Book, do not go to 
unwarranted lengths in your reli- 
gion and get involved in false utter- 
ances relating to God. Truly Jesus, > 
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Mary’s son, was the messenger of 
God and His word—the word which 
He imparted to Mary—and a spirit 
from Him. Believe, then, in God 
and His messengers and do not talk 
of three gods. You are well advised 
to abandon such ideas. Truly God is 
one God. Glory be to Him and no 
“son” to Him whose are all things in 
heaven and the earth, their one and 
only guardian. (Surat 4:171f) 

What is often missed, however, is 
the status accorded the Book itself. As 
the Canadian Presbyterian professor of 
Islam Wilfred C. Smith used to insist, 
in order to “compare” Islam and Chris- 
tianity, one must grasp the proper 
analogues: the Tradi- 


ronment,” emerging when Chris- 
tian doctrine was not yet settled or 
universal. Indeed, if Muhammad 
had seen a better kind of Christi- 
anity rather than the rather ignorant 
type around him, his overtures to 
the church might have proved radi- 
cally different. When he called Chris- 
tians “People of the Book” and even 
Muslims, he raised a significant point. 
Should “Muslim” or “Christian” 
be taken as a noun or an adjective? 
(Is there a corresponding entity?) 
When I obey God’s will I am doing 
something Muslim; when I love my 
neighbour I am Jewish; when I lose 
myself in contemplation I am Hindu; 


in Christ’s name. (Do you feel respon- 
sible for Christian extremists like the Ku 
Klux Klan, Jim Jones and Jonestown, 
polygymists in Bountiful, B.C., or the 
televangelists who demonize everything 
un-American?) So we must try to see 
Islam in light of its noble truths about 
God and humans. If you think that 
“Allah” is a different and warlike deity, 
remember this is simply the Arabic 
word matching the Jewish “El,” who 
is often angry, if not belligerent, in our 
Old Testament. But the Qur’an, like the 
New Testament, glorifies God as a Lord 
of mercy, justice and peace. Its ninety- 
nine beautiful names for God express a 
positive and uplifting theology. 

They histonyeeor 
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tion (Hadith) is like 
the Bible, Muhammad 
is like Paul—it is the 
Qur’an itself that 
resembles Christ. For 
the Qur’an is word of 
God (Kalam _ Allah), 
the “recitation” which claims to be 
verbally revealed. Therefore prophets 
and messengers there may be, but any 
person or principle even approaching 
divinity is unthinkable. God is always 
greater: Allah-u-Akbhar! 

Here is a radical monotheism 
which purifies the concept of God 
from every hint of “association,” 
(Shirk). The Christian doctrine of the 
Trinity appears, therefore, to Muslims 
who believe in the singular purity 
of God, as polytheism. The Shahdda 
(“bearing witness”) puts it beauti- 
fully: “There is no God but God.” As 
a warning against idolatry it means, 
“No God unless God.” And the confes- 
sion Allah-u-Akbhar echoes Anselm of 
Canterbury: God is “that than which 
nothing greater can be conceived.” 

The tradition includes sayings 
from Jesus, usually admonishing 
us to distance ourselves from the 
world. Islamic theologian Al-Ghazali 
includes 47 from this “prophet of 
the heart.” Jesus occupies a peculiar 
role in Islam, therefore, more than a 
prophet. We should remember that 
early Islam arose in a “porous envi- 
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A first principle in studying the faith of other 
people is not to compare our best with their worst. 
Both of us have blind spots and evil doings 
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when | strive against selfishness I am 
Buddhist. Is that not a better way 
to understand these ways to God? 
Or—if “God” is not a name but a verb 
(“I Am”) then we are adverbial: “Go 
christianly through the world!” 

So here’s another thesis to ponder 
(philosophers of religion, please note, 
are called to prowl the borderlands 
of theology, testing and stretching 
its theories). I doubt if we can have a 
“grand unified theory” encompassing 
all religions, since they ask different 
questions and produce different life- 
styles. They are not all equal, nor 
symmetrical, but variant “modes of 
being’”—such “modal” theory views 
religions as distinct, not always 
comparable or in competition for the 
same ends. Pluralism need not mean 
relativism, if we honour these modali- 
ties of being human. 

A first principle in studying the faith 
of other people is not to compare our 
best with their worst. Both of us have 
blind spots and evil doings—if we blame 
Islam for holy wars, we must remember 
we Christians invented the idea, as 
well as burning heretics and witches 


Christian missions 
shows that Muslims 
are the hardest to 
“convert” (along with 
Brahmins and Manda- 
rins), while people of 
animistic or mnature- 
religion are easiest. Is this because we 
have here a religion that claims revela- 
tion, a People of the Book, not a lower 
Spirituality awaiting completion? 
Surely its reverence for the Bible and 
its high role for Mary and Jesus mean 
that we cannot dismiss it as simply 
false or even evil. Nor can we treat all 
Muslims as terrorists. The American 
Empire has overreacted, demonizing 
Islam, influencing many to regard all 
Muslims with suspicion, ignoring the 
greatness of their religion, its piety and 
good works. We tend to concentrate on 
their fundamentalists, on “Islamicism” 
rather than Islam, on suicide bombers 
and injustice to women. But there are 
several Islamic societies, including 
secular Turkey, and that exemplary 
golden age of tolerance when Muslims 
ruled Spain. Where is the true Islam? 
Where is the true Christianity? = 


Rev. Dr. Joseph McLelland is professor 
emeritus at McGill University and Pres- 
byterian College, Montreal. His latest 
book is Pluralism Without Relativism: 
Religious Studies a la Mode, Clement 
Publishing, reviewed in this issue. 
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CALVIN 


A Taste of 
Pure Religion 


Calvin's sudden conversion happened in a cauldron of exciting new ideas. BY DON MACLEOD 


rf rf (5* by a sudden conversion subdued and 
brought my mind to a teachable frame,” John 
Calvin wrote in a rare moment of self-disclo- 
sure, “which was more burdened than might have been 
expected from one at my early period of life.” 

The exact chronology of this “sudden conversion” has 
caused endless speculation among Calvin scholars. But one 
can trace a trajectory of a young provincial teenager going 
off to university in the big city. His father has high hopes 
for the lad: a career in law would provide the family with 
status and Calvin with lifelong economic security. 

But then something happens. The University of Paris 
in the 1520s is a cauldron of exciting new ideas. Erasmus 
has unlocked the contents of the Greek New Testament to 
inquiring young students. And Calvin is surrounded by rest- 
less, inquiring minds ready to throw aside the old systems 
in favour of a new and open-minded study of the Bible. 

One of these young men is Pierre Robert, Calvin’s cousin 
who, like him, has come from a small town in Picardy to 
Paris. Pierre’s friends at the university soon nickname him 
Olivetanus or “midnight oil” because of an insatiable intel- 
lectual curiosity which keeps him up most of the night. 
Olivetanus, according to Calvin’s successor Beza, is the one 
from whom Calvin “first got a taste of pure religion.” 

Olivetanus goes on to translate the Bible from the origi- 
nal into French. He asks Calvin to provide an introduction, 
for which Calvin writes: “Those who aspire to a reputation 
of greatest excellence torment their minds day and night, 
to understand something of the human sciences, which are 
nothing but wind and smoke. Should we not then much 
more be employed and diligent in the study of this divine 
wisdom, which passes beyond the whole world and pen- 
etrates as far as the mysteries of God, which it has pleased 
him to make known by his holy word.” 

The year after he writes these words, Calvin finds him- 
self unexpectedly in Geneva. Guillaume Farel has intro- 


duced the city to the Reformation but he needs help. Cal- 
vin “stricken with terror,” is arrested by “the hand of God 
from heaven,” he later recalls. It becomes apparent that 
his responsibility is that of preacher, a task to which he 
gives himself unstintingly for 26 years, interrupted only 
by a three-year exile in Strasbourg. Calvin is thrown out of 
Geneva on Easter Day 1538 but returns September 1541, 
picking up in his preaching from the verse at which he had 
stopped three years earlier: “By which I indicated that I had 
interrupted my office of preaching for a time rather than 
that I had given it up entirely.” 

Calvin discovers in Geneva, in spite of all his frustra- 
tions, a city which has “an unusual hunger on the part of 
the common people to hear the preaching of the word of 
God.” Eight years after his return, the city council orders 
that instead of a sermon every other day, there should be 
one every day. “Whenever pure doctrine is offered to us,” 
he writes, “let us know that the teachers who speak and 
instruct us by their ministrations are, as it were, the hand 
of God, who sets food before us, as the head of a family is 
wont to do to his children.” 

His preaching schedule is intense for a man who suffers 
from numerous physical ailments. There is hardly a single 
sermon preached without Calvin experiencing intense 
physical pain. He speaks twice on Sundays and once every 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. He speaks directly from 
the Hebrew or Greek, translating and explaining the text as 
he goes along. His delivery is “lively, passionate, intimate, 
direct, and clear.” First volunteers take down his words. In 
1549 a secretary is hired. The output is phenomenal: that 
amanuensis first inscribes 189 sermons on the book of 
Acts. At the time of his death in 1564, Calvin was working 
through | Kings. 

His first commentary, on the book of Romans, appears in 
1539. Eventually he publishes them on all but three of the 
books of the Bible. His commentaries provide a different, > 
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R 
5 | more personal, insight than the Insti- 
from the | e tutes (which represent only nine per 
| cent of his total output). Many are ded- 


icated to rulers, pleading for support, as 
he models his use of the Bible, making 
it accessible and life-changing. Here we 
see Calvin’s use of scripture exempli- 
fied: consistently painstaking, practi- 
cal, and Jesus-centred. Four centuries 
later they are still in print, used by 
preachers who value Calvin’s insights 
as both true to the text and intensely 
applicable. 

The Bible is never read and stud- 
ied in a vacuum. It is Calvin who first 
articulates the doctrine of the internal 
testimony of the Holy Spirit. Without 
the gracious Spirit of God engaging the 
mind, the preached word has no effect. 
To Calvin, the Spirit and the word 
always have to come together. Without 
the Spirit the word is dead and lifeless. 
And without the word the so-called 
“whispers of the Spirit” can lead the 
believer into wild self-delusion. 

Today Western society has reverted 
to an ignorance of the contents of scrip- 
ture greater than at any time since Cal- 
vin. Calvin’s response in his day pro- 
vides a clue for what he would say to us 
today. He declared emphatically that 
“the Church is ruled by the preaching 
of the word.” The Christian commu- 
nity can only thrive (or for that mat- 
ter, survive), he maintained, when the 
task of the preacher is honoured, the 
word of God boldly proclaimed, and 
the truth of God allowed to challenge, 
unsettle, and disturb the listener. There 
has never been a time in the history of 
the Canadian church when proclaim- 
ing the word should be a greater pri- 
ority, the responsibility of the preacher 
more critical, and the engagement of 
the pew more demanding. 

Is our church, an inheritor of John 
Calvin, still ruled by the preaching of 
the word? @ 


When a devastating cyclone 
struck Myanmar (Burma) last year, 
Presbyterians responded through 
PWS&D to provide food, water, 
shelter and supplies to those in 
desperate need. One year later, 
relief work continues to help 
people overcome the trauma 
they experienced and rebuild 
their lives. Storm-safe housing 
is under construction, livelihoods 
are being restored, children 

are returning to school and 
farmers are planting now crops. 


Please help us continue 
this work. Donate to 
PWS&D today! 


(V| Yes! | want to help transform our world! 


Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: $ 


Rev. Dr. Don MacLeod is a historian and 
preacher. His latest book has taken him 
to Scotland for research. This is the last 
article in the Calvin series which began 
last year. It will be available on our web- 
site in perpetuity. 
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Please make cheques payable to PWS&D @ Call today to sign up for easy monthly giving 
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ow clean are your hands, right 
now? What have you touched 
since you washed them? These 
are serious questions! I’m writing this 
at the height of the Swine Flu scare. 
Hand-to-hand contact is one of 
the most effective ways of passing on 
everything from the common cold to 
deadly infections. We’re told to wash 
vegetables and fruit thoroughly before 
we eat them, to cleanse them of all 
kinds of contaminants. Supermarket 
shelves stock anti-grease, anti-chapped 
hands, anti-odour, and anti-bacterial 
dishwashing goo. 
People in Jesus’ day worry about 


Clean Hands! Pure 
H 


cleanliness, too. They don’t know the 
science of communicable viruses and 
bacteria. Their water and food are 
filthy by our standards. We turn up 
our noses at their kitchens, tables and 
waste management provisions. 

The issue for Jesus’ people is purity, 
and how to maintain it in order to 
keep a proper relationship with God. A 
righteous person, and everything he or 
she touches, eats, or offers to God has 
to exist in this purity. A big chunk of 
the book of Leviticus, called the purity 
code, is both help and hindrance. 

Generations of practical teaching 
add to the code, to help people avoid 
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Heart? 


No amount of handwashing can cleanse sin. BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


breaking it by accident or omission. 
Some sects of Pharisees wash far more 
than necessary. They don’t just wash 
before dinner. They wash between 
courses. Some wash between bites! 
Jesus and his friends don’t have 
time to keep all the rules. Jesus heals 
on the Sabbath. His disciples pick 
grain in the fields on the Sabbath. 
They have to keep moving. They’ll 
come to any table where they’re wel- 
come. Without visiting the village well 
to let their bucket down seven times, 
bring it up, and pour water from finger 
tips to elbow, and elbow to fingertips. 
They might not even stop at the > 
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rain barrel for a quick dip before going 
into the dining room. 

Jesus figures it’s more important to 
announce the advent of God’s righ- 
teous rule than to follow the traditions 
of ritual cleansing. Besides, hands, 
food, and dishes can’t communicate 
first or second degree impurity. Only 
liquid can do that. 

After meeting the Pharisees, Jesus 
calls a crowd together. He doesn’t 


say concern about spiritual health is 
foolish. It’s the way the purity police 
—the pre-Taliban Taliban—live that 
angers Jesus. 

What makes a person unclean? 
Jesus says, “It is what comes out of 
a person that defiles. For it is from 
within, from the human heart, that 
evil intentions come ...” There’s this 
condition—call it sin—that can bring 
all manner of impurity out of the 
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heart and into the world. No amount 
of handwashing, hand-wringing, or 
ritual regret can change that. There’s 
no diet to cure it, and no anti-mi- 
crobial soap to wash it away. And we 
can’t catch it from anyone else. We 
can’t avoid it by avoiding people we 
think are unclean, unworthy of God’s 
love, or ours. 

Jesus doesn’t ask why it’s possible 
for all of us to sin big time, but only 
some of us do; and some sin big time, 
all the time. He just believes we're all 
alike inside. Period. So he dies for us 
all. Period. 

James reminds us, “Religion that 
is pure and undefiled before God, the 
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What makes a person 
unclean? Jesus says, “It 
is what comes out of a 
person that defiles. For it 
is from within, that evil 
intentions come ...” 
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Father, is this: to care for orphans and 
widows in their distress, and to keep 
oneself unstained by the world.” James 
knows how easy it is to speak religion, 
theology, tradition ... To talk clean and 
live dirty. 

Our reading from the Old Testa- 
ment reminds us of the purity of hu- 
man love. The gift we twist the most. 
Given clean, taken in, and sent back 
into the world dirty. 

Passion for the people we love is 
good, and pure. Passion for the God 
who loves us ... Passionate living in 
imitation of God ... Compassionate 
service in the footsteps of Jesus ... 
That’s what we’re made for. 

Living that way sometimes means 
we break rules. Like Jesus, we have im- 
portant work to do. Too important to 
take the time to fuss over things that 
will lead us into hypocrisy. = 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe lives and teaches 
in Halifax. 
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Like Mike § 


True strength is all about the 
servant heart. 


BY PHIL CALLAWAY 
ILLUSTRATION BY JONNY MENDELSSON 


he guy I’ve golfed with more than any other 
the last few years is Mike Olver. Mike is 
younger than I, slightly shorter, but monu- 
mentally stronger. In fact, Mike has muscles in 
places where I don’t even have places. On most par 
fours I use a Big Mama one-wood. Mike out-drives 
me with a three-wood. And sometimes a four-iron. 
One of these days when he isn’t looking I might 
just bend his clubs. 

Mike has worked as a caterer, and sometimes 
the manager at our local golf course asks him to 
help run the clubhouse. Not long ago when the 
golf course staff held their annual party, Mike was there. 
Checking people in. Taking phone calls. Flipping burgers. 
Listening to golf stories. 

And, Mike takes nothing in return. No money, no 
rewards. He wouldn’t want you to know about his gener- 
osity, but he is not writing this story. I asked him once why 
he does it. He said, “What do I need? I’ve got a car that runs, 
a wife who loves me and a son to golf with.” 

His eyes get a little misty when he tells you this. You may 
wonder why at first. Until Mike tells you the following story. 

One dark August day a friend of Mike’s died of a massive 
heart attack in the prime of life. He had the build of an 
Olympic athlete. He was training for a triathlon with his 
brother. Mike and his wife were shocked. A few weeks after 
the funeral the Olvers invited the widow and her eight and 
ten-year-old over for dinner. Mike noticed her looking at his 
golf clubs. “My husband was going to take the kids golfing,” 


CALLAWAY 


she said, staring into the distance. “He didn’t get around to 
it.” Mike was fighting tears. 

“Would you do something?” she asked timidly. “Would 
you take them golfing with you sometime?” 

You already know Mike’s response. Of course he would. 
“Do they have clubs?” he asked. 

“No,” she responded. “But I’ll look for some.” 

Last night after Mike finished running things at the 
club and was preparing to lock up the clubhouse, the 
manager came over to thank him for filling in. Clearly 
touched by Mike’s kindness, he said, “You know, you 
do this for us every year, but you won’t take anything 
in return. Isn’t there something we can do for you?” 
“Maybe,” Mike grinned. 

All evening he’d had his eyes on two items in the corner 
of the pro shop. When he had a few moments he wandered 
over to examine them. They were two beautiful sets of > 
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junior golf clubs. 

“Could you give me a deal on those 
clubs?” 

It was the manager’s turn to grin. 
“Take ‘em,” he said. 

Mike couldn’t stop smiling and 
shaking his head as he told me this. 
“T’ll get some balls and tees and surprise 
these kids,” he told me. “And I'll try to 
get their mom some lessons so she can 
take them golfing too.” 

True strength has little to do with 
the physical. True strength has every- 
thing to do with gentleness and a 
servant heart. James 1:27 says, “Pure 
and lasting religion in the sight of God 
our Father means that we must care for 
orphans and widows in their troubles, 
and refuse to let the world corrupt us.” 

I couldn’t help giving Mike a hug 
before he revved his engine and took off 
to tell his wife. And I knew I’d never have 
the nerve to bend this guy’s clubs. @ 


Phil Callaway has written three golf books. 
Check them out at www.laughagain.org 
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Obedient to 
our Captain 


A military solution to church decline. BY CALVIN BROWN 


tor, Rev. Harvey Self, was on military chaplaincy. The 

Moderator of the Venerable General Assembly had 
himself served as a chaplain, as did his father before him. 
The whole Presbyterian contingent in the Canadian Mili- 
tary Chaplain Branch was present for most of the assem- 
bly, giving the gathering a distinct and unusual military 
air. The Chaplain General David C. Kettle was éne of the 
winsome participants who represented the work of chap- 
lains as agents of grace, offering human faces in inhuman 
situations and acting as those able to speak to power in the 
tradition of the prophets. 


ck year the theme as established by the new Modera- 


He addressed the assembly and then ended his presenta- 
tion with a salute to the Moderator. Later, at an evening ses- 
sion, there was a recruitment presentation by another Pres- 
byterian padre, Captain Dwight Nelson. During the course 
of the assembly, there were prayers for wounded soldiers 
and their families and for those who were killed in action. 
In all the many times I have attended assembly I have never 
experienced anything so out of the norm. Perhaps the out- 
going moderator, Rev. Cheol Soon Park, had unknowingly 
set the scene by urging assembly to try something unthink- 
able, impractical—something beyond the limit—perhaps 
something we have delayed or omitted for many years— > 
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The apostle reminds us, our weapons are not the weapons of the world 
but the weapons best suited for spiritual warfare 


something imprudent! He said that as 
Presbyterians we are so used to being 
practical, punctual, precise and pro- 
ductive, that we sometimes are caught 
in our own limits. 

For most of assembly it seemed like 
business as usual but perhaps the Holy 
Spirit will yet work to enable us to rise 
up with new life and vigour. Perhaps the 
church militant, as it was once called, 
will heed the call of the trumpet of the 
Lord and rush not only to defend the 
fortress but to move beyond its gates 
to conquer the nation so the holy king 
will indeed have dominion from sea to 
sea and the nation will experience the 
blessing of righteousness and mercy. As 
the apostle reminds us, our weapons 
are not the weapons of the world but 


= Come Sea 


The Dead Sea 
are coming... 
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the weapons best suited for spiritual 
warfare. As Paul describes them to the 
early church (Ephesians 6:10-20) they 
are the belt of truth, the breastplate of 
righteousness, the sandals of peace, the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
To be sure, we live in difficult times 
and a casual, undisciplined response 
will only lead to the continuing decline 
and fall of our church. It is only as 
we become disciplined and obedient 
to our captain and keep in close and 
constant communication with Him 
(through prayer and meditating on 
His word) will we have the energy and 
wisdom, boldness and courage to see 
fulfilled the battle cry, “Your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth, as it 


is in heaven.” 

Can you imagine the Presbyterians 
seen as the renewed salvation army? 
A powerful force for truth and love 
and mercy or would that be just too 
‘unthinkable? = 


Rev. Calvin Brown is executive director of 
the Renewal Fellowship within the PCC— 
renewalfellowship.presbyterian.ca 
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BOOK 
REVIEW 


A Liberal 
Autobiography 


Michael Ignatieff seems to have moved on from his Presbyterian roots. BY BARRY MACK 


True Patriot Love: 
Four Generations in Search of Canada 
by Michael Ignatieff 


Ignatieff, current leader of the Liberal 

Party and aspiring Prime Minister of 
Canada, shakes the family tree to estab- 
lish the patriotic bone fides of three 
generations of public intellectuals on his 
mother’s side. The book stretches from 
Rev. George Monro Grant’s exploration 
of the Canadian Northwest as a member 
of Sandford Fleming’s CPR survey party, 
through William Lawson Grant’s expe- 
rience of the Somme to George Parkin 
Grant’s elegy in the 1960s for the 
Canada he had grown up in and loved. 
Theirs was a particular kind of patri- 
otic love: an attachment to the British 
Empire grounded in Christian convic- 
tion. When asked in a recent Globe and 
Mail interview what distinguishes him 
from his ancestors, Ignatieff replied he is 
the first to take the plunge into elected 
office. (His great-grandfather, when 
offered the position of Minister of Educa- 
tion by Ontario Premier Oliver Mowat, 
tumed it down because he didn’t think 
Presbyterian clergy ought to be involved 
in partisan politics.) But another obvious 
answer is that he is a religious sceptic. 
The end of Christian Canada, which his 
Uncle George grieved so eloquently in 
Lament for a Nation is, for Ignatieff, cause 
for celebration. 

He gave up on his country at exactly 
the moment when it roused itself to 


|: True Patriot Love, Michael Grant 
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action. At the moment of the lament’s 
appearance, Canada went through a 
most extraordinary reinvention of its 
identity. And to no one’s surprise but his 
own, much of the impetus behind this 
was inspired by the party he detested, 
the Liberal Party of Canada. 

Whereas Grant's work is filled with 
intimations of spiritual deprivation 
in the late modern world—a sense of 
what has been lost—Ignatieff comes 
across as complacent, self-assured and 
very much at home in a society of pack- 
aged fulfillment, artificial desires and 
the consumer marketplace. George 
Grant feared modernity; Ignatieff is a 
fan of progress and enlightenment. At 
the core of True Patriot Love, concealed 


under political talk about patriotism, 
is an argument about the meaning of 
“liberalism,” the definition of freedom, 
and the extent to which human beings 
“author” their own destiny. 

What is the freedom that liberalism 
affirms? The book claims Galatians 5:1 
as Rev. Grant’s favourite biblical text: 
“Stand fast, therefore, in the liberty 
wherewith Christ has made us free,” and 
glosses it with the comment that “faith 
was freedom, the freedom to choose 
the path to salvation.” But freedom for 
great-grandfather Grant certainly did not 
consist of human beings choosing their 
“path to salvation.” Far from being an 
advocate of consumer religion, he had a 
Calvinist sense of having been chosen— 
elected—for work in the Kingdom. 
Perfect freedom was to be found in the 
God who is beyond us and in confor- 
mity to His son. Grant’s engagement 
with secular politics began from within 
the context of faith; faith that was open 
to dialogue with “the other” but faith 
also that the truth was one (as God was 
one) rather than multiple. His version 
of pluralism did not end in relativism. 
The talk about “self-authoring” by his 
great-grandson would have rung alarm 
bells. (It is Milton’s Satan who brags, in 
Paradise Lost, about being “self-begot, 
self-raised.”) 

It is true that Grant championed a 
Pauline notion of freedom in the Spirit 
with respect to 19th-century Puritanical 
legalism that demanded Sunday streetcars 
be banned, governments enact prohibi- 
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tion legislation, get rid of “scrofulous” 
French novels and generally legislate 
good behaviour. He preached temper- 
ance but was against legislated prohibi- 
tion; the reduction of Christian faith to 
a fanatical moral crusade. He rebuked 
those who “shut their eyes to facts” and 
identified it as 
... one of the gravest sins of which 
men who profess to live moral lives 
can be guilty .... [Prohibitionists] find 
the cause of the evils, not in selfish 
weak or wicked human nature, but 
in that which men drink, and so 
their policy is misdirected. But moral 
earnestness when misdirected does 
nothing but harm. 
Grant was a Victorian 


freedom, Uncle George smelled tyranny. 
What happens to human politics when 
human freedom becomes the only abso- 
lute? Responsible freedom had slipped its 
moorings in the secularized liberalism of 
the 1960s; the resulting cultural anarchy 
was heading for disaster; and would give 
birth to a new tyranny. George Grant 
may at times have succumbed to overly 
dramatic rhetoric but he was not wrong 
in intuiting a coercive streak in modern 
liberalism—neatly captured in the phrase 
“political correctness.” 

So where does Ignatieff, the politician, 
fit into this multi-generational discus- 
sion of liberalism by his forebears? What 
is clear is that he is committed to Cana- 


years—becomes a “sacred cause.” 

But this is to make human politics 
carry a burden that it cannot bear. His 
great-grandfather would have called it 
idolatry and a recipe for bad political 
judgment. G. M. Grant’s political judg- 
ment was sharp, precisely because he 
was able to distinguish the concrete 
particulars of a situation from the ulti- 
mate horizon against which human 
politics is to be judged. It made it easy 
to resist being stampeded into a crusade. 
Foreshortening the horizon of politics 
leads to a false sacralization (choice of 
gods) and the myopic political judgment 
to which Smith points. It may also lead 
to a sanctioning of means (like torture) 

that cannot bear Chris- 


SCOHHSHSHHHSHHHHSHOTHHSHHSHH HH HHHHHOHTHHTHSOSOHHOHHHTHTHHOHTHHE ROTO HETHSOSHEEEEHREE 


liberal in the tradi- tian moral scrutiny (see 
tion of British Prime “I like market society because I like its freedoms, __ Ignatieff’s. The Lesser 
Minister William Ewart and freedom is a very chilly thing. It doesn’t give Evil: Political Ethics in an 
Gladstone for whom : fre Age of Terror). 

“liberalism was the you a metaphysics. It doesn’t give you a William Lawson 
Christianity of politics.” community. But it gives you freedom” Grant, at the time of his 
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including the liberty of 

individual conscience before God, was 
important because God has chosen for 
human freedom. That is the choice that 
really matters. 

Although it flies under the same flag, 
the late modern liberalism of the great- 
grandson is a different beast. In the Globe 
interview Ignatieff declared: 

I like market society because I like its 
freedoms, and freedom is a very chilly 
thing. It doesn’t give you a meta- 
physics. It doesn’t give you a commu- 
nity. But it gives you freedom. And 
then you have to decide which of these 
values in life you want ... Freedom 
matters more to me than anything 
else ... the choice of your gods, the 
responsibility of choosing your gods, 
the responsibility of leading a moral, 
disciplined and purposeful life. 

As Uncle George never tired of 
pointing out, late modern liberalism 
owes its notion of an absolute freedom 
for human beings to create them- 
selves to the atheist existentialism of 
Nietzsche, Heidegger, and Sartre—the 
political manifestations of which have 
been grim. In the absolutization of such 
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da’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms as 
the “moral basis” of our national project. 
Denis Smith, in Ignatieff’s World: A Liberal 
Leader for the 21st Century?, notes that the 
Christian faith of his ancestors has been 
replaced by a “utopian faith in human 
rights.” This, Smith argues, is what 
got in the way of good political judg- 
ment in the case of the American inva- 
sion of Iraq. Ideological commitment 
clouded his judgment about matters 
of fact and the likely consequences of 
action. Ignatieff’s subsequent admis- 
sion, “I wuz wrong,” does not address 
the underlying issue—which is his basic 
take on the world. For Trudeau (and 
Uncle George), the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms gave legal expression to values 
that are themselves grounded in Chris- 
tian faith. (Trudeau had witnessed in the 
Quebec of his youth how Christian faith 
can be given a very different political 
expression.) For Ignatieff, however, the 
Charter, or its U.N. counterpart, is a free- 
standing object of faith. A Holy Writ. In 
the process, Jeffersonian democracy—a 
form of political organization that has 
served the West reasonably well for 200 


the powerful combina- 
tion of “enthusiasm which never loses its 
hold on facts yet soars at times into the 
regions of the prophetics.” This was the 
source of the mysterious authority with 
which he addressed the Canadian public 
as a public intellectual in his generation. If 
Ignatieff wants to lay claim to that family 
legacy as he seeks to become P.M., the 
electorate deserves a more candid answer 
to the Globe and Mail’s question in terms 
of what distinguishes his political philos- 
ophy from that of his ancestor's. 

There are worrisome signs that, like 
the prohibitionists of old, some modern 
liberals are not immune to the tempta- 
tions of crusading zeal for social confor- 
mity in ways that threaten individual 
conscience. Were Uncle George’s fears 
completely unwarranted? My own sense 
is that the ancestral chorus in the imagi- 
nary drama of Canada is less worried 
about effusions of “true patriot love” than 
with the question of who is “standing on 
guard” and for what? @ 


Rev. Dr. Barry Mack is minister of St. Andrew’s, 
St. Lambert, Quebec. He teaches a course on 
church history at Presbyterian College. 
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| the verandah and glassed it in to make a dining area ... 
_ place for a small sofa ... 
_ on a child who was unwell ... 


ONE LIFE 


Going Home 


A compassionate stranger creates a new memory. BY PATRICIA SCHNEIDER 


rf 4 Wi here we are.” My friend parked the car and 

I looked nostalgically at the home I grew up 

in. It was not quite what I had imagined, but 

it still had the aura of my old home. Now, however, the trees 
were tall and the house was small. 

I sat quietly gazing at it, memories bubbling up like the 

fizz on a soft drink. Here was where it had all began ... Then 

abruptly I jumped out of the car, ran across the street and 


| headed for the front door. Before I could change my mind I 
_ had rung the front doorbell. 


Within minutes a stranger opened it and looked out at me. 
“I was a little girl in this house and grew up here. Would it 
be okay if I walked around to the back yard and had a look?” 


| | tentatively inquired. For a minute she gazed at this short, 


white-haired lady and obviously felt I was no threat, and 


' smiled. “My dear, just come right in and walk cee the 
| house. I’ve had the flu so the place is a mess.” 


Yes, it was a mess and the rooms I remembered were no 


_ longer there, but finally we were in the kitchen. There is some- 


thing so nostalgic about kitchens because they are the real 
heart of the home. | could still see where we had revamped 
anda 
a good place for mom to keep an eye 
and I was always unwell. 

I knew just outside was the cement walk from the front 


| _ door to the back. My tears gathered as I recalled the click, click 


of the metal cleats on my boyfriend’s shoes as he would come 
to pick me up. The boyfriend who, a few short years later, 
became my husband. 

Il explained my tears and the fact that I was a recent widow 
and this wonderful woman I had just met gathered me up in 
her arms. Comfort from a stranger. 

The view from the back door was different. No longer did the 
cherry tree grace the edge of the lot, but there were the holly trees 
and far across the flats I could see the Fraser River and beyond 
that the magnificence of Mount Baker. We walked around to the 
garage. I had bounced so many balls off its front peak. 

Finally it was time to go. I could see my driving compan- 
ion gazing out the car window, looking a little anxious about 
my safety. I thanked my new friend and she gave me a warm 
hug goodbye. 

“Are you Okay?” my travel companion asked as she saw 
the tears flowing down my cheeks. 

“Oh yes,” I replied. “I almost expected to see a little skinny 
blond-haired girl dash around the corner, with an apple in her 
hand.” 

I looked back ... the house was decidedly different but it is 
still filled with the memories of mom, dad and my sisters. And 
now a new memoty ... one of a stranger’s compassion that 
reached out and gave me a comforting hug. @ 


Patricia Schneider is a freelance writer. 
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FROM THE 
MODERATOR 


A Journey 
of Discovery 


Reaching out to military chaplains. 


BY HARVEY SELF 


s I begin my year as Moderator 
Ae the 135th General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada, I am keenly aware of the high 
honour bestowed upon me but also of 
how quickly the honour will pass as 
the next 12 months fly by. I thank a 
past moderator, Rev. Dr. Hans Kouwen- 
berg, for reminding me of this truth in 
a recent conversation. So it is with this 
thought in mind that I want to get 
right to the point in sharing with all 
of my Presbyterian family the focus | 
want to take in my moderatorial year. 
It will be on the ministry which 
our church can have and is having 
among the men and women of the 
Canadian Forces who are serving our 
country in these troubled days in a 
post-9/11 world. In particular, I want 
to highlight the ministry of our own 
chaplains, regular and reserve forces, 
as they touch the lives of service 
members and their families on our 
behalf and in service of the gospel. As 
I write this column, 116 members of 
the Canadian Forces have paid that 
ultimate sacrifice in Afghanistan and 
hundreds more are recovering from 
injuries inflicted on them by this 
cruel war on terrorism. What have we 
to say to our world in these troubled 
and troubling days? What have we to 
say to those who are trying to make 
a difference on behalf of our country, 
which I believe really does value peace 
with justice? 
From the early days of my childhood, 
as I sat in Barney’s River, Kenzieville, 
N.S., worshipping with aunts and uncles, 
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parents and grandparents and cousins 
by the score, I have had a deep concern 
for those who paid the ultimate sacri- 
fice for our country. On the side wall 
in that church were the names of the 
local boys who did not come back 
from the wars in Italy and France, 
Holland and Germany. One name 
will always stick with me, that of Pte. 
William Lyal “Billie” Izzard, a member 
of the North Nova Scotia Highlanders. 
Billie Izzard died in Normandy in June 
1944. I remember his name for two 
reasons: one because his father Archie 
Izzard farmed alongside my Uncle 
Donald Bannerman in Barney’s River, 
and secondly because in 1967 I visited 
Billie’s grave at the Commonwealth 
War Graves Cemetery at Beny-sur-Mer, 
Normandy, France. That is the kind of 
visit that stays with you for life. 

I invite you now to fast-forward 
with me to Tweedsmuir Memorial, 
Orangeville, Ont., in May 2007. My 
nine years of service in the Canadian 
Forces Chaplain Branch before coming 
to Orangeville certainly created within 
me empathy for our servicemen and 
women, but I must admit I was still 
taken aback when the family of Cpl. 
Matthew McCully asked me, on an 
otherwise quiet Sunday morning, to 
host their son’s funeral in our church. 
Matthew had been killed by an impro- 
vised explosive device in Afghanistan 
only days before. The family was nomi- 
nally Roman Catholic but when it 
came to their son’s funeral they really 
wanted someone like myself who had 
first hand experience with ministry 


among our military members. I was 
honored to assist Padre Doug Friesen 
of CFB Petawawa as an Officiant at 
Matthew’s funeral service in May 2007. 
By God’s grace I, and my congregation, 
have been able to have an ongoing 
ministry of loving’ support to Cpl. 
McCully’s family here in Orangeville. 
That is truly what the church should 
be all about in our world today. 

I would hope and pray that the 
coming year would be a journey of disco- 
very as we consider what our church can 
do in this often unheralded and yet so 
crucial realm of ministry. I hope to learn 
more of what our chaplains are doing in 
their ministry to the military members 
and their families and what we can 
do to support them in their unique 
calling. I hope that along the way of 
this journey we will have our minds and 
hearts opened to new ways by which we 
can, like the Good Samaritan in Jesus’ 
parable (Luke 10:25-37), reach out to 
the neighbours all around us. mg 


U 


Rev. A. Harvey Self 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca — 


PROTECTIVE 

GLAZING RESTORATION 

SINCE 1979 

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. London, Ont. N6J 2K2 
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BOOKS ON THE REBOUND 
Professional hookbinder, 40 years experience, with a 
passion for repairing Family Bibles (and other books) 

is at your service. Located in Oakville, Ontario. 
Website: www.booksontherebound.itgo.com, 
or call me, Duncan Fraser, at 905-338-6431. 
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New Horizons 
TOWER 
Toronto Bed and Breakfast serving 
mature adults for 35 years. See the latest 
show, ROM, AGO,TSO and much more! 
Close to downtown, hospitals, 24 hour 
security...steps to subway or bus, 
beautifully appointed single and double 
rooms, parking included. ..VISA, reasonable 
rates-Reserve today. Ask about our 
Boutique Hostel...Felisa (416) 536-6111 
www.newhorizonstower.com 


CANAL CRUISES 
RIDEAU CANAL 
TRENT SEVERN WATERWAY 
Cruise Ontario's magnificent heritage 
canals along 355 miles of scenic lakes, 
rivers and locks in the comfort of the 
45 passenger Kawartha Voyageur 
riverboat with dining room, lounge, and 
)twin lower berth cabins with private 
bar pla 5 day voyages. 
‘Dp 2 www. ontariowaterwaycruises.com 
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who embodies the gifts of: 

- a good shepherd 

- a helpful preacher 

- a wise, caring leader 

- a community pastor 

If you believe that God may be 
calling you to an exciting ministry, 
» we would like to hear from you. 
Please send your resume or direct any 
q other inquiries to: 
|. The Rev. Peter D. Ruddell, 

Interim Moderator 

36 Brick Pond Rd. 
Box A180, R.R.# 1, Coldwater, ON 
2» LOK 1E0 705-686-3125 

panddruddell@rogers.com 


Gracefield Christian 
Camp and Retreat Centre 


is seeking an 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


Gracefield is undergoing a time 

of transformation, renewal, and 
revitalization. We are seeking a 
dynamic leader to build on the 

strong foundation that has been 
established, and work with the 

wide range of stakehalders that are 
committed to this camp and retreat 
centre. The successful candidate will 
demonstrate their ability to launch 
new initiatives, transform exciting 
visions into tangible programs, 
manage organizational change, and 
communicate clearly and with energy. 
The new Executive Director will report 
to a single Board of Directors and will . 
be required to work closely with this 
new governance Board. 


For more details and to apply, visit 
gracefieldtransition.blogspot.com 
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_ Portage la Prairie, Manitoba 
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Portage la Prairi€ Full-time minister 
First Presbyterian Church agin a 


strengthen us in spirit, 
inspire us in growth. 


Located in a fast growing 
rural city that offers modern, 
medical, educational, busines: 
services, one hour from 
international airport. 


We seek a minister with the 
strength, enthusiasm and 
commitment to inspire so that — 
together we may faithfully 
serve in God's Mission. — 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, REGINA 


is seeking a Minister of Word and Sacrament 


We are_a downtown church situated in a culturally vibrant area of Regina, a 

thriving city of 200,000 and a great community for families. We have membership 

of 240, with good potential for congregational growth. Our large, beautiful 

sanctuary and Christian Education wing serve many purposes, both internal 

and community. We earnestly seek a minister who can lead us in meaningful 

worship, provide pastoral care, guide us in our outreach at local and global 
levels, and in our urgent need to engage 
younger generations. 


Please contact our Interim Moderators: 
Rev. Ina Golaiy - golaiy@sasktel.net 
Rey. Devon Pattemore - knoxpresb@sasktel.net 
c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
2170 Albert St., Regina, SK. S4P 2T9 
306-522-9571 
Website: http://www.firstpresregina.ca 
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Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 
Miramichi, N.B., Ferguson Grace and St. James 
pastoral charge; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Derek Krunys, 206 Wellington St., 
Miramichi, NB E1N 1M7; 506-773-5130; 
dkrunys@hotmail.com. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND EASTERN ONTARIO 
Ottawa, Ont., St. David and St. Martin; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Cedric Pettigrew, 
340 Claridge Dr., Ottawa, ON 
K2J 5C2; 613-843-1446; 
cedric.pettigrew@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 

ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Bermuda, St. Andrew’s; Full-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Bryn MacPhail, 
c/o St. Giles Kingsway Presbyterian Church, 
15 Lambeth Rd., Toronto, ON M9A 2Y6; 
416-233-8591; bryn31@rogers.com. 

East Oro, Esson, Jarratt, Willis, Orillia, 
Uptergrove; Full-time minister for 
three charges in Presbytery of Barrie; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Tim Raeburn-Gibson, 
c/o First Presbyterian Church, 200 Maple St., 
Collingwood, ON L9Y 2R2; 705-445-4651; 
trg@georgian.net. 

Elora, Knox and Alma, St. Andrew’s; Minister 
full-time two-point charge, vacant effective 


October 1, 2009; Interim Moderator Rev. Marty 
Molengraaf; mmolengraaf@sympatico.ca. 

Erin, Burns, Ospringe, Knox; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Sean Howard, PO Box 433, 
Campbellville, ON LOP 1B0; 
905-854-5145; sean@nassagaweya.com. 

Etobicoke, Mimico; Full-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev. George Anderson, 
c/o St. Andrew's Islington Presbyterian 
Church, 3819 Bloor St. W., Etobicoke, ON 
M9B 1K7; 416-233-9800; 
george@standrewsislington.org. 

Guelph, Knox; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Angus Sutherland, 75 Grand Ave.N., 
Cambridge, ON N1S 2L1; 
ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com. 

Guelph, Kortright; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Wayne Dawes, c/o Knox's Galt 
Presbyterian Church, 2 Grand Ave. S., 
Cambridge, ON N1S 2L2; 519-621-8120; 
sdawes@golden.net. 

Orillia, St. Andrew's Orillia; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Peter D. Ruddell, 
36 Brick Pond Rd., Box A-180,RR1, 
Coldwater, ON, LOK1E0. 705-685-3125; 
panddruddell@rogers.com. 

Peterborough, St. Stephen’s; Interim Mode- 
rator Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald, c/o Knox 
College, 59 St. George St., Toronto, ON M6S 
2E6; s:macdonald@utoronto.ca. 

Schomberg, Emmanuel; Half-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jeremy Lowther; 
905-857-2419; jlowther1845@rogers.com. 


Senior Minister — London, Canada 


= _ METROPOLITAN UNITED CHURCH IS SEEKING AN ORDAINED SENIOR MINISTER WITHIN THE UNITED 


CHURCH OF CANADA OR ELIGIBLE TO BE ADMITTED TO THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA. 


& 


ti olitan has a long history of preaching excellence. This position follows in the footsteps of 
ome of the most widely respected and competent preachers in the nation. 


____ Ministerial experience and an ability to preach with eloquence and depth are essential. The - 
_ ministry will be rooted in a deep faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour and a strong desire 
to spread the Gospel through word and deed. This large downtown congregation will require 
Onhal energy, enthusiasm, initiative and innovation. 


The successful candidate will have the ability to lead and inspire staff and congregation 


through word and by example and havead 
from the ability to inspire and challenge e: 
Christ and to live out our lives as God inter 


on the web site www.metropolitanchurch.com whi 


position and the vibrancy of Metropolitan. 


Please email your reply to: metunitedlondonjsc@gmail.com 


ire to get to know us all. Success will come 
yf us to expand our knowledge and love of 
The full JNAC and Annual report are available 


‘provide details on the duties of the 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
All notices of pulpit vacancies will be charged to 
the congregation: $40 minimum for one-time 
insertion or $25 per insertion for four or more, 
This charge applies to all congregations. 

Contact the Record office regarding items 

for this column. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Atwood, Atwood; Interim Moderator 
Rev.Cathrine Campbell, PO Box 477, 
Brussels, ON NOG 1HO; 519-887-9831; 
cecampbell@wightman.ca. 

Beechwood, St. Andrew’s; Half-time position; 
Rev. Steve Boose, 152 Albert St., 
Strathroy, ON N7G 1V5;519-245-2292; 
revboose@bellnet.ca. 

Brantford, Knox and Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Pleasant; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Donald Young, 

11 White Oaks Ave., Brantford, ON N3R 5N8; 
greenbrier@rogers.com. 

Crinan, Duff Largie and Argyle; Half-time mini- 
ster for two charges; Interim Moderators 
Rev. Amanda Birchall and Rev. Deb 
Dolbear-VanBilsen, c/o Glencoe Presbyterian 
Church, 177 Main St., PO Box 659, 
Glencoe, ON NOL 1M0; 519-287-2743; 
revdeb17@sympatico.ca. 

Duart; Part-time; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Andrew Song, 551 Victoria Ave., PO Box 761; 
519-683-2442; andrewapack@gmail.com. 

Hamilton, St. Paul's; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Tom Billard, 1901 8th Concession West, RR 
1,Cambridge, ON N1R 582;519-621-3023; 
tcbillard@rogers.com. 

Hamilton, The South Gate; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Colleen Smith, 47 Sunvale Place, 

Stoney Creek, ON L8E 4Z6; 289-649-0021; 
csmith451@sympatico.ca. 

Hanover, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jim Johnson, PO Box 256, Durham, ON 
NOG 1R0; 519-369-2181; rev.jimj@gmail.com. 

Kilmartin, Burns Mosa; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Kathy Fraser, c/o North Caradoc-St. Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church, 8503 Scotchmere 
Dr., Strathroy, ON N7G 3H3; 519-245-8769; 
kfraser001@sympatico.ca. 

Mitchell, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Glenn 
Kukkola, PO Box 129, Shakespeare, ON NOB 
2P0; 519-625-8317; Church1 @cyg.net. 

North Yarmouth, St. James; Part-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev.John Bannerman, > 


July/August 2009 | Presbyterian Record 45 


classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 

Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


Summer Directory 


Kortright Church 
55 Devere Drive, Guelph, Ontario 


Summer Worship schedule: 


June 21 - September 13 — One service at 10:00 a.m. 


Sunday School up to grade 1 plus 
nursery will be provided 


www.kortrightchurch.org 
519.836.9400 


Visiting Victoria? 
Join us at St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
downtown at Douglas and 
Broughton Streets 


Worship Sundays 10:30 a.m. 


Wheelchair accessible 
Free public parking on Sundays 
in parkade behind church 


E-mail: standrewsvic@telus.net 
Minister: Rev. lan Victor 
Pastoral Visitor: Rev. Dr. Arthur Currie 


Vacationing in Montreal? 
We invite you to worship with us at 
Knox Crescent Kensington & 
First Presbyterian 


Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Child care available, Wheelchair accessible 


Minister: Rev. Dr. Roland De Vries 
6225 Godfrey Ave. (corner, Grand Blvd.) 
N.D.G.514-486-4559 www.kckf.ca 
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c/o Chalmers Presbyterian Church, 
342 Pond Mills Rd., London, ON N5Z 3X5; 
519-681-7242; jbannerman@bellnet.ca. 

Petrolia, St. Andrew’s and Dawn, Knox; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Barry Van Dusen, 
c/o St. Giles Presbyterian Church, 770 
Lakeshore Rd., Sarnia, ON N7T 275; 
519-542-2253; st.giles@ebtech.net. 

St. Catharines, St. Andrew’s (Merritton); 
Stated Supply (one-third time basis); 
Interim Moderator Rev. Calvin Lewis, 
1344 Haist St., Fonthill, ON LOS 1E0; 
905-892-3729; revcalvin@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Portage la Prairie, Man., First; Interim 
Moderator Rev. David Wilson, 
22 Linden Blvd., Brandon, MB R7B 1B9; 
dwilsguy@mts.net. 

Thunder Bay, Ont., First; Interim Moderator 
Bert Vancook, 207 S. Brodie St., Thunder Bay, 
ON P7E 1C1;presby1 @tbaytel.net. 


SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 

Regina, First; Minister; Co-Interim 
Moderators Rev. Ina Golaiy, 718 Elm Cres., 
Weyburn, SK S4H 0S7; 306-842-1942; 
golaiy@sasktel.net and Rev. Devon 
Pattemore, 66 Park St., Yorkton, SK 
S3N 073, 306-782-3659; 
knoxpresb@sasktel.net. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE NORTHWEST 

Calgary, Alta., Centennial; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Tom Brownlee, 12 Scenic Rise NW, 
Calgary, AB T3L 1A8; 
tmbrownlee@hotmail.com. 

Sherwood Park, Alta., Sherwood Park; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. Heinrich 
Grosskopf, c/o Dayspring Presbyterian 
Church, 11445 40 Ave. NW, Edmonton, 
AB T6J OR4; 780-293-0618; 
dpcrev@telus.net. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Dawson Creek, St. James; Full- time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. George Malcolm, 
PO Box 843, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4H8; 
forbespc@telusplanet.net. 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew's; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Gavin Robertson, 
c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 


Obituaries 


FOTHERGILL, KENNETH, died on Jan. 23, 
2009, in Hamilton, Ont., in his 85th year. 
Ken was an elder emeritus of the Church 
of St. John and St. Andrew, Hamilton, 
after having served more than SO years 
as an active elder. He is survived by his 
wife Madeline of 59 years; as well as six 
children and 11 grandchildren. Ken was 
an ardent walker. In his 63 years as a 
member of St. John, Hamilton, and later 
as a member of the Church of St. John 
and St. Andrew, Ken served on the board 
of managers, sang in the choir, taught 
Sunday school and actively participated 
in Presbyterian Men. He was a man full 
of humour and always had a joke or 
poem to recite and, of course, there were 
always his quirky hats. We rejoice in the 
life of Ken Fothergill and his service to 
our master, Jesus Christ. Well done, good 
and faithful servant. 


FRASER, BRUCE CAMPBELL, passed away 
March 2, 2009, in his 92nd year. A bass 
singer, he sang in male choruses for 
many years, and was a choir member 
of Middle River Church, Rocklin, Pictou 
County, N.S., for more than 76 years and 
an elder for more than 50 years. He also 
sang in St. David’s Church Choir, Toney 
River, since 1986. Sadly missed by wife 
Marjorie, sons Duncan and Bruce, his 
step-children, grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren. 


GORDON, EDWIN T., aged 88, passed 
away peacefully May 4, 2009, in North 
Cumberland Memorial Hospital, 
Pugwash, N.S. Born in Rockley, Cumber- 
land Co., he was a son of the late Daniel 
and Mabel (Thompson) Gordon. In his 
early years, Edwin farmed at home and 
worked in the woods. He was caretaker 
of Pugwash District High School for 30 
years, retiring in 1985. He was active in 
the Co-op and the District Volunteer 
Fire Department. He was a member and 
long time elder of St. John’s Presbyte- 
rian, serving as clerk of session and in 
Sunday school. Edwin is survived by his 
son Brian (Helen), sister Margaret Chitty 
of Gananoque, Ont., two grandchildren, 
one great-grandchild, and many nieces, — 
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nephews, and cousins. Besides his 
parents, he was predeceased by his wife 
Isabel (MacLean) Gordon and his sister 
Jean Sellars. 


MACKINNON, DOROTHY, passed away Sept. 
21, 2008. A faithful member for many years 
at Wychwood-Davenport, Toronto, Ont. 


MCLEAN, WALSH WILLIAM, passed away 
on Feb. 27, 2009. Bill was a very active 
member in the life of the Mount Pleasant 
Presbyterian Church, Mt. Pleasant, Ont. 
Bill and Georgina (nee Redditt) were 
married at Mount Pleasant on May 29, 
1946. Bill was the Sunday school super- 
intendent, a past chairman of the board 
of managers, and served as an elder for 
many years. 


NUGENT, OLIVER, was born in Hamilton, 
Ont., August 12, 1912. He served in 
student mission fields all over Canada 
and graduated from Presbyterian 
College in 1937. He began his ordained 
ministry at St. Andrew and St. Paul, 
Montreal, Que. He later ministered at 
St. Andrew’s, Cobourg, Ont., where 
he met and married Jean Paterson. 
He served as a RCAF chaplain in York- 
shire, England, during World War II. 
Following the war, Oliver was minister 
of First Church, Brandon, Man. In 1953, 
he was appointed superintendent of 
missions for the Synod of Alberta, and 
served in the same position in the Synod 
of British Columbia from 1961 to 1974. 
During his retirement, he served many 
congregations as an interim moderator 
and supply minister. Oliver and Jean had 
four children, 12 grandchildren, and 
six great-grandchildren. In retirement 
they settled in Abbotsford, B.C., where 
Oliver sang in the Calvin Church choir 
and was a member of the Fraser Valley 
Beekeepers and the Gladiola Associa- 
tions. Oliver lovingly cared for Jean after 
she suffered several strokes. He was a big 
man with a big sense of humour and 
shared God’s love with everyone. Oliver 
died on March 14, 2009. 


SAGLE, DR. LLOYD ALEXANDER, former 
Sunday school superintendent, elder, 
and elder emeritus of Westminster, Sault 


Ste. Marie, Ont., passed away on April 
23, 2009, at the age of 79. He practiced 
medicine for more than 40 years. His 
wife Lois and children Laurie, Scott, and 
Melinda survive him. 


WALLER, MARGARET ELINOR, passed away 
December 3, 2008. A member of Wych- 
wood-Davenport, Toronto, Ont., and 
long time member of the former Dover- 
court Presbyterian Church. 


WEBB, DONALD, passed away December 
23, 2008, in St. Mary’s, Ont. Don was 
ordained as elder in 1966 at Knox, St. 
Mary’s. He served as a dedicated clerk 
of session at St. Mary’s Presbyterian for 
25 years until 1999. The highlight of his 
church life was placing the robe on his 
son Steve at his ordination as minister 
in 1987. He was faithful and devoted 
to serving the church and enjoyed the 
ministry of the youth. Don will be greatly 
missed by his church family. @ 


Elders’ Institute 
St. Andrew's Hall 


SERVING AS A CLERK 
OF SESSION: 
BONING UP ON THE BAsics 


Online Course 
This online course is designed for 
clerks of session and those discern- 
ing a call to become a clerk. Topics 
include ordination for life and term 
service, how to organize a session 
meeting, esponsible record ne 


ructor: Rey, Dr. L. E. (Ted) Siverns 
“Registration Fee: $100 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 
Toll-Free: 1-866-794-8888 


CALL FOR ENTRIES 


2009 
Christmas 
Cover Art 
Contest 


Send your Christmas- 
themed art on an 

8 "x 11" sheet to: 
Presbyterian Record 


50 Wynford Drive 
Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 


Deadline: 
October 15th 2009 


OGY + + ALUN 'S SPI SPIRITUALITY 


PRESBY TE N 


www. presbyterianrecord.ca 
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KIDS PAGE 


Called to Wonder 


CREATED BY ERIN WALTON 


In Matthew 5: 1-12, we read about Jesus’ most famous sermon, often b; Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
called THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT (because it was given on the for theirs is the Kingdom 

side of a mountain). of heaven. 

In this sermon, Jesus gave the people eight guidelines for living. He 

gave us these guidelines to help us find true joy in Him. God’s way A. Blessed aré they who mourn, 
of living is sometimes the opposite of the way the rest of the world for they shall be comforted. 
lives. The world often measures success and happiness by beauty, 

wealth and possessions. God uses a different measuring stick. Read 3. Blessed are the. meek, for 

on to find out how God suggests we can find true joy. they chin) possess bhava mathe 


The Latin word for“blessed” is “beatus’ that’s why they're called... 


4. Blessed are they who hunger 
and thirst for justicé, 
for théy shall bé satistiéd. 


thé Beatituaes : is earn 


(o. Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for théy shall seé God. 


7. Blessed are thé peacemakers, 
for théy shall bé called 
thé. children of God. 


%. Blessed are they who suffer 
perséeution for justice’ sake, 
for théirs is thé Kingdom 
of héavén. 


Discuss these guidelines with a parent or an 
older sibling and share ideas for following 
these guidelines in your life...and measuring 
up to God's plan for you! 
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FOR THE 
JOURNEY 


For me, when life suddenly takes a troubling twist, 
I cast around crying out for help, help from anywhere 


For the Journey, continued from page 50 

the trailer, ripped off the tank cover, 
latched onto the brass hose nut with 
the crescent wrench and commenced 
twisting. It wouldn’t budge. She 
heaved again on the nut; it wouldn’t 
budge. She heaved some more; it 
wouldn’t budge. More heaving, more 
no-budging got the back of an axe 
involved. Bash, bash on the end of the 
crescent wrench; it wouldn’t budge. 
“Ooooh, that husband of mine!” 
Bash, bash, bash, bash; and the cres- 
cent wrench did exactly what crescent 
wrenches were designed for—it muti- 
lated the brass nut and slipped with 
a clatter to the frosty ground, after 
cushioning its fall on Linda’s feet. 

“Why hadn’t I been there instead 
of gallivanting after swamp donkeys 
at three in the morning with friend 
Harold?” Linda said when I got 
home for supper after dark. “And 
why, why, why, did I always have 
to tighten every nut until it twisted 
off or cross-threaded?” Linda said, 
scowling at me as she cross-exam- 
ined me. 

“Oh!” I said. “Didn’t you know 
that propane threads go the opposite 
way to all other threads. I didn’t over- 
tighten the nut, you were just tight- 
ening it yourself when you thought 
you were loosening it. You were 
twisting your nut the wrong way,” | 
said in a calm and quiet voice. 

Somehow | made it through dinner. 
But I couldn’t sleep. My mind got all 
tangled up with Linda’s experience 
and a psalm I had been thinking on. 

Psalm 121 seemed to me to be all 
about twisting nuts the wrong way; 
not propane tank nuts, but life’s nuts. 
I knew the opening stanza so well: 
“T lift up my eyes to the hills—from 
where will my help come?” 

The psalmist’s question now 
seemed to me to be a compelling one, 
yet I had often glossed over it. When 
I am hard pressed, where will my help 


come from, or perhaps better put, 
where will I turn to? I knew that in 
the context of the psalm, the hills or 
high places were where the pop teli- 
gions of the day were practiced, the 
Baal cult of the Canaanite culture. On 
the hills altars for child sacrifice were 
set up to appease the nature deity 
Baal. On the hills sacred poles or trees 
were planted to the mother goddess 
Asherah. On the hills sacred prosti- 
tutes were provided to lure the help 
of the goddess of fertility Ashtereth. 
When times got tough it was a real 
temptation to look to the hills, to the 
pop religion of the culture in which 
Israel lived. 

For me, when life suddenly takes 
a troubling twist, I cast around crying 
out for help, help from anywhere. I 
often catch myself looking to the 
hills of my culture. And that’s when 
I commence twisting on life’s nut the 
wrong way. That’s what Psalm 121 
confronts .me with. It grabs me by 
the chin and stares me in the eye and 
says: “My help comes from the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth.” My 
help won’t come from the hills, from 
the many pop religions of my culture. 
Jeremiah got it right ... the hills area 
delusion. (Jeremiah 3:23) 

Eugene Peterson names the hills 
today clearly in his comments on 


@ 
ECCLESIASTICAL 


INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 


Psalm 121 in, A Long Obedience in the 
Same Direction. There is no help from 
nature worship or from stargazing. 
There is no help from crystals or dream 
catchers. There is no help from the 
latest fads of mind or body or spirit. 
There is no help from the hills and 
all of their patent medicine religions 
and New Age faith. There is no help 
from the huckster religions of talk 
show host and Dear Abby column; the 
huckster religions of self-hypnosis and 
metaphysical philosophy; the huck- 
ster religions of megavitamin and 
miracle herb; the huckster religions of 
mind over matter, and the escapism of 
lottery tickets and of substance abuse 
and of promised demon-slayer TV 
preachers. 

The psalmist provides the correc- 
tive: “My help comes from the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth. He will 
not let your foot be moved; he who 
keeps you will not slumber. He who 
keeps Israel will neither slumber nor 
sleep.” @ 


Rev. David Webber is a_ contributing 
editor to the Record. He is a minister of 
the Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry 
and the author of From Under a Blazing 
Aspen, And the Aspens Whisper and 
Like a Winter’s Aspen: Embracing the 
Creator’s Fire. 


An ethical alternative for your 
place of worship, care home, 
school, or charity. 


Discover how our Specialty products and 
services can benefit your organization. With 
regional offices in Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto 
and Halifax, we are always on hand to provide 
you with peace of mind. Ask your broker, or 
contact a regional office near you by visiting 


us at www.ecclesiastical.ca. 


A specialty insurer owned by a charitable trust. 
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FOR THE 
JOURNEY 


Twisting Life’s Nut 
the Wrong Way 


Our help comes from the Lord. BY DAVID WEBBER 


few years back, Linda, Chelsea, and I went on a fall 
hunting expedition up to the Peace River Country in 
northeastern British Columbia. Each morning I was 
up at 3 a.m. and out of camp to meet up with my friend 
Harold, my hunting partner. Harold and I would spend the 
whole day blissfully nosing around the Peace Country for 
moose. Linda and Chelsea slept till about eight and then 
they would get up and grind away on home schooling until 
I got back after dark to eat supper, which was also cooked 
by the girls. I was having loads of fun. They were holed up 
in camp, working their tails off. They didn’t even have the 
truck to get them out of the bush if they wanted a break 
during the long day. 
On the third day, about five minutes after I joyfully 
left the campsite, Linda heard a little “plink ... plink.” 
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ILLUSTRATION BY BARRY FALLS 


Lying there in her warm cocoon of eiderdown and bliss- 
fully half asleep, she wondered what it was. Somehow in 
her semiconscious state, she remembered me saying the 
night before that the propane tank was getting real low. It 
suddenly dawned on her that the propane tank had just 
run out. The fridge and furnace had just plinked their little 
safety shutoff devices. Linda knew that to keep the fridge 
cold and the trailer warm she would have to unscrew the 
hose from the empty propane tank and screw it on the full 
one and then re-light the pilot lights. The problem was, 
she had never done it before. 
Muttering unpublishable niceties about her husband, 
Linda climbed out of bed, slipped her ducky boots on her 
bare tootsies and armed herself with a 14-inch crescent 


wrench. She went out to the front of continued on page 49 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 
ase 


BENEDICTION 


rE) 


The Kingsmill Prophets 
To mark its 50th anniversary, St. 
Andrew's Hall, Vancouver, asked local 
potter Bob Kingsmill to create four 
new panels based on four Hebrew 
prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and 
Elijah. While these panels are artistic 
interpretations of their words, they 
are also more than that. The images 
illustrate human interpretation of 
God's reality as revealed to us in the 
prophecies. The central image of each 
piece is a menorah (seven-branched 
candlestick of Judaism) while the 
cross of the gospels is sketched in the 
background. The panels are replete 
with visual imagery drawn from the 
prophets’ work and surmounted by 
key texts that convey their messa- 
ge. At the dedication service of the 

. Kingsmill Prophets in March, Rev. Dr. 
Patricia Dutcher-Walls spoke about 
the biblical context of the panels. 
Read her talk at standrews.edu 
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We are in this together 


International Ministries supports 
missionaries serving with 
partners around the world. 


The Presbyterian Church in Canada www.presbyterian.ca 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 


Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, 
but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, 
in love, in fath and in purity, ¢ Timothy 4:72 


Emmanuel Agbaje, Megan Pepper, Rev. Reid Chudley, Tajali Hall and Sean Fraser set an example. 
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OPINION 


ROOTED AND 
GROUNDED 


A new and exciting church, glimpsed at CY09, is emerging from the PCC. By ALEX MACLEOD 


or two. 

For starters, they loved the worship. I had 
thought the relational stuff would come first by 
far. I was wrong. At the beginning of our ses- 
sions together, each of us wrote down an expe- 
rience of God we'd had that day. We put these 
slips of paper in a shoebox named “Amanda” 
(long story). Then someone would read them 
out, as a kind of prayer. I had hoped we could start to open 
our eyes to the sacred in ordinary life—you know, God in 
the scrambled eggs, the smell of fresh coffee, that kind of 
thing. And yet, it always seemed to come back to worship. 
Relationships too. But worship, above all. 

On the way back to our residence one evening, Cameron 
enthused: “I thought it would be boring, but it’s great. I love 
the music. I actually want to be there for worship. I can’t wait 
until tomorrow.” Imagine that. 

I thought we’d picked up on 
the vernacular principle 500 years 
ago during the Reformation when 
some innovative theologian-hip- 
ster in Germany had the bright 
idea: hey, let’s try worship in a language people understand, the 
language they speak everyday—i.e. not Latin. And yet, for quite 
a number of us at CYO9, this was the first time we’d danced in 
worship, first time we’d felt free to clap or even sway, first time 
we'd been excited about going back for more the next day. 

But maybe there’s a good reason for that. What if these 
good times inspired our youth to just gyrate right on out 
of our churches altogether? Shouldn’t we try to be realistic 
about this kind of enthusiasm? Why not continue to measure 
out the doses? Once every three years is enough, wouldn’t 
you say? Let’s be careful about raising expectations. We want 
people to stay in church after all. 

How ironic and tragic, then, that leaving church is 
exactly what does happen next. Let’s follow the crowd into 
a future beyond Canada Youth. Fast-forward a few years and, 
all of a sudden, they’re gone. When our young people get to 
an age where they can choose church for themselves, they 
tend to disappear. And, unlike in the past, they’re no longer 


anging out with a group of 20 teenagers 
at Canada Youth 2009, I learned a thing 
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Some innovative theologian-hipster in 
Germany had the bright idea: hey, let’s try 
worship in a language people understand, 

the language they speak everyday—i.e. not Latin 


returning to fill the pews when they get older. 

Sandra bucks the trend. She’s a delightful 
2S year-old doctoral student—and she has com- 
mitment to spare. She was a group leader for 
the week as well. Sandra told me she’s the only 
person in her church between the age of 18 and 
35. Naturally, she runs the youth group herself. 
But she’s still missing a community—friendships 
with Christian peers, companionship as she 
works through issues relevant to her life-situa- 
tion. I’ve heard this story before. 

Over dinner on Thursday, seven of us met to talk about 
the “post-CY” predicament. Where will these teenagers be 
in five years? Why are there so few young adults in our 
churches? Do we care? 

We went around the table. In Winnipeg, someone is lead- 
ing a church consisting mostly of people between 20 and 45. 
In Toronto, someone has initiated a small group for young 
adult “graduates” of the presby- 
tery’s youth ministry. Someone 
else, from Nova Scotia, observed 
that this missing generation 
will show up for the retreats she 
leads but not on Sundays. Most 
compelling, someone in Barrie, the only one among us with 
a so-called “secular day job,” has started a series of art shows 
and coffee house events. He’s more creative than the profes- 
sionals. Imagine that. And he’s doing it for the art, not the 
institution. He’s doing it in faith. And so the conversation 
goes on ... 

This is the church that’s emerging all around us. We 
are Holy Spirit chameleons, Presbyterian shape-changers, 
Reformed and reforming into a thousand faces. We too shall 
be released from our previous assumptions. We will be made 
new as we respond to God who gathers up what seems to 
separate us—language, generation, culture, to name a few— 
and brings us together in Christ. 

We can’t wait another three years for Canada Youth to 
happen again. @ 


Rev. Alex MacLeod is one of the ministers at Knox Church in down- 
town Toronto. He was a group leader at Canada Youth in July. 
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Letters 


letters@presbyterianrecord.ca 


Before the Word Became Flesh 
What a delight the letters are, and how 
predictable has been the response to 
Dr. McLelland’s March model of the 
world’s major religions compatibly 
orbiting a central God. No surprise that 
the level of wrath rose from “rising 
indignation” in May to lashings of 
heresy in June. Personally, it was grati- 
fying to find thoughtful support for a 
belief structure which does not commit 
three-quarters and more of the world’s 
people to inevitable damnation. 

The span of real time and biblical 
verse laying between the unbelievable 
in the Old Testament—the stuff McLel- 
land calls saga—and the beginnings of 
rational truth depends on who you are, 
and is the battleground of the literalists 
and those of more rigourous thought. 
For the utterly convinced the gap is 
zero and that is simple, but for others, 
perhaps clergy most of all, it is not easy. 
Having spent a career in resource explo- 
ration where to be absolutely convinced 
and totally wrong can be very expen- 
sive, alongside four decades in Presby- 
terian eldership, I have learned not to 
worry about these things. The essence 
of Christianity lies in the scant gospel 
pages between Mary’s decision to go to 
the tomb and Christ’s ascension. The 
rest, some of it anyway, is history. 

Years ago it was meaningful for me 
to pick up a foot-long piece of tusk and 
a molar the size of a baseball just east 
of Old Crow, Yukon. It gave proof to a 
world long after the beginning but quite 
a bit before the Word became flesh. It 
was a world | could see and hold in my 
hand and think about, but it has never 
conflicted with Mary’s world, the world 
of my faith. So let’s not fuss over General 
Gordon’s misidentification of Christ’s 


tomb (June Letters) and give the guy a 
break. After all, his death at Khartoum 
led to a place called Omdurman and 
the first defeat of what we now call the 
Taliban, not to mention launching the 
career of another saviour, a kid named 
Winston Churchill. 

MICHAEL MOORHOUSE, CALGARY 


Dr. McLelland’s article on Two Kinds of 
Knowledge is a valiant attempt to over- 
come the false dichotomy which exists 
between faith and reason. However, 
because it rests on and embraces 
Enlightenment philosophical presup- 
positions it falls short. McLelland’s 
attempt is only a synthesis and not a 
true integration of faith and reason. 

Time and experience indicate to 
us that faith and reason must relate 
together in some way, shape or 
form—after all both are created by 
God. However, we will not discover 
how they can be truly integrated 
unless we examine and replace the 
current foundation with something 
more scriptural. 

Foundations are very important. 
They must be absolutely level or the 
building will end up skewed, like 
the Tower of Pisa. If we build on the 
foundation of Enlightenment philos- 
ophy as we attempt to integrate faith 
and reason it will result in a skewed 
outcome. We certainly can see this in 
the theological and scientific conclu- 
sions that McLelland’s synthesis leads 
him to propose. 

For those who are interested in 
building a new foundation for the 
task of integrating faith and reason, 
and who want to avoid the pitfalls 
of fundamentalism and liberalism, I 
would recommend getting started > 
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ETERS 


by reading Reformational Theology: A 
New Paradigm for Doing Dogmatics by 
Prof. Gordon Spykman. (You can read 
it online—just Google it.) 


Semper Reformanda, and happy 
reading! 
REV. GRANT GUNNINK, CALGARY 
Godincident 


Re How Does Our Garden Grow, May 
You are to be praised for bringing this to 
the attention of our church, unwelcome 
as it will be to so many who seem to be 
in a state of denial on this subject. 

Then to my further surprise when 
I finally got around to reviewing the 
remainder of the Record, it was to 
rejoice upon reading Calvin Brown’s 
piece on Popping the Question. Surely 
this was more than a mere coinci- 
dence, which in my book I label as a 
Godincident. 

WALLY WHYTE 
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Serving As a 
Ruling Elder 


Online Course 


What are the roles and responsibil- 
ities of ruling elders? Register for this 
course to explore the multi-faceted 
answers to this and other questions 
with the Elders’ Institute. 


Join other ruling elders online! 
Oct. 5 - Nov. 13, 2009 


Instructor: Rev. Leslie Walker 
Registration Fee: $100 
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Brown says some of our ministers 
“think that Jesus will save everyone. It 
is a nice thought but it really isn’t true 
if the Bible and confessions are to be 
believed.” 

I believe God will ultimately “save” 
everyone because I believe in the God of 
grace (undeserved love). God loves each 
of us and all of creation. God’s love is 
unlimited and unconditional. God loves 
us whether we give the right answer to 
Calvin Brown’s question or not. The 
Bible tells us God’s plan is “to gather up 
all things in Him, things in heaven and 
things on earth.” (Ephesians 1:10) 

Not only are there many other 
Bible passages supporting “univer- 
salism” (God’s salvation of all) but the 
early church espoused that doctrine. 
Origen and Gregory of Nyssa, to name 
only two, taught the salvation of all. 
As for the confessions—they are not 
perfect. I do not believe the Westmin- 
ster Confession of Faith is right to 
say the pope is the Anti-Christ or to 
embrace double predestination (some 
are saved; some are damned). 

I consider everything in the light of 
the God of grace who loves and saves 
all people. Think how our assurance of 
pardon would sound if we said, “Hear 
the good news! Who is in a position to 
condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died 
for some of us, rose for some of us.” 

The good news we have to share 
is not that if you say “yes” to Calvin 
Brown’s question, “Have you turned 
your life over to the Lordship of 


Pontius’ Puddle 


I WORRY ABOUT THE YOUTH 
OF TODAY. THEY ARE 
SENSITIVE, COMPASSIONATE, 
SERVICE-MINDED, ECOLOGY- 
MINDED AND ACCEPTING OF 
PEOPLE FROM ALL COLTORES 
AND BACKGROONDS... 

IN SHORT, THEY'RE TOTALLY 
ONPREPARED FOR THE 
WORLD WE'RE ABOUT To 
DOM? ON THEM. 


Jesus?” you will be saved, but that 


before you had even heard of Jesus, 
God in love had already saved you. 
Now that’s good news! 

ZANDER DUNN, STELLA, ONT. 


Inextricably Tied to Jesus 

I received the Holy Spirit in 1979 at 
age 30 after a heartfelt repentance 
about the way I was living my life. 
The experience was like Saul’s conver- 
sion on the road to Damascus. I was 
not looking for Jesus or God but was 
simply saying to God that I was sorry 
(I did not even know for sure that God 
existed). God recognized my sincerity 
and led me on a three-day and three- 
night conversion. It culminated in my 
becoming a believer in Jesus as well as 
my receiving the Holy Spirit. My life 
changed forever at that point. 


www. seasonsonline. Ca 


lam amazed at 
what a good deal 
SeasonsOnline is, for 
the quality. Thanks so 
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much for offering such 
a truly terrific product 
at such a reasonable 
price point! 
— Rev. Miranda Hassett 
St. Andrew's Church, 
Hopkinton, NH 
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essential spirituality for our day 
www.woodlakebooks.com 
Click on “Special of the Month” 
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In the years since, I have rarely 
met anyone who has had a similar 
experience. When I mention the daily 
connection with the Holy Spirit to 
fellow Christians I know that they 
for the most part don’t know what I 
am talking about. It truly “passeth all 
understanding.” I cannot explain why 
some believers feel the Holy Spirit and 
others do not. It may be tied to my 
conversion experience, which began 
with my repentance. 

Those who do not feel the pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit should not be 
discouraged. Jesus said in John 20:29, 
“Blessed are those who have faith yet 
have not seen.” What a wonderful 
Savior we have to have said such words. 
Being a sheep in the flock of Jesus is a 
great blessing with or without feeling 
the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

My experience was inextricably 
tied to Jesus who said he went to be 
with his Father so that the Holy Spirit 
could be given to believers (Acts 1:8). 
Dr. Vissers incorrectly asserts that the 
Holy Spirit is the “same Spirit at work 
in people of other faiths” (Theology 
101, June). It may be a spirit but it is 
not the Holy Spirit. 

BUD CRAIG, OTTAWA 


Frenglish Calvin 

Re Moi je prefere Jean Cauvin, June Letters 
The letter writer’s elaboration indicates 
he is knowledgeable about the French 
language in that era (16th century). 
But if he is so keen to get the French 


Looking to Advertise in 


the Presbyterian Record? 


— by September 15,2009 
ection aia 
October 15, 2009 
ecember 15,2009 


form of John in an English magazine 
then perhaps he should go the whole 
road and use Jean Cauvin and nobody 
would know whom he was talking 
about. 
I prefer “John Calvin.” 
F. H. FORSYTH, BARRIE, ONT. 


Grant a Moderator 
Re A Liberal Autobiography, July/August 
I think your readers would be inter- 
ested in knowing that Michael Ignati- 
eff’s ancestor, Rev. G. M. Grant, born 
in Pictou County, was moderator of 
the General Assembly in 1889. 

Appreciated the General Assembly 
issue. 

N. R. BANNERMAN, BARNEY'S RIVER, N.S. 


On our website: 

Further disquisitions on abortion and 
free speech. Add your voice: presbyte- 
rianrecord.ca/articles/letters/ @ 
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...educating 
for today’s 
challenges 
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VST Open House 
November 19, 2009 


www.vst.edu 


Vancouver 


Our Youth Program 
...is well underway for the new 


school year in our bright and 
spacious new youth centre. 


The program aims to provide life 
skills development and advocacy for 
atrisk, inner-city youth. This includes 

an after-school club for boys and girls, 
homework assistance for high school 
students, TTC assistance, Outside-the- 
Lines leadership retreat as well as the 
Cobblestone Theatre Project. 


We will need the following items to 
help our youth achieve their goals: 


@ School Supplies: binders, hole 
punches, calculators, geometry sets, 
pencil crayons, markers and art 
supplies. 


© Student TTC tickets for the 
Transit for Teens program 


Our programs are also in need of 
financial support and volunteers. 


Thank you for your support. 


Please help us to help others 


Contact Ann-Marie Morris for more 
information on how you can help: 


416-504-3563 x 221 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 
552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3WS& 
Phone (416) 504-3563 
Fax (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR 0001 
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People 


Places 


To make People & Places submissions: peopleplaces@presbyterianrecord.ca. 
Please visit the monthly PnP page at www.presbyterianrecord.ca for more. 


tag 
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Cake of the Month: St. Andrew’s, Bowmanville, Ont., recently 
celebrated their 175th anniversary. Celebrations have been 
taking place throughout the last year, including a Women of the 
Bible fashion show, the Sunday school’s float in the Bowmanville 
Christmas parade, and a trip to the Blue Jays Game—just to 
mention a few. 

Pictured are Rev. Noel Gordon, minister, and Rev. Hugh Donnelly, 
a former minister, with his daughter, Maggie. 
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Junior Sunday school children at St. Andrew's, Kamloops, B.C., 
collected dimes during Lent (taped like scales on fish cards). 
They searched the PWS&D catalogue and chose a bicycle for 
a minister in Malawi as their special project to support. On 
our website: St. Andrew’s adults rode their bikes to church 

as part of Kamloops Bike to Work Week in May. 


On our website: 

Learning about the body of Christ at Calvin, Halifax. 
Rev. Cheol Soon Park drops in at Fort McMurray. A 
festival of faith at Nine Mile Creek, P.E.I. St. Andrew's 

and St. Stephen’s, North Vancouver, raise $2,000 for a 
local charity and then they celebrate a 50th wedding 
anniversary. Ten Thousand Villages in Picton. Pictou 
goes intercongregational for mission. A young woman 
studying in NYC is helped by her home congregation 

in Richmond, B.C. Meanwhile the folks at Richmond, 
Ont., help beautify their community. A new elevator 

in Springhill, N.S. Temiskaming presbytery meets in 
Timmins. Rain does not deter the Tillsonburgers from 
raising their voices in song. The WMS meets in Belleville, 
Ont. And, the Sunday school at Saanich Peninsula raised 
over $2,000 for PWS&D. 
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Young people along with 
their mentors, gathered 

for a photo before a very 
special celebration at 
Armour Heights, Toronto. 
On Christian Family Sunday, 
14 youth were confirmed 
after engaging in a year- 
long intensive faith journey. 
We joyfully walk with our 
youth as they continue 
discovering how to grow 

in God's way. 


In April, the youth of 
St. David's, Halifax, 
with help from their 
parents, prepared a 
spaghetti lunch for the 
congregation, raising 
$395 for Presbyterians 
Sharing. /n the back: 
Katie, Lila, Amanda, 
Margaret, Katie; in the 
front: Rebecca, Brianna, 
William, lan, Alissa. 
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SPOTLIGHT 
Indian Youth: 


Abhishek Tomar (not 
pictured), Deepika Tomar, 
Deepak Baghel and Jaklina 
Parmar, from Jobat and ne- 
arby villages in Northern 
india, share a traditional 
song and dance at the Ca- 
nada Youth 2009 conferen- 
ce. They joined Canadian 
youth last summer during 
a Youth in Mission trip to 
india and visited Canada 
for four weeks in July. 


Conflict in Afghanistan ‘Unnecessary’ 


UN conflict expert speaks to national staff. By AMY MACLACHLAN 


WHEN IT COMES TO WHAT’S WRONG 
with the war in Afghanistan, Remmelt 
Hummelen isn’t exactly lost for words. 
A former national church staff person, 
he thinks Canada’s approach is causing 
problems instead of solving them, 
focusing on the capital when it’s the 
country’s 31,000 villages that hold the 
answers to lasting peace. 

“A lot of conflict there today is 
totally unnecessary,” he told a group 
at church offices in July. “Donors are 
rushing in and ‘fixing’ things that they 
know nothing about, so you end up 
with the wrong prescription.” 

Hummelen livedin Islamic countries, 
including Afghanistan, for 20 years 
as a United Nations program advisor 
and a conflict mitigation specialist for 
United States Aid. As such, he has seen 
the effects of the war in Afghanistan, 
and listed three things about Canada’s 
presence there that should change: 

1. Demilitarize: “Our current military 

operation there is not appropriate. 
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Our military is not trained to work 
in such places.” He said following 
the U.S.’s police-style operation— 
to hunt down the Taliban—is the 
wrong approach. He noted that 
outsiders must be knowledgeable 
about Islam and the tribal system, 
and appropriately trained; if this is 
the case, they can be indispensable 
for asking questions and challenging 
villagers, and can help get decisions 
and compromises made. 

2. Stop focussing on Kabul; focus on 
villages instead: “We can make all 
the laws we want in Kabul, but they 
are irrelevant in small villages. They 
don’t care! And they do what they 
want .... When mothers have to give 
opium to their babies because there’s 
no food on the table, who cares 
about what’s going on in Kabul?” 

3. Current methodologies are inap- 
propriate for development; they 
don’t work for societies in conflict, 
and they exclude people. Once 


again, Hummelen stressed the need 
to work with villagers. Central to the 
local/tribal governance system is the 
jirga, meetings of tribal elders that 
make decisions and solve problems. 
Because everyone present is allowed 
to speak and consensus is required 
for change, a jirga can go on for days 
or weeks. Any decision for develop- 
ment, therefore, should take this 
system into account. “We have to 
change the work plan, otherwise, 
we're creating problems.” 

While living in Afghanistan, 
Hummelen conducted a survey and 
found that 70 per cent of both men 
and women would like outsiders to 
talk to them before taking any action. 

“Canada can make a _ contribu- 
tion,” concluded Hummelen, “and it 
should, but we don’t have our ducks 
in a row.” @ 


Amy MacLachlan is the Record’s senior 
writer. 
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Afghanistan 


THE GENERAL SECRETARY of the Cana- 
dian Council of Churches, Rev. Dr. 
Karen Hamilton, visited the Cana- 
dian Forces base in Kandahar in July, 
meeting with soldiers and military 
chaplains as well as the Religious 
Officer of the Afghan National Army. 

Though there were many moving 
moments—including participation 
in a ramp ceremony for a Canadian 
soldier killed when a military vehicle 
was blown up—one thing that struck 
her was the sad state of the country’s 
agriculture and landscape. The need 
to replant trees and to rebuild and 
regenerate the agricultural sector is 
something conflict expert Remmelt 
Hummelen had told Hamilton was key 
to moving the country forward. 

“What Afghanistan needs is life in 
all its complexity,” said Hamilton. 
“That means everything from secu- 
rity to education, to arts and crafts, to 
industry and trade.” 

Her visit with the Religious Officer 
of the Afghan National Army, who 
gave her a tour of a rebuilt mosque 
and library, was a highlight. “The man 


Needs Life 


has amazing energy, enthusiasm and 
optimism for the Afghan soldiers and 
for the ability of the religion officers 
to minister to their soldiers,” she said, 
noting that it takes 12 years of training 
to get to his position. 

She spoke of the support they receive 
from the Canadian chaplains, and the 


“What Afghanistan needs is life 
in all its complexity, that means 
everything from security to 
education, to arts and crafts, 
to industry and trade” 


relationship that exists for deepening 
the faith of the Afghan army. 
Hamilton represents the CCC on 
the Interfaith Committee for Cana- 
dian Military Chaplaincy. The council 
is preparing another letter to the 
prime minister for the fall. The main 
requests will echo past letters on the 
war: to protect the vulnerable rather 
than engage in aggressive military 
action, focus on peace and rebuilding, 
and involve community and religious 
groups in decision-making. m —AM 


Rev. Dr. Karen Hamilton (second from right) with scholars and chaplains in Kandahar. 
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It’s Here: 

Our new website is interactive 
and has many new features 
which we shall be unveiling 

throughout this year! 


Study Guides 
Theology 101: 
Each Theology article in 
the series has an online 
study guide to help you 
think through the ideas 
being discussed. 


More Stories 
Check out additional People 
and Places stories and 
letters each month. 


Bonus Extras 
Check back often to find more 
hidden gems on our website. 


Visit us online today at 
www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


www. presbyterianrecord.ca 
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Knox Explores Dead 

Sea Scrolls 

Knox College will hold a seminar in 
October on the Dead Sea Scrolls, which 
are on display at the Royal Ontario 
Museum in Toronto until January 2010. 

Knox's seminar will discuss how the 
scrolls have affected modern transla- 
tions of the Old Testament, what the 
scrolls say about the world in which 
Jesus and his followers lived, and how 
research on the scrolls has brought 
Jewish and Christian scholars together. 
McMaster University professor Dr.Eileen 
Schuller is the keynote speaker. She is a 
member of the Dead Sea Scrolls edito- 
rial board and associate editor of the 
New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, 
and Dead Sea Scrolls Encyclopedia. 

The first scrolls were discovered in 
1947 by a Bedouin shepherd in a cave 
near the Dead Sea. The 207 scrolls 
represent nearly all of the books in 
the Hebrew Bible. They do not contain 
copies of the New Testament; there are 
very few texts in Greek and none men- 
tion Jesus, John the Baptist, or the early 
Christian community. 

The October 29 event will also fea- 
ture talks by two Knox College faculty, 
and includes lunch,a tour of the exhibit 
and a closing reception. For tickets call 
416-978-6228.—Knox College 
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Short Film 

Web guru and former Vine staff person Peter 
Johnson launched a modest filmmaking 
career in July when his short film The Only 
Possible Outcome played at the Mississauga 
Independent Film Festival. 

The four-minute and 20-second movie 
featured his brother, Daniel Johnson and 
Knox student, Bruce McAnsh. Johnson was 
pleased with the positive reaction the film 
received from the audience, selection com- 
mittee and other filmmakers. Noting that 
filmmaking is something he has always wan- 
ted to pursue, Johnson said he has two more 
short screenplays that he will be shooting in 
the near future. 

Johnson's father is Rev. Jim Johnson, mini- 
ster at Durham, Ont.—AM 


Unusual Organ Transplant 

When a Vancouver newcomer wandered into 
Central Presbyterian last August and asked if 
he could play the organ, the congregation 
thought their prayers had been answered. 

Martin John Stephen Lovelyn, known to his 
friends as Lovelyn, replaced their Montreal- 
bound organist the following Sunday. He 
continued to play at worship until November 
when he completed his work in Vancouver 
and returned to his native India. 

Before leaving, he mentioned that his 
home church needed a new organ—a 
difficult commodity to find in India. Could a 
second-hand organ be found and shipped to 
his church, he wondered? 

Elder Gillan Jackson and Rev. Jim Smith 
took his request to presbytery; Eileen Spar- 


An old organ finds a new home in Nodia, India. 


row, a representative elder for St. Aidan’s in 
New Westminster, said an organ had recently 
been offered to their church. 

To thank Lovelyn for his musical ministry, 
Central paid to ship the organ over 15,000 
km from Vancouver to Singapore to Nhava 
Shey, India to Delhi. It took over two months 
to arrive, but on March 15, the congregation 
of Christ Church in Nodia, India, held a spe- 
cial dedication service for their new organ, 
played by Lovelyn.—with files from Kathleen 
Bolton 


Hymnist, Composer Celebrated 
Joseph Scriven, author of What a Friend We 
Have in Jesus will be celebrated this month 
in his hometown of Port Hope, Ont. Local 
churches are planning a number of tours, 
services, concerts and barbeques to mark the 
occasion, and a refurbished monument to 
Scriven will be unveiled. Details can be found 
at josephscriven.org. 

Ralph Vaughan Williams, a British com- 
poser and hymn writer, is featured in a new 
booklet composed by Ted Stewart. The elder 
at Knox, Kincardine, Ont. argues that Williams 
influenced the hymnals of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada more than one might have 
thought, though his name and music are 
steeped in Anglican tradition. 

The book can be purchased for $5. All 
profits will be donated to the local WMS’ 
Grandmother's Fund. —CPurvis 


Eradicating Poverty 

Churches can be a powerful force when 
it comes to eradicating poverty in their 
community, said Stephen 
Allen, associate secretary 
of Justice Ministries. “But 
duplication is a luxury 
that’s best avoided.” 
Rather than rushing to do 
something, he suggested 
congregations look at the 
needs of their community 
strategically. This may 
mean backing an existing 
group or campaign, or 
working ecumenically to 
avoid duplicating services 
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From Inner-City to Camp 
Under the sponsorship of the Scott Mis- 
sion, more than 600 children and youth 
from low-income families left the towers 
of Toronto for the great outdoors this 
summer. 

Although the cost of a six-day session 
at the 100-acre campground is just over 
$600, families pay between $10 and $40, 
with donations covering the remainder. 

“Kids go year after year,” said mission 
director David Smith. “Many of them 
become camp counsellors and go on to 
have productive happy lives even though 
their childhoods were full of challenges.” 

The camp in Caledon, Ont. was pur- 
chased in 1957. 


that are already provided. 

The UN-recognized International Day For 
the Eradication of Poverty on October 17 is a 
good opportunity to invite a guest speaker, 
organize a community forum, include a spe- 
cial prayer or sermon, or write to an MPP. 

Churches can also involve themselves in 
the Dignity for All Campaign, an initiative 
created by Citizens for Public Justice and 
Canada Wihout Poverty that seeks to pres- 
sure the federal government into develo- 
ping a federal poverty reduction plan and 
anti-poverty act. 

“Poverty directly affects between three 
and five million Canadians,” said Karri 
Munn-Venn, CPJ’s socio-economic analyst 
and member of Knox, Ottawa. “Everyone 
has a role to play in addressing poverty, but 
the federal government has an especially 
critical role.” 

She said a federal plan would ideally 
include measures on income security, 
employment insurance, early childhood 
development, education and training, and 
social supports. 

“Several provinces have introduced 
poverty reduction strategies and have taken 
steps to address poverty in their jurisdictions, 
but many of the issues related to poverty are 
larger than what can be addressed at the 
provincial level,” said Munn-Venn. “What is 
more, provincial leaders have consistently 


called for federal support and cooperation 
in order to effectively address the issue.” 

To sign on to the campaign, visit 
dignityforall.ca. 

Congregations can also look outside 
Canada to take action. With the number of 
hungry people in the world approaching 
one billion, the Canadian Foodgrains Bank 
is urging Christians to fast for change and 
to celebrate World Food Day on October 


16. Presbyterian-supported CFGB believes 
that Christians are called to prayer and 
action, and to demonstrate that there is 
enough food for all.To find creative ways to 
participate and promote food justice, visit 
fastforchange.ca. 

CFGB reported a record fiscal year with 
$47.7 million spent on project commitments 


“Many of the issues related to 
poverty are larger than what can be 
addressed at the provincial level” 


in 2008-09, up from $24.6 million the pre- 
vious year. About $35.4 million of that total 
was spent on food aid programs, with food 
security and nutrition projects accounting 
for the rest of the funds. 

The bank funded 98 distinct projects. 
The majority of funds (83 per cent) as well 
as tonnes of food and seed (67 per cent of 
more than 39,000 total tonnes) were spent 
in Africa—a trend that has continued in 
recent years. Ethiopia received the highest 
amounts in both categories at $9.9 million 
and 9,500 tonnes of food and seed. Nutrition 
programs were also at a record high with 
the costs concentrated primarily in Sudan. 
—AM, CPurvis, with files from CFGB @ 
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DEAD ER 
FROM BANGKOK 


Moving Mountains 


The first step to helping 200 million people is self-education. BY WILL INGRAM 


THE JUNE RECORD contained some 
introductory comments about the Dalit 
peoples in caste-affected societies, and 
about the recent Global Ecumenical 
Conference on Justice for Dalits, which 
took place in Bangkok this past March. 

The word Dalit means crushed or 
oppressed and is the self-chosen word 
used to describe those who are not born 
into one of the four overarching castes 
in the Hindu caste system, and are 
therefore considered to be impure and 
polluting, even from birth. Previously, 
this group was sometimes known as 
the untouchables or the harrijans. 

Because of. the complexity of the 
Dalit issue, one of the most understand- 
able questions that is commonly raised 
is: “What can we do about it?” 

There are no illusions that the rest 
of the world can solve this problem. 
Gone are the days when we—partic- 
ularly in the West—can impose or 
dictate how other cultures, religions 


“Untouchables” in Varanasi, India. 
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and countries should view the world. 
However, it is important to remember 
that a great number of Dalits are Chris- 
tian brothers and sisters. Our concern 
should never, of course, be limited to 
those who share our faith, but neither 
can we remain blind to their plight. 
The starting point involves simple 
awareness. How many of us are aware 
that there are approximately 200 
million people in the world who 
endure this terrible form of discrimina- 
tion? How often do we forget that in an 
increasingly interconnected globalized 
community, the idea that there can be 
a massive human rights problem “over 
there” is an increasingly irrelevant, 
naive and archaic notion? How many 
of us work for businesses which have 
dealings in caste-affected countries, 
and which should monitor whether 
their businesses participate in discrimi- 
natory practices? How many of us have 
friends, relatives, and members in our 


congregations whose lives are affected 
by levels of caste-based discrimination? 

So how do we become aware? An 
excellent online introduction to this 
issue—with beautiful but troubling 
photos—can be viewed at idsn.org/ 
wearenotuntouchable. 

A short video presentation can be 
viewed at youtube.com by searching 
for the video entitled, “I’m Dalit, how 
are you?” 

Another way to become informed is 
by learning about organizations that 
are seeking to advocate for the rights 
and dignity of the Dalits such as the 
International Dalit Solidarity Network 
which can be found at idsn.org. 

Finally, the official summation of the 
Global Ecumenical Conference on Justice 
for Dalits—including specific sugges- 
tions for churches, governments and 
businesses both in caste-affected coun- 
tries and less affected countries—can be 
viewed online at standrewstoronto.org/ 
thailand/BangkokDeclaration.pdf. 

While such problems may seem 
overwhelming, it is inspiring to note 
that a number of the participants who 
joined with us in Bangkok had been 
at the forefront of the struggle against 
apartheid in South Africa—which, in its 
time, was also seen as an intractable and 
impossible problem to solve. Apartheid 
is now a damnable footnote in human 
history. Like apartheid, the Dalit issue 
is an issue of mountainous proportions. 
It’s a good thing that Someone made 
a promise, once, about the power to 
move mountains ... m 


Rev. Will Ingram is minister at St. 
Andrew’s, King St., Toronto. He is the 
Presbyterian Church’s representative for 
the World Council of Churches. His blogs 
can be read at standrewstoronto.org. This 
is the second of two articles. 
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Churches are Key in Crisis 


From Swiss Air to 9/11, churches provide hospitality and 
spiritual support. BY CONNIE PURVIS AND AMY MACLACHLAN 


WHEN SWISS AIR FLIGHT 111 CRASHED 
offshore in 1998, killing 229 people, 
Nova Scotia’s faith communities got 
their first taste of a crisis situation. 

Rev. Cindi Chenard, minister at Iona, 
Dartmouth, remembers the aftermath. 
She said churches that were close to 
the crash site held services and offered 
practical support, like providing sand- 
wiches to search and rescue teams. 

But it wasn’t until 9/11 that churches 
and other faith communities realized 
exactly what was needed in an emer- 
gency. 

When 44 planes were diverted to 
Nova Scotia after news of the crash 
was circulated, about 9,000 people 
were put up for the night in the prov- 
ince’s arenas and community centres. 
Not only was there dire need for spiri- 
tual care, but practical items such as 
toiletries, diapers and colouring books 
became high priority. 

“There are certain similarities 
between all crises: the feelings of loss 
and grief and confusion, and the need 
to get one’s bearings,” she continued. 
“You need people to help with the big 
questions—questions of why, is God 
mad at me, and did we do something 
to deserve this? 

“But we also offered the gift of 
hospitality,” said Chenard, who is also 
a police chaplain. “There’s as much of 
that element in our mission as spiri- 
tual care.” 

“Churches have something unique 
to bring to the table in emergency 
situations,” said Rev. Tim Purvis, who 
represented the ecumenical Faith and 
Witness Commission of the Canadian 
Council of Churches at a conference 
on emergency preparedness. 

The federally sponsored three-day 
event was held in Toronto in February, 
and brought together representatives 


from the National Advisory Group 
for Emergency Planning, the Public 
Health Agency of Canada, the Cana- 
dian Armed Forces, churches and faith 
groups to discuss the possible role faith 
groups can play in emergencies. 

Churches have often been lumped in 
with social and psychological services 
because ministers can provide pastoral 
counseling. But churches have more to 
offer, said Purvis, a minister at West- 
view, Toronto. 


‘We have established networks that 
can spring into action to provide 
food and other necessities’ 


“For one thing we have buildings. 
Those can serve as shelters in emergen- 
cies. And we have established networks 
that can spring into action to provide 
food and other necessities.” 

The 9/11 crisis also highlighted 
the need for an organized response, 
prompting the creation of an inter- 
faith regional emergency planning 
committee, of which Chenard was a 
member. The group can be contacted 
quickly and easily by emergency 
services, and then mobilized as needed. 

Some denominations, including 
Mennonites, the Salvation Army 
and United Church, have policies or 
resources available in case of emer- 
gency scenarios, including pandemics. 
While the PCC does not have a policy, 
Don Muir, associate secretary and 
deputy clerk, is the church’s represen- 
tative to the CCC’s National Advisory 
Group on Emergency Planning. The 
group helps CCC-member churches 
prepare for carrying their ministries in 
times of emergency, and to be prepared 
to offer practical, organized assistance 
to municipal authorities or the armed 
forces as requested. @ 


Or Distance 
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Certificate in Spirituality 
A program for personal 
spiritual development; 
each 10-week course is 
offered on an individual 
basis or as a module in the 
certificate. 
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Diploma in Assisted 
Living: Human Care and 
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development for those 
working or living with a 
person who has an intel- 
lectual disability. This 
theory and values based 
program provides an 
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nities and celebrating indi- 
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For details on these and 
other distance education 
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contact us: 


StFX Continuing & Distance Education 
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NS, B2G 2W5 
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toll free: 1-877-867-5562 
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continuinged@stfx.ca 


www.stix.ca/academic/continuinged 
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WORLD NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


Atheists ‘De-Baptised’ 
ENi—Jennifer Gray took a decisive step 
when she recently got “de-baptised” in 
Ohio, considering herself “a weak Christian” 
whose baptism at age 11 came to mean less 
and less as she lost faith in God. 

In a type of mock ceremony that's been 
performed in at least four states, a robed 
“priest” used a hairdryer marked “reason” in 
an apparent bid to blow away the waters of 
baptism. 

Within the past year, “de-baptism” 
ceremonies have attracted as many as 250 
participants at atheist conventions in 
Ohio, Texas, Florida and Georgia, and 
more than 100,000 Britons downloaded 
de-baptism certificates from the National 
Secular Society between 2005 and 2009. 


Christian Medieval Europe Bad 


ENI—In an address to a European gathering 
of mainly Anglican, Orthodox and Prote- 
stant churches, the leader of the Romanian 
Orthodox Church warned against attempts 
to restore a“Christian medieval Europe’as a 
response to increasing religious plurality. 

“We will have to become more and more 
used to religious pluralism, with respect for 
the others, without falling into doctrinal or 
moral relativism,” Patriarch Daniel said at 
the Conference of European Churches. 

“In this very complex context, which 
is, certainly, permanently changing and a 
great challenge for the churches, we can- 
not afford to be nostalgic by attempting to 
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restore a Christian medieval Europe,” said 
the Orthodox leader. 


Heresy of Ecumenism 


ENI—A group of Orthodox clergy in Gre- 
ece led by three senior archbishops have 
published a manifesto pledging to resist all 
ecumenical ties with Roman Catholics and 
Protestants.”The only way our communion 
with heretics can be restored is if they re- 
nounce their fallacy and repent,” the group 
said in their Confession of Faith Against 
Ecumenism. 

“The Orthodox church is not merely the 
true church; she is the only church,” states 
the document. It further declares that Pro- 
testantism “inherited many heresies but 
also added many more” by rejecting tradi- 
tion, the veneration of saints, monasticism 
and sacraments, and tolerating women 
priests and homosexual marriages. 


Help the Homeless 


WARC—A letter written by a church lea- 
der in the early hours of July 31 called for 
prayers and support for Christian families 
under attack in eastern Pakistan. 

The appeal, purportedly spurred by live 
coverage of the burning of Christian ho- 
mes, called on fellow Christians to “prepare 
immediate help for the afflicted” by praying 
for the victims and providing necessities 
such as food and clothing. 

The letter was released by the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, but the 
author's name was withheld for security 
reasons. 


Ecumenical Tithing 


WARC—The Moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church of Korea has told members of the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches that 
churches should be motivated to engage in 
a movement for “ecumenical tithing’ 

Referring to the Christian tradition of 
church members giving 10 percent of their 
earnings to the church, Sam Hwan Kim says, 
“It’s a matter of putting one’s money where 
one’s faith is.” 

Kim was speaking at a WARC-sponsored 
seminar on the impact today of the early 
Reformation leader, John Calvin. He believes 


his church is financially strong because of 
its practice of tithing.“Churches should be 
encouraged not to merely give what is left 
over after having cared for their own prio- 
rity first, but to respect the significance and 
meaning of ecumenism and first commit 
their resources to the ecumenical move- 
ment,” Kim says. 

Twenty-five percent of Koreans are Chri- 
stian. Of these, 60 per cent belong to Presb- 
yterian churches.WARC represents 75 million 
Christians through its 213 member churches, 
including the PCC. 


Shared Security 


A statement challenging the G8 to live 
up to its Millennium Development Goals 
through the creation of “shared security” 
was created at the 2009 Interfaith Religious 
Leaders Summit in Italy in June. 

“We add the word ‘shared’ to draw at- 
tention to a fundamental moral conviction: 
the wellbeing of each is related to the 
wellbeing of others and to our environ- 
ment,” state the leaders. “It includes a 
comprehensive respect for the intercon- 
nectedness and dignity of all life and 
acknowledges the fundamental fact that 
we all live in one world.” 

In light of this shared security, the sta- 
tement addresses the need for a “new 
financial pact” and reform of the global 
finance system, and calls religions to “ 
steer an ethical path to justice and human 
flourishing.” 

The leaders stress the urgent need for 
nations to commit to combat poverty in 
Africa, to create a just peace for all that 
includes both nuclear and conventional 
disarmament, and protection for “illegal” 
immigrants. 

To accomplish these goals, the leaders 
call for dialogue between religious com- 
munities, political leaders, international 
organizations and civil society structures. 

“Dialogue is an art that everyone must 
practice and cultivate. ..[it] requires coura- 
ge and enables people to see each other 
more clearly, enabling us to offer life and 
hope to new generations” 

The religious leaders summit meets in 
Canada in 2010. @ 
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POP 
CHRISTIANITY 


Welcoming 
Awareness 


Life lessons learned at Canada Youth 2009. BY ALEX LUYCKX 


ver the past several months my Bible study group 
() I have been learning and exploring prayer. It 

started after one of the members returned from 
the National House of Prayer, located in Ottawa. She was 
filled with passion for prayer and as a result our group 
began prayer-walking around our hometown of Milton. 
We prayed into bullying and drug use at school, violence at 
parks, and the youth drop-in center in the downtown core. 
And although we did pray for ourselves, with the usual 
requests for protection as we walked and for needs in our 
daily lives, we never really prayed into ourselves. 

Learning how to pray into 
myself is one of two very 
important things I learned at 
Canada Youth 2009 in July. 

It sounds weird, and the 
experience itself is weird, 
at least it was for me, but it 
intrigued me; a sort of spiri- 
tual meditation guided by 
the Holy Spirit. Mark Yaconelli, one of the guest speakers 
at CY, introduced us to two different forms of this prayer. 
The first, and in my mind most important, was the aware- 
ness examen, designed to discover God’s presence in your 
daily life. The prayer is based on the teachings of Ignatius 
of Loyola. The idea of the prayer is to go back over your 
day, travelling back, allowing the Holy Spirit to draw out 
a single moment where you felt God strongly, and to 
remember the details of the moment. It’s harder than it 
seems: the first time Mark guided us through this prayer, 
I got nothing back; no one moment really stood out. 
But the second time, the moment came to me, and the 
prayer was complete. I allowed the grace of the moment 
to become a prayer of praise for God’s presence in that 
one moment. 

The second prayer is much more personal in nature. 
A prayer of welcoming awareness allowed me to bring 
forward and personify a part of my personality, some- 
thing that isn’t right with me, and accept it as a part of 
me. Again I know it sounds weird. It introduces you to a 
part of you that you could be ashamed of, and gives that 


I know it sounds weird. It introduces 
you to a part of you that you could be 
ashamed of, and brings healing and 
acceptance. Weird I know, but maybe 
too often we ignore our deep needs 


element a face. The Holy Spirit enters into the mix, and 
brings healing and acceptance. Weird I know, but maybe 
too often we ignore our own deep needs, the ones we 
aren’t willing to share with others. Maybe we need to have 
some selfish prayer time when we're alone, taking time to 
recharge, such as taking Sabbath. 

Andrew Root (who was presented in the June issue) was 
the other speaker at Canada Youth. He touched on the 
aspect of taking Sabbath and the connection of that to 
relational based youth ministry (or rather, ministering to 
youth). There needs to be some form of boundary between 
you and those you minister 
to. If there isn’t, it could only 
end up harming you and the 
youth with whom you have a 
relationship. 

Taking Sabbath isn’t just 
about going to church on 
Sunday morning, though that 
may be a part of your Sabbath 
routine. Remember, after creating the Earth God took an 
entire day to rest. And if God, the divine, took a day to 
rest, how much more would we need this! Sabbath is just 
that—taking a day to rest, relax, and pray, to recharge with 
God. It is time to spend away from life! And in today’s 
world it is more important than ever! I work in the infor- 
mation technology industry and I see it more and more: 
life is reaching breakneck speeds. With Blackberries and 
portable internet sticks that work around the globe, to 
software that allows employees to connect to company 
networks from any internet connection, it may actually 
take more effort to disconnect from the world than it does 
to connect to it! 

So what did I learn? Take time to relax from life, read a 
book, and of course pray about yourself and see where God 
leads you. @ 


Alex Luyckx is a member of Knox in Milton, Ont. He works in 
a college IT department and is a freelance photographer. Some 
of his magnificent CYO9 photos can be found on the Record’s 
website. Andrew Faiz returns next month. 
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PHOTOS BY CONNIE PURVIS, ALEX LUYCKX AND JAMES MCFARLANE 


TAREE YEARS 
OF WONDER 


REFLECTIONS ON CANADA YOUTH, PAST AND PRESENT. 


BY TAJALI HALL 


A: walked in to worship three years 
go, all I could feel was excitement 
and anticipation for what was to come 
over the next five days. Then more than 
500 youth started to sing, the cross at 
centre stage was illuminated, and my 
emotions changed instantly. I have had 
some wonderful spiritual experiences at 
Christian youth and leadership confer- 
ences throughout my life, but I can 
honestly say that I had never had the 
blessing of a single moment—of faith, of 
humility, of peace—like I experienced at 
worship that night. It was the spiritual 
encounter that would set the tone for 
the rest of my CY06 experi- 
ence—and for the next 
several years of my life. 
Canada Youth is unique 
in that it transforms a univer- 
sity campus into one big 
church. Because the conference 
track participants are required 
to stay on campus at all times 
during the event, CY becomes 
very much like its own society, 
with no influence from the 
outside world. It is very easy 
to feel a sense of fellowship— 
to forge and maintain deeply 
personal relationships with 
other youth there. It has been 
three years since I last attended 
CY, but I still talk to several of 
the people from my small group at 
CY06, and it was with great excite- 
ment that we even planned a mini- 
reunion of our 2006 group to occur this 
year at CYO9. Even more important 
than the relationships built with 
people, however, was my rela- 
tionship with God, which was 


strengthened greatly through CY. I came 
home with renewed faith and a heart 
full of love for my Lord and Saviour like 
I had never experienced before. 

The effects of Canada Youth did 
not end for me when I returned home. 
A group of eight of us from various 
congregations throughout Calgary 
decided we wanted to take what we’d 
learned at CY and serve others in some 
form of ministry. With that goal in 


| came home with renewed faith 
and a heart full of love for my 
Lord and Saviour like | had 
never experienced before 


mind, we formed the youth worship 
band Blind Vision. For the next two 
years we played at churches and special 
events throughout Calgary and the 
surrounding area, including the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity, and our 
presbytery’s annual fall youth retreat. 

Many people have heard that Canada 
Youth is a time of fun, laughter and 
friendship for young people from Presby- 
terian churches across the country. What 
they may not realize, however, is that it 
can also be one of the most powerful 
spiritual experiences of a youth’s life. 

To the youth and young adults who 
have come home fresh from a “moun- 
taintop” experience at CY09: don’t let 
that energy for God fade just because 
the event is over. Share that passion 
with your congregations, whether it is 
through a photo slideshow, a worship 
band, a youth service, or any other 
creative outlet that comes to mind. @ 


Tajali Hall, 18, goes to St. Andrew’s, Calgary 
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; Y ours people are searching for identity, belonging and 
; relationships; however, for the most part, they seem 
not to be doing this searching in the context of community 
that we commonly call “church.” Or at least not “church” 
as we know it. Therefore, in response to this challenge, the 
Canada Youth 2009 theme of Rooted emerged, both as a 
concept that could help us claim our faith in God, exploring 
the roots of who we are, and as a concept that could move 
_ our faith and the church forward. A young person’s ability 
to seek understanding about life in Christ and their journey 
with God was a fundamental principle throughout the 
week. The sense that God had laid a claim upon our lives: 
our living, our moving, our being and even our dying, was a 
drastically important reality for the participants who func- 
tion in a strange world that is ever-morphing and changing, 

hour to hour, minute to minute and second to second. 
The theme Rooted allowed us to think about faith in 
_ this current context, and what the future of faith might 
look like, strengthened by our understanding of the ways in 
which we have been rooted and grounded in love. The daily 
themes that we journeyed through during our time together 

in community were as follows: 

We began with God who created the world and humanity 
in love and called them “good.” Believing that we are rooted 
_ in the Creator, we explored the initiative that God takes to 
: be with us and for us from the beginning. Unpacking the 
stories of the creation 
of the world and 
humanity, we wres- 
tled to understand 
What it means to 
be formed from 
these dust, | of 
the earth in 
a garden and 
named chil- 
dren of God. 
We were chal- 
lenged to under- 
stand both who 
and whose we are. 
Life is a journey 
with many 
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CANADA YOUTH 
2009 


A THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE. BY JEFFREY R. CRAWFORD 


twists and turns, some that shock and confuse us. Despite 
our best efforts to live up to the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus, we often fall short and feel distant from God. 
At times we find ourselves and our communities Up-Rooted 
and we are left feeling separated from each other and from 
God. We sought to confront the realities of the world in 
which we live, a world that groans and yearns ever more 
frequently and loudly for re-creation. 

Despite our moments of feeling out of place and sepa- 
rated from the Creator, God is at work. We explored the 
story of Mary, who finds herself weeping many tears and 
speaking with a gardener, who is God. We celebrated God’s 
work of love through Christ, who breaks into human history 


We were challenged to understand both 
who and whose we are 


and transforms a tree of death into a Tree of Life. We cele- 
brated the power that God, as Redeemer, has to transform, 
not only humanity, but also the whole created order. 

Claiming the life and hope that we find in the resurrec- 
tion, we are Re-Rooted. We shared in the reality that we are 
called and gifted to be the faithful community of believers. 
We explored what it means to be the church and how this 
affects and shapes our daily life and faith. What does it 
mean to be the family of God in our current world? How do 
we live a life of authentic faith amidst deep questions and 
doubts? Who are we called to be as the church? 

In order to celebrate our calling to act as the church in 
the world, we are charged to Branch Out. We attempted to 
explore the realities of a God who creates a new heaven and 
a new earth; making all things new. Indeed the end is only 
the beginning of God’s work, so we are called to go forth out 
into the world to share that good news! 

What an exciting journey we embarked upon as the 
people of God! As we celebrated the roots of our history, 
tended to the garden in the present and planted the seeds 
of hope for the future, we are thankful that we have a God 
who journeys with us. We are confident that God is still 
walking in the gardens of life and know that God “is able 
to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or 
imagine.” Thanks be to God! m 


Jeffrey Crawford, left, is the youth ministry consultant for the Synod of 
Central, Northeastern Ontario and Bermuda. 
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ALLUSIONS, CODES, SECRETS 


In the beginning, we travelled by bus for three hours singing 
the same five praise songs over and over again the entire ride. 
By the end of a road trip like that, you’re singing Days Of Elijah 
in your sleep ... and tapping your feet ... and the bruises from 
clapping your hands so long are still throbbing to the beat. 

In the beginning the Lord said, “Let there be light.” But 
when I got to Brock University and approached the room I 
had been told was the place to worship, I was positive I was 
in the wrong place. Purple and blue light was streaming into 
the hall. | could hear music and noise.—Christina Gillard 


Just as the doors to worship were supposed to open, one of the 
leaders popped his head out into the crowd that had gathered. 
And he said it would be another 15 minutes, disappointing 
the crowd. It was getting really hot in that area by this point. 
But then, through the dull roar of various conversations came 
the sounds of a familiar song. Someone had started singing 
a praise song. Soon other voices started joining in, and then 
almost everyone close to the doors was singing. Impromptu 

worship is often the best kind: unplanned, Spirit-led, 
good.—Alex Luyckx 


“When you look up at the sky tonight 
and see a star explode, remember 
that all that matter doesn’t 
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just cease to exist,” said Rev. Derek Macleod. “All the blood 
and matter that makes you up used to be a star. Did you 
know that? Maybe that’s why our hearts bound when we 
look up at the sky. 

“So CYO9, tonight look up at the stars. Look in the 
mirror. Look at someone new. And not this week, but in the 
weeks to come, look at someone you hate. And make a bold 
statement of faith: ‘It is good.’”—Connie Purvis 


Tuesday we found our small groups, and asked each other 
questions, played name games, and discussed how we felt 
about last night’s service. We also discussed the aspect of 
“the Beginning” but sadly many of the questions were 
answered with silence. A few others and I tried to get some 
conversation going, and failed, and quickly gave up. (No 
one wants to seem like the over eager go-getter.)—Christina 


Jess Powers, in her drama last night asked us, do you know 
where you came from? Do you know where you are going? 
There is no map of life for us to follow, we blindly look toward 
the future, praying, hoping and trying 
for good things. Do we ever 
really know what path 
of life we will 
walk down? 


Will it be a leisurely stroll, or a quick 
paced race? Only time will tell, and our 
faith will guide us.—Leila Paugh 


Everywhere there is an allusion, a code, 
a secret to be found. Songs about heart- 
break aren’t just songs, they are the pain. 
A song about secrets isn’t just a song, it’s 
a secret unto itself. It showed that many 
of the things we fear are the same as 
those of the person sitting next to us. We 
all fear failure because it is inevitable. We 
fear disappointing our parents because 
we all have a deep desire to make them 
proud. The biggest secret of all is that 
none of us are alone.—Christina 


“I have seen the risen Lord.” A powerful 
statement from Sarah Travis as she boldly 
stood at the front of worship and told 
us her heartbreaking story. Her son Sam 
died on his third birthday after three liver 
transplants. And when she questioned 
God heading home after Sam’s death, 
God told her, “I too have lost a son.” Her 


Sarah Travis, far left, Dustyn 
Frankcom, Brenden Sheratt 


story then turned empowering. 

Sarah focused on what to do next. 
The family decided to donate to a 
hospital in Jobat, India, where the 
need is great. She turned tragedy into 
beauty. I have seen the risen Lord. I see 
his work through Sarah.—Leila 


THE BIGGEST SECRET OF ALL IS 
THAT NONE OF US ARE ALONE 
—CHRISTINA 


Sarah Travis came up to me at lunch 
today and asked me, with a joking smile 
on her face, what’s the deal with me 
Twittering during her sermon? I told 
her I thought it brought people from 
around the world into her sermon. 
She smiled and said to keep doing it — 
Brenden Sheratt 


Today was a sad day, but also a happy day. 
Sad, because everyone had to leave their 
newly-found friends. Happy because 
they have the chance to keep in touch 
with them via e-mail and/or phone and/ 
or Facebook.—Dustyn Frankcom 


CY had its ups, its downs, its turn- 
arounds, but I will not forget the 
lessons it has taught me. To love. And to 
inspire, and to grow through the roots 
in my Lord and my Saviour. Praise my 
God because I know now that through 
Him I can be the change I wish to see 
in the world. And through His love, we 
are all able. So I say farewell to CY. In 
hopes that I can reach the next rung, 
and grow a new branch. At CY12.— 
Christina @ 


All of these blogs can be found 
at presbyterianrecord.ca. 


CALL FOR ENTRIES 


2009 
Christmas 
Cover Art 
Contest 


Send your Christmas- 
themed art on an 
8%” x 11” sheet to: 
Presbyterian Record 


50 Wynford Drive 
Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 


Deadline: 
October 15th, 2009 


Christmas : 
the y LO und | 
World | 


Re ELEN i UHR: 
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CANADA YOUTH 


2009 


Jw 


TAKING A GAMBLE 


AND KEEPING OUR PROMISES. 5Y D>! 


& fe W: are fools for Christ,” Paul writes to the commu- 


nity in Corinth, which I understand as a refer- 
ence to the leaps of faith we are called to take and the risks 
we are asked to make when following Christ and loving 
others in His name. This great gamble is especially evident 
in Our ministry with youth. 

It starts at the font (as all things do in this Christian life 
of ours) when the child is brought to the family tub to be 
washed and welcomed. Every baptismal liturgy contains 
what is referred to us as the Declaration and Welcome 
which will either be a passage from scripture: “See what 
love God has given us that we should be called children 
of God; and that is what we are,” (1 John 3:1); or words 
inspired by scripture: “According to Christ’s appointment 
this child is now called to confess the faith of Christ cruci- 
fied and risen and to remain his faithful servant all the 
days of their life.” 

Those are quite the expectations to have for someone 
usually still in diapers. Doesn’t it strike you as a rather 
audacious act for us, frail flesh that we all are, to say to a 
young brother or sister in Christ: God loves you and child, 
you belong to God through Christ and are a member of 
Christ’s church and from this day forward there will always 
be a place for you in this family, regardless of your state or 
condition? What standards! I guess God will let just about 
anybody in. 

And have you ever heard anyone say no, when the 
minister asks the congregat’on, “As members of the church 
of Jesus Christ do you promise to guide and nurture this 
child by word and deed, with love and in prayer, encour- 
aging her to follow the way of Christ?” Has anyone ever 
interrupted the proceedings to have their dissent recorded? 
(This is a rhetorical question, by the way, as I don’t want 
anyone to write in to say they have heard of this because 
that would be utterly depressing and worthy of rebuke.) I 
have never heard it happen. 

Yet, this fall, someone is going to stand in front of your 
congregation and say, “Well everybody, we are still short of 
church school teachers and our youth group is fundraising 
again so they can go to P.Y.P.S. and please note that all 
future youth group events will be held in the basement so 
they don’t again spill chips on the fellowship hall carpet.” 

But didn’t we make promises? Didn’t we all promise to 
love and encourage one another? Didn’t we promise to rip 
up the flowerbed and build a basketball court if that meant 
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AEK Mi ACLE 


young people might hang around a little more and feel 
that they had a place at church? Didn’t we promise to at 
least get to know their names? Didn’t we promise to look 
out for them and provide the best possible home for them 
so that they might grow in faith, hope and love? Didn’t 
we promise to try and do our best for them? Think of how 
important this is. Where else will our youth learn to sing? 
Serve? Listen? Share? Forgive? Where else will they learn 


Didn't we all promise to love and encourage one 
another? Didn’t we promise to rip up the flowerbed 
and build a basketball court if that meant young 
people might hang around a little more and feel 
that they had a place at church? 


how to pray? Where else will they hear our sacred story? 
The church community is one of those rare places in society 
now where they are not asked to be consumers. (“Burning 
but not consumed” would be a bad pun but a good theo- 
logical point here.) 

What a special place the church can be for youth. Yes, it 
is a gamble as we don’t know what will happen, or if it will 
matter to them or anyone that we take our responsibilities 
seriously and joyously, but it is a bet we ought to be willing 
to make. 

Imagine the possibilities! Every child of God is priceless. 
Do the spiritual math: if your church school has 20 youth, 


10 youth, one youth—you have an abundance of stories, © 


ideas, dreams, faith, questions and talent. You also have 
countless opportunities to nurture and challenge them, 
learn and grow with them, guide and encourage them by 
what you do and by who you are. You can bless the youth 
in your life and make a difference to them. Just ask Russell, 
Jim, Birch, Graham, Harold and Pat, elders and teachers in 
my home church who were more than patient and faithful 
with at least one of their charges. 

This summer the Canada Youth event was a great way for 
our church to make good on its baptismal promises. Now we 
as congregations and families pick up that burden again and 


delight to raise our youth in the knowledge that God’s world — 


is still good and that they are valued members of it, m 


Rev, Derek Macleod ministers at Glenview, Toronto, and was a guest | 
speaker at Canada Youth 2009. 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


SHOWING VALUE 


IT’S NOT ABOUT SHOWING OFF. | THER PATON 


s culture at large shifts away 
from Christendom, an event 
like Canada Youth is energizing and 
inspiring for all who are a part of it. 
It emanates the light of the present 
through compelling worship and fun 
activities. It establishes hope for the 
future through community outreach 
and connections with passionate 
people of faith. And its biblical and 
theological roots keep us connected 
to our Presbyterian heritage. 

What a wonderful opportunity 
for international visitors to experi- 
ence one of the biggest parties in our 
church! Hosting international guests 
isn’t just a way to show off how much 
fun we can have together or how lively 
our youth are. It’s an important state- 
ment about our values. By hosting 
global guests, we show that we’re not 
only dedicated to sending people to 
help in our partner countries, but to 
bringing people to help us as well. 


We show that we value _ intercul- 
tural dialogue. We also demonstrate 
our belief in ecumenism and mutu- 
ality. New things will be offered and 
learned from both our international 
and Canadian participants. 


We show that we value intercultural 
dialogue. We also demonstrate our 
belief in ecumenism and mutuality 


Though we cannot guarantee 
what our guests from Taiwan, India, 
and Hungary took away from the 
conference, we can hope that they 
experienced hospitality, Presbyterian 
passion for community and Canadian 
kindness. We can continue to do our 
best to be open to their insights and 
value their presence so we can all feel 
included in the body of Christ. = 


Heather Paton studies at Knox College, 


Toronto. 


CONTINUING EDUCATION 


at 


KNOX COLLEGE 
Fall 2009 


The Charles H. 
MacDonald Memorial 
Lectureship 


Healing and Reconciliation 
with Aboriginal Peoples 


Guest Lecturer: Lori Ransom 


Date: Wed. Oct. 14" 2009 


Time: 1:30-4:30 p.m. 


Cost: FRE 


E, please RSVP 


The Chris Vais 
Memorial Lectureship 


The Resurrection of the 
Dead 


Guest Lecturer: Stanley Walters 


Date: Sat. Oct. 17", 2009 


Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 


Cost: FREE, please RSVP 


CBWESS 


For more information: 


web: www.utoronto.ca/knox 
ohone: 416.978.0139 


RMR AA 
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CANADA YOUTH 
2009 


NOW WHAT’? 


YOU'RE BACK; YOU’RE PUMPED; NOW WHAT SHOULD YOU DO? BY @USE\ Ss) LOU 


: here was amazing energy, lively 
music and enthusiasm about 


life, church and God at Canada Youth 
2009. It was a proverbial mountain top 
experience. But, eventually, you have 
to go home. 

So ... how do you take that expe- 
rience back with you? How do you 
spread its message? 


SHARE THE STORY 

There are literally hundreds of funny 
anecdotes, spiritual moments and 
heart-changing stories that youth 
experience at CY. And Sunday morning 


WHAT ARE YOU 


WATTING FOR? 


Consider a 
Doctor of Ministry 
by Distance Education 
from Canada’s Largest 
Theological Consortium 


Academic Excellence 
Learn with Colleagues from 
around the World 
Ecumenical Environment 
Rooted in Ministry 
Online Collaborative Learning 
On-Campus Summer 
Intensives 


Application Deadline: 
November 15, 2009 
Toronto School of Theology 
416.978.4050 
dmin.office@utoronto.ca 


www.tst.edu 
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is a great time to hear them. Why not 
share a story each week for a month? 
Better yet, invite a few folks from your 
church to a local coffee shop and let 
them listen for how God weaved 
through a week at CY and continues to 
be present in your lives. Jesus loved to 
share truth through stories. | wonder 
what truth you have to share? 


STAY CONNECTED 
You know all those friends you met 
at CY? When was the last time you 
talked to them? They are as close as 
a click on your Facebook page. Why 
not tell them that you’re thinking of 
them and you haven’t forgotten to 
pray for the craziness in their life? It’s 
those connections that will sustain 
you through the desert times in your 
faith journey. And don’t forget about 
all those people you met from your 
local area. Wouldn’t it be great to get 
a few youth groups together and remi- 
nisce? You could sing a few choruses of 
those songs you’ve had stuck in your 
head all summer and talk 
about doing a mission 
trip together in 2010. 
Don’t let the community 
that formed at CY fade 
into nothing. 


START SOMETHING NEW 
Maybe you’re hyped to 
try out some of the drama 
and music you saw in 
worship. Or maybe you 
picked up a book in the 
Book Room that you want 
everyone in your church 
to read. Or maybe one of 
the speakers inspired you 
to change the direction 
of your youth ministry. 


& 


What are you waiting for? Talk to your 
minister, Christian education director 
or youth leader and get started! CY is 
meant to inspire action when you get 
home. Don’t think you are doomed to 
the same-old-same-old. 


SUPPORT THE YOUTH 
Congregations who sent participants, 
I hope you have been able to give your 
folks a warm welcome home. You can 
help enable your youth so that this 
experience isn’t just for them, but 
becomes part of the congregation as 
a whole. We truly recognize that CY 
is only a week; real spiritual growth 
happens in a congregation that loves 
their youth and leaders, listens to 
them and supports them. 

God bless as you strive to keep 
the CY energy alive in your home 
churches! @ 


Reuben St. Louis is coordinator of Youth in 
(Mission and Canada Youth 2008. He can be 


reached at rstlouis@presbyterian.ca. 
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FOR MORE 


ON OUR WEBSITE— 
PRESBYTERIANRECORD.CA 


CANADIAN SOCIETY 
OF PRESBYTERIAN 
HISTORY 


KNOX COLLEGE, 
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2 Thinking about Ministry 
“and Leadership? 
If you are thinking about ministry and leadership as a 


possibility for your life and wondering about where to 
study, we invite you to... 


Think: Montreal - one of canada’s most vibrant cities - 
an urban postmodern setting with a rich blend of languages, cultures, 
creeds, and aspirations. 


Think: Integrated Program = rigorous academic 
theology combined with deep spiritual formation, relevant practical 
training, and exposure to the global church. 


Think: Top-Notch Faculty = combining the resources 
of the McGill Faculty of Religious Studies, The Montreal School of Theology, 
and the Presbyterian College Faculty under the leadership of the Rev. 

Dr. John Vissers. 


Think: In Ministry Year = an in-depth intensive 
integrated field education experience to learn the reality of ministry. 


Think: Mission =a college committed to“Shaping 
Transformational Church Leaders” in the Reformed tradition. 


Think: Christian Community = offering small classes, 
intimate and friendly surroundings and support systems that include 
affordable fees and generous bursary assistance. 


Think: 
The Presbyterian College, Montreal 


then contact us: 
The Presbyterian College 
3495 University St., Montreal, 
QC H3A 2A8 ~~ 
tel: 514-288-5256 
info@presbyteriancollege.ca 
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The 
Rayner 
Prize, 2009 


GLOBE AND MAIL columnist Jeffrey 
Simpson famously—at least in our 
circle—described Stéphane Dion as 
a Presbyterian in December 2006, when 
Dion won the top job for the Liberals. 
For those who do not have this as a 
framed poster in their living rooms 
here’s the quotation: “He’s Presbyte- 
rian, politically speaking—unadorned, 
slightly severe, utterly determined, 
without pretence, searching for self- 
improvement, anchored in his convic- 
tions.” 

The Rayner Prize challenge this 
year was to think about Simpson’s 
dour and dogged cliché and update it 
with a fuller and rounder definition 
of what it means to be Presbyterian. 

The prize is housed at Armour 
Heights, Toronto, and is named after 
Rev. Dr. DeCourcey Rayner, the iconic 
editor of the Presbyterian Record from 
1958-1977. Invitations to participate 
were sent to all students at the church’s 
three theological colleges. The 
purpose of the prize is to encourage 
theological students to write in a 
more accessible style for a general 
interest audience. Record staff judge 
the entrants; and Armour Heights 
pays out a kind gift in Rayner’s name 
to the winner(s). Since there were 
only two entrants this year, and both 
more than worthy, Armour Heights is 
generously doubling its usual contri- 
bution, with a prize to each. 

It was an honour for me to partic- 
ipate—thank you Armour Heights. 
And to the two participants: you 
made me smile. 


Andrew Faiz 


Managing Editor 
Presbyterian Record 


28 Presbyterian Record 


Take It To 
The Heart 


Embrace the clichés, for they are true. 
BY KATHERINE BURGESS 


lichés become clichés for 
a reason. The expression 
is overused to the point of 


becoming a caricature, but that does 
not mean there is no truth in it. And, 
if there is truth in it, there may be no 
need to update it. 

Unadorned. In this age of plastic 
surgery, liposuction, and all kinds 
of artificial enhancements, what is 
wrong with being unadorned? If one 


Presbyterians want to change? It was 
determination which led to the Pres- 
byterian Church coming about in the 
first place, and it was determination 
which kept one third of all Canadian 
Presbyterians out of union in 1925. 
It will be determination which will 
bring the PCC well into the 21s 
century. ; 
Without pretence. If Presbyte- 
rians are unadorned, then it follows 


COSSSSOSESSSHOHHHTHSHHSHHSHHOSSSHEHHHHHHOHTHTHESHSH HOSTESS SHSHESHOSSHEHHHHSESETESESES 


If anything, the Presbyterian in the pew—or, 
more often these days, not in the pew—should take 
Simpson’s definition of a Presbyterian to heart, 
and use this to re-build the church 
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is unadorned, it may be assumed that 
one is not hiding anything, that—to 
use another cliche—what you see is 
what you get. In this case, it is more 
than acceptable to judge a book by its 
cover, because there are no surprises 
contained within. 

Slightly severe. Well, this one 
could probably use a little revision. 
Presbyterians | know aren’t severe. 
In fact, most of them know how 
to party with the best. But we also 
know when not to party, when to get 
down to work. We know, with Eccle- 
siastes, that to everything there is a 
season. For us, there is a time to be 
severe and a time not to be severe. 
Scrap the revision. Slightly severe is 
not a bad way to be described. 

Utterly determined. And this 
is supposed to be a bad thing? This 
is supposed to be an impression 


that they would be without pretence. 
Adornment hints at covering flaws, 
which is the same as presenting a 
facade to the world, of pretending 
to be something one is not. This is, 
then, another quality which does 
not require updating. 

Searching forself-improvement. 
The day anyone stops improving 
is usually the day that the person 
meets God face to face. So far, the 
cliché seems to be accurate. 

Anchored in his convictions. 
Anchoring is a fact of life for a 
committed Christian, which is what 
Presbyterians are supposed to be. 
In this post-post-modern, secular 
world, there is nothing bad about 
being anchored. 

All of the qualities mentioned 
in Jeffrey Simpson’s article are good 
qualities, ones which will serve 
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" cliche’ " 
an overly 


commonplace saying 


THE RAYNER 
PRIZE 2009 


the church well for the next 100 years. 

Maybe instead of revamping this description of a typical 
Presbyterian, we need to make sure that it does apply to the 
typical Presbyterian. Maybe it is time for us to stand up and 
be counted, as we were counted in 1925. It is our determina- 
tion which has brought us this far, and it is our determina- 
tion—along with our faith—which will continue to bring us 
further. John Calvin was anchored in his convictions, as was 
Martin Luther, as are the Presbyterian theologians of today. 

If anything, the Presbyterian in the pew—or, more often 
these days, not in the pew—should take Simpson’s definition 
of a Presbyterian to heart and use this to rebuild the church. 
Cliché? Maybe, to someone who is not a Presbyterian. To 
someone who is a Presbyterian, it is an accurate definition. 
Thank you, Jeffrey Simpson, for explaining who we are at the 
start of this new millennium. m 


Katherine Burgess is a student at Presbyterian College, Montreal. 


Truly Presbyterian 


Putting words in our mouths. BY HEATHER ANDERSON 


Ithough it doesn’t look like the portrait of a revolu- 
Aves the painting hanging in the student lounge 

of the Presbyterian College in Montreal is the subject 
of not infrequent commentary, mostly of the affectionately 
jocular kind. John Calvin, as he must have appeared within 
minutes of completing The Institutes, is bowed over and 
haggard, hound dog eyes starring languidly off into the 
shadows. From his bonnet to his beard, Calvin bears more 
resemblance to cracking concrete than to someone leading 
the clerical charge in a changing world. 

The same could be said for the picture of Stéphane 
Dion painted by the Quebec press during his campaign 
for Liberal Party leader and later, for prime minister. But 
Dion’s story, like Calvin’s, reveals a defiantly countercul- 
tural character. Globe and Mail columnist Jeffery Simpson 
noticed this and portrayed Dion as a Christ figure in 2006, 
going so far as to call him a political Presbyterian in his 
article. Should Presbyterians be proud of the reference or 
consider it a call to change? 


The answer may depend on your opinion of Dion. But 
the point is that the continued presence of the word Presby- 
terian in the Canadian vocabulary signifies an opportunity 
and a responsibility to remind ourselves and others of the 
pre-eminence of the Word in our common context. Pres- 
byterian and indeed Reformed reverence for the Reforma- 
tion may have made the historic happening into a petrified 
point of pride rather than a rite of passage for every genera- 
tion of Christ’s disciples. 

As part of the Reformed tradition, Presbyterians have 
inherited the Calvinist handle, for better or worse. Ministry 
opportunities in Quebec and France have shown me that 
within former Christendom, Calvinists are infamous for 
their apathy. If we are not saved by our works, then why 
bother doing anything good? On the other hand, Calvinism 
and the Protestant work ethic have been convicted, rightly or 
wrongly, of all the busybody crimes of capitalism, including 
environmental destruction and sweat shop injustice. A recent 
conversation with a Bulgarian university student in Paris » 
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THE RAYNER 
PRIZE 2009 


"Presbyterian” 


Traditionally 


Calvinist in doctrine 


showed me that Canada’s Presbyterian roots have made 
a lasting impression—she was convinced that in contrast 
to the glorification of suffering she finds in her Orthodox 
tradition, the Protestant work ethic was responsible for 
our (relatively) comfortable position during the current 
economic crisis. 

If the reverse of 
Simpson’s article is 
also true, then Pres- 
byterians in Canada 
are liberals, extending 
salvation to all creation 
and looking beyond 
personal morality to see freedom in Christ as inclusive of 
social justice. But what Simpson meant when he called 
Dion a Presbyterian was that he was “unadorned, slightly 
severe, utterly determined, without pretence, searching for 
self improvement” and “anchored in convictions”. In short, 
Dion is the political incarnation of the Protestant work ethic, 
period. The lack of humanity in the description is disturbing 
and corresponds to the press’ accusation that Dion does not 
communicate well. We are, after all, meant to incarnate Jesus, 
the Christ, not only as he was at his woodworking bench, 
but in his daily life and ministry with all kinds of people. 

Contrary to the spirit of the Reformation, Calvinists 
have been known to use the sovereignty of God as a justi- 
fication for indifference and inaction rather than as the 
impetus for obedience. Calvin was part of a movement to 
interpret and articulate the freedom of Christ for his gener- 
ation. Rather than endorse the silence often justified by his 
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Calvin was part of a movement to interpret 
and articulate the freedom of Christ for his generation. 
Rather than endorse the silence often justified by his name, 
Calvin would more likely encourage conversations 
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name, Calvin would more likely encourage conversations 
and even campaigns that would dare to propose repentance 
and faith in Christ’s incarnation, death and resurrection as 
core elements of the authentic humanity—reconciliation 
with God and others. If Presbyterians can learn to publi- 
cally communicate 
the source of their 
liberal ethics, they 
can also offer a vision 
for environmental 
and social reconcilia- 
tion in Canada. 

Perhaps _ Presby- 
terian pride at Simpson’s description of Dion should be 
checked by a small shudder, as Calvin would probably 
shudder to hear about his eponymous theology. If our 
denomination has come to be equated with a static char- 
acter, however admirable, then we fall short of representing 
Jesus’ dynamic and articulate ministry. For a sense of what 
is truly and particularly Presbyterian, one could consider 
the portrait of another John that hangs next to Calvin’s 
on the wall of PC, Montreal. It has been posited by author 
Arthur Herman that Knox’s reformation in Scotland put 
that country in a position to prosper and bless the entire 
world at the dawn of the modern era. John Knox was so 
certain that his words would have an impact that a guard 
with a drawn sword was stationed in front of his pulpit at 
St. Giles Cathedral every time he preached! m 


Heather Anderson is a student at PC, Montreal. 
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HE RICH DIVERSITY OF NEPAL IS APPARENT 

across the country. From the vast, soaring 

mountain ranges to lush, humid plains; from 
remote village communities in the north to bustling, 
urban cities in the south; to the richness of many cul- 
tures, religions and heritages all co-existing together, 
Nepal is a country that lives and breathes diversity. 

But the country’s cultural riches are contrasted 
with chronic poverty. For millions living in Nepal, dai- 
ly survival is a relentless struggle. It is here, in one of 
the poorest and most remote mountainous regions of 
the country, where Presbyterian World Service & De- 
velopment is working to replace malnutrition and dis- 
ease with hope, health and opportunity for the future. 

Through the dedicated staff at the Jumla Clinic, 
PWS&D is helping vulnerable people overcome ex- 
treme malnutrition, treat illnesses and get educated 
in prevention and basic healthcare. The clinic is also 
working to change misconceptions about how chil- 
dren become sick and to promote better hygienic 
practices. 

With basic health services unavailable to children 
and families in the region, clinic staff explain that 
“Many of the children are not merely malnourished 
but severely and critically ill.” 

PWS&D and the Jumla Clinic believe a new fu- 
ture is possible for people in the area, one with good 
health and brighter prospects. The Jumla Clinic 
treats patients for disease, malnourishment, skin 
disorders, ear problems, dental care and burns. Peo- 
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ple from remote villages in the area now have a place 
to go for attentive care, therapeutic feeding and 
medicine. They also receive health education they 
can incorporate into their homes. 


Focus on Nutrition 


¢ Vevere malnutrition is an acute problem in the 
% area, leading to high child mortality rates. For 

J the children that survive, their growth is often 
stunted, development impaired and cycles of poverty 
are reinforced for yet another generation. Clinic staff 
explain that the situation for childhood development 
in the region “indicates an emergency situation like in 
countries hit by famine.” 

With parents focusing on agricultural production 
on small plots of land, they are often unwilling or un- 
able to seek medical attention for themselves or their 
families. “Many of the admitted children come in a 
critically ill condition and are often close to death. 
They first require intensive care and treatment be- 
fore they can be rehabilitated.” 

Treatment to improve the health of these chil- 
dren involves sarbottam pitho, or “super flour.” 
The nutritional supplement is nutrient-dense and 
easily made from local grains such as soybeans, 
wheat and corn. Once it is mixed with milk and 
heated, it forms a porridge providing the desper- 
ately needed vitamins and minerals to help chil- 
dren gain weight and improve their health. Once 
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children are released from the clinic, follow-up visits to their 
homes ensure families are taking the necessary steps to en- 
sure children regain their strength and maintain their health. 

The Jumla Clinic’s work is having a big impact on the commu- 
nity. People now come seeking help based on referrals and they are 
learning how to prevent malnutrition before it begins. Nutrition 
awareness programs are teaching people about balanced diets, and 
demonstration plots provide a practical model of how to grow the 
foods they need. Much still needs to be done to improve food securi- 
ty in the region, but PWS&D and the Jumla Clinic continue to focus 
on nutrition and work to improve the health of families. 


Keeping Children Alive 


TAKKA’S STORY 

Takka was seven months old when her mother brought her to the 
Jumla Clinic. She weighed less than nine pounds and was severely 
malnourished. Her mother had already lost three children to mal- 
nutrition and she was desperate not to lose another. Clinic staff im- 
mediately started providing Takka with super flour while teaching 
her mother howto administer proper care. Takka’s health improved 
rapidly and she was released from the clinic. Home visits were very 
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encouraging for not only was 

Takka strong and healthy, but 

the family took the clinic’s ad- 

vice to heart. Takka’s father had 
taken on more responsibility in 
the fields, allowing his wife to 
spend more time caring for the 
children and preparing healthy, 
nutritious meals. The health 
of Takka’s two siblings has also 
dramatically improved and the 
whole family is benefitting from 
what they learned. 


JAHARI’S STORY 

Jahari was brought to the Jumla 
Clinic by his grandfather, shortly before his second birthday. Jaha- 
ri’s mother was very weak and unable to properly care for her many 
children. Jahari’s grandfather said all of Jahari’s brothers and sisters 
were malnourished and thought they were suffering from evil spirits. 

When he first arrived, Jahari weighed just over 10 pounds and 
could hardly sit up. For the first few days he was unresponsive to 
the physical and mental stimulation of the Jumla Clinic staff. But 
after five days, he slowly started to gain weight. Within three weeks, 
Jahari weighed over 12 pounds and “was eating like a horse!” 

As he watched his grandson’s health dramatically improve, 
Jahari’s grandfather became very happy and acknowledged that 
proper food and care was crucial to good health. He left the clinic 
determined to continue applying what he had learned to help his 
other grandchildren at home. 


Please help us face the 
challenges faced by impoverished communities in Nepal and 
support the life-changing work of the Jumla Clinic through 


your support of PWS&D. To make a donation, please use 
the clip-away on this newsletter, call 1-800-619-7301 ext. 291 
or visit www.presbyterian.ca/donate/pwsd. 


To receive a copy of the full edition of PWSDevelopments, visit www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd/resources or call 1-800-619-7301 ext. 293 


EMAIL: 


@ | would like to receive PWSDevelopments regularly (free) 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D or make an online donation at 
www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd 


PWS&D gratefully acknowledges all individuals and congregations who support 
the development and relief work of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 


THEOLOGY 101 


How Does Jesus Save? 


Four theories of the atonement. BY JOHN VISSERS 


he Christian faith teaches that 
Jesus saves. The question is, 
“How?” 

The part of Christian theology that 
deals with this question is soteriology— 
the doctrine of salvation. The focus is 
on the work of Christ as Saviour (soter 
in Greek) and it usually centres on the 
cross as the means of atonement. To 
atone is to repair a wrong. It is inter- 
esting to note that despite the fact 
that the atonement lies at the heart 
of Christianity, the church has never 
adopted one official position on just 
how that atonement is accomplished. 

The reason for this is simple. 
The Bible uses different metaphors 
to describe God’s saving act in Jesus 
Christ. For example: the sacrifice of a 
lamb, a shepherd’s life given for the 
sheep, the innocent dying for the 
guilty, the ransom of a slave, payment 
of a debt, and victory over the powers 
of evil (Living Faith 3.4.3). 

In the history of the church, these 


various metaphors have spawned a 
number of theories about how Jesus 
saves. I will briefly identify four. 


Theory 1: 

Jesus died in our place. 

The Substitutionary theory is the most 

familiar to Presbyterians and runs as 

follows: 

¢ Christ died for our sins. 

¢ The innocent one bore our 
condemnation on the cross. 

¢ He suffered and was put to death 
for the sin of the world. (Living Faith 
3.4.2) 

Notice that this theory embraces a 

range of images: 

¢ We are indebted to God, and Jesus 
pays the price (financial). 

¢ We are guilty of a crime, and Jesus 
bears the punishment (legal). 

¢ God is angry with us, and Jesus 
appeases divine wrath (ritual). 

The basic idea seems straightfor- 
ward. What does Jesus save us from? 


God’s punishment for sin, i.e. death. 
How does he do it? By dying in our 
place, on our behalf. For support, its 
proponents point to Bible passages such 
as 2 Corinthians 5:21 (Jesus became sin 
for us) and John 1:29 (Jesus is the lamb 
of God). 

There are, of course, questions. 
What kind of God demands the sacri- 
fice of His son? Is this, as some have 
suggested, a case of “divine child 
abuse?” And what about the use of 
violence and suffering to achieve salva- 
tion? Doesn’t it justify the suffering 
of all victims? In short, the substitu- 
tionary theory has led some to say: 
“T love Jesus. But I hate God.” > 


online extra 


THEOLOGY GOT YOU THINKING? 

BRING OUR ONLINE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
TO YOUR NEXT STUDY GROUP AND FIND 
OUT WHAT OTHERS THINK ABOUT SOME 
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The Reunion 


Did. you sing tn the Choir? 
T our the country with Professor 
Jolu Derksen? 
Wish you could do it just one 


more time? 
ff you. sang in the Cher 
between |F16-LO05, join us for a 


one-vight-only tour back through 
time and. help us celebrate Professor 
Jobn Derksens retirement! 


Rebeorsal T ues. Dec. Lpm 
Reception Juste aS pm 


Performance 
Wednesday, December Za 730pm 


Please RSVP to Professor Derksen by 
October |5 at knox.college@utoronto ca 


For more information, please call 
Y6.978. 6228 
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Theory 2: 

Jesus defeated the Evil One. 

The Christ is Victor theory domi- 
nated the church for the first 1,000 
years. It depicts Jesus as the winner 
in a great cosmic battle between the 
reign of God and the reign of Satan. By 
sinning, human beings fell under the 
control of the devil. But Christ frees us 
by defeating Satan. 

Again, there is strong biblical 
support for this theory. On the cross, 
God in Christ “disarmed the rulers and 
authorities and made a public example 
of them, triumphing over them in it” 
(Colossians 2:15). The Book of Revela- 
tion tells this story graphically. 

But again, there are problems. For 
one thing, the military imagery puts 
some people off. Furthermore, this 
theory assumes a kind of dualism in 
which the world is divided between 
a good god and a bad god. In some 
versions, Christ wins by tricking Satan, 
which raises ethical questions. Even 
its defenders worry that this theory 
seems naive, simplistic, and morally 
questionable. 


Theory 3: 

Jesus set an example to follow. 

The Moral Influence theory proposes 
that Jesus lived a good life and died 
a good death. His example should 
inspire us to do the same—to love 
God and others. The faith and obedi- 
ence of Jesus should influence us to 
confess our sins and commit ourselves 
to moral living. 

This is the WWJD (What Would 
Jesus Do?) theory of the atonement. 
1 Peter 2:21 seems to support it: “For 
to this you have been called, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, so that you should 
follow in his steps.” 

Among the problems here, the most 
pressing is that we are thrown back on 
ourselves. Think what you like about 
the first two theories, but they offer 
explanations of salvation in which 
Christ does for us what we cannot do 
for ourselves. Not so here—it’s really 
up to us to save ourselves, with a little 
help from Jesus’ example. 


Theory 4: 

Jesus lived the life we were originally 
intended to live. 

The Recapitulation theory emphasizes 
salvation as the restoration of human 
existence to its original condition. 

Jesus re-lives life for us, in full 
obedience, undoing our failure and 
re-connecting us to God. Christ 
becomes what we are so that we might 
become what he is. It’s not just about 
the cross, but about the whole course 
of Jesus’ life—the incarnation. 

Jesus is the image of God who sums 
up human life in order to restore the 
image of God in us. Its advocates pick 
up Paul’s theme of Christ as “last” or 
“second” Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45) 
and Peter’s idea of participating in the 
divine nature (2 Peter 1:4). Its critics 
point out that it ignores a good deal of 
what the Bible says about the signifi- 
cance of the cross. 

What should we make of these 
four theories? Do they, separately or 
together, answer the question, “How 
does Jesus save?” 

Well, maybe. But they don’t begin 
to exhaust the richness of the biblical 
teaching on salvation. We should 
remember that the purpose of doctrine 
is to illumine and clarify the Chris- 
tian stery. Doctrines are not ends in 
themselves. They are intended to bear 
witness to God’s revelation in Christ. 

That said, despite their failings, 
these theories try to get at something 
that is central to the Christian faith: 
Jesus Christ is our mediator. Through 
him, God has come to us. And through 
him, we come to God. This dual repre- 
sentation is at the heart of Christ’s 
saving work. In Christ we know that we 
are God's beloved sons and daughters. 
The “how” of it all remains a mystery. 

It seems to me that Bishop N.T. 
Wright has a point when he says that 
“on the night before he died Jesus 
did not give us a theory; he gave us a 
meal.” Perhaps it’s when we share the 
Lord’s Supper that we best understand 
and experience how Jesus saves. @ 


Rev. Dr. John Vissers is the principal of 
Presbyterian College, Montreal. 
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We Hardly Know You! 


A tale of Esther and empire. By LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


September 27, 2009: Pentecost 
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 


The Lectionary gives us this one crack at 
the amazing tale of Esther. Don’t be afraid 
to tell the whole story today! 


sther’s an embarrassment for 
E:: (Like the Song of Solomon. 

God isn’t named at all.) Esther 
and Mordecai act out of their ethnic 
identity. That’s enough, apparently. If 
God, or at least a faithful person, res- 
cues you—surely that means God is 
with you. 

As mythic melodramas go, Esther’s 
tale rings all the bells. There’s sus- 
pense. Risk. A villain. A heroine. And 
a happy ending brought about by vio- 
lent justice. The underdogs end up on 
top. The villain swings in the breeze. 

Esther may not be prominent in our 
preaching program, but her story is in 


the Jewish lectionary to be read in holy 
season; one of the five little scrolls that 
are opened when Esther's heirs remem- 
ber who they are and how they are ina 
world that has rarely befriended them. 
A world that doesn’t seem to know 
their God. Jewish people have had 
lots of opportunities to live faithfully 
in places where their God isn’t named 
and doesn’t seem to be in the picture. 
Esther’s happy ending is acted out at 
Purim, complete with the hanging of 
Haman. 

Even when we Christians read Es- 
ther, there’s an eerie pre-echo of a 
20th-century event we want to believe 
was unique. Couldn’t have happened 
in any other time. Can never happen 
again. Esther’s community in Susa, in 
the Persian Empire, even in exile, was 
strong. It flourished and remained in 
Susa after the rest of the exiles went 
home. Still outsiders. But the Empire 


couldn’t get on without them. 

To a wannabe tyrant like Haman, 
drunk with the power he already has, 
anyone who doesn’t honour him is a 
threat. To be eliminated. Anyone who’s 
not like him doesn’t belong in Persia. 
Haman can’t pull off his final solution 
because one of the emperor’s favourite 
Wives is one of them. And her father is 
appropriately honoured. 

Obviously the king doesn’t see 
things as clearly as Haman does. Ha- 
man has no doubt he can overcome 
these obstacles. Years ago I was hon- 
oured to hear one of the grandfathers 
of the Halifax Jewish community tell 
the story of Purim. All through it he 
replaced Haman’s name with Hitler’s. 
Esther reminds us what can happen in 
our world. What can happen to vul- 
nerable people within the power struc- 
tures of empire. 

Esther is forus. We claim kinship >» 
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with our Jewish sisters and brothers. 
We share spiritual ancestry and sacred 
story. Esther comes with the package. 
She won't let us dress her, lighten her 
skin, make her a Barbie doll and hold 
her up for the children in moralistic 
stories at the chancel steps. 

What sustains a minority within an 
empire? One thing is awareness of the 
tenuousness of its existence. Not para- 
noia. Hyper-vigilance. Not the assump- 


tion there will always be a threat. Em- 
pire exerts control through all of those. 
Simply accepting there’s no guarantee. 
Existence, preservation, perpetuation 
can’t be taken for granted. 

And because God may have some- 
thing new in mind. Let’s not think of Es- 
ther, the Sunday school heroine. Think 
of her as our Jewish neighbours do. God 
may call on a community to become 
something new and unexpected and 


NICARAGUA 


FAIR TRADE TOUR 
January 3-12 | 
2010 cost: $2000 | 


Transform your church coffee 
hour for years to come. 


Visit The Presbyterian Church in Canada’s mission partners in Nicaragua 
to learn how your gifts and actions can transform lives. 


To join this tour contact Lindsey Hepburn, 
lhepburn@presbyterian.ca or 1-800-619-7301 (ext 259) 


www. presbyterian.ca/experiencemission/trips 
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SPIRITUALITY 


Focusing on Christian tradition and today’s culture 


MINI LECTURE SERIES 


“Spirituality & Violence” 
Instructor: The Rev. Dr. Nicholas Athanasiadis 


Mondays: 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
(October 5, 19, 26 & November 2) 
Location: Knox College 
Cost: $80.00 


For more information, please contact Susan Sheridan: 
0: 416.946.8536 was e: knoxewar@utoronto.ca 
w: www.utoronto.ca/knox 


dangerous “for such a time as this.” 

A community within an empire has 
to strike a balance between deep root- 
edness in heritage and identity, and be- 
ing light-footed, ready to move, adapt. 
To find new ways of acting out of that 
heritage and identity. Risking coura- 
geously because you are who you are, 
and you belong to whom you belong. 

Now I don’t know if you think this 
has anything to do with the church in 
our part of the world today. This is just 
what I find in this sacred story. We’re 
not under threat of extinction at some 
tyrant’s hand. We’ve made peace with 
the forces of empire. We may still as- 
sume they’re there to protect us and 
our way of life. What could God pos- 
sibly call us to do in our time? @ 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe teaches in 
Halifax. 


ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, 
TORONTO presents 


FALL 
SUPPER 
SEMINARS 


on LOLAM AND 
PRESENT DAY 
CONSIDERATIONS" 


with Michael Taylor 
October 14, 21 & 28 /09 


for details call 416 593 5600 
or email jneal@standrewstoronto.org 


THE CHRIS VAIS EVENT - 
: with Dr. Stan Walters 
Saturday, October 17/09 
_ Knox College, 10 a.m. — 12 noon — 
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FUNDRAISING 


| Finding a unique way to beab 
to others. By CINDY HAN 
o # wh He = 3 a ta ee 


Xe 


nyone who has seen the budgets of any church or 

ministry sees the myriad expenses. If bills and sala- 

ries are not paid, churches and ministries sadly close 
their doors. Money matters. 

So why is fundraising often treated like a bad word? 

Fundraising is meant for those of us who are passionate 
about ministry and are looking for ways to gather support. 
Let’s talk about the joys (yes, joys!) of 
fundraising and some ideas on how Bel 
to get started. 

But before we discuss the joys, 
let’s talk about the fear. Many people 
cite fear as the number one reason 
why they don’t engage in fundraising. Fear of rejection. 
Fear of a fundraising campaign failing. Fear of even talking 
about money. 

I won’t deny that these fears are very real. However, 
if we focus on the fear we can be paralyzed from taking 
action. Let’s focus on why we fundraise. Let’s focus on the 
good work that is enabled through fundraising. Fundraising 
provides resources to change lives. 

We have a living example of this at Evangel Hall Mission, 
where I have worked as a resource developer for the past 
seven years. Here we serve more than 60,000 meals annually 
to people who otherwise would go hungry, house more than 
130 people who otherwise would be homeless, and provide 
dental services to people who otherwise would suffer excruci- 
ating pain, just to name a few activities in our mission. 


ieve in your ministry—sincerity and 
passion go a long way in attracting 
support and energizing your efforts 


All this is possible through fundraising. Fundraising 
pays for staff salaries to provide the services, pays the mort- 
gage and utilities to keep the building open and function- 
ing, and pays many other bills. 

Fundraising enables good work to happen. It provides 
the resources necessary to fuel the critical work done by 
front-line workers in ministry. 

So how do you go about fundrais- 
ing as a beginner or on a shoestring 
budget? Below are a few thoughts that 
can apply to campaigns with large and 
small goals. These are thoughts, not 
tules—think about them and adapt 
them to your own ministry. I do not have a PhD in fundrais- 
ing but simply some experience in a ministry about which I 
am passionate. 


° Believe in your ministry—sincerity and passion go along 
way in attracting support and energizing your efforts. 

¢ Know your ministry—what is the purpose of your minis- 
try and what is your financial goal? 

¢ Make a personal gift before asking anyone else to make 
a donation—how can you ask someone else to give if you 
haven’t yourself? 

*¢ Start with the easy wins—approach people you think 
will support the ministry first before moving on to people 
who might need a little more convincing. 

¢ Actually ask for financial support—many times > 
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people freeze when it comes time 
to ask someone for money. (This is 
often referred to “making the ask.”) 
Take heart, grasp courage, and take 
the plunge! 
Grow a thick skin—fundraising is 
like job searching. You can make sev- 
eral attempts before finding the right 
match. 
Differentiate between a marathon 
and a sprint—is this a multi-year 
campaign or a one-time event? 
Steward your energy accordingly. 
Utilize technology—email, websites, 
blogs, at-home graphic design software 
are all free or very low-cost options. 
Talk to people—let your friends 
and circles know about your min- 
istry and get their thoughts on it. 
If they’re excited too, why not ask 
them to connect you with their 
circles, or maybe they’d like to do 
some fundraising too! 
e Do some research—find out who 
supports your type of ministry by 


scanning news stories about philan- 
thropists and searching online. 

e Be aware of your ministry’s non- 
financial needs—if someone can’t 
provide financial support, perhaps 
they can volunteer their time or donate 
supplies needed by your ministry. 


This is by no means intended as 
a thesis on fundraising. It is merely 
a starting point to share some ideas. 
On that note, I leave you with this 
thought: Yes, being a fundraiser can 
be much work, but it is a work of great 
joy. You are raising funds to benefit 
the men, women, and children whose 
lives will be touched through your 
ministry. You are finding a unique way 
to be a blessing to others. That is a joy- 
ous and privileged role to play! = 


Cindy Han is director of resource development 
and operations at Evangel Hall Mission, 
Toronto. For more information about Evangel 
Hall Mission, please visit evangelhall.ca. 
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SAVE THE DATE: 
Saturday, October 24, 2009 


JOIN US AT KNOX COLLEGE! 
‘This exciting event hosts Dr. Eileen Schuller as 
she discusses the Scrolls and their importance 

to Reformed Christians. Then head to the Royal 
Ontario Museum (rom) to see them firsthand. 
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¢ Lecture, Rom admission, afternoon discussion: $65 
* All of the above plus lunch after the lecture: $85 

¢ Become a Dead Sea Scrolls Patron: $150 
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Lite, Love 
and Hot 
Dogs 


The best things in life are always 
where you need them. 


BY PHIL CALLAWAY 
ILLUSTRATION BY JONNY MENDELSSON 


n Monday morning, my wife left me. 
() Packed up some earthly belongings, our 
only daughter and a credit card, then 
headed west for a week, leaving Jeffrey, Stephen, and 
me to fend for ourselves. For her this was good. She 
deserved a break. She deserved to surround herself 
with mountains and siblings and hot springs. But for 
me? Well ... let me say that during the last few days I 
have developed a new theory. If you’re a theologian 
you may disagree with me, but here goes: I think 
God invented Eve mainly to help Adam find things. 
Adam would be walking around saying, “Let me see ... 
where did I put those figs?” and none of the animals would 
tell him. So, after God stopped laughing, He thought, this 
guy can do without a rib, but not without a wife. Ever since, 
men have been pursuing women largely because they need 
help finding things: “Honey, do you remember where we 
put the kids?” 

In the last week I have visited the fridge roughly 450 
times and found nothing there. Oh sure, there’s milk. 
There’s Parmesan cheese. There’s soya sauce. But where are 
the sandwiches? Where’s the lasagna? These are the things 
meals are made of. 

Stephen ran out of socks on Tuesday, and we’re not sure 
where fresh ones come from. I can’t find my wife’s list of meal 
suggestions. Jeffrey can’t find any more shirts, so he wears the 
same one 24 hours a day. It has a very interesting design. This 
shirt can tell you what we’ve eaten for the last five days. 

On Thursday we went to a baseball game and consumed 
our weight in hot dogs. The box told us they contained 
“actual meat products,” which was certainly a comfort. After 
the final out Jeffrey rubbed his belly and asked, “When’s 
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Mom coming home?” 

“In six more meals,” I told him. He rolled his eyes and 
uttered the cutest burp. 

What I didn’t tell him is that, although she promised to 
return Sunday, she is the mother of three young children 
and has a husband who can’t find anything, so we may not 
see her until Jeffrey’s high school graduation. I also did not 
tell him that even as we speak she’s probably sitting in the 
hot springs swapping childbirth stories with her sisters and 
saying, “They thought I was coming home Sunday. Can you 
imagine? Just how insane do they think I am?” And then 
the mountains would echo with crazed laughter. 

It’s Friday now. Earlier tonight I went to a convenience 
store to pick up the necessities of life: some pop, some 
chips, a video. Standing in line, I feel a tap on the shoulder. 
It’s a classmate from high school. We exchange handshakes. 
“How’s it going?” he asks. “Oh, man,” I say, laughing, “my 
wife’s gone for a week, so I’m here to pick up some health 
food. Life’s been a little wild lately.” 

He looks down and kicks at a floor tile. 

“How about you?” I ask. 

“Well, not so good. My wife’s ... 


well ... she’s been > 
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The > future it 1M Your hands... 


‘The gifts you plan for today 

can leave a lasting legacy for future 
generations and help shape the kind of 
church your children and andchildret 


will inherit: 


- A bequest can help : 
congregation will havea vital you 


ers 


For more information 
on how your gifts can help shape the future contact: 


The Planned Giving Office,The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 

1-800-619-7301, plannedgiving@presbyterian.ca 
www.presbyterian.ca/plannedgiving 
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gone on a more permanent basis. She 
left a year ago, you know .....” His voice 
trails away as a little girl peeks out 
from behind him. 

“I'm sorry,” I say, embarrassed. “I 
didn’t mean to ... I’m sorry.” 

Tonight I sit alone at my computer, 
typing these words and thinking about 
life. About love. About grace. You see, 
after I got home from the convenience 
store, I searched through the freezer 
looking for ice cream. I found some. 
And to my surprise I found a whole lot 
more. Lasagna. Homemade buns. All- 
beef hot dogs. My wife had put them 
there for us. I hadn’t found the note 
she left. 

I guess that’s life. 

Sometimes the best things we’ll 
ever have were there all along. @ 


Phil Callaway is a speaker and best- 
selling author. Visit him online at www. 
laughagain.org 


November 2009 


ANNUAL | 
EDUCATION 


SECTION 


Use the Presbyterian Record 

to promote your school, college 
or university to Presbyterian 
readers. 


DEADLINE FOR ADVERTISING: 
September 15, 2009 


Call or email Carol McCormick 

for more information: 

Tel: 905-833-6200 x 25 

Email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


The Most Beautiful Church Contest 


Is yours the most beautiful church or congregation in the denomination? 


Keep the submissions 
"coming: don't be shy— 
share your story. There are 
hundreds of congregations, 
worshipping communities 
and seasonal communities 

j across Canada and we want 
to hear from all of you. Your 
' submissions will be printed 

@ in the Record each month. 


————————~ 
TO ENTER SEND 200 WORDS AND UP TO FIVE PHOTOGRAPHS TO: 
BEAUTIFULCHURCH@PRESBY TERIANRECORD.CA. 


SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS: ALL IMAGES MUST BE HIGH RESOLUTION JPGS, AT A MINIMUM OF 300 DP! AND 1MB 


PRESBYTERIAN 


He did it! 


Thanks to You! 


In June 2009, one of the 
Place of Hope residents, 
Barry (a 50 year old 
Aboriginal man), graduated 
with an Applied Counselling 
Certificate with honours. 


Your continued support of 
our programs allows us to 
develop programs and com- 
munities and share these 
success stories with you. 
We are very grateful for all of 
your gifts and contributions. 
@®@eeeoeeeeeoeed 
Winnipeg Inner City 
Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church 
in Canada 
P.O. Box 2444, 
Station Main 
Winnipeg, MB 
R3C 4A7 ie 
204-942-8682 wic 


Anishinabe Place of Hope 
Flora House 
Anishinabe Fellowship Centre 


ae 


Charitable registration No. 
862842554RR0001 
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FROM THE 
MODERATOR 


Spirit of Joy 


Youth ministry in the church is alive and well. 


BY HARVEY SELF 


unique blessings accompany my 

new role as Moderator within 
the Presbyterian Church. One such 
blessing came this July as I attended 
Canada Youth 2009 at Brock Univer- 
sity, St. Catharines, Ont. It was an 
exhilarating privilege. 

There is worrisome talk these days 
about the irrelevance of the church 
and our pending demise. However, 
you would never think that after 
spending time at CYO9. It renewed 
my faith in the future of our youth 
and youth ministry. More than that, 
it gave me renewed hope for the 
future of the Presbyterian Church. Let 
me explain. 

At CY09 I saw passion—for God, 
for spiritual life, for meaningful 
worship with contemporary and 
traditional music, for missions and 
for fun. Yes, Presbyterians can have 
fun while they grow deeper in God 
and sink their roots into the love and 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Rooted was the theme of Canada 
Youth. 

At CY I discovered that support 
for the PCC’s youth ministry comes 
from the highest levels. Presbyte- 
trians Sharing is a major financial 
supporter. The general secretary of 
the Life and Mission Agency, as well 
as the principal clerk of the General 
Assembly participated in this five day 
conference. Some of the most passion- 
ate and gifted preachers from across 
the denomination (Derek Macleod 


| already learned that many 
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and Sarah Travis) and worship leader 
(Glen Soderholm) led daily worship. 
CY is a time when the best of our 
church give their best, ensuring the 
youth of today will become the church 
of tomorrow. 

I experienced the stirring joy of 
seeing 21st-century Presbyterians 
worshipping in new ways, yet with 
a deep respect for the ancient hymns 
of our Reformed heritage. I think of 


CY showed me that signs of new life, 
a new spirit of joyful worship, and 
passionate discipleship are present 
from shore to shore in the PCC 


the contemporary medley by the CY 
choir of Amazing Grace, as well as 
the deeply moving rendering of St. 
Patrick’s Breastplate by Soderholm and 
the praise band. Again, the best of our 
church giving their best to the glory 
of God, for the strengthening of the 
youth for ministry now! 

CY showed me that signs of new 
life, a new spirit of joyful worship, 
and_ passionate discipleship are 
present from shore to shore in the 
PCC. I met youth and youth ministry 
leaders, both clergy and lay, from 
every province across Canada. All 
share the same passion for Christ, for 
the future of the church, and for the 
lively role of today’s youth in today’s 
church. This passion is not restricted 
to CY. It comes from every corner of 
our denomination and will touch 


every congregation as the partici- 
pants return to their homes. 

I admit to having been concerned 
about the future of our church and 
the role of youth within it. But no 
more. God’s spirit is doing new things 
in Victoria, in Saskatoon, in St. Catha- 
rines and Sydney, N.S. 

I want to be part of this new 
movement. I want, as never before, to 
be part of a church that cares enough 
about its youth to create something 
as amazing as Canada Youth. I,want 
to be part of a church that cares for 
its youth with the love of Christ. A 
church that declares with confidence 
God Is Not Finished With Us Yet! 
I hope and pray that you do, too! @ 


AU 


Rev. A. Harvey Self 
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PRESBYTERIAN 


To place an ad call Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


CHURCH CUSHIONS 


Fine quality pew or kneeling cushions. 
On your next seating project, contact 
Waggoners, the cushion specialists! 


TOLL FREE 1-800-396-7555 


Waggoners, Inc 


Wwww.pewcushions.com 


REPAIRS & 


WINDOWS / MILLWORK 


PROTECTIVE 
GLAZING 


SINCE 1979 
97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. London, Ont. N6J 2K2 
Toll Free 877-575-2321 
www.sunrisestainedglass.com 


a Ad since 1904 
GLASS LID. 


15 Joseph Street, Kitchener 
Ontario, Canada N2G 1H9 


MN 7-579-658-0724 


Ecclesiastical 


Refinishing 
Group Ltd 


Sanctuary Restoration 
Plaster Restoration 
Design Services 
Custom Painting 


P.O. Box 1502 
Kingston, Ont. Canada K7L 5C7 
Tel: 613-549-9250 
Fax: 613-549-3364 
www.ecclesiasticalgroup.com 


EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


¢ custom designed memorial windows 
¢ traditional - contemporary 


¢ releading & restoration ¢ storm glazing 


¢ custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 


471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4 
(519) 649-7225 

Fax: (519) 649-7226 


ESTABLISHED @Awardsglassco@on.aibn.com 
1920 


www.edwardsglass.net 


s0C f Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 
Tel: 416-977-4408 x204 Fax: 416-977-3856 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


Tel. (416) 503-1288 Fax. (416) 503-8788 


CROWN EX Robemakers and Tailors 


* Genuine tailor made ° Satisfaction guaranteed ° Affordable for 


Clergy Preaching Choir Vestments Academic 


CROWNEX Ltd., 1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 183 
E-mail: info@crownex.com www.crownex.com 


New Horizons 
TOWER 
Toronto Bed and Breakfast serving 
mature adults for 35 years. See the latest 
show, ROM, AGO, TSO and much more! 
Close to downtown, hospitals, 24 hour 
security...steps to subway or bus, 
beautifully appointed single and double 
rooms, parking included...VISA, reasonable 
rates-Reserve today. Ask about our 
Boutique Hostel...Felisa (416) 536-6111 
www.newhorizonstower.com 


RIDEAU CANAL 
TRENT SEVERN WATERWAY 
Cruise Ontario's magnificent heritage 
canals along 355 miles of scenic lakes, 
rivers and locks in the comfort of the 
45 passenger Kawartha Voyageur 
riverboat with dining room, lounge, and 
Ytwin lower berth cabins with private 
fia {acilities. 5 day voyages. 
s www. ontariowaterwaycruises.com 


1-800-561-5767 


FREE BROCHURE 


Robert McCausland 
Limited 


Artists & Craftsmen 
of Stained Glass since 1856 
30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 
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MO 


Does your new minister read the 
Presbyterian Record? Find out! 


Place your employment ad in our next issue and find the perfect 
candidate fast. 


Contact Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


Portage | la Prairie —Fut-time minister 


First Presbyterian Church eee ones 


oo Z strengthen us in spirit, 
Portage la Prairie, Manitoba inspire us in growth. 


Located in a fast growing 
rural city that offers modern, 
medical, educational, business 


services, one hour from 
a international airport. 


We seek a minister with the 
strength, enthusiasm and 
commitment to inspire so that 
together we may faithfully 
serve in God’s Mission. 


| 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, REGINA 


is seeking a Minister of Word and Sacrament 


We are a downtown church situated in a culturally vibrant area of Regina, a 
thriving city of 200,000 and a great community for families. We have membership 
of 240, with good potential for congregational growth. Our large, beautiful 
sanctuary and Christian Education wing serve many purposes, both internal 
and community. We earnestly seek a minister who can lead us in meaningful 
worship, provide pastoral care, guide us in our outreach at local and global 
levels, and in our urgent need to engage 
younger generations. 


Please contact our Interim Moderators: 
Rey. Ina Golaiy - golaiy@sasktel.net 
Rey. Devon Pattemore - knoxpresb@sasktel.net 
c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
2170 Albert St., Regina, SK. S4P 2T9 
306-522-9571 
Website: http://www.firstpresregina.ca 
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Grace Anglican Church, 
Waterdown, Ontario 
www.graceanglicanwaterdown.org | 


Is looking for a Children, Youth and 
Family Coordinator 


Grace Church is in the centre of the historical 
village of Waterdown, Ontario (northeast of 


Hamilton), Diocese of Niagara. Waterdown has | 


grown significantly in the last several years. 
Grace is committed to reaching out to our 


expanding community and is seeking a dedicat- ] 


ed person, lay or ordained, to assist 
us in this important ministry. 


This is a part-time position (20 hours). The suc- | 
cessful candidate will beticensed by the Diocese 4 


of Niagara and will report to the Rector. 


This person will primarily develop and lead, 
with the support of the parish, activities relating 


to ministry with and pastoral care for the young | 


members and families of our parish and assist 
young people in interpreting their 
identity and lives from a Christian perspective. 


For the full job description and/or more infor- 


mation, please contact the Rector; 
The Rev. Canon Mark Tiller 
P.O. Box 727, Waterdown, Ontario LOR 2HO 
rector@graceanglicanwaterdown.org 


Minister of Word and Sacrament 


St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church in 
downtown Hamilton, Ontario is seeking 
a minister to provide biblically based 
preaching, and to promote leadership 
development among the active and 
committed lay leaders in the congrega- 
tion. Our minister should be innovative, 
yet firmly positioned in the Reformed 
practices of worship. 


The diverse and eclectic congregation 
of St. Paul’s was established in 1833 
and worships in a church that is a 
National Historic Site. 


At St. Paul’s we honour the past without 
being entombed in it. We are sensitive 
to the present without being beguiled- 
by fads. We have faith in the hoes 
determined to follow Christ. - " 


For further information, please contact 
Interim Moderator Rey. Dr. Tom Billard 
at 519-621-3023 or at: at 
tcbillard@rogers.com. 


www.stpaulshamilton.ca 
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Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Miramichi, N.B., Ferguson Grace and St. James 
pastoral charge; Interim Moderator Rev. Derek 
Krunys, 206 Wellington St., Miramichi, NB E1N 
1M7; 506-773-5130; dkrunys@hotmail.com. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND 

EASTERN ONTARIO 

Ingleside, Ont., St. Matthew's; Full-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. James Douglas; rev. 
James@knoxvkh.ca. 

Ottawa, Ont., St. David and St. Martin; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Cedric Pettigrew, 340 
Claridge Dr., Ottawa, ON K2J 5C2;613-843- 
1446; cedric.pettigrew@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 

ONTARIO, AND BERMUDA 

Bermuda, St. Andrew’s; Full-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Bryn MacPhail, 

c/o St. Giles Kingsway Presbyterian Church, 
15 Lambeth Rd., Toronto, ON M9A 2Y6; 
416-233-8591; bryn31@rogers.com. 

East Oro, Esson, Jarratt, Willis, Orillia, 
Uptergrove; Full-time minister for three 
charges in the Presbytery of Barrie; 

Interim Moderator Rev. Tim Raeburn-Gibson, 
c/o First Presbyterian Church, 

200 Maple St., Collingwood, ON L9Y 2R2; 
705-445-465 1; trg@georgian.net. 

Elora, Knox and Alma, St. Andrew's; Minister 
for a full-time two-point charge, vacant 
effective October 1, 2009; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Marty Molengraaf; 


The Presbytery of Montreal is seeking to fill the position of 
part-time Presbyterian Chaplain at McGill University. The 
chaplain will provide care, encouragement, and support to 


undergraduate and graduate students who endeavour to be 


faithful followers of Jesus Christ in the university context. 


For more information please contact: 


The Rey. Dr. Roland De Vries 


Convenor, Ministry and Personnel Committee 


faith 


witness 


service 


learning 


ve. 
eki 


6225 Godfrey Avenue, Montreal, OC H4B 1K3 


roland.devries@mail.mcgill.ca 


The Director will be selected by and 
answerable to the Board. He / She must 
meet the selection criteria as stipulated 
«, by Canada Ministries of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada: She / He will also: 


e Supervise the day to day operation 
of the Drop-in Center. 


© Together with the board members, 
ensure to the best of his or her ability 
compliance with all legislative 
and internal regulations. 


e The Director must be a member of 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada, 
and have his/her candidacy approved 
by the Presbyteries of Edmonton- 
Lakeland and Western Han Ca. 


Application deadline is October 31st, 2009. Please forward all applications by mail or email to: 
The Edmonton Urban Native Ministry Board Search Committee, c/o The Rev. Stephen Haughland, Convenor. 
P.0. Box 663, Killam, AB TOB-2L0. (780)385-2147 (Home) (780)385-1141 (Cell) Email: tepkje@telus.net 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
All notices of pulpit vacancies will be charged to 
the congregation: $40 minimum for one-time 
insertion or $25 per insertion for four or more. 
This charge applies to all congregations. 

Contact the Record office regarding items 

for this column. 


mmolengraaf@sympatico.ca. 

Erin, Burns, Ospringe, Knox; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Sean Howard, 

PO Box 433, Campbellville, ON LOP 1B0; 
905-854-5145; sean@nassagaweya.com. 

Etobicoke, Mimico; Full-time ministry; Interim 
Moderator Rev. George Anderson, c/o St. 
Andrew's Islington Presbyterian Church, 
3819 Bloor St.W., Etobicoke, 

ON M9B 1K7; 416-233-9800; 
george@standrewsislington.org. 

Guelph, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Angus 
Sutherland, 75 Grand Ave. N., Cambridge, 

ON N1S 2L1;ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com. 

Guelph, Kortright; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. 
Wayne Dawes, c/o Knox's Galt Presbyterian 
Church, 2 Grand Ave. S., Cambridge, ON 
N1S 2L2; 519-621-8120; sdawes@golden.net. 

Huntsville, St. Andrew's; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Gary Robinson; 705-746-9612; 
gary@standrewsparrysound.org. 

Orillia, St. Andrew’s Orillia; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Peter D. Ruddell, 36 Brick Pond Rd., Box 
A-180, RR1, Coldwater, ON, LOK1E0. 705-685- 
3125; panddruddell@rogers.com. 

Schomberg, Emmanuel; Half-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jeremy Lowther; 
905-857-2419; jlowther1845@rogers.com. 

Toronto, Celebration North; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Walter Hearn; 38 Ellerslie Ave., 
Toronto,ON M2N 1X8; 416-221-8373; 
walter.hearn@sympatico.ca. 

Toronto, Toronto Korean; Senior Minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Kyung-Seuk Min, 

67 Scarsdale Rd., North York, ON M3B 2R2; 
416-447-5963; www.tkpc.org. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Atwood, Atwood; Interim Moderator 
Rev.Cathrine Campbell, PO Box 477, 
Brussels, ON NOG 1HO0; 519-887-9831; 
cecampbell@wightman.ca. 

Beechwood, St. Andrew’s; Half-time position; Rev. 
Steve Boose, 152 Albert St., Strathroy,ON N7G 
1V5; 519-245-2292; revboose@bellnet.ca. > 
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St. Matthew’s Presbyterian Church Ingleside, Ontario 


is seeking a dynamic full-time minister who will lead us Forward in Faith into the future. 


a strong ministry 
and whose ong¢ 
i twel 


For more information visit our website at: www.stmatthews-ingleside.ca 


The Church of 


[m® St. Andrew and St. Paul 


...is Seeking a lead minister 


We are a vibrant, growing congregation with members from a range of backgrounds and 
cultural communities. We worship in a historic downtown Montreal church located close 


to universities and museums. 


We emphasize biblical preaching which relates the gospel of Christ to contemporary 
life. Our service is traditional and is supported by a ministry of music which is known 
throughout the city for the excellence of the choir and organ performance. 

We have a Christian Education specialist and a full program of activities, both within 
the congregation and in outreach. We are also served by a very capable and dedicated 
lay leadership. As a congregation of over 700 members and adherents, we are seeking a 
minister gifted in the areas of leading worship, preaching and teaching, with strong pastoral 
and relational skills. A copy of our profile can be found at www.standrewstpaul.com. 


Interim Moderator The Rev. Dr. Dale Woods. 3495 University Street, Montreal, H3A 248 
Tel: 514-288-5256 ext 202 Emailipastoralstudies@ presbyteriancollege.ca 


Crinan, Duff Largie and Argyle; Half-time 
minister for two charges; Interim Moderators 
Rev. Amanda Birchall and Rev. Deb Dolbear- 
VanBilsen, c/o Glencoe Presbyterian Church, 
177 Main St., PO Box 659, Glencoe,ON NOL 
1MO; 519-287-2743; revdeb17@sympatico.ca. 

Duart; Part-time; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Andrew Song, 551 Victoria Ave., PO Box 761; 
519-683-2442; andrewapack@gmail.com. 
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Hamilton, St. Paul's; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Tom Billard, 1901 8th Concession West, RR 
1,Cambridge, ON N1R 582; 519-621-3023; 
tcbillard@rogers.com. 

Hamilton, The South Gate; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Colleen Smith,47 Sunvale Place, Stoney Creek, ON 


L8E 426; 289-649-0021; csmith45 1 @sympatico.ca. 


Kilmartin, Burns Mosa; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Kathy Fraser, c/o North Caradoc-St. Andrew's 


Presbyterian Church, 8503 Scotchmere 
Dr., Strathroy, ON N7G 3H3; 519-245-8769; 
kfraser001 @sympatico.ca. 

Mitchell, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Glenn 
Kukkola, PO Box 129, Shakespeare, ON 
NOB 2P0; 519-625-8317; Church1 @cyg.net. 

North Yarmouth, St. James; Part-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev. John Bannerman, 
c/o Chalmers Presbyterian Church, 

342 Pond Mills Rd.,London,ON N5Z 3X5; 
519-681-7242; jbannerman@bellnet.ca. 

Petrolia, St. Andrew's and Dawn, Knox; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Barry Van Dusen, c/o St. 
Giles Presbyterian Church, 770 Lakeshore 
Rd.,Sarnia, ON N7T 215;519-542-2253; 
st.giles@ebtech.net. 

St. Catharines, St. Andrew's (Merritton); 
Stated Supply (one-third time basis); 
Interim Moderator Rev. Calvin Lewis, 

1344 Haist St., Fonthill, ON LOS 1E0; 
905-892-3729; revcalvin@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Portage la Prairie, Man., First; Interim Moderator 
Rev. David Wilson, 22 Linden Blvd., Brandon, 
MB R7B 1B9; dwilsguy@mts.net. 


SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 

Regina, First; Minister; Co-Interim Moderators 
Rev. Ina Golaiy, 718 Elm Cres., Weyburn, 
SK S4H 0S7; 306-842-1942; golaiy@sasktel. 
net and Rev. Devon Pattemore, 66 Park St., 
Yorkton, SK S3N 0T3, 306-782-3659; 
knoxpresb@sasktel.net. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE NORTHWEST 
Calgary, Alta., Centennial; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Tom Brownlee, 12 Scenic Rise NW, Calgary, AB 
T3L 1A8; tmbrownlee@hotmail.com. 
Sherwood Park, Alta., Sherwood Park; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Heinrich Grosskopf, 
c/o Dayspring Presbyterian Church, 
11445 40 Ave. NW, Edmonton, AB T6J OR4; 
780-293-0618; dpcrev@telus.net. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Dawson Creek, St. James; Full- time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. George Malcolm, PO Box 843, 
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4H8; 
forbespc@telusplanet.net. 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew's; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 
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Obituaries 


DYSON, ALBERT, died May 1, 2009. A life- 
long, faithful elder of St. John’s, Grimsby, 
Ont., for more than 40 years. Former clerk 
of session for 10 years, Sunday school 
teacher, member of the board of managers, 
and convener of the mission and outreach 
committee. Al was a patriarch of St. John’s 
and his wisdom and guidance served the 
church well during many trying times. 
A man among men who with humility 
and grace served his Lord. All who knew 
Al will remember him and be better for 
having been in his company. 


MEDD, EDNA, a faithful member and 
respected elder of Knox, Winnipegosis, 
Man., passed away on Sept. 25, 2008, 
in her 89th year. Edna grew up and 
received her education in Winnipegosis 
and at the University of Manitoba. She 
taught school in Flin Flon and Winnipeg 
for five years, and then attended the 
School of Nursing at Toronto General 
Hospital where she spent 32 years in a 
distinguished nursing career. 

In 1933, Edna entered a province- 
wide contest held to name the town 
at Clear Lake, Man. (known as Clark’s 
Beach). She submitted the name Wasag- 
aming (Cree for “clear waters”) and won 
the contest. On July 26, 2008, Edna 
was invited as a VIP guest to attend an 
official ceremony celebrating the park’s 
75th anniversary. 

Upon her retirement, Edna returned 
to Winnipegosis and led an active life of 
service in the community and to Knox 
where in her youth she had attended 
Sunday school. Her service in the 
church included serving as a long-time 
elder who faithfully attended presby- 
tery until her passing; clerk of session; 
acting lay minister; secretary for the 
board of managers; choir member and 
later an organist, a service fulfilled by 
her mother years before; member of the 
church pastoral care team; and service 
in all areas of Knox Ladies Aid. Edna 
helped organize the 100th anniversary 
of Knox in 2000. (She researched and 
compiled the church’s history.) 

In the community, Edna served 
on various committees. She was dedi- 


cated to the ongoing development of 
the local museum, serving as curator 
and conducting tours for visitors, thus 
resulting in the production of a video 
showcasing many displays depicting 
the early history. The museum will be 
renamed in honour of Edna. She was 
a local historian who researched and 
produced many documents reflecting the 
history of Winnipegosis. Edna was very 
involved in organizing the 75th home- 
coming anniversary in 1990 and actively 
compiled material for the history book. 

Her service and devotion to Knox 
and the community was exemplary and 
as a friend to many she is dearly missed. 
Edna lived her faith. 


MUIR, JEAN BROWN, died peacefully on 
Monday, July 13, 2009 surrounded by 
family. Wife of the late Rev. A. C. Grant 
Muir, mother of Margaret Dunn, Rev. 
Don Muir, Libby Harmer and Peter Muir. 
She will be deeply missed by her family 
and many friends. 

Jean, alife-long Presbyterian, was born 
in Orillia, Ont., in 1921, the daughter of 
George and Elizabeth Cunningham. She 
faithfully supported her husband during 
ministries in Barrie, Toronto, Timmins, 
Embro and Harrington, Ont. They cher- 
ished several years of retirement in Burks 
Falls, Ont., and more recently in Wood- 
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519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 
Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


160th Anniversary 
Knox Presbyterian Church 


345 Durham Street, 
Kincardine, Ontario N2Z 1Y6 


Saturday, September 26 
Dinner: 5:30PM at the Legion 


Tickets: 519-396-2311 
knoxkincardine@gmail.com 


Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. 


stock, Ont. Jean lovingly and sacrificially 
cared for her children, their spouses, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
“Whether we live or whether we die, we 
are the Lord’s.” 


STOCKFORD, WENTWORTH NORWOOD (“STOCKY”), 
aged 82 and an elder for 27 years at Park- 
wood Presbyterian Church, Ottawa, Ont., 
passed away on June 9th. 


Knox Presbyterian Church, Woodstock Ontario 


I7ot 


Anniversary Celebrations 


OCTOBER 4 


The Rev. Harvey Self, 
Moderator of the [35th 
General Assembly will preach 


ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND 
—OCTOBER I6 TO 18 

* Concert with Denise Pelley 

° Anniversary Banquet 


* Anniversary Service 
with Guest Speaker: 
The Rev. Dr. Joe Reed 

* Historical Displays, 
Socials, and much more! 


Other special events will be 
taking place over the next 
year as well. 


All those with connections 
to Knox are invited to join us. 


« oe, 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: Church Office: 519-537-2962 Church Website: www.knoxwoodstock.ca 
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SOLUTION: THEY WALKED TOGETHER TO CAPERNAUM AND AFTER THEY WENT INTO THE HOUSE, JESUS ASKED THE DISCIPLES, “WHAT WERE YOU ARGUING ABOUT 


ALONG THE WAY?", THEY HAD BEEN ARGUING ABOUT WHICH ONE OF THEM WAS THE GREATEST, AND SO THEY DID NOT ANSWER. AFTER JESUS SAT DOWN AND. 
‘HE TWELVE DISCIPLES TO. GATHER AROUND HIM, HE SAID, "IF ANI . ~ 


For the Journey, continued from page 50 

jump out and holler like a banshee. 
The landing beaver would swap ends, 
crash dive, and smash the water loudly 
with its tail. It didn’t take long and the 
beaver would be attempting a landing 
at another point along the beachhead. 

After a couple of nights of doing 
this and failing miserably to discourage 
the beavers, they began to get aggres- 
sive. I would stand on the dock and 
they would swim up to within a half- 
dozen feet of me and smash the water 
with their tails. | would yell and jump 
back and they would come and do it 
again, trying to drive me away from the 
shore. I would shine a bright flashlight 
right in their beady little eyes and they 
would swim right up to the light. You 
could literally see the hostility in their 
eyes before they would dive and smash 
the water with their tails to drive me 
back. Their aggression got my aggres- 
sion going. Hurled rocks were soon 
involved, and eventually a pellet gun. 
Neither worked. I smacked one large 
fella right in the head with a stone 
and he dove. I screamed in triumph: 
“That'll teach you to fool with me, you 
little bucked-tooth logging maniac.” I 
turned to stomp victoriously off the 
dock. I looked over my shoulder to see 
the same beaver swimming with deter- 
mined purpose straight past the end of 
the dock, heading for one of his skid 
trails on the beachhead. 

About a week into the beaver battle, 
our son was leaving for his graveyard 
shift at the sawmill at around 10 p.m., 
and he nearly tripped over a huge 
beaver right up beside the driveway 
where our vehicles were parked. It was 
a dominant adult and it was obviously 
cruising for new timber prospects for 
his logging crew. The large aspens that 
line our driveway would easily destroy a 
vehicle if they were felled on one, so we 
reluctantly called the game department, 
which lined up a trapper for us. That 
was the way our last beaver battle ended 
too, but not before they dammed a local 
creek and took out the railway tracks, 
derailing a train just across the lake. 

You have heard it said: “As eager as a 
beaver.” Well, I’ve learned that beavers 


are all of that and they are persistent 
too, not to mention aggressive. Once 
their sights are set on a project they will 
throw themselves at it until either “it” 
or “they” are done. They are incredible 
animals, but judgment does not seem 
to be their long suit. They are task- 
driven to the extreme, kinda like me. 

I think most adults who graced 
my life when I was growing up taught 
me that I should strive to be an “eager 
beaver.” What popped out of the 
mould of childhood development was 
an extremely task-oriented and driven 
person in the likes of me. And I can be 
just about as persistent and aggressive as 
a beaver too (not to mention obnoxious). 
For the main part, being task-driven 
has stood me in good stead, making 
me a likable person to parishioner and 
employer alike. God only knows, I love 
to be liked. But like the beavers in my 
life, sometimes my judgment is lacking 
and I get seriously trapped. 

Recently I have been enjoying the 
portion of the Psalter that is classified 
as the Songs of Assent (120-134). One 
of these songs puts it so simply: “Unless 
the Lord builds the house, those who 
build it labour in vain. Unless the Lord 
guards the city, the guard keeps watch 
in vain. It is in vain that you rise up 
early and go late to rest, eating the 
bread of anxious toil; for He gives sleep 
to His beloved” (127:1-2). 

What I think I need to bring to the 
pond in which | live and work is a little 
Psalm 127 judgment. It’s not what I get 
done that is so important; it is whose 
work it is. As a task-driven person, I often 
forget to inquire of God concerning 
the task. At best, I get beavering away 
at a project, inviting God to make my 
agenda His agenda. The Psalmist labels 
that approach to life and work as vanity. 
And when I get seriously trapped out, in 
the long arm of the night, I know that it 
is ... that being task-driven is very often 
being driven by my own vanity. m 


Rev. David Webber is an author and a 
contributing editor to the Record. He is 
a minister of the Cariboo, B.C., house 
church ministry. 
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Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc 
is a specialist insurer that seeks to 
advise and protect those who enrich 
the lives of others. We are dedi- 
cated to serving the needs of our 
customers and their communities. 
Through the independent broker 
network, we offer customized insur- 
ance solutions to faith and related 
not-for-profit organizations, retire- 
ment communities, education facili- 
ties, unique properties, registered 
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enterprises. 


Jacinta Whyte, General Manager 
and Chief Agent for Canada, is 
pleased to announce the appoint- 
ment of Lyle Beaman to the role of 
Claims Manager for Canada. Before 
joining Ecclesiastical in 2007 as 
Casualty Underwriting Manager, 
Lyle gained extensive experience in 
risk and claims management, com- 
mercial liability and property under- 
writing, and portfolio management, 
through senior positions with major 
international insurers. Lyle will lev- 
erage his background and experi- 
ence to lead Ecclesiastical’s claims 
organization and build upon our 
solid foundation and reputation of 
claims service excellence. 


Ecclesiastical Insurance was estab- 
lished in England in 1887. The Ca- 
nadian branch opened in 1972. 
Owned by a charitable trust, group 
profits are returned to our owner for 
distribution to charitable initiatives. 
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For Lager Beavers 


He gives sleep to His beloved. BY DAVID WEBBER ILLUSTRATION BY BARRY FALLS 


rf rf aahhh! We’ve been logged!” 
“Huh? What are you talking about?” asked 


Linda, as she bolted out of the bedroom to 
stand beside me in front of our picture window. We were 
both staring and twisting fists into our eye sockets, trying 
to wring out the residue of sleep. 

“Those dang beavers moved in on us last night and 
commenced clear-cutting our lot,” I said. Three large aspens 
that we had nursed from wee saplings lay neatly fallen across 
our lawn. When I threw on my boots and mackinaw and 
went to survey the damage, I found the beavers had also 
felled and limbed a half-dozen smaller aspens on the border 
of our lot that we share with a neighbour to the north. 
Further surveying revealed two large weeping willows on the 
lot boundary that we share with a neighbour to the south. 
They had been felled, bucked, skidded, and floated across the 
lake to where the beaver colony lived. There was nothing 
left of the willows but two large pointy stumps and a pile 
of wood chips. In addition to all of the cutting, the beavers 
had constructed three large skid roads from their logging area 
across our lot to the lake. In forest engineering lingo, we had 
been developed. The beaver’s intentions were clear. 

“Must have been a lot of them show up for work last night,” 
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Linda said. “What are we going to do? We can’t let them clear- 
cut every aspen, birch, and willow tree from our lot. We have 
been babying our trees since we moved here 20 years ago.” 

“Well, the last time we had beavers move in on us I put 
stove pipes around all our trees to discourage them,” I said. 

“Yeah, but that was almost 20 years ago and our grove 
of trees is twice the size now,” said Linda. “A 10-inch stove- 
pipe won’t come close to fitting any of our trees, and you 
know chicken wire doesn’t work.” 

“Yeah, they just cut through chicken wire like they own 
pliers,” I said. “I guess we'll have to conjure up another form 
of discouragement.” I could feel a deviant smile beginning to 
curl the corner of my lip. “Heh, heh, heh: I love a good contest 
with Mother Nature or one of her agents,” I muttered. 

September in the Cariboo is what we call Indian 
summer. It brings bright cool days stuffed so full of autumn 
colours that your eyes almost feel assaulted. The nights are 
also clear, cold, and bright with moonlight. And so, every 
evening at dusk, the beavers would sail across the lake 
in the bright moonlight and descend upon our lakefront 
lot. I started my discouragement campaign by waiting for 
them in the swamp-birch brush along the shore. When 


they would come in to land, I would continued on page 49 
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: ‘And it’s here we stand with memories made, 
) Feelings of warmth | never want to fade. 
The laughs we shared, 

The pranks we played. 


With you by my side, summer never goes away.” 
| —Here We Stand by Colin Gillard, 14, of Mount Brydges, Ont. 


to 
-in St. 


ssbyterian Record 51 


PAK? oe ie ae eta St aA a3 ; bois 
rerte | : Ge oh ae rT A ee 1 4 
lhepbur1 it 19- 


“OUR CHURCH” + RETHINKING MIS : 


ISSION + THEOLOGY 101: HINDUISM & BUDDHISM 


4 
A 
i 
4 


of mind 


Let's face it; insurance is all about having peace of mind. And that's 


what you get with a home and auto insurance policy through Johnson. 
We offer excellent coverage that's tailored for groups and associations. 


e Special savings and discounts e 24-hour customer service | 
¢ Dedicated service representative » Earn AIR MILES’ reward miles | 


Contact us today and put your mind at ease. 


wwwyohnson.ca/presbyterian | 1.800.563.0677 
(Please provide your Group ID Code: PX) 


$20 Johnson will donate $20 to native healing and reconciliation ministries in the Presbyterian Church, 
Gift Offer for each qualifying member not already insured with Johnson who receives a quote. i 


Home and auto insurance is available through Johnson Inc., a licensed insurance intermediary. Policies are primarily underwritten by Unifund Assurance Company. Unifund and Johnson Inc. share common ownership. Only 
home insurance is available in BC, SK and MB. An alternate plan is available in QC. Certain conditions may apply. AIR MILES® reward miles awarded on regular home and auto insurance policies underwritten by Unifund 
Assurance Company. At the time the premium is paid, one AIR MILES reward mile is awarded for each $20 in premium (including taxes). AIR MILES reward miles not available in SK, MB or QC. ®™Trademarks of AIR MILES 
International Trading B.V. Used under license by LoyaltyOne, Inc. and Johnson Inc. (for Unifund Assurance Company).As with all advertising carried in the record, no endorsement by the magazine or the board is implied nor | 
is there partnership with the advertiser. MVM.Aug09 | 


On the Cover: IIlustration by Tim Zeltner. 
See more samples of his work at 
www.i2iart.com/Zeltner 


PRESBYTERIAN 


RECORD — 


4 For the Record 
Start Something Unthinkable 
BY DAVID HARRIS 


5 Letters 

8 People and Places 

10 News 

17. __—~ Pop Christianity 
The Naked Church 


BY ANDREW FAIZ 
18 COVER STORY 

The Rural Church 

BY DAVID WEBBER 


26 Mission Knocks 
Rethinking Mission 
BY LIZ STARK 


28 OneLife 
The Piano 
BY HAROLD MCNABB 


29 Theology 101 
Thisworldly and Otherworldly 
BY JOSEPH MCLELLAND 


31 Opinion 
“Our Church” 
BY ROLAND DEVRIES 


33 Progressive Lectionary 
Living and Active, 
Judging and Saving 

BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 
Callaway 


Major League Lesson 
BY PHIL CALLAWAY 


Renewal 
Lay Missionaries 
BY CALVIN BROWN 


Book Review 
Universal Salvation 
BY JIM KANARIS 


Poetry 
Three Poems 
BY J. L. BOND 


From the Moderator 
Working Together 
BY HARVEY SELF 


Marketplace 
Vacancies 
Obituaries 


Called to Wonder 
BY ERIN WALTON 


For the Journey 
Silence, Solitaire and the Soul 
BY DAVID WEBBER 


Benediction 


October 2009 | Presbyterian Record 3 


FOR THE 
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START SOMETHING 
UNTHINKABLE 


The church needs to be flexible. BY DAVID HARRIS 


4 f e’re prudent people. We don’t 
make decisions easily, carelessly. 
We delay the process, postpone 


the sederunt. We’re practical.” 

That comment on the ethos of Canadian Pres- 
byterianism comes from the sermon at General 
Assembly’s opening worship this year by Rev. Cheol 
Soon Park, moderator of the 134th assembly. 

Mr. Park had set himself a challenge: “I knew 
I would be speaking to many ruling elders and many teaching 
elders,” he said. “I wondered, how can I move their hearts?” 

How can I move their hearts? What a profound question to 
set as a task before the church’s annual governance meeting, 
full, as always, with details of money, proper consultation and 
following of rules. 

“I’m impressed and blessed by the structure, system and 
protection we have,” he said. “We’re not used to making mis- 
takes, especially from unpreparedness. We don’t like the unex- 
pected—something surprising.” 

But then he paused. “Zacchaeus,” he said, “was not a Pres- 
byterian.” 

Mr. Park was referring to the evening’s scripture reading 
from Luke’s gospel about the despised tax official of Jericho 
who is deeply moved by Jesus unexpectedly inviting himself to 
dinner at the official’s home. 

After years of observing the church, including the last one 
from the position of moderator, Mr. Park was suggesting that 
simply being a well-oiled machine is not all that God requires. 

“Maybe we're being caught up by our almost perfect sys- 
tem,” said Mr. Park. “Our own tradition. Our norms and stan- 
dards and ways of doing things. 

“We're highly trained polity people. We try to be practi- 
cal, and most of all biblical. But Zacchaeus tells us one thing 
as a Christian who experienced vast love and acceptance—we 
should be willing to try something unthinkable. Something 
impractical, unacceptable. Something past where we drew the 
limit of where we were willing to go. Something we’ve delayed 
many times.” 

Mr. Park’s challenge is something the church as a whole, not 
just the General Assembly, needs to consider deeply. Because even 
the best skeletal structure becomes nothing more than brittle 
bone if it is not nourished by the flesh it is designed to support. 

Good bones are only good so long as they fulfill their pur- 
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pose of carrying the rest of the body. Which is what 
makes the story on pg. 12 of a failed amalgamation 
in Stratford, Ont., so discouraging. 

According to the reports, after three year’s work 
had been done to bring two congregations to wor- 
ship and work together, one backed out because 
too many people could not abandon their build- 
ing. That might have only been deeply unfortunate 
were it not the case that the building needs costly 
repairs and the congregation is also hugely in debt. 

Not a congregation of Zacchaeuses apparently. 

In our cover story on pg. 18 this month, Rev. David Webber 
argues that this is more than the story of isolated congrega- 
tions here and there. An invitation to David from the church 
in New Zealand to tell them about the innovative work of his 
ministry team in Cariboo, B.C., led to as much learning for 
David as the Kiwis. 

His conclusion is that Presbyterians in New Zealand show 
flexibility where he finds rigidity in the Canadian church. 
We certainly hope there will be discussions on this analysis 
in forthcoming issues of the Record and we encourage your 
thoughtful reflection. 

But here’s the crunch, if you'll pardon the expression. 
Bones need to be flexible. When they lose that, they break. 
There are obviously problems: crumbling, indebted, nearly 
empty churches offer no glory to God, only to our vanity. 

The church desperately needs to find a way to move for- 
ward. It needs to build new churches where there is a good 
prospect of successful ministry and close places where there is 
not and realize the value of the assets for redeployment. 

Fortunately, as Andrew Faiz points out in his Pop Christi- 
anity column, Zacchaeus’s spiritual descendants are at work in 
the church in other ways. 

As Mt. Park said: “When we’re willing to lose something 
in God’s name, a miracle occurs. Even in our age. Even in the 
Presbyterian church. 

“Start something unthinkable in God’s name.” 
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Letters 


letters@presbyterianrecord.ca 


Re-tooling Required 
Re How Does Our Garden Grow, May 

Of the eight areas identified as 
essential for a healthy, growing church, 
I would offer that some of these may 
be more primary than others. For 
example, would not passionate spiritu- 
ality within a congregation—our lowest 
rated charateristic—be greatly facili- 
tated by the presence of empowering 
leadership and inspiring worship? 

Although inspiring worship is a 
subjective concept, I do detect a red 
flag in the summary of the 10 signs 
of health identified in the 78 congre- 
gations studied. The one which reads: 
“I do not consider my church overly 
traditional.” How exactly is overly tradi- 
tional worship defined? Is it defined by 
strong biblically-based preaching in 
our Calvinist tradition? By a reliance 
on traditional forms of music and great 
hymns? By the rejection of the use of 
high-tech multimedia in our services? 
By the maintenance of a strong, tradi- 
tional liturgy? Or by all of the above 
and perhaps more? Let us refrain from 
assuming there is merit in a one-size- 
fits-all approach, which one might be 
tempted to conclude from the article. 

Need oriented evangelism (out- 
reach) scored the second lowest of the 
eight needs identified for a healthy 
church. I have long been of the view 
that empowering leadership, great 
preaching, great praise (through both 
hymns and service music) and outreach 
are the cornerstones for church priori- 
ties. If we get the primary needs right, 
the other essential needs will soon 
follow. This may require re-tooling 
both at Wynford Drive and at our theo- 
logical colleges. 

EDWARD STEWART, KINCARDINE, ONT. 


No Language Politics 
Re Moi je prefere Jean Cauvin, Sept. Letters 
Please let us not have arguments 
about which language names should be 
spelled. Next to be wanted will be that 
the Record be printed in two languages. 
But, that would still eliminate a lot of 
people in Canada. I want the Record to 
be printed in German! Let’s leave out 
the language politics, please! 
GERRY UMBACH, LYNN LAKE, MAN. 


Set an Example 
Re Court Tales, July/August 

A three per cent increase! I currently 
have had no increase in salary and have 
to take four unpaid days. 

I am single and support myself. I 
tithe monthly to my church, Canadian 
Feed the Children, Leprosy Mission and 
other charities. This year I increased my 
givings to my church by $25 and it was 
given to Presbyterians Sharing. I will 
now cancel it and perhaps give it some- 
where else; perhaps to Evangel Hall to 
feed people. 

I am also the church treasurer, so I 
see what the minister receives and their 
Cadillac benefit package. Our church 
is struggling financially, some of our 
members have lost their jobs. 

This blatant disregard for the tough 
economic times upsets me so much. 
I struggle going to work some days 
because I am tired and, yes, I count 
many blessings that God gives me every 
day. But a three per cent increase when 
people are losing their jobs! 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
should be the first line of defense when 
people lose their jobs and need help. 
But how can you help them when you 
are doing this yourselves? 

ISABELLA CUNNINGHAM, MISSISSAUGA, ONT. > 
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LETTERS 


he Pontius’ Puddle 


HOORAY, TRIPLE 
OVERTIME | 


ENCORE, 
ENCORE! 


(& THE SERMON 
RONS OVER 
AGAIN, T’M 
SWITCHING 


or 


aS 


SONDAY MORNING 


True Religions 

I read with great delight some 
wonderful articles in the July/August 
issue. But it was with disappointment 
that I found Dr. McLelland’s discus- 
sion of Islam. He appears to list Islam, 
Judaism, Hinduism and Buddhism as 
all being “ways to God.” 

The scriptures are very clear about 
the uniqueness of Jesus Christ. John’s 
test of orthodox understanding is: 
“God abides in those who confess 
that Jesus is the Son of God” (1 John 
4:15). The gospels give clear proofs of 
his divine nature. One is the resurrec- 
tion. The early preachers understood 
that they were “witnesses to the resur- 
rection,” that being a key point in their 
preaching. The gospels cite miracles 
as proof of his nature. We can list the 
transfiguration. Additionally there is 
Jesus’ own testimony to his nature. He 
blessed Peter for his answer to the ques- 
tion, “Who do you say that I am?” 

Our denomination would benefit 
from clearer statements about the 
divinity of Jesus. Paul warned Timothy 
as follows: “The time is coming when 
people will not put up with sound 
doctrine, but having itching ears, 
they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers to suit their own desires, and 
will turn people away from listening to 
the truth and wander away to myths.” 

REV. BOB ALLISON, NORTH VANCOUVER, B.C. 


I feel in order to show the affinity 
between Islam and Christianity, Dr. 
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McLelland went a little too far. Indeed, 
Islam recognises Jesus as one of the 
five most prominent prophets. It also 
subscribes to virgin birth, ascension 
and many miracles. But the faith and 
theological implications of this are 
vastly different in the two traditions. 
In fact, most of them are irreconcilable. 
Better understanding of Islam seems to 
be rationale for Dr. McLelland’s article. 
It is a must in a multi-faith society. 
But critical appreciation and balanced 
judgement are also essential for correct 
mutual understanding. 

Religion is an expression of innate 
human quest for meaning, transcen- 
dence and for a glimpse of the reality 
beyond reality. As such, one should 
not judge or evaluate a religion on 
the basis of its essence, but only in 
terms of its interpretation and imple- 
mentation by its propagators and 
proponents. 

McLelland evaluates Islam only 
in terms of its essence. Not in terms 
is what is being done in the name of 
Islam. A couple of days before I read 
this article, a family of eight Christians 
was massacred in Pakistan. It is inter- 
esting that the People of the Book— 
including the non-Sunni Muslims— 
are the biggest victims of this misin- 
terpretation and distortion of Islam. 
McLelland mentions the wrong done 
in the name of Christian faith. It is 
true but only to a limited extent. The 
Klan or Jim Jones did not commit these 
atrocities in the name of Christianity. 


Furthermore, the Christian condem- 
nation of such deeds, including that of 
slavery, led to their abolition. 

Islam’s contribution to science, 
medicine, architecture and philosophy 
is well known. Some scholars go as far 
as to attribute the European Renais- 
sance to Islam. In the writings of the 
Sufis one finds not only the best expres- 
sion of Islam but of religion itself. The 
famous Sufi poet Rumi writes: 

My heart holds within it every form. 

It contains a pasture for gazelles, 
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a monastery for Christian monks. 

There is a temple for idol worshipers, 

a holy shrine for pilgrims. 

There is a table for the Torah and 

the book of Koran. 

I follow the religion of Love and go 

whichever way His camel leads me. 

This is the true faith. 

This is true religion. 
A critical appreciation of Islam—by 
Muslims as well as non-Muslims— 
alone can give a balanced view of 
Islam. Honest self-criticism and open- 
ness has helped the Christian tradi- 
tion rid itself of some of its injustice 
and errors. Both Islam and Muslims 
would also be helped from this. I 
also believe that Christians can learn 
a great deal from Islam, especially in 
terms of commitment, submission 
and community spirit. 

CLARENCE MCMULLEN, RICHMOND HILL, ONT. 


People and Environment 

It was a sign of wholesome Christianity 
for Rev. Cheol Soon Park to pray for 
Canada’s oil industry. He recognizes 
how important oil is to the well-being 
of all of our people. 

Without sufficient energy, our envi- 
ronment will become a disaster as it is in 
parts of Africa where energy is in short 
supply. For fuel, people burn every tree 
that grows as well as the animal dung 
that might fertilize the soil. 

Park also recognizes that we 


Looking to Advertise in 
Presbyterian Record? 


have to make the system work for 
all of our people. Too often, people 
claiming to be environmentalists 
forget about people in their narrow 
approach to saving the planet. As 
God's people, we are just as much 
a part of the environment as every 
other living thing. 
Like Park, we need to be concerned 
about people and the environment. 
H. DOUGLAS LIGHTFOOT, BAIE D'URFE, QUE. 


Yes to Biennial Assemblies 
The July/August Record reports that 
presbyteries and synods will yet again 
study the issue of biennual assemblies 
and respond in 2010. 

When I was last a commissioner 
to the General Assembly in June 1994, 
that assembly voted against bien- 
nial assemblies, which was not how 
I voted. It seemed to me then, and 
seems to me more than 15 years later, 
that we do not need to meet every 
year. Think of the money we could 
save to be put to better use by Pres- 
byterians Sharing. What I did notice 
at the 1994 assembly, and I know it is 
the same in 2009, is that it is a chance 
for ministers to have a reunion with 
their cronies! But at what expense to 
us all? I urge all to vote for a biennial 
assembly! 

JEAN LAWRENCE, WEST VANCOUVER, B.C. 


Get the Name Right! 
Re Central, Hamilton, People and Places, 
July/August 

Central cannot be the home to two 
regiments as there are no regiments 
on the roll of battle in the Canadian 
army known as the Canadian Argylles 
or Sutherland Highlanders! 

Rather, the regiment is named the 
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders of 
Canada (Princess Louise’s). 

ALEX HART, NORTH VANCOUVER, B.C. 


Oops! 

We forgot to mention that it was Rev. 
Elias Morales on the cover of the July/ 
August issue. @ 


Evangel Hall Mission 


Our Drop-in Centre 
Needs Your Help 


Since last year, Evangel Hall Mission 
has seen a steady increase in people 
who use our drop-in services. 


During these tough economic times, 
we don't want to turn people away 
simply because we do not have 
enough room to accommodate 
everyone that comes to our 
door for support. 


One way we can ensure this doesn’t 
happen is by acquiring new tables 
for our drop-in centre. For many 
years, we've needed to replace 
our battered and worn down 
tables with new ones. 


New round tables would help 
increase seating capacity of the 
drop-in from 48 to 72 persons by 
adding two more seats per table. 


Round tables would also allow for 
easy movement when adjusting the 
room for the varied events. (We can 

roll them out of the way). 


Perhaps your church, or church 
group, would like to sponsor a table? 


Would you like to dedicate a table 
to a loved one? 


Please help us to help others 


Please contact Ann-Marie Morris for 
more information on how you can 
help: 416-504-3563 x 221 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 
552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 


Phone (416) 504-3563 


Fax (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR 0001 
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There are many stories in this one image: Place: Leggat’s Point, Que. 
Occasion: 125th anniversary of the building. Occasion: 50th anniversary 
of a shared ministry with Metis Beach United Church and the shared 
association with Rev. Dr. Stephen Hayes of the PCC and Rev. Robert 
Pentinga of the UCC, who is also celebrating the 50th anniversary of 
his ordination. Seen from left: Joan Craig, clerk of session; George Craig, 
elder; Hayes; Pentinga; William Peace, Metis Beach clerk of session. 


Rev. Mary Anne Grant attended Orangedale, 
Cape Breton, as alittle girl’ when her father, 
Rev. Charles A. MacDonald, was the minister 
there. This August she visited to cut the 
cake for the church's 80th anniversary, 

with Rev. Lloyd Murdock. 


Norman Matheson of St. 
John’s, Windsor, N.S., has 
been a representative elder 
for 24 of his 25 years on 
session. He's seen with the 
moderator of the Halifax/ 
Lunenburg presbytery, Rev. 
Gwen Roberts, and clerk, Rev. 
Dr.P. A. Sandy MacDonald. 
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For the last 30 years William (Bill) Steward 
served as a leader in First, New Westminster, 
B.C. He began as an assistant to the minister 
and later became the clerk of session. He 

has served diligently and faithfully in that 
Capacity for 22 years and has recently retired. 


Rev. Dr. Ted Siverns was in 
Taiwan earlier this year as a 
guest. He returns there as a 
guest lecturer at the Tainan 
Theological College. In the 
photo, a calmer moment over 
the summer in Kelowna as 
Ted and his wife, Betty were 
wished God speed by friends 
Rev. Betty McLagan, Marge 
Henry and Janie Goodwin. 


The children and youth of Saanich Peninsula, Sidney, B.C., researched three different 
PWS&D projects around the world, which they shared with the congregation, which 
they converted into a fundraiser equalling $2,367.88! 


PLEASE VISIT THE MONTHLY PNP PAGE AT WWW.PRESBYTERIANRECORD.CA FOR MORE. 

Rev. Harvey Self visits his youth at Camp Geddie. Chedoke, Hamilton, re-enacts a 
Classic scene with 12 charter members celebrating a relatively new ministry. The 
WMS of Knox, North Easthope, celebrates its 125th anniversary. The children of 
Calvin-Goforth, Saskatoon, raise money and buy pigs for PWS&D projects. And, John 
Calvin comes three times in three different guises to the Tatamagouche, N.S., pastoral 
charge. Speaking of which: as the most frequent contributors to PnP that charge has 
so many images On our website, one could make a slide show of its regular activities, 
Something any other church could do as well. www.presbyterianrecord.ca 
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The Mackays—Karen, Colin, Fraser and Keir—were one of three families who visited PWS&D partners and projects in the Livingstonia Synod, Malawi. 
The Mackays stayed at the home of Tinge Nyasulu and MacDonald Ndhlovu, seen here with their children and neighbour, Kettie Shongs. 


A Family in the Field 


An exposure tour proves mission can cross generations. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


“| WANT TO DO WHAT MY DAD DID 
17 years ago,” said 16-year-old Colin 
Mackay. “I want to get my medical 
license and go back to Livingstonia or 
Ekwendeni.” 

The aspiring doctor and his brother 
Keir, 14, joined their parents for a 
three-week exposure tour this August, 
visiting a mission in northern Malawi 
that has been pivotal to the family for 
two generations. 

In 1992, Dr. Fraser Mackay and his 
wife Karen, a professional communi- 
cator, quit their jobs, sold their car 
and set off to Malawi for a year-long 
stint with missions supported by Pres- 
byterian World Service and Develop- 
ment. He worked as superintendent 
of a hospital in Livingstonia and as 
one of three physicians in Ekwen- 
deni, about 20 km east of Mzuzu. She 
bought a 15-year-old car and set about 
gathering photographs, information 
and stories. 

“One of the greatest pleasures for 
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Karen and I [when we returned] was 
seeing how many of the projects that 
were being started when we were first 
in Malawi have really made a differ- 
ence,” said Fraser. “The public outreach 
programs were doing very well, and 
the indigenous people who had just 
started to take over leadership are now 
in major leadership roles.” 

A children’s nutrition centre in 
Ekwendeni, which 17 years ago was a 
fledgling project to help malnourished 
infants, has expanded to help mothers 
with HIV/AIDS prevent the disease 
from spreading to their offspring. The 
maternity ward remains the largest 
section of the hospital; although local 
staff said the average family size had 
been shrinking as the standard of 
living in the area improved, the overall 
population of Malawi has risen from 
just under 10 million in 1993 to over 
12 million by 2008. 

“I went over not really believing the 
stats,” noted Fraser, who now works in 


addiction and urgent care clinics in St. 
Catharines, Ont. “But I think everyone 
on the tour was overwhelmed by the 
number of children under five. It’s such 
a different demographic from what 
we’re used to in North America.” 

Colin said he was particularly struck 
when he met a 17-year-old boy who 
had been caring for four young siblings 
since his parents died of AIDS three 
years ago. “I’m almost 17,” he said. “I 
couldn’t do that.” 

“It was very important for us to 
bring our children so they could 
see firsthand many of these experi- 
ences we'd talked about as a family, 
but also so they could see the bigger 
picture and what the church is doing 
abroad,” Fraser said. “Now we’re 
looking back on that as a family, 
praying on that and asking, how can 
we get involved? How can we make a 
difference?” 

The Mackay’s tour was organized by 
Education for Mission. 
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‘Lost’ No Longer 


Calgary church continues to help Sudanese refugees. 


BY CONNIE PURVIS 


“YOU HEAR about things happening 
in places like Sudan, and the question 
is what can we as Christians here in 
North America do about this?” said 
Rev. Victor Kim, minister at Grace, 
Calgary. “And the answer is not a lot. 
But these young people can.” 

James Nguen was a terrified seven- 
year-old when he fled his home in 
southern Sudan. He came to Canada in 
2001, aged 19, following almost a decade 
in a Kenyan refugee camp. He is among 
more than 600 children and young 
people—known commonly as the lost 
boys and girls of Sudan—who were 
sent to Canada as refugees after Sudan’s 
Second Civil War ravaged the country 
in the 1980s. It pitted the predomi- 
nantly Muslim and Arab north against 
the mostly Christian and animist south, 
leaving about two million dead and 
25,000 children displaced or orphaned. 

“Coming to Canada, I was worried 
there would be strange people and a 
different culture,” Nguen said. “I was 
terrified; anything could happen.” 

As a refugee, he was required to 
repay the cost of his plane ticket, 
mandatory medical fees and other 
incidental expenses. But he struggled 
with the debts. It was at this point that 
he approached the church. 

To help would-be students, the 
congregation set up a fund to provide 
interest-free loans. These are repaid in 
monthly installments, and when the 
fund is no longer needed for educa- 
tional purposes, it will be available for 
the lost boys and girls to use in more 
entrepreneurial endeavours. 

“Part of my interest is in the soci- 
ology of compassion or what’s called 
‘social entrepreneurship,’” said Dr. 
Mark Durieux, a sociology professor and 
convener of the missions committee. 


“Every one of the lost boys and girls 
says: ‘I want to educate myself. I want to 
raise money. I want to contribute to the 
redevelopment of southern Sudan.’” 
Southern Alberta has become home 
to one of the largest growing groups 
of lost boys and girls. With help from 
Grace, about 60 young people in the 
area have created an association and 


“Coming to Canada, | was worried 
there would be strange people and 
a different culture. | was terrified; 
anything could happen” 


have begun to coordinate efforts to 
help rebuild their homeland. 

“Our hope is to be part of the recon- 
structing process of Sudan,” said Nguen, 
who currently serves as the associa- 
tion’s president and is completing his 
fourth year of study at the University of 
Calgary. “I realized when I went back this 
summer that everything I used to know 
there was destroyed. So we hope to help 
wherever we can with rebuilding.” 

“They’re going to become a genera- 
tion of leaders,” Kim said. “Our job is 
to help and equip and give hope to the 
community that’s here, because these 
lost boys and girls can go back and 
have a major impact.” 

The story of Nguen’s first return 
to southern Sudan was captured in 
The Long Journey Home, a documen- 
tary by independent filmmaker Rick 
Castiglione. You can find more infor- 
mation at cielopictures.com. 


TO LEARN BOUT THE LOST BOYS: 
gracecalgary.org/mission — 


In these trying 
times, strengthening 
our faith is more 
important than ever 


a lin ited time, 
you can 


The Thoughtful Christian 
provides affordable Web-based 
studies that offer unique 
opportunities to bring people 
together to share and deepen 
their faith. And to help 
accommodate busy schedules, 
each study comes with an easy- 
to-follow Leader’s Guide so 
anyone can lead a session. 


NEW STUDIES 
EVERY WEEK 
Adult * Youth * Parenting 
Current Events * Bible and Theology 
Popular Culture * Contemporary 
Issues* Spirituality * Christian Living 


Visit 


www.TheThoughtfulChristian.com 
for details 
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Canadian Churches Weigh 
in on U.S. Health Care 

As American media and _ lobbyists 
pointed northward to criticize pro- 
posed changes to the U.S. heath care 
system, the Canadian Council of Chur- 
ches defended Canadian health care, 
calling it a system guided by “affinity 
with the love of neighbour.” 

In letters to three of the U.S.s larg- 
est church bodies, the CCC suggested 
health care advocacy is directly rela- 
ted to “God's call to discipleship” and 
Canadian churches have played a role 
in shaping Canada’s system. 

“Over the years, we've had all kinds 
of conversations here through our 
ecumenical heath care network and 
with the Canadian government, and 
we thought we had experience and 
wisdom to share if it would be helpful 
to our American brothers and sisters,” 
said Rev. Dr. Karen Hamilton, general 
secretary of the CCC. “We believe 
Canada is well-served by the kind of 
health care we have, especially if it 
continues to make changes that chur- 
ches believe are important for justice 
and equity.” 

The letter was directed to the 
National Council of Churches, the 
United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops and the National Association 
of Evangelicals. 
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United Church Rejects 

Boycott of Israel 

Faced with opposition from Jewish groups 
and its own constituents, the United Church 
of Canada backed away from a national 
boycott of Israel at the church’s August 
General Council. 

A series of proposals sparked passionate 
debate and drew national media attention 
when they hit the floor of the national 
assembly in Kelowna, B.C. The most conten- 
tious included a“comprehensive boycott of 
Israeli academic and cultural institutions” 
in favour of direct support for Palestinian 
institutions, and the implementation of 
boycotts similar to those used against 
South Africa during apartheid. 

“The initial boycott proposal was totally 
unacceptable in our view,” said Bernie Far- 
ber, chief executive officer of the Canadian 
Jewish Congress, who attended the week- 
long meeting. He described background 
documents as “anti-Semitic” and “the kind 
of thing you'd expect to find on racist blogs 
on the net.” 

Commissioners distanced themselves 
from the supporting documentation, cal- 
ling the language used “provocative, unba- 
lanced and hateful.” The reports were pre- 
pared by the Toronto Conference's World 
Affairs Committee. 

In the end, the church dropped the pro- 
posals and voted to condemn human rights 
violations on both sides of the conflict. 

“Those who were concerned that the 
church would implement a boycott will 
be relieved that no national boycott will 
be undertaken,” said Bruce Gregersen, the 
church's officer for programs in a press 
release. “However, [the church] has stated 
its encouragement and recommendation 
to its member bodies, that they are free to 
study, discern, and pray, and to undertake 
their own initiatives, which may include 
economic boycotts as a means to ending 
the occupation.” 

Ferber said the CJC “grudgingly accepts” 
the church's decision.“We can agree to disa- 
gree. We never thought it was anti-Semitic 
to criticize Israeli policy. It becomes anti- 
Semitic when the country is so focused on, 


that it becomes out of proportion to any 
other democratic state in the world.” 

In the days leading up to the meeting, the 
World Council of Churches expressed sup- 
port for the United Church's “ongoing work 
for peace with justice in Israel-Palestine” in 
a public letter from WCC general secretary 
Rev. Dr. Samuel Kobia. The letter commends 
the church's “efforts to speak truth to power 
and to discern just solutions with love.” 


Camp Kintail Chapel 
Decommissioned 

Kintail campers, old and new, joined toge- 
ther on Aug. 3 to say farewell to a lakeside 
chapel that has served the PCC-owned 
camp for 80 years. 

The land under the rough benches and 
cross has been disputed for decades, but 
was found to belong to property owned by 
neighbouring cottagers. The family asked 
that it no longer be used for camp activities. 

“We'll start new memories with a new 
generation of campers,” said Rev. Theresa 
McDonald-Lee, camp director. Construc- 
tion of a new, larger chapel is planned for 
next spring. 


No Amalgamation for 

Stratford Churches 

A planned amalgamation of two down- 
town congregations in Stratford, Ont., was 
derailed after three years’ planning when 
the congregation at Knox voted down the 
move—though St. Andrew’s still decided 
to vote in favour. Presbytery finalized the 
decision in June. 

“It's disappointing because so many peo- 
ple from both congregations did so much 
work on this, just to have it all fall apart at 
the end,” said Rev. Terry Hastings, minister 
at Knox.”! wish two years ago, when the ini- 
tial vote was taken, that we'd bit the bullet 
about our buildings—no matter how hard 
it would have been to make the decisions.” 

Hastings refers to the central reason why 
Knox voted down the plan—because the con- 
gregation wasn't willing to part with its histo- 
rical building. Presbytery had advised both 
congregations to sell their aging—and increa- 
singly crumbling—buildings and begin a new 
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Presbyterian Musician and 
British Author Tour Canada 
Presbyterian minister and singer-songwriter 
Rev. Glen Soderholm will join English author 
Adrian Plass for a Story and Song Canadian 
tour this fall. 

The two World Vision spokespersons will 
visit 17 cities across the country in October 
and November, including a number of Presby- 
terian churches. 

Soderholm directs Movable Feast Resources 
(moveablefeastresources.com), a ministry 
consulting organization that encourages 
vibrant worship in local congregations. Plass 
is author of more than 30 books including The 
Sacred Diary of Adrian Plass and Stress Family 
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Robinson. 


congregation in a new facility. A new name— 
Grace Church—had even been chosen. 

Because of Knox's decision, several of the 
visionaries who were key in leading the original 
amalgamation plans left Knox for St. Andrew's. 
“They felt they couldn't continue to work in a 
ministry setting that was about the building, 
so they went down the street in hopes of still 
working towards the Grace Church vision,” 
Hastings told the Record.’They’re hoping the 
vision will still come to fruition.” 

Rev. Hugh Jones, minister at St. Andrew’s, 
said session adopted the mission and 
values statements worked out during the 
amalgamation planning, and the amalga- 
mation mantra—New Life, Strong Roots— 
will become part of the congregation's life. 

“The congregation must rebuild, and in 
a sense of health and hope, look beyond 
today and certainly beyond the work of the 
past three years,” said Jones. “We are star- 
ting anew, and trusting that the Holy Spirit 
will lead through the desert. It is actually 
exciting! The rebuilding so far has been in 
the areas of a welcoming strategy, educa- 
tion and stewardship. 

“The issue of a new facility is not an 
immediate concern, but perhaps it might 
be a longer-term dream for us.” 

Knox, which carries a debt of about 
$240,000 and a building that simply must 
be repaired, according to Hastings, was 


instructed by presbytery to set in place a 
debt elimination plan. A congregational 
meeting was scheduled for October to get 
this process started. St. Andrew's (along 
with Knox) must submit quarterly financial 
statements to presbytery as it strives to les- 
sen its deficit as well. 
But Hastings is pessimistic. 


The central reason why Knox voted down 
the plan was because the congregation 
wasn't willing to part with its 
historical building 


“Unless the congregation is prepared to 
really sacrifice, there's no way they'll be able to 
overcome the financial challenge that exists. 

“My concern is that in an effort to save 
the building, the congregation will exhaust 
itself. So in contrast to the vision of a new 
church, people will say, ‘I can’t do this any- 
more,’and will walk away.” 

Hastings said that until a couple of years 
ago, the national church had few resources 
to support churches contemplating or 
undertaking an amalgamation. Since then, 
many have been developed in light of what 
happened at Knox and St. Andrew’s—a 
necessary development according to 
Hastings since aging buildings and finan- 
cial concerns are quickly becoming the 
norm for many Presbyterians. 


Rev. Glen Soderholm 


Still, he has hope that others can learn 
from this saga. 

“My hope would be that the church at 
large would be reminded that ministry is 
always so much more than our structures,” 
said Hastings, “and to see how much our 
structures inhibit our mission from coming 
to the fore.” 

“Remember always to communicate 
everything carefully,” said Jones, weighing 
in on what he thinks others can take away 
from his congregation's experience. “Be 
patient ... Realize that what seems like a 
good idea is probably a good idea if it is 
put before the Lord for refinement. Rea- 
lize also that some human beings don’t 
always seek the Lord's will the way others 
might ... Don’t take things for granted. 
God may have other plans to make his 
truth known.” 


An LMA Welcome 


Sheryl Sutton joined the church's Planned 
Giving office in mid-August, replacing long- 
time program coordinator Joan Masterton. 

For four of the five years Masterton 
spent at national offices, she studied part- 
time at Knox College, Toronto. She returned 
to full-time studies in September to com- 
plete a Master of Divinity degree and will 
seek ordination as a minister of Word and 
Sacrament. @ 
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LETTER FROM 
CHINA 


Harried Traffic and Heat in China 


A month of teaching English begins. BY DAVID PHILLIPS 


David Phillips, staff person at the Vine 
Helpline and retired high school teacher 
with 34 years’ experience, traveled to 
China this summer for the second year 
in a row. He was part of the Amity Foun- 
dation’s Summer English Program where 
volunteers spend four weeks to help rural 
school teachers master the language they 
themselves have to teach. Phillips was in 
China for the month of July. This month, 
the Record includes the first of three letters 
he wrote while in China. 


14 Presbyterian Record 


PART ONE 

THE 14.5-HOUR FLIGHT to Shanghai 
was long but smooth, and fortunately 
uneventful. When I arrive, there are 
four health officials who board the 
plane to do health tests. If you’re found 
to have a temperature, you’re quaran- 
tined, as are the people around you. 


You need to look both ways on 
one-way streets, and crosswalks 
don’t mean much. Red lights 
are merely suggestions 


They are quick, and luckily, I pass. 

On Sunday I take the train to Nanjing 
for the teaching orientation. While 
here, I visit the Amity Printing Press, 
which produces the most Bibles in the 
world—over 56 million so far. I bought 
a couple of New Testaments in Chinese 
and English. My other visit was to the 
Massacre Museum. I visited it last year 


Left: The author (right) with Chinese liaison 
Hong Ni, and teachers Jane Coates and 
Sonia Jackson from England. Below: A not-so 
harried street in Ma’anshan, China. 


and returned since it is so well done. 

Finally, we are transported to 
Ma’anshan, a city of about one million, 
where we will do our teaching. We are in 
Anhui province, in a hotel on the Anhui 
University of Technology campus. 

It’s about a 10-minute walk to the 
Foreign Language School where we are 
teaching. Since I am the team leader, I 
have to deliver a speech at the opening 
ceremonies. I am responsible for 18 
middle school teachers. My team- 
mates, both from England, have 15 
primary teachers and 11 middle school 
teachers, respectively. We have formed 
a good team and work well together. 

Our teacher-students are a wonderful 
group of teachers ranging from three 
months of teaching experience to 22 
years. As always, we teach our students 
oral English but this year, since I am 
part of a pilot project, we are concen- 
trating on teaching techniques and 
strategies as well. The teachers ask a 
lot of questions, particularly about 
Canada and teachers there. In China, 
the classes range from 35-45 minutes 
and my teachers here tell me that, 
though it’s hard to imagine, they have 
from 40-72 in a class. 

The weather is very hot. Right now, 
at 9:30 p.m., it is 28 C and 41 with the 
humidity. And the traffic here is crazy. 
You need to look both ways on one-way 
streets, and crosswalks don’t mean 
much. Red lights are merely sugges- 
tions. However, the Chinese people are 
friendly and try hard to communicate. 
They love to meet foreigners and have 
an appreciation for Canadians. | just 
wish it would cool down a bit. 

Better go for now. I wish you all the 
best from Ma’anshan. @ 


Part two of this series runs in the November issue 
of the Presbyterian Record. 
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Givings Decline 


PWS&D budget shortfall may hit partner organizations in 2010. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


THE CHURCH'S national development 
agency is projecting a shortfall of nearly 
half a million dollars in 2009, marking 
the first time in recent history that it 
may have to reduce program support. 

As of early September, donations 
to Presbyterian World Service and 
Development were down 45 per cent 
compared to average donation levels 
between 2004 and 2008. 

“We have reserves that will cover the 
difference for the year, but it will mean 
cutting back on some of our commit- 
ments to partners,” said Kenneth 
Kim, director of PWS&D. Although he 
noted the agency would do its best to 
“cushion” its partners, “over the long 
term it just means we won’t be able to 
do as much, and the needs are great. 
Our programs have been growing over 
the past 10 years and this would be the 
first time we’re cutting back.” 

The agency launched an appeal 
in mid-September, hoping to garner 
last minute support before the end of 
the year. 

As program staff worked on the budget 
for 2010, the agency still stood more 
than $1.5 million away from the $2.3 
million it budgeted for the current year. 
Next year’s budget will be completed 
in October, but can be revised early in 
2010 based on analysis of complete 2009 
financial information. 

“Staff are analyzing programs and 
may not renew those that are coming to 
their natural end,” said Colleen McCue, 
coordinator for finance and adminis- 
tration. But she remained hopeful that 
support would increase and the cuts 
would be slight as a result. 

Although Kim suggested the economic 
downturn may have contributed to the 
shortfall, and a year with few major 
natural disasters meant relief work was 
rarely in the headlines, he admitted 


declining donations 
could simply reflect a 
declining church. 

“We don’t have as 
many members as in 
the past,” he said. “But 
we don’t want to lose 
momentum with our 
partners. _ Eradicating 
poverty isn’t a one-time 
deal. Its multi-sectoral 
and you have to come 
at it from a number of 
angles and it takes years 
to change things. But 
we have success stories. 
There are places where 
life is much _ better 
because of the contribu- 
tions of Canadian Presbyterians.” 

As the Record went to print, support 
from Taiwanese communities was 
pouring in, earmarked for relief efforts 
after the deadliest typhoon in Taiwan’s 


As of early September, donations to Presbyterian World 
Service and Development were down 45 per cent compared 
to average donation levels between 2004 and 2008. 


history hit on Aug. 2. 

A fundraising concert for PWS&D 
will take place at Glenview, Toronto on 
Oct. 23. Email pwsd@presbyterian.ca for 
more information. @ 
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WORLD NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


WCC Needs More Women 


ENI—Three women who serve as _presi- 
dents of the World Council of Churches 
have expressed “considerable concern and 
great disappointment” about the lack of 
women in senior staff leadership positions 
in the world’s biggest church grouping. 

Speaking in early September to a meet- 
ing in Geneva of the WCC’s central com- 
mittee, Mary Tanner of the Church of En- 
gland, who is the WCC's president for Eu- 
rope, said the three women were “sad that 
we've moved away from the hard-won 
commitment” to the goal of equal parti- 
cipation between women and men in the 
life of the WCC. 

The WCC's six program directors are all 
men, as are six “key management person- 
nel” from the general secretary down, with 
the exception of the executive director for 
planning and integration, who is retiring at 
the end of September. 

The central committee unanimously ap- 
proved a recommendation that “those re- 
sponsible for staff appointments give due at- 
tention to regional, confessional and gender 
balances, particularly the presence of women 
in all levels of staff leadership groups.” 


We Like Minarets 


ENI—The Swiss Council of Religions, which 
includes Jewish, Christian and Muslim lea- 
ders, has issued a statement rejecting a call 
for the country to ban the construction of 
minarets at mosques. 
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“For the members of a religious com- 
munity, religious buildings are not only 
places to gather but also a symbol of their 
faith and an expression of their reverence 
for God. For many Muslims, therefore, mos- 
ques need to have minarets,” the council 
stated in a five page declaration published 
on Sept. 2. 

“The prohibition of minarets would in- 
jure these people in their dignity and their 
basic right to practise their religion,” the 
council warned. 

The initiative to ban the construction 
of minarets was submitted on July 8, 2008 
with just under 115,000 signatures, and will 
be voted on by Swiss citizens in a national 
referendum in November. 

According to the council, the statement is 
the first time the national body, composed 
of Jews, Christians and Muslims, has issued 
a joint statement about a matter being vo- 
ted on by Swiss citizens. 


New WCC General Secretary 


WcC—Norwegian theologian Rev. Dr. Olav 
Fykse Tveit was elected seventh general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches 
during its central committee meeting in 
August. At 48, Tveit will be the youngest ge- 
neral secretary since Willem A. Visser ‘t Ho- 
oft who led the WCC while it was forming 
more than 60 years ago. 

“This task | really feel is the call of God. | 
feel that we have a lot to do together,” said 
Tveit in his acceptance speech. He stres- 
sed the spirit of unity that dominated the 
whole process and expressed hope that 
it will continue to reign in the common 
journey. 

Since 2002, Tveit has been the general 
secretary of the Church of Norway Council 
on Ecumenical and International Relations, 
and is a member of the WCC Faith and Or- 
der Plenary Commission. 

Tveit was one of two candidates stand- 
ing for election to the WCC’s highest 
administrative post. He will replace out- 
going general secretary Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Kobia who in February 2008 informed the 
council he would not seek a second term 
in office. 


Presbyterians Petition Obama 


ENI— Members of the Presbyterian Church 
in Taiwan have written an open letter to 
President Barack Obama asking that his ad- 
ministration review U.S. policy to China and 
Taiwan and reiterate the need to respect 
the island's independence. 

“The future of Taiwan and our destiny 
as a people in Taiwan may be in jeopardy,” 
said the recent letter, which comes as Oba- 
ma plans a visit to China in November. The 
unsettled status of Taiwan is likely to be an 
issue of discussion between the president 
and Chinese President Hu Jintao. 

Taiwan has in effect functioned as an in- 
dependent country for 60 years but Beijing 
views the island nation as a renegade pro- 
vince of China. 

The Taiwan Presbyterians declared that 
“human rights are God-given,” and that the 
right of self-determination is a principle 
supported by the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. They asked the U.S presi- 
dent “to recognise that Taiwan and China 
are two separate countries, and cooperate 
with all peace and justice-loving countries 
in the world to prevent China from taking 
over Taiwan by force or any other means.” 


Join Ramadan Fasts 


ENI/RNS—London Mayor Boris Johnson 
called on the city’s millions of residents to 
join Muslims in fasting for at least a day dur- 
ing the Islamic observance of Ramadan to 
better understand Islam. 

Then, says Johnson, Londoners should 
break their fast by visiting one of the nume- 
rous mosques that dot the British capital. 

Johnson, speaking at the East London 
Mosque and London Muslim Centre in 
September, said such an experience could 
demonstrate a welcoming of Muslims into 
Britain’s mainstream society. 

“Muslims are challenging the traditional 
stereotypes and showing that they are, and 
want to be, a part of the mainstream com- 
munity,” Johnson said. 

Some 1.6 million Muslims in Britain’s 
population of 61 million people are esti- 
mated to observe Ramadan, which ended 
on Sept.20. @ 
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God must be smiling. BY ANDREW FAIZ 


y 10-week contract at the Record has now reached 
M: 60th month. Over the years I have been privi- 

leged (as I’ve said before) to sit in the best seat in 
the house to witness a church go through some powerful 
growth pains. That growth is not in numbers—as David 
Harris noted last month in his editorial, the numbers 
continue to drop: the number of subscribers, the number of 
church members. This bad news will continue unabated— 
but is this a bad thing? 

Well, of course it is, you know ... I have a mortgage to 
cover and fewer readers of this wonderful monthly makes 
that tougher. Similarly, shrinking memberships apply 
greater pressure on heating 
and human resources bills. 
Pulpits go empty because the 
small handful of the faithful 
can’t raise the funds to pay for 
a minister. No ministers means 
the others in presbytery have to 
do more of the work. But, they 
already have too much on their 
. hands—their congregations are struggling; there aren’t 
_ the supports available two decades ago. And what about 
the missions? The missions need support. And: cultural 
and societal cache is slipping away; in an era of post-this 
and multi-that the church is stripped of its power and 
position. It is the naked church, without the finery of 
custom, tradition, ritual, even history and perhaps even 
hierarchy. 

To which I have only one thought: God must be smiling! 

So, what is this new thing called church? 

Since it is my fifth anniversary this month let me be a 
bit self-aggrandizing: what is church? In this issue you'll 
find Rev. David Webber asks that question. And Rev. Calvin 
Brown. And Rev. Dr. Roland DeVries. And Liz Stark, who is 
reverential when it comes to her passion for mission. In fact 
I like to think everything published every month in this 
magazine asks that question. 

I stepped away from my post the past two months and 
handed this column over to two people whose combined 


So, what is this new thing called 
church? It’s Alex and Christina; 
and not just because they’re 
young because they will grow 
older (it happens to the best of us) 


age does not equal mine. I hope you read them: they 
talked about church. They discussed their vision of church. 
Alex Luyckx learned another way to pray. Alex has been 
involved in Presbyterian youth programs for years—his 
faith is deep and sincere and powerful. And there he was at 
Canada Youth 2009 learning something; something basic 
and primal, all over again. That’s a story of rebirth; a lesson, 
a parable for us all. 

And Christina Gillard wrote about being at General 
Assembly. She wrote: “I came to assembly expecting my faith 
to be lessened. I expected the political aspects to overpower 
the spiritual aspects. I thought that, through knowledge of 
the inner struggles of our church, I 
would lose my centre and faith in 
our system. I came ignorant but left 
enlightened. We [YARs] left with a 
faith that was rooted in our hearts 
and a community made stronger by 
our love in Christ.” 

Another parable of somebody 
who feared she was going to enter 
(and this is me putting words into her mouth) the valley 
of the shadow of death. And she feared no evil. In fact, she 
grew stronger. What a story! 

So, what is this new thing called church? It’s Alex and 
Christina; and not just because they’re young because they 
will grow older (it happens to the best of us) and through 
their twenties and thirties enter those dark years when the 
church does everything it can to shut out their voices. No, 
it’s Christina and Alex and Liz and tens of thousands who are 
willing to test their faith, deepen it, to expand their horizons 
and self awareness, to not only find new ways of doing things 
but richer ways of experiencing God in their lives. 

And I get to witness this. Watching the steady disas- 
sembling of the Ozymandian church, smug in its power, 
ossified in its rituals and rules, it is easy to give up hope, 
to turn away. But from my particular view, looking out 
across my desk, I see thousands of faint lights and I realize 
that is the church. Not the darkness, but those flickering 
candles. @ 
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t’s Canada Day and I am more than a little exhausted 
and disoriented as I write this. Linda and I just got back 
from New Zealand a day or so ago. We were there on a 
whirlwind speaking tour for two weeks at the invitation 
of the Synod of Otago and Southland of the Presbyterian 
Church of Aotearoa New Zealand (see synod.org.nz or 
presbyterian.org.nz). We got linked up with these fine folks 
through the quadrennial International Rural Church Asso- 
ciation meeting held in Brandon in July 2007, where I had 
been invited to say a few things (irca.is). Something I said 
must have resonated with the Presbyterian folks attending 
from New Zealand for we ended up being mentioned in an 
interdenominational rural newsletter. 

The Synod of Otago mission advisor, Bruce Fraser saw it. 
He came to visit our mission work in the Cariboo/Chilcotin 
near Christmas that same year, touring during a very busy 
three-day period. He really hit it off with all of us and was 
quite taken with what we were up to. Bruce could see all 
kinds of applications for an interdenominational rural house 
church ministry like ours working in New Zealand (see cari- 
boopresbyterianchurch.bc.ca for more info about us). Back 
in New Zealand, Bruce and the Synod of Otago and South- 
land began working on their first ever rural church confer- 
ence and yours truly got invited to be the keynote speaker. 
Prior to the conference, which was held in Balclutha, we 
visited Auckland, Whakatane and Wellington on the North 
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Island and Westport, Reefton, Greymouth, Christchurch, 
Timaru, Dunedin, Invercargill and Cromwell on the South 
Island. We addressed rural church groups, led workshops, 
and spoke to various national, synod and presbytery church 
leaders. At the end of the conference, I was even able to 
spend a brief time chatting with Right Rev. Dr. Graham 
Redding, currently Moderator of the General Assembly and 
Principal of the Knox Centre for Ministry and Leadership in 
Dunedin, which is the sole PCANZ equivalent of our three 
theological schools. Except for about a thousand bucks for 
travel and grub to get us to and from Vancouver, which we 
covered ourselves, our trip was totally funded by the Synod 
of Otago and Southland. 

The above itinerary pretty much explains my Canada 
Day exhaustion, but let me tell you about the disorienta- 
tion. Visiting New Zealand was kind of like a through-the- 
looking-glass experience for me. Everything in New Zealand 
was very similar to Canada but very often a mirror image. 
The incredible landscapes of sea, plains and mountains 
were very similar to Canada but instead of being spread 
over thousands of kilometers, the landscape was jammed 
into a small space less than one-third the size of B.C. The 
highways looked the same and so did the cars but the cars 
all drove on the wrong side of the road and everything in 
the cars was a mirror image of ours. The pedestrians looked 
just like ours but they walked on the opposite side of the 
street and tended to have absolutely no rights 
with regards to cars, seemingly being consid- 
ered little more than moving targets. 

Canada and New Zealand share the same 
queen, have the same parliamentary democ- 
racy and both have an economy driven by 
farming, fishing, forestry and mining but 


New Zealand is known for 
being one of the world’s 
most free market econo- 
mies and Canada for being 
one of the most regulated. 
The difference is palpable 
everywhere. The bulk of 
the population of Canada 
and New Zealand share 
the same European roots, 
exhibit the same polite and 
welcoming attitudes but 
in New Zealand the entre- 
preneurial spirit is every- 
where; in Canada it seems 
to be everywhere absent 
these days. We share the 
same sun but it hangs in 
opposite positions in the 
sky. We both are geograph- 
ically very close to our 
magnetic poles, but again they are opposite. Linda and I 
were so disorientated while in New Zealand we could not 
get any directions right. We finally chalked it up to the 
biochemical effect of opposite magnetic poles and a con- 
spiracy involving penguins. 

The through-the-looking-glass disorientation was no 
more pronounced for me than when dealing with the 
church. In New Zealand, it was the same Presbyterian 
Church, from the same Scottish stock, with the same the- 
ology and polity, but with a mirror image approach to 
change. In Canada, in my opinion, particularly amongst its 
ordained ministers, theological schools and General Assem- 
bly church offices and officials, the Presbyterian Church 
approaches the need for real change as though it was of 
the devil. Anyone with any turf to protect hangs on for 
dear life. Presbyterians in New Zealand seem to approach 
necessary change like it is normal and get on with it. Bruce 
Fraser told me that in his opinion it came out of the Kiwi 
experience of being isolated and having to make do and 
make things work. He said that New Zealanders had to 
adopt the attitude of the Kiwi farmer, that anything could 
be repaired and made to work with a bit of number-eight 
wire (Canadian translation: “haywire”). Change in the 
New Zealand church always relates to need, not style, and 
when the need arises the approach is the entrepreneurial 


[Presbyteries] are able to ordain a person with 
the sense of the call and a gift for the ministry 


number-eight wire prag- 
matism that New Zealand- 
ers are famous for. 


JOINED CONGREGATIONS 
How this pragmatism has 
affected rural ministry in 
New Zealand seemed to 
me to be nothing short of 
amazing. Most Presbyterian 
tural congregations now 
have been joined with sev- 
eral other congregations in 
order to make a parish min- 
istry with one single ad- 
ministrative council. This 
makes things administra- 
tively very efficient for the 
rural church. 


UNION CONGREGATIONS 
In some places, out of a failed attempt at organic union in 
the 70s between five different denominations, where there 
were perhaps two or more rural congregations of different 
denominations running side by side in some rural areas, and 
where it is pragmatic, they have formed Union Congrega- 
tions. These congregations will often have one building in 
a village and one minister, but still relate to all denomina- 
tions, usually Methodist and Presbyterian. In Reefton we vis- 
ited one such congregation and I could not get over how the 
interdenominational nature of the Union church allowed 
the congregation, and especially the pastor and his wife, 
to function as a chaplain for the whole community, from 
school to tourist facility. It was amazing and very touching. 


COOPERATING PARISHES 

Where there are several struggling congregations of various 
denominations in a rural area they often form Cooperat- 
ing Parishes—folding several congregations, ministries and 
administrations into one, but operating in several locales 
with one administration and pastor. The PCANZ is involved 
in around 118 Union and Cooperating Parishes, with the 
Anglican Church, Associated Churches of Christ, the Con- 
gregational Union and Methodist churches. On paper the 
cooperating parish idea seems like a recipe for an admin- 
istrative nightmare and in some senses I am sure that > 
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it is, but on the ground in 
rural communities, New 
Zealand pragmatism some- 
how makes it all work effec- 
tively. We spent a day with 
the pastor and people of St. 
Andrew’s Cooperating Par- 
ish in the South Canterbury 
region serving the commu- 
nities of St Andrews, Pare- 
ora, Makikihi, and all the 
surrounding areas inland 
to the Hunter Hills. This 
Cooperating Parish was 
formed primarily between 
Anglicans and Presbyteri- 
ans back in 1975 (see www. 
chch.anglican.org.nz/ 
main/standrews). It is in 
a rural area that is rapidly 
changing as many of the 
small family sheep farms are transitioning to huge dairy 
holdings dedicated to the overseas milksolids industry. 
In this Cooperating Parish I was amazed by the depth of 
understanding and the concern shown for the stresses their 
changing community was experiencing. They did not talk 
about church survival in the midst of change, but rather 
how to serve people whose lives were in tumult because 
of it. They were deeply interested in how a house church 
model might facilitate their serving. Just another example 
of the efficacy of number eight wire pragmatism. 


LOCAL ORDAINED MINISTER 

In rural Presbyterian parish areas where there is a person 
with the sense of call and gifts for ministry but with- 
out the qualifications of the national church for ordina- 
tion, presbyteries are able to ordain this person as a Local 
Ordained Minister. This person is ordained to Word and 
Sacrament only in one particular parish. This person nor- 
mally receives in-service education from the Knox Centre 
for Ministry and Leadership that is especially designed for 
Local Ordained Ministers. 


NATIONAL ORDAINED MINISTER 
The LOM can eventually go on in training, if the call and gifts 
are there, to enroll in the training for National Ordained Min- 


Where there are several struggling congregations... 
they often form Cooperating Parishes 


istry. NOM also has a direct 
route of a three-year theo- 
logical degree and two years 
of internship. NOM applies 
across the church when it 
is completed. When one 
is going into it from Local 
Ordained Ministry, this edu- 
cation is largely an in-service 
model. I met a number of 
pastors who had started out 
as Local Ordained Ministers 
and over time had completed 
their educational qualifica- 
tions for national ordina- 
tion. They all were deeply 
appreciative of the effective- 
ness of being able to develop 
their call and their education 
while they served. 


LOCAL MINISTRY TEAM 

Some rural parishes opt not to have an ordained pastor but 
rather to have a voluntary Local Ministry Team, groups 
of parishioners to take care of all three areas of ministry: 
administration, worship and pastoral care. The LMT is a 
kind of corporate pastor and will often function, at least 
for a time, under the care of a Resource Minister or advi- 
sor. The Local Ministry Team will have ordination applied 
to it with certification by presbytery given to one or more 
of its members to perform the sacraments, but only as part 
of the whole team’s ministry. The Knox Centre for Minis- 
try and Leadership also provides training for LMTs. I made 
the mistake of asking two people who served on a LMT if 
this was just an interim arrangement to tide their churches 
over until they could once again afford a real minister. After 
they finished scraping the sheep dung off their boots on my 
teeth, they adamantly stressed that most congregations that 
went the route of forming Local Ministry Teams wouldn’t 
choose to go back to ministers. 


AUTHORIZED ELDERS 

Where it is needed, the assembly has also given presbytery 
the power to authorize elders to serve the sacraments in 
any parish, for that parish only, regardless of whether or 
not there is a NOM, LOM or LMT. The parish requests > 
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I caught a full dose of Kiwi pragmatism towards change in the church. 
If we are going to remain faithful ... change has to be addressed by the church 


this of the presbytery. The authorization lasts for a year and 
needs to be renewed. 


AMORANGI MINISTRY 

There is also a fifth strand of ordination in the PCANZ, 
similar to the LOM, and it applies only to the Maori Synod, 
Te Ako Puaho. It is called the Amorangi Ministry and train- 
ing is developed especially for it. (For more information on 
New Zealand’s strands of ordained ministry visit presbyte- 
rian.org.nz/1567.0.html.) 

The above pragmatic approaches, particularly as they 
apply to rural mission and ministry, are revitalizing the 
church in the rural areas of New Zealand. One key to all 
of this is the Knox Centre for Ministry and Leadership. 
Another key seems to be the revitalization of the elder- 
ship in the church. They are leading the way in facilitat- 
ing change in ministry and in preparation for ministry 
for rural areas. 


CARIBOO/CHILCOTIN 


So what were we up to in New Zealand besides getting dis- 
oriented by all this through-the-looking-glass stuff? Well it 
turns out that what we are doing in the Cariboo/Chilcotin 
with a regional, rural, interdenominational congregation 
of house churches and the extensive thinking that has 
gone into its development is thought to be quite innova- 
tive by the Kiwis. They have yet to really try a congregation 
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of interdenominational rural house churches and have not 
really developed any extensive theology around it. And so 
they looked to us, and our 20 years of experience. 

Presenting what we do in our rural congregation of 
house churches in the Cariboo-Chilcotin and the thinking 
behind it to a large sector of rural church leaders who actu- 
ally are interested in replicating what we have done, was 
the high point of my experience in the church. The people 
were as keen and as receptive as any speaker could ever 
hope for, but more that that, eager to put wheels under 
our ideas in their own context. In the end, what was really 
disorientating for me, not to mention disheartening, was 
why I had to travel all the way to New Zealand to do what I 
did. Our ministry of rural house churches is well loved and 
sacrificially supported by the people and structures of the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada, as long as it is “not in my 
back yard.” For the main part, the leadership and scholar- 
ship of our denomination have ignored our modeling of 
rural ministry. 

So here I sit and ponder, What did I bring back with me 
from New Zealand? I didn’t catch the swine flu but I think 
I caught a full dose of Kiwi pragmatism towards change in 
the church. If we are going to remain faithful in bearing 
Christ in the diversity of rural areas of Canada, whatever 
else has to happen, it seems to me change in the following 
three areas has to be addressed by the church. 


ACT AND THINK 

INTERDENOMINATIONALLY 

The first is we have to begin to think and act 
interdenominationally, and by using the word 
interdenominational I am not talking about 
the mainline church but the whole of the 
Christian church. There is absolutely no room 
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for fierce denominational- 
ism in Canada’s rural areas. 
Interdenominational coop- 
erative ventures have to 
become the norm and to do 
this it takes a huge amount 
of humility and love. In 
my context of the Cariboo- 
Chilcotin, especially within 
the close quarters and inti- 
macy of house church, 
we have had to learn to 
love and respect and work 
together for Christ, in spite 
of a wide variety of greatly 
different Christian theo- 
logical perspectives and 
practices. My theological 
training not only did not 
prepare me for this but 
actually trained me against 
it. To get through theologi- 
cal school, I had to toe the 
line of liberal theological scholasticism, and adopt the 
attitude that anything substantially different was not only 
wrong but also intolerable. As one of my contemporaries 
put it just before I tried to throttle him, “It is better to 
have no theology than the wrong theology.” To minister 
in an interdenominational rural setting I had to work hard 
to step out of this liberal fundamentalism and to learn 
to understand and appreciate and communicate with a 
wide variety of people with widely differing theologies. 
To do interdenominational ministry in rural Canada we 
need theological institutions that are dedicated to teach- 
ing theological diversity and respect to those who will be 
leaders on the ground. 


DEVELOP RURAL-BASED THEOLOGICAL TRAINING 

The second thing that has to change is related to the above. 
Rural people need to be practically equipped for ministry 
in their rural context. We desperately need our theologi- 
cal schools to begin to address this. But in addressing this 
what is needed is a complete shift in thinking and prac- 
tice. This shift is best summed up in the following phrase: 
Theological schools and institutions need to begin to think 
in terms of training the whole people of God, the laos, and 
as they do this, they need to think in terms of “in service 


I can find no clear warrant in scripture 
for the practice of ordination to Word and 
Sacrament as we now practice it 


education” rather than “dis- 
tance education.” The dif- 
ference between “in service 
education” and “distance 
education” seems profound 
and obvious to me. It is a 
huge difference in attitude 
and practice that sees the 
center of learning as being 
the rural context, not the 
theological school or insti- 
tution. This means that the 
one who has to transport 
and translate itself is not 
the rural person but the 
educational institution. 


EQUIP THE LAITY 

The third change that is 
absolutely necessary for 
rural ministry has to do 
with how we approach 
the ministry of Word and 
Sacrament. Many times, and for many different reasons, 
now and especially in the future, the rural church will 
not have an ordained minister leading it. New Zealand 
has met this reality head on by developing five streams of 
ordination, four of which address the laity. I would sug- 
gest in Canada we should go a different route. I can find 
no clear warrant in scripture for the practice of ordina- 
tion to Word and Sacrament as we now practice it. I can 
find no place in scripture that even obliquely says that the 
one who is ordained to the office of minister is the sole 
celebrant when it comes to the sacraments. We need to 
appreciate that baptism is entry to the Table, and baptism 
is all that is necessary to be the celebrant with regards 
to the Table. It does not seem to me to be a big job to 
adequately equip faithful baptized Christians to be able 
and good celebrants with regard to the sacraments. It is a 
much more biblical and a more difficult job to adequately 
train overseers (episkope) as well as equip the laos to be 
preachers and teachers, and this is where most of the hard 
work needs to be done. m 


Rev. David Webber is a minister of the Cariboo, B.C., house 
church ministry. He is the author of several books and a columnist 
with the Presbyterian Record. 
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Rethinking 
Mission 


Fallingbrook does what it takes. BY LIZ STARK 


Agency’s November meeting: The national church 

must change how it thinks about mission, or risk 
losing touch with congregations.” (Presbyterian Record, 
January 2009). At the level of the congregation, we too 
have had to rethink the way we do mission. 

For many years now, I have served on the mission 
committee at Fallingbrook, Scarborough, Ont. Fallingbrook 
has a small congregation, which has been blessed with 
generous givers who year after year meet their approved 
amount for Presbyterians 
Sharing and support a 
number of special projects 
that the mission committee 
puts forward. 

The mission committee 
had a desire to work on 
greening the church. This 
is an area of much concern 
and discussion in the 
popular press. Should the 
church assume the role of 
leader, not that of bystander? We consider that mission 
means “doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly 
with God.” Considering the disastrous effects of global 
warming on the poor of the world, any plans to lessen the 
carbon footprint of the rich world must certainly fall into 
the scope of Christian mission. Moreover, stewardship of 
the earth has always been a part of Christian theology. 

With this in mind, many of our new projects had to 
do with the environment. In March, we held the first- 
ever Earth Hour service, using materials from the peace 
and justice agency KAIROS. This gave us a kick start for 
our mission project through Lent, which came about in 
a serendipitous way. In 2005, I had visited Malawi with a 


4d | was a common message at the Life and Mission 
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Through partnering with other churches, 

whether Presbyterian or not, and through 

creative but current projects which allow 

us to connect what we do with what goes 

on in the rest of the world, we have been 
blessed in so many ways 
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group led by Karen Plater, then with Presbyterian World 
Service and Development. Rev. Gord Timbers, minister at 
Unionville, was also on that trip. I noticed on the Union- 
ville website that they (also a small congregation) were 
raising money to build a new well for Chigodi Women’s 
Centre in Malawi. Gord and I had first-hand knowledge of 
Chigodi (giving us that personal connection that the LMA 
also stressed as important). A new idea was born. Why not 
partner with Unionville (and also First Church, Kamloops) 
to provide clean water? Fallingbrook’s fundraising netted 
more than $1,500 and along 
with the) Yothensmchurehnes 
involved, a new well was dug 
for Chigodi. PWS&D provided 
the conduit through which the 
monies reached Malawi. 

As part of our own local 
commitment to water issues, 
it was at this time that 
session passed a motion to 
stop providing bottled water 
at church functions and to 
discourage its use by members and renters. 

Our second environmental focus became land. Again 
we went to PWS&D—this time looking at their Something 
Extra projects—and found the perfect fit. From May to 
September, thanks to the generosity of the congregation, 
enough money ($3,400) was raised to keep an agricultural 
resource centre open for three months in one of the coun- 
tries where PWS&D has partners. 

To end our anniversary project and as our local 
focus, the mission committee had a 100-mile dinner in 
September. As well as enjoying a delicious meal and time 
of fellowship, we were able to reflect on our connection 
to the land and to farmers and sustainability here in 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


Southern Ontario. 

These projects about water and land were new and 
over and above the congregation’s continued support of 
our local food bank in a nearby United church. As well 
as ongoing collections of non-perishables, and as a testa- 
ment to our commitment to ecumenical initiatives, we 
budget $100 a month to the food bank’s support, and six 
members of our congregation volunteer each week to sort 
and serve. At the beginning of the Advent season for the 
past 15 years, a small group goes door to door in our local 
community to collect additional donations of foodstuffs 
for the food bank. 

Another ecumenical connection over the years has 
been Fallingbrook’s participation in the East End Refugee 
Committee, whose members come from churches in the 
Beaches area of Toronto. This year, as in the past, people 
were able to help out through donations of clothing 
and furniture to new refugee families. Our choir was 
also involved in a major fundraiser for the work of the 
committee. 

We also have monthly sandwich makings during 
coffee hour, which are then delivered to Evangel Hall. We 


The many faces of mission at Fallingbrook, Scarborough: learn, pray, do. 


MISSION 
KNOCKS 


also support Evangel Hall through collection of toiletries, 
and during Advent we put up a sock and mitten line and 
collect donations to help the people who come to the Hall 
in the winter. 

For the past several years at Christmas, we have 
collected health kits, school kits, AIDS kits and relief kits 
for the Mennonite Central Committee, which are then 
given as gifts to the poor of the world. 

Also as part of Advent, the mission committee promoted 
the purchase of PWS&D cards and Gifts Of Change from 
the catalogue. This was an extension of the greening of 
Fallingbrook as it promoted the idea of a simpler, less 
consumer-oriented Christmas. 

At Fallingbrook, in the face of an aging congregation 
and smaller numbers we have been forced to rethink 
mission. Through partnering with other churches, whether 
Presbyterian or not, and through creative but current proj- 
ects which allow us to connect what we do with what goes 
on in the rest of the world, we have been blessed in so 
many ways. @ 


Liz Stark lives in Scarborough, Ont. 
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ONE LIFE 


The Piano 


How an upright helped one man find his faith. BY HAROLD MCNABB 


toria, you will find an upright 

Bell piano with a brass plaque 
that tells the story of how God sent 
a piano across the country to find a 
son in exile. 

David Vuckson comes annually 
to tune our piano at West Shore, a 
new church in Victoria’s western 
suburbs. When he does, I enjoy look- 
ing over his shoulder at the action 
of the piano that he donated. David 
enjoys talking about piano construc- 
tion, and particularly about ours—a Gerhard Heintzman 
upright. 

David was here in Dec. 2008 and pointed out: “Your 
piano is in remarkably good shape for its age.” 

We were within a few weeks of our piano’s 100th 
birthday. 

“We should have a birthday party,” I suggested to David. 
“And how about you come and tell the story of the piano 
and how it changed your life?” 

It was agreed that David and his wife, Pam would be 
Our guests. 

We decided upon an evening in February. David spoke 
of Gerhard Heintzman, the piano’s manufacturer: 

“He came to Canada to work with his uncle Theodore 
making pianos, only to strike out on his own to build what 
he thought would be a superior piano,” David told us. “His 
new piano was built like the proverbial battleship, and Mr. 
Heintzman took the novel approach of adding a metal bridge 
to enhance rather than dampen the harmonic seventh.” 

I have no idea what that means, but David makes it 
sound like something to which every church parlour should 
aspire. Note to self—never dampen your sevenths. 

In addition to his concert, which sent everyone home sing- 
ing old Broadway show tunes, David told us how God used a 
piano to find him and Pam and lead them back to faith. 

David was raised in Collingwood, Ont., where he 
attended First Presbyterian. Eventually he drifted away from 
home and from his faith. He moved to the west coast where 
he pursued his profession tuning pianos, not giving much 


|: you visit St. Andrew’s in Vic- 
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thought to his creator. One day while 
working in the music shop, one of 
his colleagues mentioned they had 
acquired a Bell piano taken in on 
consignment. 

“T learned to play on a Bell back 
home in Ontario, so I decided to 
check out the old piano,” recalls 
David. “I thought, ‘Hey, it has the 
same scroll work as mom’s old piano. 
And it had nicks and scrapes in the 
same places ours did.’” 

This was too much of a coinci- 
dence for David, so he removed a key in the lower register, 
and found his own signature and the date: Dec. 3, 1965. His 
childhood piano had followed him from Ontario to Van- 
couver Island, and showed up where David worked to send 
him a message: 

“Hi David. It’s me.” 

Some might see a coincidence and no more. But the Holy 
Spirit used this improbable coincidence to tap David on the 
shoulder. And most importantly, David heard the voice. 

Over tea and toast in Victoria I said, “David, a person 
who hears this would want to know how finding your old 
piano led you to believe that it was God in the finding.” 

David quoted the gospel of John: “Except the Spirit 
draws a person, no one comes to God”. 

He elaborated: “The moment I saw it was my old boy- 
hood piano it was as if all my boyhood came flooding back 
to me, and with it, memories of my boyhood faith.” 

“So it was the catalyst for the nudging of the Spirit?” I 
asked. 

“Yes, exactly. Pam and I joined an Alpha group and reaf- 
firmed our adult faith.” 

David bought the piano and donated it to St. Andrew’s, 
recommending that the church give its spare piano, the 
Heintzman, to West Shore. And so David’s boyhood Bell 
piano sits in St. Andrew’s social suite as a reminder both of 
the lengths God will go, and that He will use the language 
you know best to remind you where home is. = 


Rev. Harold McNabb is minister at West Shore, Victoria. 
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THEOLOGY 101 


Thiswordly and 
Otherworldly 


Hinduism and Buddhism. BY JOSEPH MCLELLAND 


eyond the Indus valley lies a 

vast land of long history and 

manifold experience, offering 
alternative ways to escape suffering 
and to find one’s true self. The broad 
reach of Hinduism suggests its peculiar 
richness: both theism and non-theism, 
both one and many, both personal 
and impersonal. The earliest scripture 
(Vedas) says: “The Real is One, though 
sages name it variously.” The brooding 
presence of Brahma is a striking way 
to affirm the uniqueness of God, in 
union with us (Tat tvam asi—That 
art thou). There are Hindu trinities 
(Trimiirti), e.g. Brahma, Vishnu, Rudra. 


In fact Animananda spoke of God as 
Sac-cit-ananda, Being-Consciousness- 
Joy, with Logos as Cit (Intelligence). 
Most notably in Vaishnavism there is 
a divine “descent” (avatara). Viveka- 
nanda taught that Jesus was an avatara, 
and V. Chakkarai developed “the most 
comprehensive Indian treatment of 
Christology.” After the Vedas and 
Upanishads, the Great Epic (Mahab- 
harata) introduces a personal deity, 
revealed in different forms, appro- 
priate for different ages and needs. 
Its famous section the Bhagavad-Gita 
(The Song of the Lord) recounts Krish- 
na’s manifestation to Arjuna, moti- 


vated by grace and justice: 
Whenever there appears 
A languishing of 
Righteousness (dharma) 
When Unrighteousness 
(adharma) arises 
Then I send forth [generate] 
myself. (4:7f) > 


THEOLOGY GOT YOU THINKING? 

BRING OUR ONLINE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
TO YOUR NEXT STUDY GROUP AND FIND 

OUT WHAT OTHERS THINK ABOUT SOME 

OF FAITH’S BIGGEST QUESTIONS. 
www.presbyterianrecord.ca 
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Only by love can men see me, and 

know me, and come unto me. (11:54) 
The spirituality of such personal 
faith (bhakti) is sublime, and Arjuna 
responds to the incarnate revelation: 

I bow before thee, I prostrate in 

adoration; and I beg thy grace, O 

glorious Lord! ... As a father to his 

son, as a friend to his friend, as a 

lover to his beloved, be gracious 

unto me, O God. (11:44). 

Among the many faces of Hinduism, 
a noteworthy image is Nataranja the 
dancing God, the form that Shiva takes 
in his joyful creation of the world, like 
our Christian image of Christ as Lord 
of the Dance. These multiple images 
resemble the Ninety- 


tian dogmatism” with its “jealous 
God” in favour of Hindu tolerance, 
“the hospitality of the Indian mind” 
(Radhakrishnan). And is not the New 
Testament’s God of love a corrective to 
earlier ideas of a wrathful omnipotent 
deity? Is it a case of two kinds of incar- 
nation, one absolute and one relative? 
Christian orthodoxy interprets the 
incarnation of the Logos as unique, 
but that’s because two different ideas 
of history make for contradictory 
roles. East and West are separated by 
their sense of the historical. 

Why is the human story cast in such 
different modes, making for different 
forms of faith? Westerners consider 


hardship and poverty. Later, Buddhism 
developed into “the Greater Vehicle” 
(Mahayana), where both God and 
the soul are defined, and the Buddha 
is himself divine, within a Trinity or 
“three-body doctrine” (the Lotus Sutra). 
This is the larger form of Buddhism in 
the East, with Japanese Zen (Chinese 
Ch’an) most familiar to Westerners. In 
1549, Frances Xavier dubbed the Shin 
form of Buddhism featuring salvation 
by grace “the Lutheran heresy.” 

What to compare and contrast? 
Many think that since every religion 
has a mystical dimension this is a solid 
category for mutual appreciation. The 
classic Christian definition of faith, 

for instance, is “union 
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Nine Beautiful Names 
of Islam, or the variety 
of names and titles 
of our Bible. It is as if 
the divine reality is far 
richer and deeper than 
any single image can 
convey. In our case, the Logos is Word, 
Wisdom, Redeemer, Brother, Rock, etc. 

The notorious difference between 
incarnations East and West pits the 
unique and unrepeatable Christian 
form against the multiform Hindu. Yet 
the reception of the Christian message 
in India, as elsewhere, is never an 
either/or decision—our missionaries 
may have sought simple conversion 
to Christianity but discovered that the 
responses took other forms. There is an 
Asian Christ incorporated in Eastern 
religions, with Jesus as an Avatar, 
“a devout Yogi and loving Bhakta” 
(Chandra Sen). The Ramakrishna Order 
associated with Swami Vivekenanda 
included worship of Jesus within its 
spiritual experience. For example, 
a Vedanta guru holding Christmas 
celebration said: “Meditate on Christ 
within, and feel his living presence.” 
One of his disciples reports: “For the 
first time I realized that Christ was as 
much our own as Krishna, Buddha, 
and other great illuminated teachers 
whom we revered.” 

What do we make of this Oriental 
Christ? It rejects what it calls “Chris- 
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The notorious difference between incarnations 
East and West pits the unique and unrepeatable 
Christian form against the multiform Hindu 
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their worldview superior because it 
takes history to be decisive. But this is 
arguing in a circle: taking history deci- 
sively is better because history is deci- 
sive. The contrast between West and 
East has been termed “thisworldly and 
otherworldly,” or “anxiety and tran- 
quillity.” For the Hindu, our Western 
philosophy of history is too simple. It 
misses the very Transcendent, which 
it thinks to protect, producing a spiri- 
tuality often materialistic, even hedo- 
nistic (our fundamentalists say: “If you 
travel with the Lord, you travel first- 
class”). So we must move carefully in 
criticizing Eastern thought, so mark- 
edly different in its basis. Its orienting 
problem is not sin but suffering. 

The religion called Buddhism is 
even more striking on the problem 
of suffering. Its early form (Ther- 
avda) has no concept of a saving god 
or a human soul, nor is Gotama the 
Buddha (Enlightened One) an object 
of worship. His prescription for over- 
coming suffering (the Four Noble 
Truths and the Eightfold Path) has 
helped untold numbers from India 
to Japan find meaning in lives full of 


with Christ.” Mystics 

agree that they are 
‘trying to express the 

inexpressible, and so 

meet as one beyond 

words and dogmas. 

Does this point to 
genuine knowledge of the Transcen- 
dent through different forms of reli- 
gious experience? Perhaps nowhere 
is this more poignant than in the 
religions of the Indian subcontinent, 
with their wild variety of experience 
and belief. Thomas Merton claimed 
to live in both sets of experience, as a 
“Zen Christian”—is this an example 
of the way ahead through our debate 
on pluralism? At the least, Merton 
challenges us to accept revelation 
beyond our narrow churchly bound- 
aries, but compatible with the Logos 
or universal Spirit. Must my belief 
in Jesus as the Christ deny all other 
forms of faith? Only in open dialogue 
will we determine how far this can be 
true, like Jesus himself in dealing with 
the outsiders he encountered, treating 
them as fellow pilgrims in our “explo- 
ration into God.” m 


Rev. Dr. Joseph McLelland is professor 
emeritus at McGill University and Pres- 
byterian College, Montreal. His latest 
book is Pluralism Without Relativism: 
Religious Studies a la Mode, Clement 
Publishing, reviewed in this issue. 
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OPINION 


“Our Church” 


It's theologically inappropriate and a little weird. BY ROLAND J. DEVRIES 


uring my years within the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada, I have noticed we have a bad habit when 
it comes to our use of the possessive pronoun in 
the first person plural—that’s right, with the word “our.” 
Whether it’s within the courts of the denomination, infor- 
mal gatherings of clergy, or meetings within the denomi- 
national colleges, that little word rears its head in the most 
inappropriate way. 
Let me be more precise. It’s not just our use of the word 
“our” that gets me exercised. Rather, it is the phrase “our 
church” that frustrates me. What is the 


Though my grasp of the denomination’s history isn’t 
terribly strong, I’m left to wonder whether this phrase isn’t 
yet another symptom of Presbyterian insecurity in the wake 
of church union. While we could just as easily speak of “our 
denomination” or refer more generally to “the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada,” we often choose to employ the more 
substantive “our church.” It comes across almost as an 
instance of communal self-talk by which we try to convince 
ourselves of our significance. 

Consider an encounter recently described to me: A min- 

ister who has belonged to the PCC for 


provenance of this phrase? Why do we 
use it? Do we not realize how theologi- 
cally inappropriate it is? 


How can it be appropriate to speak 
of “our church,” since this language 
assumes that there is some other 
church out there (“their church”)? 


a lifetime said to a minister who had 
joined some years ago from another 
denomination: “When did you join 


The theological problem can easily 
be clarified: Our use of the possessive 
pronoun introduces a line of division within the one, holy, 
catholic and apostolic church. If the church is one, how 
can it be appropriate to speak of “our church,” since this 
language assumes that there is some other church out there 
(“their church”)? In this respect we do well to remember 
that there is only one person who is free to use the posses- 
sive pronoun with reference to the one church—but he uses 
it in the first person singular. Jesus says: “It is my church.” 

But our use of the possessive pronoun is unsettling for 
another reason—it gives expression to a hopeless tribalism. 


our church?” The questioner’s use of 
the possessive pronoun points to the 
tribalism that underlies every use of the phrase. 

Communities, by definition, are set apart by their dis- 
tinctive beliefs, lexicon, and practices. Yet the boundary 
between a given community and the wider society can 
range from rigid/closed on one end to flexible/porous on 
the other. Our easy use of the phrase “our church” suggests 
a rigid/closed perimeter around the denomination—which 
implies that tribalism is just the right word to describe our 
sense of ourselves and our relation to the wider world. 

Lest you think I’m using the pages of the Record > 
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H ark! Feat 
angels sing... 


It’s time to order your 
PWS&D Christmas cards! 


PWS&D’s popular 
Christmas cards are back 
and ready for order! For 
only $20, you will receive 
a set of 15 colourful 
PWS&D Christmas cards. 
All proceeds will support 
PWS&D’s work to end 
poverty and provide hope Dla darcbe rar on earth 
during times of disaster. > 


“Glory to God in the 

highest heavens, and 

on earth peace among 

those whom he favours!” 
= LUKE 2:14 
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merely to air my own petty grievances 
or to split theological hairs, consider 
the challenges we face as a denomi- 
nation. The Christendom model 
that has sustained Presbyterianism 
through generations is nearing col- 
lapse and we face a significant demo- 
graphic drop-off in the years ahead. 

The shine has come off Presby- 
terianism. Almost everything in 
our 21st-century context points to 
our need to develop novel forms of 
Christian community, alternative 
patterns of worship, a more imagi- 
native language of faith, and new 
approaches to the task of witness 
for Christ. But the lack of a flexible/ 
porous boundary around our com- 
munity of faith prevents us from 
reaching out, with any kind of ease, 
toward a new language of faith and 
toward new practices. 

Otherwise put, our tribalism is 
slowly suffocating us. As long as we are 
characterized by a preoccupation with 
“our church,” then by definition we 
are closed to the gospel improvisation 
that the Spirit might perform among 
us, we are closed to the creative prac- 
tices that might define us in the years 
ahead, and we are closed to those per- 
sons who would bring us astonishingly 
fresh ideas about discipleship. 

Maybe you are thinking that 
the last thing we need is someone 
else slagging the denomination or 
reminding us of our decline. I have 
no interest in wasting my breath with 
_Such negativity. But perhaps some 
“honesty about our circumstance will 
provide an impetus toward the risk- 
taking and imaginative openness 
which must define the church today, 
“which must become the hallmark of 
any denomination that would look 
hopefully to the future that God in 
Christ gives. 

Without such creative openness 
all we are left with is “our church”— 
and that’s not enough. 


Rev. Dr. Roland DeVries is minister of 
Knox, Crescent, Kensington and First, 
Montreal. 
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Living and 


PROGRESSIVE 
LECTIONARY 
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Active, 


Judging and Saving 


A preacher speaks to preachers so all may hear. BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


Sunday, October 11: Hebrews 4:12-16 


or those who don’t want to 

preach Thanksgiving, the lec- 

tionary offers an odd little chunk 
of the Letter to the Hebrews. The first 
two verses come at the end of one 
distinct and confusing section. Verses 
14-16 introduce an image the author 
carries on through six more chapters. 
There may be two sermons here, but 
the two parts of this reading speak to 
each other. 

“Indeed, the word of God is liv- 
ing and active...” It’s clear the author 
doesn’t mean his or her written words, 
or any other early Christian proto- 
scriptures, or even the Torah. This is 
about the Word behind the words. 


This is about the Word in action. This 
is about revelation, and the content of 
this revelation isn’t words, or ideas, or 
doctrinal propositions. The content of 
revelation is a person. 

Living and active, this Word con- 
fronts us and demands a response. 
This Word knows more of us than we 
can ever know of Him. We must an- 
swer for what the Word knows. 

But words are all we have. The writ- 
ten words in our Bibles. The tentative 
witness of preachers two millennia 
distant from the first testimony to the 
Word. Because these words are all we 
have, we expect little. We tell, and listen 
for, the same old stories. Or we assume 
it’s up to us to pretend the old words are 
new, forcing them through media » 


Henna Kim's image: 
an adventure into the viewer’s own sou- 
"intention is to capture the invisible side of _ 

intuitions, memories, thoughts, and to - 


_ traces the endless vibratory movement 
of spiritual sensation of herself and this _ 


throughout Korea and Canada. For mon 


_her website at hennakimArt.co! 


about the artist - HENNA KIM 


ler images are an invita 


ot only to a visual “fiesta,” but alsoto _ 


spirit. Through the act of painting, her 
human perception, such as our emotions, _ 


reveal how our spiritual quality manifests - 
in our daily lives. While painting, Henna 


experience has influenced her painting © 
style and image. : . 
_ Originally from South Korea, Kim 
currently resides in Canada. An emerging — 
visual artist, Kim has exhibited her works 


information on Henna Kim, please visit 


e-mail: hyunhwa@hotmail.com uy 


October 2009 | Presbyterian Record 33 


PROGRESSIVE 
LECTIONARY 


Can we have a real relationship without truth? Truth means more 
than not lying. It means not hiding. We try to hide behind 
our presuppositions and preconditions 


we call relevant to our age. 

Do we believe the Word is still alive? 
Still active? When we read, or hear, or 
speak the old words, do we really think 
anything will happen? Do we want 
anything to happen? We don’t want 
anything unexpected, beyond our con- 
trol. We don’t want to be judged! 

So we approach our holy texts as 
objects to be examined, and even ma- 
nipulated, in order to extract a mean- 
ing. A meaning we call a word for our 
day. Our relationship to our sacred 
words is, as Martin Buber might say, an 
“J-it” encounter. We often encounter 
other living things in this way. We do 
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it with purpose, to get what we want. 
We don’t want real relationship. Do we 
dare approach the Word, through the 
words, seeking an “I-thou” encounter? 
Being-to-being. Seeking real relation- 
ship. Surrendering control. Risking 
judgment. Expecting to be changed. 
“All are naked and laid bare.” Can 
we have a real relationship without 
truth? Truth means more than not 
lying. It means not hiding. We try 
to hide behind our presuppositions 
and preconditions. “This text can 
only mean that.” “These words never 
change.” “The message is clear.” “This 
is what my church and I already be- 
lieve.” We may be right, for now. We’ll 
only be true if we first allow we can’t 
be certain, and may well be wrong. The 
Word we try to understand and repre- 
sent is, after all, living and active. 
How can we preachers preach, and 
be true to the Word? How can any of 
us live with this fierce, judging Word? 


This text isn’t finished with us. One 
part of it speaks to the other. 

“Since, then, we have a great high 
priest.” The image shifts from the judg- 
ing Word to the priest who seals our 
salvation. The image changes but the 
subject is still Jesus. The living Word 
who, according to Hebrews, has every 
right to pierce and judge us and make 
us new has the right because he has 
earned it. He has earned it by living, 
not as an angel (2:16), but as one of us. 
His justice is tempered by human ex- 
perience. His two-edged sword is still 
sharp. His aim is true. 

Preacher, take up your task as wit- 
ness with fear and trembling, expec- 
tancy and love. Prepare for an en- 
counter that will change you, and the 
people who wait for you to break the 
words open so they, too, can meet the 
living and active Word. @ 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe lives in Halifax. 
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ILLUSTRATION BY IAN PHILIPS/i2i ART INC. 


Major 
League 
Lesson 


Some things are more important 
than baseball. 


BY PHIL CALLAWAY 
ILLUSTRATION BY IAN PHILIPS 


few Septembers ago I found myself hanging 
Ak with members of the Toronto Blue Jays. The 

catcher and I were on a TV show together and after 
a few minutes of conversation, he said, “Why don’t you 
come and have a chapel with the team?” I gulped, then 
quickly agreed, not knowing that shortly after my speech 
to them, they would start a losing skid that would cost 
them the pennant. 

Walking timidly through the 
hallowed halls of the Skydome, 
I kept asking myself, “What am 
I doing here? I’m the guy who struck 
out in the ninth inning.” 

“We didn’t ask you to come and 
pitch, Phil,” the chaplain reminded me, “just tell stories.” 
Though small, the room where we met was brightly uphol- 
stered for families. Books, videos and children’s toys were 
stacked neatly, making it a welcome spot for the players’ 
wives and little ones during home games. One by one 
the players filed in, kindly shaking my hand and intro- 
ducing themselves. My nerves were frazzled when I began. 
“I wanted to be like you guys—a professional athlete,” I 
confided. “And I probably could have made it except that I 
lacked ... well, the body and the coordination.” 


Surrounded by millionaires, | spent 
15 or 20 minutes telling them stories 
of my life. Of scoring the overtime goal 
in our championship hockey game. 
Into my own net 


CALLAWAY 


They laughed their approval. 

Surrounded by millionaires, I spent 15 or 20 minutes 
telling them stories of my life. Of scoring the overtime goal 
in our championship hockey game. Into my own net. I 
talked of the joys of child-rearing and the richness of rela- 
tionships. Tears rolled down the face of one famous pitcher 
as I described my wife’s battle with seizures and how the 
valley of shadows had drawn us 
closer to God. And to each other. I 
told them of my faith in Jesus, not 
a stuffy religion, but a vital relation- 
ship that impacts everything I do 
and say. It wasn’t very polished but 
they voiced their appreciation. 

Afterwards, one of them, a fellow believer and now a 
friend, asked me how many children I have. I should have 
told him 11, but being a good Christian, I had to tell the 
truth. He disappeared for a few minutes, then returned 
carrying three autographed baseball bats—one for each of 
the kids. “Woah,” I said, “you won’t believe how much 
they'll love these. My eldest son eats, sleeps and dreams 
baseball.” 

The next day, after managing to get the bats aboard a 
commercial airliner (you should try this sometime) | > 
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carried them through our front door. For 
the kids, it was Christmas in September. 
That night I fell asleep thinking 
about those bats. And I must. admit I 
thought a time or two of their value, and 
it brought a greedy smile to my face. 
Upon arriving 
home from work 
the next afternoon, 
I discovered our two 
boys in the backyard 
with the bats, hitting 
various hard objects 
(including each 
other), and smudging 
the autographs. I was 
not a happy father. | 
yelled a little at first, 
and when that didn’t 
work, I took to hollering. The boys 
seemed rather surprised at the level 
of my concern, but I informed them 
that the bats were worth a whole lot 
of money, that I could get on eBay 
right now and raffle them off to pay 
for their college tuitions, for Pete’s 
sake, but that I wouldn’t, that I would 
instead make them labour in an 
Alaska coal mine while their friends 
became doctors and lawyers and 
leaders of the free world. Or some- 


thing like that. And as I lay in bed that 
night thinking about the situation, a 
thought came out of nowhere and 
smacked me right between the ears: 
“Phil, those bats are pieces of wood. 
They will one day burn. Your kids are 
eternal beings, aren’t 
they?” Pushing the 
warm covers away, 
I tiptoed down to 
the boys’ room and 
did what I’ve done 
numerous times 
since the birth of our 
first child: “I’m sorry, 
guys,” I said. “I was 
wrong.” 

And I slept a little 
better without the 
greedy smile. 

“Cast but a glance at riches,” said 
Solomon in Proverbs 23:4-5, “and 
they are gone, for they will surely 
sprout wings and fly off to the sky like 
an eagle.” 

Bats crack. Cars rust. Paint peels. 
Appliances quit. 

But people live forever. @ 


Phil Callaway is an author and popular 
speaker. Visit him at philcallaway.com 
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TITIAN PI 


RENEWAL 


Lay Missionaries 


Where clergy are lacking, the pews must be empowered to take leadership. 
BY CALVIN BROWN 


and looked at the one pictorial stained-glass window 

that adorned the sanctuary. It was an image of Christ 
and his disciples gathered around the Lord’s table in fel- 
lowship and learning. This was a church in the north and 
hadn’t had a settled minister for many years. In fact no 
one even expected there would be one any time soon and 
the presbytery was working on getting a regional minister 
to cover the pastoral needs of an area hundreds of kilome- 
tres long consisting of a half dozen small congregations. 
The presbytery itself had been without any settled min- 
isters for a long time until just recently and the synod had 
appointed its staff to serve as assessor ministers. Understand- 
ably they were not able to be in the presbytery very often. 
A lay missionary led the service and I was asked to preach to 
a welcoming and responsive congregation. After the service 


[= in the small sanctuary that had seen better days 


the image in the window haunted me. | asked the lay minis- 
ter his views on General Assembly’s discussion about lay mis- 
sionaries being empowered to preside at communion services. 
(See the July/August Record.) He thought it would be good if 
elders in rural and remote areas were given that honour. I 
then asked how often they had had communion this year so 
far. He replied this year was the best year in a while because 
they had had communion twice. Once in their own church 
and once at an ecumenical service arranged with the neigh- 
bouring United church. He then lamented that being unable 
to have communion more frequently often felt like a barrier 
to his being able to serve the congregation as effectively as he 
would like to as a spiritual leader. I couldn’t help wondering 
if the portrait of Jesus at the table with his disciples, which 
the congregation looked at each week, felt like an invitation 
on one hand and an unkind mockery on the other, since > 
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Jesus invited but the church didn’t 
provide the opportunity. 

It isn’t that the church wants to 
deny these Christians the right to 
come to the table. It isn’t that we were 
intentionally trying to excommuni- 
cate them. It is just that as a former 
moderator warned us, “Maybe we get 
caught up in our almost perfect sys- 
tem, our own tradition, our norms and 
standards.“ Surely this is one of those 
times referred to and we feel caught. 
Caught because, as the committee 
that recommended against extend- 
ing the right to lay missionaries to do 


commissioners voted to instruct the 
committee and the clerks to create 
“legislation, guidelines, education 
and requirements” necessary to make 
it happen. 

My fear is that as they begin the 
work they will fall back into being 
caught by the system. The proposals 
in the end may be in other words but 
the requirements may prove just as 
unreachable in order for lay mission- 
aries to qualify to administer com- 
munion. If this occurs it would frus- 
trate the clear will of the church and 
little if anything would change for 
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Perhaps there was a fear that it might undermine 
the professionalism of ministers or that we might 
compromise the gold standard of a fully educated clergy 
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communion knew, it was not the nor- 
mal practice of the church. Perhaps 
there was a fear that it might under- 
mine the professionalism of minis- 
ters or that we might compromise 
the gold standard of a fully educated 
clergy. Most of us appreciate the fact 
that we need to do things decently 
and in order. That means we would 
like to think that the people leading 
worship have enough education so 
that we at least have a chance they 
may do it right and not lead us astray. 
The mind of the church, as expressed 
by the commissioners at assembly, 
was that we have neglected people 
in rural and remote circumstances far 
too long and since we are unwilling 
or unable to provide them with regu- 
lar communion in our present system 
then we must make an exception to 
the rule or change the system so they 
can be served. 

The ministry and vocations com- 
mittee initially responded to the 
overtures asking that presbyteries be 
allowed to permit lay missionaries to 
officiate at communion, by declar- 
ing this “not advisable at this time.” 
The clerks of assembly didn’t seem to 
think it was constitutionally possible. 

But almost as a ground swell the 


the people who Sunday by Sunday 
see the stained glass image of what is 
withheld from them. 

In my view, lay missionaries, who 
we already let preach God’s word, can 
be instructed to lead a service of com- 
munion out of the Book of Common 
Worship. They are quite capable under 
the direction of an interim modera- 
tor and session to bring the bread and 
wine to Christ’s people so they can 
commune and be filled with his spirit 
on a regular basis as each session sees 
fit. There is little danger harm will be 
done since most of these charges have 
a session familiar with communion 
practices. I think the sessions too 
should be offered special training as 
guardians of the faith and table. 

Let us keep those charged with mak- 
ing it happen in our earnest prayers so 
that what is most desired will come to 
pass. Let us pray that there will be a 
renewed spirit and deepening of faith 
as all of us in our congregations con- 
sider the great benefits of receiving 
Christ’s body and blood. m 


Calvin Brown is the executive director of 
the Renewal Fellowship within the Pres- 
byterian Church. For more information 
see renewalfellowship.presbyterian.ca. 
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Universal 
Salvation 


McLelland’s latest book is an invaluable landmark. BY JIM KANARIS 


Pluralism Without Relativism: 
Religious Studies a la Mode 
By Joseph C. McLelland 
Toronto: Clements Academic 


oseph C. McLelland needs no intro- 

duction to Record readers. He is a 

long time contributor and presently 
nvolved in the magazine’s Theology 
101 series. He is also professor emeritus 
at McGill University and Presbyterian 
College, Montreal, not to mention a 
past moderator of the church. I tend 
to think of him as the Presbyterian’s 
Presbyterian, but for the very reason 
that he is far from the languid type 
society loves (sometimes justifiably) 
to ridicule. There is levity to the man 
that seeps through his work. Only the 
philosophically dyspeptic miss it. His 
love of irony and sportive turn of phrase 
is evident in everything he writes. This 
recent book is no exception—note the 
McLellandesque subtitle. 

Where to begin? Pluralism, one of 
the main terms in the title, signifies to 
many how a cacophony of ultimately 
irreconcilable worldviews can peace- 
fully co-exist. It trumps competitors as 
religious exclusivism and inclusivism. 
Unlike them, pluralism, in the best 
possible sense, celebrates difference 
while honouring uniqueness. As one 
would expect, McLelland discusses this 
issue but inflates it. Indeed, the book 
is an Odyssey into a plurality of view- 
points from theology and philosophy 
to science, art, and literature. What 


is especially valuable (for those with 
ears to hear) is the intermittent chorus 
about the irreducible nature of truth, 
hence the phrase “without relativism” 
in the title. Being a collection of essays, 
the book has an oscillating focus. But 
rather than a mere publishing coinci- 
dence, this says something about the 
style and breadth of vision of its author. 
McLelland loves to traffic in ideas much 
like a wonderstruck child unaffected 
by the jaded perceptions of adults. A 
“second naivete,” Paul Ricoeur called 
it, a learned ignorance, if you will, that 
is hard won and especially refreshing 
to see in a professor emeritus. Where 
some are threatened by pluralism in all 
its dizzying forms, McLelland is chal- 


lenged by its revelatory potential. 

I cannot rehearse all discussed in 
the book. The intended audience is 
academic; the many topics special- 
ized. A common theme is the tension 
faced by religions and their study in a 
postmodern world: to assign an abso- 
lute claim to a particular religion or 
to reduce religions to their lowest 
common denominator. It’s an issue of 
integrity and McLelland guards reli- 
gions’ integrity by “escaping between 
the horns” of the dilemma, not as the 
idiom has it, “taking [it] by the horns,” 
that is, simply rebutting it. Religions 
make absolute claims. The trick is to 
recognize their scope and function. All 
absolute claims are incomplete, those 
of the various religions included. Their 
incompleteness, however, does not 
mean that absolute claims are false or 
all (competing ones) “true,” which basi- 
cally amounts to the same thing. Reli- 
gious claims envision a state of affairs 
that cannot be limited to planet earth, 
as oddly “sci-fi” as this sounds. As they 
are universal, religious claims attend to 
“possibilities on a cosmic scale.” Stan- 
dard forms of logic fail here. Modal 
logic, McLelland’s hobbyhorse, is the 
promising alternative. Not only does 
it aim at a path through dilemmas, but 
modal thinking forces us to see past our 
noses, to explore alternative forms of 
universal validity. The call is nothing 
short of “a renewal of youth.” 

For the religiously weary the 
proposal is exciting. Christians are > 


October 2009 | Presbyterian Record 39 


BOOK 
REVIEW 


not exempt from confessing the square 
circle of Jesus’s humanity and divinity. 
But our parochial outlook often robs us 
of the riches of this admittedly strange 
logic. In other words, an important point 
about the doctrine is not to confirm us 
in our sensibilities about what is 
real or plausibly believed, how, for 
instance, Jesus’ person conforms 
to our understanding of humanity 
and divinity. It is the exact oppo- 
site: Jesus’ person tests our under- 
standing, puts it into question, 
as it were. “[W]e might say that to call 
Christ ‘divine’ has things the wrong 
way round. An independent definition 
of divinity is impossible for the Chris- 
tian; rather, ‘Jesus the Christ’ is what 
‘divine’ means.” This may explain why 
for McLelland Christian or any other 
exclusivism and inclusivism are feeble 
attempts at interreligious dialogue. 
They are too parochial and modernist 
to manage the radical possibilities 


of universal salvation. Modal theory 
rectifies the situation, interestingly, by 
plumbing the depths of the Christian 
tradition in particular. McLelland does 
consider his modal approach to be rele- 
vant to other religious traditions and 


The book ingenuously merges contemporary 
society’s profound skepticism over artificial 
absolutes and assurances with what is best 

in religious traditions, past and present 


examines some in the book. His principal 
audience and orientation, however, is 
Christian. He has no qualms about this 
“relative absoluteness”: “Christianity 
is absolute for [the] Christian, as other 
religions are for their adherents.” In any 
case, he detects a universal intention in 
the Christian scriptures that has always, 
oddly enough, been moot. 

Pluralism Without Relativism is a gift 
to the Christian and scholarly communi- 


ties. “A la mode” is an apt designation. 
The book ingenuously merges contem- 
porary society’s profound skepticism over 
artificial absolutes and assurances with 
what is best in religious traditions, past 
and present. Iconoclastic is another term 
one could use, although McLel- 
land’s version is entirely in keeping 
with his mien: courteous yet firm. 
Whether everyone following the 
Theology 101 series should acquire 
the book as a handy companion 
is a tough call. Make no mistake, 
the language can get thick at times and 
the presentation, while understandable, 
is fast-paced, much like this review. For 
graduates of the series up to the chal- 
lenge, their effort will be well-spent. I, 
for one, consider the volume to be an 
invaluable landmark in a field desper- 
ately in need of insight and direction. m 


Jim Kanaris is a lecturer of Philosophy of Reli- 
gion at McGill’s Faculty of Religious Studies. 
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POETRY 


Three Poems 


BY J.L. BOND 


Beyond Worship 


Some hours, Lord, 
I have inhaled Your fragrance 
sipped You like refreshing liquid PI izzle 
gazed upon Your radiance 
listened to Your numinous singing aan s ES 
shaped pieces 
felt Your gossamer touch. 
round, rough 


But what if I understood edged. We glide 
Your thunderbolt, butterfly thoughts or jut into each 
comprehended Your future designs? other, trying 
Would I have You, Yaweh, become to wedge in. 
a finite figurine easily grasped? Repentance 
Would I have this? rearranges us, 
Then whom would I worship? parts becoming whole. 
We find our place 
amidst friction 
forgiveness 
lovingkindness. 
A jigsaw puzzle 
we, the church. 


Fragrance and Fog 


how smell can dig into long ago places 
we hardly know we carry inside 
like cinnamon bread, potpourri, a leather shoe 


how smoke from a bonfire can wreathe a person 
move beyond the silhouette into darkness; 
like fog, its opening a mystery 


how smell and smoke can be held 
in a censer, fragrant clouds wafting 
throughout one place to a larger beyond 


a witness to the ways of God; teach me 
O Lord, to be Your thurifer 
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Working 
Together 


The rural church in Ghana expresses thankfulness and celebration. 


BY HARVEY SELF 


y foremost impression of 
Ghana is that in the Presb- 
yterian Church there, people 


matter. The largest part of our trip was 
spent in the vast, sparsely populated 
Northern Territory. It makes up half 
the country but contains only a small 
fraction of the population. And yet it 
is here that the Presbyterian Church 
in Ghana, with support from Presbyte- 
rian World Service and Development, 
is doing some of its most creative and 
determined work. The work which we 
saw was almost entirely with the most 
underprivileged in Ghanaian society, 
a portion of society that was largely 
ignored until the church entered the 
scene. We witnessed the education of 
blind children in special vocational 
schools. We met blind farmers who 
had been taught to manage their crops 
by touch alone and disabled farmers 
who had been taught that working the 
land was not beyond them. 

We sat with women with HIV 
who had formed a self-help collective 
to make soap for sale in the market. 
The common thread connecting all 
these folk was a newly found convic- 
tion that they mattered as people. It 
was that they mattered to God, that 
they mattered to the church that has 
reached out to them in the most prac- 
tical ways and now, thanks to God’s 
help through the PCG and PWS&D, 
they mattered to their society. 

Rural ministry in the PCG is under 
girded with an amazing spirit of deter- 
mination to overcome obstacles. And, 
be well assured there are a host of obsta- 
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cles in West Africa. We were blessed to 
be in Ghana at the tail end of the rainy 
season when the crops and fields were 
all a lovely sea of green, the roads were 
passable apart from a “few” potholes 
and the temperature was a pleasant 
23-25 C. But, all of that can change 
dramatically. The torrential rains can 
unleash their fury, washing out roads 
everywhere as they did in 2007. The 
temperature can rise to 45 C, as it 
will during the summer months from 


The common thread connecting all 
these folk was a newly found convic- 
tion that they mattered as people 


November to March putting harvests 
in jeopardy. Crops may or may not 
bring a good price at the market and 
production items such as shea butter 
oil and palm oil soap may or may not 
do well against the competition. 

And yet in spite of all the obstacles, 
the faith of the people is astounding. 
Their trust in God’s provision even in the 
face of the possibility of flood, drought 
and poor markets is utterly amazing. 
They are so incredibly thankful for what 
they have and so incredibly thank- 
ful for the little that we are able to do 
to assist them. In that regard I must 
tell you that I will never forget the 
farewell we received from the youth 
at the community based rehabilita- 
tion centre at Garu. Waving high the 
Canada flag (which we had presented 
to the centre) and singing Joy Like a 
Riv’a In My Soul, they sent us onto the 
next leg of our journey. There was not 


a dry eye in our vehicle! 

That gathering of youth reminded 
me of the last impression I had of the 
life of the rural church in Ghana. It is a 
church that loves to work together and 
a church that loves to celebrate together. 
Nothing is done alone. Work is always 
done in teams. We saw the five-woman 
teams who worked together in shea nut 
production. We saw the collective of HIV 
victims working together to produce 
and market soap. We saw a group of 
disabled farmers that formed a self-help 
group. We saw the youth at Garu lear- 
ning together to be skilled in vocations 
that will open to them new possibilities 
for employment. And everywhere we 
went we saw thankfulness and celebra- 
tion in worship. In dance and in song 
the exuberance of Ghanaian worship 
drew us in and connected us heart-to- 
heart with our West African brothers 
and sisters. The privilege was all ours! 

The rural church in Ghana. Is it 
the same as in Canada? Can we learn 
from it? I leave that for you to decide. 
I simply know it touched me and I will 
never be the same! 


Blessings, 


UY 
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COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 
Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


St. Andrews, Scotland. FURNISHED FOUR 
BEDROOM HOUSE TO RENT for fortnightly 


Andrews, in the Kingdom of Fife, is Scotland's 
ancient ecclesiastical capital, seat of its oldest 
university (1411) and the home of golf. 

Contact: www.ladybrand.co.uk 


New Book: 

The Historical 
Development of 
Legal Apologetics... 


(ISBN 978-1-60791-986-1), Xulon Press 


Author William Broughton discusses 
the historical development of legal 
apologetics from the first century to 
the present. Available at your local 
Christian bookstore, or amazon.ca. 


periods or longer during the summer, 2010. St. 


Ecclesiastical 
Refinishing |. 
Group Ltd 


Sanctuary Restoration 
Plaster Restoration 
Design Services 
Custom Painting 


P.O. Box 1502 
Kingston, Ont, Canada K7L. 5C7 
Tel: 613-549-9250 
Fax: 613-549-3364 
www.ecclesiasticalgroup.com — 


EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


© custom designed memorial windows 
¢ traditional - contemporary 
° releading & restoration ¢ storm glazing 
e custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 


471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4 
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226 
ESTABLISHED @AWardsglassco@on.aibn.com 
1920 ~—www.edwardsglass.net 


vf Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 
Tel: 416-977-4408 x204 Fax: 416-977-3856 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


CROWN EX Robemakers and Tailors 


¢ Genuine tailor made °¢ Satisfaction guaranteed ¢ Affordable for 


Clergy Preaching Choir Vestments Academic 


CROWNEX Ltd., 1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 1S3 
Tel. (416) 503-1288 Fax. (416) 503-8788 E-mail: info@crownex.com www.crownex.com 


New Horizons 
TOWER 
Toronto Bed and Breakfast serving 
mature adults for 35 years. See the latest 
show, ROM, AGO, TSO and much more! 
Close to downtown, hospitals, 24 hour 
security...steps to subway or bus, 
beautifully appointed single and double 
rooms, parking included...VISA, reasonable 
rates-Reserve today. Ask about our 
Boutique Hostel...Felisa (416) 536-6111 
www.newhorizonstower.com 


CANAL CRUISES 
RIDEAU CANAL 
TRENT SEVERN WATERWAY 
Cruise Ontario’s magnificent heritage 
canals along 355 miles of scenic lakes, 
rivers and locks in the comfort of the 
45 passenger Kawartha Voyageur 
) riverboat with dining room, lounge, and 
lower berth cabins with private 
facilities. 5 day voyages. 
. 2 www.ontariowaterwaycruises.com 


1-800-561-5767 
FREE BROCHURE 


LL, Would your friends like to come? W 


Robert McCausland 
Limited 


Artists & Craftsmen 
of Stained Glass since 1856 
30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 
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Employment 0) 


pope The Church of 
Laue St. Andrew and St. Paul 


...l§ Seeking a lead minister 


We are a vibrant, growing congregation with members from a range of backgrounds and 
cultural communities. We worship in a historic downtown Montreal church located close 
to universities and museums. 

We emphasize biblical preaching which relates the gospel of Christ to contemporary 
life. Our service is traditional and is supported by a ministry of music which is known 
throughout the city for the excellence of the choir and organ performance. 

We have a Christian Education specialist and a full program of activities, both within 
the congregation and in outreach. We are also served by a very capable and dedicated 
lay leadership. As a congregation of over 700 members and adherents, we are seeking a 
minister gifted in the areas of leading worship, preaching and teaching, with strong pastoral 
and relational skills. A copy of our profile can be found at www.standrewstpaul.com. 


Interim Moderator Vhe Rev, Dr, Dale Woods, 3495 University Street, Montreal, H3\ 2AN 
Tel: 514-288-5256 ext 202: Email:pastoralstudies@ presbyteriancollere,ca 


i 


|\ ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH, 


i OTTAWA 


is seeking an 
= Associate Minister of 
u Christian Development 


oe 


Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Hanwell, N.B.; St. James; Interim Moderator 
Rev. D. E. Blaikie, 512 Charlotte St., 
Fredericton, N.B. E3B 1M2; 506-455-8220; 
minister@sapc.ca. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND 

EASTERN ONTARIO 

Ingleside, Ont., St. Matthew’s; Full-time 
minister, Interim Moderator Rev. James 
Douglas; rev.james@knoxvkh.ca. 

Ottawa, Ont., St. Andrew’s; Full-time 
associate minister; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Susan Clarke, c/o St. Andrew's 
Kars Presbyterian Church, PO Box 381, 
Maitland, ON KOE 1T0; 613-348-3088; 
revsvclarke@yahoo.ca. 

Ottawa, Ont., St. David and St. Martin; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Cedric Pettigrew, 340 


Does your new minister 
read the Record? 


Find out! 


Place your employment 


ad in our next issue. 


from across the National Capital area as a witness of Christian 
hope in downtown Ottawa. 


We believe that the Holy Spirit is guiding us to an expanded 
ministry with a stronger focus on reaching out to people in this 
region who are seeking spiritual nourishment and direction in 
their lives. 


We are seeking to call an Associate Minister who embodies the 
care of Christ, is excited by extending the challenge of growing 
in Christian faith, and is committed to serving God through the 
church. The Associate Minister's main role within our Vision For 
Growth would be developing opportunities in Christian 
education, pastoral care and the sharing of Christian faith in our 
wider community. 

Please contact our Interim Moderator: 

Rev. Susan Clarke - revsvclarke@yahoo.ca 
St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church Kars 
c/o Box 381, Maitland ON KOE 1TO 
(613) 348-3088 


www.StAndrewsOttawa.ca 
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The Presbyterian Record is 
a great resource for clergy 
and lay people alike, 


Find the perfect candidate fast. 


PRESBYTERIAN 


Contact Carol McCormick at 
905-833-6200 ext. 25 or 
email: cmecormick@canadads.com 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


Claridge Dr., Ottawa,ON K2J 5C2;613-843- 
1446; cedric.pettigrew@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 

ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Bermuda, St. Andrew’s; Full-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Bryn MacPhail, 

c/o St. Giles Kingsway Presbyterian Church, 
15 Lambeth Rd., Toronto, ON M9A 2Y6; 
416-233-8591; bryn31@rogers.com. 

East Oro, Esson, Jarratt, Willis, Orillia, 
Uptergrove; Full-time minister for three 
charges in Presbytery of Barrie; 

Interim Moderator Rev. Tim Raeburn- 
Gibson, c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
200 Maple St., Collingwood, ON L9Y 2R2; 
705-445-4651; trg@georgian.net. 

Elora, Knox and Alma, St. Andrew’s; Minister 
full-time two-point charge, vacant 
effective October 1, 2009; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Marty Molengraaf; 
mmolengraaf@sympatico.ca. 

Erin, Burns, Ospringe, Knox; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Sean Howard, PO Box 433, 
Campbellville, ON LOP 1B0; 
905-854-5145; sean@nassagaweya.com. 

Etobicoke, Mimico; Full-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev. George Anderson, 
c/o St. Andrewis Islington Presbyterian 
Church, 3819 Bloor St. W., Etobicoke, 

ON M9B 1K7; 416-233-9800; 
george@standrewsislington.org. 

Guelph, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Angus 
Sutherland, 75 Grand Ave. N., Cambridge, 
ON N15 2L1; ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com. 

Guelph, Kortright; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. 
Wayne Dawes, c/o Knox's Galt Presbyterian 
Church, 2 Grand Ave. S., Cambridge, 

ON N15 2L2; 519-621-8120; sdawes@ 
knoxsgalt.org. 

Huntsville, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gary Robinson; 705-746-9612; 
gary@standrewsparrysound.org. 

Newmarket, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Daniel D, Scott, 39 Saint Ave., 
Bradford, ON L3Z 3E6; 905-775-7274; 
minister@stjohnspresbyterian.ca. 

Orillia, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Peter D, Ruddell, 36 Brick Pond Rd., 

Box A-180, RR1, Coldwater, ON, LOK 1£0. 
705-685-3125; panddruddell@rogers.com. 


Schomberg, Emmanuel; Half-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jeremy Lowther; 
905-857-2419; jlowther1845@rogers.com. 

Toronto, Celebration North; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Walter Hearn; 38 Ellerslie 
Ave., Toronto, ON M2N 1X8; 416-221-8373; 
walter.hearn@sympatico.ca. 

Toronto, Toronto Korean; Senior Minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Kyung-Seuk Min, 
67 Scarsdale Rd., North York, ON M3B 2R2; 
416-447-5963; 
www.tkpc.org. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Atwood, Atwood; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Cathrine Campbell, PO Box 477, Brussels, 

; ON NOG 1HO0; 519-887-9831; 
cecampbell@wightman.ca. 

Beechwood, St. Andrew’s; Half-time position; 
Rev. Steve Boose, 152 Albert St., Strathroy, 

3 ON N7G 1V5; 519-245-2292; 
revboose@bellnet.ca. 

Crinan, Duff Largie and Argyle; Half- 

time minister for two charges; Interim 
Moderators Rev. Amanda Birchall and 
Rev. Deb Dolbear-VanBilsen, c/o Glencoe 
Presbyterian Church, 177 Main St., PO Box 
659, Glencoe, ON NOL 1M0; 519-287-2743; 
revdeb17@sympatico.ca. 

Duart; Part-time; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Andrew Song, 551 Victoria Ave., PO Box 761; 
519-683-2442; andrewapack@gmail.com. 

Fingal, Knox; Part-time; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Kevin Steeper; 519-438-3492; 
ksteeper@elmwoodchurch.ca. 

Hamilton, St. Paul’s; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Tom Billard, 1901 8th Concession West, RR1, 
Cambridge, ON N1R 582; 519-621-3023; 
tcbillard@rogers.com. 

Hamilton, The South Gate; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Colleen Smith, 47 Sunvale Place, 
Stoney Creek, ON L8E 426; 289-649-0021; 
csmith45 1@sympatico.ca. 

Kilmartin, Burns Mosa; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Kathy Fraser, c/o North Caradoc-St. 
Andrew's Presbyterian Church, 8503 
Scotchmere Dr., Strathroy, ON N7G 3H3; 
519-245-8769; kfraser001@sympatico.ca. 

Mitchell, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Glenn 
Kukkola, PO Box 129, Shakespeare,ON NOB 
2P0; 519-625-8317; Church1 @cyg.net. 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
All notices of pulpit vacancies will be charged to 
the congregation: $40 minimum for one-time 
insertion or $25 per insertion for four or more. 
This charge applies to all congregations, » 
Contact the Record office regarding items 

for this column. 


North Yarmouth, St. James; Part-time 
ministry; Interim Moderator Rev. John 
Bannerman, c/o Chalmers Presbyterian 
Church, 342 Pond Mills Rd., London, 
ON N5Z 3X5;519-681-7242; 
jbannerman@bellnet.ca. 

Petrolia, St. Andrew's and Dawn, Knox; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Barry Van 
Dusen, c/o St. Giles Presbyterian 
Church, 770 Lakeshore Rd., Sarnia, 
ON N7T 275; 519-542-2253; 
st.giles@ebtech.net. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 
NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 
Portage la Prairie, Man., First; Interim 
Moderator Rev. David Wilson, 
22 Linden Blvd., Brandon, MB 
R7B 1B9; dwilsguy@mts.net. 
Winnipeg, Man., St. Andrew's; 
Interim Moderator Peter Bush, 
197 Browning Blvd., Winnipeg, 
MB R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mts.net. 


SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 

Regina, First; Minister; Co-Interim 
Moderators Rev. Ina Golaiy, 
718 Elm Cres., Weyburn, SK 
S4H 0S7; 306-842-1942; 
golaiy@sasktel.net and Rev. 
Devon Pattemore, 66 Park St., 
Yorkton, SK S3N OT3, 306-782-3659; 
knoxpresb@sasktel.net. > 


& lepoger 


ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN 
IN STAINED GLASS 
(905) 669-4244 
UNIT #6, 8481 KEELE STREET 
CONCORD, ONTARIO L4K 127 
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RECORD SYNOD OF ALBERTA Slocan Valley, St. Andrew’s; Interim 
% AND THE NORTHWEST Moderator Rev. Gavin Robertson, 
. — | 


. Calgary, Alta., Centennial; Interim Moderator c/o First Presbyterian Church, 

e Rev. Tom Brownlee, 12 Scenic Rise NW, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
Calgary, AB T3L 1A8; 250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 
tmbrownlee@hotmail.com. 

Sherwood Park, Alta., pits Park; Interim Obitu a ri es 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Heinrich Grosskopf, 
c/o Dayspring Presbyterian Church, MCKEE, ARCHIE M., a faithful member 
11445-40 Ave. NW, Edmonton, AB T6J0R4; and retired elder of Gale Presbyte- 
780-293-0618; dpcrev@telus.net. rian Church, Elmira, Ont. Archie 
died suddenly on August 6, 2009. 
SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA He is survived by his wife Eva (nee 
Dawson Creek, St. James; Full- time; McFarlane), sons Dean (Katharine) of 
Interim Moderator Rev. George Malcolm, Unionville, Ont., and Rev. Keith (Jan) 
PO Box 843, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4H8; of London, Ont., and by his grand- 
forbespc@telusplanet.net. daughter, Heather. @ 


Th 
Most 
Beautiful 


Church 


Keep the submissions 
coming: don’t be shy— 
share your story. There are 
hundreds of congregations, 
worshipping communities 
and seasonal communities 
across Canada and we 
want to hear from all of 
you. Your submissions 
will be printed in the 
Record each month. 


TO ENTER SEND 200 WORDS AND 
UP TO FIVE PHOTOGRAPHS TO: 
beautifulchurch@presbyterianrecord.ca. 


SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS: 
ALL IMAGES MUST BE HIGH RESOLUTION JPGS, ‘ 
AT A MINIMUM OF 300 DPI AND 1MB i\! 
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Send your Christmas-themed art on an 8 12” x 11” sheet to: 
Presbyterian Record, 50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 157 


i \ 


NTR 
}ODUCING 3 THEOLOGY + CALVIN'S SPIRITUALITY 


Christmas... 
Around | 
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Called to Wonder 


Jonathan said to David, 
“Go in peace, for we have 
sworn friendship with 
each other in the name 
of the Lord” 

I Samuel 20:42 


“What a friend we 
have in Jesus, all our 
sins and griefs to bear, 
what a privilege 

to carry everything 

to God in prayer” 
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For the rest of the verses to this hymn, more stories of Biblical friendships, 
: orto send an e-card to a friend, visit annieshomepage.com/friendshipbible.html 


Meee ere eee ry POCO T EC OCT T HATE O NTO ORT TEEN EEE HHH EEUU HH OH DOO HOOF SHOE HOCH OHHH ELE HS 


CREATED BY ERIN WALTON 


Are you a true friend? 


Do you have a best friend? Read this story from the Bible about two best 
friends who were very loyal to each other, even in the face of danger. 


Jonathan was the son of King Saul and he was very kind. His 
best friend was David, the boy who killed Goliath. David and 
Jonathan made a promise to each other that they would 
always be friends. But King Saul became jealous of their 
friendship and began to hate David. He told Jonathan to kill 
him. But Jonathan loved David and so he made a plan.“Ina 
field not far from here, there is a great stone,” said Jonathan. 
“Go and hide behind it. In three days, | will come with my 
servant and shoot three arrows by its side. If | say to my 
servant, ’Go and find the arrows, they are on this side of you, 
bring them here,’ then you will know that it is safe and there 
is no danger. But if | say ‘Look the arrows are beyond you,’ 
then you must run away for there is great danger.” 

So David hid in the field. Jonathan went to King Saul. 

He begged him not to kill David. King Saul did not listen. He 
became very angry. He threw his sword at Jonathan, but it 
missed him. Jonathan ran from the palace, calling his servant. 
He went to the field near the great stone. Soon his arrows 
flew through the air.“Find the arrows,” called Jonathan.’ They 
are beyond you!” 

David heard and he was very sad. The servant found the 
arrows and Jonathan sent him home. Then David came out of 
his hiding place and put his arms around Jonathan. Jonathan 
told David of his father’s plans to kill him and urged him 
to go far away where he would be safe. He asked David to 
remember that they would always be friends. David ran away. 
(To find out what happened to David and how he eventually 
became King read 1 Samuel 16, the entire book of 2 Samuel, 
and 1 Kings 1-2). 

As Christians, we are blessed to have the best friend 
of all, Jesus. 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


For the Journey, continued from page 50 
some other space, place flavours solitude. 
For me, nature is the perfect seasoning; 
for Linda it’s her favourite room. 

The other thing important to soli- 
tude is what I am doing. Contrary to 
what most people believe and almost 
all experts write, solitude is not best 
as a mindless inactive endeavour. The 
mind is never inactive; neither is the 
body. Again, it is a matter of choosing 
to engage the mind and the body in 
ways that provide the right seasoning 
for solitude. For me, this means quiet 
and still activities that help me to be 
comfortable in solitude. For me it is 
sitting silently and still in a hunting 
spot, observing nature. For me it is 
entering the zen of fly- 


So what happens when one chooses 
solitude? Sometimes I just rest; the 
kind of rest with my eyes wide open 
and my mind running easy that leaves 
me smiling. I have noticed my heart 
rate usually slows down, my anxiety 
level dissipates, and for some reason 
that I will never understand, my soul, 
my inner being, deeply heals. Maybe 
solitude is to the soul like bed-rest is to 
a back injury, I don’t know. But with 
solitude I do know I heal in my soul. 

In choosing solitude, I also know 
that many times my thoughts get 
straightened out and __ simplified. 
Frequently I receive the grace of accep- 
tance through solitude; the sense of “it 


FOR THE 
JOURNEY 


ners often come together to have their 
needs met. The expectations are often 
great and soon, so too is the frustration. 
Often each partner gets more needy and 
greedy as time goes on. Choosing soli- 
tude leaves me alone to deal with my 
needy self. Choosing solitude puts me 
back on track with the fact that being 
together is about meeting my wife’s 
needs, not just having my own needs 
met. It makes me more realistic in what 
I can expect to receive, too. There is a 
real grace that comes to being together 
out of choosing to be alone. 

But by far the greatest gift of soli- 
tude—the one that is the source of all 
the others mentioned above—is what 

solitude does to God and 


casting. For Linda it is 
sitting silently in front of 
her computer doing some- 
thing repetitive like playing 
solitaire, or in her favourite 
chair knitting. The mind 
and body are active but in 
a minimal kind of way. It’s kind of like 
tai chi—deliberately reduced but not 
ceased mind and body activity. 

The other important ingredient 
that provides zest to solitude is silence. 
Again lam not talking about the silence 
of everything else, but silence from 
myself. There is no perfect silence, so I 
need to place myself in the noise that 
edifies solitude. For me, the birdsongs 
or sound of the wind in the aspens or 
the tinkle of Trickle Creek are perfect. 
For Linda it’s the little computer beeps, 
or the click of her needles. There is 
comfort from these sounds. But in 
the midst of these, we are personally 
silent. Solitude needs personal silence 
in order to be the furnace of my soul. 
It opens me up to listen, to be refined, 
to be renewed. 

I suppose I have to say it: sitting 
alone in front of the TV, radio or with 
a cell phone poised to ring is not good 
for solitude, at least not for me. TV 
and radio, or even soft music playing, 
provide too much input. The tele- 
phone provides too easy of an escape. 
These things throw water on the soul- 
furnace, so to speak. 


Contrary to what most people believe and 
almost all experts write, solitude is not 
best as a mindless inactive endeavour 
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is what it is, and it’s okay.” Very often 
my creative edge somehow gets sharp- 
ened. Again, I don’t know why or how 
these things happen; it is never inten- 
tional, it just happens. 

Community prepares me _ for 
solitude. Solitude prepares me _ for 
community. Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
waxed eloquent concerning this in his 
book Life Together. One thing I have 
noticed is that my capacity for giving 
and receiving love is increased by the 
times I spend in solitude. My ability 
to be tolerant is also enhanced. There 
is something about being away that 
enables me to come together. I notice 
and appreciate these benefits in my life 
in the church and with my family. 

Most of all, I have noticed how soli- 
tude benefits my marriage. Linda does 
too. When I get particularly crotchety, 
she will virtually hand me my fishing 
rod and say, “Here! Go blow the 
stink off.” I know that she knows that 
I need to be alone. Marriage has been 
described as two ticks without a dog 
(Eyre, Drawing Close to God: The Essen- 
tials of a Dynamic Quiet Time). 1 think 
what that means is that marriage part- 


me. I don’t often set off to be 
alone with God, but when I 
do, God usually shows up. 
It happens over and over 
again in the Bible. Abraham 
sets off to be alone and God 
shows up with a promise 
and a ram. Jacob sets off to be alone 
and God shows up to wrestle. Moses 
sets off to be alone and God shows 
up burning in a bush. Joshua sets 
off to be alone and God shows up as 
commander. Elijah sets off to be alone 
and God shows up in the stone-cold 
silence of his cave. In the Bible, from 
cover to cover, from Joshua to Jesus, 
there is this connection between soli- 
tude and God showing up. Solitude has 
the capacity to clear the decks of my 
life and allow God in. For me, some- 
times it is just unspoken presence, like 
the kind between two good friends. 
Sometimes it takes the shape of a silent 
soliloquy, with God just listening to 
me. Not often, but often enough so 
as to not unnerve me, it takes the form 
of an unvoiced colloquy. Whatever the 
form, God is distinctly present. And in 
the midst of the solitude and silence 
there is communication; prayer in the 
purest sense. @ 


Rev. David Webber is an author and 
contributing editor to the Record. He is 
a minister of the Cariboo, B.C., house 
church ministry. 
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Silence, Solitaire 
and the Soul 


How solitude strengthens the spirit. BY DAVID WEBBER ILLUSTRATION BY BARRY FALLS 


hunt. I also fish. I also do anything outdoorsy that I can 

get away with, usually alone. Linda has never under- 

stood how I can spend the time that I spend alone in 
the bush, nor why I do it. To be honest, I have never really 
thought about the whys and wherefores. I just do it because 
I have to. 

Linda plays cards. Not the kind you are thinking of, but 
solitaire. And not the kind of solitaire with real cards but 
the computer kind. I have never understood how she can 
spend the time she spends alone in front of a computer 
screen playing solitaire, nor why she does it. I don’t think 
she has ever thought about the whys and wherefores. She 
just does it. She used to knit. 

Some time ago, we received the shocking news that two 
young adult women of a family we know in the Chilcotin 
had been hit by a logging truck. They were outside of their 
pickup tending to something mechanical, perhaps chains. 
The logging truck somehow lost control on the ice, slid and 
apparently sideswiped them. We got news that both girls’ 
bodies were horribly broken up as a result of the accident 
and hanging onto life by a thread. The news greatly shook 
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both of us. I grabbed a rifle and headed into the bush alone. 
Linda went downstairs and fired up the computer to play 
solitaire. It was all about solitude. 

I would not dare to speak for my wife, but for me soli- 
tude is the furnace for my soul. Whenever my inner being 
is pressed, stressed, oppressed, or even impressed, I have 
to have solitude to refine the deep experience that I have 
internalized. I have to be alone. For me it is a matter of the 
Holy Spirit and my human soul. 

As soon as I mention solitude, I know there are many 
who will say, “If solitude is being alone, I don’t need it. I 
am alone far too much; I am lonely.” But for me solitude, in 
the words of Stephan Eyre (Drawing Close to God), “is being 
alone on purpose.” It is choosing to be solitary. Loneliness, 
on the other hand, happens to you. It is not something you 
choose but something thrust upon you. When I grab for 
my rod or rifle and head for the hills alone, I am making a 
choice to be alone. \ 

I am also making a choice to be alone in a specific place. 
For me, place is extremely important to solitude. Whether it’s 


in the bush or in a favourite room or in continued on page 49 
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Each year the Sunday School children at 
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church select a mission 
i project. They alternate between a national and 
an international mission. 
This year they worked with the N.C.C.T. to 
raise funds for their food for children program 
They collected coins in special bags, had a bake 
sale and a b.b.q. Envelope donations were also 
yoratefully received. 
The response from the congrega 
always been very supportive and generous. 
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The Most Beautiful 
Church Contest ve 


The terms of this contest ask 
churches to define the word 
“Beautiful” in any way they 
decide. The folks at St. Paul's, 
Bramalea, Ont., have chosen 
to highlight their work with 
the Native Canadian Centre 
of Toronto, which “provides a 
supportive environment for 
Aboriginal people residing 
in the Greater Toronto Area 


through the delivery of client- 


centred services enabling 
them to live independently 
in their homes.” 


Next month, another definition 
of beautiful. 
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Communications Office 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
www.presbyterian.ca/communications 
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that understands 


FINDING COMMUNITY WITH CHRIST 
IN THE LORD’S SUPPER. 


Gifts of Change! 


Give a gift that es lives 


¢ $5 gives a family a mosquito net to fight 
malaria in Africa (PWHEA01) 


° $25 buys training manuals to equip 
lay leaders in Ghana (IMGH01) 


¢ $30 gives a family seeds to grow in 
Nicaragua (PWAGRO1) 


¢ $60 supports refugee claimants in 
Montreal (€M31) 


° $80 buys a bike to help share the 
gospel in Kenya (IMKE01) 


¢ $250 supplies a wheelchair in Malawi 
(PWTIDZ01) 


° $300 fills a tooth at a free dental clinic in inner-city Toronto (€M34) % 


More projects online at 
www.presbyterian.ca/giftsofchange 


® Agift in any amount helps. Donate online at 
www.presbyterian.ca/donate 


Sd 


Order free catalogues from The Book Room for 
every member of your congregation and put 
them in your Sunday bulletins! 
Give a gift in 
someone's name 
and we will 

send them a 

gift card. 


The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
1-800-619-7301 
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The Record Roundtable 


MEET OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS. BY DAVID HARRIS 


terian Record left the umbrella of the 

church governance to become a fed- 
erally incorporated not-for-profit to con- 
tinue publishing the magazine founded 
in 1876 by Montreal businessman and 
journalist James Croil. 

The board of directors, who govern 
the Record, has also increased to 11 from 
nine and will add another position next 
year. So it is a good time to introduce the 
directors. 

Michael Munnik, an Ottawa-based 
journalist who grew up in the West, leads 
the board. Prior to becoming a director, 
Mike contributed a number of articles to 
the Record. Mike is also an elder at Knox, 
Ottawa. 

The two longest-serving members of 
the board are Sandra Demson and Mary 
Chudley. Both joined in 2005. 

Sandra is also one of two lawyers on 
the board. An elder at Rosedale, Toronto, 
she recently retired from private family 
law practice in the city. Sandra is also a 
former vice-president of the Canadian 
Council of Churches. 

Mary Chudley currently works in the 
field of health administration. Prior to 
that, she was Youth in Mission coordina- 
tor for the Presbyterian Church in Can- 
ada, based in Montreal. Alison Toscano 
joined the board with Mike Munnik in 
2006. Alison attends Unionville Church 
in Ontario, and is director of operations 
at Supply Chain & Logistics Association 
Canada, a non-profit organization of busi- 
ness professionals interested in improv- 


[ is almost a decade since the Presby- 


ing their logistics and supply chain man- 
agement skills. She is also president of A 
Toscano Consultants Ltd. 

Four directors joined the board in 
2007: David Blaikie, Duncan Cowie, 
Brooke Klassen and Rev. Fred Speckeen. 

David Blaikie is a member of St. 
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David's, Halifax, where he is a professor 
of law at Dalhousie Law School. A gradu- 
ate of both Harvard’s law and divinity 
schools, David is co-author of The Legal 
Guide for Canadian Churches. 

When he joined the board, Duncan 
Cowie lived in Aurora, Ont. Since then, 
he has moved first to Shanghai and more 
recently to Manila, where he is executive 
vice-president of international business 
services provider Transcom North Amer- 
ica/Asia. Duncan is an elder at Thornhill 
Church, Ontario. 

Brooke Klassen is undergraduate pro- 
grams advisor at the Edwards School of 
Business at the University of Saskatche- 
wan, and has embarked on her MBA. She 
holds a degree in commerce, specializing 
in marketing, and attends St. Andrew’s, 
Saskatoon. 

Rev. Fred Speckeen is retired in name. 
He has travelled to about a third of the 
world’s countries, living and working in 
several as a missionary. He was president 
of four community and vocational col- 
leges and has owned small businesses and 
served many boards of both for-profit 
and not-for-profit corporations. 

In 2008, the board began reflecting 
on the expertise needed around the table 
to guide and govern the magazine and 
decided to add three positions by 2010, 
two this year. 

Rev. Ian Fraser also retired from the 


board in the summer after seven dedicated 
years of service, the last four as convener. 
Jan was an eloquent and passionate pro- 
moter of the Record, as anyone who heard 
him address the past four assemblies will 
know. With Ian’s retirement, three new 
directors have joined the board. 

John Barrett has spent most of his life 
involved in businesses of various sizes and 
has owned and sold several of them. These 
days he manages to clerk the session at 
Zion, Charlottetown, while spending about 
100 days a year travelling across North 
America as director of sales, marketing and 
development for Veseys Seeds Ltd. 

Norm Diffey is an elder at Paulin 
Memorial, Windsor, Ont., where he 


chairs the mission and outreach commit- ’ 


tee. He recently retired as a professor at 

i 
the University of Windsor in the Faculty 
of Education and has spent many years 


teaching French and German in Quebec. 


Rev. Maria Lallouet is minister of 
Community Presbyterian, Welland, Ont., 
and clerk of the Presbytery of Niagara. 
She brings not only long experience in 
the church to the table but prior to) emi- 


grating to Canada, she was a journalist 


in Hungary for 15 years. 

Given the challenges facing maga- 
zine publishers today, we are grateful for 
the time these people give to oversee the 
magazine’s operations. 


word of apology for the late delivery 

of your October issue. October was 
also the launch of the Record’s annual 
appeal. Thank you to those who have 
already sent in their donations and a 
gentle reminder to those readers who 
have yet to do so. 
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Enjoying McLelland 

Rev. Dr. Joseph McLelland’s articles 
published under the title Theology 101 
became an ongoing area of discussion 
with a group of friends who met infor- 
mally to explore some of the issues 
raised in them. 

We have enjoyed the series and found 
several points of interest that we felt 
increased our knowledge and broadened 
our understanding of our own faith. 

In the December 2008 issue, the 
idea that, as believers we are followers 
of “The Way” caught our interest 
immediately. Religion ought to be a 
way of living in relationship with God 
and each other, not a set of rules or 
doctrines that dictate our relationship 
with God and each other. 

In the March 2009 issue, McLelland 
placed God in the centre with all reli- 
gions, including Christianity, moving 
around Him with their own varieties 
of faith and truth, and this vision reso- 
nated with all of us. 

The July/August 2009 issue gave us 
a new way to look at the term Chris- 
tian (or Muslim, Buddhist, Jewish, 
Hindu) as an adjective rather than a 
noun. “When I am obeying God’s will, 
Iam doing something Muslim, when I 
love my neighbour, I am Jewish, when 
I lose myself in contemplation, I am 
Hindu, when | strive against selfish- 
ness, 1am Buddhist.” What a great way 
to find our common ground instead of 
always seeing our differences! 

Finally, to those who are horrified 
that some of these things are ques- 
tioned, we believe that questioning 
is a healthy state. How are we able to 
answer questions posed by our youth 
if we are not brave enough to question 
these things ourselves? 

We are grateful to Dr. McLelland 
for his insight and we appreciate the 

editor’s decision to publish this very 
thought-provoking series. 
AMANDA CURRIE, YOKA DEBRUUN, DINEKE 
KRAAY, MERLE MCGOWAN, ARLINE SANDERSON, 
BERNICE SHIH, SASKATOON 


Letters 


I would like to read more by Dr. McLel- 
land. I believe our mission should be 
justice and mercy, not conversion. 
God is too big for one religion. 

CECILIA BRIDGE, VIA RECORD WEBSITE 


Editor responds: The Theology 101 
series will continue into 2010 under 
the guidance of Rev. Dr. Joseph McLel- 
land and Rev. Dr. John Vissers along 
with Rev. Dr. Pam McCarroll and Rev. 
Dr. Richard Topping. 


Silence is Deadly 

Janet (not her name) is a nurse practi- 
tioner in one of Ontario’s large hospi- 
tals. There, one of her specialised 
duties is the supervision of diabetic 
patients undergoing dialysis. Entering 
a room where a patient lay waiting for 
this particular care, Janet saw that the 
program being shown on the televi- 
sion screen was one discussing the 
day-to-day lives of several lesbian 
women. Her patient expressed her 
disgust with these women and stated 
that she would be horrified, “If one of 
these people laid a hand on me.” After 
the treatment was over and Janet > 


write to Us 
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU. EMAIL US YOUR 


THOUGHTS ABOUT THIS ISSUE TO: 
LETTERS@PRESBYTERIANRECORD.CA 
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assured that her patient was comfort- 
able, she pondered, “Should I have told 
her that I am a lesbian woman or was 
I right to maintain my duty as a nurse 
and fulfill only my duty there? Did I 
miss an opportunity?” By the way, some 
years ago Janet left her church where 
she was baptized as a baby. She felt that 
she would not continue to be seen as 
a valuable member if she were honest 
about herself. Janet now worships in 
the church of another denomination. 

I am sure that amongst our intel- 
ligent, thoughtful church members 
there are some who could tell similar 
stories. The old story: “Evil will prevail 
because good people do nothing.” 

JOAN M. BELL, TORONTO 


Universalism 
Re Godincident, Letters, September 
Zander Dunn continues to fall into 
the trap identified by Augustine ages 
ago—that if one believes what one 
likes about the gospel and rejects what 
one doesn’t like, it’s not the gospel one 
believes but oneself. Theology that 
begins in opinion rather than revela- 
tion is bound to find itself at odds with 
the gospel, the Bible, and the church 
that proclaims both. The fact that two 
of Zander’s paragraphs begin with the 
word “I” gives a strong indication of the 
source of his theology. It does not help 
his cause to quote Bible passages that 
seem to imply universalism without 
also dealing with the many that don’t. 
If one quotes the Bible as an authorita- 
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tive source, one needs to deal with the 
whole thing. Neither does it help to 
point to people like Origen as a way of 
suggesting that universalism was always 
a Christian option. Origen’s theology 
was recognized by the early church as 
often being unbiblical and is recognized 
today as being influenced as much by 
Platonism and Gnosticism as by scrip- 
ture. The Christian church exists, not 
as a collection of people who say “I 
believe,” but as a community of faith 
that says “We believe” and on the basis 
of that shared faith proclaims Jesus to a 
world that is perishing without him. 
DUNCAN CAMERON, SCARBOROUGH, ONT. 


In reply to universalism as expressed 
by Zander Dunn, I wish to present the 
following quotation from The Case for 
the Real Jesus by Lee Strobel: “We read in 
2 Peter 3:9 that God isn’t willing that any 
should perish but that all would come to 
repentance. It is not God who marginal- 
izes people; it’s people who marginalize 
God. What prevents universal salvation 
is human freedom—a rejection of God’s 
salvation. It’s human beings who push 
God away and who want to keep Him 
at arm’s length. God makes His salva- 
tion available to all people but not all 
choose to embrace it.” 

And choose is the key word. It 
all goes back to the Garden of Eden 
when Adam and Eve chose free will 
as opposed to living in paradise. So 
universalism is wishful thinking since 
not all will repent. 

G. MACKINTOSH, PORT COQUITLAM, B.C. 


Tobacco farm, Malawi 


Thank God for Zander Dunn of Stella, 
Ont., and for his “good news.” Thank 
God Zander Dunn has grown beyond 
the outdated intent of the Westmin- 
ster Confession of Faith written 363 
years ago which, among other things, 
declares that some of us will eventu- 
ally reside in hell. 

Thank God Dunn has embraced 
the belief that God will never reject 
anyone, regardless of our human frail- 
ties. I believe we are all sinners and God 
does not cherry-pick by striking down 
some and raising up others. There is 
little doubt He doesn’t condone many 
of our thoughts and deeds but I am 
convinced He does forgive. Heaven 
would be an empty place if only the 
unblemished were allowed to enter. 
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I feel comfort when I embrace 
Dunn’s beliefs, and I pray that other 
ministers and parishioners of our 
wonderful church will open their 
arms and minds to everyone, rejecting 
no one and viewing the Westminster 
Confession of Faith as a dictatorial 
document that has served its time. 

DICK DODDS, STELLA, ONT. 


Stress Leads to Depression 
Re No Room For Blame, Letters July/August 

I don’t feel one can so easily 
discount a causal link between depres- 
sion and stress. Stress frequently leads 
to anxiety and anxiety is a major 
component of depression. In fact, 
some people who suffer from severe 
depression would say that the anxiety 
component of their illness is even 
worse than the depression. In my 
work as a psychotherapist, I see many 
people suffering from work stress and 
burnout. Many of them have trouble 
asserting appropriate boundaries, as do 
many clergy. The treatment involves 
psychotherapy and anti-depressants. 
Clear signs of depression and anxiety 
are usually present. 

One recent theory concerning 
depression, out of Britain, posits that 
the root cause of depression is chronic 
anxiety frequently brought on by undue 
stress. The anxiety either disrupts or 
prevents proper sleep and this in turn 


Looking to Advertise in 
the Presbyterian Record? 


causes many of the depressive symp- 
toms: low mood, lack of concentration 
and energy, etc. Part of recovery is to 
minimize sources of stress and to do 
proper self-care which involves asserting 
proper boundaries. Restoring proper 
restful sleep is critical for recovery. 
Although the reasons are not so 
clearly understood, there is no question 
the number of people suffering depres- 
sion is up dramatically from previous 
generations. According to one study, 
the rate of depression for women born 
since the Korean War is 60 times higher 
than for women born prior to 1900. 
The rate for men is 30 times higher. 
Another study found that 60 per cent of 
the people walking around downtown 
Toronto during the day were depressed. 
(No Toronto jokes!) Chronic and exces- 
sive stress is a serious issue in our society 
and a major health problem. 
GUNAR KRAVALIS, LONDON, ONT. 


Up in Smoke 
Re Malawi Photo Essay, July/August 

On page 26, the photo in the 
lower left under the comment about 
food crops appears to be a large field 
of tobacco. A substitute photo of food 
crops should be printed. 

JOHN REYNOLDS, KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 


Editor responds: Tobacco plants are big 
business in Malawi and some are seen 
in the background of a photograph of a 
woman who is happily affected by Pres- 
byterian World Service and Development 
programming. Other plants, and crops, 
are seen throughout the photo essay. 


How to Make an Editor Blush 
Thank you, thank you, thank you. 

The Record’s September coverage of 
Canada Youth 2009 was exceptional. 
The pictures, articles and the blog 
entries captured the event well. 

Thanks! 

SPENCER EDWARDS, SYNOD YOUTH 

CONSULTANT, THE SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN 

ONTARIO; ICONNECTIONS.CA i 


Evangel Hall Mission 


Out of the Cold 


We need your help 


Evangel Hall Mission renews its 
commitment to the Out of the Cold 
program by providing a safe and 
warm environment for 25 men and 

women who would otherwise spend 
cold winter nights on the street. 


From November to March, on 
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, 
we transform our drop-in centre 
into a living room with low lights, 
comfortable mattresses and 
warm blankets. 


While we have the facilities for this 
program, we are struggling 
to provide meals for our guests. 


Evangel Hall Mission needs 
enthusiastic volunteers who 
can prepare meals in their own 
community and then delivery 
them to the Hall on Tuesday 
or Wednesday evening. 


If cooking is not your cup of tea, 
a donation of $350 will purchase 
dinner and breakfast for one session 
of the Out of the Cold program. 


Your contributions make 
an immediate difference in 
the lives of our participants. 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 
552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 
Phone (416) 504-3563 
Fax (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR 0001 
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St. Timothy’s, Ajax, Ont. 

Faithful member of St. Timothy’s, Ajax, Ont., and minister emeritus, 
St. John’s, Medicine Hat, Alta. Roger Chittenden celebrated his 100th birthday in August. He 
delighted the congregation by playing several pieces on the organ. 
Roger commented to another senior on all the congratulatory 
messages he received from the Mayor, the Prime Minister, and the 
Queen.“! got those too,” she replied.”| also got one from the Pope!” 
Perhaps the PCC could get the Moderator to do the same! 


Rev. Dr. Nancy Cocks honoured Catriona 
Dunlop who had served as an elder at 
St. John’s, Medicine Hat, Alta., for nearly 
18 years. A gift to young ministers in 
Malawi was made in Catriona’s name 
through PWS&D's Something Extra. 
And, yes, there was also cake. 


Knox, Woodstock, Ont. 
Moderator Harvey Self visited 
Knox, Woodstock, Ont., on 
Sunday, Oct. 4; on the 

same day the congregation 
welcomed the rest of a Karen 
Burmese family. Mother Paw 
Say and her two youngest 
children have been here for 
almost two years; they were 
joined by the remaining five. 
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Presbytery of Pictou, at Barney’s River 
What were you doing on April 26, 1949? 

Rev. James Grant knows: that’s the day 

he was ordained to ministry of Word and 
Sacrament. Sixty years later ... there was cake, 
and friendship. Grant was honoured by the 
Presbytery of Pictou, at Barney’s River, where 
he is honorary associate minister and is much 
loved. He is seen with his wife, Annabelle. 
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On the Journey 

__ Record readers have been 

___ following the adventures 
of Chelsea Webber for 
years, thanks to her father’s 
monthly column. Here's 
the whole Webber clan 
celebrating a new chapter 
in her life: Halden (brother), 
Linda (mother), Bud (dog), 
David (father), Chelsea 

and Mike (bride and her 
husband), Jacob (nephew), 
Ife (sister-in-law) and 

Davin (brother). 


Dayspring, Edmonton 

Where to begin talking about Dayspring, Edmonton? In this photograph we see folks 
of Cameroonian descent lifting the roof to praise God. They were celebrating the 
fact that Walter, who was an elder in Cameroon, was being admitted to Dayspring's 
session. (See him and two other inductees on our website.) Also on the website: A 
refugee family from Eritrea, which Dayspring sponsored; and, the choir of the Bethel 
Korean Baptist congregation, which had a joint worship at Dayspring. And, Rev. John 
Carr and his wife, Marilyn were teaching at a seminary in South India earlier this 
year—guess that'll have to wait for another time. But you will find a timeline history 
of the refugee sponsorship process which could be helpful to other congregations. 


PLEASE VISIT THE MONTHLY PNP PAGE AT WWW.PRESBYTERIANRECORD.CA FOR MORE. 
Rev. Michael Rundle goes home to Hopewell to kick start his ministry. And the Ontario 
Presbyterian Choir goes to Switzerland to share their ministry. 
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The organizers of a concert in Vancouver raised $30,000 for PWS&D; the effects of Typhoon Morakot. 


Taiwanese Communities 


Raise Big Bucks for Typhoon Relief 


PWS&D strengthens its partnerships with Taiwan. BY AMY MACLACHLAN 


TAIWANESE COMMUNITIES in Toronto 
and Vancouver have raised more than 
$240,000 for relief work in Taiwan 
after Typhoon Morakot ravished the 
southern part of the island on Aug. 8. 
The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan is 
carrying out the relief effort, but Pres- 
byterian World Service and Develop- 
ment will administer the funds. 

“It’s tremendous that support for 
this appeal has come from across the 
country,” said PWS&D director Ken 
Kim. “We thank the churches and 
community organizations who have 
given their vote of confidence to 
PWS&D to effectively administer their 
generous donations. The legacy of 
the Presbyterian Church’s mission in 
Taiwan remains overwhelmingly posi- 
tive and the relationship has matured 
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into a true partnership.” 

Twenty-five different groups in 
Vancouver’s Taiwanese community 
responded to the disaster by orga- 
nizing numerous fundraisers. The dual 
congregation of Kerrisdale/Vancouver 
Taiwanese, who worship in the same 
building, was one of these groups. 
They hosted a concert that featured 
music, a silent auction, and authentic 
Taiwanese food. Individuals from the 
congregation also took on their own 
mini-projects, including two young 
brothers who gathered their toys for a 
yard sale. “When they sold out, their 
neighbours brought some more for 
them to sell too,” said Ruth Chueh, 
a member of Vancouver Taiwanese. 
“They brought all the proceeds to the 
concert for donation.” 


The concert raised about $30,000 
of the more than $137,000 raised by 
all groups, and was sent to PWS&D 
in September. Chueh said fundraisers 
are ongoing, and the community was 
hoping to reach $200,000 by the end 
of October. 

Meanwhile, the Association of 
Taiwanese Organizations in Toronto 
(including Taiwanese Presbyterian 
churches) raised more than $105,000 
through numerous fundraising initia- 
tives including a concert, golf tourna- 
ment, barbeques, church services and 
a fundraising dinner in September. 

In addition to the above fund- 
raising efforts, PWS&D has received 
individual and congregation dona- 
tions for a grand total of more than 
$307,000 as of mid-October. > 
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The total estimate of the PCT's 
response is more than $6 million, and 
is focused on indigenous communi- 
ties underserved by the government. 
The response—and PCT’s role as facil- 
itator—is helping to ensure that relief 
activities take into account the special 
needs of these communities. 


‘The legacy of the Presbyterian 
Church's mission in Taiwan remains 
overwhelmingly positive’ 


The relief response covers several 
aspects, including temporary housing 
and daily necessities for six months for 
2,000 people, educational assistance, 
psychosocial support to help victims 
deal with trauma, permanent housing, 
and employment assistance to help 
people rebuild their livelihoods. 

According to Alex Macdonald, 
program coordinator for the Americas 
at PWS&D, the biggest issue facing 
both the people affected and the orga- 
nizations working with them is land. 
“Land needs to be secured for the 
establishment of permanent housing, 
and thus negotiations are ongoing to 
resolve this issue and move ahead with 
the building of new homes,” he said. 


Organizing emergency supplies in Taiwan. 


Community news 


Maintaining 
a God Place 


Camping ministry may be expensive, but it’s worthwhile. 


BY CONNIE PURVIS 


“AS A WHOLE, the church supports 
camp and says it’s a wonderful thing, 
and talks about how it played such a 
big role in the lives of those who went 
into full-time ministry,” said Jen Bell, 
director of Camp Christopher, Sask. 
“But sometimes when it comes to 
funding it’s a different story.” 

Camps are among the most expensive 
ministries backed by presbyteries and 
synods, with annual budgets ranging 
from $100,000 to $600,000. Fractions 
of the required funds are provided 
through presbytery or synod grants, and 
are supplemented by donations, facility 
rentals and camper registrations. 

“Camping is a little bit of an orphan 
at the national level, not because no 
one cares about it, but because it was 
deemed wise to give the synods and 
presbyteries oversight of the camps,” 
said Dorothy Henderson, then-asso- 
ciate secretary of the Vine. National 
funding has occasionally been 
provided, but it has always been desig- 
nated for specific purposes. 

Although Bell notes that camps tend 
to have strong support from congrega- 
tions and former campers, those outside 
the administrative side of camping are 
often unfamiliar with regulations that 
have changed dramatically in the past 
two decades. New provincial water 
standards following the Walkerton 
crisis meant an unexpected $40,000 
to $60,000 upgrade to water filtration 
systems at Ontario camps. 

“Finances are always a struggle,” 
said Audrey Cameron, executive 
director of Camp Geddie, N.S., and a 
regional staff person with the Synod 
of the Atlantic Provinces. 

Camp Geddie runs year-round on 
about $230,000 and without 


Camp Geddie, N.S., is supported by the 
Synod of the Atlantic Provinces. 


dedicated full-time staff. As a regional 
staff person, Cameron splits her time 
between the camp and other youth 
ministry projects. 

Of the 10 camps represented at a 
conference in November, only one 
had more than a single dedicated 
full-time staff person. Four had a 
single staff person whose time was 
split among several youth ministries, 
and one had no full-time staff at all. 
Seasonal staff hired for the summer 
ranged from 12 to 65. 

“I think the challenges camping 
ministries are facing in some ways 
mirror the challenges the denomina- 
tion is facing,” said Rev. Gwen Brown, 
who worked at Camp Kintail, Ont., for 
15 years before moving into ministry 
in British Columbia. “There are fewer 
people to volunteer, resources are 
limited, and camping ministry depends 
on volunteers. But for the denomina- 
tion right now, it’s a visible sign of life.” 

“Sometimes it’s a struggle to get 
the wider church to understand what 
camping ministry is,” said Cameron. 
“Once it was church kids who came, 
but now it’s outreach. It’s evangelism. 
Most kids have no church background. 
This is their God place.” @ 
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NEWS International 


Lessons Learned in Palestine 


A young Presbyterian’s eyes are opened. BY NICOLE MCLELLAN-CLITEUR 


An Israeli settlement—identified by the red roofs and identical facades—taken on the 
way to Jerusalem from Tel Aviv; Hannah Carter with a boy from Beit Ommer. 


THE CONFLICT in Israel-Palestine has 
garnered international media atten- 
tion, though balanced, comprehen- 
Sive coverage is lacking. This summer, 
thanks to financing from International 
Ministries and support from Youth in 
Mission, myself and two other Cana- 
dians, Michael Watt and Hannah 
Carter, attended the fourth annual 
Sabeel conference in Israel-Palestine. 
This conference was one of the most 
profound experiences I have ever had 
and I returned home with a new sense 
of an issue that once baffled me. 
Sabeel is an ecumenical Christian 
organization that seeks to deepen the 
faith of Palestinian Christians and 
promote social unity leading to social 
action. The annual young adults confer- 
ence brings together youth from around 
the world and Palestine to learn about 
the conflict and experience what life 
is like in the region. The theme of the 
conference was Palestinian Christians 
and the Challenges of Today. While 
there, we traveled across Israel and the 
West Bank and met with Palestinian 
Christian leaders and families, as well as 
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leaders of Israeli groups who supported 
the Palestinian cause. The people we 
met welcomed us into their homes 
and communities as if we were family. 
Everyone had stories to tell of their lives 
in Israel-Palestine, and some were able 
to share the stories of their ancestors 
who lived through the wars of 1948 


It was hard to believe that some 
of the stories we heard weren't 
written about in the media 


and 1967. It was hard to believe that 
some of the stories we heard weren’t 
written about in the media, and it really 
began to hit home how little the inter- 
national community knows about what 
is happening in Israel-Palestine. 

One of my most memorable expe- 
riences was our trip to a refugee camp 
near Bethlehem, where we met families 
who live there. The grandmother of the 
family I met with had lived through the 
Nakba of 1948, when her family was 
moved from the Mediterranean coast 
city of Akka to the refugee camp where 
she currently lives. Her family has since 


expanded, and now four generations live 
under one roof. One of her daughters 
cooked dinner for us, and I was able to 
have a conversation with her. She asked 
where I was from, and when I told her 
I was from Toronto, her face lit up. She 
told me one of her brothers had moved 
to Toronto and owns a steel factory. She 
was so excited to have met someone 
who lived in the same city as the brother 
she hasn’t seen in years. This moment 
sticks with me, as I was able to connect 
with a woman I barley knew and make 
her so happy, just by being there and 
representing something that connected 
her to her brother so far away. 

I learned many things from the confer- 
ence. First, I learned that even the most 
oppressed people can have an over- 
whelming love for complete strangers. 
Second, even though the conflicts aren’t 
always written about in the papers, it 
doesn’t mean they aren’t happening. 
Finally, the international community 
really has no idea what is happening 
in Israel-Palestine, and in order to help, 
people need to invest in learning about 
what is really going on. = 


Nicole McLellan-Cliteur attends St. Mark’s, 
Toronto, and studies Public Affairs and 
Policy Management at Carleton Univer- 
sity. She hopes to complete a Masters 
degree in International Relations. 
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News Briefs 


Camp Director Moves On 

In August, Beth Allison, longtime execu- 
tive director of Cairn camping ministries, 
announced she would be resigning from 
her position following the annual meeting 
of the Synod of Central, Northeastern Onta- 
rio and Bermuda in October. The duties pre- 
viously associated with her position will be 
split between the current co-directors. 

“It is simply time,” said Allison, when 
asked what prompted the decision. “It has 
been an honour to serve our synod cam- 
ping ministry all these years but | feel God 
is calling me to use my gifts in a different 
capacity. | have great confidence in the 
board, the summer staff and certainly the 
co-directors to take up the torch and conti- 
nue to provide a wonderful camping mini- 
stry to all our campers and families.” 

Allison was the director at Glen Mhor 
since 1995 and became an executive direc- 
tor of Cairn (which was created in 2005 as 
the umbrella organization of four Ontario 


camps: Glen Mhor, lona, Dorothy Lake and 
Presbyterian Music Camp). She was also a 
camper and counsellor for many years. All 
together, Allison has 27 years’ experience at 
both Glen Mhor and Cairn. 


New PWS8&D Staff 


Barbara Treviranus joined PWS&D in Sep- 
tember on a one-year contract as the Refu- 
gee Program Coordinator. Treviranus brings 
more than 20 years’ experience in refugee 
resettlement and sponsorship issues. She 
has recently returned from a UNHCR 
deployment to Nepal where she was hel- 
ping Bhutanese refugees. 

Glynis Williams, who handled the posi- 
tion for the past two years, returns to her 
post as executive director of Action Réfu- 
gies in Montreal. The agency was founded 
in 1994 by the Anglican and Presbyterian 
churches to help réfugees realize their right 
to asylum, and rebuild their lives in their 
new community. 


Briefs news fam 


Searchers look for survivors after a tsunami 
triggered by an 8.3-magnitude earthquake 
hit the Samoan islands 


Tsunami, Earthquake and 
Typhoon Keep PWS&D Busy 
Three natural disasters in September have 
left thousands injured, dead, homeless, or 
without water and sanitation, and have 
had PWS&D staff working overtime to help 
coordinate emergency responses through 
Action by Churches Together, an internatio- 
nal relief organization that PWS&D has part- 
nered with since ACT's inception in 1995. 

In Samoa and two neighbouring »> 


Kortright Receives Government Grant for Building Renovations 


into a former school about four years ago after outgrowing its 
church building, which was sold to a hospice. 
The funds will cover the majority of the cost of a new roof,a new 


| 
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Kortright Presbyterian near Guelph, Ont., has received a federal 
grant worth $760,700 to help finance renovations to its buil- 
ding. The grant is part of a $1.4-million funding stimulus for the 
Guelph area announced in September. 

“The funding truly was miraculous in terms of timing and 
amount received,” David Rekker, an elder at Kortright and the one 
who submitted the online grant application, told the Record. “| 
have definitely learned that God still loves to work in inexplicable 
ways. He also answers prayers that may seem outlandish.” 

Kortright was established almost 30 years ago but moved 


heating system and some wall insulation. 

"The reason we received funding [from the Community 
Adjustment Fund through Industry Canada] was because our 
project was shovel-ready, our building serves many functions in 
the community, and because we asked for it,” said Rekker.“I used 
to work for Habitat for Humanity; its founder, Millard Fuller, had 
a saying regarding fundraising that | have always remembered: 
‘We've tried asking and not asking. We find that asking works 
better. That was definitely the case here.” 

Rekker said the best advice he can give other churches hoping 
for similar help is to contact their local MP and MPP, and ask to 
be added to their email list of funding announcements. 

As per funding stipulations, the renovations must be com- 
pleted by March 31, 2010, and the church must submit records 
to the government, showing how the money is being used. @ 
-with files from the Guelph Tribune 
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WS news Briefs 


JORN CALVIN 


A LECTURE BNTHTEED 
“Jonn Galvin, 
the Man, the Myth, the Marvel” 


will be presented by 
DR. VICTOR SHEPHERD 


Professor of Theology, Tyndale University College and Seminary, Toronto 


at CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
165 CHARLTON AVE., WEST, HAMILTON 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8 AT 3:00 P.M. 


islands, survivors continue to search 
for those missing after an earthquake- 
triggered tsunami struck on Sept. 29. 
More than 32,000 people are homeless, 
and 1,146 people were confirmed dead, 
most of whom were children, women 
and elderly. 

On Sept. 2,a 7.3 earthquake hit the sou- 
thern coast of West Java. Over 6,000 peo- 
ple are displaced from their homes and 
over 8,000 houses were damaged, with 
the worst damage occurring in rural areas. 
Materials for temporary shelters, tarpau- 
lins, blankets and mats are badly needed. 

A typhoon hit the Philippines on Sept. 
26, killing 144 people and leaving more 
than 150,000 homeless. Almost all resi- 
dents have lost their means of livelihood 
and flooding in the major cities has con- 
taminated water supplies and destroyed 
rice crops. 

Urgent relief assistance will include 
food, drinking water, clothes, sleeping mats, 
mosquito nets, basic medicines and perso- 
nal hygiene needs. Medical teams, as well 
as equipment for search and rescue teams 
have also been deployed, and longer-term 


assistance and rehabilitation efforts will 
also be undertaken. 

Congregations and individuals can 
support this work by donating to PWS&D 
by phone, mail, or online. For more details 
and for new developments, visit www.pre- 
sbyterian.ca/pwsd. —with files from PWS&D 
and ACT International. 


Training for Transition 

Canada Ministries and the Vine are hosting 
Congregations in Transition, a training 
workshop that will help 30 participants 
gain skills in helping congregations that 
are going through times of transition such 
as closing, amalgamating or clustering. The 
December event will feature American 
Alice Mann, a consultant with The Alban 
Institute who specializes in congregatio- 
nal development, planning and visioning, 
and size transition. 

Participants include regional staff, as 
well as ministers and laypersons who have 
the time and interest to be a coach for pre- 
sbyteries and congregations, and who can 
function as small “teams” along with regio- 
nal staff to help out when needed. 


City Chaplain’s Position Questioned 


But ultimately affirmed. By AMY MACLACHLAN 


EDMONTON'S unique city chaplain 
position was called into question in 
September over the issue of multi- 
culturalism, but was affirmed by city 
council and the city’s administration. 

The question came from a concerned 
citizen who had read a report from 
chaplain (and Presbyterian minister) 
John Dowds that was written to coun- 
cil’s executive committee explaining 
the services Dowds provides. Such 
reports are made public, and, in turn, 
the public has the right to speak when 
they are presented. 

As reported in the Edmonton Journal, 
citizen Charlie Richmond asked council 
if, “in ourmulticultural, pluralistic society 
there remains a question of whether any 
particular faith ought to be entrenched.” 
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Richmond wanted volunteers of various 
faiths to do the job instead. 

Dowds said the question was a result 
of lack of information and under- 
standing regarding exactly what Dowds 


‘In our multicultural, pluralistic 
society there remains a question 
of whether any particular faith 
ought to be entrenched’ 


does, which includes grief and trauma 
counselling to firefighters and para- 
medics, stress management, writing 
condolence cards, and spiritual coun- 
selling—though he refers to other faith 
representatives if needed. 

The term ‘chaplain’ was also ques- 
tioned, wondering if the word itself 


ostracized non-Christians. 

“Our regular council meetings 
always begin with prayer,” Dowds told 
the Record, “and just a week before this 
happened, we had a Muslim chaplain 
lead prayer. That is the term he uses. It 
may have its history in Christianity, but 
‘chaplain’ has become a generic term.” 

Dowds has been in the position since 
2006, though the role has existed for 28 
years. He is open about his Presbyterian 
heritage, but his office is free of religious 
symbols, and his dress is subdued. 

“It’s a reminder to me and to my office 
that there is always the opportunity for 
education and for a better understanding 
of my role,” he said. “We have to affirm 
the ecumenical and interfaith aspect. 
More of that needs to get out.” @ 
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Letter from China news B® 


Living Like a Local 


Taking time for more than teaching while in China. BY DAVID PHILLIPS 


PART TWO 

IF YOU READ MY LAST LETTER, you will 
remember that sunny, hot and humid 
described the weather. But it has 
finally cooled off and the sun has gone 
behind the clouds. Unfortunately, the 
cloudy day fell on a full solar eclipse, 
but we still saw the effects when every- 
thing went dark at 9:30 a.m. 

We attended church on Sunday. 
The main sanctuary seated 1,000 and 
the lower hall sat an equal number. 
The service was in Chinese, but two 
familiar hymns were sung: Holy, Holy, 
Holy and Take Time to be Holy. We met 


| played table tennis against our 
liason, Mr. Ni Hong. Let’s just say 
that he is very, very good 


with the two ministers and two of the 
youth who taught Sunday school. They 
told stories of the church in China and 
the great strides it has made. 

There is a beautiful new city square 
on the fringe of the city. During the day 
it is quiet but at night it lights up and 
large numbers of people go there. While 
there, I played table tennis against our 
liaison, Mr. Ni Hong. Let’s just say that 
he is very, very good. 

In the afternoon we were taken to 
Caishi Park near Ma’anshan. The famous 
Chinese poet, Li Bai is buried here and 
the Yangtze River flows through the 
park. It was a highlight to see the river 
and to experience the bamboo forest. 

Basketball is extremely popular. 
Anywhere there is an open space 
and a basket there are young men 
playing. The policy here is for the 
school grounds and parks to be open 
to the public. Last Sunday afternoon, 
I went for a walk around the campus 
of the Anhui University of Technology, 
our home away from home, and saw 


The building where David Phillips taught English, located on a busy Ma’anshan street. 


almost 200 boys playing basketball on 
the outdoor courts. 

Of course the reason that we are here 
is to teach. Last Thursday, I asked my 
class to prepare a presentation on how 
they spend their spare time. I expected 
a few presentations for a total of about 
25 minutes. I was wrong. They all 
participated and the presentations 
lasted for over an hour. Included were 
a teacher who sang opera, an artist, 
and various teachers who collected 


fascinating items. 

We have had a visit from two of the 
Amity organizers to assess the program. 
Everything is going well and I continue 
to appreciate my UK colleagues, Jane 
and Sonia. We have different styles 
that make the program a better expe- 
rience for our teacher colleagues. We 
continue to appreciate the people of 
China who are very friendly, and our 
teachers who are so keen to learn. 

That is it for now from Ma’anshan. @ 


4GEM 


Guardian Ethical Management Inc. 


Endowments 
Foundations 

Pension Plans 

Capital Funds 

Charitable Organizations 


Bringing Sustainable InvestingTo 
Institutional Investors 


The combined excellence of established industry leaders: Guardian Capital LP and Ethical Fur 


Disciplined investment management consistent with promoting a sustainable society 


Providing institutional investors with an integrated Socially Responsible Investing solute 


Ongoing shareholder engagement sels us apart. 


To find out more about GEM, contact John M. Clancy, CFA 


jclancy@gemportfolios.com 
416.350.6880 
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NY) news World News in Brief 


Organ Donation ‘Act of Love’ 


ENI—Faith leaders in Canada have joined a 
campaign to educate their members about 
the benefits of donating their organs and 
tissue, since Catholics and members of 
other faith communities, including Muslims 
and some Jews, are seen as continuing to 
have misconceptions about the issue of 
organ donation. 

At the September launch of an aware- 
ness campaign by the Trillium Gift of Life 
Network, Rabbi Michal Shekel said there 
is agreement about the importance of or- 
gan donation among Jewish leaders. Some 
members, however, think they are proscri- 
bed from organ donation due to Jewish 
teaching forbidding the desecration of 
one's body. That teaching, however, refers 
to “mutilation” through practices such as 
branding and tattooing, said Shekel. 

The Jewish, Muslim and Catholic leaders 
at the launch said their groups would di- 
stribute 200,000 faith-specific brochures to 
their congregations in coming weeks. 

Moira McQueen, director of the Canadian 
Catholic Bioethics Institute, said some Ca- 
tholics are concerned that organ donation 
may have implications for their resurrec- 
tion.“The soul leaves the body, so there is 
no problem in using parts of the body [for 
organ donation],” said McQueen. 

The Times of London reported in 2008 that 
Pope Benedict, calling it an “act of love,” had 
registered as an organ donor in 1999, when 
he was still Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger. 
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China House Church Razed 


ENI—A religious freedom advocacy group 
has called on the international community 
to put pressure on China to respect the rule 
of law after the destruction of an unofficial 
church in the country’s Shanxi province. 

Hundreds of people in uniforms and civi- 
lian clothes raided the church in September 
after local authorities claimed it was hou- 
sed in an illegally constructed building, and 
was not a church, the Texas-based group 
ChinaAid said. 

ChinaAid claimed that the local autho- 
rities had mobilised about 400 uniformed 
police and other hired attackers to demo- 
lish the new church building, leaving more 
than 100 people injured. 

China has Christians who belong to offi- 
cial government-sanctioned churches, and 
a growing number of other believers who 
belong to unofficial or “house” churches. 


U.S. Theologian Lew Mudge Dies 


PNS—Rev. Lewis S. Mudge, a scholar and 
theologian whose breadth of interests and 
expertise enriched virtually every corner 
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and the 
global ecumenical movement, died on Sept. 
11 at his California home at the age of 79. 

Ordained by Philadelphia Presbytery in 
1955,Mudge served as a Presbyterian pastor 
at Princeton University for two years before 
taking on his first ecumenical assignment 
as secretary of the theology department for 
the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 

From 1976 to 1987, he served as dean 
of the faculty and professor of theology at 
McCormick Theological Seminary in Chica- 
go. Mudge then joined the faculty of San 
Francisco Theological Seminary, and a year 
later, began teaching at the Graduate The- 
ological Union in Berkeley. He served both 
institutions until 2000. 

“Lew Mudge was a truly great church 
leader who lived out the rare combination 
of being both a prophet and a pastor,” 
said the stated clerk of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.), Rev. Gradye Parsons. “His 
enormous intellect and integrity were ap- 
parent throughout his extensive history in 
the ecumenical movement, the classroom 
and beyond.” 


WCC President Calls 
for Action From G20 


WCC—During the G20 summit in Pittsburgh, 
World Council of Churches president from 
North America, Rev. Dr. Bernice Powell Jack- 
son will join more than 25 Christian, Jewish 
and Islamic leaders from the United States 
at the September Faith Leaders Summit to 
press for actions that will help hungry and 
poor people lift themselves out of poverty. 

“Our world is facing not just a financial 
crisis, but a moral crisis,” said Powell Jackson, 
who is an ordained minister of the United 
Church of Christ (USA). “Shall we create a 
world based upon economically and ecolo- 
gically sustainable principles which will result 
in abundance, dignity and security for all? 
That is the great moral question of our time.” 

The religious leaders will convene to 
press G20 leaders to fulfill their promises 
to help people who have suffered from the 
global economic recession. During the G20 
summit, U.S. officials were expected to re- 
lease details on a new initiative to reduce 
global hunger and poverty. 


Nepal Shuns Caste 
Discrimination 


ENI—Nepal has been praised for its bold- 
ness by an alliance of non-governmental 
organizations backed by church groups 
fighting against caste discrimination in 
South Asia, which hope its stand will spur 
similar action from neighbours like India. 

“Nepal strongly supports the U.N. guide- 
lines on caste discrimination as an effective 
mechanism to eliminate a human rights 
outrage that affects 260 million people glo- 
bally,” said Rikke N6hrlind of the Internatio- 
nal Dalit Solidarity Network. 

Caste discrimination that affects Dalits, 
who were once called “untouchables,” has 
been likened to the former apartheid sy- 
stem in South Africa. 

In Geneva, Nepal's state minister for ge- 
neral administration, Jeet Bahadur Gautam 
Darjee, confirmed his government's support 
for a draft set of U.N. principles and guidelines, 
saying they are“a good reference in devising 
the ways and means to address the issue of 
caste-based discrimination” during the draf- 
ting process of Nepal's new constitution. m 
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FAIZ PORTRAIT BY WESLEY BATES/THREEINABOX.COM 


Pop Christianity 


The Other Stx Days 


DIRECTIONS ON HOW TO MANAGE LIFE AWAY FROM THE PEWS. 


ELE NAME of the column is Pop 


Christianity—about the relationship 
between Christianity and the popular 
culture. Ithasalwaysbeenmycontention 
that my faith, Christianity, and the 
church, cannot be a gated community. 
I think sometimes that I am singular 
in that opinion—especially when I 
witness denominational bureaucracies 
failing to provide leadership, failing 
to listen to their members and instead 
creating mandates that largely revolve 
around money. 

Of course, I’m not alone in this. 
Rev. Joseph McLelland often reminds 
me that his first book (written in 1959!) 
was called The Other Six Days—The 
Christian Meaning of Work and Property. 
It’s a great title for a column and every 
now and then I think, maybe I'll 
change the name of my column and 
steal Joe’s. 

That is the challenge for all of us 
in the pews—we don’t live church 
24/7, we can’t; we live in the culture, 
at work, on which we spend over SO 
hours a week, commuting, at the 
grocery store, making meals, washing 
clothes, doing dishes. These are our 
other six days—our faith is in these 
moments, whether we know it or not. 
Weare used to getting sermoned on the 
failures but rarely do we get direction 
on how to manage the six days. 


BY ANDREW FAIZ AND BRADLEY CHILDS 


This is a long way of introducing 
the list on this page. It is prepared 
by Bradley Childs, who was a 
pastoral associate at Dayspring, 
Edmonton, until last summer. He 
is now in Montreal at Presbyterian 
College working towards getting his 
Presbyterian collar. You may recall 
Brad’s byline over the course of this 
year. He has been poring through 
Internet sites to find useful resources 
we can use. 

The list is about the other six 
days—how folks work faith into their 
lives. Some of the items are light- 
hearted (it is good to laugh and as 
you'll note, Brad has a killer sense of 
humour), some are entertaining (it 
is good to relax), some are critical (it 
is good to question). The first item 
may be a bit shocking for some, 
but God bless those who take the 
best the world has to offer (Jesus) 
to help one of the worst situations 
(the sex trade). 

Brad will prepare a similar _ list 
throughout 2010. I think maybe we 
will call it the Other Six Days List. 
Look for it in these pages. 


* WEBSITE: Hookers For Jesus 

This South Las Vegas church is dedicated 
to the ministry of Jesus Christ with a 
special interest in reaching out to street 
workers and those abused though the 
sex trade industry. 
hookersforjesus.net 


* ALBUM: Matthew West - 

You Are Everything 

Contemporary Christian music out 
of Nashville Tennessee. 
matthewwest.com 


* VIDEO: Hurt 

This Johnny Cash video made not long 
before his death is a powerful remake 
of Nine Inch Nails’ late ‘90’s hit by the 
same name. youtube.com 


* BOOK: A Generous Orthodoxy: 

Why | Am a Missional, Evangelical, Post/Protestant, 
Liberal/Conservative, Mystical/Poetic, Biblical, 
Charismatic/Contemplative, Fundamentalist/ 
Calvinist, Anabaptist/Anglican, Methodist, Catholic, 
Green, Incarnational, Depressed-yet-Hopeful, 
Emergent, Unfinished CHRISTIAN 

By Brian McLaren 

I think the title says it all. 
brianmclaren.net 


e MOVIE: Jesus Camp 

This disturbing documentary reveals a 
time in the lives of several conservative 
Christian kids at summer camp in the 
southern United States. 
imdb.com/title/tt0486358 


¢ BIBLICAL PASSAGE: Genesis 10:8-9 
“Cush was the father of Nimrod, 
who became a mighty warrior on 
the earth. He was a mighty hunter 
before the Lord; that is why it is 
said, “Like Nimrod, a mighty hunter 
before the Lord.” 


KITSCH PRODUCT: 

Full armour of God Stuffed Teddy Bear 
Yep, this is just what it sounds like. 
It’s a teddy bear based on Ephesians 
6:13-17 

christiandollarstore.com/ 
fularofgodst.html 


* CLOTHES: T-Shirt 
“I worship better than you do.” 
cafepress.com/larknews/3958822 @ 
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Communion COVER STORY 
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people who have visible vulnerabilities, including people with 
disabilities, holy communion has a particular relevance: All people are 
“fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139) in the image of God, and. 
all Christians—including people with disabilities—can discover our » 
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true natures as embodied “jars of clay” (2 Corinthians 4:7) 
who point to God's glory. 

I am a 25-year-old Canadian male of English, Scottish 
and German descent, who possesses cerebral palsy. Because 
of, or concurrent with, an inexplicable inability to breathe 
at birth, I suffered what is called an intraventricular hemor- 
rhage; that is, | bled within the two halves of my brain. The 
bleeding primarily affected the left side of my brain; thus, 
the right side of my body is, and may always be, shorter, 
weaker, and less balanced than the left. I also possess sco- 
liosis (curvature of the spine), a lack of fine motor control, 
and a distinct spatial impairment. All these mixed blessings 
exist alongside verbal, social and artistic gifts. 

When I refer to people with disabilities, I mean primar- 
ily those people who possess sensory impairments, whose 
interactions with the environment are interrupted. This 
definition includes those who possess blindness, deafness 
or severe hearing difficulties, paraplegia, quadriplegia and 
the physical manifestations of various neurological dis- 
orders; this definition also includes anyone who endures 
other chronic or recurrent physical symptoms of what one 
scholar called a “familiar body gone wrong.” 

The vicissitudes of my birth require that I seek inter- 
dependence with other people: I sometimes need help to 
physically find my way, to balance myself, and to lift heavy 
objects. In turn, this interdependence also makes me avail- 
able to the needs of others. This symbiotic relationship 
means being open to our mutual joys and pains; it means 
embracing the “power made perfect in weakness.” (2 Corin- 
thians 12:9) Jean Vanier writes about this paradoxical power 
in his book Becoming Human: “Weakness carries within it a 
secret power. The cry and the trust that flow from weakness 
can open up hearts. The one who is weaker can call forth 
powers of love in the one who is stronger.” 


LONELINESS 


Holy communion addresses several human needs, includ- 
ing and especially the need for belonging, and the need to 
move away from a space of isolation or competition and 
toward the abundant reign of God. Loneliness relates to 
vulnerability, and to human interdependence in general, 
because those who are in the greatest need of available love 
often do not receive clear expressions of that love. Tellingly, 
Vanier writes, 
Loneliness comes at any time. It comes in times of sick- 
ness or when friends are absent; it comes during sleepless 
nights when the heart is heavy, during times of failure 
at work or in relationships; it comes when we lose trust 
in ourselves and in others. In old age, loneliness can rise 
up and threaten to overwhelm us. At such times, life can 
lose its meaning. Loneliness can feel like death. 
Similarly, Henri Nouwen, the Dutch priest who worked for 
many years at Vanier’s L’Arche Daybreak community in 
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Toronto, notes, “We become increasingly aware that we are 
living in a world where even the most intimate relation- 
ships have become part of competition and rivalry.” 

Vanier’s second theme in Becoming Human is belonging: 
he asserts “all people are fundamentally the same,” because 
we all have an instinctive yearning to belong to a commu- 
nity of “love that understands.” This understanding love 
can only exist when we open ourselves to the weaknesses 
of others. 

Additionally, Nouwen says we must care; we cannot 
simply “use our expertise to keep a safe distance from that 
which really matters.” Because holy communion is a space 
of availability and vulnerability, it forces us to “grieve, to 
experience, to cry out with.” Therefore, anyone who will- 
ingly accepts his or her own pain can become a source of 
healing for others, particularly in a space like the Lord’s 
Supper. Holy communion provides everyone with a com- 
munity of belonging, because all communicants partici- 
pate in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ: this 
community is bound together eternally by the grace of 
God the Father. 


THE GREAT PRAYER 
OF THANKSGIVING 


The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving, an integral part of the 
liturgy of holy communion in the Presbyterian Church, 
is central to any discussion of disability, availability and 
vulnerability. There are seven versions of the prayer avail- 
able to ministers who can use different sections from each 
version to compose their own unique interpretations. I 
am particularly interested in the fourth template of the 
prayer as available in the Book of Common Worship. This 
version affirms the unity-in-diversity of the body of Christ: 
“Remembering our Lord’s command to take and eat, we 
ponder the mystery of his promise that in this meal we are 
joined to him and to one another as a holy people uniting 
heaven and earth.” 

Just as we are one in Christ, we are united with one 
another. God forms the church by forming “common people 
... to be the body of Christ in the world.” Being Christ’s body 
in the world means opening ourselves to each other’s suffer- 
ing. The focus on our unity and vulnerability within the great 
prayer dispels the potential for isolation and division among 
the communicants, because it allows us to concentrate on 
the death and resurrection of Christ. The direct statements of 
the great prayer emphasize God’s extravagant grace. 

It also reminds us that Jesus Christ “took flesh and lived 
among us” and is “[present] with us in this feast.” These 
affirmations of Christ’s incarnation, his engagement with 
suffering, and his continued presence with his faithful 
people speak to the communal nature of the feast. This 
emphasis on Christocentric community holds at bay our 
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despair in the face of life’s griefs and pains, for Christ is “re- 
membered” as the head of what one scholar has called the 
“household of vulnerability.” 

After the affirmation of the mystery of faith (“Christ 
has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again”) the prayer 
engages in an invocation of the Holy Spirit that affirms 
God’s desire for community. These different strategies— 
affirming the unity of Christ’s body, declaring Christ’s con- 
tinued presence, and invoking the Holy Spirit that lives 
in us—can also counteract the demoralization that often 
accompanies human weakness, because we have affirmed 
the “power made perfect in weakness” of the Lord of the 
universe (2 Corinthians 12:9). Finally, the appropriate use 
of language in the invocation of the Holy Spirit reaffirms 
God’s existence as a community and His desire to relate to 
us on a personal level. 

While the great prayer manifests the potential for 
human community, marks Jesus’ continued presence with 
us, and affirms God’s personal relationship with His crea- 
tures, it also contains a paradox, which appears in every 
version or template. The congregation affirms God’s “power 
and might” as the “holy, holy, holy Lord.” This is a mys- 
tery hard to convey in direct speech: while God chose and 
chooses to “empty Himself” through Jesus Christ, He is also 
the omnipotent, creative and holy Lord of the universe. 
This is what Jean Vanier means when he affirms the “secret 
power” of weakness. 

Thankfully, the paradox is not one-sided: overall, the 
great prayer enacts the availability and vulnerability we 
have been discussing. Even though Jesus represents God’s 
strength, he affirms human vulnerability in the other two 
persons of the Trinity. Therefore, while we are distant from 
God, He comes near to us in our liturgy. 


CONCLUSION 


I have experienced the Canadian Presbyterian form of holy 
communion in two distinct ways, both of which have value 
for me and, I hope, for my readers. 

First, when I was a child and an adolescent in Summer- 
side, P.E.I., and Sackville, N.B., I experienced the liturgical 
method of “passing the plate.” The elements—the signs and 
seals of God’s grace—were cubes of bread and plastic cups 
of grape juice, handed out by the minister and four presid- 
ing elders, using the same kind of trays that were used for 
the offering. We always said the words of the great prayer. 
Because I have always struggled with the paradox of my 
own power alongside my vulnerability and availability, | 
have never truly been comfortable saying the words, “holy, 
holy, holy Lord of power and might.” 

While these words created a distance between God and me 
that made this ritual less than enjoyable, they taught me the 
values of patience and critical thought. In my own engage- 
ment with the world, I find it necessary to always strive for 
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a clear understanding of the reasons behind Christian faith 
and ritual action. Furthermore, I knew—and know more 
fully now—that, despite its ambiguities, the Great Prayer of 
Thanksgiving as a whole points to a gentle, loving God who 
desires intellectual and spiritual liberation for His children. 

Second, upon entrance to Knox College and attendance 
at Knox Spadina, I experienced holy communion by intinc- 
tion. Proceeding to the front of the church to receive with 
others, and dipping the bread in the wine impressed on me 
the value of the communal meal, and emphasized the impor- 
tance of the embodiment of the sacrament. It is notable that 
at Knox Church, congregants do not recite the great prayer. 
I have experienced similar welcome at Knox College while 
giving and receiving communion in the round, although we 
usually say some version of the prayer. 

Although I struggle with my image of myself as a person 
with a disability, I have felt Jesus’ love for me in both of 
these ways of sharing at the Lord’s Table. I feel and know 
that Jesus Christ feels, knows and shares my embodied 
experience. Since Jesus reveals himself to me in these ways 
of receiving the sacrament, I must share them with you. | 
hope fervently you will both affirm the Lord’s Supper in 
itself, and seek ways to be inclusive of those in need of an 
available love. # 


This article is excerpted from Michael Walker’s thesis for his 
Master of Theological Studies degree at Knox College, Toronto, 
part of the University of Toronto. There is a study guide available 
at presbyterianrecord.ca to further meditate on the Great Prayer 
of Thanksgiving. 
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Twenty-seven per cent of Canadians live in 
communities of less than 10,000 people. Yet 54 
per cent of Presbyterian congregations are found 
in such places, housing 34 per cent of professing 
Presbyterians. With nearly 520 churches in small 
towns and isolated communities, rural churches 
with low worship attendance are struggling 


to keep their doors open 


The Records staff reporter Connie 
Purvis grew up in small Ontario towns. 
She presents three profiles of the 
typical Presbyterian Church and how 
they are dealing with the challenges 
of being and doing church. 


CLUSTERING— 
Ministers and Laity Working Together 


Md S: Paul’s Church has for almost 

half a century occupied a promi- 
nent place in the religious life of not 
only Winchester and immediate vicin- 
ity, but throughout the whole sur- 
rounding district. In fact many charges, 
healthy and strong today, owe their 
birth to the zeal and missionary spirit 
of the men who occupied the pulpit 
of this church.”—Historian J. Smyth 
Carter, 1905 

A century later, St. Paul’s, Win- 
chester, Ont., draws about 25 people 
each Sunday. It is one of three charges 
served by a retired minister acting as 
interim moderator; each is less than 15 
kilometres apart. The pews are dotted 
with empty seats and crowned with 
grey hair. After a traumatic experience 
with a former minister, which fractured 
the congregation, Winchester began to 
think of a new sort of ministry. 

The idea was clustering—an idea 
reminiscent of pioneer days when local 
lay people were the driving force behind 
regular worship, and itinerant preachers 
might ride into town every few weeks. 
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In a modern cluster ministry, a team of 
ministers serves several churches, with 
many of the pastoral duties left to lay 
members of each congregation. 

The idea sprouted among the ses- 
sions of five churches in the area, and 
eventually spread to eight. Represen- 
tatives from all sessions met together, 
hashing out a rough plan that each 
took back to present to their own con- 
gregations. 

But in most churches, the idea was 
voted down. 

“I’m not convinced we're ready to 
move forward,” says Rev. Geoffrey How- 
ard, minister at Knox, Iroquois and St. 
Andrew’s and St. James, Cardinal. “The 
motivating factor is financial necessity 
not ministry, and I think it’s doomed 
to fail because of that. But it might be a 
step in the process. I think church with 
lay leadership is a fantastic model, but 
it needs people to share the vision.” 

“Realistically, this isn’t going to 
happen in my lifetime,” says elder Jan 
Clapp a little wistfully. She was instru- 
mental in St. Paul’s charge for clustering. 
“If you're really honest, the people in 
these churches are happy with the way 
things are. They’re not worried about 
10 years down the road. And sometimes 
I wonder—why do I care about 10 years 
down the road? Why should I rock the 
boat? But I know that if we don’t, in 10 
years there won't be a boat.” 

After 38 years in Winchester (popu- 
lation 2,500) Clapp and her husband, 
Tom are still the new folks, who bought 
the Monroe farm and now live in the 


Dixon house. The town is surrounded 
by patchwork fields and farming his- 
tory. “We have caring, good, generous 
people in the community. I just don’t 
think we’re seeing the right thing with 
our church. It needs to be upbeat and 
relevant. I think our times are very dif- 
ferent right now and I maintain that 
we’d bring more people to Christ and 
through our doors if we talk about the 
God stuff that happens in our daily 
lives. And as Presbyterians we don’t 
talk enough about the God stuff.” 

The trio has considered forming 
a three-point charge, another com- 
mon solution when a church struggles 
to support a full-time minister. But 
Clapp says St. Paul’s wants to keep its 
independence. 


LAY MINISTER— 
Taking Care of Our Own 


n her northern Ontario home, Deb 

Stenabaugh waits for God to speak. 
The 53-year-old elder, artist, mother, and 
former educator lives in Kapuskasing, 
about three hours north of Timmins. 

She rose this morning at five a.m. 
to spend time with God. By nine, she 
will have donned her coat and headed 
to the office at St. John’s. After lunch 
she may visit with residents of the local 
nursing home, or begin the arduous 
task of preparing her sermon for the 
coming Sunday. Although her position 
is officially one-third time, she admits 
she usually works more than 20 hours 
each week. 

St. John’s is one of about a dozen 
churches in town, drawing 15 or so 
people each Sunday. With total yearly 
revenue of just over $35,000, the con- 
gregation can’t afford a full-time min- 
ister and struggles with the expenses 
required to keep up their sanctuary. 
The story is the same for most of the 
churches in town. 

Although pained at the thought of 
giving up their building, Stenabaugh 
says the majority of them don’t want 
to keep putting money into it. With 
plenty of other churches around, > 
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“We're still caught in the cycle of thinking, if we 
don’t grow we'll never be able to attract a minister, 
and if we don’t have a minister we won't grow” 


shared buildings may be a viable plan 
for the future, replacing the cost of 
heating bills and repair work with a 
more modest rental fee. 

“It’s a real process of dying for new 
life to come,” she says. “And it’s wait- 
ing for guidance from our leaders and 
from God.” 

That leadership includes Stena- 
baugh. Three years ago, amidst a lot 
of prayer, she “stepped out in faith” 
and became her church’s lay minister. 
The mother of two was familiar with 
her church’s context. She had watched 
local industries deteriorate or close, 
and bore witness to the gradual exodus 
of young people from the town. She 
helped her own children move to uni- 
versity, reconciled to the fact that they 
would find jobs elsewhere and never 
move back again. And then she was 
downsized out of her own job teach- 
ing literacy to mentally and physically 
challenged children. It was a difficult 
time for her, but she persevered. 

She has no formal theological edu- 
cation beyond a lay missionary course 
provided by the national church and 
a handful of workshops run by synod 
staff. When she began, an ordained 
regional minister served four of the 
tiny presbytery’s six charges, presiding 
at one service each month and deal- 
ing with meetings, weddings, bap- 
tisms and communion services. But 
that position has been vacant for two 
years, and Stenabaugh has taken over 
most of those pastoral duties for her 
congregation. 

“I’m finding it a real challenge to 
come to the point of saying, ‘okay, how 
are we going to still grow in lay minis- 
try?’” she says. “We're still caught in the 
cycle of thinking, if we don’t grow we'll 
never be able to attract a minister, and if 
we don’t have a minister we won't grow. 

“We still all believe the minister is 
a leader; a called person of God to lead 


26 Presbyterian Record 


the people, and needed to fall back on 
their knowledge and community work 
and interconnectedness with the com- 
munity. People still look for a minister. 
Some people’s ideas have been chang- 
ing in these past three years. But we still 
need to learn to evangelize and reach 
out. Lay ministry [currently] means tak- 
ing care of our own; not reaching out.” 

Although the largest of the 
churches recently called an ordained 
minister, the others in the four-point 
regional ministry are still looking for 
another minister to lead them into the 
future—perhaps toward shared minis- 
tries or through the painful process of 
closing their churches. 

“We're waiting for God to open 
a door and praying we’ll be ready to 
walk through it,” she says. “And then I 
guess we'll see what things look like on 
the other side.” 


AMALGAMATION— 


It began with three churches, all about 
four kilometres apart—a modest walk 
for the Scottish settlers who founded 
them. St. Paul’s was built in the ham- 
let of Duntroon. West Nottawasaga 
was nestled among country fields. And 
Nottawa stood in its namesake village. 
They were just three of the Presbyterian 
churches that peppered the landscape 
south of Nottawasaga Bay, Ont. 

But as time wore on, the congrega- 
tions shrank, financial support dwin- 
dled, and they looked to each other 
for help. In 1894, the three joined 
together to create a single pastoral 
charge served by one minister. In 1972 
they began worshipping together each 
Sunday, rotating the services between 
the three buildings. Within a few years 
the choir was run jointly, as were most 
new ministries. But the congregations 


remained separate, with their own ses- 
sions and boards. 

Rev. Neil Mathers was called to the 
Duntroon Pastoral Charge in the sum- 
mer of 1985, and soon found himself 
caught between members crying for 
change and others preparing to vote 
against it. By the next year, the con- 
gregations had begun a three-year 
process that would lead them through 
seemingly endless prayer, arguments 
and discussions, to a decision to close 
all three buildings and build a new 
church: Emmanuel. 

“In the three congregations, 100 
per cent, 93 per cent and 84 per cent 
voted yes to amalgamation,” Mathers 
says. “That’s about as unanimous 
as Presbyterians get.” He notes the 
churches lost about 10 or 15 per cent 
of their members in the process. 

“I don’t think you can go into a 
process of major change like this and 
not lose people. But the question is, 
would all three congregations still be 
around if we hadn’t? We have to be 
willing to pay the price, but pay it for 
the future, not for the past.” 

A central location was chosen in 
the town of Nottawa, just south of Col- 
lingwood. The new building opened in 
1989, drawing attention from the local 
press and community. The sanctuary 
includes movable seats to make the space 
flexible—an aspect that was important, 
Mathers notes, “because buildings con- 
trol you once they’re built.” 

Two decades later, Mathers still 
ministers at Emmanuel and a modest 
congregation fills the pews each week. 
Mathers says people are increasingly 
aware of the need to reach younger 
families. But that is a difficult task, he 
says. “They come when they have a 
need and when that need is met, they’re 
gone.” As finances tightened, the con- 
gregation decided not to renew its con- 
tract with a full-time youth pastor. 

But Mathers believes the church is 
up to the challenges ahead. “It’s about 
constantly renewing. And _ because 
we've come from a period of change, 
that’s almost embedded in the face of 
the congregation.” m 
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EDUCATION 


Education Plus 


SEMINARIES CHALLENGE STUDENTS TO HAVE IMPACT ON FUTURE. 


ska" cae Pi 
Lire-Cnal 
There’s a lot happening at 

Presbyterian College, Montreal 


SHAPING CHRISTIAN LEADERS 

The Presbyterian College, Montreal, has 
been educating and equipping people 
for congregational ministry and Christian 
leadership since 1865. As Principal John 
Vissers sees it, “church leaders need an 
education that is biblical, authentic, contex- 
tual and life-changing.” If the end goal is 
building and maintaining healthy congrega- 
tions, “the church needs leaders who know 
who they are and whose they are.” 


GRADUATES WHO SERVE THE CHURCH 
In May 2009, the college graduated 10 
women and men, most of whom are already 


serving congregations across Canada. They 
include: Denise Allen-Macartney serving as 
the minister of Gloucester, Ottawa; Kathe- 
rine Burgess who has been called to St. 
Andrew’s, Quebec City; David Clark who was 
inducted in July as the minister of Calvin, 
North Bay, Ont.; Barbara Duguid who now 
serves the two-point charge of St. Andrew’s, 
Huntingdon and Athelstan, Que.; Marc 
Fraser who’s gone west to minister in Rocky 
Mountain House, Alta; and Mike Rundle the 
minister at Hanover, Ont. 


CORE VALUES FOR A REFORMED 

AND REFORMING CHURCH 

The college remains focused on the core 
values of the Reformed tradition’s commit- 
ment to excellence in theological education: 
rigorous academic study in Bible, theology, 
history, ethics, and comparative religion; 
relevant and practical pastoral training in 
skills for ministry; deep spiritual formation 
and character development; and critical 
study of the times in which we live. 


SCHOLARS, TEACHERS 

AND PASTORS WHO MENTOR 

During their time at Presbyterian College, 
students are taught and mentored by 
some of Canada’s leading scholars in 
religion at McGill University, Christian 
leaders from diverse traditions in the 
ecumenical consortium of the Montreal 
School of Theology, an engaging faculty 
of Presbyterian leaders committed to 
the Reformed faith, and a local group of 
congregational ministers in the Presbytery 
of Montreal. 


GLOBAL CLASSROOMS 

The college is housed in Montreal but it 
has classrooms around the world. Every 
January, the third year students travel to 
Matanzas, Cuba to participate in a 10-day 
global exposure program in partnership 
with the Protestant seminary there. 
Students return transformed, with new 
perspectives on faith, ministry, and the 
global church. > 


EDUCATION 


LAY AND CONTINUING EDUCATION 

In addition to regular programs of prepa- 
ration for ordained ministry, Presbyterian 
College has a growing lay education 
department. The college also continues to 
emphasize the importance of continuing 
education for clergy. The annual week- 
long program draws church leaders from 
across Canada for study, conversation, 
and prayer to assist them in keeping in 
touch with trends and trajectories in 
theology, ministry, and culture. Featured 
speakers during Feb. 15-19, 2010 include 
Luke Powry of Princeton Seminary on prea- 
ching, Jon Bonk of Connecticut's Overseas 
Ministries Study Centre on mission, Ann 
Jervis of the Toronto School of Theology 
on New Testament, and Anthony Robinson 
(church consultant) on congregational 
leadership. 


A COMMUNITY OF FAITH AND LEARNING 
Students are drawn to Presbyterian College 
because it provides a community of faith 
and learning with small classes, intimate 
and friendly surroundings, in a great city, at 
affordable prices. Course fees at all levels 
are carefully managed to remain consi- 
stently competitive; and the college offers 
a generous bursary program. 
—presbyteriancollege.ca 


Teaching 
Teachers, 
Preachers 
and Elders 


St. Andrew’s Hall, VST, prepares 
for a wide variety of ministries 


t. Andrew’s Hall is a college of the 

Presbyterian Church in Canada asso- 

ciated with the broadly ecumenical 
Vancouver School of Theology in specta- 
cular, multicultural Vancouver. The Hall has 
four ministries: 
1. Theological Education: preparing ministers 
for the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
2. The Elders’ Institute: strengthening the 
ministry of elders and other leaders. 
3.Hospitality and Housing: providing a home 
at the University of British Columbia. 
4.Campus Ministry: reaching out with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ to a secular 
university. 

A good theological education should 
both root students in the core traditions 
of the faith, and stretch them to prepare 
for a challenging future. Since 1982, St. 
Andrew’s Hall has exercised its charter to 
teach theology through its association with 


VST, which boasts a distinguished faculty 
and the Presbyterian contingent is very 
strong. Dr. Glen Davis is director of Denomi- 
national Formation, and is a former mode- 
rator of the General Assembly, missionary 
and congregational minister. He is ideally 
suited to help prepare candidates for a wide 
variety of ministries. Rev. Joyce Davis has 
shared life and ministry with Glen and is in 
charge of field education at VST. Dr. Roberta 
Clare teaches pastoral theology and is the 
director of the Elder’s Institute. Dr. Patricia 
Dutcher-Walls teaches Hebrew Bible (Old 
Testament) and is a noted teacher, speaker 
and workshop leader in demand throughout 
the church. Dr. Stephen Farris serves as 
dean of St. Andrew’s Hall. He also teaches 
preaching, some New Testament, and is a 
former president of the Academy of Homi- 
letics, the international society of teachers 
of preaching. 

Our newest appointment is Dr. Richard 
Topping, the first St. Andrew’s Hall professor 


Continuing Education 
February 15 - 19, 2010 


Invited Guest Speakers... 


a 

PRESBYTERIAN 4 
COLLEGE, 
MONTREAL Mecitl 


e Luke Powery, Assistant Professor of Homiletics, Princeton Theological Seminary 


— on PREACHING 


¢ Jonathan Bonk, Director, Overseas Ministries Studies Centre, New Haven, CT 


— on MISSION 


e Anthony Robinson, Consultant on Congregational Renewal and Transformation 
— on CONGREGATIONAL LEADERSHIP 


¢ lan Henderson & Ellen Aitken, Faculty of Religious Studies, McGill University 
— on LEADERSHIP IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
The Presbyterian College 
3495 University Street, Montreal, Quebec H3A 2A8 
Tel: (514) 288-5256, ext. 200 Fax: (514) 288-8072 


info@presbyteriancollege.ca www.presbyteriancollege.ca 
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of Studies in the Reformed Tradition. Topping 
came to Vancouver from the historic Church 
of St. Andrew and St. Paul, Montreal, which 
flourished remarkably during his ministry. 

Since 2006 St. Andrew’s Hall has also 
had a relationship with Regent College, 
a world-class evangelical school at the 
University of British Columbia. Presbyterian 
students can enroll concurrently in the 
Regent M.Div. and a diploma at VST. 

Be sure to inquire about the extensive 
bursaries and scholarships available to 
candidates for ministry and other students. 

The Elders’ Institute under the leader- 
ship of Roberta Clare supports the work of 
ruling elders and other leaders of the Presby- 
terian Church in Canada. The El offers online 
courses, on-the-road workshops and a wide 
variety of downloadable resources from its 
website eldersinstitute.ca. 

The Hall is also home to a community 
of about 275 people during term. Residents 
live in accommodation built in 1995 in units 
ranging from single rooms to family town- 
houses. 

The Hall engages in campus ministry 
in the midst of a large secular and multi- 
cultural university. In addition to English 
language ministry and hosting the UBC 
chapter of AA, the Hall sponsors ministry 
in both Korean and Mandarin. A number 


of students have begun attending a local 
Presbyterian church as a result of this 
outreach.—standrews.edu 


continues to grow 


e hear a lot today about declining 

numbers in churches across 

Canada. Yet such talk does not 
give the whole picture. Knox has more than 
200 students enrolled in its nine degree 
programs this year (online and on-campus)— 
this is, we are quite sure, a historical high 
for us. This number says much, we believe, 
about the vibrancy of faith and the work 
that Knox is engaged in as we challenge our 
students and faculty to have an impact, to 
be creative, committed and bold leaders, 
to be a voice—not only in our Canadian 
congregations but in communities, locally, 
nationally and globally. 

As a way of modeling what we teach, 
the board of governors took a leap of 
faith through their commitment to finance 
a much-needed faculty position within the 
college. With student numbers growing and 
six years of balanced budgets, Rev. Dr. Pam 


McCarroll joined Knox’s faculty as assistant 
professor of Pastoral Theology and director 
of Theological Field Education. 

While this title might seem challenging, 
her role is to engage students in the kind 
of theological reflection that integrates the 
practice of ministry with systematic theo- 
logy, preaching, biblical studies, worship 
and church history. The goal is to help them 
develop for themselves an inner confidence 
and an understanding of the skills necessary 
for ministry—to deepen their understanding 
of what it means to provide pastoral care, to 
conduct worship, to lead in Bible study and 
to have hope and vision for the future. 

This commitment to our students and 
to the Presbyterian Church in Canada 
in preparing ministers for creative and 
sustained leadership has been made 
possible in the short term through the 
generosity of the college’s many donors. We 
see our funding of this position as the first 
of other faculty positions, and despite »> 
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Online Course 
This will 
introduction for Presbyterian ruling 


course provide an 


elders and lay leaders who meet, 


visit and support all ages and stages 
of the church family. Discover new 
skills and renew your commitment to 
the of pastoral in 
congregations. 


art care 


Fes. 8 - Marcu. 19, 2010 


Instructor: Rev. Jean Morris 
Registration Fee: $100 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 
Toll-Free: 1-866-794-8888 
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a global economic crisis, we are actively 
working to endow faculty chairs to ensure 
our academic offerings keep pace with 
the needs of ministry preparation and our 
continuing student growth. 

Faculty commitment to scholarship 
remains strong. All continue to research 
and publish in their various areas and 
Knox wants to ensure that the results and 
impact of this research and scholarship 
are avail-able to the national church and to 
our global theological education partners. 
To this end, faculty members are busy 
sharing their findings through preaching 
engagements and presentations made to 
congregations, presbyteries, synods and 
conferences across the country and around 
the world. 

As Knox’s students engage in learning 


at the college, they also engage in a larger 
community of faith. They participate in life 
at the heart of Canada’s largest univer- 
sity, even as they learn within the world’s 
largest consortium of seminaries, the 
Toronto School of Theology. We are proud 
of our Christian witness on the University 
of Toronto campus and seek to enhance 
it in partnership with our ecumenical 
partners and through the university’s 
interfaith centre. 

We remain hopeful about the future 
of the Christian faith in Canada despite 
the challenges that the changing reli- 
gious landscape pose for us and for our 
students, and even more committed to the 
journey in faith and learning to which God 
has called us. 

— utoronto.ca/knox 


Theology in Vancouver 
One Goal, Two Paths 


Prepare for the ministry of the Presbyterian Church in Canada or 
simply learn more about the Bible and Theology in beautiful and 


multicultural Vancouver. 


Path One: Vancouver School of Theology 


Path Two: Regent College - VST Joint Programme 


Whichever path you take, St. Andrew’s Hall, a College of the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada, offers housing, financial support 


and a worshipping community. 


For more information contact Stephen Farris, 


Dean of St. Andrew’s Hall 


at sfarris@standrews.edu or possibilities@vst.edu 


or admissions@regent-college.edu 
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN | DIE? BY JOHN VISSERS 


“.We have to look at death before 
we can be brought to God” 
—John Calvin 


ne of my favourite theolo- 

gians is John Mellencamp, 

whom Wikipedia describes 
as a “Grammy-winning American 
singer-songwriter, known for his 
rootsy, organic brand of heartland rock 
that is infused with evocative, intro- 
spective lyrics about such hot-button 
subjects as politics, racism, poverty, 
and mortality.” On his 2008 CD called 
Life, Death, Love, and Freedom, Mellen- 
camp Offers this lyric: “Life is short. 


Even in its longest days.” 

He’s right. “Inevitably,” as a good 
friend wrote, “on this human journey 
Iam going to die.” I may choose to live 
without giving it much thought, but at 
some moment and in some place, life 
as I know it will end. It may be an acci- 
dent or illness that takes me, or I may 
live into old age, but a day will come 
when people will gather beside my 
casket. They will share memories and 
speak of times together. Whatever form 
the funeral takes, death is my destiny. 

Death is the great leveler. People 
believe different things about what 
happens when we die—heaven or hell, 
reincarnation, nothingness. But we all 
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Theology 101 


share a common humanity, people of 
Christian faith, people of other reli- 
gious faiths, and people of no faith: 
we're all going to die. As someone 
quipped, the mortality rate among 
human beings is 100 per cent. 
Looking at death is what theolo- 
gians call eschatology (literally “words 
about last things”). Eschatology > 
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THEOLOGY GOT YOU THINKING? : 
BRING OUR ONLINE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS _ 
TO YOUR NEXT STUDY GROUP AND FIND 

OUT WHAT OTHERS THINK ABOUT SOME 
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raises questions about the consum- 
mation of personal existence and the 
culmination of cosmic history. What is 
God’s ultimate goal for human beings? 
What can we know about God’s 
purpose for creation? What can we 
hope in the face of death? Let’s iden- 
tify the core ideas in this doctrine. 
First, Christians hope for the resur- 
rection of the body, not the immor- 
tality of the soul. The resurrection 
of Jesus defeated death once and for 
all. Resurrection is, as the American 
Methodist Bishop Will Willimon says, 
“death working backwards, and it 


in the age to come ... our hope is for 
heaven, eternal life with God.” We’re 
not talking about some spiritual other- 
worldly realm, but about an entirely 
new and renewed reality, creation 
regained, beyond our imagining. The 
Bible is filled with pictures of what 
this might be like—an unending day, a 
marriage feast, a city bursting with life, 
the wiping away of every tear. 

Third, Christians hope for an 
immediate experience of God’s glor- 
ious presence. 

The Christian message emphasizes 
the resurrection of the body and the 


The great thing I must learn about death is 
that it’s not about me. If I were to die soon, 
my family and friends would mourn. 

It might be painful, but life would go on 


scares the hell out of us.” The resurrec- 
tion of Jesus unmasks the fraudulent 
claim that death reigns. 

A scene from the old television 
show M.A.S.H. makes the point. Front- 
line surgeon Hawkeye Pierce tries to 
resuscitate a dying soldier by pounding 
on his chest and massaging his heart. 
As he does he yells, “Don’t let the 
bastard win!” A visiting physician asks 
the commanding officer what Pierce 
means. Colonel Potter replies: “He’s 
talking about death. When it comes 
to death, Hawkeye is a sore loser.” 
The image of death as a “bastard” 
is apt—the illegitimate child of the 
universe in a world gone awry. 

The resurrection of Jesus exposes 
the sting of death for what it is, an ugly 
lie. Apart from God, death is a threat. 
But in Christ, death—the last enemy— 
is destroyed. For the Apostle Paul this 
was the great hope of the believer: if 
Christ has been raised, then so too 
shall we (1 Corinthians 15). 

Second, Christians hope for a new 
heaven anda new earth, not some ethe- 
real existence floating on the clouds. 
As Living Faith says “Our hope is for a 
renewed world and for fullness of life 


32 Presbyterian Record 


life everlasting as the ultimate fulfill- 
ment of human existence. But there’s 
a time problem. One day we will join 
Christ in the glorious Easter experi- 
ence. What happens in the mean- 
time? What does this future hope 
offer as I contemplate my own death, 
or the death of someone I love? What 
happens immediately at death? 

This is what theologians call the 
intermediate state. To deal with this 
problem, some have suggested “that 
the human soul sleeps after death, 
awaiting the eschatological judg- 
ment and the eternal state beyond.” 
Others have proposed death as the 
immediate entrance into eternity, 
collapsing death and resurrection 
into one event. Time is a problem of 
history, not eternity. If, as Einstein 
posited, time is relative, then when 
you die, the end of all things has 
come for you (I have to confess some 
partiality to this view!). 

The majority opinion, for Roman 
Catholics and Protestants, however, 
is the continuing personal, conscious 
disembodied existence of the soul. 
Roman Catholics add purgatory as a 
place of refinement in preparation 


for God’s presence. Protestants have 
emphasized that the soul immedi- 
ately returns to God who gave it (see 
the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
33.1). The challenge, of course, is to 
hold this together with the resurrec- 
tion of the body. 

That said, the great thing I must 
learn about death is that it’s not about 
me. If I were to die soon, my family 
and friends would mourn. It might 
be painful, but life would go on. The 
students, faculty and staff of Presbyte- 
rian College would pay their respects, 
but the General Assembly would soon 
appoint a new principal. 

Jesus alone is indispensable and 
therefore the one whose face I want to 
see when I look at death; Christ cruci- 
fied, risen and ascended. The Heidel- 
berg Catechism puts it beautifully: 
“my only comfort in life and in death 
is that I belong—body and soul, not 
to myself but to my faithful Saviour, 
Jesus Christ ... who assures me of 
eternal life and makes me wholeheart- 
edly willing and ready from now on to 
live for him.” 

Near the end of his life, the theolo- 
gian Karl Barth gave a radio interview 
and was asked whether he had any 
final words for the listening audience 
before he signed off. As it turned out, 
these were Barth’s last public words 
before he died at the age of 82. “The 
last word which I have to say as a theo- 
logian,” Barth said, “is a name. Jesus 
Christ. He is grace and he is the last, 
and what I have been concerned to 
do in my long life has been increas- 
ingly to emphasize this name and to 
say: There is no salvation in any other 
name than this.” 

What happens when I die? We can’t 
walk by sight here. But by faith we know 
that even death itself cannot separate 
us from the love of God in Jesus Christ 
our Lord (Romans 8:38-39). @ 


Rev. Dr. John Vissers is the principal of 
Presbyterian College, Montreal. His latest 
book, available through the Book Room, 
is The Neo-Orthodox Theology of W. 
W. Bryden. 
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Against Idolizing Heroes 


JOHN CALVIN'S USE MAY BE LIMITED IN A POST-CHRISTENDOM WORLD. BY GEOFF JOHNSTON 


THE RECORD has expended a fair amount of ink on 


John Calvin over the past year. It was a reasonable project, 
for Calvin was one of the great figures in the intellectual 
history of western Christianity. But for all his talents, the 
man was only human, subject like all of us to the limita- 
tions of time and space. 

Don MacLeod’s article in the July/August issue points 
out that when Calvin went to Paris as a young student, he 
found himself in a cauldron of new ideas. No doubt, but 
those ideas were being developed in a society which had 
been technically Christian since the baptism of Clovis, the 
Frankish king, in 496, 1,027 years earlier. For over a millen- 
nium the intellectual life of France had been shaped by the 
Christian tradition. The exciting ideas floating around the 
University of Paris in the 1520s made sense, lots of sense, in 
a city which had been formally Christian for centuries. 

The slogans of the Reformation—by faith alone, by grace 
alone—have to do with salvation from sin. The authority of 
scripture alone was declared in opposition to the authority 
of the church. These arguments were relevant in a society 
where sin was a central problem, and where the authority 
of the church was a serious concern. What happens in a 
society where the church does not exist and where sin is 
no big deal? 

I have long believed that what preachers say is less 
important than what people hear. I have a hunch that what 


made most sense to people was Calvin’s critique of idola- 
try. Reformation studies stress what is written down, the 
intellectual debate, and tend to skip lightly past the issue 
of popular support. What made the Reformation a popular 
movement, as distinct from an academic one? 

My evidence is skimpy but suggestive. Knox habitually 
referred to medieval Christianity as idolatry. That may have 
been no more than a rhetorical flourish, but he may have 
meant exactly what he said. He saw the church of his youth 
as idolatrous. The gods and spirits of medieval Europe had 
been baptized as saints and admitted to a pantheon. Isaiah’s 
vision of God as one who “sits upon the circle of the earth” 
and for whom “the inhabitants thereof are as grasshop- 
pers,” had faded away; popular Christianity was essentially 
polytheistic and therefore idolatrous. 

Iconoclasm, the destruction of images, was widespread 
in the wake of Reformation acceptance. Protestant leaders 
were anxious to restrain their followers, but were not always 
successful. On one occasion the Duke of Conde threatened 
to shoot a Protestant soldier unless he stopped pushing the 
statues off the roof of a church in the city of Orleans. The 
soldier replied, “Sir, have patience with me until I have over- 
thrown this idol, and then let me die if that be your plea- 
sure.” This man was no academic; he was probably a coun- 
try boy. But he was prepared to die for the right to destroy 
idols. Is it any wonder that where Calvinism triumphed > 
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Personal liberty and 
private property have 
been around so long 
they are part of our 
intellectual furniture; 
they are ideas which 
shape the way we 
understand the 
world. In that sense 
they function ina 
religious way and 
may be described 

as idols 


the churches were stripped bare? 

Since missionaries normally worked 
in polytheistic societies, the most useful 
part of Calvin should have been his cri- 
tique of idolatry. But as far as I can make 
out they never used him. They could do 
just as well with Isaiah chapter 40. 

The mark of conversion in China 
was the renunciation of idolatry, of 
polytheism. So important was this 
change in the initial acceptance of 
Christianity that Jonathan Goforth 
sometimes felt he should tell his Chi- 
nese preachers to “give the idols a 
rest.” But these were men who had 
been converted from traditional Chi- 
nese religion. They knew what they 
were talking about. 

The initial surge of conversions in 
southern Nigeria came in the wake of 
the British conquest. Why then and 
not some other time? Everybody who 
has studied the period has a differ- 
ent theory. Mine is that the conquest 
posed a serious question for Nigerians. 
Where did the British get the power to 
overturn a well established and func- 
tioning society so easily? The answer 
they gave themselves was in Christian- 
ity; something the missionaries were 
only too anxious to provide. Ogbu 
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Kalu’s recent study of Pentecostalism 
in Africa tends to a similar conclusion. 
Africans are looking for power—spiri- 
tual power—in religion, the power to 
live creatively, victoriously if you like, 
in a shifting society. 

In India the mark of conversion 
was breaking caste, usually by eating 
from a common pot. It was a symbolic 
act, signifying rejection of the order 
of Indian society. Caste is a peculiar 
institution, fixing society in a strict 
hierarchical order based on occupa- 
tion. Once a carpenter, always a car- 
penter, at least in this life. Caste was 
predominantly a feature of subcon- 
tinental Asia and the Far East. In all 
probability Calvin had never heard 
of it and if he had he didn’t think it 
worth spending time on. 

In other words, once outside of 
Christendom, Calvin’s relevance is less 
and less obvious. The critique of idola- 
try is an exception, but, as already 
noted, Presbyterian missionaries prob- 
ably preferred Isaiah to the Institutes. 
The authority of scripture, a Reforma- 
tion idea, had sunk so deeply in the 
missionary consciousness that they 
didn’t mention its origins. They took 
the Bible for granted. 

Don MacLeod, in his article, calls 
on us to be ruled by the preaching of 
the word. Which word? Isaiah 40:22 
or John 3:16? That which makes sense 
in Christendom may be incomprehen- 
sible outside it. 

Are we still in Christendom? I 
doubt it. 

Roberta Clare, now of the Elders’ 
Institute, used to be chaplain at McGill 
University. In those days she referred 
to undergraduates as “pre-church.” 
Many of those born after 1965 may 
have no prior experience of Christian- 
ity, and no reason to look for it. Once 
upon a time church going was normal; 
now it is an option, and usually not 
the preferred one. 

What then is the word? A clue may 
be found, strangely enough, in another 
article in the July/August Record. 

Barry Mack submitted a review 
of Michael Ignatieff’s new book True 


Patriot Love. Ignatieff is descended on 
his mother’s side from George Monro 
Grant, one time principal of Queen’s 
University and very much Mr. Pres- 
byterian at the end of the 19th cen- 
tury. Much of the review is devoted 
to contrasting Grant’s view of liber- 
alism with Ignatieff’s. Grant’s liberal- 
ism was rooted in his Christian faith. 
Ignatieff’s is sui generis, born of itself, 
like Milton’s Satan, “self begot, self 
raised.” Even worse: 

For Ignatieff ... the (Canadian) 

Charter of Rights ... is a free stand- 

ing object of faith, A Holy Writ. In 

the process Jeffersonian democ- 
racy—a form of political organi- 
zation that has served the West 
reasonably well for 200 years— 
becomes a ‘sacred cause.’ 
G.M. Grant would have called that, 
tightly, idolatry. Malcolm Muggeridge 
once remarked that when people stop 
believing in God, they don’t believe in 
nothing, they believe in anything at 
all. Personal liberty and private prop- 
erty have been around so long they 
are part of our intellectual furniture; 
they are ideas which shape the way we 
understand the world. In that sense 
they function in a religious way and 
may be described as idols. 

I am not sure how far Calvin will 
take us with his critique of idolatry. 
His problem was the pervasive use of 
images, not the subtle influence of 
ideas. It is easy to make fun of idols, 
when a carver decides that one part 
of a log will be firewood and another 
part a deity. It is much harder to argue 
that ideas of obvious usefulness have 
become articles of faith, sacred causes. 

Calvin was undoubtedly a great 
Christian thinker, but like the rest of 
us, he was a man of his times. As a guru 
for all times and places he has definite 
limitations. Outside of Christendom, 
missionaries hardly used him at all. 
Our society is not Christian but secu- 
lar, even though we live with many 
vestiges of the past. @ 


Rev. Geoff Johnston is a former principal 
of Presbyterian College, Montreal. 
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Is This 
Really 
What 
God 
Wants? 


JESUS VISITS THE TEMPLE TREASURY 
AND DOESN'T LIKE WHAT HE SEES. 


BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


November 8, 2009: Mark 12:38-44 


o all preachers who intend to 

squeeze a stewardship sermon 

out of this text: Warning! Stop 
reading here! 

To the rest of my readers: You know 
the drill. God accepts the smallest gift 
if it’s given from the heart! God blesses 
those who give sacrificially! The least 
coin is worth more to God, and the 
church, than the fattest cheque! (But 
if you can write a big cheque, God will 
bless you too!) 

Would Jesus really praise some- 
one who guaranteed her own starva- 
tion for the sake of the temple? Jim 
Bakker (remember him?) or Joel Os- 
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The Widow’s Mite, engraving, by Gustave Doré, 1866 


teen might praise her. Ministries like 
theirs depend on widows and spiri- 
tual orphans. 

In these last chapters of Matthew, 
Jesus is in a hurry. He’s rushing to- 
ward the cross. When opposition 
doesn’t come to him he goes looking 
for it. Mark wants us to see Jesus’ un- 
questionable authority, and the in- 
ability of the powerful to accept him 
for who he is. 

Jesus rails against the system. He 
pronounces doom on a religious estab- 
lishment that already hangs on com- 
promise and corruption. As he watch- 
es the contributors parade through the 
temple treasury, he’s not looking for 
an example of good stewardship. He’s 


not there to teach his disciples a lesson 
about sacrificial giving. 

He seethes with anger as the rich 
righteous make their donations to 
prop up a structure and bask in its 
glory. They give large amounts, at 
least the required percentage of in- 
come. Significant support, but no real 
sacrifice. 

There’s no middle class in Jesus’ 
day. These men are the closest thing to 
it. They have assets. They do business. 
They own land. They employ people. 
They’re of the patron class of the time, 
though some of them are beholden to 
even wealthier men. 

The really, really rich have inherited 
wealth or positions of influence in » 
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Jesus doesn’t teach good stewardship here. Jesus condemns bad religion, 
and goes on to proclaim its certain end 


the Roman Empire. They don’t bother 
with religion. At least public religion. 
They may have their own priests at 
home. Or minions who go to temples 
on their behalf. 

The poor are the largest class. And 
widows are the poorest of the poor. 
This widow is out in public, alone. She 
has a coin in her hand. Unless there’s 
a son, or a father-in-law at home, she 
has no one. 

We want to hear Jesus speak of her 
kindly. “Look at her. She has given all 
she has. Isn’t that wonderful!” Resist 
the temptation to sand the sharp edges 
off Jesus’ temper. Imagine him shak- 
ing his head. “They’ve done it again! 
The scribes. The men in long robes. 
The men at the centre of things. The 


landlords. The creditors. The priests! 
Sucked the blood from someone who 
needs every drop, just to stay alive. 
Barely alive.” 

Jesus doesn’t teach good steward- 
ship here. Jesus condemns bad reli- 
gion, and goes on to proclaim its cer- 
tain end. Read on to chapter 13. Jesus 
doesn’t damn just the Jews of his day, 
or all Jews, or all religion. Beware those 
simple conclusions. 

Jesus anticipates a new age dawn- 
ing. Preparation for its arrival is as ur- 
gent now as it was when he stepped 
into the Jordan. For us, as urgent at 
the end of this Pentecost season as 
it was when Advent began last year. 
This is a time for putting things in 
order. First things first. Turning away 


from anything that burdens the over- 
burdened, takes from those who have 
nothing left to give, sucks the life 
from those already dry. 

I imagine that poor widow loves 
her church building. It’s inseparable 
from her love of God and her identity 
as a child of Israel. If Jesus tells her the 
temple will be the end of her before 
its own end comes, she won’t believe 
him. But deep in her heart, I think 
there’s a question. Is this really what 
God wants? 

As we draft our church budgets for 
2010, will we dare ask out loud that 
same question? It’s in our hearts, too. @ 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe lives 
and teaches in Halifax. 


Whoever said, 


A real life example: 
In 1994, Giollo Kelly acquired a $10,000 gift annuity which she designated for the 
Presbyterian Church Building Corporation. When she died fifteen years later, 
Giollo had received nearly $11,000 (87% tax-free) in total payments and left a legacy 
of nearly $7,500 with the money remaining in her annuity account. 


“You can’t have your cake and eat it too,” 
never heard of Gift Annuities 


Gift Annuities are a way you can make a gift to the 
church to support the ministry of your choice and in 
return receive a guaranteed annual income for life, the 
majority or all of the income tax-free. Sound too good to 
be true? Call the Planned Giving Office today to learn 
how you can have your cake and eat it too. 


What flavour of ministry would you like to support? 


The above example is for illustrative purposes only. Annuity rates and the residue available for disbursement vary.) 


Planned Giving Office, The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
1-800-619-7301, plannedgiving@presbyterian.ca 
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A Place 


Called 
Home 


A PLACE WHERE JOY AND LAUGHTER 
ARE PERMANENT. BY PHIL CALLAWAY 


ILLUSTRATION BY IAN PHILIPS 


“Turn up the lights, 
I don’t want to go home in the dark” 
—the last words of O. Henry 


TODAY ON MY WAY HOME 


from work, I passed a dozen houses. 
It’s one of the joys of a small town, this 
walk home. I like a place where people 
honk only to say, “Hi.” 

Some of the houses I pass are 
dilapidated, others groomed to perfec- 
tion. The millionaire’s place on the 
corner is framed in brick; its expansive 
yard causes heads to turn. But today 
I didn’t notice. Today when I took a 
left through a field of dandelions and 
saw the cappuccino-coloured cottage 
nestled near the railway tracks, my pace 
quickened. Today I realized for the very 
first time that I pick up speed the closer 
I get to home. 

I suppose I’ve always wanted a place 
of my own. 


A backyard pool. An underground 
gym. Maybe a tennis court or two. 

But I settled for four bedrooms. Three 
children. Two pets. And one wife. 

Three years from now we’ll have 
three teenagers. We'll add another 
room. We’ll need more prayer. Last 
week we celebrated 18 months here. It 
finally feels like home, said Ramona. 

It’s the memories, I think: Saturday 
night pizza. Mid-winter barbecues. Kids 
lunging at us early Christmas morning. 
Midnight conversations. Barefoot walks. 
Arguments, too. Stephen’s guppies, 
Rachael’s dolls, Jeffrey’s laugh. 

Ah, how I love this place we call 
home. 

But I’ve noticed something else 
lately. A month ago a toilet seal gave 
way. Guess who fixed it? Spring showed 
up a leaky basement. It’s on my list. 
So is a dripping tap, a frayed carpet, a 
pantry door that’s been a real pain. 

What we construct eventually > 


Callaway Features 


WE'RE 
CONSTANTLY 
REBUILDING. 
RENOVATING. 
RESTORING 
Tele SORE 

OF EARTH. 
NOTHING 
LASTS FOREVER: 
NOTHING HERE 
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Oe reatures Callaway 


Home sounds like a place where joy and laughter are permanent. Where 
God’s people touch nail scars, bow in awe, and celebrate that empty tomb 


corrodes. Sidewalks crack. Cars rust. 
Houses decay. 

We're constantly rebuilding. Reno- 
vating. Restoring the stuff of earth. 
Don’t get me wrong. I love it here. I 
love rooms dancing with memories. 
Halls loud with laughter. Even sticky 
fingerprints on windows. But leaky 
toilets and wet basements remind me 
that nothing lasts forever. 

Nothing here. 

That this house is a poor substi- 
tute for Home. Tonight the television 
shows visions of a far-off war. Of a 
high school massacre closer to home. 
A judge calls child porn acceptable— 
wouldn’t want to trample anyone’s 
freedom of choice. The weather report 


looks daunting. Cold tonight. Colder 
tomorrow. To add insult, my Blue Jays 
lost a nail-biter. It’s harder and harder 
to call this place home. 

Home sounds more like a place 
where kids run free. Where God makes 
everything new. Where wheelchairs 
and tears and glasses and heart medi- 
cine aren’t even a memory. 

Home sounds like a place where joy 
and laughter are permanent. Where 
God’s people touch nail scars, bow in 
awe, and celebrate that empty tomb. 

My son says I’m aging fast. Picking 
up speed the closer I get to Home. 
Tonight, for the very first time, I don’t 
mind at all. Tonight, I’m reminded that 
we were made for more than this. 


Such hope gives me purpose here. 
To live each day like it’s a bonus. To 
take God’s hand and walk bravely into 
tomorrow. Passing grace along. 

At times I wish I had answers for 
the pain and the suffering. But for 
now it’s enough to know that one 
day soon— 

I will be Home. For good. That 
one day soon my questions will be 
straightened—into exclamation 
points. That those arms that spread 
wide on a Roman cross will open 
once again. “Welcome,” he will say, 
“I think you’re gonna like the place 
I’ve prepared. I’ve been working on 
it for about 5,000 years. Welcome 
Home.” @ 


=a) Rostad 
: Tours 


All packa 
prices. Ad 
$650 are 


ges reflect 2-fo 
ditional discounts u 


available until Nov 30. 


r-1 cruise 
p to 


Travel comfortably through Europe on a Viking River 
Cruises ship combined with a tour to 
the world-famous Passion Play. We 
have nine unique itineraries featuring 
the enchanting rivers of Europe. 


Don't wait until the next performance in 2020! 


: An Opportunity for Christians to Celebrate! 


barnmnernan 


. PASSION PLAY 


Excitement is building as the townspeople of 
Oberammergau prepare to fulfil the promise to God 
made four centuries ago by their forefathers. This is 
your opportunity to be a witness of their faith. 


010 


2» 


VIKING 
RIVER CRUISES 
Exploring the World in Comfort* 


For a list of all of our Oberammergau tours visit our special website: www.oberammergaupassionplay.ca 
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FHUTO DT STCrNMAINIC FACT 


Poem FEATURES oo 


Plate and Missing the Message 


BY PATRICIA ANNE ELFORD 


Another missions capsule—another yawn. 

Why do they lengthen the service with those things? 
Now they want my money to repair our church windows. 
That I can understand. Broken windows—wasted heat. 
That's poor stewardship! 

It's a beautiful church building—best one around! 
Too bad they keep messing up the walls 
with those tragic pictures of needy people; 
[almost choke on my fellowship goodies! 

I don’t come here to be depressed! 

I've an adopted foreign child somewhere, what's her name? 
I know her cheque comes out regularly. 

I give money for asthma—cousin Dan, Passing the Cash 
for the Salvation Army—I mean, they're right in your face! 
Chocolate bars from the kid down the street. 
| always buy daffodils in Aprii—my mother, you see. 
And | give to the War Amps— 
well, they send those little license things, 

I'm never a person to take something for nothing! 


Here comes the plate. 
They've got us singing while they pass it. 
Another ploy to loosen our purse strings, I suppose. 
Ten per cent or more? Good grief! 
What do they think Iam, made of money? 
Okay for those olden days guys, 
when they were talking seeds and weeds, 
Some spices from the gardens ... I can’t go out on a limb. 
What do you mean, Jesus did? 
I have to think ahead, don’t I? 
I mean, really, if 1 give it away, 
Who’ going to look after me? 
Patricia Anne Elford is an artist, editor, educator, 


facilitator, minister and writer. You can read more 
about her at: stillwatersanddancingwings.blogspot.com 


November 2009 | Presbyterian Record 39 


OUR NEW WEBSITE 


PRESBYTERIAN 


RECORD.. 


The Wondering 
Wanderer 
“Why don’t we want miracles 
to happen anymore?” 
Keith Randall’s spiritual journey 
began on October 1st and 
continues every two weeks. 


Study Guides 
Theology 101: 
Each Theology article in 
the series has an online 
study guide to help you 
think through the ideas 
being discussed. 


More Stories 
Check out additional People 
and Places stories and 
letters each month. 


Bonus Extras 
In coming months: 
Music, Music, Music; 


and, a diary from Malawi. 


Visit us online today at 
www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 
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A Special Bible 


A MOMENT FROM THE PAST CONNECTS TO THE PRESENT. 
BY GEORGE MCMILLAN 


IN SEP TEMBER the current 


Moderator of the General Assem- 
bly, Rev. Harvey Self, paid a visit to 
the Kenora Fellowship Centre. I met 
him there and showed him a Bible I 
had received 56 years ago which bore 
three signatures I thought he might 
find interesting. 

In 1953 I was 19 years old, just out 
of high school and offered the chal- 
lenge of my first job. I was a member 
of St. John’s, Toronto, in the choir 
there and the young people’s group. 
The Women’s Missionary Society 
asked me to teach Industrial Arts at 
the Cecilia Jeffrey Indian Residential 
School in Kenora, Ont. 

Of course the service I provided the 
church at the school, along with that 
of my sister who was there for a while 
as a nurse and many friends who also 
worked there, has been tarnished. We 
find ourselves in a very unenviable 


position. Less than honorable, to be 
sure. For many of us there is a fester- 
ing hurt as a result of being lumped 
into what at times sounds like a cess- 
pool of abuse and cruelty. 
The Bible I showed the moderator has 
this inscription on the opening page: 
To George McMillan 
Cecilia Jeffrey School 
Kenora, Ontario 
“Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth” II Timothy 2:15 
19SS, 
With Christian Love: 
Grace A. Self 
Christine G. Self 
Stanley D. Self 
I asked Harvey if he recognized 
the signatures. He said, “ I do, they 
are my parents and my aunt Grace!” 
He quickly made a copy of the page 
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and could hardly wait to get home 
so he could show it to his mother. 
One could say that it was people like 
these and their message to me that 
set my course for Kenora. After 33 
years of successfully teaching Indus- 
trial Arts I am now retired. 

I have to say that Bible has kept my 
spirits and my faith strong in spite 
of the bad press around the Indian 
residential schools that continues. It 
is to be hoped that others may find 
their peace and solace in the word of 
God, as they try to cope with their 
inner feelings regarding the uneasi- 
ness and bitterness that is part of 
their lives. 


George S. McMillan is a member of 
First, Kenora, Ont. 


ST. ANDREW'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
BRANDON, MANITOBA 


Centennial Year 
Celebrations 


NOVEMBER 2009 - NOVEMBER 2010 


* Advent midweek services 
® Monthly concerts 
* Guest speakers 
* Lawn socials and picnic 
* Open house tours 
* Archival displays 
* Anniversay banquet 


* Anniversary weekend 
August 6-7-8 


FURTHER INFORMATION 
(204) 727 - 5682 / 727 - 4414 
Church website: www.pcbrandon.com 


Urgent Appeal for PWS&D 


A dramatic drop in donations to PWS&D 
is threatening programs with 
partners around the world | 


PWS&D has not been immune to the global economic 
downturn. Donations are down significantly and a serious 
budget shortfall is projected. Over $1.5 million is 
needed before the end of the year in order to fulfil our 
commitments to partners overseas. 


Please help support your church’s community 
development and emergency relief agency. Your generous 
Support will help build new futures of hope and 

opportunity, shatter cycles of poverty and restore dignity. 


/\\ Presbyterian World Service 
, & Development 


50 Wynford Dr., Toronto ON M3C 17 © 1-800-619-7301 © www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd 


Yes! | want to help transform our world! 


Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: $ 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D « Call today to sign up for easy monthly giving 
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WA From the Moderator 


iracles 


M 
Ministry 1n 
M 


and 


anitoba 


HAND-PICKED BY GOD TO SERVE. 


here are not very many times in 
life where we can say we have 
seen a miracle. But I believe I was 
privileged to do so on my recent trip to 
Manitoba. For eight days in September, 
I had the wonderful honour to tour 
around the Synod of Manitoba and 
Northwestern Ontario in the company 
of the synod regional staff person, 
Rev. Glenn Ball. But it was neither the 
abundant prairie harvest nor Glenn’s 
enthusiastic and endlessly optimi- 
stic spirit that made me believe I had 
seen a miracle. The miracle was about 
God doing something in that part of 
His vineyard that seemed altogether 
impossible only a few short months 
before. The Presbytery of Brandon, 
which consists of eight pastoral charges 
and five smaller congregations, found 
itself in September 2008 reduced to 
only one full-time and one half-time 
minister in active service. 

I had the opportunity to chat with 
the above-mentioned half-time mini- 
ster, Rev. Barb Alston, while I was 
attending the presbytery meeting. 
Barb shared with me her plan to write 
about this very dark period in the 
history of the presbytery. The words of 
the famous Presbyterian missionary to 
the Canadian west, James Robertson 
came to Barb’s mind as she contem- 
plated her article. “God called and 
they came.” Robertson’s passionate 
call for young ministers in Scotland, 
in Eastern Canada and even in the 
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U.S.A. to serve as missionaries on the 
western Canadian frontier was heeded 
by many, and hundreds of Presby- 
terian congregations were established 
across the West. But in 2008 Alston 
felt just the opposite was happening. 
She was ready to write her story and 
call it, “God called but no one came.” 
That was truly a very low point for the 
presbytery. But God was not finished 
with them. 

When I visited one year later, I was 
witness to a miracle. During my visit 
two new ministers were inducted into 
the presbytery at Neepawa and Virden. 
Shortly before my visit, new ministers 
had been called to Flin Flon, to First, 
Brandon, and to Carberry. The miracle 
was not just that five new ministers 
had heard the call to ministry in the 
presbytery but also that they had 
done so from such a diverse and 
far-flung set of prior ministries. One 
new minister had come from Zaire, 
Africa, before studying at Presby- 
terian College, Montreal. Three were 
of Korean background. The fifth was 
a seasoned Central American mission- 
ary of the Presbyterian Church. It was 
as if God went out across the globe 
and hand-picked the exact people He 
wanted to serve Him in the Presbytery 
of Brandon! Truly when things are 
most impossible for us they are most 
possible for God. A presbytery almost 
ready to close its doors was alive 
again, reborn by the ever-living Spirit 


of the ever-living Lord of the Church. 
That is a miracle. 

My Manitoba travels also exposed 
me to two other significant mini- 
stry stories. One was the story of the 
ministry being done by our Cana- 
dian Forces chaplains at both CFB 
Shilo and 17 Wing Winnipeg. At 
Shilo I met with chaplains intensely 
involved with 400 troops awaiting 
imminent deployment to Afghani- 
stan. In Winnipeg I spent a day with 
Padre Ken McRae, a new Presbyterian 
chaplain who is holding the fort while 
another Presbyterian chaplain, Padre 
Bonnie Mason, is completing her own 
service in Kandahar. 

For me it was also important to view 
the ministry of our church among the 
aboriginal peoples within the synod. I 
was pleased to hear of exciting plans 
at the Kenora Fellowship Centre for a 
new transition housing complex. And 
in Winnipeg I was deeply impressed by 
the work being done at WICM House 
of Hope to allow many aboriginal 
street people to make the transition to 
safe, affordable housing. @ 


Blessings, 


U 
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Marketplace i 


PRESBYTERIAN 


RECORD 


To place an ad call Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 
Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


FOR RENT: S. Florida 2BR 1400 sq. ft. 
house 90 mis of Tampa, lovely yard & 
lanai. Close to churches, beaches, golf, 
restaurants and shopping. Available 
monthly or bi-weekly. For info call 
Rick @ 1-204-799-4279 


Are you receiving your UK pension? 
Know your rights. You may be eligible. 


Learn about the New Pension 
Act and the benefits IF you 
reach pensionable age 
after 5 April 2010. 

® Become a member and 

~ help us fight ‘frozen’ pensions 


Call us now about a meeting in your area this Fall 
National office 1-888-591-3964 
B.C. only 1-800-760-6633 
CANADIAN ALLIANCE OF BRITISH PENSIONERS 
www. britishpensions.com 


Hpelesiasd eal © 
Refinishing ~ 
Group Ltd 


Sanctuary Restoration 
Plaster Restoration 
Design Services 
Custom Painting 


P.O. Box 1502. 
Anas, Ont, Canada K7L sc7 
he Tel: 613-549-9250 
_ Fax:.613-549-3364 
www. ecclesiadicaleronp. Ms 


EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


e custom designed memorial windows 
e traditional - contemporary 
e releading & restoration * storm glazing 
e® custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 


471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4 
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226 
ESTABLISHED @AWardsglassco@on.aibn.com 
1920 www.edwardsglass.net 


'y ~ Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 
Tel: 416-977-4408 x204 Fax:416-977-3856 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


CROWNEX Robemakers and Tailors 


¢ Genuine tailor made ¢ Satisfaction guaranteed ¢ Affordable for 


Clergy Preaching Choir Vestments Academic 


CROWNEX Ltd., 1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 1S3 
Tel. (416) 503-1288 Fax. (416) 503-8788 E-mail: info@crownex.com www.crownex.com 


New Horizons 
TOWER 
Toronto Bed and Breakfast serving 
mature adults for 35 years. See the latest 
show, ROM, AGO, TSO and much more! 
Close to downtown, hospitals, 24 hour 
security...steps to subway or bus, 
beautifully appointed single and double 
rooms, parking included...VISA, reasonable 
rates-Reserve today. Ask about our 
Boutique Hostel...Felisa (416) 536-6111 
www.newhorizonstower.com 


CANAL CRUISES 
RIDEAU CANAL 
TRENT SEVERN WATERWAY 
Cruise Ontario’s magnificent heritage 
canals along 355 miles of scenic lakes, 
rivers and locks in the comfort of the 
45 passenger Kawartha Voyageur 
riverboat with dining room, lounge, and @ 
twin lower berth cabins with private 


Pp WwW. ontariowaterwaycruises.com 


1-800-561-5767 
FREE BROCHURE 


Robert McCausland 
Limited 


Artists & Craftsmen 
of Stained Glass since 1856 
30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 
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WF Employment 


St. Paul’s, 
Hamilton 


Minister 
of Word 


Contact Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com : ; | an d 
Sacrament 


St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church in downtown 
Hamilton, Ontario is seeking a minister to 
provide biblically based preaching, and to 
promote leadership development among 
the active and committed lay leaders in 

the congregation. Our minister should 

be innovative, yet firmly positioned in the 
Reformed practices of worship. 


(me St. Andrew and St. Paul 


...1S Seeking a lead minister 


The diverse and eclectic congregation | 
of St. Paul’s was established in 1833 and 
worships in a church that is a National 
Historic Site. 


We are a vibrant, growing congregation with members from a range of backgrounds and 
cultural communities. We worship in a historic downtown Montreal church located close 
to universities and museums. 

We emphasize biblical preaching which relates the gospel of Christ to contemporary 
life. Our service is traditional and is supported by a ministry of music which is known 
throughout the city for the excellence of the choir and organ performance. 

We have a Christian Education specialist and a full program of activities, both within 
the congregation and in outreach. We are also served by a very capable and dedicated 
lay leadership. As a congregation of over 700 members and adherents, we are seeking a 
minister gifted in the areas of leading worship, preaching and teaching, with strong pastoral 
and relational skills. A copy of our profile can be found at www.standrewstpaul.com. 


At St. Paul’s “we honour the past without 
being entombed in it. We are sensitive to 
the present without being beguiled by fads. 
We have faith in the future, determined to 
follow Christ.” 


For further information 
please contact interim moderator 
Rev. Dr. Tom Billard at 519-621-3023 or at 


Interim Moderator Vhe Rey. Dr. Dale Woods, 3495 University Street, Montreal. H3A 2A8 tcbillard@rogers.com. 


Tel: 514-288-5256 ext 202 Email:pastoralstudies@ presbyteriancollege.ca www.stpaulshamilton.ca 


CHRISTIAN TEACHING 
OPPORTUNITIES IN INDONESIA maxx 


OUR VISION: True Knowledge, Faith in Christ, Godly Character oa 
OUR MISSION: Servant leaders with a Biblical Christian Worldview 
OUR RELATIONAL CONTEXT: A second home for your children 


Sekolah Pelita Harapan, a network of Christian International School : 
and subject teacher positions from K through Grade 12 for placemen' 
the Capital City of Indonesia. 


The 4 SPH Campuses are: 
SPH Lippo Village, SPH Sentul City, SPH Lippo Cikarang and 
SPH Kemang Village. 


Recruitment for the 2010/2011 school year starts in November 2009 
for commencement in July 2010. Remuneration package includes 
salary and accommodation. > 


For Application Information and to download application questio: 


¢>Open www.sph.edu under Jobs 
e>Please answer all questions, complete requirements in detail and 


by email to: cox.brian@sph.ac.id 
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Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Hanwell, N.B.; St. James; Interim Moderator 
Rev. D.E. Blaikie, 512 Charlotte St., 
Fredericton, N.B. E3B 1M2; 506-455-8220; 
minister@sapc.ca. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND 

EASTERN ONTARIO 

Ingleside, Ont., St. Matthew’s; Full-time 
minister, Interim Moderator Rev. James 
Douglas; rev.james@knoxvkh.ca. 

Ottawa, St. Andrew’s; Full-time associate 
minister; Interim Moderator Rev. Susan 
Clarke, c/o St. Andrew's Kars Presbyterian 
Church, PO Box 381, Maitland, ON KOE 1T0; 
613-348-3088; revsvclarke@yahoo.ca. 

Ottawa, St. David and St. Martin; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Cedric Pettigrew, 340 
Claridge Dr., Ottawa, ON K2J 5C2;613-843- 
1446; cedric.pettigrew@sympatico.ca. 

Smiths Falls, Ont., Westminster; Full Time; 
Interim Moderators Rev.'s Brian and Alison 
Sharpe, 460 Raglan St.S.,Renfrew,ON K7V 
1R8; 613-432-5452; maryalison@sympatico.ca 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 

ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Aurora, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Don Muir, 50 Wynford Dr., Toronto, 
ON M3C 157; 416-441-1111 ext. 223 or 
1-800-619-7301; dmuir@presbyterian.ca; 
www.standrewspresbyterian.com. 

Bermuda, St. Andrew's; Full-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Bryn MacPhail, 
c/o St. Giles Kingsway Presbyterian Church, 
15 Lambeth Rd., Toronto, ON M9A 2Y6; 


416-233-8591; bryn31@rogers.com. 

East Oro, Esson, Jarratt, Willis, Orillia, 
Uptergrove; Full-time minister for 
three charges in Presbytery of Barrie; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Tim Raeburn- 
Gibson, c/o First Presbyterian Church, 

200 Maple St., Collingwood, ON L9Y 2R2; 
705-445-4651; trg@georgian.net. 

Elora, Knox and Alma, St. Andrew's; 

Minister full-time two-point charge, 
vacant effective October 1, 2009; 

Interim Moderator Rev. Marty 
Molengraaf; mmolengraaf@sympatico.ca. 

Erin, Burns, Ospringe, Knox; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Sean Howard, PO Box 433, 
Campbellville, ON LOP 1B0; 905-854-5145; 
sean@nassagaweya.com. 

Etobicoke, Mimico; Full-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev. George Anderson, 
c/o St. Andrew's Islington Presbyterian 
Church, 3819 Bloor St. W., Etobicoke, 

ON M9B 1K7; 416-233-9800; 
george@standrewsislington.org. 

Guelph, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Angus 
Sutherland, 75 Grand Ave. N., Cambridge, 
ON N15 2L1; ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com. 

Guelph, Kortright; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Wayne Dawes, c/o Knox's Galt 
Presbyterian Church, 2 Grand Ave. S., 
Cambridge, ON N1S 2L2; 519-621-8120; 
sdawes@knoxsgalt.org. 

Huntsville, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gary Robinson; 705-746-9612; 
gary@standrewsparrysound.org. 

Newmarket, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Daniel D. Scott, 39 Saint Ave., 
Bradford, ON L3Z 3E6;905-775-7274; 
minister@stjohnspresbyterian.ca. 

Orillia, St. Andrew’s Orillia; Interim Moderator 


Pulpit Vacancies 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
All notices of pulpit vacancies will be charged to 
the congregation: $40 minimum for one-time 
insertion or $25 per insertion for four or more. 
This charge applies to all congregations, 

Contact the Record office regarding items 

for this column. 


Rev. Peter D. Ruddell, 36 Brick Pond Rd., 
Box A-180, RR1, Coldwater, ON, LOK1E0. 
705-686-3125; panddruddell@rogers.com. 
Schomberg, Emmanuel; Half-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jeremy Lowther; 
905-857-2419; jlowther1845@rogers.com. 
Toronto, Toronto Korean; Senior minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Kyung-Seuk Min, 
67 Scarsdale Rd., North York, ON M3B 2R2; 
416-447-5963; www.tkpc.org. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Atwood, Atwood; Interim Moderator 
Rev.Cathrine Campbell, PO Box 477, 
Brussels, ON NOG 1H0; 519-887-9831; 
cecampbell@wightman.ca. 

Beamsville, St. Andrew's and Smithville; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Pearl Vasarhelyl, 
c/o First North Pelham Presbyterian Church, 
606 Metler Rd., RR 3, Fenwick, ON LOS 1C0; 
905-892-4716;yasar@talkwireless.ca. 

Beechwood, St. Andrew’s; Half-time position; 
Rev. Steve Boose, 152 Albert St., Strathroy, 
ON N7G 1V5;519-245-2292; 
revboose@bellnet.ca. 

Crinan, Duff Largie and Argyle; Half -time 
minister for two charges; Interim 
Moderators Rev.Amanda Birchalland »> 


Knox-Elora and Alma-St. Andrew's Presbyterian Churches 


Trusting in God to direct our future, we seek a minister who has strength in the pulpit, in crisis 
visiting and in ministries with seniors, young adults and youth. If God is calling you to lead this 
vibrant rural ministry, please send your resume and/or inquiries to: 


Rev. Marty Molengraaf, Interim Moderator 
4640 Wellington Road 35, Guelph, ON N1H 6/3 


Cell Phone: 519-820-4731 


For more information, visit us online at: http://www.knoxelora.com 


Email: mmolengraaf@sympatico.ca 
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@ Pulpit Vacancies 


Rev. Deb Dolbear-VanBilsen, c/o Glencoe 
Presbyterian Church, 177 Main St., PO Box 
659,Glencoe, ON NOL 1M0; 519-287-2743; 
revdeb17@sympatico.ca. 

Duart; Part-time; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Andrew Song, 551 Victoria Ave., PO Box 761; 


Rev. Bob Dawson, 2138 Brant St., Burlington, 
ON L7P 3W5; 905-335-2640; southgate. 
moderator@yahoo.ca. 


Kilmartin, Burns Mosa; Interim Moderator 


Rev. Kathy Fraser, c/o North Caradoc-St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 8503 


519-681-7242; jbannerman@bellnet.ca. 


Petrolia, St. Andrew's and Dawn, Knox; 


Interim Moderator Rev. Barry Van Dusen, 
c/o St. Giles Presbyterian Church, 770 
Lakeshore Rd., Sarnia, ON N7T 275; 
519-542-2253; st.giles@ebtech.net. 


519-683-2442; andrewapack@gmail.com. 

Fingal, Knox; Part-time; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Kevin Steeper; 519-438-3492; 
ksteeper@elmwoodchurch.ca. 

Hamilton, St. Paul's; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Tom Billard, 1901 8th Concession West, RR 
1,Cambridge, ON N1R 582; 519-621-3023; 
tcbillard@rogers.com. 

Hamilton, The South Gate; Interim Moderator 


Scotchmere Dr., Strathroy, ON N7G 3H3; 

519-245-8769; kfraser001@sympatico.ca. 
Mitchell, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Glenn 

Kukkola, PO Box 129, Shakespeare, ON 

NOB 2P0; 519-625-8317; Church1 @cyg.net. 
North Yarmouth, St. James; Part-time ministry; 

Interim Moderator Rev. John Bannerman, 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Portage la Prairie, Man., First; Interim 
Moderator Rev. David Wilson, 22 Linden 
Blvd., Brandon, MB R7B 1B9; 
dwilsguy@mts.net. 

Winnipeg, Man., St. Andrew's; Interim 
Moderator Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3K 0L1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mts.net. 


c/o Chalmers Presbyterian Church, 
342 Pond Mills Rd., London, ON N5Z 3X5; 


uP"). SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 

| — Regina, First; Minister; Co-Interim Moderators 
Rev. Ina Golaiy, 718 Elm Cres., Weyburn, 
SK S4H 0S7; 306-842-1942; golaiy@sasktel. 
net and Rev. Devon Pattemore, 66 Park St., 
Yorkton, SK S3N OT3, 306-782-3659; 
knoxpresb@sasktel.net. 


y SINCE 1979 
f 7% 97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. London, Ont. N6J 2K2 
Toll Free 877-575-2321 
www.sunrisestainedglass.com 


y, 1 BOOKS ON THE REBOUND 
y Professional hookbinder, 40 years experience, with a 
} é passion for repairing Family Bibles (and other books) 


is at your service. Located in Oakville, Ontario. 
i Website: www.booksontherebound.itgo.com, 
or call me, Duncan Fraser, at 905-338-6431. 


Yh I cht a1 * 


" WN BULLAS “8 
Os GLASS LTD. 


15 Joseph Street, Kitchener 
Ontario, Canada N2G 1H9 
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SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND 

THE NORTHWEST 

Calgary, Alta., Centennial; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Tom Brownlee, 12 
Scenic Rise NW, Calgary, AB T3L 1A8; 
tmbrownlee@hotmail.com. 

Sherwood Park, Alta., Sherwood Park; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Heinrich Grosskopf, 
c/o Dayspring Presbyterian Church, 

11445 40 Ave. NW, Edmonton, AB T6J OR4; 
780-293-0618; dpcrev@telus.net. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Dawson Creek, St. James; Full- time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. George Malcolm, 

PO Box 843, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4H8; 
forbespc@telusplanet.net. 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 


Obituaries 


JACK, MARY LOUISE, died peacefully on 
Tuesday, June 16, 2009 in Toronto. Mary 
was predeceased by her husband, Rev. 
James D. C. Jack in 2007. She was born in 
Toronto in 1920, the daughter of May and 
Arthur (Don) Winchester. She graduated 
from Victoria College at the University 
of Toronto in 1941 and went on to teach 
French and Latin in Uxbridge, Ont. In 


1946 she married Jimmy Jack and they 
served congregations in Hartney, Man., 
Stayner and Sunnidale Corners, Ont., 
Cobourg and Leaside, Ont. She was 
happy to continue her discipleship after 
her husband’s retirement as a member 
of Iona, Toronto. 

Mary served on the Board of Evange- 
lism and Social Action of the PCC, held 
several executive positions at the pres- 
byterial and synodical level of the WMS, 
including president and as a trustee 
for the WMS. She wrote Sunday school 
curriculum for the national church. Her 
faith was obvious to all with whom she 
came in contact. She is sadly missed by 
her children, Jim Jack, Anne Manning, 
Helen Smith, Elizabeth Jack, their spouses; 
12 grandchildren and six great grandchil- 
dren. We remember with gratitude Mary’s 
gentle strength, her warm and cheerful 
nature and her steady faith. 


WALSH, WILLIAM (“BILL”), was a very active 
member in the life of Mount Pleasant 
Presbyterian, Mount Pleasant, Ont. Bill 
and Georgina (nee Redditt) were married 
at the church on May 29, 1946. Bill was 
the Sunday school superintendent, past 
chairman of the board of managers and 
served as an elder for many, many years. 
Bill passed away on Friday, February 
27, 2009. & 


Dia you sing in the Choir? 
T our the country with Fretessor John Derksen? 
Wish you could. do it just one more tome? 


| you sang in the Choir between I7716-L005, join us for a one-vight-only tour 


back through time and: tp. us celebrate Professor Jom Derksens retirement! 
Rehearsal Tike Dec i Zpm Reception Woes BT 5 pm 
Performance Wednesday, December 2° 730 pm 


Please RSVP to Professor Derksen by October |5° at knoxcollege(@utoronto.ca 
please call 116.978.6228 


For more information, 
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CALL FOR ENTRIES” 


The 
Most 
Beautiful 
Church 


Contest 


Keep the submissions 
coming: don’t be shy— 
share your story. There are 
hundreds of congregations, 
worshipping communities 
and seasonal communities 
across Canada and we 
want to hear from all of 
you. Your submissions 
will be printed in the 
Record each month. 


TO ENTER SEND 200 WORDS AND 
UP TO FIVE PHOTOGRAPHS TO: 
beautifulchurch@presbyterianrecord.ca. 


SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS: 
ALL IMAGES MUST BE HIGH RESOLUTION JPGS, 
AT A MINIMUM OF 300 DPI AND 1MB 
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We Kids Page 


alled to Wonder 


CREATED BY JENNIFER O’FARRELL 


NG 


\ re i) YY Reign of Christ 


~ @ Cop lie REIGN OF CHRIST will be celebrated by many churches on Sunday, 


ej 


November 22, 2009. Reign means the period of time when something or someone 
is strong and powerful and in control of things. A monarch (a king or queen) reigns 


over a country or kingdom. 


KINGS AND QUEENS: 

You probably already know many things about kings and queens. 

For example, he or she likely lives in a castle. The castle might look like a fort because 
there was fighting to start the kingdom and the royal family needed protection. 

On the ruler’s head you might see a crown. There would be a royal crest or shield, 
showing symbols of their important history. This ruler might also carry a scepter to 
indicate authority over everyone else. 

Such kings held enormous earthly power, controlling all the people who lived in 
their kingdom. Revenge might be taken on those who do not obey the king, so the 
people may do so out of fear. In an older kingdom, they might obey out of obligation 
to the king or queen of a past generation—with obedience from tradition, not from 
thought or choice. 


WHAT KIND OF KING IS JESUS? Jesus the King rules differently than 
most kings found in history or in fairy tales. 
“Crown him with many crowns the Lamb upon the throne’ is the first line of a well 
known hymn, found at #274 in the Book of Praise* (paraphrase by Isaac Watts of Psalm 
72). It describes King Jesus as a gentle lamb—not as a high and mighty king who 
looks down upon us. Jesus did not come to judge us but to love us and to forgive 
us and to give us the power to do better. “Oh worship the King, all glorious above; 
oh gratefully sing God's power and God's love...” (from Hymn #313*, paraphrase by 
Robert Grant of Psalm 104). 

Jesus is the loving King who forgives us and gives us another chance.“My 


- shepherd is the King of love whose goodness fails me never, for all things good from 
Look at more hymns to - God above restore my soul forever” (from Hymn #691*, paraphrase by H.W. Baker 
find words and phrases - of Psalm 23). We are given great power that can change us and help us to faithfully 


“ serve the King well. 
you can use to describe A 


the Reign of Christ. / WHAT DOES THE REIGN OF CHRIST LOOK LIKE? The Bible tells us 
: Jesus is the ruler of all people everywhere who listen for the truth. 

- (Read John 18:36-37) The subjects of King Jesus are not forced into obedience. They 

214,341,343, 356, 377, listen to what Jesus says and willingly choose to enter God's kingdom and live in 

and 265 to 275. God's way. To be such a king is to forgive. To be the subject of such a king is to be 


* Hymn suggestions: 


forgiven. Best of all, Jesus the King will be with you forever. 
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For the Journey, continued from page 50 


and the moon will not give its light,” 
(Mark 13:24). And apparently there are 
also references to the blood-red moon 
in the interpretations and instructions 
of the Jewish Talmud. 

So do we believe in predictive spiri- 
tual astronomy or astrology or what? 
Jeremiah says, “Thus says the Lord: Do 
not learn the way of the nations, or be 
dismayed at the signs of the heavens; 
for the nations are dismayed at them.” 
(Jeremiah 10:2) The non-believing 


thanks for the gift of the Holy Spirit 
of God, as God’s way of breaking into 
me and into human history with His 
Kingdom. I see the red sky at night or in 
the morning and I remember Jesus’ use 
of that sky-born image and give thanks 
that all that is is not all that will be. I 
give thanks that Jesus promises that 
if I look, I can see the metaphorical 
deposits of the in-breaking Kingdom 
all around me. I give thanks that Jesus 
said to those demanding signs and 


For the Journey 


just as Jonah was three days and three 
nights in the belly of the sea monster, 
so for three days and three nights the 
Son of Man will be in the heart of the 
earth.” (Matthew 1:40) The only defin- 
itive sign we will get concerning the 
in-breaking of the Kingdom of God 
is the resurrection of Jesus from the 
grave. So there is no point to looking 
to signs and wonders, whether they be 
a blood-red moon, other phenomena 
of nature, or world events, and crying 


I see the blood-red moon and I am encouraged by this powerful metaphor 
that God is presently at work breaking into human history and human lives 


world may believe in astrology or even 
in some form of spiritual astronomy, 
but not the people of God. We are 
people of the word. We do not take 
our messages from God from signs and 
wonders, be they in the heavens or on 
earth. So what do we make of things 
like the blood-red moon and some of 
the places where it and other astro- 
nomical phenomenon appear in the 
word of God? 

For me, the blood-red moon, as well 
as other signs and wonders, are neither 
prescriptive nor descriptive nor predic- 
tive language. They are, in the purest 
biblical sense, metaphorical language. 
The way I have come to understand 
this stuff, both as it appears in nature 
and as it is referred to in scripture, is 
to appreciate it as the metaphorical 
language of God that reminds me that 
God is breaking into human history 
all around me. Somehow this meta- 
phorical language of the in-breaking 
of the Kingdom of God encourages me 
to give myself over to being faithful to 
God and what God is doing. I see the 
blood-red moon and I am encouraged 
by this powerful metaphor that God is 
presently at work breaking into human 
history and human lives and that the 
best I can do is to dedicate myself to 
joining with God in God’s Kingdom 
work. I see the blood-red moon and 
metaphorically it causes me to give 


wonders that were definitive, prescrip- 
tive, descriptive and predictive: “Some 
Pharisees and Sadducees were on him 
again, pressing him to prove himself 
to them. He told them, ‘You have a 
saying that goes, ‘Red sky at night, sail- 
or’s delight; red sky at morning, sailors 
take warning.’ You find it easy enough 
to forecast the weather—why can’t you 
read the signs of the times? An evil and 
wanton generation is always wanting 
signs and wonders. The only sign 
you'll get is the Jonah sign.’ Then he 
turned on his heel and walked away.” 
(Matthew 16:2-4) 

The sign of Jonah is the only 
predictive sign we will get concerning 
the coming of the Kingdom. And Jesus 
made it crystal clear what he meant 
when he said the sign of Jonah: “For 


out that we are about to enter the “end 
times.” It appears we have been living 
in the end times since Jesus was raised 
from the grave. There is no biblical 
reason for a Chicken Little theology 
nor a “sky is falling” eschatology. It 
is like Jesus is saying: “What are you 
waiting for, get on with it,” ... “The 
kingdom of God is not coming with 
things that can be observed; nor will 
they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There it 
is!’ For, in fact, the kingdom of God is 
among you.’” (Luke 17:20-21) @ 


Rev. David Webber is a contributing editor to 
the Record. He is a minister of the Cariboo, 
B.C., house church ministry and the author 
of From Under a Blazing Aspen, And 
the Aspens Whisper and Like a Winter's 
Aspen: Embracing the Creator’s Fire. 


An ethical alternative for your 


ECCLESIASTICAL 


IMSURAMCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 


place of worship, care home, 


school, or charity. 


Discover how our specialty products and 
services can benefit your organization. With 
regional offices in Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto 
and Halifax, we are always on hand to provide 
_ you with peace of mind. Ask your broker, or 

contact a regional office near you by visiting 


us at www.ecclesiastical.ca. 


A specialty insurer owned by a charitable trust. 
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@ For the Journey 


A Blood-Red Moon 


PREDICTIVE ASTRONOMY OR BIBLICAL METAPHOR? BY DAVID WEBBER IL 


ovember is well into winter in the Cariboo-Chilcotin 
region of B.C. One of the nice things about our 
long winters is the night sky. Clear starlit nights 
with a sky that looks like sequin-covered black velvet are 
common. A night sky virtually snapping and whirling with 
northern lights is not infrequent. But a blood-red moon? 
On the way to house church at Sheridan Lake, after I 
picked up Harold, Jean, Audrey, Tyler and Alamaz, we all 
noticed the full moon rising in the clear sky just at dusk. 
By the time we reached Pete and Nicki’s ranch, they along 
with Bill, Elaine, Jody, Ole and Elsa were all standing on 
the veranda in the near-darkness watching the bright full 
moon as the earth’s shadow slowly crawled across it from 
the lower left side. It was around 7:00 p.m. We kept getting 
up during church to gaze out the ranch house windows to 
watch. By 8:30 p.m. the moon was fully eclipsed by the 
earth’s shadow. The amazing thing was that the moon was 
blood-red. It caused much speculation in the fellowship 
time that followed worship. 
The intensity of the colour of a blood-red moon depends 
upon the amount of particulate matter in the sky; the more, 
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FLICTBRATIONE RV RARRV EAIITC 
LUSTRATION BY BARRY FALLS 


the bloodier. The moon’s light refracted by the earth’s 
shadow and shining through the particulate matter of the 
atmosphere causes the effect, much the same as the refracted 
light of a setting sun shining through the same stuff gives 
us the red sky sunsets we all love. That is the simple scien- 
tific explanation of a blood-red, totally eclipsed moon. But 
ancient thinkers and writers didn’t have scientific explana- 
tions, and so a blood-red moon was the cause for much god 
speculation or what some people call theology. 

The Judaeo-Christian faith is no exception. The prophet 
Joel spoke about the blood-red moon: “The sun shall be 
turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the 
great and terrible day of the Lord comes.” (Joel 2:3) The 
Apostle Peter quoted Joel’s very words as pointing to the 
gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2:20). In Revel- 
ation, John writes: “When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, 
and there came a great earthquake; the sun became black 
as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood,” (Revela- 
tion 6:12). Even Jesus made references to a lunar eclipse, 
quoting from Isaiah 13:10: “But in those days, after that 


suffering, the sun will be darkened, continued on page 49 
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ILLUSTRATION BY BARRY FALLS/HEART AGENCY 


, PHOTOS COURTESY OF B. E. FRANKLIN; FRAME, ISTOCKPHOTO.COM 


Benediction JJ 


Great-grandma 

admires a 

» Christmas 
present | 


AM 
DEDICATION 


ur small country church: too Be to mention, but the long 
| chonsh is the people within its walls. We PES t think of 


We eae rate, pray j yacil a togeth 


At « ‘beautiful church the Spirit of Christ begine in our ee school. Our 
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CHRISTMAS COVER 
ART WINNING ENTRY 
BY ALAN WYBROW 


be S ia eae 
www presbyterianrecord.ca 


Let's face it: insurance is all about having peace of mind. And that’s what you 
get with insurance policies through Johnson Inc. We offer excellent products 

and services that are tailored for groups and associations. Contact us today for 
a prompt quote, and put your mind at ease. 


MEDOC Travel Insurance Home & Auto Insurance 


- Emergency Medical Coverage - Special Discounts 

- Single-Trip and Annual Plans - 24-hour Service 

- Trip Cancellation / Interruption * Earn AIR MILES® reward miles 
Insurance 


1.800.563.0677 
1.866.606.3362 (Provide Group ID Code: PX) 


Home and auto insurance is available through Johnson Inc., a licensed insurance intermediary. Policies are primarily underwritten by Unifund Assurance Company. Unifund and Johnson Inc. share common ownership. Only home insurance is 
available in BC, SK and MB. An alternate plan is available in QC. Certain conditions may apply. AIR MILES® reward miles awarded on regular home and auto insurance policies underwritten by Unifund Assurance Company. At the time premium 
is paid, one AIR MILES reward mile is awarded for each $20 in premium (including taxes). AIR MILES reward miles not available in SK, MB or QC. °™ Trademarks of AIR MILES International Trading B.V. Used under license by LoyaltyOne, Inc. 
and Johnson Inc, (for Unifund Assurance Company). MEDOCt is a Registered Trademark of Johnson Inc. MEDOC is underwritten by Royal & Sun Alliance Insurance Company of Canada and administered by Johnson Inc. Johnson Inc. and 
Royal & Sun Alliance Insurance Company of Canada share common ownership. Single trip is available to those 55 years of age and under. A 90-day Health Stability Clause applies to pre-existing medical conditions. For Trip Cancellation 
insurance to be in effect, the MEDOC Plan must be purchased within 5 business days of booking your trip or prior to any cancellation penalties being charged for that trip. Acomplete summary of conditions, limitations and exclusions is available 
from Johnson Inc. and is outlined in your MEDOC Travel Insurance Policy. As with all advertising carried in the record, no endorsement by the magazine or the board is implied nor is there partnership with the advertiser. MVM.April 09 
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Love Came Down 


at Christmas 


BY DAVID HARRIS 


t’s complicated, love is. It’s what 

makes the world go round, yet we 

often feel it could slip away in an 
instant; it’s as fragile as an orchid and 
stronger than death. It is at the heart of 
the Christian faith, but how often is it 
found in our church communities? 

The story My Sister’s Keeper, both a 
novel and a movie from this summer, 
explores many of love’s facets. I won’t 
spoil the plot for you if you haven’t seen 
it, but I encourage you to see it or read it 
if you haven’t. (And if you have, please 
post your comments at the end of this 
editorial online.) 

The tension is between the many 
loves in a family undergoing consider- 
able strain. Because the loves are human, 
they are both good but limited. Each is 
both life-giving and selfish. You can’t 
help but be moved by the plot. The love 
is raw, raging, fledging and mature, and 
is not limited by death. 

I'd argue that it’s God’s greatest 
gift to us not only because it allows 
us a glimpse of God in this world, but 
because it is what will frame our relation- 
ship with God in existence unhampered 
by the limits of time and space. 

So why do people so often feel 
unloved or unworthy of love? As part of 
some spiritual exercises, people will be 
asked to look at themselves in the mirror 
and ask themselves if they feel worthy of 
their partner’s love. Of their children’s 
love? Their parents’ love? God’s love? 

It’s a serious question, because 
we say that according to our faith 
God created each of us to love and be 
loved. As any therapist will tell you, if 
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you cannot be vulnerable enough to 
be loved, you cannot love others as 
fully as you are able. 

Christmas is the season when we cel- 
ebrate Love’s incarnation. But our ten- 
dency in church is to sanitize it or make 
it maudlin. Love is life. It’s not just about 
cute children helping us recall a story 
when God entered history. It’s the messy, 
visceral story of how God is still in the 
midst of our history and of our lives. 

It’s one of the points that David Clark 
makes in his excellent essay in this issue 
on the Spirit. Too often we talk about 
the Spirit in dry, inaccessible academic 
terms. Clark makes the point that the 
Spirit is active all around us. 

Here’s another approach. In My Sis- 
ter’s Keeper—or, if you don’t know it, pick 
any love story you know; Romeo and Juliet 
is perfect—you feel you can almost touch 
the love between some of the characters 
it’s so strong. The love is tangible. 

That’s the Spirit, according to St. 
Augustine. It’s the love between God the 
Father and God the Son, the Son who 
took on human nature in the person of 
Jesus Christ. That love is God. 

One of the casualties in Western 


Christianity from the Renaissance 
onward has been the loss of mystery in 
favour of the cold light of reason. Don’t 
get me wrong, reason has its place. But it 
can’t explain everything. 

It can’t explain love and it can’t 
explain God. Or how God interacts 
with us. 

The ancient Israelites believed in spe- 
cial beings, called messengers of God. 
The Greek translation of the Old Testa- 
ment uses the word angelos, angel. Jews, 
Christians and Muslims all believe in 
these angels, and that they are creatures 
who exist beyond the constraints of time 
and space. 

My Sister’s Keeper proposes that love 
transcends death. That’s a Christian 
belief, too. If we can believe that love 
between people carries on even after 
death, is it any more difficult to believe 
that God’s love and God’s messengers of 
love also carry on? 

The directors and staff of the Presby- 
terian Record join me in wishing you, 
your family and friends a wonderful 
Christmas. We hope you will experience 
God’s love in the midst of all your cel- 
ebrations. And when you sing about the 
angels who greeted Jesus’ birth, we hope 
you will hear them still singing about 
God’s love for you. & 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


PORTRAIT BY WESLEY BATES/THREEINABOX.COM 


PRESBYTERIAN 


RECORD 


VOLUME CXXXIII, NO. 11 DECEMBER 2009 
ISSN 0032-7573 

EDITOR David Harris 

“MANAGING EDITOR Andrew Faiz 

SENIOR WRITER Amy MacLachlan 

TAFF WRITER Connie Purvis 


RT DIRECTOR Caroline Bishop 
www.carolinebishop.com 


_ PROOFREADER Kristine Culp 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS Calvin Brown, 
Kathy Cawsey, Mary Fontaine, Bert 
Vancook, David Webber, Gwyneth Whilsmith 


CIRCULATION MANAGER Deborah Leader 
_ ONLINE Simon Fraser 


Published on the first ofeach month except 


August by Presbyterian Record Inc. 
_ CONVENER Michael Munnik 

_ board@presbyterianrecord.ca 

_ ADVERTISING Fenn Co. 

_ Carol McCormick 

| Phone: 905-833-6200, ext. 25 

_ Fax: 905-833-2116 

- emecormick@canadads.com 


"Member of Magazines Canada, the Canadian Church Press 
and the Associated Church Press. 


Publications Mail Agreement No. 40069388 
Registration No. 09634 

Postage paid at Mississauga, Ontario. 
Return postage guaranteed, Send label only. 


We: acknowledge the financial support of the Government z 
of Canada through the Publications Assistance Program and the 


Subscription rates. GST/HST norincluded. : 
Every Home Pla $18.50 eee 
Individual: $26. ee ied 
U.S.A. and foreign: $35 single copies: 335: 


: Acceptance of advertising does not imply efdere ent a 
the Presbyterian Record or The Presbyterian Church i in Conade 


Address. all correspondence and changes of a 
(include label from magazine) to: aay 
Presbyterian Record, 50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON sc ur 
_ Phone: (416) 441-1111; -800-619- ae 
: ‘Fax: (416) 441-2825 
. mall circultion@presbyterianrecotd ca 
WW, eee 


_ However, we occasionally permit reputable companies whose products / 


to have your name removed from this list, please all 800.619.7301 oF 
email privacy@presbyterianrecord.c ca or write usat Presbyterian | a 
Prec Oat 50 Wynford Dr, Toronto. ON mac U7. ae : 


‘Canada Magazine Fund toward our tating and editorial costs. 


foros important to us. We nese ive ary ar nsaration 


or services might be of interest to you to mail you through us.lf you prefer 


Depression and Reconciliation 


Re Letters, September 
I find Zander Dunn’s reply to 
Calvin Brown depressing. His idea 
about grace makes faith in Jesus Christ 
rather cheap, if not useless. How can I, 
as a servant of Christ, stand in a pulpit 
and tell people that it doesn’t matter 
how you live, since we will all be saved 
anyway? I wonder why Jesus told Nico- 
demus, “I tell you the truth, unless a 
man or woman is born again, he/she 
cannot see the Kingdom of God.” John 
3:3) Adding, “that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish, but have eternal 
life.” (John 3:16) Yes, God is a God of 
love; after all He gave us His one and 
only Son, with the emphasis being on 
“whoever believes in him.” Christ gave 
a number of explanations through 
parables. To say that, “before you had 
even heard of Jesus, God in His love 
had already saved you,” does not make 
any sense at all. If that is the case, why 
the cross? And why the church? If 
everyone will be saved, Christ’s sacri- 
fice on the cross was totally in vain, 
and worship and mission are a waste of 
time and effort. “Whoever lives by the 
truth comes into the light, so that it 
may be seen plainly that what he/she 
has done has been done through God.” 
(John 3:21) Yes, we have a choice, 
either for or against. Those who have 
accepted Jesus Christ will be saved 
through God’s grace. For believers it 
makes for an exciting future. 
HUGH APPEL, LONDON, ONT. 


Thanks to all who responded to my 
letter about universalism. 

In response to Duncan Cameron 
(November Letters) I suggest all of us 
take from the Bible what is most helpful 
to us. I know there are biblical passages 
which do not support universalism but 
I have found those that do are more 
Christ-like than those that don’t. That’s 
how I try to read the Bible—in the light 
of what I know of Jesus. 


etters 


Duncan suggests my theology is 
based on my opinion rather than reve- 
lation. Each one of us filters biblical 
revelation (which I take seriously) 
through our understanding and expe- 
rience to arrive at our own theology. 
He contends that the Christian Church 
exists not as a collection of people who 
say “I believe” but as a community of 
faith that says, “We believe.” How 
then, does he explain The Apostles’ 
Creed, which declares, “I believe?” 

I apologize to Hugh Appel (above) 
for depressing him. That was not my 
purpose because for me universalism 
is gospel—good news. I would never 
expect him to tell his people it doesn’t 
matter how we live because we are all 
saved anyway. I hope that when he 
tells his people about God’s love he 
calls them to be grateful to God and to 
share that love with everyone. 

I am glad we both agree that God is 
love and that God’s love is best seen in 
Jesus. Why then the cross? The cross is 
what we do to God’s love. The cross is 
not God’s will; God’s will is the Christ. 
The cross shows us how far the love of 
God will go for us. I do not, as a univer- 
salist, consider worship and mission a 
waste of time. > 


RS@PRESBYTERIANRECORD CA 
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FRONT Letters 


I worship God with gratitude and 
praise for God’s amazing grace. I share 
the gospel with others to let them know 
God loves them, forgives them, accepts 
them. I hope that leads them to want 
to thank God and enjoy God also. 

Hugh Appel contends we have 
a choice, either for or against God 
in Christ. 

I agree but, if we don’t turn to God 
in gratitude, God will not reject us. 
God’s love is eternal and too great to 
be defeated by our rejection. We call 
God “Father” and like a good father 
God never stops loving His children. 

G. Mackintosh (November Letters) 
points out, rightly, that it’s not God 
who marginalizes people; it’s people 
who marginalize God. The contention 
is that we have the freedom to reject 
God's salvation. My problem with that 
is that I cannot believe I have the power 
to defeat God’s love. I have experienced 
something of the winsome love of God 
which has overcome all my resistance. 
Even if we were to die denying God, 
God doesn’t deny us. 

Whether we repent and trust in God 
or not doesn’t affect God's decision to 
reconcile the world to Himself. Jacques 
Ellul puts it well. “From the very outset 


this reconciliation is for all (Muslims, 
Buddhists, Nazis, Communists etc.) 
And it will apply to them whether they 
know it or not, whether they will it or 
not. God is reconciled to them even if 
they are not reconciled to God.” 

Jesus was insulted, mocked, beaten, 
betrayed, abandoned, crucified, but he 
never condemned or rejected those 
who were guilty of such things. He wept 
over them because he was reconciled to 
them all, no matter what they did. 

ZANDER DUNN, STELLA, ONT. 


As I looked down on our congrega- 
tion from my vantage in the choir loft, 
at the near empty sanctuary during 
our Reformation Day service, I was at 
once angry and concerned, that the 
second-most important day on the 
Kirk calendar (the first being the day 
my Saviour gave His life for me) played 
second fiddle to: ice hockey practice, 
Rangers vs. Habs on ESPN, brunch at 
Starbucks, and so on. 

Yes, the church needs to attract 
new blood. It also needs to keep the 
existing blood supply flowing. 

TOMMY HALL, TORONTO 


mF Tneories 


Re How Does Jesus Save, September 

Dr. John Vissers is a creative teacher 
and successfully lifts out the church’s 
answer to this question over the centu- 
ries. As he does so, both the question 
and the responses are in straightfor- 
ward enough terms that they can be 
understood. 

The  subtitutionary theory is 
explained, then critiqued. Like other 
theories it is only one model for under- 
standing. The theory dates back at least 
to the 12th century, and probably even 
as far back as the fourth. A number of 
texts can be cited to show that some 
biblical writers may even have had an 
understanding something like this. 
Of course, there are many pictures in 
the Bible, leading us to openness and 
imagination in how we articulate this 
stuff. There are a thousand questions 
of the spirit out there; I’m not hearing 
people ask, How Does Jesus Save? 

I wonder how seriously such a 
theory can be taken in the 21st century 
and whether its promulgation might 
not do more distorting than clarifying 
for contemporary minds. We now 
understand that we developed over 
the years by a process of evolution. 


Keep your friends and relatives 
in touch with their faith 


_ Give the gift of the Presbyterian Record 


The Record is full of engaging stories and photographs about the work of 
Presbyterians in Canada and around the world. For only $26, you can give your 
favourite person 11 exciting issues of the Presbyterian Record. We'll even send 
them a Christmas card announcing your present! Are they already getting the 
Record? No problem! We'll just add your gift to their current subscription. 
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Descriptions of Jesus’ work that ignore 
this factor are difficult to incorporate 

into the experience of today’s world. 
Four theories of Jesus’ work are 
presented as a kind of supermarket 
of choices by which we can mix and 
match from the God-understanding of 
past ages. It was helpful once, so people 
said, but is it helpful now? Does the 
subtitutionary theory have any bearing 
on present reality? Perhaps it is time to 
move on with a new framing of how 
Jesus makes a difference in our lives, 

lest he be consigned to the museum. 
ALLEN AICKEN, VANCOUVER 


Teach Your Children Well 
Re Rooted and Grounded, September 

If the Christian community (and 
society in general) wants well-func- 
tioning youth—and therefore, eventu- 
ally healthy adults—we need to estab- 
lish a progressive governmental act 
that would see high school education 
curriculums include mandatory courses 
on child psychology and rearing that 
would commence in, perhaps, grade 10. 

Unfortunately, many people refuse 
to think before they act and are procre- 
ating without enough time available 
to spend with their young offspring, 
as well as without enough appro- 
priate child-rearing knowledge. Thus, 
dysfunctional offspring—and perhaps 
future violent bullies, racists and even 
violent criminals—are being created. 

Such education should be instituted, 
especially considering the fact that a 
child is vulnerable to dysfunctional 
thought processes in later years because 
of even a seemingly small flaw in rearing 
during his/her first six years of life. 

FRANK G. STERLE, JR., WHITE ROCK, B.C. 


That’s Some Defense! 
Re Before the Word Became Flesh, 
Letters, September 

Thank you indeed for giving my 
letter lead-in prominence in September. 
The letters continue to be a delight for 
me. Perhaps this is because I find that 


what prompts my very occasional bits 
is usually a reaction to your readers’ 
opinions, which often reflect an inter- 
esting polarity on core issues. 
However, could I carp mildly at your 
changing my “lying” to “laying” at the 
opening of the second paragraph of 
my letter. My complaint is not about 
editing—that is of course your privi- 
lege—but rather that the change was 
wrong. My use of “lying” reflected the 
nature of the subject matter as being 
totally supine, docile, and without 
intent or energy—surely the very nature 
of intransitiveness. In my defence 
1 offer the support of the Oxford Language 
Toolkit, soft cover, page 185; The Globe 
and Mail Style Book, page 183; and, not 
least The Canadian Secretary’s Handbook, 
page 53. I also consulted Eats, Shoots 
and Leaves, but the author seems preoc- 
cupied with punctuation. 
MICHAEL MOORHOUSE, VIA EMAIL 


How to Make an Editor Cringe 
Our apologies to Knox College, Toronto. 
The Dead Sea Scroll event mentioned 
in the September issue was on October 
24th and not as published five days 
later. We hope despite our error the 
event was a great success. 

Our sincere apology to Patricia Anne 
Elford, whose poem in our November 
issue was titled incorrectly due to an 
email glitch. The poem’s moniker 
should have read Passing the Plate and 
Missing the Message. @ 


Looking to Advertise in 
the Presbyterian Record? 


Evangel Hall Mission 
This Christmas 


|! 


Christmas is a very special time 
at Evangel Hall Mission. 
We emphasize the parts of Christmas 
welove most—fellowship, sharing, and 
compassion. 


Sadly for many of our participants, 
Christmas can have a very different 
meaning; it can be a very sad 
and lonely time of year. 


This Christmas, ehm needs your help 
to make this holiday a special time for 
our participants. 


We require 15 to 20 volunteers to 
host a Christmas lunch at the Hall. 
Volunteers would provide and serve 
a prepared Christmas lunch for 
approximately 125 guests. The lunch 
would begin at noon, and volunteers 
would be done by 2 p.m. 


For more information on how you 
can help, please contact 


Paula Aceto (416) 504-3563 x 231. 


Thank you for your support this 
season. 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 
552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 


Phone (416) 504-3563 


Fax (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR 0001 
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PeopleCsPlaces 


St. Andrew’s, Penticton, B.C. 

Rabbi Dr. Stan Chester has been carrying his Torah 
Light Ministry from St. Andrew’s, Penticton, B.C., for 
more than a year. Last year he celebrated Passover 
at St. Andrew's, and the Presbyterians outnumbered 
the Jews. This year the Passover service was held at 
another church because St. Andrew's didn’t have 
sufficient seating. Mazel Tov. Seen with the rabbi is 
clerk of session Kenny MacKenzie. And, St. Andrew's 
is wondering if other PCC churches have had the 
message delivered by a rabbi in their worship? 


Grande Prairie, Alta. 
Something for the building; something for the 
community. These young saints raised $450 for 
the Youth Emergency Shelter in Grande Prairie, 
Alta., by selling hot dogs, pop, and chips during 
the Tail-Gate Sale for Forbes, Grande Prairie’s 
building fund. Don’t know what a tail-gate sale 
is? Check our website for another photo. 
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St. Paul’s, Port Hope, Ont. 

John Haskill turned 100 on July 2nd. He's seen here with his St. Paul's, 
Port Hope, Ont., elder Bryan Sherry looking at some of the birthday 
cards he recieved. 
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People & Places FRONT 


_ St. Andrew's, 
Lethbridge 
The mission, 
outreach and 

evangelism team 
at St.Andrew's, 

_ Lethbridge, managed 

every aspect of its 

_ mandate by taking 
on a special project to raise food and funds 

_ for two local food banks, Lethbridge Food — 

and the Interfaith Food Bank. They collected 

_ 277 kilograms of food, and $1,583.16 in cash; 
and then matched it to raise the total value to 
$4,384. The food and money was distributed 
evenly between the two food banks. 


From left: Bob Epp, Rev. Hugh Jack and Gary Van 
Voorst all from St Andrew's; Mandy DeCecco- 
Kolebaba receiving the cheque for the Lethbridge 
Food Bank, and Terry Basaraba also from St Andrew's. 
On our website, visiting the Interfaith Food Bank. 


Guthrie, Melbourne, Ont. 

As an avid People and Places reader, you know there are always stories within 
stories in each photograph. Here we have Rev. Amanda Birchall, minister at 
Guthrie, Melbourne, Ont. She's with her mother, Janet, who was guest soloist 

at worship in May to celebrate Guthrie's 151st anniversary. And a closing note 
that has nothing to do with the photo: the congregation wishes a hearty 
congratulations to their minister and Greg MacMillan on their new life together, 
inaugurated at a fall wedding. 


PLEASE VISIT THE MONTHLY PNP PAGE AT WWW.PRESBYTERIANRECORD.CA FOR MORE. 


Zion, Sunnidale Corners, Ont. Rev. Cheryl Bear is an inspiring Native preacher and teacher—she took her 
Robert and Marie Bates have served Zion, message to St. Andrew’s, Armstrong, B.C. Brian Johnston is an inspiring teacher, 
Sunnidale Corners, Ont. as elders for a choir leader and missionary for the PCC—he’s also a great photographer. 
combined 50 years. Robert since 1970 The Sunday school children at St. Paul’s, Simcoe, Ont., are an inspiration to 

(24 years as clerk of session) and Marie since all—they made jewellery and raised funds for a WMS project in Jobat, India. 
1988. They were surprised with a barbeque And, Improving Your Love Life and celebrating 175 years of worship and 


and presented with gifts, including some mission, with fun and faith at St. Andrew's, Welland, Ont. 
cash for a mission of their choice. 
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BNews 


overty 
ominates 
Pakistan 


Safety an issue as Taliban 
influence grows. 
BY AMY MACLACHLAN 


“THE SECURITY situation has become 
worse in the last year. In Pakistan, espe- 
cially in the north, it is very bad,” said 
Shama Mall, deputy director of Church 
World Service Pakistan/Afghanistan, 
an overseas partner of Presbyterian 
World Service and Development. “We 
never thought Pakistan could become 
another Afghanistan but it has, and 
right under our noses.” 

Mall was in Toronto in October 
for PWS&D meetings, and addressed 
church offices to tell of her work in the 
Middle East. 

According to Mall, the Taliban’s 
influence is being felt in Pakistan’s 
northern areas just as it was in Afghan- 
istan in the mid-1990s. 

“Around 12 Christians have been 
killed in the last several months,” said 
Mall. “And over 100 Christian homes 
have been burned.” 

CWS employs people from numerous 
faiths (70 per cent of Mall’s colleagues 
are Muslim) which can be a blessing 
and a curse. While some of her Muslim 
colleagues have been threatened because 
they work for a Christian organization, 
those same colleagues can often work 
amongst very conservative groups where 
a Christian would not be able to go. 
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Part of the food security project in Mirpurkhas, Pakistan, teaches women how to better provide for 
their families. Reema sits proudly amidst her new kitchen garden which will produce not only more 
food for her family, but a more diverse diet as well. 


“It sends a very important message,” 
said Mall. “We don’t discriminate 
on the help we offer—it is based on 
need—so we employ all faiths. 

“There shouldn’t be boundaries to 
our work.” 

CWS is a main player in the Action 
By Churches Together partnership— 
PWS&D’s_ go-to organization when 
responding to emergencies overseas. 
The PCC developed a more intimate 
relationship with CWS following 
the earthquake in northern Pakistan 
in 2005, when PWS&D was part of 
a group of churches that provided 
$250,000 through Canadian Interna- 
tional Development Agency to help 
provide shelter for the thousands who 
lost their homes. 

Stemming from this work, PWS&D 


continues to work with CWS in Pakis- 
tan and Afghanistan, assisting them 
in their community development 
and food security programs. One of 
their current projects helps internally 
displaced people produce enough food 
to eat, something they’re doing along- 
side the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, of 
which the PCC is a member. 

Mall noted that of the 121 districts 
in Pakistan, 95 of them have been 
declared food insecure by the World 
Food Program. Of these, 65 per cent are 
in the southern Sindh province where 
PWSSD is supporting projects on food 
security. Poverty, poor soil, primitive 
farming techniques, lack of land and 
water, and no quality seed mean many 
locals can’t produce enough to feed 
their families. > 
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So, CWS is building water reservoirs, 
teaching better farming techniques, 
and using food for work programs, 
where farmers are given seed in 
exchange for work. They work with 
1,500 families each year. People who 
are trained in new techniques are then 
commissioned to teach others. 

CWS also helps women create self- 
help groups to secure loans and start 
their own small businesses. “It’s very 
hard to engage with women in Afghan- 
istan,” said Mall. “You have to gain the 
trust of the men first. The decisions are 
made by men.” 

Their girls’ education program in 
Afghanistan (supported by PWS&D 
and slated to run until April 2010) 
aims to enroll 1,650 girls each year. 
CWS is also upgrading schools, 
distributing textbooks, and encour- 
aging teachers to visit parents to 
convince them of the importance of 
sending their girls to school. There is, 
on average, one teacher to 83 students 
in Afghanistan, so teacher training is 
desperately needed. So far they have 
trained 100 teachers. 


Mall recently completed a master’s 
degree in applied development studies 
(she also holds a masters in English 
literature), where her research focused 
on engaging young people in socio- 
political change, believing that Paki- 
stan’s future is dependent on the 
participation of its youth. She noted 
that young people often have few 


“It’s very hard to engage with 
women in Afghanistan. You have to 
gain the trust of the men first. The 
decisions are made by men” 


opportunities in Pakistan. Parents send 
their young boys to madrassas (Islamic 
schools) knowing only that they will be 
educated and fed. But that education 
could be an extreme form of Islam. 
“Military intervention alone will not 
bring peace,” commented Mall. “There 
is a need to enhance commitment and 
contribution towards the develop- 
ment of Afghan people and increase 
their participation in instituting peace 
processes. Local capacities to promote 
peace need to be developed and 


Community news a 


strengthened as a long-term approach 
towards ensuring and maintaining 
peace in Afghanistan.” 

Guy Smagghe, PWS&D’s - senior 
program coordinator, echoes the need 
for peace. 

“Our partners at the local level put 
their heart and soul into their work, 
motivated by their calling to help 
build better communities where all 
people can live with dignity,” said 
Smagghe, who has travelled to Paki- 
stan and Afghanistan to forge partner- 
ships and monitor the PCC-funded 
projects happening there. 

“We can’t lose hope in the face of 
the challenges in these countries. Our 
support and solidarity are needed more 
than ever before.” @ 


Amy MacLachlan is the Record’s 
senior writer. 


FOR BREAKING NEWS SEE OUR WEBSITE: 
www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


Show Me the Money 


Presbyterians help out PWS&D. 


AN OCTOBER FUNDRAISER for Presby- 
terian World Service & Development 
attracted 140 people and raised $4,752 
for the church’s relief and development 
agency. Ticket sales accounted for just 
over $3,100 of that total, with a silent 
auction garnering nearly $1,400 and 
other donations $175. 

“More important than the money 
raised was the interest in the part of 
the many who gathered,” said PWS&D 
director Ken Kim, “who will share 
the energy and excitement around 
the work of PWS&D with their own 
congregations.” 

The wine and cheese event was held 
at Glenview, Toronto, and featured 


BY AMY MACLACHLAN 


harpist Lori Gemmell of the Kitchener/ 
Waterloo Symphony and CBC’s Tom 
Allen as storyteller. Both are members 
of Beaches, Toronto. Heather Chappell 


“More important than the money 
raised was the interest in the part 
of the many who gathered” 


(program assistant with Stewardship and 
Education for Mission) and Vince Peets 
were musical guests. 

PWS&D launched an appeal in mid- 
September, announcing they were 
projecting a shortfall of nearly half a 
million dollars in 2009. Not wanting 
to reduce program support, staff 


PWS&D fundraiser at Glenview, Toronto 


members are hoping to garner last minute 
donations before the end of the year. 

“Historically, PWS&D receives 40-45 
per cent of its entire year’s donations in 
the last quarter of the year,” said senior 
administrator, Colleen McCue. “We 
are hopeful that during the upcoming 
Advent season, people will prayerfully 
and financially support PWS&D’s life- 
changing programs.” @ 


December 2009 | Presbyterian Record | | 


Ey news Community 


Going Beyond the Job Search 


Meeting the spiritual needs of the unemployed. BY HEIMEN DONKER 


THE NEW DAY Drop-In Centre at Knox, 
Georgetown, Ont., was launched at 
a January annual meeting when in 
light of Canada’s economic downturn, 
session agreed to discuss what it could 
do to “meet the spiritual and relation- 
ship needs of the unemployed in the 
Georgetown area.” 

While there are many government- 
funded agencies in our community, the 
co-founders felt that compassion was a 
missing ingredient. Our response was 
to create a welcoming, understanding 
environment where visitors can receive 
encouragement and interview advice, 
assistance with action plans to get a job, 
and direction to the proper agencies. 


Elders 
Site 


Institute 
Andrew's Hall 
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Pastoral Visiting 
for Presbyterian Elders 


Online Course 


This course will provide an 
introduction for Presbyterian ruling 
elders and lay leaders who meet, 
visit and support all ages and stages 
of the church family. Discover new 
skills and renew your commitment to 
the art of pastoral 


congregations. 


care in 


Fes. 8 - Marcu. 19, 2010 


Instructor: Rev. Jean Morris 
Registration Fee: $100 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 
Toll-Free: 1-866-794-8888 
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Of specific interest to us are the 
recently unemployed who are devas- 
tated, angry, totally lost, doubting 
their self worth and fearing further 
rejection. 

Sandy Ellis, who formerly directed a 
homeless shelter program, visited local 
agencies to understand what each one 
did and to encourage them to send 
participants to New Day. 

A local management consultant was 
invited to describe the employment 
environment and how to help job 
seekers create effective search plans. 
Ernie Dyck, a local Christian evan- 
gelist, gave the volunteers practical 
instruction for introducing people to 
the Lord if the opportunity arose. 

Our first step was a six-week pilot 
program where we invited our volun- 
teers, who are familiar with inter- 
viewing, hiring and downsizing, to 
familiarize themselves with their roles, 
and encouraged congregation members 
to drop by and discuss the program. 

With the enthusiastic support of the 
congregation, within four weeks we 
declared the pilot program a success, 
installed the New Day sign on the 
church lawn and opened for business. 

“Tt never ceases to amaze us how easily 
our visitors assimilate with our volun- 
teer group,” Sandy mentioned. “While 


Lost your Job? 
Letis talk? 


| Tuesday & Thursday | 
10am-Noon — 


An outreach program at Knox, Georgetown, Ont. 


we often don’t know the outcome of 
our discussions and support, we do 
know that some have gone through 
remarkable transitions.” 

We encourage other churches to 
establish drop-in centres. Helping just 
one person can make a big difference 
in his or her life and perhaps in your 
community. Our churches can indeed 
make a difference. = 


Heimen Donker, a former clerk of session, 
leads a Bible study group, and has attended 
Knox for 32 years. 


Refugee Resources Available 


PRINT AND VIDEO resources dealing 
with refugee issues, stories and spon- 
sorships are now available at pres- 
byterian.ca/refugees. Most resources 
are produced by various national 
church offices and are intended to 
help individuals and congregations 
better understand the challenges faced 
by refugees, and know more about 


the Canadian refugee sponsorship 
program. 

The resources include two ‘study 
guides: Welcoming Refugee Friends to 
Canada, intended for work with chil- 
dren and youth, and Staying Rooted in 
an Uprooted World, a guide for adults. 
Both draw on real stories from PCC- 
supported refugee ministries. = 
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News Briefs 


New Canadian Revenue Agency 
Requirements for Clergy 

DUE to a retroactive change by the Cana- 
dian Revenue Agency, ministers who rent or 
own their homes and qualify for residence 
deductions will have to file an additional 
tax form before they are granted a reduc- 
tion of income tax at source. 

Since 2005, eligible employees who told 
their employer via an annual T1223 form 
that they would be making a clergy resi- 
dence deduction claim did not have to fill 
out the additional T1213 form. With the 
new changes, such employees must submit 
the 11213 form and receive written appro- 
val from the CRA before they are allowed an 
income tax deduction. 

Ministers living in a manse provided by 
the employer will not have to file the addi- 
tional form because the amount dispensed 
by a provided-housing taxable benefit will 
usually equal that of the clergy residence 
deduction.—CP. 


Brewer Finds a New Vocation 
ELIZABETH Brewer joined the Ministry and 
Church Vocations office on Nov. 3, replacing 


Jeffrey Crawford as program manager. Anelder 
and administrator at Runnymede, Toronto, 
Brewer is currently completing a master’s 
degree in religious education at Knox College, 
which she intends to finish in May.Crawford left 
the position this summer to work as youth 
consultant for the Synod of Central, North- 
eastern Ontario and Bermuda. —C.P. 


CIDA Boosts Food Security 
CANADA’S tentative new food security 
strategy received rave reviews from the 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank when it was 
unveiled in late October. 

“The big difference is its emphasis on agri- 
culture,” said Paul Hagerman, public policy 
manager for CFGB. He noted that the Cana- 
dian International Development Agency 
had always invested money in agriculture, 
but had never pegged it as a priority, though 
many of the world’s hungry are small-scale 
farmers. 

The new plan, which attempts to balance 
the short and long term needs of poor and 
disenfranchised farmers, includes $62 mil- 
lion for a new Canadian International Food 
Security Research Fund—to be run jointly 


Briefs NEWS 


CIDA has pledged to prioritize agriculture in 
Canada’s new food security strategy. 


by CIDA and the International Develop- 
ment Research Centre—and a doubling of 
Canadian support to the International Fund 
for Agricultural Development over the next 
three years to a total of $75 million. Rese- 
arch will focus on nutrition, self-sufficiency 
for farmers and sustainable agriculture. 
"We like what we see, but with one 
caveat,” Hagerman said. “We haven't seen 
much. CIDA hasn't released a detailed plan 
to say what's going to happen, and we're 
looking for indications that they'll actually 
be working with small-scale farmers.” When 
the Record went to print, CIDA had relea- 
sed only excerpts from a speech made by 
Beverly Oda, minister of International Coo- 
peration, and a short backgrounder on the 
forthcoming plan. —C.P. > 


AT A CITIZENSHIP CEREMONY on Oct. 15, representatives from the Presby- 
terian Church in Canada were presented with a letter from Jason Kennedy, 
minister of Citizenship and Immigration, thanking Presbyterians for personal 
sacrifices, volunteer hours and financial commitments “motivated by compas- 
sion, caring, and a desire to take an active role in protecting refugees.” 

The trio of PCC representatives included Colleen McCue of Presbyterian World 
Service and Development, Hildy Stollery, chair of Morningside High Park’s mis- 
sion and outreach committee, and Rev. Dr. Art Van Seters, a former moderator, 
convener of the PWS&D committee and a member of the refugee committee of 
Armour Heights, Toronto. The letter was presented by Judge Raminder Gill. 

In discussion with the Record, Stollery proudly announced that after five years 
of “trials and tribulations,” and $5,000 spent on a refugee lawyer to overturn 
a rejection by Canadian immigration, the refugee sponsored by Morningside 
High Park, Toronto, would be arriving in mid-November. It is the first refugee 
sponsorship in the congregation's 120-year history. ™ —CP. 


Hildy Stollery and Rev. Dr. Art Van Seters receive a 
thank you from Judge Raminder Gill. 
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WG news Briefs 


Faith Leaders Prod G20 
INTERFAITH leaders are calling on the 
world’s industrialized nations to seek peace, 
justice, and environmental sustainability as 
they prepare for a historic G8 and G20 mee- 
ting near Huntsville, Ont., next June. 

On Oct. 14, the Canadian Council of 
Churches released a four-page document 
outlining the faith leaders’ expectations 
for the G8 summit—a meeting that expan- 
ded at the end of September to include 
representatives from all G20 countries. 
The document urges countries to renew 
their commitment to the eight Millennium 
Development Goals—especially as the 
2015 deadline approaches, to take concrete 
measures to reduce climate change, and to 
reduce small arms and nuclear weapons. 

As representatives of the nations con- 
verge on Deerhurst Resort for the 2010 
summit, global faith leaders will be heading 
to the University of Winnipeg for a parallel 
conference intended to put pressure on 
the industrialized nations to fulfill their 
obligations to the world’s poor and disen- 
franchised. This will be the fifth such inter- 
faith summit, but the first time a collection 
of leaders has released a document early 
enough for it to be included on the political 
summit’s agenda. 
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Remember All Victims of HIV/AIDS 


CHURCHES WORLDWIDE prayed for drug addicts, sex workers, homosexual men and 
other populations afflicted by HIV/AIDS as they marked Word AIDS Day on Dec. 1. This 
___ year’s events focused on universal access and human rights. 
i According to UNAIDS, an estimated 33 million people are living with HIV. In regions 
outside of sub-Saharan Africa, it is most common among people on the margins of 
society, and can be the source of social stigma if it is associated with deviant behaviour, 
immorality, lack of faith in God or divine punishment for sex-related sins. 
“The most vulnerable to HIV are people who need our care,and our support,and people 


The World Religions Summit will take 
place from June 21 to 23. See faithchallen- 
geg8.com for more information. —C.P. 


Free Websites Up and Rolling 
THE first batch of free websites created by 
the Communications office are now in use 
by half a dozen congregations and mini- 
stries in the Presbyterian church. 

The websites, which use WordPress, can 
be updated with little or no knowledge of 
website coding languages. The office has also 
created video tutorials aimed at helping new 
users understand and update their pages. 

“A website is a way for churches to tell 
their stories,” said Colin Carmichael, asso- 
ciate secretary of Communications. “The 
only thing it costs is time, and the cost of 
not having a website is a lot higher than the 
time it takes to keep one up-to-date. These 
days, if you don't have a website, you don't 
exist for people looking for a church.” 

To find out more, see pccweb.ca. —C.P. 


Native Issues Supporter Dies 
GLORIA Wasacase, 74, a longtime member 
of the Women’s Missionary Society and a 
supporter of work with aboriginal people, 
died suddenly on Oct. 13. 

Wasacase worked for many years with first 


infected with HIV continue to need 
our support now more than ever,” . 
said Karen Plater, the Presbyterian 
Church's representative to the HIV/ 
AIDS committee of the Ecumenical 
Advocacy Alliance. “Continuing to 
care for people infected and affec- 
ted by HIV is a testament to the 
love of Christ, who cared for people 
who were outcast, marginalized 
and vulnerable.” —C.P. 
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nations communities in Kenora, Ont.,and was 
a teacher at Cecilia Jeffrey Residential School. 
She was acutely concerned about justice for 
Canada's indigenous peoples. 

“| knew Gloria to have a great desire for the 
people of our church to grow in their under- 
standing and knowledge of indigenous peo- 
ples and issues, peoples she clearly had deve- 


loped a great love for,” said Lori Ransom, the — 


church’s healing and reconciliation animator. 

Wasacase was a member of Central, 
Brantford, Ont. She served on the Assem- 
bly Council from 2004 to 2007, and on the 
Healing and Reconciliation Design team in 
2005—the team responsible for creating 
the church's national healing and reconci- 
liation program. 

“In spite of the negative images circulated 
about the residential schools, Gloria remin- 
ded everyone of the positive outcomes for 
many aboriginal students,” said Lew Ford, 
convener of the design team.“Who she was 
and what she stood for will be a notable part 
of the history of our denomination.” —A.M. 


Church Offers Free 

Music Lessons 

“WE KNOW there's a cycle of poverty, and 
to break the cycle of poverty education is 
key,” said Rev. Thomas Kim, minister at Uni- 
versity, Toronto. 

Free music lessons for children and youth 
in Toronto's Jane and Finch corridor are the 
newest addition to the church's educational 
programs. In the fall term, 22 children took 
part in two violin classes; piano and trumpet 
classes were accepting applications. Instru- 
ment “rentals” are provided free of charge. 

The classes are the newest facet of the 
church’s Reaching Up ministry, which 
began as an after school homework club 
for grades four to eight and a tutoring pro- 
gram for high school students. This fall, 22 
students were registered in the homework 
section. 

The Jane and Finch area is home to many 
single parent, low income, or recent immi- 
grant families. 

No major promotion was necessary, said 
Kim. Students found out about the program 
through word of mouth and local schools, 
with many teachers recommending it to 
their students. —CP. @ 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


Christian Communit 


A month in China ends. BY DAVID PHILLIPS 


PART THREE 

WE ARE COMING to the end of our 
teaching. Today (July 30) is the last day 
of classes with the closing ceremony 
tomorrow morning and then a party at 
the school that Jane, Sonia and I will 
host for all of our teachers. 

The weather is cooler and, the 
last couple of days, wetter. We have 
umbrellas so we can keep fairly dry; 
the real problem is you have to be extra 
careful crossing the street. 

Last Saturday, our liaison, Mr. Ni took 
us to the Egret Island International Echo 
Park, about two and a half hours from 


| have always found the Chinese 
very gracious and warm to us 
foreigners. It is no exception here 


here. It is truly beautiful with a big lake 
and walkways and a lookout building 
where you can see hundreds of white 
egrets. There is a building development 
along the lake that is very nice. After 
lunch we went to the hot springs. 
Sunday morning we headed to 
church. As you enter, there are a 
number of people selling on the street. 
There is everything from food to shoes. 
They know there will be well over 1,500 
people coming to the service. Following 
the service there are a number of poor 
people outside begging for money. 
Before worship, there is a time to prac- 
tice the hymns for the day. The service 
itself has some hymns I did not know. 
However, they have Holy, Holy, Holy 
and the Lord’s Prayer and the Apostle’s 
Creed. During the service, we had many 
people offer us hymn books and Bibles. 
They were in Chinese but it shows the 
universality of the Christian commu- 
nity to reach out to the stranger. The 
pastor provided us with a Chinese- 
English hymn book and Bible. During 
the service one of the pastors sat with 


us and explained the service. Although 
I did not understand the Chinese, | 
did feel that it was a great experience 
to worship with so many people who 
have a real Christian commitment. 
Following the service we met the 
pastor and a couple of the elders who 
were organizing baptismal certificates. 
I found the Chinese very gracious 
and warm to us foreigners. People from 
all walks of life acknowledge us and say 
greetings to us. It is nice to be so far 
from home but still see warm smiles. 
As part of this new Amity program, 
we are asking our teacher-students to be 
more involved in the classes. Last week, 
each student prepared a short lesson to 
deliver to their classmates. It was great. 
This week, today, each student working 
with a couple of others prepared a full 
lesson of 30-40 minutes. It was a great 
ending to the classes. In China, it is 
important to note that they have large 
classes of 40-75 people with 45-minute 


Letter from China news 


periods. There is a great deal of concern 
about this matter and work is being 
done at various levels to lessen the 
load. Overall, the teachers we worked 
with have been extremely professional 
and willing to work together in learning 
from us and teaching us as well. 

It has been another wonderful expe- 
rience with just one day to go. 

Good-bye for now from Ma’anshan, 
China. @ 


David Phillips is the Vine’s volunteer coor- 
dinator at national offices. 
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“Today, Wadi Rum it is a nature reserve and home 
to some 5,000 Bedouin, or nomadic peoples, 
many who trace their lineage back to the family 


of the Prophet Muhammad ...” 
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2 news World News in Brief 


Smithsonian Opens 
Evolution Hall 


ENI/RNS—The Smithsonian’s National Mu- 
seum of Natural History in Washington, D.C. 
will open a new permanent exhibit on the 
“discovery and understanding of human 
origins” in March to bridge the gap betwe- 
en religion and science. 

Jim Miller, co-chairperson of the com- 
mittee and an official with the Presbyterian 
Association on Science, Technology and the 
Christian Faith, hopes the exhibit will pro- 
vide an opportunity “for sound scientific 
discovery to enrich religious experience.” 

The exhibition will include an inter- 
active human family tree illustrating 6 mil- 
lion years of evolutionary evidence, and an 
area that addresses climate change and the 
impact of human beings on the earth. 


Canadian Muslim Group 
Calls for Burqa Ban 


ENI—A Muslim group that opposes the 
maintenance in Canada of Shariah, part of 
Islamic law, is calling on the federal gover- 
nment to ban the wearing of the burqa in 
public, saying it “marginalises women.” 

In addition to the burqa, a shroud that 
covers the entire body with only a mesh 
screen for the eyes, the Muslim Canadian 
Congress is also calling for a ban on the ni- 
qab, a head and face covering that allows 
only a slit for the eyes. 

“In Canada we recognise the equality of 
men and women,” said Farzana Hassan, a 
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spokesperson for the MCC.“We want to re- 
cognise gender equality as an absolute. The 
burqa marginalises women.” 

The issue is also one of public safety said 
Hassan, noting that,“To cover your face is to 
conceal your identity.” 

The Canadian Islamic Congress me- 
anwhile, argued that the right to wear the 
garments is protected by Canada’s Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms. 


Church of Scotland 
Calls for Anti-Poverty Fight 


ENI—Prospects for children and the 
world’s poor hinge upon the success of 
the fight against poverty, a leader of the 
Church of Scotland has told British Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown in a letter calling 
on him to show “real leadership” in the 
anti-poverty fight. 

“The potential of too many young peo- 
ple is destroyed simply because of the 
poverty in which they grow up,” said Rev. 
lan Galloway, convenor of the church and 
society council of the Church of Scotland, in 
his letter to Brown. 


Jesus Would Have ‘Tweeted’ 


ENI—An unusual Bible was presented at the 
Frankfurt Book Fair in which the scriptures 
have been compiled in the form of almost 
4,000 short messages in Twitter format. 

The German-language book, with the 
title, And God decided to Chill, is the result 
of a record-breaking attempt to “tweet” the 
whole of the Bible in 10 days. It began in 
May at the German Protestant Kirchentag, 
or church convention, in Bremen. 

The free online Twitter service is an Inter- 
net application. Registered users write via 
computers or mobile phones using short 
messages—or “tweets’—of up to 140 cha- 
racters that can be received worldwide. 

Melanie Huber, the director of the Ger- 
man Protestant Web portal, evangelisch. 
de, which launched the action, noted that 
Jesus is recorded as saying, “What | say to 
you in the dark, tell in the light; and what 
you hear whispered, proclaim from the 
housetops” (Matthew 10:27). 

“For us that means that Jesus would pro- 
bably have tweeted,” said Huber. 


Pope Makes it Easier 
for Anglicans to Convert 


Reuters—Pope Benedict took a major step 
in October to make it easier for disaffected 
Anglicans who feel their church has become 
too liberal to convert to Roman Catholicism. 

The move comes after years of discontent 
in some sectors of the 77-million-strong 
Anglican community over the ordination of 
women priests and homosexual bishops. 

The Pope has approved an “Apostolic 
Constitution” to accept Anglicans who 
want to join Catholicism while maintaining 
some of their own traditions. 

The new structure allows for the ap- 
pointment of leaders, usually bishops, 
who will come from the ranks of unmar- 
ried former Anglican priests, to oversee 
communities of former Anglicans who 
have become Catholics and recognise the 
Pope as their leader. 

The new regulations continue the prac- 
tice of allowing a married Anglican priest 
who converts to remain married. 


Tree Planting Marks 
Reformation 


WARC—Twenty years ago, Christians in the 
former East Germany gathered in Witten- 
berg to celebrate Reformation Day at the 
church where on Oct.31,1517,Martin Luther 
is said to have nailed his list of demands for 
reformation of the Roman Catholic Church. 
Ten days after the gathering, the Berlin Wall 
fell, and a new era of reform began. 

This year, the celebrations in Wittenberg fe- 
atured a ceremony at which representatives 
of different branches of Christianity planted 
a tree in Luther's Garden. The event signals 
the beginning of a decade of activities which 
will culminate in 2017 with celebration of the 
500th anniversary of Luther’s historic act. 

The idea of the garden was inspired by 
words attributed to Martin Luther:“Even if | 
knew that the world would end tomorrow, | 
would still plant an apple tree today.” 

Churches around the world are invited 
to plant a tree in their communities as a 
symbol of the influence of the Reformation 
and as a sign of reconciliation and inter- 
connectedness among the branches of 
Christianity. @ 
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FAIZ PORTRAIT BY WESLEY BATES/THREEINABOX.COM 


Pop Christianity 9 


Spiritual Awakenings 


IS THERE ANYTHING SCARIER? BY ANDREW FAIZ 


HERE’S ONE OF MY 
FAVOURITE STORIES. 


It appeared in the March 2008S Record in 
an article on Crieff Hills Community, 
a retreat centre north of Toronto: “A 
professor at a Christian college ... was 
curious [about retreats]. The weekend 
challenged him to the very core of his 
being. ... ‘How could I have been so 
wrong?’ he asked, and ‘What am | going 
to tell my wife and my colleagues?’” 

That last line cuts into me—I 
can imagine him sitting down with 
his family: “So, I had this spiritual 
awakening and, well, our life and the 
way we’ve approached everything is 
all wrong ...” There goes the marriage 
and with that some friends and family; 
there goes the job and with it financial 
security. And all because the poor man 
had a spiritual awakening. Once you’ve 
been there, you can’t go back. And 
suddenly in the eyes of your comfortable 
world, you're a crazy person. 

Spiritual awakenings are killers; 
and, they happen all the time. Perhaps 
that’s why, on a very deep level of our 
psyche we know to avoid them. We 
layer ourselves with self-justifications, 
with (in my case) intellectualism, 
with (in the case of many churches) 
bureaucracy. We avoid the stuff that can 
ignite a fire in us. You might remember 
our May issue this year which carried 


a survey of the Presbyterian Church 
by its members which showed we are 
not big on reading the Bible, prayer or 
evangelism in general. Perhaps we’re 
afraid of spiritual awakenings. 

Putting a magazine together every 
month is an organic process: some 
articles take years to percolate, others 
just sorta kinda land in our laps. The 
cover story in the April issue came 
out of a presbytery’s effort to redefine 
what it means to be a leader. It was a 
powerful and emotional process; and 
presented a new way of thinking. The 
next month was the national survey 
with a harrowing portrait of the 
Canadian Presbyterian Church. Earlier 
in the year we had a story about the 
hard work done by chaplains; and 
then a story on clergy depression. In 
the fall, an article ostensibly on rural 
ministry, which challenged the whole 
church to rethink its polity. In case 
you've forgotten, here’s the challenge: 
“T can find no clear warrant in scripture 
for the practice of ordination to Word 
and Sacrament as we now practice it.” 

Amongst other articles over the 
year, we had two of our leading 
teachers present a_ series called 
Theology 101. Along the way we had 
other theological articles as well—on 
how to read the Bible (deeply, carefully, 
widely), on communion, on the 
sermon, on looking at Judeo-Christian 
icons from a Muslim perspective. 

I wish I could claim the editorial 
team designed and planned all these 
ahead of time. But, I know, it is 
serendipitous. For example, in the 
October issue four people—David 
Webber, Calvin Brown, Roland DeVries, 
Liz Stark—wrote on similar themes in 
four different ways. I wish I could claim 
credit for the happy accident. And, in 


| SEE AN 
INSTITUTION, 
A BODY 

OF BELIEVERS, 
INCHING 
TOWARDS 

A SPIRITUAL 
AWAKENING 


this organic mixture of articles, I see a 
portrait of this Presbyterian Church. 

I see a body of believers, inching 
towards a_ spiritual awakening. 
Trepidatiously, of course. I can glimpse 
it clearly in stories of local churches 
and their community efforts. One of 
my favourite stories was in March, of St. 
Andrew’s, Duncan, B.C., which turned 
an expanse of grass into a community 
garden. They called it Redemption 
Gardens, a name that resonates on so 
many levels. 

The congregation calls itself fearless, 
and you have to be to get your hands 
dirty with community. One deed 
morphs into another and the good folks 
at St. A’s, Duncan, find themselves with 
a preschool program, an internet café, 
and free trade initiatives. This is what 
happens with spiritual awakenings; you 
start doing church instead of merely 
being at church. And suddenly, before 
you know it, you’re an evangelist, 
because you allowed a person with few 
resources to grow her own tomatoes. 

And that tomato is a direct 
by-product of a baby born in a manger 
2,000 years ago! Put that way, | fear a 
spiritual awakening coming. @ 
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™ Focus Architecture 


hen you think that 

our approach to 

worship has shifted, 
our approach to education has shifted, even our under- 
standing of mission has shifted; and yet, there is a wall— 
literally—when it comes to our buildings,” said Rev. Lynne 
Donovan, minister at St. Andrew’s, Picton, Ont. “The bricks 
and mortar get in the way.” 

Donovan’s congregation of about 80 households is get- 
ting ready to make a decision about its building. A $70,000 
renewal and renovation proposal—made possible thanks to 
a bequest—is part of St. Andrew’s overall vision of church 
renewal. Remodelling the sanctuary to reflect that vision is 
critical to its success. The updated space will support not 
only the worshipping community, but also the congrega- 
tion’s vision to connect with the surrounding community, 
all the while reducing the congregation’s carbon footprint. 
Adding skylights to let in more natural light, extending 
the chancel to create a performance space, and replacing 
the pews with chairs so the space is completely flexible, 
are among the major elements in the proposal, which the 
congregation will discuss after Christmas. 

If the congregation decides to go ahead with the plans, 
Donovan—who, although excited and optimistic, real- 
izes that people often have strong emotional ties to their 
buildings that can hamper change—hopes the work will be 
completed by next summer. 

“Our architecture and pews limit us, so we want those 
limits gone,” said Donovan. “The sanctuary speaks vol- 
umes about who we are and where we're going. 

“T think that paint, light, architecture and pews will be 
one of the conversations at the heart of whether or not 
churches go forward or move into oblivion. They’re symbols 
of the kind of people we’re prepared to be.” 

Rev. Dr. Ralph Kendall, the former general manager of 
the Presbyterian Church Building Corporation, has writ- 
ten a guide on church renovations. He recalls a visit to a 
church in Montreal. “Outside, the neighbourhood was full 
of children from the Caribbean. It was an active area, with 
lots of life. When I went inside, the people I was meeting 
with said they were having trouble attracting students for 
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the highland dancing classes they were holding. 

“You have to find out who is in your congregation. 
What is your purpose? What programs does the church 
have that allows it to have the full use of the facility? What 
the final result will be flows directly from knowing why 
you're there. For example, would you build a large gymna- 
sium for young people when there are few families in the 
congregation or in the surrounding neighbourhood?” 

Riverdale, Toronto, for example, saw what was happen- 
ing to the churches around it, and decided to take on a 
major renovation by converting the sanctuary into con- 
dominiums. The church’s basement became the condo’s 
parking garage and the former church hall is now the 
sanctuary. 

That incident to Kendall shows that in looking around 
at the neighbourhood where they live, congregations start 
“thinking outside the box” that is their physical plant. 
There’s more to a church than a building. 

While the national church has few resources for con- 
gregations looking to remodel, the Presbyterian Church 
Building Corporation—which operates independently 
from the national church—can provide some guidance. 
The corporation exists to provide financial assistance to 
build a new church, or repair or expand an existing one. 
Loans are guaranteed through a funding arrangement with 
the Royal Bank of Canada. 

Each application must include a land and _ building 
appraisal, a land survey, environmental assessment, and 
financial statements. The application then goes to the cor- 
poration’s executive committee for approval. 

The corporation also works with the committee on 
church architecture to assist congregations in navigating 
through the myriad of architectural details that arise when 
a construction project is undertaken. 

Committee members include architects who are conver- 
sant with building codes and the language that planning 
departments use, and they have experience in building not 
only churches but other buildings as well. All plans are 
supposed to come before the committee to receive guid- 
ance and advice, and project applications go to the com- 
mittee for approval. 
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Architect Walter Moffat, of the firm Black & Moffat in 
Toronto, is the committee chair. He was the architect on a 
multimillion-dollar atrium project at St. Paul’s Anglican on 
Bloor Street, Toronto. 

“This church had extensive buildings and property but 
nothing was connected,” said Moffat. “For example, to get 
from the sanctuary to the hall for coffee hour, you had 
to go up and down steps and outside. It was becoming a 
struggle to attract people to the church and it was because 
of the building. But now, everything is connected and the 
church has a future.” 

Moffat said there are several things a congregation must 
consider before beginning a renovation project. First, they 
must devise a building program that is “flexible, accessible, 
functional and secure,” as well as welcoming. 

“They should have a realistic vision and fit the scope to 
the budget, but with respect for some ambitious thinking,” 
continued Moffat, “and hire an architect who designs well; 


not simply someone who has done lots of church work.” 

lon Grumeza, an American church restoration planner, 
took his experiences in this field and wrote This Old Church: 
The Indispensable Guide for Restoring Church Buildings. It’s a 
small book packing heaps of wisdom on everything from 
the planning process to hiring contractors to the factors 
that will make or break any of these projects—the make-up 
of the building committee, the personalities this type of 
project will attract, and how to manage them. 

Such resources are certainly needed, as when a project 
isn’t considered realistically before work is begun, things 
can derail quickly. St. Paul’s, Glace Bay, N.S., first started 
discussing the future of its building back in 1984. Accord- 
ing to the church’s Wikipedia page, “concerns about struc- 
tural integrity, repair costs, and functionality were raised 
as the congregation struggled with the choice of trying to 
correct the problems in the existing structure or move to 
a new building.” In 1991, they decided to start anew. > 


December 2009 | Presbyterian Record 2 | 


© rocus Architecture 


oe rena ES 


MOE 


A“Burst of Passion” 
WATERLOO CHURCH MAKES BOLD MOVE TO TEAR DOWN BUILDIN 


BY CONNIE PURVIS 


FACED WITH THE CHOICE of upgra- 
ding their 1920s church or starting from 
scratch with a brand new building, the 
members of Knox in Waterloo, Ont., took 
a radical leap of faith. 

“There was an overwhelming burst of 
passion,” recalled Rev. Linda Ashfield, co- 
minister at Knox. It was like Pentecost. | 
was shocked.” 

At a meeting on Feb. 10, 2008, mem- 
bers voted 230 to 17 to demolish their 
old building and build a new $7-million- 
church onthe same site. 

“It's the older folks who have been 
leading the way absolutely. A lot of the 
young people said it would be sad to 
lose such a pretty church—by which 
they meant the sanctuary—but the 
older folks just said, ‘For heaven's sake 
get over it. This has been my church my 
whole life. It’s just a building,” 

The site is at the heart of uptown 
Waterloo, close to two universities, seve- 
ral condo developments, and four buil- 
dings that received architectural awards 
from the Governor General. The church 
has refused two $3-million offers to buy 
the land. 

“From the beginning we knew God 
had planted us on a very interesting 
piece of Waterloo. The church felt very 
strongly about the uptown core and the 
idea of creating a building right outside 
of the University of Waterloo’s new the- 
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A prominent Toronto architect ee 
firm drafted the plans for a “simpl 
modern’ building that would fit in th 
current church's parking lot. Fund g 
come entirely from the church’s ad 
rents, with $2.3 million raised sO 
since shovels hit the ground in 
ber, the church has been plannir : 
expand its campaign and look for hel 
from the community. 

Following a year of construction, t old | 
church will be demolished to make ro 
for a new parking lot. The organ, pe 
some stained glass and other pieces 
be refurbished for the new building. 

The dream has taken a decade 
come to fruition. It began at a sessio 
retreat where elders realized their bui 
ding—with its abundance of stair: 
was the church's biggest barrie 
growth. After a deal to purchase 1 
acres of land from the city fell thr g 
at the last minute, dashin 
for a new building, the churc 
doubts. But they realized they alr 
had the land needed mak 
dreamareality, 

“We're not just saying a 
cute little place out there,” Ashfield 
“The church is in the middle 
For more information and pictu é 
see knoxwaterloo.ca 


“Don’t lose your 
identity in the project. 
You are a people 

of God, together 
with Christ. 

This is our identity; 
not a debt, 

or a building, 

or a new bell tower” 


An architect was hired, and two 
years later, construction began. 

But due to construction prob- 
lems and financial issues, expenses 
quickly surpassed the budget and 
before long, a $1.1-million debt was 
incurred. The congregation was given 
permission by General Assembly to 
canvass the Presbyterian Church for 
funds, and over a half million dol- 
lars was raised. St. Paul’s, in turn, 
paid $600,000 towards its loan, and 
in 2005, the debt was paid in full. 

Since then however, work has 
had to be done on the roof due to 
flawed building plans, and the sanc- 
tuary is still incomplete. Despite so 
many challenges, Rev. Mike Hender- 
son remains optimistic. 

“Nothing is impossible with God. 
The situation here seemed hopeless, 
but God worked through the congre- 
gation, through Presbyterians across 
the country and through members 
of our community of all denomina- 
tions to make the impossible a real- 
ity,” he said. 

Henderson has learned a valu- 
able lesson through the ordeal—and 
thinks other churches can learn from 
it as well. “Don’t lose your identity 
in the project,” he said. “You are a 
people of God, together with Christ. 
This is our identity; not a debt, or a 
building, or a new bell tower.” @ 


Carol Dobson is a freelance writer 
based in Halifax. Amy MacLachlan is 
the Record’s senior writer. 
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Christmas Art sPecia (i 


Christmas 
Cover Art 
Contest 


THE RECORD'S FOURTH ANNUAL 
CONTEST ELICITS GREAT WORK. 


JOHN SANKAR, REXDALE, TORONTO 


very autumn, the editorial team 

waits with anticipation—not 

unlike a child waiting for Christ- 
mas morning—to receive your works of 
art depicting the Christmas story, and 
then to see the magazine illustrated 
with these drawings. This year certainly 
didn’t disappoint. Many new artists 
sent in their work, as did several annual 
contributors. We also had more (seem- 
ingly) seasoned artists, many taking a 
more abstract approach to their task. As 
always, choosing a winner was difficult, 
and it was Alan Wybrow from Strat- 
ford, Ont., who made it onto our cover. 
Thank you to everyone for once again Pe 
making the contest such a success! @ 


KAMRYN KNAPTON, 
THUNDER BAY, ONT. 


SARAH FRASER, 9, THUNDER BAY, ONT. 
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MAGGIE, 7, PAISLEY, ONT. 
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A THEOLOGY OF PREACHING. BY DAVID CLARK 


Paraclesis: 
PREACHING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 


AMID THE RICH and varied language used in the New Testa- 
ment to describe the act of preaching, two of the most strik- 
ing words are paraklesis and parakaleo, cognate words that 
share their root with one of the early names for the Holy 
Spirit: the Paraclete. In this article, I trace the varied mean- 
ings of paraklesis and parakaleo, exploring how this fertile 
New Testament language can provide us with a revelatory 
lens into the origin, reality and purpose of preaching. 


Paraclesis: 
ORIGIN OF PREACHING 


PREACHING ORIGINATES in the sovereign movement of God’s 
spirit, the Paraclete. Preaching, properly understood, can 
never emerge without the inspiration—or, inSpiration—of 
God. I understand God’s Spirit to be essential in enabling 
at least two transitional and transformational events in the 
preaching process. 

First, the illuminating Spirit enables the preacher to 
faithfully interpret the biblical text, thereby transforming 
an ancient document into a living word capable of yielding 
a sermon for God’s people today. This is why the process of 
preparing to preach must proceed prayerfully, as the preacher 
asks that God’s Spirit would, as it were, induce the delivery 
of the very word which God knows His people need at this 
present time. Accordingly, as I prepare a sermon, I pray peti- 
tions such as, “Guide me, O Lord, to write the sermon that 
will encourage and edify your people.” Indeed, | am most 
fully aware of my dependence on the Spirit’s guidance when, 
in the course of pulpit supply, I am required to prepare an 
entire service—including prayers and sermon—for a congre- 
gation whom | have never met. When, after preaching, the 
congregation has somehow been touched by the word, I am 
humbled to know that God’s Spirit had worked to guide me 
during the preceding week of preparation. 

Second, God's Spirit enables a series of words spoken by 
the preacher to bear the word of God, thereby effecting the 
transformation of the sermon text from typewritten manu- 


script to vehicle of the living word. In her essay simply enti- 
tled “Preaching,” Episcopalian priest and professor Barbara 
Brown Taylor recalls delivering a sermon at the funeral of a 
young girl, where she “stood plucking the words out of thin 
air as they appeared before [her] eyes.” Still, she reflects, 
these words “worked” because “God [had] consented to be 
present in them.” However, when she later read a transcript 
of what she had preached, she felt that the text “had been 
written in disappearing ink.” Taylor observes, “There was 
nothing there but a jumble of phrases and images, trailing 
off at the end into awkward silence. While the Holy Spirit 
was in them, they lived. Afterward, they were no more than 
empty boxes, lying where the wind had left them.” 

At the same time, this movement of God’s Spirit to 
breathe the divine word into a sermon text shows God’s 
gracious accommodation to overcome the weaknesses pres- 
ent in the preacher and congregation. Taylor writes: “...even 
our incompetence cannot shut God out for long. The living 
word of God is more able than we are. If we will remain 
with it, it will heal us, because God is in it.” In this sense, 
the “prayer for illumination” acknowledges our dependence 
on God’s Spirit to enable the hearing of His word amid the 
human words of preaching. When Gregory Jones, dean of 
Duke Divinity School, preached last year at the Church of St. 
Andrew and St. Paul, Montreal, his prayer for illumination 
aptly expressed the sovereignty and necessity of God’s Spirit 
in the preaching event. Jones prayed, “O God, descend Your 
Holy Spirit upon us gathered here: speak through me, if nec- 
essary in spite of me, and always beyond me, that Your word 
might be heard by Your people this day. In the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” This 
prayer rightly places the preacher as an instrument within 
God’s broader purpose of graciously conveying His living 
word to His faithful people. 


Paraclesis: 
REALITY OF PREACHING 


THE NECESSITY of the prayer for illumination, however, 
implies that though the sovereign movement of God’s Spirit 
is an indispensable component of Christian preaching, >» 
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the Spirit’s action accommodates rather than annuls human 
agency. This characteristic of the preaching event intro- 
duces my second point, tracing how paraclesis sheds light 
on the reality of preaching. In the prayer for illumination 
we pray that a sermon may become a word of the Spirit’s 
own creation, yet the preacher is not thereby transformed 
into a divine puppet or mouthpiece. A preacher does not, of 
course, function as God’s dictaphone. Rather, the preacher 
participates in an incarnational event, as the Spirit of God 
knits His word in and 
through the flawed series 
of words spoken from 


the pulpit. 
I understand _ this 
incarnational —_ process 


as paraclesis because it 
was the essential agency 
of the Paraclete that 
effected the incarna- 
tion of Christ, who was 
“conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Vir- 
gin Mary.” In a discus- 
sion of the Incarnation 
that might also serve helpfully to describe the incarnational 
reality of preaching, theologian Colin Gunton addresses the 
centrality and necessity of the Paraclete to make what he 
calls “the logic of God” comprehensible. “In Jesus of Naza- 
reth,” writes Gunton, “as He had done with Israel, God lays 
out His own logic within the frame of ours, and by His Spirit 
enables us to understand it, according to His and our limits. 
The reference to the Spirit is crucial, for everything happens 
only by the Spirit’s action and is made understandable only 
by his gift. If we are to understand what is going on first 
with Jesus and then with the human response to him, the 
central place of the Spirit cannot be ignored” (The Christian 
Faith: An Introduction to Christian Doctrine). 

As in the Incarnation, so too in preaching, the sov- 
ereign and gracious initiative of God’s Spirit infuses the 
saving divinity of God’s word into the frailty and folly of 
human existence. Though it may sometimes seem difficult 
to believe, God Himself is present in human preaching, 
thus making a sermon an incarnational creature of grace 
that is, like Christ, “conceived by the Holy Ghost.” 


Paraclesis: 
PURPOSE OF PREACHING 


WE MAY FIND guidance also for the purpose of preaching in 
the twofold meaning of paraclesis and its cognate verb para- 
caleo. The verb means “to comfort, encourage, cheer up,” but 
also “to urge, exhort, implore urgently.” Paraclesis is “com- 
fort, consolation,” yet also “exhortation.” These seemingly 


26 Presbyterian Record 


As I understand it, both the comfort and 
challenge of preaching derive directly 
from the message of the gospel 


contradictory meanings capture the essence of the purpose 
of preaching: to comfort and also to challenge God’s people 
by the proclamation of the good news of Jesus Christ. 

As I understand it, both the comfort and challenge 
of preaching derive directly from the message of the gos- 
pel. That is, preaching comforts the congregation by pro- 
claiming what God has already accomplished in Christ 
for our sake; and it challenges the congregation by clari- 
fying the call on our lives generated by that reality of 
God in Christ. Thus, 
I intentionally place 
these two purposes of 
preaching in this order 
(that is, “comfort and 
challenge” rather than 
“challenge and com- 
fort”), because I under- 
stand the challenge 
of the gospel to arise 
directly and _ specifi- 
cally from the comfort 
of the gospel. Accord- 
ingly, I believe that 
preaching which aims 
solely at challenge—to the exclusion of comfort—will fail 
for lack of evangelical grounding. 

However, in preaching that aims primarily at comfort, 
the challenge of the gospel arises more compellingly, and 
thus more fruitfully, for the comfort of the gospel fuels 
the believer’s desire to respond in grateful service. As suc- 
cinctly expressed in 1 John, “We love, because He first 
loved us,” the prior love of God generates the responsive 
love of God’s children. Indeed, it is for this reason that, 
though I hope my preaching consistently communi- 
cates both comfort and challenge, I prefer to weight my 
preaching more clearly toward the comfort of the gospel. 
Once, after preaching at Briarwood, Montreal, a member 
of the congregation told me, “Now I'll always remember 
that God will love me no matter what happens.” This was 
the most encouraging feedback that I had ever received 
after preaching and, though the congregant mentioned 
nothing of the call to Christian service that such divine 
love had laid on her life, I believe that the “exhorting” 
Paraclete can effectively take root in the fertile soil of the 
knowledge of God’s unshakable love. When the message 
of God’s love is clearly communicated by the preacher 
and willingly accepted by the congregant, the challenge 
of the gospel begins, by God’s grace, to tug at the believ- 
er’s heart. As Isaac Watts wrote in his well-loved hymn 
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross: “Love so amazing, so 
divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.” m 


Rev. David Clark graduated from Presbyterian College, Montreal 
this year, and is now minister at Calvin, North Bay, Ont. 
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1ST ADVENT SUNDAY 
LUKE 21:29-33 


Reflect: Prepare an open heart in this 
season of expectancy. 


Act: Begin collecting for food banks; 
unused eyeglasses, good used 
clothing, etc. 


ZND ADVENT SUNDAY 
WORLD AIDS DAY — LUKE 1:68-75 


Reflect on God's mercy and redemption 
in your life, 


Act: Pray for advances in the fight 
against HIV/AIDS. 


3RD ADVENT SUNDAY 
ISAIAH 12:2-6 


Reflect on all you have to be thankful for 
and say a prayer of thanksgiving. 


Act: Make a donation to a charity of your 
choice in thanksgiving. 


4TH ADVENT SUNDAY 
MICAH 5:2-5a 


Reflect on how animals and 
birds enhance our lives. 


Act: Donate your time, talent or 
a gift to an animal shelter. 


1ST SUNDAY Zt 
AFTER CHRISTMAS 


PSALM 148 


Reflect on the miracle 
of creation — humankind, 
animals, birds, bugs... 


Act: Prepare food and shelter 
for animals and birds. 


JEREMIAH 33:14-16 


Reflect on “the good old days,” when 
your faith was simpler, and compare 
it to now. 


Act: Discuss, especially with children, 
the family tree, referring to Jesus’ 
ancestry and lineage. 


LUKE 1:76-79 


Reflect: Think of the many ways 
God changes people's lives. 


Act: Make the season brighter 
by forgiving an old hurt; make 
amends for your actions. 
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ZEPHANIAH 3:17-20 


Reflect on the creative gifts 
and talents God has given you. 


Act: Enable others to use their gifts, 
i.e., drive children to dance or 
hockey practice. 


ae 


LUKE 1:46-55 


Reflect on Mary's acceptance and 
obedience to God's message. 


Act: What does God call you to do that 
you keep putting off? Do it now. 


1SAMUEL 2:18-20, 26 


Reflect on what gifts of time, talent 
and treasure you can give to God 
in the coming year. 


Act: Make a list of the things 
you might do. 


& 


PSALM 25:4-7 


Reflect: What does it mean to 
“walk in the Lord’s way?” 


Act: Do a good deed unexpectedly 
for someone today. 


LUKE 3:1-6 


Reflect: Ponder the single-mindedness of 
John the Baptist: to make “straight paths” 
for God. 


Act: Select a project in which your 
congregation can “straighten ways,” for 
example WMS—Bricks for Jobat. 


PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7 
Reflect on verse 7. 


Act: Decide on gifts 
that people 

really need not just 
“want.” 


PSALM 80:1-7 


Reflect on how God often makes 
everything right in your life. 


Act: Restore a relationship gone sour. 


COLOSSIANS 3:12-17 


Reflect: That abundant living means 
conservation of all resources. 


Act: Begin by putting a pitcher of water 
in the refrigerator to save running 
water until it is cold. 


PSALM 25: 8-10 
Reflect on God's f. 
to you and your 
through the year 
Act: Comb the ne 
for examples of f 
Make a poster fo 


PHILIPPIANS 1:. 


Reflect on Paul's t 
word joy.What d 
Act: Bring joy intc 
volunteer at a fo: 
neighbour's wall 
may know Christ 


LUKE 3:7-14 
Reflect on “Be sati. 
wages.” 

Act: Make a chanc¢ 
in your givings tc 
for the New Year. 


HEBREWS10:5-' 


Reflect on how lit 
you have to sacri 
balanced. 


Act: Give somethi 


Christmas that yi 
theatre tickets. 


LUKE 2:41-52 


Reflect on the wis 
your own childre 
in your congrege 


Act: Determine tc 
to all children in 


This calendar is designed to make people aware of conserving the environment 
so that all might live abundantly. Read and meditate upon each scripture, and 
thoughtfully carry out the activity or a similar one. Remember, life is about how 
you use what you have, not about how much you have. 


1 THESSALONIANS 3:11-13 


Reflect on family, friends, Christians 
who bring joy to you. 


LUKE 21:34-36 
Reflect: Pray about what you can do each 
: day to prepare for the Lord’s coming. 

vers this week 
s and justice. 
church. 


Act: Bring some joy to someone's 
life today with a message, a gift, 
or do something they need done. 


Act: Help younger children understand 
what it means to “be ready,” for 
example, for Christmas. 


ali 


MALACHI 3:1-4 


Reflect: Pray for strength to do 
God's will for you. 


| 
tanding of the 


y mean to you? 


PHILIPPIANS 1:9-10 


Reflect: Discuss what righteousness 
means when it comes through Christ. 


20ne's life— Act: Take a stand on a current issue: 
nk; clear a Act: Make a commitment to show your at home, locally or nationally. 
\that others love for those nearest and dearest to Look into agencies such as 


Action Réfugiés Montréal. 


you in the coming days. 
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LUKE 3:15-18 ZEPHANIAH 3:14-16 


vith your Reflect on what the Holy Vay, Reflect on how God is with you 
Spirit means to you. i, especially in difficult times. 
ithe better Act: Pray for those of other Act: Plan a gift for someone 
shurch faiths that Christmas may “just because,” for example the 


touch their hearts. custodian of the church. 


ZS 


Bow much 
» keep your life 


CHRISTMAS 


LUKE 2:1-14 


Reflect on God's great gift as you read 


ISAIAH 9:2-7 
Reflect on the wonder and the 
mystery of the first Christmas Eve. 


Act: Pray for all those who walk in 
darkness tonight that God's light 
will shine through. 


a ae 


Reflect on the coming week of 
Epiphany and the wondrous light 
that has come into the world. 


oe this 
lly enjoy, i.e., 


Act: Peace begins with you and me. 
What will you do to bring peace to 
your world? 


JANUARY 2010 


PSALM 72:10-14 
Reflect: “What can | give 
him ... give my heart.” 


Act: Make a plan to spend more time 
in prayer and study this year. 


Act: Preserving light is environmentally 
sound. Use rechargeable 
hybrid batteries. 


the scripture slowly. Feel it bring peace. 


Reflect: Hymn—All Earth Is Waiting 
(#109): “All earth is waiting to 

see the Promised One, and open 
furrows await the seed of God.” 


Act: Plant seeds of action for the 
New Year. Adopt a PWS&D project 


gle 


Reflect: Hymn—On Jordan's 
Bank (#115):"Prepare 

we in our hearts a home 
where such a mighty 
guest may come.” 


Act: |f you are musical, sing the above 
hymn or play some Christmas music. 
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Reflect: Hymn—Joy to 
the World (#134): 
“He comes to make his 


blessings flow.” 


Act: What one thing can you do 
to make your life a blessing? 


TITUS 2:11-14 
Reflect Hymn—Christians Awake 


(#126):“Oh may we keep and ponder 
in our mind God’s wondrous love in 
saving humankind.” 

Act: Clear away superficial and unneces- 
sary material from your mind and life. 


EPHESIANS 3:1-12 


Reflect: Matthew 28:19:"Go 
therefore and make disciples 
of all nations...” 


Act: What will you do this year 
to bring others to Christ? 


Keep your friends and relatives in touch with their faith 
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HE SWEET SMELL OF A POT OF COFFEE HEATING 

on the wood-fire stove and the distinctive 

clicks and clacks of the indigenous Quiché 
language fill the room of a humble home in a town 
perched on the majestic mountains of Guatemala. A 
group of 20 women has come together for their regu- 
lar meeting to speak about their community and how 
they would like to change it for the better. 

Presbyterian World Service & Development sup- 
ports over 30 such groups of indigenous Maya women 
as they work to overcome a long history of civil war, and 
an even longer history of discrimination and poverty. 

With 90% of Maya women illiterate and most un- 
able to access land, they are often dependent on men 
to provide food and income for the family. Work- 
ing through the Fraternidad of Maya Presbyterials, 
PWS&D is supporting the groups with skills training, 
a health and nutrition program, and providing loans 
for small businesses. New options for women and 
families are emerging. 

“We are so thankful for the help,” says Rosa, the 
president of a women’s group. “All the women can 
improve their lives. Our minds are awakening.” 

The women’s community groups provide open, 
nurturing environments for women to learn new 
skills, share experiences, learn about human rights 
and start small businesses. 


The women are keen to learn. They have had little 
opportunity for formal education in their lives, so the 
groups are a welcome change. “This learning is so im- 
portant,” says Ester, an enthusiastic member of one 
of the groups. With other women in her community, 
Ester was trained in embroidery. A modest loan al- 
lowed them to start a small business selling clothing 
at the market. The new money has provided a valu- 
able source of income, while also giving the women 
more confidence in their abilities. “The funds are 
helping my whole family.” 

As the women receive training in literacy and busi- 
ness skills, and increase their household incomes, 
they are able to exceed the expectations of men and 
slowly begin to break years of gender discrimination. 

“This is about justice,” says Isabelle. “We’re all 
equals in the eyes of God. We’re working together in 
our development.” She explains that the women en- 
courage one another and are learning how to express 
themselves effectively and with confidence. The wom- 
en also share the new values they’ve been taught with 
their husbands in order to work together to change at- 
titudes and behaviours. 


A Focus on Agriculture 
While many women in the area are not landowners, 
they often tend small plots ofland around their homes. 
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The PWS&D program with the Fraternidad is helping the women di- 
versify their crops to include vegetables and fruit trees. Women are 
now growing broccoli, beets, cauliflower and spinach, and incorpo- 
rating composting practices for fertilizer. The agricultural training 
helps the women save money and make the most of local resources. 

Part of the agricultural skills training includes teaching how to 
make home-grown, untreated insect repellents for their crops. This 
‘bio-protector’ uses local, affordable resources and reduces the de- 
pendence on expensive and often hazardous chemicals. Communi- 
ties are also taught how to use composted kitchen scraps as an all- 
natural spray that is free of cost and safe for farmers. 


Health and Nutrition 
Struggling against malnutrition in the area, a focus on improving 
a family’s nutrition is having a dramatic impact on communities. 
Under the supervision of The Presbyterian Church in Canada mis- 
sion staff, Denise Van Wissen, the program is changing the eating 
habits of families for a more diversified, nutritious diet. 

Healthier communities also help to reduce 
dependence on hospitals and clinics. Since many 
people living in remote areas are unable to ac- 
cess health care facilities easily, improving nutri- 
tion while also teaching basic health care is help- 
ing create less vulnerable communities. Natural 
medicines using readily available materials helps 


NAME: 


by impoverished communities in Guatemala and support the life changing 
work of the Fraternidad through your support of PWS&D. To make a 
donation, please use the clip-away on this newsletter, call 1-800-619-7301 
ext. 291 or visit www.presbyterian.ca/donate/pwsd. 


Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: $ 


Families are changing in 
Guatemala as a focus on 
women is helping bring 
gender equality, create 
new opportunities 

and allow women to 
demonstrate what 

they are capable of 
achieving. 


prevent people from having to travel long distances and pay alot o 
money to get to a hospital. 

The PWS&D-supported work in Guatemala is a multi-faceted, 
holistic program that is making positive changes for marginalized 
people. Through support for women, small businesses, agricultural 
and nutritional training, the chains of poverty are slowly breaking. 
“Tell them in Canada they are helping a lot,” says Carmelina enthu- 
siastically. “We’re changing and our families are changing. We’re 
learning a lot.” 


Please help us face the challenges experienced 


ADDRESS: 


EMAIL: 


ea | would like to receive PWSDevelopments regularly (free) 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D or make an online donation at 
www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd 


PWS&D gratefully acknowledges all individuals and congregations who support 
the development and relief work of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
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PATRICIA WONG, KNOX, OTTAWA 


The Universal Word 


GOD |S ALWAYS GREATER. BY JOSEPH MCLELLAND 


elativity theory does not 

mean that nothing is stable; 

ather that everything is rela- 
tive to an Absolute. Is there a theory 
of relativity for religious pluralism? 
Where is the Absolute? The current 
choices of exclusivism (Christianity is 
the only true religion) and inclusivism 
(outsiders may be implicit or anony- 
mous Christians) both come down to 
the same old story of unquestioned 
Christian superiority. Now, the greatest 
danger to any religion is not its critics 
but its own fundamentalism. Such an 
uncritical acceptance of dogma makes 
for prejudice and arrogance, preventing 
one from “serving God with the mind.” 


But our Christian idea of God as Trinity 
includes many facets that allow a 
generous approach to other faiths. 

The doctrine of Tri-unity involves a 
beautiful image, the process of mutual 
indwelling and delight, “dancing 
around” (perichorésis) each other. It was 
a dynamic doctrine, far from absolute 
dogma. 

Augustine remarked that “the abso- 
lute transcendence of the supreme 
Trinity defies comparison ... the answer 
is given ‘three persons,’ not because the 
phrases are adequate but because they 
are only an alternative to silence.” This 
echoes Anselm’s “three I know not 
what.” Remember Anselm’s definition? 


“That than which nothing greater can 
be conceived.” This is echoed in the 
Muslim Alla-u-Akbhar: “God is always 
greater.” Before this mystery, silence 
is sometimes better than speech, and 
prayer than doctrine. 

Popular Christianity is guilty of 
a naive supernaturalism, in fact our 
worship smacks of heresy, as > 


= online extra 


_ THEOLOGY GOT YOU THINKING? 


BRING OUR ONLINE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
TO YOUR NEXT STUDY GROUP AND FIND — 

OUT WHAT OTHERS THINK ABOUT SOME ~ 
OF FAITH’S BIGGEST QUESTIONS. 
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I’ve said before, thinking simply that 
“Jesus is God” and so “God is Jesus.” 
This ignores the subtlety of Trinitarian 
doctrine, which seeks the hidden Father 
through Jesus the Christ. It turns Jesus of 
Nazareth into pure deity, whereas Chris- 
tian faith is based on the fact that he is 
“both truly human and truly divine;” 
with the human side always facing us 
as our access to God. This was a main 
feature of Reformed theology, Calvin’s 
in particular. If the Christ is not with us 
as elder brother we have no channel of 
grace to the God who is always greater 
than we can think or say. 


RACHEL HAMILTON, 10, ST. MARK'’S, PE.|. 


The Logos or Spirit enlightens everyone 
(John 1:9), the Presence behind every 
genuine faith, however different from ours 


In the old covenant, God’s Ten 
Words were housed in the covenant-ark, 
at the centre of the Most Holy, called 
“the Word-place.” In the New, God’s 
One Word is outside the box, free to be 
“present wherever He wills” as Luther 
phrased it. Surely the universal Word 
(God’s missionary) is busy doing His 
work of reconciliation wherever needed 
in this universe? Traditional theology 
was global, geared for what happens on 
our planet Earth. But last century the 
whole universe became our neighbour- 
hood, with the possibility—some of 
us say probability—that there is intel- 
ligent life in other solar systems. And 
if there are, these “others” need revela- 
tion; if they have sinned they require 
redemption. Calvin called the universe 
“the theatre of God’s glory,” and surely 
it’s the universal Logos, or Spirit, that 
makes this true. 

Here’s another spinoff from this 
doctrine of the universal Word. In 
the hot debates of the 16th-century 
Reformation, an important teaching 
emerged between Lutheran and 
Calvinist. The former emphasized the 
incarnate Christ lying in the manger, 
but Calvinists insisted that meanwhile 
the eternal Word or Logos remained in 
the godhead, ruling the universe. The 
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Lutherans dubbed this added dimen- 
sion “the Calvinist extra” (extra Calvin- 
isticum). They thought it divided Logos, 
but our side agreed with Augustine that 
the Logos could be in Jesus the Christ 
truly but not wholly (totus, totum). 
Calvin writes, “We do not imagine that 
[the human nature] was an enclosure.” 
Indeed, the creeds themselves distin- 
guished the Logos “enfleshed” from 
“unfleshed.” The former is limited to 
the incarnation in human flesh; the 
latter holds unlimited possibilities for 
whatever sort of revelation is required 
outside the Christian sphere. Our Pres- 
byterian forebears called it “common 
grace” given to every person. 

I like this idea because it means 
that for the Word of God there are no 
“others” or outsiders—not only reli- 
gions outside Christianity but even 
extraterrestrial life outside our planet. 
The Logos or Spirit enlightens everyone 
John 1:9), the Presence behind every 
genuine faith, however different from 
ours (see Living Faith 9.2.1). So the 
Logos is not only incarnate in Jesus, but 
also remains “discarnate,” able to relate 
wherever there is intelligent life in His 
vast universe. This wider role for Logos 
beyond his incarnation in Jesus of Naza- 
reth moves us from traditional “global” 


theology to a properly “universal” one, 
suited for the 21st century. Otherwise 
our ideas remain limited, liable to severe 
correction in the future. And if Logos can 
relate to other life forms in the universe, 
how much more does he relate to those 
“others” in our little world? 

Earlier, we noted how Christian 
mission has changed, adapting to 
pluralist society. We need to listen to 
sociology: for instance, if you are a 
McGregor born in Scotland, would 
you still be Presbyterian if you were a 
Sharma born in India? Theology must 
take account of such human factors. 
For one thing, we’re no longer privi- 
leged as a Western product, bringing 
culture and technology along with 
gospel. Other nations won’t allow us 
to proselytize. And—in part a strange 
by-product of our missions—other reli- 
gions have become self-conscious about 
themselves and some, particularly 
Buddhism, are themselves missionary. 
And Hinduism has incorporated Jesus 
into its spirituality. 

Therefore let us turn in humility to 
those others who have their own faith 
and works, and who resist our witness 
because they have their own story to 
tell us. Such open dialogue is the way 
ahead in our age of religious pluralism. 
The great Origen of Alexandria was 
to the East what Augustine was to the 
West. His daring speculative theology 
(even Satan will be converted in a future 
aeon) was condemned by the church. 
But a modern scholar has commented, 
“Origen was suspected of a great ortho- 
doxy.” I believe that a greater Orthodoxy 
awaits us as we enter into dialogue with 
people of other faiths, without prejudice 
and without privilege, as equal part- 
ners in our common “exploration into 
God.” Surely dialogue is the new face of 
mission, and mission means God’s own 
Mission, enlightening every human 
being on our little planet and beyond 
through His universal Word. 

God is always greater! m 


Rev. Dr. Joseph McLelland is professor emeritus 
at McGill University, Montreal. The Theology 
101 series will continue into 2010. 
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A House Not Made 
with Hands 


WE ARE NOT INTENDED TO ACCUMULATE TREASURES ON EARTH. BY DAVID W.T. BRATTSTON 


GOD does not provide much money to many Pres- 


byterian congregations because they spend it in a way He 
does not want. To grow more in grace, they should devote 
their funds to helping needy people rather than on erecting 
or maintaining expensive buildings. 

The concept of a special building for Christian worship 
was alien to Christ’s early followers. All the “churches” 
greeted in the name of the Apostle Paul (Romans 16:5; 1 
Corinthians 16:19; Colossians 4:15 and Philemon 2) were 
gatherings of flesh-and-blood believers, not material edi- 
fices designated solely for public worship. None of the 109 
instances of “church” in the Revised Standard Version of 


the Bible refers to a physical structure. 

The New Testament excludes the thought that a Chris- 
tian temple is a structure of wood, bricks, stones, or concrete. 
First Corinthians 3:16 and 6:19 state that it is a believer's 
body that is the temple of the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 2:19-22 
speaks of the Christian temple as being founded on Christ, 
the apostles and the prophets, with no mention of a stone 
foundation or wooden superstructure. All three passages 
apply the word “temple” to flesh-and-blood Christians rather 
than to a material edifice. In 1 Peter 2:4-6, the “stones” of 
which the church is built are Christ and believers—people, 
not bricks. > 
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In the first half of the third cen- 
tury, many Christians still regarded 
the concept of distinctive religious 
buildings as the mark of idolatry, as 
witness these quotations from Origen, 
a seminary professor and the most 
important father of the early Greek 
church. He wrote that one of the dis- 
tinctive traits of Christians was that 
we do not honour the Deity by means 
of temples, because such buildings 
“are adapted rather to demons, which 
are somehow fixed in a certain place 
which they prefer to any other, or 
which take up their dwelling ... after 
... certain rites and incantations.” And 
elsewhere: “there will be no need to 
build temples, for nothing ought to be 
regarded as sacred, or of much value, 
or holy, which is the work of builders 
and of mean men.” 

The earliest known building given 
over exclusively to Christian worship 
was erected after AD 240. It was modest, 
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a renovated private dwelling, not an 
expensive cathedral. Older Christian 
writings contain instances of Chris- 
tians worshipping only in the Jerusa- 
lem Temple, barns and private dwell- 
ings, none of which were owned or 
maintained by the church. 

The New Testament mentions col- 
lections of money, but the purpose 
was not for houses of worship but for 
the relief of needy Christians: Acts 
11:28, Romans 15:25-27, 1 Corinthi- 
ans 16:1-3, 2 Corinthians 8-9, and 
Galatians 2:10. Jesus taught that help- 
ing the poverty-stricken is a Christian 
duty: Matthew 19:21, Mark 10:21, Luke 
14:13 and 18:22. Early writers were of 
the same mind: 1 John 3:17 and Ori- 
gen condemn people—especially Chris- 
tians—who have money but close their 
hearts against brothers and sisters in 
need, James 2 is particularly concerned 
for the relief of the less fortunate. The 
apostolic command to help the needy 
was repeated (1) by Origen, (2) by Jus- 
tin, who was martyred for the faith 
around 165, (3) in a first-century let- 
ter from the church at Rome to that at 
Corinth (1 Clement), and (4) repeatedly 
in The Shepherd of Hermas, a lengthy 
instruction in Christian conduct from 
the early or middle second century. The 
repetition of the command to assist the 
needy in so many sources of such early 
date shows how importantly it was 
regarded by Christians who knew not 
only Jesus’ written teaching but also 
how it was practised and applied under 
his first successors. Yet these same 
Christians never commended erection 
of a physical palace of worship. Hermas 
in particular counselled Christians to 
buy souls instead of lands, and not to 
accumulate lands and buildings. 

The Acts of Thomas relates the mis- 
sionary efforts of the apostle Thomas in 
India. Compiled around AD 200, these 
acts narrate that he was an architect and 
all-round construction contractor. As 
such, he was retained by a king to build 
a magnificent palace. The king did not 
supervise the project but sent Thomas 
to build it some distance from his maj- 
esty’s residence, and sent instalment 


payments without seeing how they 
were applied. The apostle did indeed 
provide him with a sumptuous new 
home, but not in the sense the king had 
thought or intended. Thomas spent his 
majesty’s money by giving it to the 
poor, the sick, orphans, and widows— 
without erecting a physical building. 
According to Thomas, such use of the 
king’s money would provide his maj- 
esty with a beautiful palace in heaven. 
When the king learned how his money 
had been spent on disadvantaged peo- 
ple instead of stone, bricks, mortar and 
superstructure, he became very angry 
and imprisoned Thomas. Severe pun- 
ishment loomed for Thomas until the 
king’s brother had a near-death experi- 
ence in which he viewed the wonderful 
place waiting in heaven for those who 
spend their money on the poor instead 
of on material buildings. The brother 
reported his vision to the king, and they 
both saw the proper use of money. 

According to Christ, we are not 
to accumulate treasures on earth but 
treasures in heaven (Matthew 6:20), 
feed the hungry, provide clothes to 
the needy, and welcome strangers 
(Matthew 25:34-46). In fact, Matthew 
7:21-23 states that we will be blessed 
only for doing what God has specifi- 
cally commanded. All other works and 
activities done in His name—no mat- 
ter how great or well intentioned— 
count for nothing in the kingdom 
of heaven. God has specifically com- 
manded us to assist the poor, but He 
never told Christians to build even a 
small chapel, let alone spend money 
on one instead of them. 

Presbyterians and other Christians 
should spend their own and _ their 
church’s money on what God said 
He wants. Instead of lavishing it on a 
house of worship, “let us do good to all 
men, especially to those who are of the 
household of faith” (Galatians 6:10). 


David W. T. Brattston is a freelance Chris- 
tian writer living in Lunenburg, N.S. His 
articles on early and contemporary Chris- 
tianity have been published in Britain, 
Canada, Australia, and the United States. 
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Wo 
Boys 
with 
Great 
Promise 


JESUS AND SAMUEL ARE 
NOT-SO-DISTANT COUSINS. 
BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


First Sunday after Christmas, Year C 
Luke 2:41-52 (1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26) 


must have missed this. Maybe 

I knew it and forgot. As Luke 

writes the opening chapters of 

his gospel, do you think he has 
the Greek version of 1 Samuel some- 
where on his desk? I’ve always drawn 
parallels between Jesus and David, 
and Jesus and Moses, in Advent and 
Christmas. Sure, Mary’s song in Luke 
comes from Hannah’s song in 1 Sam- 
uel 2. I just thought one of Luke’s Jew- 
ish friends loaned him a hymn book! 
Turns out Luke knows at least the first 
few stories of Samuel's life. 
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Luke’s first two chapters are more 
theology than history. A biography 
(bios) in those days always began with 
a tale of the subject’s origin that fore- 
shadowed and supported the claims 
made in the rest of the story. Matthew’s 
preface is thorough and consistent. An 
insider’s version. Luke’s is more varied. 
With the delight of a latecomer to the 
traditions, Luke pulls many strands to- 
gether. One is young Samuel’s story. 

Both boys are children of promise. 
Both are conceived under irregular cir- 
cumstances. Both mothers sing praise 
to God, proclaiming salvation for Is- 
rael and vindication of the lowly. Both 
boys are dedicated to God’s service. 
Both find their place, and their identi- 
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ty, in temples. Both, while very young, 
confound their elders with words that 
can only come from God. 

Both stories move from setting the 
stage to action with strikingly similar 
words. (Luke 2:52 / 1 Samuel 2:26) 

Why does Luke draw so many lines 
back to Samuel? He must believe it will 
give his story credibility with Jewish 
readers. People in those days liked to 
discover, “Oh. This is just like that!” 
as they listened to stories. Storytellers 
always reached into the past, to find 
good ground for new tales. Of course, 
Jesus wasn’t just like Samuel. But com- 
paring him to one of Israel’s greatest 
heroes could only help Luke, as he 
tried to show how Jesus was more > 
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than Samuel. And David. And Moses. 
And Elijah. 

I think there’s more in Luke’s choice 
of source material. Samuel grew up to 
be priest, prophet, king-maker, and 
king-breaker. In a day when revelation 
was rare, and God’s word in the land 
had pretty well dried up, God spoke 
directly to Samuel. It was a time of un- 
certainty, disunity, violence, idolatry, 
heterodoxy, poor and absent leader- 
ship. Through it all Samuel stood taller 
even than Saul, the compromise-King 
who got the job because the makeshift 
crown fit his handsome head. Samu- 
el’s days were also the days of God’s 
Spirit, at loose, and sometimes out of 
control, in Israel. 

As hero, God’s man for the hour, 
Samuel suits Luke’s purpose. Luke pre- 
pares his readers for the greatest story 
ever told. But let’s not forget the pic- 
tures of innocence, simplicity, and 
love in our readings today. Hannah 
has given her son up to God, to serve 
at Shiloh. She and her husband make 
their annual pilgrimage, as before. Now 
there’s another purpose. Little Samuel 
serves beside old Eli, but there are no 
appropriate vestments for a growing 
boy. Every year, Hannah sews a priestly 
garment for her lost son. Each one a lit- 
tle bigger than the last. Samuel grows 
into the role, until that fateful night, 
when God gave him a word: “I am 
about to do something in Israel that 
will make both ears of anyone who 
hears of it tingle.” (3:11) 

In our gospel, imagine Jesus at 
about the same age Samuel was when 
God spoke to him in the temple. Mary 
and Joseph fear their son is lost. When 
they find Jesus, a mother speaks of love 
and grief. She feels the first cut of the 
sword an old prophet told her about 
when he blessed her baby boy in the 
temple (2:35). Jesus has returned to the 
place of his infant dedication. He is at 
home. Ears are already tingling at his 
words (2:37). & 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe teaches in 
Halifax. 
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Updike an Ardent Christian 


"GOD ISTHE GOD OF THE LIVING” WITCHES AUTHOR WROTE. BY JOHN MCTAVISH 


J OHN UP DIKE, who died in January at 76, was 


widely regarded as a colossal figure in American letters and 
named “the finest novelist writing in English today,” by no 
less a fine author than Ian McEwan. 

Updike was also an ardent Christian, a fact that sur- 
prised him to some degree: “How did the patently vapid 
and drearily business-like teachings to which I was lightly 
exposed succeed in branding me with a cross? And a brand 
so specifically Lutheran, so distinctly Nordic; an obdurate 
insistence that at the core of the core there is a right-angled 
clash to which, of all verbal combinations we can invent, 
the Apostles’ Creed offers the most adequate correspon- 
dence and response.” Born a Lutheran in Pennsylvania, he 
changed denominations as his place of residence changed; 
a Congregationalist in Ipswich, Mass., and an Episcopalian 
in Beverly Farms, Mass. 

In Pigeon Feathers, a short story, he dramatized a teenage 


crisis of faith: 14-year-old David dips into one of his moth- 
er’s college textbooks, The Outline of History by H.G. Wells. 
He is immediately ambushed by the historian’s description 
of Jesus as an obscure political agitator, a kind of hobo in a 
minor colony of the Roman Empire who survived his own 
crucifixion and presumably died a few weeks later, the freak- 
ish incident giving rise to a new religion. 

Bang go all of David’s cherished Sunday school convic- 
tions. Out the window flies his childhood faith and an over- 
whelming fear of death enters his consciousness. He goes 
in search of a hint, a nod, something that can rebuild his 
fortress against death. 

He finds it at last while examining the intricate feathers of 
some recently slain pigeons. He cannot believe that a universe 
as beautiful, that made so many beautiful things as this one, 
could allow him to wink out like a candle in a dark room. 

In later life Updike himself had a full-blown spiritual > 


December 2009 | Presbyterian Record 35 


We reatures Updike 


“When I haven't been to church in a couple of Sundays, 
I begin to hunger for it and need to be there” 
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crisis. “I remember squatting in our cel- 
lar making my daughter a dollhouse, 
under the close sky of the cobwebby ceil- 
ing, and the hammer going numb in my 
hand as I saw not only my life but hers, 
so recently begun, as a futile misadven- 
ture, a leap out of the dark and back.” 

Updike got through it by clinging 
to the Christ-centred, neo-orthodox 
theology of Karl Barth. 

I was one of the many fans who cor- 
responded with Updike, sending him 
articles or reviews that I had written of 
his books. He often favoured me with 
generous replies. Once, having received 
from me a copy of Barth’s speech that 
the theologian gave on the occasion of 
his 80th birthday, Updike wrote: “Dear 
Rev. McTavish: Thanks for the bundle; 
I loved reading Barth’s friendly, slightly 
edgy farewell. Something about that 
man’s voice always soothes me, and 
I wondered what the medical adven- 
tures he so fully alludes to were, and 
what the quarrels he mentions. He was 
a battler, no doubt about it.” 

In an essay he once wrote on 
Barth and Soren Kierkegaard, Updike 
stated, “They convinced me that this 
was the human condition and that 
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we could leap our way out of it. And 
once you take this highly intellectually 
unhealthy leap into faith, the world 
becomes accessible again.” 

Strengthened by his Christian con- 
victions, John Updike went on to write 
over 60 books: novels such as Couples 
and Rabbit, Run and The Witches of 
Eastwick, short story collections, play- 
ful volumes of poetry and thick books 
of literary criticism. It was a highly pro- 
ductive life in which the author never 
lost his faith. He also, interestingly, 
never read as much theology again. 
“My life is mostly lived. God is the God 
of the living,” he wrote, “though his 
priests and executors, to keep order and 
to force the world into a convenient 
mould always want to make Him the 
God of the dead, the God who chas- 
tises life and forbids and says No.” 

But if Updike stopped reading 
theology, he never stopped attend- 
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ing church. “When I haven’t been to 
church in a couple of Sundays,” he 
once said, “I begin to hunger for it and 
need to be there. It’s not just the words, 
the sacraments. It’s the company of 
other people, who show up and pledge 
themselves to an invisible entity.” 

On another occasion he also said: 
“Somehow it struck me quite early 
that the church, whatever its faults, 
was speaking to the real issues, and 
that without the church I didn’t feel 
anybody would speak to the real 
issues—that is, the issues of being 
human, being alive. I’ve remained 
loyal to the church. Spires you see in 
a small town or a city do bring hope, 
and hope brings energy. It’s certainly 
brought me energy.” @ 


Rev. John McTavish is a freelance writer 
from Huntsville, Ont., and proud to appear 
in a journal that Stevie Cameron reads. 
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Like No 
Other 


DEALING WITH THE SCANDAL 
OF PARTICULARITY. 
BY CALVIN BROWN 


J OAN OSBOURNE, a contem- 


porary song writer penned a wake-up 
song entitled: If God Was One of Us. 

In some ways it is a Christmas 
song, although it doesn’t sound like 
one. The song is full of questions: 


If God had a name, what would it be? 
And would you call it to His face 

If you were faced with Him 

in all His glory? 

What would you ask if you 

had just one question? 

And yeah yeah, God is great 

yeah, yeah, God is good. 


What if God was one of us? 

Just a slob like one of us? 

Just a stranger on the bus 

Trying to make His way home? 

If God had a face what would it look like? 
And would you want to see 

If seeing meant that you 

would have to believe 

In things like heaven and in Jesus 
and the saints and all the prophets? 
And yeah yeah, God is great 

yeah, yeah, God is good. 


s Christians celebrating 
Christmas we know the 
name of God is Jesus, mean- 
ing He will save His people, 
as the gospels tell us. He is the great 
and good God through whom all 
things were created. The big surprise 
of Christmas however, is that God 
chose to be one of us. He chose to be- 
come a human being—a slob like one 
of us. Or to put it in the language of 
Isaiah 53, “He had no beauty or maj- 
esty to attract us to him, nothing in 
his appearance that we should desire 
him. He was despised and rejected by 
men, a man of sorrows, and familiar 
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with suffering. Like one from whom 
men hide their faces he was despised, 
and we esteemed him not.” 

Osbourne asks, “Would you want to 
see if seeing meant that you would have 
to believe in things like heaven and in 
Jesus and the saints and all the proph- 
ets?” That’s the crunch isn’t it? It isn’t 
that people don’t want to believe in 
God and goodness in a general way but 
the problem is what some theologians 
have called the scandal of particularity. 
To believe in the Christian God means 
we have to also believe in some chal- 
lenging things like God was incarnate, 
uniquely in His only begotten son > 
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Jesus, whom we confess was born of the 
Virgin Mary. Often people don’t want 
to believe what they can’t fully under- 
stand and so they choose to live in de- 
nial and don’t see the face of God. Some 
try to make God more general and pick 
just the parts they like and so they deny 
that Jesus was really real. Instead they 
substitute a theoretical Jesus. 

This Jesus is not really God in the 
flesh but rather he is the embodiment 
of Godly principles. They will claim 
that it doesn’t matter if one actually 
believes in an historical Jesus, born in 
Bethlehem, so long as one tries to live 
in love as Jesus taught. The problem is 
that they no longer see the face of God. 
God becomes impersonal and like all 
philosophy He is just an idea that is in 
vogue until a better idea comes along 
or proves too inconvenient. Jesus on 
the other hand is a real live person 
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whom we need to relate to as he re- 
veals himself in history and through 
the Holy Spirit. We listen to him speak 
and we call him by name. He is like 
no other. As another Christmas song 
asks the question: What Child is this? 
It answers as the whole church has 
throughout the ages: This is the Word 
made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary. 

The Jesus of Christmas that the 
church worships is not simply an imag- 
inary person like Santa Claus, jolly and 
full of goodness, nor the personifica- 
tion of an ideal but he is God who has 
become one of us in the flesh! 

This year have a wonder-filled 
Christmas! @ 


Calvin Brown is executive director of the 
Renewal Fellowship within the PCC. 
For more info see renewalfellowship. 
presbyterian.ca. 
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Caregiver’s Guide 
to Christmas 


THERE ARE BLESSINGS EVERYWHERE. BY PHIL CALLAWAY 


ecent studies conclude that 

almost six in three Cana- 

dian women are relieved 

when the relatives leave after 
Christmas. The season can leave us 
exhausted and broke. But if you’re 
thinking that there’s no place like 
Rome for the holidays, the following 
advice should help you stay sane and 
stay home while you care for those 
you love. 


1. LAUGH A LITTLE EACH DAY. 

In 1973, my parents planned the ideal 
Christmas, complete with an imported 
grandfather from Ontario and a tree 
trimmed to seamless perfection. The 
only trouble was, Grandpa liked to 
examine the needles at close range and 
make minor adjustments. Three times 
he brought the tree down, shattering 
ornaments and driving them into the 
carpet. I find myself doing the same 


now as I care for my father who battles 
Alzheimer’s. One summer day while I 
was visiting the hospital, a lady who 
serves as part-time chaplain pulled me 
aside. Her forehead was scrunched up 
and I wondered what awful thing my 
father had done or said. “You told me 
he had been faithful to your mother 
for 60 years,” she said. “Today he was 
watching TV and holding hands with 
a complete stranger.” I laughed, of 
course. So did she. There are times we 
cry, but sometimes laughter is our most 
effective weapon—perhaps the only 
one we have. 


Ds FIND A CONFIDANTE. 

Some communities have caregiver 
support groups. If you can’t find one, 
start one. If you can’t start one, get a 
pet. Sometimes my dog is my support 
group. She’s the only one whowilllisten 
without interrupting. It’s like the old 


THERE ARE : 
TIMES WE CRY, 
BUT SOMETIMES. 
LAUGHTER IS 
OUR MOST 
EFFECTIVE 
WEAPON— 
PERHAPS 

THE ONLY 

ONE WE HAVE 


Swedish proverb: “Shared joy is a 
double joy; shared sorrow is half a sor- 
row.” Who can put a price tag on the 
value of sharing our story, thoughts, 
feelings, and sometimes tears with a 
trusted other? > 
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St. Andrew’s Church 
Toronto 


presents 


Advent 2009 


“Peace on 
Earth” 


Wednesday, December 2nd 
REV. A. HARVEY SELF 
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church 


Wednesday, December 9th 
REV. DR. ANNE SIMMONDS 
Adjunct Faculty, Emmanuel College 


Wednesday, December 16th 
REV. DR. MALCOLM SINCLAIR 
Metropolitan United Church, Toronto 


Email: 
info@standrewstoronto.org 
King Street at Simcoe 
one block west of University Avenue 


www.standrewstoronto.org 


12:00 noon 
Organ 


12:15 p.m. 
Meditation 


12:45 p.m. 
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HOLLY CRAWFORD, 7, MT. FOREST, ONT. 


3. CARVE HURRY FROM 

YOUR LIFE. 

I wish someone had informed me ear- 
lier that there is nothing noble about 
a nervous breakdown and nothing 
selfish about taking care of your own 
needs. When I discovered that “no” is 
a complete sentence, I freed time for 
pursuing my gifts. When I learned to 
enjoy things without owning them, 
I forgot about the Joneses. When 
I began hanging out with positive 
people, I topped off my energy tank. 
When I began taking care of myself, 
I found I was better equipped to take 
good care of others. Stillness is reju- 
venating. Sometimes the most press- 
ing thing you can possibly do is take a 
complete rest. 


4. EXERCISE THREE TIMES 

A WEEK. 

Of course, exercise didn’t help my 
mother. She started walking a mile a 
day when she was 60. She’s 84 now 
and we don’t know where she is! 


5. ENJOY THE RIGHT FOOD 

AND TAKE LONGER TO EAT IT. 
Pants that fit last Thursday are mal- 
functioning. So I need to acquaint 
myself with salmon, tomatoes, broc- 
coli, nuts, and blueberries. 


6. RUN AWAY FROM HOME. 

Find a way to get away. If the budget 
is low, develop a great imagination. 
Close your eyes and imagine that your 
bath is at a spa in the Himalayas— 
without the monkeys. Never just listen 
to your favorite music. Pretend you’re 
at a concert, or giving one. When you 
can’t take what you’ve been taking 
any longer, take a vacation. 


ve TAKE CARE OF 

THE HOME FRONT. 

Who we are and what we are able to 
accomplish come directly from the 
foundations we build. So work on 
the relationships inside your tightest 
circles. 


8. WORRY LESS. 

Worry steals everything worthwhile 
from today and adds nothing worth- 
while to tomorrow. Worried people 
see problems; concerned people find 
solutions. 


9, REMEMBER YOU'RE MORE 
AMAZING THAN YOU THINK. 

In a selfish age, those who care for oth- 
ers make God smile. So never under- 
estimate the power of a kind word, 
a touch, a smile, a tear, or a compli- 
ment. You are the answer to some- 
one’s prayer. Be assured that there will 
be resistance, but the rewards are out 
of this world. 


10. GO LOOKING FOR 

THE BLESSINGS. 

Don’t worry, you'll find them. They’re 
everywhere. @ 


Phil Callaway is the bestselling author 
of 22 books and a popular speaker. Visit 
him online at www.laughagain.org 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


On Our | 


A TASTE OF THE GREAT, ORIGINAL ¥ any 


Seon YOULL FIND THERE. 


n the last year, the Record’s web- 

site—presbyterianrecord.ca—has 

added many new features that are 

exclusively online. You won’t find 
the following in the printed magazine. 
Visit today, and check back often, as 
new columns, features, letters, music 
and photos will be uploaded over the 
next few months. And be sure to com- 
ment on what you see there! 


JORDAN 
By Connie Purvis 
Excerpted from Akel Biltaji 


His Excellency Akel Biltaji is King Ab- 
dullah II’s advisor on Tourism Promo- 
tion, Foreign Direct Investment and 
Country Branding, and an appointed 
senator in the upper house of Jordan’s 
government. We expected his briefing 
to be over-spiced with positivity and 
glowing recommendations that might 
bring our readers—and their tourist 
dollars—to Jordan. 

Certainly his overview of the coun- 
try’s history was glowing. This was a 
place with a deep and ancient heritage. 
A land fought over by multiple armies, 
civilizations and earthly powers, and a 
place that had seen the rise and fall of 
empires and the birth of religions—a 
“biblical roadmap.” It was a place in 


i Le 


popular imagination—the site of the 
Arab Revolt and the headquarters of 
the British officer Lawrence of Arabia. 
Today it is a relatively stable nation in 
the midst of those torn by war—Biltaji 
called it “an oasis of peace in the circle 
of conflict.” 

But when asked about the ongoing 
conflict and negotiations in neighbour- 
ing Israel, he didn’t pull his punches. 
“They think if they don’t have a home- 
land they will be destroyed again. But 
in doing so they go on the aggressive. 
They are creating a grand ghetto called 
Israel. Where is the justice in all this? 
Religion is hijacked. We need to come 
back to earth and say, where is Moses 
in this? Where is Christ? Where is Mu- 
hammad?” 


x 
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HANNA ROSS, 12, INGLESIDE, ONT. 


IN SONG 
By Andrew Donaldson 
Excerpted from Renewing Worship 


Churches are always in need—and 
sometimes in desperate need—of 
renewal in their worship arts. Con- 
gregational song is one strand in the 
tapestry of our church life that is dan- 
gerously frayed. Part of the problem is 
that we are not a singing culture. Have 
you listened to Happy Birthday in a res- 
taurant? Or O Canada? Well, we don’t 
actually sing that one. We can no lon- 
ger take our congregational singing for 
granted. 

So it is encouraging to watch the 
work of leaders of congregational song 
such as Mary Oyer, a Midwest Men- > 
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nonite, and John Bell (who needs no 
introduction here). John Thornburg, a 
cradle Methodist, a former pastor, and 
president-elect of the Hymn Society 
in the U.S. and Canada, writes in the 
preface to his songbook, The One Who 
Taught Beside the Sea: 

“It is time to quit the referendum- 
based approach to the music of the 
church, searching in vain for the one 
song or one style everyone likes.” 
Thornburg thinks we need to sing with 
a “solidarity-based approach ... [E]ven 
if the songs we sing in church next 
Sunday are not the ones which reso- 
nate most deeply within our spirits.” 
It just might be that they are “trans- 
forming the life of the person seated 
next to us.” 

Let me add that we also need to be 
singing the song of the person who 
isn’t seated next to us ... yet. That per- 
son might be living in our neighbour- 
hood, just around the corner, or just 


under the radar. We need to sing the 
church that was, and is and also the 
church that, by God’s grace, can be. 


THE WONDERING WANDERER 
By Keith Randall 

Excerpted from We Don't See 
Miracles Anymore 


The warm glow had disappeared in a 
day or two, but an elusive sense teased 
in stray moments. Was I searching for 
God? Or was He patiently waiting for 
me to get with the program? 

God found me one evening trudg- 
ing through the snow at the end of 
another day at a local radio station, a 
semi-retired codger filling in during a 
young guy’s vacation. 

Radio! Little vibrations from my 
larynx transformed by a microphone 
into electrical pulses in a wire, modu- 
lated on a carrier wave and beamed 
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into the atmosphere to be captured as 
sound waves from a speaker in some 
guy’s Cat. 

But wait. Was God gently nudging 
me to turn the kaleidoscope? Sound 
waves existed before the first wave 
lapped on a prehistoric beach. The first 
tree crashed in a forest whether any 
one was there to hear it or not. Elec- 
trical energy, created in the instant of 
Creation, flashed in the first lightning 
and startled ol’ Ben Franklin on a rainy 
Maryland night. 

All this existed before Man, cre- 
ated at the very birth of the universe. 
Science stumbled awkwardly across it, 
unsure of what it had discovered. All 
those invisible radio waves that engulf 
us are no testimony to our human bril- 
liance but to God’s miracles that sur- 
round us. 

Maybe if we can hold that thought, 
we'll be less likely to broadcast so 
much crap. @ 


Mor 


iH 


PASSION PLAY 


Witness the world-famous spectacle that will not be staged 
again until 2020! Choose from a variety of escorted tours 

that feature the Oberammergau Passion Play with departures © 
from May through September including: 

* Scenic Germany and the Holy Land 


° Heart of Europe - Germany, Switzerland, Austria & Czech Rep. 


¢ European Kaleidoscope - Germany, Switzerland, 
Netherlands, Belgium & France 


e European Treasures - Italy, Germany, Austria & Czech Rep. 


e Eastern European Cultures - Germany, Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Hungary & Poland 


For a list of all of our Oberammergau tours visit our 
special website: www.oberammergaupassionplay.ca 


Contact us for a free brochure: 1-800-361-TOURS (8687) or 
E-mail: tours@rostad.com www.rostad.com 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


Needed: A Spirit 
of Generosity 


A SCARCITY MINDSET HAS OVERWHELMED US. BY HARVEY SELF 


And she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 
She wrapped him in clothes, and placed 
him in a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn.—Luke 2:7 


scarcity mindset has _ over- 
Aine both the Church and 

Our community in these days 
of the economic crunch. At every turn 
people are pulling back on their spirit 
of generosity. Donations are down 
slightly, as I write, for Presbyterians 
Sharing. But at Presbyterian World 
Service and Development the down- 
turn in donations is critical. We may 
not be able to fulfil our commitments 
to Overseas partners in coming years if 
donations do not pick up before the 
end of 2009. I suspect the very same 
may be true in many local Presbyte- 
rian congregations. It is as if the doors 
of our hearts are slamming shut as we 
seek to guard our own security at the 
expense of the needs of our neigh- 
bours, as they call out for help at our 
very doorways. 

Our response seems to echo that 
of the innkeeper on that first Christ- 
mas Eve. His life was filled with all 
the demands laid on him by the 
tax-burdened visitors flooding into 
Bethlehem. He believed that his 
resources were taxed to the limit. He 
had no more space to spare. A scarcity 
mindset had overwhelmed him and 
his spirit of generosity was paralyzed. 
He did not believe he could give any 
more. There was no more room in his 
inn! Nothing could change his mindset. 


Even the arrival at his doorway of the 
holy family, about to give birth to the 
Kings of kings and Lord of lords, could 
not stir him out of his mindset of scar- 
city. What a tragic shame for him! But 
not for God! 

God, the Heavenly Father, was in 
a hugely generous mood that night, 
ready to share His very Son with 
the world of humanity. If a scarcity- 
minded innkeeper did not want to 


As Canadians we are still among 
the most affluent of countries in 
the world with plenty of room 
to open our hearts to the needs 
of our neighbours 


be a recipient of the Father’s genero- 
sity, then He would look elsewhere. If 
the innkeeper’s heart was closed both 
to giving and to receiving, then the 
Father would find others more open 
to His approach. And He would find 
them on hillsides around Bethlehem 
tending their sheep while angels sang 
a heavenly chorus. And He would 
find them atop camels crossing long 
dusty roads coming from the East to 
the place where the Christ Child lay. 
And He would find them in a sparse 
little manger in the person of a young 
mother named Mary and her betro- 
thed husband, Joseph. 

The writer of the gospel of John 
captured it perfectly, “He came to 
that which was his own, but his own 
did not receive him. Yet to all who 
received him, to those who believed in 


From the Moderator 


BETHANY MORTON, 14, 
GLENCOE, WEST LORNE, ONT. 


his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God.” John 1:11-12) 

We may live in a time of economic 
uncertainty and our bank balances 
and stock portfolios may not be what 
they were, but none of this should 
be the cause for a scarcity mindset to 
overwhelm us. As Canadians we are 
still among the most affluent in the 
world with plenty of room to open our 
hearts to the needs of our neighbours. 
As Christians we are blessed beyond 
measure with the good news that we 
are loved and the whole of creation 
with us. We are loved by God whose 
desire is to give and give and give, 
without limit. We are blessed by our 
Father in heaven who does not even 
have the word “scarcity” in His voca- 
bulary. And, we are called to be His 
children. There is room in His heart 
for us. What a priceless gift indeed! 

May you know that gift this Christ- 
mas and forevermore. @ 


Blessings, 


ay, 
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WR Marketplace 


PRESBYTERIAN 


RECORD 


To place an ad call Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


Applications are now being received for the 


O10 LILIAN FORSYTH SCHOLARSHIP 


IN CHURCH MUSIC 


For information, contact: 
Scholarship Registar 
Knox Presbyterian Church 
120 Lisgar Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0C2 
or Fax: (613) 238-4775 
E-mail: knoxottawa@belinet.ca 
www.knoxottawa.ca 


Information and application forms are also 
accessible on the site www.knoxottawa.ca 
Registration deadline is February 15, 2010 


Nah 


ht BULLAS "> 


GLASS inn. 


15 Joseph Street, Kitchener 
Ontario, Canada N2G 1H9 


MWS 7-579-058-0724 


& looge Soe 


ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN 
IN STAINED GLASS 
(905) 669-4244 
UNIT #6, 8481 KEELE STREET 
CONCORD, ONTARIO L4K 127 


Ecclesiastical 
Refinishing | 
Group Ltd 


Sanctuary Restoration 
Plaster Restoration 
Design Services 
Custom Painting 


P.O. Box 1502. 
Kingston, Ont. Canada K7L 5C7 
Tel: 613-549-9250 
Fax: 613-549-3364 

www.ecclesiasticalgroup.com — 


EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


e custom designed memorial windows 
e traditional - contemporary 
e releading & restoration © storm glazing 
e custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 


471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4 
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226 
ESTABLISHED @Awardsglassco@on.aibn.com 
1920 ~=www.edwardsglass.net 


¥ Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 
Tel: 416-977-4408 x204 Fax: 416-977-3856 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


CROWN EX Robemakers and Tailors 


¢ Genuine tailor made ¢ Satisfaction guaranteed ¢ Affordable for 


Clergy Preaching Choir Vestments Academic 


CROWNEX Lid., 1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 1S3 
Tel. (416) 503-1288 Fax. (416) 503-8788 E-mail: info@crownex.com www.crownex.com 
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New Horizons 
TOWER 
Toronto Bed and Breakfast serving 
mature adults for 35 years. See the latest 
show, ROM, AGO, TSO and much more! 
Close to downtown, hospitals, 24 hour 
security...steps to subway or bus, 
beautifully appointed single and double 
rooms, parking included...VISA, reasonable 
rates-Reserve today. Ask about our 
Boutique Hostel...Felisa (416) 536-6111 
www.newhorizonstower.com 


CANAL CRUISES 
RIDEAU CANAL 
TRENT SEVERN WATERWAY 
Cruise Ontario’s magnificent heritage 
canals along 355 miles of scenic lakes, 
rivers and locks in the comfort of the 
45 passenger Kawartha Voyageur 
riverboat with dining room, lounge, and 
twin lower berth cabins with private ¢ 


pe www. aisiatia Wentoriayeruceete ta 


1-800-561-5767 


FREE BROCHURE 


Robert McCausland 
Limited 
Artists & Craftsmen 


of Stained Glass since 1856 


30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 
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Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Hanwell, N.B.; St. James; Interim Moderator 
Rev. D.E. Blaikie, 512 Charlotte St., 
Fredericton, N.B. E3B 1M2; 506-455-8220; 
minister@sapc.ca. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC 

AND EASTERN ONTARIO 

Ingleside, Ont., St. Matthew's; Full Time 
Minister, Interim Moderator Rev. James 
Douglas; rev.james@knoxvkh.ca. 

Ottawa, St. Andrew’s; Full-time Associate 
Minister; Interim Moderator Rev. Susan 
Clarke, c/o St. Andrew’s Kars Presbyterian 
Church, PO Box 381, Maitland, ON KOE 170; 
613-348-3088; revsvclarke@yahoo.ca. 

Ottawa, St. David and St. Martin; 

Interim Moderator Rev. Cedric Pettigrew, 
340 Claridge Dr., Ottawa,ON K2J 5C2; 


613-843-1446; cedric.pettigrew@sympatico.ca. 


Smith Falls, Ont. Westminster; Full-time; Interim 
Moderators Revs. Brian and Alison Sharpe, 
460 Reglan St. S.,Renfrew,ON K7V 1R8; 
613-432-5452; maryalison@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 

ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Aurora, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Don Muir, 50 Wynford Dr., Toronto, 
ON M3C 157; 416-441-1111 ext. 223 or 
1-800-619-7301; dmuir@presbyterian.ca; 
www.standrewspresbyterian.com. 

Bermuda, St. Andrew’s; Full-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Bryn MacPhail, 
c/o St. Giles Kingsway Presbyterian Church, 
15 Lambeth Rd., Toronto, ON M9A 2Y6; 
416-233-8591; bryn31@rogers.com. 

Elora, Knox and Alma, St. Andrew's; 
Minister full-time two-point charge, 
vacant effective October 1, 2009; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Marty Molengraaf; 
mmolengraaf@sympatico.ca. 


classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 


Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 
Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


Erin, Burns, Ospringe, Knox; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Sean Howard, PO Box 433, 
Campbellville, ON LOP 1B0; 
905-854-5145; sean@nassagaweya.com. 

Etobicoke, Mimico; Full-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev. George Anderson, 
c/o St. Andrew's Islington Presbyterian 
Church, 3819 Bloor St. W., Etobicoke, 

ON M9B 1K7; 416-233-9800; 
george@standrewsislington.org. 

Guelph, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Angus 
Sutherland, 75 Grand Ave. N., Cambridge, ON 
N1S 2L1; ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com. 

Guelph, Kortright; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. 
Wayne Dawes, c/o Knox's Galt Presbyterian 
Church, 2 Grand Ave. S., Cambridge, 

ON N1S 2L2; 519-621-8120; sdawes@ 
knoxsgalt.org. 

Huntsville, St. Andrew's; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gary Robinson; 705-746-9612; 
gary@standrewsparrysound.org. 

Newmarket, St. Andrew's; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Daniel D. Scott, 39 Saint Ave., 
Bradford, ON L3Z 3E6; 905-775-7274; 
minister@stjohnspresbyterian.ca. 

Orillia, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Peter D. Ruddell, 36 Brick Pond Rd., 

Box A-180, RR1, Coldwater, ON, LOK1E0. 
705-686-3125; panddruddell@rogers.com. 

Schomberg, Emmanuel; Half-time minister; 

Interim Moderator Rev. Jeremy Lowther; 


Pulpit Vacancies i 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
All notices of pulpit vacancies will be charged to 


the congregation: $40 minimum for one-time 
insertion or $25 per insertion for four or more. 
This charge applies to all congregations. 
Contact the Record office regarding items 

for this column. 


905-857-2419; jlowther1845@rogers.com. 

Toronto, Toronto Korean Presbyterian Church; 
Senior Minister; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Kyung-Seuk Min, 67 Scarsdale Rd., North York, 
ON M3B 2R2; 416-447-5963; tkpc.org. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Atwood; Interim Moderator Rev.Cathrine 
Campbell, PO Box 477, Brussels, ON NOG 
1HO; 519-887-9831; 
cecampbell@wightman.ca. 

Beamsville, St. Andrew's and Smithville; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Pearl Vasarhelyl, 
c/o First North Pelham Presbyterian Church, 
606 Metler Rd., RR 3, Fenwick, ON LOS 1C0; 
905-892-47 16;yasar@talkwireless.ca. 

Beechwood, St. Andrew's; Half-time 
position; Rev. Steve Boose, 152 Albert St., 
Strathroy,ON N7G 1V5;519-245-2292; 
revboose@bellnet.ca. 


continued on page 47 » 


Continuing Education 
February 15 - 19, 2010 


Invited Guest Speakers... 


PRESBYTERIAN 
COLLEGE, 
MONTREAL Bets 


* Luke Powery, Assistant Professor of Homiletics, Princeton Theological Seminary 


— on PREACHING 


e Jonathan Bonk, Director, Overseas Ministries Studies Centre, New Haven, CT 


— on MISSION 


¢ Anthony Robinson, Consultant on Congregational Renewal and Transformation 


— on CONGREGATIONAL LEADERSHIP 


* lan Henderson & Ellen Aitken, Faculty of Religious Studies, McGill University 
— on LEADERSHIP IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
The Presbyterian College — 
3495 University Street, Montreal, Quebec H3A 2A8 
Tel: (514) 288-5256, ext. 200 Fax: (514) 288-8072 


info@presbyteriancollege.ca_www.presbyteriancollege.ca 
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Employment | 


Contact Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmecormick@canadads.com 


Shad The Church of 
aa St. Andrew and St. Paul 


...ls Seeking a lead minister 


We are a vibrant, growing congregation with members from a range of backgrounds and 
cultural communities. We worship in a historic downtown Montreal church located close 
to universities and museums. 

We emphasize biblical preaching which relates the gospel of Christ to contemporary 
life. Our service is traditional and is supported by a ministry of music which is known 
throughout the city for the excellence of the choir and organ performance. 

We have a Christian Education specialist and a full program of activities, both within 
the congregation and in outreach. We are also served by a very capable and dedicated 
lay leadership. As a congregation of over 700 members and adherents, we are seeking a 
minister gifted in the areas of leading worship, preaching and teaching, with strong pastoral 
and relational skills. A copy of our profile can be found at www.standrewstpaul.com. 


Interim Moderator Vhe Rey, Dr. Dale Woods, 3495 University Street! Montreal, H3A 248 
Tel: 514-288-5256 ext 202 Email:pastoralstudies’a presbyteriancalleve.ca 


CHRISTIAN TEACHING 


Does your new 
minister read 
the Record? 


Find out! 


Place your employment 
ad in our next issue. 


The Presbyterian Record is 
a great resource for clergy 
and lay people alike, 


Find the perfect candidate fast. 


PRESBYTERIAN 


RECORD 


Contact Carol McCormick at 
905-833-6200 ext. 25 or 
email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


OPPORTUNITIES IN INDONESIA 


OUR VISION: True Knowledge, Faith in Christ, Godly Character 
OUR MISSION: Servant leaders with a Biblical Christian Worldview 
OUR RELATIONAL CONTEXT: A second home for your children 


Sekolah Pelita Harapan, a network of Christian International School 
and subject teacher positions from K through Grade 12 for placeme 
the Capital City of Indonesia. 


The 4 SPH Campuses are: 
SPH Lippo Village, SPH Sentul City, SPH Lippo Cikarang and 
SPH Kemang Village. 


Recruitment for the 2010/2011 school year starts in November 2009 
for commencement in July 2010. Remuneration package includes. 
salary and accommodation. 


For Application Information and to download application questi 


¢>Open www.sph.edu under Jobs 
+>Please answer all questions, complete requirements in detail 


by email to: cox.brian@sph.ac.id 
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Pulpit Vacancies, continued from page 45 

Crinan, Duff Largie and Argyle; Half- 
time minister for two charges; Interim 
Moderators Rev. Amanda Birchall and 
Rev. Deb Dolbear-VanBilsen, c/o Glencoe 
Presbyterian Church, 177 Main St., PO Box 
659, Glencoe,ON NOL 1M0; 519-287-2743; 
revdeb17@sympatico.ca. 

Duart; Part-time; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Andrew Song, 551 Victoria Ave., PO Box 761; 
519-683-2442; andrewapack@gmail.com. 

Fingal, Knox; Part-time; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Kevin Steeper; 519-438-3492; 
ksteeper@elmwoodchurch.ca. 

Hamilton, St. Paul's; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Tom Billard, 1901 8th Concession West, RR 1, 
Cambridge, ON N1R 582; 

519-621-3023; tcbillard@rogers.com. 

Hamilton, The South Gate; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Bob Dawson, 2138 Brant St., Burlington, 
ON L7P 3W5; 905-335-2640; southgate. 
moderator@yahoo.ca. 

Kilmartin, Burns Mosa; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Kathy Fraser, c/o North Caradoc-St. 
Andrew's Presbyterian Church, 8503 
Scotchmere Dr., Strathroy,ON N7G 3H3; 
519-245-8769; kfraser001 @sympatico.ca. 

North Yarmouth, St. James; Part-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev. John Bannerman, 
c/o Chalmers Presbyterian Church, 

342 Pond Mills Rd.,London,ON N5Z 3X5; 
519-681-7242; jbannerman@bellnet.ca. 

Petrolia, St. Andrew’s and Dawn, Knox; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Barry Van Dusen, 
c/o St. Giles Presbyterian Church, 770 
Lakeshore Rd., Sarnia,ON N7T 275; 
519-542-2253; st.giles@ebtech.net. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Portage la Prairie, Man., First; Interim Moderator 
Rev. David Wilson, 22 Linden Blvd., Brandon, 
MB R7B 1B9; dwilsguy@mts.net. 

Winnipeg, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator Peter 
Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., Winnipeg, MB R3K 
OL1; 204-837-5706; peterwwpres@mts.net. 


SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 

Kipling, Bekevar; Full-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jonathan Kwon; 
joyktw@hotmail.com. 

Regina, First; Minister; Co-Interim Moderators 
Rev. Ina Golaiy, 718 Elm Cres., Weyburn, 
SK S4H 087; 306-842-1942; golaiy@sasktel. 
net and Rev. Devon Pattemore, 66 Park St., 


Pulpit Vacancies & Obituaries I 


Yorkton, SK S3N 0T3, 306-782-3659; 
knoxpresb@sasktel.net. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND 

THE NORTHWEST 

Calgary, Centennial; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Tom Brownlee, 12 Scenic Rise 
NW, Calgary, AB T3L 1A8; 
tmbrownlee@hotmail.com. 

Sherwood Park, Alta., Sherwood Park; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Heinrich Grosskopf, 
c/o Dayspring Presbyterian Church, 

11445 40 Ave. NW, Edmonton, AB T6J OR4; 
780-293-0618; dpcrev@telus.net. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Dawson Creek, St. James; Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. George Malcolm, 
PO Box 843, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4H8; 
forbespc@telusplanet.net. 


Obituaries 


JOHNSTON, REV. GEORGE ALBION, B.A., B.D., 
M.Div., died suddenly on October 18, 
2009 at age 86. He graduated from Knox 
College, Toronto, in 1948 and served 
congregations in many parts of Canada 
including a multi-point rural charge in 
Carragana, Sask.; St. Andrew’s, Flin Flon, 
Man.,; stated supply at Eversley, Strange, 
West King, Ont., during M.Div. studies; 
Knox, Cranbrook, B.C.; St. Paul’s, Prince 
Albert, Sask.; and St. Paul’s, Ingersoll, 
Ont. He was the superintendent of 
missions for the Synod of Alberta from 
1975 until his retirement in 1991, after 
43 dedicated years of active ministry. 


A soft spoken man, his quiet nature 
and modesty often hid the passion he 
held for his faith and he worked hard to 
help individuals and congregations be 
the best they could be. God has richly 
blessed many people through George’s 
ministry and we will all miss his warmth, 
wit and quiet counsel. 

George is survived by his beloved wife 
of 54 years, Mickey, a trained deaconess 
in the Presbyterian Church; his five 
children: Greg (Monica) Johnston, Bev 
(Barry) Deacon, Murray (Colleen) John- 
ston, Lynn (Stacey) Vaughan and Susan 
(Rod) Kreutz; and his 12 grandchildren. 


SPONG, ROY, died on July 24, 2009 in 
Hamilton, Ont., in his 83rd year. Roy 
was an elder emeritus of the Church of 
St. John and St. Andrew, Hamilton, Ont. 
He had formerly served as the clerk of 
session and congregational and board 
of trustees’ treasurer. Roy was a faithful 
servant of God and to the church 
throughout his entire life. 

He is survived by his wife Winnie 
to whom he was married almost 60 
years; their three children; eight 
grandchildren and five great-grand- 
children. Roy was retired as a tool and 
die maker after being employed 48 
years with the same company. He was 
a talented handyman, gifted photog- 
tapher, gardener and in later years an 
accomplished cook. His congregational 
family is grateful to God for placing 
such a man in their midst. Well done 
good and faithful servant. 


@ 
ECCLESIASTICAL 


INSURANCE YOU CAN BELFEVE IN 


An ethical alternative for your 
place of worship, care home, 
school, or charity. 


Discover how our specialty products and 
services can benefit your organization. With 
regional offices in Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto 
and Halifax, we are always on hand to provide 
you with peace of mind. Ask your broker, or 
contact a regional office near you by visiting 


us at www.ecclesiastical.ca. 


A specialty insurer owned by a charitable trust. 


December 2009 | Presbyterian Record 47 


MB Kids Page 


Called te Wonder 


CREATED BY ERIN WALTON 


It’s the Chrintmar reason - 
ths, oie ae: nde RERenC hn 
to celebrate hin miracle birth! 
(Okay, okay so sometimes we get distracted by the presents. 

But did you ever stop to think about why we even give (and get!) 


presents when it’s Jesus’ birthday, not ours?) 


POROROHRHR SSH ROH RH RREEEHKEHEHAEHOHROHEREHREHRSEDEHOHHHEDTETHAETERHSHESHROEREHE 


The history of gift -giving goes all the way back to the very first Christmas 
ina stable, long, long ago. The three wise men that came from the East 
following the star brought gifts to the baby Jesus. They brought: 


a m8 ; yi 


eines ro eet 


er Goldin gift given to royalty. For us, gold reminds us that Jesus 
W’S-KNOX, SPENCERVILLE, ONT. 


is the King of kings, Lord of lords and more precious than anything. 


They entered 
the hause and Framkincenre: This gift was a costly resin used in incense 
Lage thecenita to represent the prayers of the people floating up to God. Frankincense 
‘ost, hignlemethws can remind us that no matter what the cost, he was willing to pay it for 
Mar | +p us. He paid the highest price so we wouldn't have to. 
‘The gift which foreshadowed Jesus’ suffering and 

b, T) death. Myrrh was used medicinally as an anointing oil for wounds, 

4 and as an embalming oil following death. The gift of myrrh reminds 
opened, their us of Jesus’ sacrifice, his very life for our salvation. 
treasure cheats 

l | Ba ds It's nice to give and receive gifts. | am sure Mary and Joseph were happy that 


people wanted to bless Jesus with gifts. However, if you read the passage on 
the left more closely, you'll see something that some people overlook during 
the Christmas season. THEY BOWED DOWN AND WORSHIPED JESUS BEFORE 
THEY GAVE HIM THE PRESENTS! 


SOSHEFESHHEIHHHSHRT ORE H OH EREHESEHOHEHETESHEAHSHHTHOHEHHTHEHRETHEEHSETESD 


JENNY GROSS, 


12, TRINITY, CALGARY p 


SOCK SEEHOSLSOCA SAO HHH KSCKSHSS SSO FOF ST SH HEKSSSSCSSHSSHFHESHEKRASHEOHBERHSCHHERUYKRESAHBSEKS 
SHOR AASSSTSESSSERAHRER ERE TSTEFSE SSE SHRM RARTESSSS SOE MRHAAREHEHESESSERERHRERESHEEEOD 


g O-, thir Yeah, imstead of duselling, ON the resend, tun { 40) aay ies bo Jerr 


for each amd acaba ¢ gift Faia ARLAIASL, amd thimk about nash vak } Us oe 
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For the Journey, continued from page 50 


naturally. No need for us to muck up 
nature’s way once again. As reasoned 
environmentalists, we are supposed 
to be smarter than the rest of creation 
and resistant to intervention, unless 
it threatens our lives. If human life is 
threatened, then we throw everything 
out the window and intervene with 
a vengeance. This new age environ- 
mental Puritanism definitely wasn’t 
what I was looking for. 


John 1:3 and 14). This is echoed in 
Hebrews where the author has God 
the Father addressing the Son as the 
creator of the cosmos (Hebrews 1:10). 

This concept, that Jesus of the 
manger is the power of God that 
speaks all creation into existence, gives 
me new appreciation for him. It causes 
me to ponder how Jesus related to the 
wonder of creation as his sandal-clad 
feet kicked up the dust of Palestine. 


For the Journey 


am Christ’s because he created me, then 
the pileated woodpecker, also created 
by Christ—well to put it simply, we 
belong to him together, like brothers. 
Like St. Francis of Assisi, as a follower of 
the creator Christ, I can think of myself 
in a much tighter relationship with 
creation than a mere steward. I am not 
a co-creator with Christ, I am co-created 
with the likes of pileated woodpeckers. 
A theology of dominion, stewardship, 


Iam not a co-creator with Christ, I am co-created with the likes 
of pileated woodpeckers. A theology of dominion, stewardship, 


or co-creator is not very helpful most of the time 


And then the theological side of me 
got into the struggle. I thought about 
taking care of the woodpeckers “in the 
spirit of Christmas” in the same sense 
of what we do at Christmas in terms of 
taking care of the poor. But somehow 
that wasn’t what I was looking for. I 
thought about taking care of the wood- 
peckers as part of our good stewardship, 
a “co-creator with God” kind of thing. 
But somehow that wasn’t it either. I 
planted what Linda said in my natural- 
ist’s mind. Then I sowed it in my theo- 
logical mind. By the end of the day, 
what she said was deeply embedded in 
the earth of all my thoughts. Something 
was germinating but I’ll be darned if I 
could identify the embryo yet. 

A couple of days later found me 
reading the Christmas story in John’s 
gospel, something I always do at this 
time of the year. What Linda had said 
about caring for woodpeckers as family 
leafed out into a full-fledged idea. It is 
an idea that has changed Christmas for 
me this year, and perhaps my whole 
relationship with regards to creation. 

The Christmas story in John’s 
gospel doesn’t plant my feet at the 
manger but rather plants my fanny at 
the creation event. In John, the Word 
of God that was birthed or became 
flesh and lived among us, is the same 
Word of God that created all things 


How did he look at a sunset—as just 
another sunset or as his sunset? How 
did he look at the wind that he stilled— 
as just an irritant wind or as his wind? 
How did he look at the Sea of Galilee 
as he walked upon its storm-tossed 
waters—as just another body of water 
that he saw almost every day of his life, 
or as his body of water? And how does 
he look at woodpeckers, especially 
starving pileated woodpeckers? Is there 
any doubt that the creator Christ looks 
upon them as his own? 

So for me, this begs the question; 
how do I look at woodpeckers, and the 
rest of creation for that matter? As a 
Christian I deeply care about people, 
largely because I understand them to be 
related to Jesus as “the least of his sisters 
and brothers” (Matthew 25:40). I try to 
love all people and to help as many as I 
can because | envision Jesus loving and 
helping them as a brother. This is part 
and parcel of my faith, as I understand 
my redeemed self as brother to Jesus, 
who is the first-born of many brothers 
and sisters (Romans 8:29). 

But Jesus as creator brings a new 
and exciting dimension into this. It 
places me, as a Christian, in relation 
to creation (including pileated wood- 
peckers) in much the same way as I have 
understood myself to be in relation to 
all people, as something of a brother. If I 


> Car} 8 


or co-creator is not very helpful most 
of the time. It bears arrogance towards 
creation that can become destructive. 
St. Francis thought of the birds that he 
was infamous for preaching to as his 
brothers. In his Canticle of Creation, St. 
Francis even referred to the big yellow 
globe in the sky as “brother sun” and the 
dirt of his garden as “sister earth.” This 
kind of theology (or is it spirituality?) 
has embedded in it a mutuality and 
humility towards creation that is sadly 
lacking in both liberal and conservative 
Christian thought, not to mention new 
age puritanical environmentalism. 

So it’s coming on Christmas and 
the pileated woodpecker is hungry. It’s 
coming on Christmas and all creation 
groans (Romans 8:22). As I bow before 
the manger this Christmas, I have a new 
sense of being called by the creator Christ, 
called way beyond mere stewardship, 
called into relationship with creation 
as one who has been co-created. Excuse 
me, while I go downstairs for more deer 
fat for the pileated woodpecker. “He 
ain’t heavy, he’s my brother.” 


Rev. David Webber is a contributing editor to 
the Record. He is a minister of the Cariboo, 
B.C., house church ministry and the author 
of From Under a Blazing Aspen, And 
the Aspens Whisper and Like a Winter’s 
Aspen: Embracing the Creator’s Fire. 
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COLLAGE BY KYLE COLLETTE, 9, ST. MATTHEW'S, INGLESIDE, ONT. 


Francis of Lac La Hache © 


HE AIN'T HEAVY, HE'S OUR BROTHER BY DAVID WEBBER 


Linda said. “I haven’t seen him for more than 

a month. And the pileated woodpecker was in 
today too. He was giving the deer fat a real working over. I 
think it’s going to get cold.” 

We had both stepped into the house after digging out 
from an early December blow. It had been unseasonably 
warm for about a month and except for the chickadees and 
pine grosbeaks, the usual winter hangers-on at our bird 
feeders had all but disappeared. And then this morning 
winter hit with a vengeance. Birds of every shape and 
feather were flocking to our bird feeders. 

I sat down at the kitchen table and scratched at the scruff 
on my face. “You know,” I said, “I’ve been thinking that 
we're going to see a lot more of the pileated woodpeckers.” 

“Who are you?” Linda asked, “The self-declared Birdman 
of Lac La Hache or something?” 

“Well,” I said, “The pileated woodpeckers have had a 
pretty easy go of it the past six or seven years with the moun- 
tain pine beetle infestations to feed on. Easy times make 


dd Te stellar’s jay was at the birdfeeder today,” 
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for good times and I have noticed a definite woodpecker 
baby boom. But now the beetles have pretty much killed 
off all of the pine trees in the Cariboo, thus engineering 
their own demise. No beetles make a pileated woodpecker 
a hungry bird. I am thinking that this winter may bring 
on the starvation of a lot of woodpeckers, including the 
pileated kind.” 

“Pessimist!” Linda said. “I think hungry woodpeckers 
an opportunity make. We’ll just have to get caught up in 
the spirit of Christmas and take care of them. They’re like 
family to us.” 

“Who are you?” I asked Linda. “St. Francis of Lac La 
Hache?” 

I threw on my heavy wool mackinaw, donned my rat-hat 
and headed out the door to fire up the pickup and head for 
work. Linda disappeared downstairs for more bricks of deer 
fat for the woodpeckers. As I drove, I thought about what 
she said. At first, the ecological side of me struggled with the 
idea of interfering with nature’s course. Best let the popu- 
lation of woodpeckers balance out continued on page 49 
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Benediction 


THE HEAVENLY HOST BY SHIRLEY MORTON, ST. STEPHEN'S, OTTAWA 
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Gifts of Change! 
Give a gift that SINE he lives 


e $5 gives a family a mosquito net to fight 
malaria in Africa (PWHEA01) 


e $25 buys training manuals to equip 
lay leaders in Ghana (IMGHO1) 


e $30 gives a family seeds to grow in 
Nicaragua (PWAGRO1) 


¢ $60 supports refugee claimants in 
Montreal (CM31) 


e $80 buys a bike to help share the 
gospel in Kenya (IMKE01) 


¢ $250 supplies a wheelchair in Malawi 
(PWTIDZ01) 


¢ $300 fills a tooth at a free-dental clinic in inner-city Toronto (CM34) 


More projects online at 


Www. presbyterian. ca/giftsofchange 


* Agift in any amount helps. Donate online at 
www.presbyterian.ca/donate 


Order free catalogues from The Book Room for 
every member of your congregation and put 
them in your Sunday bulletins! 

Give a gift in 

someone's name | 

and we will 

send them a 

gift card. 


The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
1-800-619-7301 
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